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INDEX.
2Tie duplicate pages, caused by the error in paging, from Oct. 23d, to Dec. 18, will be marked thus*

A.

Abdomen, pregnant, examination by palpatation,
318.*

Abdominal, puncture in tympanites, 235.

Abortion ; with rupture of uterus and rectum, 233
;

case of, 282.

Abortionist, conviction and suicide of an, 87.

Abscess
;
non-malignant of brain, 29; pelviocellulitis,

91 ;
chronic, 195 ; of the labia, 257;* surgical treat-

ment of the hepatic, 283.*

Absinthe, 363.*

Academy of sciences, prizes of, 87.

Accident to Dr. Sawyee, 88.

Accidental poisoning by corrosive sublimate, 267.*

Accouchment, anomalous, 8.

Acid
;
phosphates in bread-making, 146 ; free hydro-

chloric in gastric juice, 255
;
Prussic, 258; phenic,

in syphilis, 245 ;* phosphoric, in organic nature,

302;* carbonic gas, 329;* carbolic, 242 ;* in eze-

ma, 1 ;
antiseptic use of, 120 ; use of in obstetric

practice, 165 ; uses of, 197 ; noevus cured by injec-

tion of, 275 ;
syphilis treated bv, 277 ; more about,

281 ; in rubeola, 300.

Action, a praiseworthy, 205, 244.*

Acoustics, a curious fact in, 386.*

Adirondack mineral spring, 507.

Adulterating liquors, 368.*

Air, to keep pure in sick room, 290.*

Akazgia.
Albert medal the, 189.

Albumen, test for, 378.*

Alcohol, carbolated, 159.

Alopecia areata, 163.

Alumni, meeting at Yale college, 128.

Aluminum, 293 ; wire ligature, 222.

Amalgam, a new, 304.*

American ; medical missionary in China, 170 ;
phar-

maceutical association, 2^2.

Ammonium ; iodide of in diseases of the glandular

system, 134.

Amputation ; of thigh
;
recovery, 269; single flap, 318.

Anaesthetic ; a new, 287.

Aneurism ; of the thoracic aorta, 237 ; of the coro-

nary artery of the stomach, 243 ;
popliteal, suc-

cessfully treated by compression, 317.*

Anhydride, liquid sulphurous, 245.*

Aniline dyes, poisoning by, 87.

Animal ;
vaccination, 276 ; and vegetable substan-

ces, new method of drying, 349.*

Anti-partum hemorrhage, 162.

Antiseptic use of carbolic acid, 120.

Antiquarian, discoveries, interesting. 41.

Anus, artificial successfully treated by Dupuy-
teex's enterotome, 296.

Aorta, thoracic, aneurism, 237.

Aphasia, 9.

Apparatus, for spirit-rapping, 348.*

Arabum, elephantiasis. 243.*

Architecture
;
un-hygienic in hospitals, 241 ; sand-

stone in, 306.

Arm, presentation, 246.*

Arms, both torn off by machinery, 71.

Army : medical museum, 149
;
specimens in, 309 :

and navy staff officers, 349 ;* medical department,
369.*

Arnica, poisoning by, 245.*

Aromatic syrup of blackberry root, 270.*

Arsenic, in treatment of prolapsus uteri from en-

largement of cervix, 193.

Artery
;
coronary, of the stomach, aneurism of, 243

;

innominata, ligature of, 74.

Artificial ; coloration of the electric spark, 84 ;
hip

joint, successful operation for, 90
;
anus, success-

fully treated by Dupuyteex's enterotome, 296

;

respiration, 291 ;* 389.*

Asphyxiated infants, resuscitation of, 40.

Astigmatism, 263.*

Asylum, central Ohio lunatic, 269.

Ataxy, locomotor, 357.*

Atropia, symptoms of poisoning by, 263.*

B.

Babcock's, Dr. supporter, procidentia uteri, re-

lieved by, 213.

Bark and Iron, elixir of, 270.*

Bath, Turkish, and heart, disease, 138.

Baths, hot and cold, natural steam, 184.

Bathers of Boston, 308.

Battery, an improved, 44.

Bazaar, German hospital, ISO.

Bean, calibar, in tetanus, 240.

Bedsteads, invalid and fracture, 19.

Bees, the sting of, 308.*

Belladonna
;
applied hypodermically to relieve poi-

soning by opium, 2^4; and opium, 317, 322;*

poisoning by, 342.*

Bequests ; Philip March, 208 : to German hospital,.

349.*

Binder
;
the, 302 ; in parturient women, 502.

Birth, six at a, 244.*

Births, necessity of compulsory registration of, 246.*

BlSMAEK, 289.*

Bite ; of rattle-snake, death from, 93
;
snake, treat-

ment of, 129 ;
opium in, 300 ; cured by applica-

tion of coal of fire, 284;* treatment of, 297.*

Bites of insects, 87.

Biting the snake to preserve the teeth, 216.

Bladder, remarkable case of foreign body in—remo-
val by perineal section, 273.

Blind preacher, 2S7.

Blood ; fibrin of, 42
;
temperature of, 44 ;

degener-

ation of from earth-eating, 65 ; a new color test

I for, 106; stains detection of, 118..



Index. in.

Eone, fracture of superior maxillary, 310.*

Bones ; nine in cranium, 41 ; disarticulation of up-
per maxillary, 136 ;

nine, in cranium, 264.

Boston Physicians, 205.

v Bottle, soda, death from bursting of. 294.*

Brain
;
non-malignant abscess of, 29 ; tumor in the,

92 ; chronic otitis extending into, 109 ; puncture
of skull and, 245.*

Bread-making, acid phosphates in, 146.

- Brief notes, 387.*

Bright's disease ; and case of cirrhosis, 194 ; lime
water in treatment of, 247.*

Bronehocele, 381.*

Beunetti, Prof., 127.

Burning of St. Louis Med. Col., 21.

Burns and scalds, experimental studies in regard to

on the dog, 124.

Bursting of "soda bottle, death from, 294.*

C
Cesarean section, 375.*

Calabar bean, in tetanus, 240; extraet of, 328.

Calculus, strong coffee in, 296.*

California, insanity in, 204.

Camphor, as a preventive of oxidation, 245.*

Can this be so ? 348.*

Canadian Med. Asso., 265.
Cancer ; that case of, 63, 290

; Phytolacca decandra
in treatment of, 172 ; of the uterus. 253.*

Cantharides, tincture of in pyelitis, 72.

Carbolated Alcohol, 159.

Carbolic acid ; see acid.

Caibolized oil in paracentesis thoracis, 122.
Carbonic acid gas, 329.*

Carcinoma, of the uterus, 499.
Carney hospital, Boston, Mass., 204.
Carbuncle, Dr. Rosexwasser's remarks on, 171.
Cases of practice, some interesting, 26.

Casualties to physicians, 309.*
Catalepsy, remarkable case of 54 days duration, 319.
Cataract, congenital, 256.
Cattle' plague, 187, 506.
Causes and prevention of sudden death, 252.
Cellulitis, pelvic and abscess, 91.
Cement, a valuable, 349.*
Census

; the next, 62 ; the French, 307.*
Centehnarians, 304.*

Cervix-uteri, hypertrophlzed elongation of, 377.*
Chancres, diagnosis of, 11.

Chemistry of Physiology, nature, 4.

Chest, effects of pistol shot fired close to, 135.
Children

; normal temperature in, 253
;

feeble, 322.
Chill, chloroform in, 246.
China, American Med. Missionary, 383.*
Chinese laborers, food for, 368.*
Chloral; anew anesthetic, 287, 264;* internally,

295.* '

J '

Chloroform ; death from, 222 ; in chill, 246 ; death
threatened from, 299 ; and laudanum, death from,
381.*

Cholagogues, 242.*
Cholera

;
in India, 23 ; monument to victims of, 128

;

salt a prophylatic, 177; morbus, 216; supposed
fungus in, 241 ; the, 244,* 251.*

Chorea; 277;* its treatment, 347.*
Chronic

; ulcers, treatment of, 129 ; abscess, 195.
Cinchonia, cultivation of, 22.
Circumcision, 160.

Cirrhosis and Blight's disease, 194.
Climate

; effects of the Suez canal on, 144 ; choice
of, for invalids, 155: of Pau, 274; influence of
forests on, 251 ;* of Laramie Vallev, 298;* which
cures consumption, 359.*

Clinics
;
mixed, remonstrance against, 345 ;* women

at, in New York, 365.*

Clinical thermometer, 143.

Cloth -rubber in skin diseases, 57.

Coal ; of fire, snake bite cured by application, 284.*

Coffee
;
roasting of, 322

;
making, 287 ;* 305 ;* strong,

in calculus, 296.*

Cold water, epilepsy treated with, 243.*

College ; Galveston Med., Yale, meeting of alumni,
128.

j

Collodion in Fntropium. use of, 222.

Color, leaden of tongue in malaria, 297 ; of foliage,

329 ; test for blood, new, 106.

Coloration, artificial of the electric spark, 84.

Colt
;
operation for hernia in a, 314.*

Colotomy, performed in vesicointestinal fistula, 294.

Compendium of modern therapeutics, 242;* 286.*

Condvioma, sub-cutaneous, 264.

Congenital cataract, 304-

*

Congress; of German naturalists and physicians,

1869, 246 ;* international medical, 287 ;* of Polish

medico-scientific, 305 ;* of social science, 329.*

Consanguinity, marriage in, 506.

Conservative surgery, 304.*

Constipation, obstinate, 247.

Constitutional syphilis, 252.

Consumption, the climate that cures, 359.*

Convicts, insane, 281.

Convulsions
;
puerperal, failure of bromide of potas-

ium, 32, 85 ;
epileptic during labor, are they in-

compatible with life of foetus? 211; general, the
pons varolii the nervous center of, 315

;
puerperal,

315.*

Copaiba and cubebs in croup, 243.*

Corns, treatment of, 145.

Coronary artery of the stomach, aneurism of, 243.

Corrosive sublimate, accidental poisoning by, 247.*

Cough, whooping, 245
;
emphysema from, 263.*

Counter irritation, 237.*

Cubebs and copaiba in croup, 243.*

Cures, spontaneous of hydrocele, 145.

Curious fact, 196.

Cutaneous diseases from wheat, 243.*

D.

Davexport Brothers, Faraday's reply to, 239.

Death ; from lucifer matches, 88 ; after lightning

stroke, 138; from chloroform, 222; threatened
from chloroform, 299

;
by the bursting of a soda

bottle, 294 ;* from a dissecting wound, 301 ;* from
use of poison, 386.*

Deaths : See last page each number.
Decandra Phytolacca, in treatment of cancer, 171.

Degeneration of the blood from earth-eating, 65

;

fatty of placenta, 315.

Delirium tremens
;
report on the treatment of, 78 ;

94.

Dentist, female, 248.*

Dentistica, querurjica y, 63.

Dentition, scarification of the gums of infants in y

95.

De-nicotonized tobacco, 53.

Detection of blood stains, 118.

Development, osseous, lack of, 326.

Diagnosis; 130; of chancers, 11; a mistake in, 66

;

of dyspnoea, 218 ; a strange, 225 ; a mistake in,

227 ; of electricity, 234.*

Diarrhoea ; and fruit, 265 ;
uremic, 320.

Diathesis, epileptic—acute syphilitic periostitis] oc-
curring in, 295.

Digitalis, value of, 298.

Dioscorea, villosa, 317.
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Diplomas selling, 366.*

Disarticulation of the upper maxillary bones, 136.
Discoveries, interesting antiquarian, 41.

Dislocation of the Patella, 250; of the elbow, 294;*
of ovary, 378.*

Disease
;
complicated case of, 45 ; of the Ileo coecal

region, 47 ; rubber cloth in skin, 57 ;
physiology of

woman from infancy to old age, 59 ; thermometer
in, 102; heart, and Turkish "bath, 138 ; cases of
skin, 178 ;

Bright's, with cirrhosis, 194
;
intemper-

ance as a, 346.*

Diseases ; house painters, 100 ; of glandular system,
iodide of ammonium in, 134; of miners, 315 ; of
the skin, recent methods of treating, 233 ;* cuta-

r* neous from wheat, 243 ;* of skin, formulae for,

^247;* of the throat, 286;* prevalent, 329 ;* iodo-
form in nervous disease, 509.

Dispensary for diseases of throat and lunss, N. Y.,
387.*

Dispensers of medicine, physicians as, 255.*
Dissecting wound, death from, 301.*
Distillation, glycerine and, 142.

Distinguished medical men, 316.
Doctors

;
they have a hard time in the mother coun-

try, 122 ; vs. supervisors, 386 ;* and the pope, 303.*
Dog; experimental studies of burns and scalds,

made on a, 124.

Doses of quinine, large, in treatment of tetanus, 9.

Drinking customs of society, danger of, 144.
Dover's powders; Dr.. Tully's, substitute for, 20

;

substitute for, 84.

Drops, smoke and rain, 264.
Dropsy, ovarian, spontaneous cure of, 239.
Druggists

;
physicians as, 106 ;

liquor selling by, 205
;

mistake of, 224; important to, 293.
Dry earth treatment—cure of Ann Peoples, 326.*
Drying vegetable and animal substances, an ingeni-

ous method for, 349.*

Dupuyteen's enterotome successfully used in ar-

tificial anus, 296.

Dye, hair poisoned by, 224.
Dyes, aniline, poisoning by, 87; hair, 248.*
Dyesentery ; the therapeutics, 132

;
epidemic, 340.*

Dyspepsia, sub-cutaneous injections of morphia for,
236*

Dyspnoea diagnosis of, 218.

E.

Earth
;
eating, degeneration of the blood from, 65

;

the dry, treatment 326.*

Eclipses and weather 242.*

Economy of ventilation 135.
Eczema, carbolic acid in, 1.

Editoeial,;
:

Turning another leaf 15 ;
Consumption and fever

in Southern Mexico, 16.

The status of Medical Science ; Patent rights 42.
The hydrangia arborescence ; Some vital statis-

tics, 61.

Second international Congress ; An instructive
and popular book, 103; Study vs. health—Uses
of alcohol, 104.

Degrees, honorary and without honor, 126 ; In-
diana Med. College—The Chief the Bureau of
Medicine and Surgery, U. S. INT., 127.

The Unity of Disease ; Action of the University
of Louisville, 140 ; Medical and Surgical history
of the War, 141.

Valuable contribution to popular medical litera-

ture; An important case in naval law; The
sleeping girl, 166.

A popular error ; The Mexican snake plant, 185.

The results of sensational newspaper writing and
meddlesome legislation, 202 ; Dean Swift and
Darwin, 203.

Is Medicine an occult science ? 223.

The highest branch of medicine, 244.

Prescription writing, 260 ; About vaccination, 201.
Why is it ? 305

;
Visiting lists, 306.

One or many wives ? 323.

Sentence of Surgeon General Green, U. S. N. ;

Old truth revived again, 240.

The price of beauty, 255.*

Vague therapeutics, 285 ;* " The dry-earth
method" in court, 286 *

Portrait of Dr. Gross ; A neglected study, 299
;

Intemperance as a disease; Life insurance
again, 300.*

Medical practice abroad, 324 ;* Medical Lectures
to mixed classes, 325.*

Mixed clinical instruction, 443.*

Women at clinics ; The woman question in N

.

Y., 362;* A good suggestion, 363.*

Special notice; over production, 384;* Mixed
classes at clinics, 385;* The Medical Profession
and the management of hospitals, 386.*

Coiporeal punishment in schools, 504; Case of
Dr. Schoeppe; Phila. University of Medicine
and Surgery, 305.

Education ; influence of, 254 ;
medical, " The Pall

Mall Gazette" on, 258; medical, 263
;

medical,
for women, 106;females in London, 144; Swe-
den—London, 133.

Effects of hashish, 326.

Egg; within an egg, 225.

Elbow-joint, compound comminuted fracture of,

245 ;* dislocation of, 294.*

Electric
;
spark, artificial coloration of, 84 ;

currents,

effects upon the living tissue and nutrition, 351,*

371,* 491.

Electricity, 307
;
diagnosis of, 234.

Electrolysis in tumors, 221.

Eliphantiasis, arabum, 243.*

Elixir of bark and iron, 270.*

Emetine, 99.

Emphysema from whooping cough, 263.*

Empiric practice, 305.*

Endoscopy of the Womb, 238.

English, prescriptions in, 306
Enlargements of the viscera in Rickets, 282.*

Enterotome, Dupuytren's, successfully used in arti-

ficial anus, 296.

Entropium, use of collodion in, 222.

Epidemic dysentery, 340 *

Epilepsy, 226 ; treated with cold water, 243.*

Epileptic convulsions
;
during labor, are they incom-

patible with the life of the foetus? 211; diathesis

with acute syphilitic periostitis, 295.

Epithelial growth in rectum,|499.

Eraata, 247, 307, 304.*

Ergot, uterine polypus removed without, 341.*

Erysipelas from application of coal oil, 281.*

Erythematosus, lupus, nature and treatment of, 253.

Etherization, effects of continued, 114.

Excision of hip in morbus coxarius, 205.

Experience of some new remedies, 145.

Extra-uterine pregnancy, 46, 129, 207.

Extract
;
malt, 62.

Extirpation of kidney, 243.*

Eye
;
protopsis and complete loss of sight in one

—

tertiary syphilis—recovery, 296 ;
wall, 327.

F.

Fact, a curious physiological, 196.

Family, a fecund, 306.
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Families, large, 389.*

Faraday
;
medal, 27 ; memorial to, 81 ;

reply to Da-
venport Brothers, 289.*

Fashion, the perils of, 183*.

1 Fashionable medical literature, 244.*

Fasting, Welch girl, 299.

Fatty degeneration of placenta, 315.

Febrin of blood, 42.

Fecund family, 306.

Feeble children, 382.

Feigned tumor of the jaw, 136.

Female; medical education in Sweden, 133; in

London, 144; dentist, 248; regulating pills, 287.

I emoral hernia in male subject, 302.

Femur
;
compound comminuted fracture of, 177

;

compound fracture, 249.

Ferguson, Sir W., 206.

Fever
;
typhoid, 66 ;

pemphigus, in form of inter-

mittent, 273 ;
rheumatic, treated by perchloride of

iron, 319 ;
intermittent, treated by iodide of potas-

sium, 233.*

Fibrous tumor of the uterus, 214.

Fistula ; vesico vaginal, 69 ; vesico intestinal, for

which colotomy was performed, 294 ; and stricture

of urethra, pathology and treatment of, 264.*

Flap, single, amputation, 318.

Florence, international medical congress, 144.

Foetus ; are epileptic convulsions during labor incom-
patible with the life of the, 211 ;

acephalous, 280;*

prolonged retention of, 284.*

Foliage, colors of, 329.*

Food ; of a human being 68 ;
starchy for infants,

199; for Chinese laborers, 368.*

Foolish story, a, 364.*

Foot-and-mouth disease and milk, 383.*

Foreign body ; in bladder, remoral by perineal sec-

tion, 273 ; in foot, remaining harmless a year,

497.
.

Formulae for quinia, 308.

Fossil; man, the, 302 ;* remains, 347.*

Foundation, a worthy, 308.*

Fracture; of the scapula, 8; of femur, compound
comminuted, 1^7 ; of the skull, compound com-
minuted—'compression —trephining— recovery,

229 ;
compound of femur, with dislocation of

the femur, 250 ; un-united of thigh, 269 ; com-
pound comminuted of elbow joint, 245,* of the
superior maxillary bone, 316 ;* treated by Smith's
anterior splint—remarkable results, 328.*

France
;
preliminary science training, 137

;
insanity

in, 310,* 329;* treatment of syphilis in, 358.*

French, census, 307.*

Fruit and diarrhoea, 265.

Fungus, supposed, in cholera, 241.

G.

Galignani, the, hospital in Paris, 306.*

Galveston, Med. Society, 261.

Gangrene, hospital, 198.

Gas ; carbonic acid, 329.*

Gastric juice, free hydrochloric acid in, 255.

German
;
hospital bazaar, naturalists and physicians

congress of 1869, 246.

Germany, mortality in Northern, 327.
Girl, Welsh fasting, 299.

Glandular system, iodide of Ammonium in, 134.
Gleanings, hospital, 49, 89, 113, 154, 195, 251, 355 *

498.

Glycerole of Morphia, 498.
Glycerin, a test for, 88; and distillation, 142.
Good

; appointment, 145
;
law, 234.

Graefe, 297.*

Gums of infants, scarification of in dentition, 95,
262.*

Guyot's concentrated tar solution, 247.*

Gynaecological society ofBoston
;
Journal, 60

H.
Hair

;
dye, poisoned by, 224 ;

worm, dyes, 243 ; re-

storers poisoned by, 322.*

Hard; time, doctors in the mother country, 122;
case, 364.*

Hashish, the effects of, 326.

Heart
;
spontaneous rupture of, 30 ; disease of, and

Turkish baths, 138; transfixion of, without death,
503.

Health ; Mass. Board of, 188 ; of Napoleon IH, 245

;

323.*

Healthy lactation, 252.
Hemlock, 268.*

Hemorrhage
;
ante-partum, 192 : umbilical, 341.

Hepatic abscess, surgical treatment of, 283.*

Hereditary; wens, 57; acquired syphilis, statistics

of, 265.

Hernia ; femoral in male subject, 302 ; in a colt,

operation for, 314.*

Hint, a seasonable, 303.*

Hip
; joint, successful operation for artificial, 90

:

excision of in morbus coxarius, 205.

Holland, Sir H., another visit from, 244.

Hooping Cough, 245 ;* emphysma from, 263.*

Hospital
;
gleanings, 49 ;

private for mental diseases,

62; Jeisey City Charity, 62; Cottage, 101; Ger-
man bazaar, 189; gangrene, 198; another new
in N. Y., 281

;
unhygienic architecture in, 241

;

naval, 265 ; in Paris, 266 ; new German in N. Y.,

286; Galignani, in Paris, 306;* bequest to Ger-
man, 349.*

Hospital Repoets :

Belle-cue Hospital, N. Y.

Diseases of children—chorea, 377.*

Diseases of women—hypertrophied elongation of

cervix uteri—operation, 337 ;* prolapse of uter-

us ; dislocation of ovary, 378.*
; carcinome of

the Uterus
;

epithelial growth of rectum, 499

;

ovarian tumor
;
procidentia uteri, 500.

Catharine Street Dispensary.

Subinvolution of the uterus ; vascular tumor of

the urethra, 231.

Cancer of the urethra; protracted nursing, 256;*

abscess of labia, 257.*

University of Pennsylvania.

Popliteal aneurism—successful treatment by com-
pression—time, four days, 317.*

House, painters, diseases of, 100.

Human, being, food of, 68 ; effects of tobacco on,
358.*

Humboldt, Alex. Von, 303.

Hungarv, mortality in, 327 j
congress of naturalists

in, 389.*

Hydrocele, spontaneous; absorption of serum in,

64; cure of, 145.

Hydrocephalus, 274.

Hydrochloric acid ; free in gastric juice, 255.

Hydrogen, peroxide of, 240.

Hydrogenium, 348.*

Hvdrophobia ; cases of, 498 ;
Georgiana McCready,

388.*

Hymen, pregnancy with unbroken, 314.*

Hypertrophied, elongation of cervix uteri, 377.*

Hypodermic
;
injections

; 65, 326 ;* in dyspepsia, 236;
application of belladonna in opium poisoning,

284 ; of morphia ; as a remedy for obstinate voin-
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iting, 295;* medication, 338 ;* in syphilis, 360;*
of carbolic acid a cure for nasvus, 275 ;

syringe,
507.

Hysteria, a curious freak of, 21.

I.

Ice; in affection of the testicles, 245;* as a thera-
peutic agent, 494.

Idiopathic, ptyalism, 306.*
Idiots

;
asylum for at Earlswood, England, 83.

Ignorance, popular, of medicine, 325.
Uleo eoecal region, disease of, 47.
Illegitimate births, 228.
Illuminations, portable, 93.
Impostor, another, 205.
Impressions, maternal, 303.
Indian poke root, poisoning by, 300.
Infancy to old age ; physiology of woman and her

diseases, 59.

Infant
;
washing the, 321

; mortality of in France,
389.

Infants; resuscitation of asphyxiated 40; scarifica-
ion am1

the gums of, in dentition, 95 ; otitis in,

137
;
starchy food for, 199

; sleepiness of, 301.
Inflammation of the tympanum, 123.
Injections; hypodermic, 65; 326:* subcutaneous,

of morphia in dyspepsia, 246 ; of belladonna in
opium poisoning, 284 ; of morphia, for obstinate
vomiting, 295;* medication, 338;* in syphilis,
360 ;* of carbolic acid, a cure for ngevus, 275.

Ink, indelible, for marking linen, 147.
Insane

;
the, 307 ; popular ignorance of proper wel-

fare and treatment of the, 85; Northern Ohio,
asylum for, 105; neglect of the, 280; convicts,
281.

Insanity; syphilitic, 116; 270; in California, 204;
pathology of, 236 ; statistics of, 249 ; items, 287 :

330;* in France, 329.*
Insects, bite of, 87.

Insensibility to pain, 78.
Instruments, obstetric the use of, 201.
Insurance, Life, 269,* 365.*
Intemperance, 368 ;* as a disease, 240.
Intermarriage of relations, 265, 208,* 325.*
Intestinal

; obstructions, 206 ; vesico- fistula, coloto-
my performed for, 294; obstructions, long tube
in, 274,* 366.*

&

Invalid
; and fracture bedstead, 19.

Invalids, choice of climate for, 155.
Iodide; of potassium in intermittent fever, 233;*

of iron, syrup of, preservation of, 320.
Iodoform in nervous diseases, 509.
Irritation, counter, 237.*
Iron; perchloride of in rheumatic fever, 319; syrup

of iodide of, preservation of, 320. \

J.
Jaw, feigned tumor of, 136.
Joint

;
shoulder resection of, '257

;
elbow, com-

pound, comminuted fracture of, 245 ;* dislocation
of, 294.*

Journals, medical, 364.*
Juice, gastric, as a solvent, 273.*

K.
Keenness of the senses, 302.*
Kidney, extirpation of, 243.*

L.

Labia; abscess of, 257.*
Labor; how does morphia act in, 229;* morphia in,

305
;
opiates in, 327.*

Laborers, Chinese, food for. 368.*

Lactation, healthy, 252.

Laramie, valley, climate of, 298.*

Laudanum, and chloroform, death from, 381.*
Law, a good, 234.

Lead, nitrate of in sore nipples, 164.

Leaden, color of tongue in malaria, 297.

Lecture; introductory, Stille, 249, 271.*

Lectures, valuable, 44
Lecturship, the Mutter, 304.*

Libel, is it a? 326.

Library of American Med. Asso., 281.
Life ; of foetus, is it endangered by epileptic convul-

sions during labor ? 211; and death, 327 ; insur-
ance, 209,* 365.*

Ligature; of the innominate artery, 74; aluminum'
245.

Lightning; stroke, signs of death after, 138; chock-
ful of, 281.

Limbs, regeneration of, 307.

Lime water in treatment of Bkigkt's disease, 247.*
Linen, indelible ink for marking, 147.

Literature, fashionable medical, 244.

Liquid sulphurous anhydride, 245.

Liquids volatile, keeping of, 71.

Liquor selling by druggists, 205.

Liquors, adulterating, 368.*

Liver, rupture of, 289.

Living tissues, effects of electric current upon, 351 *

371,** 491, 511.

Livingston, Dr., 243*

Locomotor, ataxy, 357.*

Longtube in inestinal obstructions, 274.*

Lucifer matches, death from, 88.

Lunatic; hospital a new, 268; asylum, 269;* in
Ohio, 329.*

Lunatics in France, 310.*

Lungs and throat, dispensary for, in N. Y., 387.*

Lupus erythematosus, nature and treatment of, 258.

M.
Machine, the sewing, 308.*

Machinery, both arms torn off by, 71.

McCready, Georgiana—case of hydrophobia, 388*.
Malaria ; in tide-water section of Virginia, 245 ; the

leaden color of the tongue in, 297.

Male* urethra, imperforate, 277.

Malt, extract, 62.

Man, the fossil, 302.*

Mania-a-potu, 267, 306.*

Marks, mothers', 222.

Marriage of relations, 265, 268,* 325 ;* in consan-
guinity, 506.

Marriages : see last page of each No.
Marry or die, 304.*

Massachusetts State, Board of Health, 188.

Matches, lucifer, death from, 88.

Materia medica, 337.*

Maternal; impressions, 303, 383;* influence during
pregnancy, 320.

Marvelous, virtues of Pulsatilla, 18.

Maxillary bone, fracture of the superior, 316.*

Meat, preserved in France, 243.

Measels and scarlet fever, prophylaxis of, 83.

Measures and weights, 264.

Mecca, pilgrims to, 165.

Medal, the Albert, 189.

Medical
;
practice in Sweden, 18 ; statistics of Fau-

quier Co., Va., 49; education for women, 106;
in Sweden

;
witness, a, 141 ; education female

in London, 144; France, 133; Congress inter-

national at Florence, 144; museum, army, 149;
Profession and Papacy in Rome, 169; Missionary
in China, 170; College, Galveston, 201; educa-
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tion, 203 ; Canadian Asso., 265 ;
men, distin-

guished, 306; literature, fashionable, 244 ;* Inter-

national Congress, 287;* news of W. Virginia,
293;* College, woman's in N. Y., 304;* anecdote,

\ 349;* Journals, 364;* classes of 1869-70, 387;*
officers, French, 502.

Medical Societies :

of W. Virginia ; of Broom Co., N. Y., 6 ; N. Y.
,

Aeademy of Medicine ; Central IS". Y. Med. As-
- sociation, 7; organization of Texas State So., 34;

Asso. of Superintendents of Institutions for In-
sane, 50; Sullivan Co., N. Y., 53; Franklin Co.,

N. Y., 72; York Co., Pa., 115; Otsego Co., N.
Y., 132; Minnesota State; Fayette Co., Ind.,

133; Quarterly Session of the Union Asso., 1ST.

Y., 216 ; W. Virginia, 524 ; Phila. Hospital, 524.
Cincinnati Academy of Medicine. Discussions

;

Tracheotomy ; new remedies, 271.

Cincinnati Academy of Medicine. Discussion;
Tracheotomy; new remedies, 271; treatment
of bubo by compression, 292: recent matters in

gynaecology, 312 ;
otology, 260 ;* acephalous

foetus, 2S0 ;* erysipelas from application of coal
oil, 281 ;* removal of tumor from uterus ; un-
successful operation for ovarian tumor ; exami-
nation of pregnant abdomen, by palpation,

§18; materia medica, 337 ,** hypodermic medi-
cation, 338;* epidemic dysentery, 340;* special

report of section on obstetrics, 378;* 500.
American Pharmaceutical Association, 272; Har-

ford Co., Md., 232;* Oneida Co., X. Y., 257;*
Hunterdon Co., N. J., 293;* Vermont State,
293.*

New York Academy of Medicine. Discussion;
novel method of applying pressure ; stricture

of urethra; a new journal projected, 380'*

Norfolk, Mass. District Medical Society, 380.
Pathological Society, N. Y. Discussion ; death
from laudanum and chloroform; broncho cele

;

colloid tumor of uterus ; tumor of ovary, 381.*
Medicine

; public, 255 ;
popular ignorance of, 325

;

practice of, in Oregon, 242 ;
physicians as dispen-

sers of, 255,* 346 ;* meteoric, 304.*

Medico, Eevista, cessation of, 63 ;
legal

;
society, of

Paris, 247;* society of N. Y., 348.*

Medication hypodermic. 338.*

Memorial to Faraday, 81.

Men ; and women, 143 ; weight and height of, 170
;

no medical, came forward, 245; distinguished
medical, 306.

Menses, retained, 119.

Mental diseases, private hospital for, 62.

Meteoric medicine, 304.*

Meteorology ; see last page of each No.
Methods, recent of treating skin d geases, 223 *

Methylene, the bichloride of, 277.
Midwifery, a case of, 291.
Microscopists, Senator Nelaton and the, 283.*
Milk ; of the sow, 60 ; New York, 268 ; and foot

and mouth disease, 383.*
Mineral Springs, Adirondack, 507.
Miners, diseases of, 315.
Minnesota, laws regulating the practice of phvsic, 20.
Mistakes of Druggists, 224.
Mixed clinics, remonstrance, 345.*
Modern therapeutics compendium, 242,* 186.*
Money, put some more into it, 281.*
Monster, a, 23.

Monument to victims of cholera, 12S.
Morbus, coxarius, excision of hip in, 205.
Morphia; sulphate of, parturient effects of, 111, 191,

283 ;
in obstetrics, 285 ; how does it act in labor,

229;* hypodermic injections of, a remedy for ob-
|

stinate vomiting, 296 ;* subcutaneous injections
of, in dyspepsia, 236 ;* in labor, 305;* glycerole

of, 498.

Mortality ; in Hungary, ; in army of Northern
Germany, 327; infant, 363;* infant in France,,

389.

Mothers' marks, 222.
Mouth, nursing sore, 297.
Murderer, a professional at large, 22.

Museum ; medical of army, 149
;
specimens, 309.

Mushroom, poisoning by, 206.

1ST.

Niwus cured by injection of carbolic acid, 275.
Napoleon III, health of, 245 ;

323.*

Naturalists and phvsicians, Congress of, in Germany.,.

1869 ; 246 ; in Hungary, 247.

Navy, changes in, 330.*

Neglect of the insane, 280.

Nekton, M. ; visit to, 181 ; and the microscopist,.

283;* his fees, 290.*

Nerve
;
hypoglossal, paralysis of, and sloughing of

tongue after, 10.

Nervous
;
center, of general convulsions, the pons va-

rolii, 315; diseases, iodoform in, 509.

Nicotine, antidote for, 309.*

Nine bones in cranium, 264.

Nipples, sore, nitrate of lead in, 164.

Nitric and nitrous oxide, 242.

Nodes, soft syphilitic, 303; 365.
Nomenclature of disease, 165.

Normal temperature in Children, 253.
Notes on books, 13; 14; 102; 222; 314; 238;*

264;* 323;* 361;* 384.*

Novelties, therapeutic, 235.*

Nursing; protracted, 256;* sore mouth, 297.
Nut, ordeal, in treatment of poisoning by strychnia,

Nutrition, effect of electric current upon, 351 ;* 371.*

O.
Obituary .

M. H. Collis, 88 ; H. B. Bowman, 148 ; J. C.
Hayden, 170; Prof. Heyfelder, 201; Prof. Pur-
kynje, 204 ; Henry M. McClellan, 205

;
Pliny

M. Crume, 265; Solomon D. Townsend; Oth-
niel H. Taylor; Peter M. Roget, 288; Jos. B.
Vansant, 310;* Jos. R. Coad, 350;* Frank
Hamilton, 369;* C. G. Stedman, 369 ;* J. Sap-
ington, 390;* H. A. Potter; Ed. Swift, 510.

Observation, interesting, 358.*
Obstetric instruments, use of, 201.
Obstetrics; sing dar case of, 128; carbolic acid in

pratctice of, 165 ;
morphia in, 285

;
special report

of Cin. Acad., 378* 500.
Obstinate

;
vomiting, 307 ;

constipation, 247
;
hypo-

dermic injections of morphia in, 295.*
,

Obstructions, intestinal, the long tube in 274.*
Oculist, a peripatetic, 277.
Old

; practitioner, surgical reminiscences of a, 192

;

ulcer, 195.

Oil
;
olive, 86 ; carbolized in paracentesis thoracis,

222 ; of turpentine ; virtues of 144; in tape-worm,.
282

;
coal, erysipelas from application of, 281.*

Oils, purifying vegetables, 224.
Olive, oil, 86.

Onondaga statue, 347.*
Operation, remarkable, 243.

Opthalraic, practice cases of, 231.
Opiates in labor, 327.*
Opium; culture in Texas, 41; action of upon

uterus, 54; poisoning, relieved by hypodermic-
application of belladonna, 284; in snake bite,.

300; and belladonna, 317, 322 *
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Ordeal nut, in poisoning by strychnia, 234.

Organic; synthesis, 60 ;
nature, phosphoric acid in,

302.*

Oregon, practice of medicine, 242.

Osseous; regeneration of sternum, 321; develop-

ment, lack of, 326.

Osteo-pathology, 314.

Otitis; chronic interna, extending into the braiu, 109.

Otology, 260.*

Ovarian
;
dropsy, spontaneous cure of, 239 ;

tumors,
advantage of tapping, 319; cysts remarks on tap-

ping, 234;* tumor, unsuccessful operation for, 318;*

tumor, 500.

Ovariotomy
;
234,* utero death, 212.

Ovary, dislocation of, 378;* colloid tumor of, 381.*

Oxidation, camphor as a preventive, 245.*

Ozone, production of for industrial purposes, 88.

P.
Pachima, 159 ; 268.

Paging, error in, 506.
Pain, insensibility to, 78.

Painters, house, diseases of, 100.
Pall Mall Gazette, on medical education, 258.
Papacy and the medical profession in Rome, 169.

Paracentesis thoracis, carbolized oil in, 122.
Paralysis ; of the hypoglossal nerve followed by

sloughing of the tongue, 10 ;
agitans and indu-

rated patches, 239.

Parasitisides, 180.

Paste, 128.

Parturient
;
effects, of sulphate of morphia, 111 ; 191

;

283; women, binder in, 302 ; 502.
Parturition, cramp in, 247.
Patella, dislocation of the, 250.
Patents, surgical, 268*.

Pathology ; of insanity, 236 ; of tuberculosis, 275
;

osteo-, 314.

Pau, the climate of, 274.
Pelvic cellutitis and abscess, 91.

Pemphigus in the form of intermittent fever, 273.
Perils of fashion, 283.*

Perineal section for removal of foreign bodvin blad-
der, 273.

Periostits, acute syphilitic, 341 ;* occurring in epi-
leptic diathesis, 295.

Peripatetic oculist, 277.
Peritonitis, traumatic, 195 ; acute syphilitic, 341.*
Peroxide of Hydrogen, 240.
Pbeby'8 victory, a survivor of, 245.
Pertussis, 3.

Pfieflers vitalmeter, 106.
Pharmacy a, Madame Deumergue director of, 169.
Pharmaceutical

; association, preparations.
Phosphates, acids, in bread-making, 140.
Phosphoric, acid in organic natures, 302.*
Photographs of distinguished medical men, 306.
Physic, laws regulating the practice of in Minnesota,

20.

Physical; training results of, 98; examinations of
stomach, 243.

Physicians; colored in District of Columbia, 19; as
druggists, 106; as dispensers of medicines, 16,
255:' in Boston, 205

J
in Pome, 309;* casualties,

309;* suicide of, 224.
Physiology; the natural chemistry of, 4 ; of woman,
and her diseases from infancy to old age, 59.

Physiological fact, a curious, 190.

Phytolacca decandra, in treatment of cancer, 172.
Pills, female regulating, 2*7.*
Pistol shot tired close to chest, effects of, 135.
liacenta; fatty defeneration of. 315; pnevia, 335.*
Plague, cattle, 287, 506

; spot, 328.*

Plea for therapeutical observations, 245.

Pneumonia, treatment, 79.

Pocketing the Pedicle, Dr. Storer, 265.

Poisons, death from use of, 386.*

Poisos, snake, influence of, 256.

Poisoned by hair dye, 224.

Poisoniug
;
by aniline dyes, 87 ;

by mushroom, 206

;

by strychnia, treated with ordeal nut, 234; by
opium, relieved by hypodermic application of
belladonna, 284 ;

by Indian poke root, 300 ;
by

arnica, 245 ;
by corrosive sublimate, 247,* by

atropia, symptoms of, 263 ;* by use of hair restor-

ers, 322 ;* by belladonna, 342 *

Poke root, Indian, poisoning by, 300.
Polish medico-scientific Congress, 305.*

Pons-varolii, the nervous centre of general convul-
sions, 315.

Pope and doctors, 303.*

Popliteal, aneurism, treated successfully by com-
pression, 317.*

Popular ignorance of medicine, 325.
Potassium ; bromide of, failure of in puerperal con-

vulsions, 32 ; in puerperal convulsions, 85 ; in te-

tanus, 118 constitutional effects of, 283; pushed
to its full extent, 295 ;* iodide of, in intermittent
fever, 233 *

Practitioner, surgical reminiscences, of an old, 28,
192.

Practice ; some interesting cases in, 25 ; ophthal-
mic cases of, 231;* empiric, 304;* of medicine,
Oregon, 242.

Praiseworthy action, 244.*

Preacher, the blind, 287.

Precocious puberty, 169.

Pregnancy ; .extra uterine, 46; 129; 207; maternal
influence during, 320; with hymen unbroken, 314.*

Pregnant, abdomen, examination by palpation,
318.*

Premiums, 505.

Prescribing across the counter, 265.

Prescriptions ; in English, 306 ;
slovenly, 188.

Preservation of syrup of iodide of iron, 320.
Presentations, arm, 246.

Pretender, fatal results of consulting of, 223.
Pressure, novel method of applying, 380.*

Prevalent diseases, 329.*

Prevention and causes of sudden death, 252.
Primitive surgery, 296.*

Prizes of the Academy of Science, 87>

Procidentia uteri ; 500 ; relieved by Dr. Babcock's
supporter, 213.

Profession, the, in England, 122.

Professional secrets, 227.

Prolonged, retention of foetus, 284.
Prophylactic against cholera, salt as a, 177.
Prophylaxis of scarlet fever and measles, 83.
Prolapsus uteri from enlargement of cervix, arsenic

in treatment of, 193.

Troptosis and loss of sight of one eye, 296.
Prostitutes, non specific and vaginal discharges in,217.
Protracted nursing, 256.*

Prussic acid, 258.

Ptyalism, idi >pathic, 306.*

Puberty, precocious, 169.

Public medicine, 255.

Puerperal convulsions, 315
; 356; failure of bromide

of potassium in, 32 ; 85.

Pulsatilla, marvelous virtues of, 18.

Pumpkin seed in treatment of tape-worm, 290.
Puncture, abdominal, in tympanites, 235.
Purgueira, 68.

Purifying vegetable oils, 224.
Pyelitis, tincture of cantharides iu, 73.
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Quarantine in X. Y., 261.

Question, the, of specialism, 232.*

I Queries and replies, see last page.

^ Quinia, formula for, 308.

Quinine ; treatment of tetanus, 9 ; how to disguise

the taste of, 43 ; toxic action of, 297 ;* sweet, 268.*

R.

. Eace, the, 264.

Rain and smoke drops, 264.

Rank, relative in In avy, 509.

Rattlesnake bite, death from, 93.

Readers, to our, 244.

Receipts, practical, 107.

Rectum; and uterus rupture of with abortion, 233
;

epithelial growth in, 499.

Regeneration of limbs, 307; of sternum, 321.

Registration
;
report of Vermont, 37 ; of births, ne-

cessity of compelling, 246.

Regulating pills for females, 287.*

Relatives, intermarriage of, 265, 268.*

Remains, fossil, 347.*

Remedies, new, experience with, 145.

Reminiscences of an old practitioner, 192.

Resection of the shoulder joint, 257.

Resignation of Dr. L. W. Oakley, 304.

Resins, researches in, 259.

Resort, winter, 244*
Restitution, 268.

Respiration, artificial, 291,* 898.*

Retention of foetus, prolonged, 284.*

Reviews axd Book Notices.

Annual reports of board of regents of Smithsonian
Institute, 284.*

Bigeloio, H. J.—Mechanism of dislocation and frac-

ture of hip, 304.

Brinton, D. G.—Guide book to Florida and the

South, 259.

Foicnes, Geo.—A manual of elementary chemistry,
139.

Garretson, J. E.—Treatise on tbe diseases and
surgery of the mouth, 321.

Haesler.—Across the Atlantic, 201.

History and Philosophy of Marriages, 321.

Hogg, Jabez.—Cataract and its treatment, 323.*

Happe, Carl.—Percussion and auscultation as diag-

nostic aids, 342.

Hun, E. E.—Secondary degeneration of the spinal

cord, 321.

Knap, If.—Cataract, extraction of, 323 *

Lawson, Geo.—Diseases and injuries of the eyes,
284.*

Meyer, M.—Electricity in its relations to practical

medicine, 243.

JSTapheys, Geo. H.—Physical life of woman, 303.

Xew American Farm Hook, N. Y., 165.

Xiemeyer F. Yon.—Text Book of Practical Medi-
cine, 322.

N omenclature of Diseases, London, 165.

Odling, W.—Course of practical chemistry, 322.
Ordonaux, J.—Jurisprudence of medicine in rela-

tion to laws of contracts, &c., 184.

Pepper, Wm.—Descriptive catalogue ofPathalogical
Museum of Penn. Hospital, 125.

Phillips, J.—Ophthalmic surgery and treatment, 243.

Riley, J. C.—A compend of materia medica and
therapeutics, 323.*

Transactions of Penn. Med. Society, 322 ; of

Phila. Obstetrical Society, 322.

Thompson, Sir H.—Pathology of stricture of the

urethra and urinary fistula, 264*.

Wells, J. S.—Treatise on diseases of eye, 139.

Rheumatic fever treated by perchloride of iron, 319.

Rheumatism, uterine, 254.

Ricketts, enlargement of the viscera m, 282.*

Rooms, warm, 309.*

Room, sick, to keep pure air in, 290.*

Rome, physicians in, 309.*

Root, Indian poke, poisoning by, 300.

Rossenwasser's Dr. remarks on carbuncle, 171.

Rubber cloth in skin diseases, 57.

Rubeola, carbolic acid in, 300.

Rupture ; of heart, spontaneous, 39 ; of the uterus,.

131; of the uterus, 195; of uterus and rectum,
with a case of abortion, 233; of urethra; of
liver, 289.

S.

Safes, dampness in, 60.

Salt as a prophylactic in cholera, 177.

Sandstone in architecture, 306.

Sangae, Dr. W. W., 88.

Sanitary influence of sun, 365.*

Savage thought in civilization, 83.

Savants, a difficult time with, 208.

Scalds and burns, experimental studies upon a dog,
124.

Scalping, how it feels, 146.

Scapula, fracture of the, 8.

Scarification of the gums of infants in dentition, 95,
262.

Scarlatina anginosa, transmission of to varioloid pa
tients, 67.

Schoeppe Dr., the case of, 282.

Science
;
training preliminary in France, 137 ;

prizes
of academy of, 87.

Scientific
;
world, 22

;
zeal, 361.

Scrofula, a case of,

Seasonable hint a, 303.*

Secrets, professional, 227.

Seeds, pumpkin in tape worm, 290.

Self-sacrifice, an act, 81.

Selling diplomas, 367.*
Senses, keenness of the, 302.*

Serum in hydrocele, spontaneous absorption of, 63.
Sewing machines, 308;* 367.*

Ships, hospital in naval stations, 271.
Shoulder joint, resection of, 257.
Sight, loss of, in one eye—tertiary syphilis—treat-
ment—recovery, 296.

Signs of death after lightning stroke, 138.
Silver uterine supporter, 13.

Single flap operation, 318.
Singular case, a, 326.

Skin diseases ; rubber cloth in, 57 ; case of, 178 ; re-
cent method of treating, 233.*

Six at a birth, 244.

Skull
;
compound comminuted fracture of, 229 ; and

brain, punctured wound of, 245.
Sleeplessness in infants, 301.

Slovenly prescriptions, 188.

Sm ith's anterior splim, fracture treated with remark^
able results, 32S.*

Smoke and rain drops, 204.

Snake
;
biting the, to preserve the teeth, 216 ; bites

;

poisonous influence of opium in, 300 ; cured by
application of a coal of fire, 284 ;* treatment of,

297.*

Social science, congress, 329.*
Soldiers, care of sick and wounded, 7.

Solvent, gastric juice as a, 273.
Sore, mouth, nursing, 297.

Sores, primary venerial, 252.

Sow, milk of the, 60.
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Specialism, the question of, 232.*

Specimens in army medical museum, 309.

Speculum, new utero-vaginal, 200.

Spirit-rapper, apparatus for, 348.*

Spiritualism, 330.*

Splint. Smith's anterior, remarkable results of frac-

ture treated by, 328.*

Spontaneous; cure of hydrocele, 145;* rapture of

the heart, 39 ; cure of ovarian dropsy, 239.

Spot, plague, 328.*

Spring. Adirondack mineral, 507.

Stains of blood, detection of, 118.

Staphyloraphy, 281.*

Starchy food for infants, 199.

Statistics : medical of Farquier county, Va., 49 ; of

insanity, 249 ; of acquired and hereditary svphilis,

265.

Statue, the Onondaga, 347.*

Steam natural, hot and cold baths, 14S.

Sternum, osseous regeneration of, 321.

Still ingia in syphilis, 310.

Stings of bees, 308.*

Stomach, aneurism of the coronary artery of

—

physical examination of, 243.

Story, a foolish, 304*
Strange, diagnosis, 225 ;

sight
;
strychnia, poisoning

by, treated with ordeal nut, 234.

Stricture of the urethra, 503.

Subcutaneous injections of morphia in dyspepsia,

236.* •

Subinvolution of the uterus, 231.

Sudden death, the causes and prevention of, 252.

Suez, canal, effects on the climate, 144.

Suicide : ot an abortionist, 87 ; of a physician, 224.

Sulphate of morphia, parturient effects of, 283.

Sulphurous liquid, anhydride, 245.

Sun, sanitary influence of, 365.*

Superstition, more, 307.

Supporter ; silver uterine, 13 ; Dr. Babcock's, pro-

cidentia uteri relieved by, 213.

Surgeons, board of examining, 259.

Surgery; primitive, 296; conservative, 304.*

Surgical; reminiscences of an old practitioner, 28,

192; patents, 208; treatment of the hepatic ab-

scess, 283.*

Survivor of Perry's victory, 245.

Sweden, medical practice in, 18.

Sweet quinine, 268.

Sycosis, treatment of, 243.*

Synthesis, organic. 60.

Syphilitic; insanity, 116, 270; periostitis occuring

in epileptic diathesis, 295 ; soft nodes in, 303, 365
;

periostitis, acute, 341.*

Syphilis; transmission of non-primary, 180; sec-

ondary, 194 ;
constitutional, 252 ; statistics of

acquired and hereditary, 265 ; treated by carbolic

acid, ^77: tertiary, 296; stillingia in, 316; phe-

nic acid in, 245 ; from vaccination, 323 ;* treat-

ment ofiu France, 358 ;* hypodermic injections in,

860.*

Syringe, hypodermic, 508.

Syrup ; aromatic of blackberry root, 270 ; of iodide

"of iron, preservation of, 320.

Symptoms of poisoning by atropia, 263 *

System, glandular, iodide of ammonia in diseases of,

134.

T.

Tail, a true, 319.

Tapeworm; turpentine in treatment of 245, 282,

286; pumpkin seed in, 290.

Tapping; advantages of in tumors, 319; ovarian

cysts, with remarks on, 234.*

Tar, Guyot's concentrated solution of, 247.

Temperature ; of the blood, 44 ; normal in children,

253.
Testicles, ice in affections of, 245.*

Teeth
;
biting the snake to preserve the, 216.

Teetotalism, 19.

Tetanus, 227, 293 ; treatment of by large doses of

quinine, 9; bromide of potassium in, 118; calabar

bean in, 240 ;
traumatic, 355.*

Texas, opium culture in, 41.

Therapeutic
;
observations, a plea for, 245 ;

novelties,

235;* agent, ice as a, 494 ;
compendium of modern,

242,* 286 * of dysentery, 132.

Therapeutical bulletin, 17, 43, 83, 115, 167, 279, 324,

241,- 266.*

Thermometer ; value of in disease, 102; a clinic, 143.

Thigh, ununited fracture of, amputation, 269.

Thoracis paracentesis, carbolized oil in, 122
;
aorta,

aneurism of, 237.

Throat ; diseases of the, 286 ;* and lungs, dispensary
for diseases of in New York, 387.*

Tibia, trephining the, 230.*

Tide water section of Va. malaria in the, 245.

Tobacco, de-nicotonized, 53 ; effects of, on the hu-
man system, 358.*

Toe-nails, ingrowing simple treatment for, 226.

Tongue
;
sloughing of, following paralysis of hypo-

glossal nerve, 10; leaden color of in malaria, 297.

Tonsils, removal of enlarged without cutting, 317.*
Tooth-ache, collodion for, 23.

Toxic action of quinine, 297.*

Training; results of physical, 98; preliminary sci-

ence in France, 187-

Transmission ; of scarlatina to varioloid patients,

67; of non primary syphilis, 180.

Traumatic peritonitis, 195.

Trephining ; in comminuted fracture of skull with
compression, 229; the tibia, 230.*

Trichinae, 224.

Trousseau, the memorial of 208.

Tube, long, in intestinal obstractions, 274.*

Tuberculosis, pathology of, 275.

Tulley's, Dr., substitute for Dover's powders, 20.
Tumor ; of the brain, 92 : feigned of the jaw, 136

;

of uterus, 214 ; vascular of urethra, 232 ;* of uterus
removal of, 318

;
ovarian, unsuccessful operation

for, 318 ;* fibro-cystic of uterus ; colloid of ovary,
381,* 500.

Tumors; electrolysis in, 221; advantage of tapping
in treatment of, 319.

Turkish bath, the, and heart disease, 138.

Turpentine, virtues of oil of, 144 ; in the treatment
of tape-worm, 245 ; 282 ; 286.

Tympanites, abdominal puncture in, 235.
Tympanum, inflammation of, 123.

U.
Ulcer, old, 195 ; chronic treatment of, 129; umbilical

ccecum, 305*
;
hemmorrhage, 341*.

University of N. Y., 307*.

Unmannerly, 44.

Ursemic diarrhoea, 320.

Urethra
; imperforate of the male, 277 ;

rupture of,

289 ; vascular tumor of, 232* ; stricture of, 380*,
503.

Urinary organs, remarks on mode of after treatment
in operations upon, 34.

Urticaria, 295.

Utensil, an excellent, 281
Uteri, prolapsus, from enlargement of cervix treated
by arsenic, 193

;
procidentia, 500 ; relieved by Dr.

Babcock's supporter, 213.

Uterine
;
extra, pregnancy, 46, 129, 207

;
non-speci-
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fic and vaginal discharges in prostitutes, 217 ,*

rheumatism, 254.

Uterus ; inversion of with treatment, 12 ; action of

opium on, 54 ; rupture of, 131, 195 ; fibrous tumor
of, 214; subinvolution of, 231; cancer of the, 256*;

prolapse, 378*; fibro-cystic tumor of, 381*; car-

cinoma of, 499.

Utero ;—ovariotomy—death, 212
;
vaginal speculum,

a new, 209.

V.

Vaccination; animal, 276; 302; syphilis from, 323;*

benefit of, 349.*

Vaginal ; speculum, a new utero, 209 ; and uterine

discharges non specific in prostitutes, 217.

Yarioloid patients, transmission of scarlatina to, 67.

Vascular tumors of the urethra, 231.

Vegetable
;
oils, purifying of, 231 ; and animal sub-

stances, new method of drying, 349.*

Yenerial sores, primary, 252.

Yenesection, 183 ;
practice of, 335.*

Ventilation, economy of, 135.

Yeratrum, viride, action of, 262.*

Yesicoj; vaginal fistula, 69 ; intestinal fistula treated

by colotomy, 294.

Victim, another, 60.

Villosa, dioscorea, 317.

Virtues of oil of turpentine, 145.

Visit to M. IS
TELATO^", 181.

Yitalmeter,PfeirYers, 106.

Vomiting; obstinate, 307; hypodermic injections of

morphia in, 295.*

Vulgar, errors, 364.*

W.
Wall eye, 327.

War, Italian of, 1859, 125.

Warm rooms, 309.*

Washing the infant, 321.

Water, wanted good and plenty of it, 85; cold in
epilepsy, 243.*

Watermelon, 200; vs. diarrhoea, 321.*
Weather and eclipses, 242 ; for October, 369.*
Weights and measures, 264.

Weight and height of men, 170.
Welch fasting girl, 299.

Wens, hereditary, 57-

Wheat ; cutaneous diseases arising from, 243*
Wild yam, 317.

Winter resort, 244.*

Wire, aluminum ligatures, 222.

Witness, a medical, 141.

Womb, endoscopy of, 238.

Women; doctors, 133; the question, 225; medical
education of, 106

;
parturient binder in 302 ; 502.

Worm, tape, treated by pumpkin seed, 290.
Wound, punctured of skull and brain, 244 ;* death

from a dissecting, 301.*

Y
Yam, wild, 317.



INDEX TO CONTRIBUTORS*

ALEXANDER, 0. C. I 307.

APPLET, W. S. : 230*

AUTRY, ADOLPH, 267.

AYRES, H. P.: 149.

BALLIET, L. B. : 25.

BARBOUR, L.: 231.

BELL, JOHN : 507

BEER, H. M.: 247.

BLACKWELL, L. S. : 193.

BRAINDAG E, A. T : 169.

BROOKS, J. G. : 227.

BROWN. B. F. : 131.

BRUBAKER, H. : 229.*

BURD. J.P.: 231,* 256.*

BURNET, J. B. : 49, 89, 113, 154, 195, 289, 351.*

BURRITT, H. L. W. : 177, 335,* 367.*

BYROD, H. L. : 111.

C, E. : 188.

CANTERO, P. : 66.

CASS, E. : 315*.

CHADSEY, A. J. : 286.

CHAPIN, A.: 84.

CHASE, R. H.: 21.

CHITTENDEN, J. H. : 306.*

CHITWOOD, J. : 91.

COHEN, J. S. : 351.* 371,* 491

COOK, ABR.: 266.

COOK, WARD, 66.

COUES, E. : 305.*

CRAIGEN, W. J. : 71.

CROOK, O.: 172.

CROTHERS, T. D.: 32.

CUSHMAN, E. : 47.

DAVIS, J. T. :
307.*

DAVIDSON, G. N. : 227.

ERWIN, A. J. : 90.

FIELD, D. L.: 207.

FOREMAN, J. : 226.

FOX, G.T.: 306.*

" G." D. S. : 269.*

GARRISON, J. B. : 493.

GARRISON, J. B. : 45.

GITIIENS, W. H. II. : 498.

GITHENS, W. W.H.: 317.*

( I RAY ES, J< )SHUA B. : 283, 375.*

GREEN LEAF, P. L. • 64.

GRETCHELL, P. H. : 231,* 252.*

GRIGGS, O. B. : 290.

GRINES, J. F. : 246.*

GRISCOM, J.H.: 4.

II. H. G. : 20.

HADDOCK, J. W.: 270, 283, 312, 260 * 280 *

318,* 337,* 378.*

HALL, E.: 307.*

HALL, W. D. : 356.*

HAMILTON. A: S. : 215, 509.

HAY, THOS. : 274.*

HORNER, FRD., JR.: 49, 249, 336.*

HOLSTON, J. G. F. : 28, 192, 309.

HILLIARD, J. F. : 346.*

HORTON, H. L. : 314.*

IRWIN, A. J : 250.

JACOBI, PROF.IA. :
377.*

JONES, S. W.: 145.
« K. S. :" 306.*

KENNEDY, J. F. : 246, 347.*

KENNEDY, T. J. : 191.

"L.;" 169.'

LEAVENWORTH, D. C. : 255.*

LE CARPENTIER, JULES, 194.

LOMAX, JOS. D.: 92,194.
" M. :" 91.

MASON, E. : 284.

McAFEE, . : 64.

McKAY, R. H. : 316.*

McKENNAN, THOS. : 85.

MERRILL, A. P. : 155, 246, 252.*
MICHENER, E. : 225, 327.*

MILLIGAN, FRANCIS H. : 20.

MOBLEY, JAS. B. : 129.

MOSES, M. J. : 69.

NAPHEYS, GEO. H. : 17, 43, 82, 167, 187, 262.
279, 324, 241,* 266.*

NEWMAN, JAMES T. : 234.
O'REILEY, J. J. : 195, 213.

OPPELT, E. A. : 247.
P., J. B. R. : 308.

PAGE, FRANK W. : 29.

PALMER, J. M. : 46.

PALMER, CD.: 312.

PARISH, J. : 346.

PECK, W. F. : 212, 229, 269.
PURNELL, J. B. R. : 225.

QUIGLEY, J. M. : 227.

"R.:" 283.

REAMY: 206,266.
REYNOLDS, D. S. : 1.

RHOADES, S. : 291.*

RIDNOUR, W. T.: 214.
RITTER, J. : 290.

ROEBUCK, P. J. : 129.

ROLAND, M. L. : 114.

ROOP, F. A. : 291, 326.

ROSS, I. C. : 328.*

RUPPANER, A. : 311,* 331 * 508.
SEELY, W. W. : 260.*

SEYMOUR, E. W. : 3.

SHANNON, THOS. : 286
SMITH, ALBERT H. : a 209.
SMITH, H. C : 326.* m
SMITH, PROF. H. H. : 317.*
SMITH, Q. C. : 67, 132,
SNYDER, S. M. : 128.
STILLE, PROF. A. : 249 * 271.*
THOMAS, T. G., PROF. : 377.*
THOMPSON, T. C. : 145.
TURNBULL, L. : 109.
TURNBULL, W. M. : 282.
" V1NDEX," 365.*
WEED, SAME. : 495.
WILLIAMS, W. H. : 159.
WILLIAMS, D. S.: 331*
WILSON, J. STALNBACK, 171.
WOODWARD, J. P : 225.
WRIGHT, J.: 46.

ttm a iota



THE

MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER.
No. 644.] PHILADELPHIA, JULY 3, 1869. [Vol. XXI.—No. i.

Original Department.

Communications.

CAKBOLIC ACID IX ECZEMA.

By D. S. Reynolds, M. D.,

Of Louisville, Ky.

I desire to occupy the attention of your

readers for a few moments, not with the de-

tails of anything original. Yet there is some-

thing in the way of duty, an obligation due to

the medical profession, from every individual

member, that binds him to aid in confirming

recently developed facts, or principles in

science. It is a feeling of this character of

obligation, that prompts me to offer to the pro-
I

fession the details of the treatment of a few

cases of Eczema.

Believing, as I do, that confirmatory evil

dence is second in importance only to original

experimentation, in the demonstration of

facts.

Case 1.—A negro girl, aged 9 years, rather

small of her age, but well proportioned, had

enjoyed good health since her " second sum-

mer," during which -her mother says—she

had "the bowel complaint." She bears marks

of the strumous taint, as most negroes do.

Came to my office with her mother, January

28th, 1869. She complained of constipation,

loss of appetite, and an intolerable itching of

the face and scalp, which was thickly coated

with a yellow scab. The disease was conflu-

ent, the eyelids were intensely swollen, so much
so that it was impossible for her to separate

them. She had been treated—so I was in-

formed—by a very respectable and intelligent

physician of this city, during the past two

weeks, without benefit. The mother exhibited

tome a bottle containing a clear fluid substance

,

which I took to be a solutionof soda? bicarb.,
in water. This, she said, had been assiduously

applied during the period of Dr. 's attend-

ance. She had also given the child small doses

of castor oil every morning. The treatment

was certainly orthodox, but tins was appa-
rently a very obstinate case, as many cases of

eczema are. Xow, I thought, if the ci alka-

line" treatment had failed to arrest the pro-

gress of this great destroyer of juvenile happi-

ness, that carbolic acid, cautiously applied,

would make matters but little worse, if it failed

to confer benefit, and I determined to make,
at least, one application. Accordingly I pre

scribed

:

R. Carbolic acid, cryst., gr. ij.

Oleiolivse, §ss.
Fiatsolutio. M.
Sig.—Apply at once.

I directed that the parts be immediately
cleansed with tepid water without soap, be-

fore making the application.

I then directed ten grains of sulphite of

soda, to be given in water, every two hours,

and report at my office at 8 A. M., on the

morrow.

January 29—8 A. M.—J. M. called to ask

me to go and see his child. I found her about

same as yesterday, only she complained less

of heat and itching. The swelling in the eye-

lids somewhat abated; can open them just

enough to enable me to see the ball, perhaps
half a line. Tongue coated with a thick white

furr; bowels not moved for two days. Ordered
a tablespoonful of castor oil to be given at

once.

Skin looks clean, but appears somewhat
corrugated. I directed the surface of the face

and scalp to be bathed in tepid water, and

I
prescribed

1
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R Acid carbolic, cryst, gr. xvj.

Olei divas gij.

Fiet solutio. M.
Sig.—Apply night and morning.

January 30th.—Called at J. M.'s in Congress
street, and found my patient very much im-

proved ; can open her eyes almost as well as

ever she could ; bowels have moved copiously

;

skin becoming smooth; no itching; disease

spreading over the neck and chest ; ordered
the powders to be continued, and the carbolic

acid mixture to be applied to neck and chest

in the same manner as to head and face.

February 2d, 6 P. M.—Called at J. M's, find

my patient greatly improved. She now sits

up in bed, and is devouring the leg of a stewed
hen with an avidity that would do credit to one
of the canine species after a two days' fox
chase. Says she is well ; continue dressing

once per day ; omit the powders ; is to have any-

thing she wants to eat
;
may be allowed to run

about the yard.

February 8th.—Saw J. M/s child playing on
the street ; she is quite well, and says " I don't

want no more of that ar stuff what you put on
my face."

Case 2.—F.P's son, 5 years old, is a remark,
ably intellectual little fellow, of healthy pa-

rents, and free from any evidences of constitu-

tional taint. I was called to see him February
6th. I found his right cheek covered with
yellow scabs and vesicles, in irregular patches,

extending up over the temporal region, and
scattered at greater intervals over a consider-

able portion of the scalp. He complained of

nothing, only the heat and itching; he had
slight diarrhoea, with a slightly accelerated

pulse. His stools were mostly of a clay color,

and very watery. The disease was first ob-

served at the angle of the mouth, in the form
of a little patch of vesicles, on yesterday morn-
ing; has developed itself since that time. He
says " it burns."

I directed the scabs to be removed thrice

daily with tepid water. After each cleansing

to apply a solution of carbolic acid, in olive oil,

ten grains to the ounce, and directed six grains

of sulphite of soda to be given every three

hours in milk.

Feb. 7th. Mrs. Paul called this morning to

inform me that " Eddy's face is, if anything, a

little better." She says he slept well and does

not complain of itching, since the morning
dressing was applied ; his bowels have not

moved since ten o'clock last night.

Feb. 0th. Mrs. P. informs me that Eddy is
|

[Vol. xxi..

doing well, only that he refuses the milk with

the sodse sulphis in it ; has permission to

discontinue its use ; the dressing is to be ap-

plied twice daily, for two or three days, at the

expiration of which, Eddy is to be brought

to my office.

Feb. 11. There are some vesicles to be seen

on the forehead and upper eyelid; strict atten-

tion is to be directed to these parts, and the

dressing kept constantly applied ; he is to be
kept in the house, and brought back Saturday.

Feb. 13th. Saturday evening, Mrs. P. called

with little Eddy ; he is almost entirely well—
The dressing is to be continued once per day
until the skin becomes perfectly smooth.

I was called on the 21st of the same month
to see another member of the family, and
found Eddy perfectly well, with only a slight

discoloration to mark the seat of his previous

disease.

Case 3.—Little Laura B., aged 2 years has

always enjoyed excellent health ; no hereditary

taint, has had Eczema of both lids of the left

eye, extending sparsedly over the forehead,

during the past six weeks ; has been treated

during that time without benefit.

April 27, '69. Ordered scabs to be thoroughly

rubbed with tepid water three times daily, and

a solution of carbolic acid in olive oil, three

grains to the ounce, to be applied freely, after

each bathing, the parts to be covered with a

thin piece of old muslin, three grains of sul-

phite of soda to be given every four hours in

milk.

April 29th. Child seems no better, and re-

fused the soda. Ordered the quantity of car-

bolic acid to be doubled, omit the powder ; the

child has been scratching the eyelids
;
they are

now completely closed; she frets and cries

most all the time.

May 1st. "Was called early this morning
;

find my patient no better, except perhaps a

little abatement of the swelling in the lids.

The other eye is becoming affected ; ordered

the carbolic acid increased to ten grains to the

ounce of oil, and the cloth to be kept con-

stantly saturated with the mixture. Did not

see her again until May 4th ; found her very

remarkably improved; directed the dressing

to be continued until all the swelling disap-

pears and the skin becomes clean and quite

smooth.

May 9. I and Dr. A. were driving down
Portland Avenue this evening, and called to

see Laura B. She is now quite well ; there is

Communications.
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slight injection of the ocular conjunctiva of the

left eye, not enough to require any attention

beyond cold bathing. I told her mother to re-

port soon, if the eye did not improve satisfac-

torily. I heard no more from her until one

day last week, when her mother brought her

in to see me. She was then perfectly well.

I Mrs. B. expressed her gratitute very warmly,

and confirmed it before leaving the office by
placing into my hand a certain amount of that

article which is said to be the "root of all

evil," it was chiefly of a greenish hue, and had
a cross stamped upon its back. I am confident

that it was bestowed in a sense of Christian

duty.

Remarks.
It will be observed that sulphite of sodawas

ordered in all these cases, but was not taken

to any considerable extent by case No. 2 ; and
not at all by case No. 3. Yet they all recov-

ered. It may be, that they would have re-

covered much sooner had they taken it, in

fact I believe they would, because, I conceive

that fermentative processes in the lower part

of the stomach and bowels, are almost as con-

stant as the eruption, in eczematous and im-

petigenous forms of disease.

I have treated eczema, with the sulphite

alone, administered per viam longam, and ap-

plied externally at the same time, with good
results, but the carbolic acid treatment is the

most satisfactory mode with which I have any
acquaintance, because, 1st. It soothes the irri-

tation ; 2nd. It relieves pain and itching ; 3d.

It acts speedily, in many cases effecting a com-
plete cure in from eight to twelve days.

4th. The irritative action of the atmos-
phere is overcome without the use of cotton

butting, or oiled silk, which is not only very
difficult to retain upon an uneven surface, but
often times proves a source of great inconve-

nience to the patient.

I have selected these three cases as the sub-

ject of my paper, because Eczema is often a
very obstinate disease, and because these

cases, at any rate, two of them, show, in a

most satisfactory manner, that carbolic acid is

of great value as a curative agent, and I think

where there is an indication for an anti-septic,

astringent and sedative agent, combined in

'

one substance, that carbolic acid is the remedy
par excellence.

Assistant Surgeon Gillespie is detached
from the Mare IslandNavy Yard, and ordered
to the Mohican.

PERTUSSIS.

By E. W. Seymour, M. D.,

Of Junction City, Kansas,

Whooping-cough is a disease, the pathology

of which has not as yet been definitely made
out. But that it is a disease of the nervous

system particularly affecting the pneumogas-
tric and vagus nerves seems to be generally

conceded, and that it is an opprobrium medici,

witness the long list of remedies proposed for

its cure, and the number of deaths annually

reported from this cause alone and its compli-

cations.

In the present article, I do not propose to

offer anything new, as to its pathology, but

will relate from memory two instances of

sequelae of the disease, which go to show its

powerful influence over the nervous system,

and also I have to present a remedy, which

seems to me to be the long-sought desideratum

for its cure.

While living in Ohio, a few years ago, I be-

came acquainted with a boy, 22 years of age,

who arrested my attention from several marked

characteristics ; his mind apparently being un-

developed, and incapable of becoming so in a

great degree; and while his bodily stature

was that of a man, his cranium was very small,

and seemed to have ceased growing in child-

hood, while the rest of the head, the face, &c,
had grown, thus giving them an unseemly,

prominent appearance. Being quite interested

in the youth, I made the acquaintance of his

mother, and from her learned the following

facts : At the age of 6 or 7 years, he had an
attack of severe, uncomplicated whooping-

cough, which was very hard and persistent,

continuing for several months without abate-

ment.

But eventually he recovered or wore it out,

but since that time his head has ceased to

grow, and the little hat he then wore, his

mother still keeps, and it fits him perfectly

yet. (I am sorry that I did not take the meas-

urements, but as I did not, I cannot give

them). His general health since has been ro-

bust, and all his bodily functions have been
perfectly performed ; but not so with his men-
tal ones. At the time of the attack, he was
able to read a little, but since then has for-

gotten it entirely; and though he has been
under the care of various and competent
teachers, it has been utterly impossible for

him to acquire much knowledge, or anything
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akin to it. Still bis memory for natural events

seems to be perfect, as, should he see an acro-

bat perform or a horse run away, he will de-

scribe it perfectly years afterward ; but should

he learn his letters he forgets them the next

day. He can describe his father's house and
its location, but cannot remember its number
in the street. And so with a good memory
for natural events, he seems to have no capa-

bility for acquiring, what might be called

artificial knowledge, i. e., such as is generally

derived from books. His moral nature is like-

wise singularly affected, for he has become
that vara avis, a perfect specimen of negative

virtue. He sins not, because he cannot. Has
apparently no power of learning anything bad
or wrong. Goes to no bad places, not from
principle, but from instinct ; and though he
should be with swearing men for a year at a

time, seems not to be able to acquire the

power or habit of using oaths. His usual

utterance of words is indistinct, but he talks

intelligibly and connectedly ; is regular in his

attendance on public worship and Sunday

school, though probably he does not under-

stand a word of what he hears there.

This sketch of his case is necessarily imper-

fect, as I took no written notes of it, but is

very interesting, as showing the powerful re-

sult the whooping cough may have upon the

human system.

The next case is that of a child of a year

old, who, though the attack of the cough was
light and of short duration, commenced imme-

diately to lose its incisor teeth and all at once.

The nutrition of the teeth was impaired and

they commenced gradually to decay, beginning

at the incisive edge of the crown ; first the

enamel would soften off and then the dentine

would assume a grayish green hue and become

of the consistence of hard cheese, and when
extracted, each root had a large pulpy ulcer,

which had shut off the nutrient vessels and

must have been excesively painful. In no

other way can I account for the sudden prema-

ture decay of teeth in a child so young, than as

a sequela of whooping cough.

And now for the treatment. In the younger

days of my practice I hail lost several cases of

this disease, chiefly through complications

with convulsions and encephalitis, and have
since thought that whoever would discover a

sure remedy for this disease would be a pub-

lic benefactor and save the lives of thousands

of the innocents. The chestnut leaves are at

present much vaunted as a cure in some por-

tions of the country, but as they don't grow
in this portion of Kansas, I have had no op-

portunity of trying them. I recollect in a

former epidemic in the east hearing several

gentlemen relating their experience, as to the

efficiency of red-clover tea (trifolium pretense)

in this disease, and as these gentlemen were

all of reliable character and good judgment,

though not medical men, I resolved to try it,

should an opportunity offer.

But none has offered until this spring, and

we are now in the midst of an epedemic of the

disease. A trial of the clover occurred to my
mind, but alas, in Kansas, red-clover at present

is as scarce as silver is for currency, and so I

bethought myself of a substitute. The odor-

ous, active principle of clover and of tonka

beans, I thought must be identical, and so re-

solved to try the latter. I did so by making a

decoction of the beans sliced, and adminstered

to the patient ad libitum, and was astonished

and surprised to see that in a very short time

the disease was modified and not long after

stopped. I have used the same medicine in

several instances since, and in all save one,

with the following result. If the case is a re-

cent one, the spasmodic character of the cough

but just commenced, it is mitigated on the

second day, and entirely disappears on the

third or fourth day. If the cough is of longer

duration and has become more firmly estab-

lished, it takes much longer, but a marked ef-

fect is manifest in a week at longest in any of

the cases I have had. In the exceptional

case, ! have mentioned, the tonka bean had
the same result as in the others, and the cough
had nearly disappeared when the father in-

sisted on the child being vaccinated, and as

the arm grew sore the cough returned, but

was again allayed by the beans.

"With the beans as a remedy I am highly

pleased, but have no doubt, but that, if I pos-

sessed the Coumadin, its active principle, I

should find it much more efficacious and prompt
in its results, and hope that others will give it

a trial and report its result in their hands.

THE NATURAL CHEMISTRY OF PHY-
SIOLOGY.

By J. H. Griscom, M. D.,

Of New York.

One branch of the New York Academy of

Medicine is the " Section of Obstetrics and
Diseases of Women and Children," which
meets monthly, at the residence of its Presi-

dent, Dr. Mark Blumenthal, and discusses pro-
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essional subjects vigorously. At the meeting

eld last May, the following paper was pre-

ented by Dr. John H. Griscom :

, The Natural Chemistry of Physiology is of

ourse understood to be the true basis of cor-

poreal organization, the difference of the nu-

merous animal tissues being dependent upon

heir varied compositions. The same prin-

ciple is also applicable to the numerous secre-

[

tory functions, the healthful operation of each

• being dependent upon the normal composi-

tion of the materials included in the functional

j

operations. The privation of any one or more

of the numerous materials devoted to the

fstructure, or the presence of some abnormal

' materials, necessarily produces derangement

I of the functions, which we designate disease.—
One of the most frequent sources of organic

and functional disturbances, and of the priva-

|
tion of the vigor and soundness of many of the

!

functions, is the deficient chemical composi-

i tion of the tissues concerned therein, frequently

I resulting in abnormal tissues, and the develop-

j

ment of unnatural secretions.

The irritation and diseased condition of

various structures is necessarily the conse-

|

quence thereof, and the amendments thereof

j

depend upon the chemical correction of the

J

fluid and solid tissues. Diseases of the skin,

j

such as furuncles, carbuncles, erysipelas, urti-

caria, eczema, and many others, p^re almost

j

, wholly attributable to the chemical derange-

i ment of the nutritious sanguineous fluid. Un-

der these circumstances, the internal structures

f being deprived, to a certain extent, of the

composition which is required for the perfect

operation essential to good health, to the de-

velopment of tissues and secretions, and cor-

rectness of functions, these normal operations

j
being thus impaired, the materials thereby re-

tained are submitted to the high temperature

of the organization, and necessarily undergo

more or less decomposition and fermentation,

thereby giving rise to abnormal chemical con-

stituents, which being innutritious are neces-

sarily poisonous, and being absorbed into the

circulation give bad results in very numerous

modes, thereby causing a large proportion of

well known complaints.

I It is therefore a great desideratum to have-

some means whereby the decomposition of

the internal matters referred to, maybe pre-

vented, and vicious influences thereof upon

other tissues avoided, even where the foul

substances have been absorbed into the blood.

Many otlier diseases are also well known to

result from the absorption into the circulation

from without of certain poisonous influences,

which thereby cause derangements, very often

fatal. Of this class of disorders a few marked

illustrations are Scarlatina, Small Pox, Typhus

Fever, Yellow Fever, Cholera, and Syphilis,

which are the results of the presence in the

circulation of certain foreign influences pro-

ductive of deranged chemico-physiologic pow-

ers. The applicability of some means for the

arrestation and prevention of the decomposi-

tion of the tissues and secretions, and thereby

enabling all the functions to remain normal,

and assisting them to perform their requisite

duties, is of course of great importance, and it

is one of the most happy results of the intelli-

gence and faithfulness of many medical prac-

titioners, that many articles of the materia

medica have proved useful for said purpose.

In no other common disorder than the sub

ject of this section's present consideration,

viz : Diarrhoea, is the capacity of certain arti-

cles of the materia medica more markedly

successful, although the therapeutic influence

of the articles now generally employed there-

for, were almost wholly accidently discovered,

not being based on chemical science.

In this particular disorder, and also in

almost all others derived from zymotic causes,

it is a very felicitous circumstance that we are

now in possession of a means for the arresta-

tion of the influence of nearly all those abnor-

mal and poisonous influences. The antiseptic

and disinfectant powers of several chemical

materials by their application to very numer-

ous animal and vegetable compounds which

undergo decomposition and fermentation when

exposed to the atmosphere, and especially to

the heat of dwellings and the high tempera-

ture of the sun, have long been appreciated

and used for the purpose by external applica-

tions ; and of these antiseptic properties it is

a very happy circumstance that there are some

materials equally useful for the prevention of

the same effects in the interior of the human

organization, by introduction therein.

Of the antiseptic materials long known as

valuable for external use, there are a few

which have been used internally for very

numerous reasons, and found equally useful in

both applications, viz : carbolic acid, pure

carbon, sulphurous acid and nitrous acid. Of

the first named article, very numerous illustra-

tions of its hygienic powers, both in surgical

and other occasions, have been reported, but
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of the sulphurous acid its long aud well known
antiseptic property has been ascertained to be

remarkably useful in many internal diseases

and with that my own experience has been
most abundantly and happily successful.

In every case of diseases resulting from zy-

motic causes, which have fallen under my
care and responsibility during the past five

years, also a considerable number which, in

general, are not attributable to that source,

the use of this particular article has, without

an exception, proved to be hygienic in the or-

ganization, not only suspending the functional

disturbance, but also restoring the normal and
healthy condition, and thereby removing
almost all symptoms of disease.

In nearly all the disorders heretofore named,
and also in dyspepsia, cholera infantum, cho-

lera morbus, diarrhoea, dysentery, and inter-

mittent fever, the corrective influence of sul-

phurous acid has manifested itself almost in-

variably, and its combination with the other

therapeutic agents which have been the basis

of treatment for a long time, has greatly aided

them therein, though, in most instances, it

alone has proved fully effective.

The form of administration of this remedy
which alone I have used, is that of the sulphite

of soda, which, when inserted into the diges-

tive organ, very probably undergoes decompo-

sition, and thereby both the articles of its

composition, viz., the acid and the alkali,

exert a corrective influence upon all tissues

and secretions with which they come in contact.

Of the immediate influence of this article

upon the subject of our present consideration

(Diarrhoea), I have very recently had evidence

in two cases, one a child two years of age, the

other a lady near sixty.

In both cases a single dose of soda sulphis,

in the former five grains, in the latter twent}T-

four grains, caused immediate suspension of

the symptoms and a complete restoration of

health in forty-eight hours, by a few repeti-

tions of it. In another recent very serious

case of typhoid fever, a lady of thirty years of

age, whom I saw in consultation after about

four weeks illness, and of which disease the

family physician had asserted certain fatality,

the administration of this article, which I sug-

gested, was followed with a complete restora-

tion of health m a fortnight.

In two cases of Scarlatina also, this spring,

equally successful results were produced in a
very short time by the same remedy, admin-
istered in combination with febrifuges and
other remedies appropriate to the peculiar

symptoms of each case.

Medical Societies.

MEDICAL SOCIETY OF W. VIRGINIA,
This Society met at Clarksburg, on Thursday,

June 2, President H. W. Brook, of Morgantown, in

the chair. The session opened with prayer by Rev.

Wade. The President delivered his address on
;

" The duty of the physician to make the practice of:

his profession the chief business of his life,"—able

and interesting.

Dr. Bowcock, of Clarksburg, and Dr. Huskill, of

West Liberty, were elected members. An essay on

" Medical Fraternity" was read by Dr. Ramsay.

Dr. Ramsay reported an interesting cure by elec-

tricity of amaurosis. A resolution to divide the

State into four districts with two members in each

to report on the medical botany of the State was

adopted. Dr. Ramsay reported a fee bill, which

was recommitted. A resolution to memorialize the

Legislature to appoint a State Geologist was adopted.

An election resulted—President, J. W. Ramsay; V.

Presidents, Dr. Hildreth, of Wheeling; Dr. Bron-

son, of Upshur; Dr. Cooper of Welisburg; Trea-

surer, Dr. J. C. Hupp, of Wheeling; Secretary, Dr.

Lazell, of Fairmont ; Board of Censors,. Drs. Bates,

Borkebile, Brock, Baird, Allen, Legge and Camp-

bell.

The meeting in 1870 will be held at Parkersburg.

BROOME COUNTY N. Y. MEDICAL SO-
CIETY.

THE SEMT-ASTXUAL MEETING.

The semi-annual meeting of the Society was held

at Bingbampton, on the 11th ultimo, at half-past one

o'clock P. M. Dr. S. H. French, in the chair.

The President announced the special order of

business, that of reporting cases occuring in the

practice of members.

Dr. Crafts made mention of a case of membranous

croup, at present under his care apparently doing

well.

Dr. Freeman stated the peculiarities of a case of

oblique inguinal hernia, in which the hypodermic in-

jection of sulphate of morphine was very effectual in

assisting the reduction.

Dr. J. G. Orton presented the report of a case of

ovarian dropsy, of two years' duration, in which he

had performed the operation of ovariotomy, remov-

ing a tumor and its contents weighing twenty-seven

pounds. Complete and rapid recovery followed.

Dr. L. D. Witherill reported a case of opium poi-

soning, in which the administration of belladonna

appeared to have a controlling influence ; the patient

recovered.

Dr. S. H. French 2d, reported a fatal case of

opium poisoning, in which belladonna had been used

to no purpose.
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Dr. J. H. Chittenden also reported a similar case.

Dr. J. C. Edson reported a case of hydrocele of

very large size. Operation successful.

Dr. L. Griffin presented the minutes of an inter-

esting case of cystic disease, in which he had been

called in counsel.

Dr. S. H. Harrington reported a case of an exten-

! sive incised wound of the knee joint.

Dr. J. G-. Orton, as Secretary, read a communica-

tion which he had solicited from Dr. L. H. Allen, of

Owego, descriptive of a very rare, interesting and

instructive case of fatty degeneration of the liver, of

Q the waxy variety, occurring in a child of only five

months of age.

THE NEW YOEK ACADEMY OF
MEDICINE.

We clip from a New York daily paper the follow-

ing in reference to the meeting of the New York
Academy of Medicine, held on the evening of the

17th.

Dr. STEPHfezsr Rogers read a paper on

SUMMEB MORTALITY.

The Doctor prefaced his paper by remarking that

there was always a marked and startling increase of

mortality in large cities during the hot seasons of the

year, and it was important to the medical profession

to look into the causes of this increase. He then

proceded to read some statistics, the summing up of

which showed that while his assumption no doubt
held good in reference to New York, it was not true

of either London or Paris ; in both of which cities

the death rate is greatest during the cold months.
He then proceded to remark that it was really not
so much a uniformily high temperature as a sudden
increase of temperature which produced marked
aftal results, and even this was only the case when
such an increase was upon an original temperature

of about 80 degrees Fahrenheit. The most obvious

form in which such fatal results were apparent was
that of sun stroke, upon which the Doctor proceeded
to dilate at considerable length, but without present-

ing anything particularly new in reference thereto,

except to propound the somewhat startling theories

that whereas the human body is much cooler un-

clothed than clothed, therefore, it would be best for

all persons during the hot weather to wear as little

clothing as the laws of society will permit, and,

secondly, that ice-water is an excellent means of

producing coolness, its use in unlimited quantities

must be beneficial to over-heated humanity. Most
of the remainder of the paper was devoted to a dis-

quisition on the clothing and feeding of babies, in

which Dr. Rogers discountenanced, the use of flan-

nels as clothing for infants, and recommended, when
the milk of the mother proved insufficient, either in

quantity or quality, for the proper nourishment of

the child, unadulterated cow's milk alone should be

used as a substitute. At the close of the paper, Drs.

Post and Gaerish made some remarks, both taking

pretty strong ground against nearly all of Dr. Rog-
ees's position. The Academy then adjourned for

two weeks.

CENTRAL NEW YORK MEDICAL AS-
SOCIATION.

The second annual meeting of the Central New
York Medical Association was held at Rochester,

June 16th.

The following gentlemen are the officers of the

Association: President, E. M. Moore, Rochester;

Vice Presidents, Alfred Boultre and Samuel West
;

Secretary, T. S. Brinkerhoff; Secretary pro. tern.,

Edward Hull
;
Treasurer, Alfred Mercer.

Dr. Win, T. Plant, of Onondaga, read a paper

upon the " Ordeal Bean of Old Calabar."

Dr. Edward Hall, of Cayuga, read a paper on
"Double Uterus," relating several very interesting

cases in his own practice, and referring to leading

authorities upon the subject.

Dr. Samuel Weed, of Wayne, read an essay upon
" The use of ice as a therapeutic agent."

A paper on Asthenopia, was readjby Dr. E. M.
Curtiss, of Oswego. He discussed the diagnosis and
pathology of the condition of the eye in full.

Dr. Didama offered the following resolution, which

was adopted

:

Resolved, That all papers approved by the Publication

Committee be approved by the Secretary for publication

in any respectable medical journals which he may select,

with the understanding that due credit is to be given to

the authors and the Association.

The President, Dr. E. M. Moore, gave the Associa-

tion a very practical and useful address on the rare

accident, the " Colle's Fracture," giving full details

of several cases which he was able to examine ana-

tomically within a few hours after the injury was

received.

The Association adjourned to meet at Syracuse 011

the 3d day of December next.

Care of Sick and Wounded Soldiers.

Regret was expressed, according to the Cor-

respondence de Berlin, that the United States

was not represented at the International

Conference held at Berlin, relative to the care

of wounded soldiers in time of war, and a

member of the Prussian committee proposed

a resolution, which passed unanimously, ex-*

pressive of their regret that no delegate from

the United States was present, and instructing

the committee to send the report and particu-

lars of their sessions to the United States

Government, and to the various societies for

the care of wounded soldiers.
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Editorial Department.

Periscope.

Fracture of the Scapula.

E. E. Coleman, M. D., of St. Louis, Mo., con-

tributes the following case to the Med. Archives,

June, 1869 :

On December 19, 1867, 1 was called to see Mrs
P., set. 53, of delicate frame and nervous tempera-

ment, who, while stooping, in the act of making a

fire, was struck on the shoulder with such force by a

piece of plaster falling from the ceiling, as to pros,

trate her on the floor, from which she was unable to

rise, until assisted by her children, by whom she was

placed in bed, wThere, on my arrival, I found her in

a very excited condition, and complaining of excru-

ciating pain whenever she attempted to move.

On examination I found, with much contusion of

the soft parts, a fracture of the body of the scapula,

extending through the spine, about an inch and a

halffrom its lower extremity, for which I applied the

usual dressing, in such cases, of compress and roller

around the chest, and fixing the arm so as to immo-
bilize the parts. The case progressed satisfactorily

for several weeks, when the bandages causing such

excoriation of the axilla as to necessitate a different

form of dressing, I contrived an appliance which,

upon trial, I found to obviate the inconveniences of

the roller, while it met all the indications, and was

much more simple. This consisted merely of a form

of " waist," made of three thicknesses of muslin to

give it firmness and strength, and laced over each

shoulder, and under the arm of the side opposite the

injury, in such manner as to make it fit perfectly

tight by lacing. This, as stated, answered an ad-

mirable purpose ; she could wear it with comfort

;

in a few days its effects were well marked, and the

case progressed favorably until a firm bony union

was secured. I have since used the same appliance

for fractures of the ribs, and found it equally effica.

cious. I also exhibited a specimen of it before the

Medico-Chirurgical Society, of this city, the members

of which were favorably impressed with it, and ex-

pressed their determination to use it.

But an interesting phase of the case now com-

mences From the long-continued immobility of

the parts there was a false or partial anchylosis of

both the shoulder and elbow joints. This I endea-

vored to overcome by passive motion, and, even

under the influence of chloroform, with but partial

success. She was unable to straighten the arm, and

was barely able to get the hand to her head by car-

rying tbe arm forward. She was unable to elevate

the elbow in a line with the body, and an effort to

raise it by force caused her much pain. On the 10th

of April, 1869, while coming down stairs, she missed

her footing, and fell a distance of thirteen steps of

eight inches rise each. In her efforts to save the af-

fected side, she instinctively threw out her arms, and
received the force of the fall on the opposite side.

Of course she was considerably jarred by the fall,

somewhat bruised, and no little frightened. I was
sent for immediately, and being apprised of the

nature of her fall before I left my office, expected to

find some serious injury, possibly a re-fracture of the

same scapula. Before I arrived, she herself had
made up her mind for another six months' suffering

But, upon examination, I not only found that she

had received no fracture, but that she had recovered

complete use of her " lame arm." Her accident had

accomplished, in a moment, that which I had unsuc-

cessfully attempted for fourteen months. Except

from the few contusions she had received, no pain or

inconvenience followed. »

Anomalous Accouchement.
Dr. Wm. J. Buege, M. D., of Atchinson Kansas,

reports the following case to the Leavenworth Medi-

cal Herald :

Mrs. C, a well-formed, healthy woman, primipara,

ret. 20, called me at 8 A. M., April 5th, 1869. I

found her in the first stage of labor, and in excellent

condition, but as the pains reoccurred only about

once in ten minutes, I anticipated a tedious case, and

left the house promising to return at noon.

At 12 M. I found my patient progressing favor-

ably ,' presentation natural (vertex) ; os dilatable

;

pains more frequent, and no apparent reason for

much delay. After watching the case until 4 P. M.,

and discovering no perceptible advance, I went home
to dinner—my patient being but a few steps frommy
residence. Returning at 5 P. M., everything seemed

encouraging ;
pains at intervals of two minutes, and

some progress. Soon after this time the contractions

of the uterus became violent, of short duration, and

almost incessant. At 9 P. M. the character of the

pains continuing as juststated, I commenced giving

chloroform, which was very acceptable to the pa-

tient, although not pushed to the point of unconcious-

ness. All night long this state of things continued.

I was astonished at the slow advance of the child, as

there seemed to be no material impediment. The

general condition of the woman exhibited no indica-

tion for interference. At 2 A. M. I ruptured the

membranes, and at 4 A. M. the head was born.

—

There were two turns of cord around the neck, and

it was with some difficulty that I removed them. At

the next contraction, with some assistance in the way
of traction, the child was born. It was a fine large

boy. I thought he was dead, but in a minute or two

| he showed signs of life, and soon thoroughly revived.
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I stopped giving chloroform, though the mother had

been concious all the time. Everybody present (the

mother not excepted) was delighted. I gave imme-

diately fluid extract secale cornutum £j, and waited

rather more than half an hour. Then as pain came

on, I attempted to deliver the placenta by means of

gentle traction on the cord with my left hand, while

with my right index finger I tried in vain to reach

the distal extremity of the cord. With no warrant-

able amount of force could I succeed. Besting a few

! moments longer, and finding my patient losing as I

N thought too much blood, I determined to extract it.

On introducing the hand gradually into the uterus,

I grasped about half the diameter of the placenta

(centrally), and just above this came upon a bundle

of cords which passed up through a firm ring which

I

was about an inch in diameter and perfectly unyield-

ing. Finding it impossible to extract the whole pla-

centa, I concluded to bring away as much as I

could : so following down one by one the cords or

bundle of vessels above mentioned, till I reached a

point where I could break them, I detached them one

by one and extracted the principal bulk of the after-

birth. The womb contracted in such, a manner that

there was no further hemorrhage. It seems to have

been a case of complete " encasement " of the pla-

i centa, and I suspect this condition obtained during
1

the greater part of the labor, which, to my mind, ex-

\

plains the character of the pains, and the slow pro-

;

gress of the child. I believe the double turn of the

cord around the child's neck, drew upon the placenta

i
(which was attached to the fundus) in such a man-

ner as to cause violent irregular contractions of the

uterus until the vessels of the placenta at the place of

constriction were fairly dissected out, forming a

1 mere bundle of cords. I remained by my patient

more than an hour, and finding that she continued

comfortable and in good condition, went home and

lay down to rest. An hour and a half afterwards I

j

• was summoned in haste to see her. I found her

;

palid, pulseless, with blue lips, restless and breathing

with difficulty. I grasped the uterus and found it

well contracted. Examined instantly and found

no flooding. One of the women remarked that she

had examined before I came, and she had not bled

j

any. She was perfectly concious. I commenced
feeding her with whisky. It was no use, for in ten

I minutes she was dead. No post-mortem could be

j

obtained. I think she died from mere exhaustion,

loss of vital energy produced by the protracted labor.

No medicine whatever was administered during the

I progress of this case, except the chloroform and ergot

I
as mentioned.

Treatment of Tetanus by Large Doses of Qui-
nine.

I Me. Haynes Walton, physician to St. Mary's

Hospital, reports in the Medical Times and Gazette

for Nov. 14, 1863, p. 558, a case of Tetanus healed

by the administration of quinine in large doses. It

is one in which well marked symptoms of trauma

tic tetanus, following an extensive burn in an adult,

gradually diminished in intensity, and finally disap-

peared, after the internal administration of quinine,

in large doses.

Henry W., aged 28, a telegraph man, was admit-

ted into St. Mary's Hospital, under the care of Mr.

Haynes Walton, on March 4, 1868. He was suffer-

ing from severe burns of both thighs, both hands

and right arm, caused by the explosion of a naphtha

lamp. Dressings of carron oil were first ap-

plied over the injured surface, and afterwards,

when the suppuration became very profuse and
foetid, poultices of linseed meal and charcoal. The
man was placed on ordinary diet with the addition

of six ounces of port wine, and two grains of qui-

nine with ten minims of tincture of steel were ad-

ministered three times during the day.

Twelve days after the accident (March 16) the pa-

tient complained of some difficulty in opening his

mouth. Five grains of calomel were immediately

prescribed. The following day the mouth was
firmly and almost constantly closed ; there was also

some stiffness in the cervical muscles, but nothing

of the kind was complained of as affecting other

parts of the body. The man was now" ordered to

take sulphate of quinine in ten grain doses three

times a day, and also six ^ounces of port wine and

four ounces of brandy. At night twenty minims of

laudanum were administered.

For ten days, from the 17th to the 26th of March,

the man continued in much the. same condition.

The pulse was weak, and varied from 108 to 120.

He suffered much pain, had violent spasms, and got

but very little sleep. On March 27, the eleventh

day after the supervention of the tetanic symptoms,

he began to improve ; the teeth could be separated to

the extent of a quarter of an inch, and the spasms

became less violent. After March 31, the fifteenth

day, he had no severe spasm. He was up and

moving about the ward on April 16, and was dis-

charged as cured on May . 9, having been detained

in the hospital by an attack of erysipelatous inflam-

mation invading the wound on the right arm.

During the administration of the quinine, which

was continued as long as the severer tetanic symp-,

toms were present, the man did not present any

sign of cinchonism.

Aphasia.

Heney Mansley, M. D., London, Physician to

the West London Hospital, etc., etc., in an article

concering aphasia published in The Lancet, for Dec.

5th, 1868, p. 721, argues at length against what he

terms the " fanciful theory " of M. Broca. The
purport of his objections may be gathered from his

remarks upon the physiology of language, as follows

:

I shall begin by asking whether the advocates of

Broca's theory have really considered what they defi-

nitely mean by it. For my part, I find it impossi-
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ble to understand, nor can I satisfy myself that they

themselves understand clearly what they mean by
the faculty of speech. It is obvious that they do not

intend to denote thereby the muscular acts into

which states of consciousness are translated: they

would hardly locate the muscular act in the poste-

rior part of any convolution. They cannot surely

mean the feelings and ideas of the mind which are

translated outwards in speech : they would hardly
" crib, cabin and confine " all the ideas and feelings

in the fragment of a convolution. What, then, is

that faculty of speech which they locate there ? Hav-
ing the ideas and the ideational centres which minis-

ter to them, and the muscular acts and the motor
centres from which they proceed, what oth?r special

faculty and nervous centre are required for the phe-

nomena of speech ? Broca and his followers seem
to have deceived themselves by the creation of a

wonderful metaphysical entity distinct from the

phenomena, which they call a speech faculty, and
locate in a portion of the third left frontal convolu-

tion. Every idea of the mind is then supposed to be
obliged to travel there from the most distant convo-

lutions of both hemispheres, from the north and the

south and the east and the west of the brain, to get

itself spoken—translated into a muscular act of

speech. In no other way can it get outward articu-

late expression. But if this be so, it will be neces-

sary to suppose that nerve-fibres from all the idea-

tional centres of all the convolutions converge to

this particular convolution. We know that commu-
nicating fibres, the radiating fibres of the cerebrum,
do converge from all parts of the convolutions to the

motor centres below ; but of any similar fibres con-
verging to a particular convolution, we have not the

shadow of any evidence.

Now, the truth is that there is no more a special

faculty of speech in the mind than there is a special

faculty of dancing, or of writing, or of gesticulation.

All the voluntary movements of- the body maybe
called the outward expressions of ideas. The move-
ments of the tongue have not a special kind of con-

nexion with the mental processes, though their con-

nexion is a very intimate one. If a person be dumb,
he must use the muscles of some other part of the

body to express his ideas, and he may use the mus-
cles of any part that is capable of a variety of mo-
tions

; these then become his language. A man may
learn to write with his toes, but they are not so con-
venient as the fingers for such purpose, and there-

fore it is not worth while learning to do so. So with
regard to speech : the tongue is the most convenient
organ, because it is capable of such a great variety,

delicacy and complexity of movement, and because
its movements, in conjunction with those of the lips,

modify sound, and thus make audible language.

But because its muscular acts receive, on this ac-

count, a special name—are called speech—they are

not special in land, and have not a more special fac-

ulty in the mind than any other definate co-ordinate

movement has. Where would the advocates of

Broca's theory suppose that the faculty of non-artic

ulate language of an intelligent deaf and dumb person

was located ? To what particular convolution would

they assume that the ideas must travel in order

get themselves expressed in gesture language ? Would
they locate all the bodily movements in the convolu

tions ?

But it may be that those who uphold Broca'j

theory would argue that their favorite convolution'

is the seat, not of the ideas nor of the muscular acts

of speech, but of the words in which ideas are

clothed for expression. Have they, then, reflected

seriously on what words are ? A word is nothin

more than the artificial mark of the muscular act of

speech into which the idea is translated, and a nam
nothing more than a particular word appropriatec

to mark a certain idea, so that when heard or seen

it may excite the same idea in our minds or a simi

lar idea in other minds. The name or word has no

independent vitality; it is merely a conventiona

sign or symbol differing in different languages ; nor

is it an indispensable instrument of thought. As the

example of Laura Bridgman, who was deaf, dumb,

and blind, proves, it is possible to think without

words as well as to express thoughts without words.

The two essential factors in intelligent speech are

the idea and the motor act : the former having its

seat in the grey matter of the convolutions ; the lat-

ter proceeding from the nerve-centres of the motor'

nerves which go to the tongue and other muscles

concerned in speech. The subordination of motor

to ideational nerve-centre here is in conformity with

the subordination of all other motor centres to the

supreme ideational centres ; and the muscular acts

of speech proceed from their appropriate motor

centres just as the muscular acts of a limb which

is accomplishing some intelligent purpose proceed

from its appropriate motor centres. To say that

it is in names we think, and to make of the name
an influential factor intervening between the idea

and the muscular act of speech, is to mistake

names for things ; it is to substitute the barren

and conventional sign winch marks the idea either

for the idea itself or for the means of its physical

expression, which, as we shall see, do intervene ac-

tively in the mental lifa.

Paralysis of the Hypoglossal Nerve, followed
by Sloughing of the Tongue.

Edwaed Ballard, M. D., reports in the Medi-

ical Times and Gazette, for March 20th, 1869, page

296, the following case, which, if not unique when

the fact of recovery is taken in consideration, is al-

together an instance of rare occurrence. The limita-

tion of the disease is not the least extraordinary

feature it possesses

:

On December 23d last, he was requested by Dr.

Fergusson, of Claremont-square, to see with him a

gentleman who had been suddenly attacked that day
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with difficulty of articulation. He was 78 years of

(

age, and, until within a few weeks of his attack, had

1 never known what it wTas to be ill—eating and

, arinking heartily, and living tolerably freely. He
j|i had been under Dr. Fergussons care for a week or

Jt two on account of what appeared to be a neuralgic

affection in the occipital region, attributed to ex-

posure to a draught wThile traveling in a railway

carriage. On the day in question he had been per-

mitted to take a drive, and while away became all

at once unable to articulate freely. He was seen in

the evening. The principal symptoms were an in-

ability to pronounce the lingual consonants ; the

labial consonants and all the vowels he. managed

very well. There was no drawing of the face, and

lie could pucker his lips readily. His pulse was
quick ; but this might have been due to alarm. The
tongue was protruded steadily, but slowly, and only

to a short distance beyond the teeth, inclining also

to the right side. There was difficulty, too, in swal-

lowing both solids and liquids ; the attempt to swal-

low solids seemed to agitate him. The act was
performed with manifest effort, the face being dis-

torted in the effort as it is when a person with a

sore throat attempts to swahow. Still, the throat

was not sore, and there was nothing abnormal about

s ; the fauces observable on inspection. He complained

. still of the pain extending from the nucha towards

the occiput, chiefly on the right side. During the

succeeding days, although he was supported with

such nourishing liquids as he could be induced to

swallow—strong beef-tea, soups, milk, etc., together

with plenty of wine—his bodily powers steadily

weakened, and a distressing cough added to his suf-

1
ferings. He was unable to clear his throat of the

nmucus he coughed up, so that it hung about the

Iifauces, rattling there until it was removed mechani-

cally. The saliva also ran from his mouth, evidently

' oecause he could not swallow it. The pulse was
•never less than 98 or 100, and was weak and com-

pressible. The prognosis was most unfavorable.

During the last few days of December, a fcetid

)dour was observed in the breath, and the tongue,

iabby and insensible, lay crushed partially by the

eeth on the right side of the mouth.

On January 1st, it was apparent that a great part

)f the organ was completely dead, and a line of

leparation having commenced, it was thought ad-

visable to remove the dead portion with the scissors.

More than half of the tongue was thus removed, no
lsemorrhage following. This operation gave him
;reat relief, and certainly added to his comfort. The
ilcerated surface was dressed daily by being painted

vith a solution of carbolic acid in glycerine. The
>ain in the back of the head had by this time nearly

lisappeared, the cough was better, and he gradually

icquired greater facility in expectoration.

On January 6, he had improved very much in

very way. Although he had lost flesh considerably,

he had felt sufficiently strong to sit up in a chair

while his bed was made ; he swallowed fluids with-

out much effort, and he was free from pain. The
wound of the tongue was clean, and the surface was
beginning to heal.

On February 26th he was vastly improved, was
up, and had been out for a drive more than once

;

had regained his strength and natural plumpness,

and had learned to swallow solids as well as liquids.

He had dined ^hat day upon boiled mutton. He
articulated even the lingual consonants imperfectly,

and there was no difficuly in understanding every-

thing that he said. Still the saliva dropped from the

right side of his mouth as he talked, compelling the

constant use of his handkerchief. On examining

the mouth, it was observable that the right side of

the tongue was wanting as far back as the palatal

arch, the root of the tongue forming a stump with a

prolongation forwards ending in a rounded point on
the left side. The death of the tongue was evidently

not quite confined to the right side, but" had extend-

ed to the tip of the organ on both sides.

The treatment he received was chiefly support

with wine, brandy, and such food as he could swallow.

The back of the neck was kept sore with blistering

fluid. Bark and ammonia were given him during

the period of the greatest depression, occasional aper-

ients, and towards the latter end of the case he had

bromide of potassium given him.

The Diagnosis of Chancres.

Dr. A. C. Haynes gives the following differential

diagnosis of chancres in the Nashville Journal of

Med. and Surg., culled from the best authorities.

CONSTITUTIONAL CHANCRE.

1. It has an incubation of about twenty-five days.

2. It comes first from the direct application of the

virus of a constitutional chancre. Second, from sec-

ondary accidents in a secreting form. Third, some-

times from the blood of a syphilitic person in the

secondary period.

3. It occurs most often alone.

4. It wrill not inoculate itself on the individual who
bears it, nor on a person who has the constitutional

syphilis.

5. It does not begin with a vesico-pustule, but by

a simple erosion, and sometimes by a papule.

6. The constitutional chancre presents itself under

the form of a superficial ulceration with edges in
.;

clined. This ulceration is covered, in part, by a

false membrane, w7hich resembles, in a very marked

degree, the spawn of a frog. The borders are of a

lively red, the form of the ulceration is generally

regular; it suppurates a little.

7. It is rarely painful.

8. It is accompanied, ninety-nine times out of a

hundred, by an induration at the base
;

elastic,

chondroide induration, having no characters of in-

flammatory induration.
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9. The lymphatic ganglia in the neighborhood of

the chancre become, indurated and enlarged, hard

and indolent, having no tendency to suppurate.

10. The constitutional chancre produces but very

litfle reaction ; has a great tendency to heal ; it ul-

cerates but little, and seldom ever takes on the gan-

grenous or phogedenic form ; it has a very regular

march.

11. It is the first apparent manifestation of the

syphilitic diathesis ; it is then the sign, of the general

infection of the economy; we sometimes see the

roseol, angine, &c, appear befoie its complete cicatri-

zation.

12. It belongs especially to the human family.

LOCAL CHANCRE.

1. It has no incubation.

2. It comes from the contagion of a local chancre

or a virulent bubo.

3. It is generally multiple.

4. It is inoculable, ad infinitum, to all individuals

including the one who bears it. The pus from the

suppurated bubo is inoculable only when it is viru-

lent.

5. It begins with a vesico-pustule.

6. Presents itself under the form of a deep ulcera-

tion ; the bottom is filled with a species of organic

detritus mixed with pus. The borders are as if cut

perpendicularly, separated from the adjacent parts.

7. It is nearly always painful.

8. The local chancre is generally accompanied by

inflammatory induration, but never by specific indu-

ration.

9. It is nearly always accompanied by adenitis in

a suppurating form, and sometimes furnishing inocu-

lable pas.

10. It is a very grave local lesion; has a very

strong tendency to ulceration
;
very irregular in its

march ; has no tendency to heal as the constitutional

chancre ; it sometimes takes on the phagedenic and

gangrenous forms.

11. It is purely a local accident ; has no connec-

tion whatever with syphilis.

12. Transmissible to some animal species.

Inversion of the Uterus, With Treatment.

Dr. James Blake, Professor of obstetrics and dis-

eases of women and children, Toland Medical Col-

lege, publishes the following case in the Pacific

Med. and Surg. Jour., March, 1869.

The following case of inversion of the uterus is

interesting, I think, principally for the instruction it

affords for following a different line of treatment

from that usually advised.

Mrs. S., set. 22, was confined of her first child

Sept. 27, 1868, after a labor which lasted twelve

hours. The labor was stated to be natural, and as

she resided in the country some miles from the resi-

dence of her medical attendant, the child was born

two hours before he arrived ; and it is stated the

after her labor she seemed to be getting on quit

comfortably. The placenta not being delivered

the time of the arrival of the physician, efforts wer
made to bring it away. After these had been cor

tinued some fifteen or twenty minutes, the patten

stated that she felt something give way, and almof

immediately fainted. The physician then thottgl

the head of a second child was coming, but I bt

lieve soon recognized the nature of the tumor. Tli

placenta which was adhering to the inverted uteru

was removed. Its removal was followed by a grea

deal of flooding. Unsuccessful attempts were mad
.to reduce the uterus. After five or six hours anothe

physician was called in, and an attempt was agai

made at reduction, but owing to the prostration (

the patient had to be discontinued, as manipulatio]

of the uterus increased the hemorrhage. Afte

twenty-four hours, the patient having partially ral

ried, a persistent attempt to replace the uterus wa
made under the influence of chloroform, but failed

On the 29th a messenger was dispatched to Sai

Francisco to request me to go up to the case, but a

he could not directly find me, another physician re

turned with him. The next day the patient wa
kept under the influence of chloroform for thre

hours whilst attempts were made to reduce th

uterus, but without success. They had to be dis

continued on account of convulsions coming on, an!

for two hours the patient was so prostrated that sto

was expected to die. The inversion was pronounce*

as irreducible. Three or four days after this last at

tempt I was again sent for, but on account of pro

fessional engagements I was unable to leave tin

city, besides which, on hearing the history o£ tto

case, I concluded that the best time for attemptin:

reduction would be in the third week after labor, a

a time when the process of involution is going oi

most rapidly; and as all hemorrhage had ceased an

the patient was comparatively comfortable, I advise*

the friends to wait until that time, every means he

ing used in the meantime to restore the strength.

On the 22d of Oct. I visited the patient, and fount

her general health in a most satisfactory state. Oi

vaginal examination, I found the uterus inverted

about the size of a large turkey egg, and wholly con,

tained within the vagina. After the rectum an^

bladder had been emptied the patient was placeC ;

under the influence of chloroform, and the uteru:

was reduced in thirty minutes. An india rubbe

ball pessary will dilated was introduced into tb

uagina and retained for twenty-four hours. Tb

recovery was rapid and perfect. Three days afte;

the reduction she was sitting up, and in a week v/a;

walking about. Menstruation occurred in fiv<

weeks, and has recurred regularly ever since. Sh^

is in fact perfectly well.

The method I used was that advised by Dr.

Emmet of New York, and to it I attribute m a

great measure the ready reduction. On mtrodnC'
J
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ing the band into the vagina the fingers were carried

up to the neck of the tumor. Here a well' marked

sgroove or sulcus was found, caused by the inversion

not having entirely obliterated the leowr part of the

cervix. Into this groove, the points of the first

three fingers were introduced and separated in dif-

ferent directions, so as to stretch the ring which sur-

rounded the neck of the tumor, the body ofthe uterus

lying in the palm of the hand and being slightly com-

pressed by the thumb and little finger. After a few

minutes the constricting ring began to yield, and

the groove around the upper part of the tumor be-

came deeper, and as above stated, in thirty minutes

complete reduction was made.

From the facility with which reduction was effected

after it had existed more than three weeks, there

can, I think, be no doubt but that the treatment

pursued was the right one, although it is not that

universally advised in our systematic works on the

subject, where it is stated that the difficulties ofreduc-

l tion increase in proportion to the length of time

during which the uterus remains inverted, andwe
are advised to use every means that our patient can

stand short of sacrificing life, in order to effect im-

mediate reduction. My own opinion is, that in those

rcases in which reduction cannot be performed im-

\\ mediately or within a few minutes after the accident

takes place, the best tune for effecting it is that

; which I have pointed out, or about three weeks after

I'idelivery. The fact that the altered position of the

* uterus does not in the least interfere with the pro-

Vcess of involution—as it takes places after delivery

—

i is interesting, and is not what have been supposed

16

a priori to have been the case. I had, however,

I learned that such was the fact from a case I saw
ksome years ago, but in which reduction was not at-

tempted. There can be no doubt that where the ac-

cident is at once detected, immediate efforts at re-

| Auction are generally advisable, but a very short

rtime is enough to produce a congested state of the

Viterus, and a contraction of the fibres about the

iaeck, which frequently oppose an insurmountable
;

J

''obstacle to reduction. Fortunately, when this is the

;ase, the hemorrhage can generally be checked by
' :old or the application of strong styptics, and by
1

ceeping the patient on her back and restoring the

trength by proper diet, we can wait for the time in

' yhich the diminished size of the organ will certainly

acilitate its replacement.

Silver Uterine Supporter.
We have before us one of Babcock's Silver Uter-

• le Supporters advertised in our columns. It is a
; ery neat and complete instrument, and well adapted

b accomplish the objects of a supporter in cases

''here an external basis of support is considered ad-

i sable.

,
Dr. Josiah Atkinson, a well known physi

j
an, of IS ewburyport, Mas3., committed suicide re-

ttitly. Cause, temporary insanity.
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Reviews and Book Notices.

Mammoth Cave, Kentucky, By A. D. Binkerd,
M. D., Cincinnati, Ohio, Pamphlet, 95 pp., Price

50 cents ; to be had of the author.

This seems a complete and sensible guide book

to this extraordinary natural curiosity. The author

does not think the cave of any value as a sanitarium,

for which it was once used, and we think his rea-

soning is sound.

Photographs of Diseases of the Skin, taken from
Life, under the superintendence of Howard F.
Damon, A. M., M. D., etc. Boston. James
Campbell. 1867. Series 1 and 2.

The value of the photographic method in record-

ing clinical experience is rapidly becoming appreci-

ated, and these very handsome photographs of skin

diseases will contribute to its popularity. They

represent a good variety, including eczema, ecthyma,

rupia, icthyosis, pemphiguus, etc. The artistic ex-

ecution is excellent, and the cases chosen typical and

well marked. To be sure, we have to do without

the discoloration, so peculiar and ofsuch diagnostic im-

portance in some dermatic complaints, but on the

other handwre have the consolation of knowing that,

color aside, these pictures are faithful records of na-

ture's own handiwork.

Microscopic Examinations of Blood ; and Veg-
etations found in Variola, Vaccina, and Typhoid
Fever. By J. A. Salisbury, M. D. New
York. Moorhead, Bond & Co. 1868. 8vo. pp. 66.

If we were asked what is the latest theory of dis-

ease we should reply the fungoid and animalcular

theory, that which, going back to the views of Galen,

seeks to explain pathological states by the presence

of a morbific something which interferes with the

physiological performance of function. Galen, how-

ever, had no very clear idea of what this something

was, and it is only within the present age that mi-

croscopic examination had asserted that the morbific

agent is in fact low forms of animal and vegetable

life. All animal poisons, contagious, and diseases

have by turns been proclaimed to be proofs of this

view.

ISTone of the defenders of this latest theory have

been more active, none are so " advanced" as Prof.

J. H. Salisbury. If his opinions are correct, his dis-

coveries in medicine transcend all others in this cen-

tury ; if incorrect, he adds but another to the Ion g

list of blinded enthusiasts, hobby-riders who raise a

temporary dust, but soon sink into oblivion.

In the volume whose title wre place at the head of

this article, he describes the Biolisis typhoides>

which characterizes typhoid fever, the Ios variolosa

vacciola the specific cause of small-pox, the Cryp ta

carbunculata which produces carbuncles, the Zymo-

tosis escularis which destroys horses, and other
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cryptogams and low forms of life which lead to

death. The earlier part of the book gives minute

directions how to examine diseased and healthy

blood, with a view to discover the various foreign

elements, etc., in it. The work is well printed on

fine paper, and the illustrations are good. It is

worth having as as curiosity, and may turn out to be

epoch-making in pathology.

Cases in Orthopedic Surgery. Head before the
Massachusetts Medical Society by Buckminister
Brown, M. D., with photographic illustrations of

the cases presented. Boston, James Campbell,

1869. 1 vol., cloth, 8 vo., pp. 23.

This is a separate publication of an article in the

transactions of the Massachusetts Medical Society.

It describes twenty cases of deformity, and illus-

trates them with photographs from casts and from

the living subject. The photographs were admira-

bly taken, and the results shown speak most favora-

bly for the progress of modem orthopedic surgery,

and the skill of Dr. Brown in using its varied re-

sources.

Transactions of the Homoeopathic Medical So-

ciety for the State of New York, vol. 6, 1868, 8

vo. pp. 736.

This bulky volume, well printed and well illustra-

ted at the expense of the State, may be taken as a

fair index of the activity of homoeopathic practi-

tioners, their fidelity to the colors under which they

sail, and their devotion to real science. We have

turned its pages with especial intent to see what

contributions it contained to surgery, anatomy,

botany, physiology, chemistry or pathology—those

sciences which are not under debate between us and

them, and to a large extent at least, are equally impor-

tant to both.

We speak without bias when we report that there

is positively not one article on any of these sciences

which contains valuable original matter. Dr.

Hedges gives a description, and not at all a perfect

one, of hydrophobia ;
" hydatids" are the subject of

of an essay by Dr. Duncan ; taenia soluim by Dr.

Woodvine ; thermometrical phenomena in disease

;

fibrous uterine polypi ; cocculus indicus. How does

it happen that subjects of this nature, offering as they

do extended fields for novel investigation and exper-

iment are treated by the best minds in the homoeo-

pathic ranks without adding anything to general

knowledge? The authorities quoted are Beale,
ROKITANSKY, WUNDEBLICH, VON SEIBOLD, KlB-

chenmelstee, West, Gooch, etc., all without ex-

ception physicians of the much abused "allopathic

school." We know how it happens. The man who
rides a hobby, who blinds himself by adopting one

exclusive idea, incapacitates himself from that free

investigation and broad, liberal study of fact, essen-

tial to progress in exact science. " Similia simili-

6i(6," and " contraria contrariis" are just such

hobbies.

As for treatment, we have little to say. Such
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doses as two drachms of the oil of male fern, two
ounces of castor oil, thirty grains of bromide of am-
monium (pps. 98,183,) etc., may be "the mini-
mum dose," and strictly homoeopathic, but it is cer-

tainly not infinitesimal any longer.

We conclude by the frank expression of our opin-
ion, that the homcepathists ofNew York will merit
the respect of intelligent men more, when they show
by earnest labor in abstract science that they have
a soul above "potencies - "

Transactions of the American Ophthalmological
Society. Fourth and Fifth Annual Meetings,

1867, 1868. New York. 1869. One Yol. paper

800. pp. 143.

This volume contains a number of very valuable

papers, some of which have been published in the

journals—a bad custom, which ought to be stopped

—

and some of which cannot be found elsewere. The
Society, we may remind our readers, was founded

in 1863. Most of the members are from New York
and New England—rather too many of them for the

generic name which the Society has assumed—and
the meetings have been usually held in one of the

north-eastern States.

The first article is a report on the progress of

opthalmology for 1865-6, by Dr. B. Joy Jeffbies
?

of Boston. It contains a bibliography and the sta~

tistics of forty-one opthalmic hospitals and infirm-

aries. The same writer contributes " A Point in the

Physiology of Vision," " A case of Herpes zoster

Ophthalmicus," and " Beinarks upon the Principle

of the Thaumatrope." Dr. John Geeen, of St.

Louis, has articles upon the use of leaden styles in

disease of the lachrymal sac, and on tests for astigma-

tism. Dr. H. D. Noyes, of New York treats of astig-

matism, retinitis and Graefe's operation for cataract.

Dr. Mobton, of Philadelphia describes a case of en-

cephaloid tumor of the eye ball. Drs. G. Hay, of

Boston ; H. Derby, ofBoston
;
Holmes, of Chicago

;

Lobing, of New York
;
Hildeeth, of Chicago, and

Williams, of Cincinnati, are other contributors.

Farm Impliments and Farm Machinery, and the
Principles of their Construction and Use : with
Simple and Practical Explanations of the Laws
of Motion and Force as Applied on the Farm.
With 287 Illustrations. By John J. Thomas. 1

Yol. pp. 302. Price $1.50. Orange Judd & Co.,

New York city.

This is an excellent t\ ork which has been highly

appreciated in previous editions by the farming com-

munity. The present edition is carefully revised by

the author, and largely augmented. It is undoubt-

edly the best work of the kind in the American mar-

ket.

Dr. E. W. Debouze, Dr. Feed. J. McNulty
and Dr. John H. Nobbis, charged with holding offi-

cers' commissions in a regiment being raised for

service in Cuba, were arrested in New York at a

late hour on the night of the 22d, by United States

Deputy Marshals, and lodged in Ludlow street jail.
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MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER.

PHILADELPHIA, JULY 3, 1869.

S. W. BUTLER, M. D. , & D. G. BRINTON, M. D. , Eds

8®" Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and

Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,

News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

To insure publication, articles must be practical,

Irief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

We particularly value the practical experience of coun-

try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfullv belongs to the profession.

TO SUBSCRIBERS.

This number begins the 21st volume of the

Medical and Surgical Reporter. A
large number of subscriptions are due from

this date, and we look to a prompt response

to the bills already sent out and being sent.

—

Our Mis always call for PAYMENT IN AD-

VANCE.

TURNING- ANOTHER LEAF.

We herewith present to our readers the

initial number of a new volume of the Medi-
cal and Surgical Reporter. To our old

friends, we have only to say that we have no

backward steps to take. They will see that

we appear in a new dress, and with improved

general appearance. We are having our

printing done under new arrangements, an

important item in which is greater prompti-

tude in the execution of the work, whereby

we shall be enabled to mail the Reporter to

subscribers several days earlier than hereto-

fore, and thus reach our more distant readers

at a date approaching more nearly that of the

day of publication. The contents of the last

volume are, if anything, more varied and in-

teresting than those of any hitherto published.

No volume has ever had so many contributors,

and a glance at the list in the index of the

volume will exhibit the great interest shown
by the profession in the contents of the

Reporter, which has become the great me-

dium of inter-communication between mem-
bers of the profession all over the country—

a

means of consultation in important cases, with

the best minds in the profession, particularly

valuable to the country practitioner, who is>

in a great degree, isolated from his brethern.

In this connection our department of u Queries

and Replies" is rapidly growing in interest

and importance. We wish this and all the

departments of the Reporter to be well sus-

tained with communications on all subjects of

interest to the profession. Let communica-
tions be practical and as brief as possible,

without sacrificing anything that is really ne-

cessary for the elucidation of the subject.

To the many who will from this date become
stated readers of the Reporter, we can

promise a weekly installment of communica-
tions, mostly original, on all sorts of subjects,

which are calculated to excite inquiry and
stimulate thought. We hope they will not

be silent spectators, but enter with life, ani-

mation and intelligence into the debate.

Write briefly and to the points without waste

of words if you can ; if you cannot, write at

any rate, and we will make use of such

thoughts in your communications as in our

view are worth reproducing, giving you due

credit for them.

In conclusion, we will say that while we
have some things to discourage us in our

labors, the balance is very largely on the side

of encouragement. Old friends continue to

smile on us and give a prompt and liberal

moral, intellectual and material support, and

their ranks are being daily recruited in an

increasing ratio. It shall be our constant en-

deavor to serve old and fast friends, to bear

with and retain, if possible, those who are

weak, and to increase the number of those

who will aid us in building up American peri

odical literature.

There are those who persist in looking across

the Atlantic only for their medical literature.

Let them look ! They will soon find them-

selves—if we are any judges of the signs of the

times—in the position of one who, in the full

blaze of the morning sun as he .rises in his

majesty, still stands gazing on the stars that

are gradually fading from the~ firmament

!

Let those stars illumine their own systems

and serve us on occasion, but they cannot dis-

place our own lights, if we prove true to our

present status aud future prospects as a pro-

fession.

A long pull, then, a strong pull, and a pull

altogether to advance the science and art of

medicine in America!
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PHYSICIANS AS DISPENSERS OF
MEDICINE.

At the recent meeting of the American

Medical Association, Dr. Herrick, of Louisi-

ana, offered an amendment to the Code of

Ethics, to the effect that physicians ought to

resign to competent apothecaries, when such

are within reach,' " the whole business and

profits of dispensing medicine." [See this

journal, last volume, p. 425.] This is of a

character with the substitute bill offered by

the druggists of this city at the last meeting

of the State Legislature in reference to the

drug trade. This bill provides virtually that

no physician, unless he be also a graduate of
the College of Pharmacy, shall open, or have a

drug store in the city of Philadelphia. "We

speak advisedly on this rendering, having sub-

mitted the bill as it appears in the paper book

to competent counsel.

Kow, both Dr. Herrick: and the Philadel-

phia druggists are wrong. The education of

a physician, his professional standing, and his

personal morality and self respect, all not

only qualify him, but urge him at times to

dispense his own medicines. We urgently

recommend iphysicians to do so much more
frequently than is now the custom. We see

in this a means to control and limit the adul-

teration of drugs, and give to therapeutics a

certainty which it now largely lacks. In for-

mer times, the physician prepared and dis-

pensed very generally his own prescriptions,

and this is now the prevailing custom in Eng-

land. It should be so here.

The innumerable retail drug stores, most of

which depend for their living on selling opium

to opium-eaters, patent medicines, perfumery,

liquors, and segars, are a nuisance in our large

cities. Their drugs are bought at the cheap-

est rates and of the poorest quality. They
injure the physician in his practice, and the

public in its health.

We sincerely hope that Dr. Herrick'S pro-

posed amendment to the Code of Ethics will

be rejected at the next meeting. If accepted,

it will be a step toward undermining the

whole of that Code, which should never

trench on personal liberty.

It is just as honorable to put up a prescrip-

tion as to write a prescription , and it is mak-

ing an untrue distinction, one founded on false

ideas of honor and dignity, to decree that a

physician can honorably do the one but not

the other. Any idea of vulgarity as connected

with trade, does not exist in well regulated

minds in this country.

The motive of the suggested amendment is

that physicians may not " allow their pecu-

niary interests to compromise their duties to

their patients." This is sufficiently vague.

Do the thousands of country practitioners who
dispense their own medicines allow this ? Is

it likely that any such regulation will prevent

a rogue from cheating, or make an honest

man any more honest ? It will be an individ-

ual hardship to many worthy practitioners,

and will never hinder a grasping man from

getting unjust gains.

As for the Philadelphia druggists' bill, so

coolly calculated to " wipe out" all dispensing

doctors in this city, we shall see to it, that the

profession here is not caught napping.

CONSUMPTION AND FEVER IN SOUTH-
ERN MEXICO.

Mexico, both as a neighboring country, and
as one of great extent and of striking climatic

characteristic and contrasts, and of wonderful

variety of products of the soil, not to speak

of its mineral wealth, must have large claims

on our attention. Curiosity is also kept con-

tinually on the stretch by the ever changing

phases of political life. The topic which just

now engages our notice is suggested by
the work of a French writer, Dr. Jourdanet,

in which he treats of the " Influence of Mexico
on the Life of Man." The subject is a com-

plex one, for the several geographical divisions

of that country represent regions which, in

climate, soil and vegetable productions, are

the very opposite of each other. In the South,

and along the west, we find tropical heat and

vegetation, and disease, in its most malignant

form. In central and northern Mexico, on

the other hand, with its high table lauds, we
have the coolness of middle and northern

Europe, with its cereals and its pines. Two
neighboring States, Yucatan and Tobasco,

present strong contrasts in their topographic

climate and sanitary characters. " Washed b}'

the waters of the same sea, (Gulf of Mexico)

whose temperature is 8 or 9 degrees hotter

than that of the Atlantic Ocean in the same

parallel, and warmed by the same sun to a

neat that often reaches 100 degrees Eahr., in

the shade, the nature of the soil in these two

districts is so diverse as materially to affect

the state of the atmosphere, and the influence

which it exerts upon the human economy in

each."
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In Yucatan the soil is shallow and calcare-

ous, covered in some places by a scanty vege.

tation, and for the most part arid and desti-

K tute of rivers. The atmosphere is heated and
dried to such a degree, when the wind is from

the land, during the day, as to make life only

tolerable by all the resources of art. The con-

;

- trast to this condition of things offered in the

adjoining State of Tobasco is most striking.

The greater part of this State is little better

•than an extensive marsh, from the overflowing

at particular seasons of the numerous rivers by
which it is intersected, and from the rich, allu.

vial deposit which they leave. Vegetation,

under the combined influence of abundant

moisture and a tropical sun, is everywhere so

luxuriant that cultivation only is wanted to

make this district one of the most fertile in the

world. But it is under the influence of such

I causes that periodical fevers of the worst kind

make their appearance, and even the acclima-

tised Indian and half castes barely live, and
without increasing in number. The act of

opening the soil is said to bring almost certain

death to the white man.
We have here an excellent opportunity for

observing the contrasted effects produced by
the extreme dryness and moisture of the soil

in modifying the influence of a tropical sun

upon the human constitution.

In Yucatan, with its dry and calcareous

soil, pulmonary consumption, as we hear from
M. Jourdanet, ranks among the most common
diseases. Different, however, from that slow

consumption so generally met with in north,

ern latitudes, and which furnishes matter for

the moralist and poet, it is an acute disease

which destroys its victims rapidly, and hurries

them to the grave without admitting the

shadow of hope. The frequency of this dis-

ease is very great. Endemic and hereditary

at the same time, it seizes both on those who
are predisposed to it, and on those whose con-

stitutions might have been supposed to guar-

antee them against its attacks. Dysentery, in
an epidermic ibrm, attributable to the dryness
of the soil, is of frequent occurrence and fatal-

ity in Yucatan.
In Tobasco inflammatory affections are

quite rare, and consumption and pneumonitis
are in consequence seldom seen. The cases
of the former which are to be found come
from Yucatan and other parts of Mexico, and
are sent to Tobasco for the sake of the favora-
ble influence which the climate of the latter is

known to exert. The same air which gen-
erates intermittent and remittent fevers is an-
tagonistic to consumption.

Comments, 1
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Notes and Comments.

THERAPEUTICAL BULLETIN.*
Compiled by Geo. H. Napheys,M. D.

No. 18.

This column will contain each week a collection of the
Recipes, remarkable for their novelty and elegance, now
in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by
them in recent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics,
and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly pubiishep
monographs and systematic treatises, and in the current
medical periodicals of this country and Europe. It will
include formulae for hypodermic injections, for inhala-
tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments,
lotions, collyria, etc,, etc.

This selection will be such that each prescription will
commend itself, both by its intrinsic merits, and by the
authority of the name of tbe physiciau by whom origi-

nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest

and best approved therapeutical expressions of the pro-
fession—to aftord a periscope of the remedial measures re-
sorted to by eminent living physicians.

It is proposed, hereafter, to classify these formulae, and
issue them in book form

Treatment of Neuralgia.

[Continued from Bulletin No. 1.]

M. Bertbakd, Paeis.

152. B Veratrise, gr. v,

Morphias sulphatis, gr. iij.,

Adipis, §j- HI-

The painful parts to be rubbed with this ointment

frequently when the paroxysms of pain are at their

height, and as often as they require. Two or three

frictions suffice in the majority of cases. M. Ber-

trand has published a number of cases of facial

neuralgia, and of neuralgic headache in which qui-

nine and blisters had been tried without effect, and

which yielded promptly to this application.

J. M. Da Costa, M. D.

153. R. Extracti conii fluidi, ^ij.

Ammonias muriatis, gr.v.

Syr. aurantii corticis,

Aquas aa. fgss. tr^.

For one dose, ter die.

In neuralgic headache associated with plethora

rather than anemia in young women. Also, a

drachm of cream of tartar before breakfast, daily, or

if necessary twice a day.

154.. R. Liquoris potassas arsenitis, gtt. v.

Syrupi rhei aromatici, fgj. rt\,.

For one dose, ter die after meals. Employed in

the facial neuralgia of women. At night apply a

hot salt bag to the back of the neck and order the fol-

lowing pill

:

155. R. Extracti belladonnas, gr. \.

Extracti hyoscyami,
Extracti colocynthidis compositi,

Pulv. zinziberis, aa. gr. j. tit.

Also, an occasional mustard foot-bath.

* Entered according to Act of Congi-ess, in the year
1869, by Geo. H. Napheys, M. D., in the Clerk's office of

the District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylva-
nia.
N. B This copyright is not intended to prevent medi-

cal journals publishing these articles, but only their being
issued in book form.
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Dr. Dumas, of Montpelier, France.
156. R. Castorei, gr. xxx.

Camphoris, gr. xv.

Pulveris opii, gr. viij.

Confectio. rosae, q. s.

To be divided into 15 pills and used for nervous

affections of the abdominal organs in women.

Guy's Hospital, London.
157. R. Liq. plumbi subacetatis,

Tincturae opii,

Mellis, aa. f.gij.

Confectio. rosse, 3J. M.
Fait, linimentum.

This is known in the pharmacopoeia of the hospi-

tal as Linimentum Plumbi Opiatum and is much
used.

London Hospital.
158. R. Tincturse aconiti,

Linimenti saponis, aa. f. §j. M.
To be used as an anodyne liniment.

Edward John Tilt, M. D., etc., London.

Bectal Suppository.

159. R. Extracti hyoscyami, gr. iij.

" belladonnae, gr. \

To be made round, coated with cocoa butter, and

introduced at night. This is the suppository Dr.

Tilt most frequently prescribes, for it relieves pain

without constipating.

Vaginal Suppository.

160. R. Morphias sulphatis, gr. |
Buttyri cocoas, q. s.

For one suppository, to be used at night.

Enema.

161. R. Battley's solution of opium, f.gj.

Tincturse hyoscyami, f.^j.

Aquae, f.^iij. M.

One tablespoonful of this, or double the quantity,

to be added to a little warm milk and injected.

Liniments.

162. R. Morphias sulphatis,

Atropiae sulphatis,

Olei rosae,

Alcohol,

Olei olivae, ad

gr. viij.,

gr. iv,

gtt. ij,

f,lss,

fSiv. M.
This liniment should be shaken before it is used.

The sulphate of atropia should be employed, as it is

more soluble than atropia, oil is much better than

glycerine as the constituent of liniments.

Another excellent and elegant sedative liniment is

the following

:

163. R. Atropiae sulphatis, gr. viij,

Morphias sulphatis, gr. xvj,

Aconitas, gr. ij,

Acidi sulphuri diluti, v,

Alcohol, f.Iss,

Olei olivas ad f.^iv. M.

Or, if a stimulant effect is also desired,

164. R. Chloroform, f.gss.

Spts. terebinthinae, f.^j,

Camphoris, gij,

Olei lavendulas, rrj? xx,
Olei olivae ad f.5vi.

The first four ingredients should be mixed before

adding the oil, and the liniment should be well

shaken before it is applied.

Edward Waakes, M. D., Lond. F. L. S. Luton.
165. R. Potasses bicarbonatis, ,^iss.

Extracti ergotas fluidi, f.gj.

Infusi ergotae, f^ vJ- M.
Two tablespoonsful every four hours in Tic Dou-

leureux.

Dr. Aug-. Waller has found that certain sub-

stances, such as atropia, strychnia, morphia, and

the tincture of aconite, when mixed with chloroform

and applied to the skin, are absorbed rapidly ; but

if alcohol is used instead of chloroform, absorption is

delayed or altogether prevented. The ability of in-

troducing rapidly into the blood these active nar-

cotics, without the use of the hypodermic syringej

will be of much importance in these cases in which

even the slight puncture of that instrument is dread-

ed. It will also be of value in those instances in

which it is necessary or advisable to keep up the

effect for a long time, as in hydrophobia, chronic

neuralgia, tetanus, &c.

Medical Practice in Sweden.
In one of Mr. Prime's recent letters to the N.

Y. Observer, he gives this description of medical life

in Sweden

:

In Sweden a physician makes no charge whatever

for medical attendance, and, what is more remark-

able still, very many of the people who can afford to

pay for the services of a doctor are willing to avail

themselves ofsuch aid without paying anything for

it. One physician told me that of ninety-six cases

that he had treated within a certain time only six paid

him at all ! It is customary for those who do pay to

pay by the year, and fifty rix dollars, or about twelve

American dollars, would be a large sum for persons

in good circumstances to give for the benefit of a

physician's counsel for a whole year. There is,

therefore, no great inducement, in the way of profit,

to go into the medical profession. Nor is it an in-

troduction to society, the physician not being in this

respect materially above the apothecary in social

standing.

The Marvelous Virtues of Pulsatilla—No More
Version.

Mekcy B. Jackson, " M. D." claims as her

own, the great discovery that a fraction of a
drop of tincture of pulsatilla will cause evolu-

tion of the child in cases of mal presentation

so that the vertex will come down and a pre-

ternatural be changed into a natural labor.

She denies emphatically that Dr. Bentham is

entitled to the credit of this wonderful ad-

vance in practical obstetrics. See The Medical

Investigator
,
(Homoeopathic) p. 243 et passim,

tempora ! O mores !
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Invalid and Fracture Bedsteads.

Some weeks since a correspondent wrote from
* South Carolina making inquiry for an invalid bed.

—

We replied—under the head of Queries and Replies

—that we could give him no information on the sub-

ject, as, if such things were made in this country, the

makers were too short-sighted to advertise them.

—

Since then, Furman & Wells, of Addison, Steuben

county, IS". T., have sent us a very ingeniously con-

trived Invalid Bed, simple in its arrangements, on

which the patient can recline in several different posi-

tions, and having a number of conveniences attach-

ed. The cost of the bed is moderate. All it seems

to lack to make it almost perfect is a mattress fitted

to it. We would suggest to the maker that his

chances of sales wTould be ten times as great if he

always furnished a mattress, no matter how plain,

with the bedstead. If the purchaser desired a mat-

tress of another material he could easily have one

made from the pattern. We would call the atten-

tion of the profession to this very convenient bed.

—

Address the manufacturer, as above, for further in-

formation.

We have also received from Dr. M. M. Latta, of

Goshen, Indiana, one of his fracture-beds. It seems

I

to be well adapted for the purpose intended—but as

we have no notion of getting a bone fractured for

the purpose of testing it, we have sent it to the

Pennsylvania Hospital, and may have occasion to

speak of it again.

Detroit Medical College.

The first annual Commencement of the Detroit

Medical College was held at Young Men's Hall,

June 8th. The hall was densely packed early in the

evening by a very large audience.

Dr. Jenks, President of the Faculty, conferred

upon the candidates the Degree of Doctor of Medi-

cine, presenting them with their diplomas.

Seven of the class were from Michigan, the re-

mainder from other States. In all there were thirty-

five.

Prof. T. A. McGkaw delivered the address.

"Valuable Works.

A medical friend offers for sale the Diction-

aire des Sciences Medicates , in sixty volumes,

8 vo. bound in sheep, also, the Dictionaire de

Medicine et de Chirurgie Pratiques, in fifteen

volumes, half bound in sheep, for fifty cents a

volume for both works.

The thirteenth operation of ovariotomy in

Italy was performed on May 2d, by Professor Van-
zetti of Verona. There were extensive adhesions

;

and, notwithstanding the skill of the operator, the

patient died at the end of three days, from peritonitis.

Teetotalism.

The Cleveland Temperance Era in commenting

on an editorial in this journal in which we spoke of

the ]STew York Inebriate Asylum and kindred insti-

tutions, says :
" Has the learned editor ever turned

his attention to the causes which necessitate the

building of Inebriate Asylums ? Has he ever worked
to prevent this disease, as he has all others in the

list of human ailments ? He seems to have settled

down to the conclusion that the only way to save

thousands from the drunkard's death, is to build Ine-

briate Asylums ? But who ever thinks of forever wip-

ing out the cause which leads to the necessity of

building and supporting such institutions, where

three-fourths of the applicants, who swarm for ad-

mission, are the victims of this terrible curse of in-

temperance. Why not strike the ax at the root of

the evil, and, if necessary, banish alcohol, absolutely

and irrevocably, from the land ?"

Our worthy friend forgets that at least 80 per cent,

of the alcohol manufactured in this country is em-

ployed in the arts, and further, that even if it were

desirable to " banish" it, the tiling can't be done.

Let us do what we can, and not fold our hands in

idleness because we cannot do all we would.

Colored Physicians in the District of Columbia.

Several months ago Doctors Chas. B. Purvis and

Alexander T. Augusta, colored, were licensed as

practitioners by the Medical Society of the District

of Columbia, which has held a charter from Con-

gress for over half a century. This, however, did

not make them members of the Society, whereupon

they sent in their applications for membership, which

were referred, under the constitution of the Associa-

tion, to a regular committee, which committee re-

ported recently to the largest meeting the Society

has held for years. The votes were given as fol-

lows: Dr. Purvis, rejected by 55 nays to 11 yeas,

and Dr. Augusta, 57 nays to 12 yeas.

It requires a two-third'svote of the members pre-

sent to favorably elect. It is due to Doctors Purvis and

Augusta to state that they are each in possession of

diplomas from regular institutions in this country and

Canada, and that they have complied with every rule

and regulation demanded by the society from candi-

dates for membership. Dr. Augusta was appointed

by Secretary Stanton a surgeon of volunteers, in

which capacity he served with such satisfaction that

he was breveted lieutenant colonel of volunteers.

He is now practicing, by appointment of the city au-

thorities, at the Asylum Hospital, and is professor of

practical anatomy at the Howard University.

This occurrence has excited considerable comment

from the daily press, &c., and some very bitter expres-

sions. As we are not aware on what grounds these

physicians were rejected, we have no comment to

make. Certainly color should not have influenced

the vote.
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Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.

Dr. Tully's Substitute for Dover's Powder.

Eds. Med. and Surg. Reporter:

Many physicians have proposed substitutes for

Dover's Powder, aiming principally to secure its

anodyne and sodorific effect, while escaping the nau-

seating effect of the ipecac, which, in many persons,

utterly forbids its use.

The most successful and deservedly popular of

these is Dr. Tully's, which is extensively used in

Eastern New York, Western Massachusetts, and

Yermont.

As Dr. Tully's Materia Medica has had but a

limited sale, I venture to transcribe his own words
concerning this preparation

:

" When, in consultation, I find an obstinately dry

skin, I always conclude that it is due to an efficient

use either of Tartrate of Antimony and Potassa, or

of Cepbselis Ipecacuanha ; and I do not now recollect

ever to have found myself mistaken. Consequently,

I advise the discontinuance of these agents, and al-

most always the skin becomes soft and moist. If

the use of these articles is resumed, the skin usually

becomes dry. This has been the result of many
years' observation. After arriving at these results, I

communicated with a number of my professional

friends and acquaintances upon the subject. I found

several of the older ones who had arrived at the same
conclusion as myself, and a much greater number
who had entirely discontinued the use of these two
agents in the then prevalent diseases, because (as

they said) they did not seem to be useful, though

they had, not arrived at my conclusions in manner
and form.

" Some time previous to this, I had become satisfied

that the Sulphate ofPotassa contained in what is com-
monly"called Dover's Powder, was often injurious in

the then prevalent diseases, and I had accordingly

abandoned that preparation and substituted a mix-

ture of Yinum Cephoaslis Ipecacuanha and Tincture

of Opium, in the same relative proportions as in

Dover's Powder. After employing this for some
time, I found the proportion of Cephaselis too great,

and therefore I diminished it and kept diminishing

it till I got rid of it entirely. I then contrived a sub-

stitute for Dover's Powder, in ten grains of which

there were one grain of opium and three grains ofcam-

phor, the remainder being a mixture of equal parts

powder of the root of glycyrrhiza glabra and prepared

soft carbonate of calcia. The last two ingredients

were added to prevent the other two from concret-

ing into minute masses, to render the camphor less

volatile, to cover the taste of the opium and to give

the whole such a bulk as would allow it to be di-

vided into suitable doses for small children. After

the salts of the oxyd of morphium became suffi-

ciently common, I substituted a sixth of a grain o f

the sulphate, for the grain of opium in this prepara-

tion, which now constitutes a far more eligible prepa-

ration than the old Dover's Powder. I have never

known any one to give it a fair trial, who did not pre-

fer it to Dover's Powders. So extensively has its use

spread that I have heard of its employment in sev-

eral of our Southern States, and even in Asiatic

Turkey."

Without endorsing Dr. Tully's peculiar views on

the action of so-called Diaphoretics, I would bear

testimony to the value and convenience of this com-

bination, which prepared, according to this formula, is

kept on the shelves of all apothecaries in this region

under the name of " Tully's Powder."

But my ultimate purpose in this communication is

to bring before the profession a modification of this,

which adds very materially to its convenience and

range of usefulness.

The late Dr. Brinsmade of this city, a short

time before his death, substituted sugar for liquorice

root in preparing Tully's powder, very much to his

satisfaction, and in his modest way mentioned the

fact to a very few of Ms most intimate friends, from

whom it gradually spread ; all once using this form

continued to do so. The addition of sugar renders

this powder readily miscible in water, and the most

convenient form for administering small doses of

morphia, especially to children and persons of deli-

cate stomachs, within my knowledge. As Dr. Tully's

name has become inseparably associated with his

modification of Dover's powder, I have ventured to

send the annexed formula and call it

DR. RRINSMADE'S DIAPHORETIC POWDER.

R. Morphine sulph. £]'.

Camphor,
Crete prep.

' Saccharum, aa. gxx.
Misce (intimately).

Of this ten grains contains very nearly one sixth

of a grain of morphia, and any person who tries that

quantity in a teaspoonful of cold water will at once

realize its eligibility over any other anodyne powder.

G. H. H.
Troy, N. T., June 22(1, 1869.

Laws Regulating the Practice of Physic in
Minnesota.

Editors Med and Surg. Reporter :

In one of your recent numbers I see that you

have published entire the law passed by our Legis-

lature for the prorection of the community against

empiricism. The law in itself is as near right as we
can get for the present, still I regret to see that

some of thejj sections are favorable to those who
have been taken into County, State, and District

MedicahSocieties, the evils effects of which is appa-
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rent to all. Recently the Homoeopathic met at

,

St. Paul, and their Censors granted certificates to
'

I two non-professional men in this county, whom
1

under the State law passed last winter, have as

much right to practice as the graduates of our best
' medical colleges.

I notice by the St. Paul papers that the Eclectict

have formed a State Medical Society. Of course
[ their members will have the same privileges as those

who have been regularly educated.

"

Hence I say that the section in our bill which give

Medical Societies the power to grant certificates to

1 practice medicine is wrong, and is doing, and will

do, a great injustice to the profession of medicine,

and the community at large.

When our bill last winter was before the Legisla-
1 ture, the subject at one time was considered by some

of our law-makers as not within their Province.

' Through the exertion of Dr. S. B. Sheardon, and
1 others, the subject was finally acted upon, and the

' bill which you have published became a law.

The community and the profession have at last,

after a long silence, taken the subject under consid-

eration, and 'tis hoped that good results may follow

Common law protects us in our lives and property.

Felony is punished throughout the length and breadth.
1 of the land

;
then, why should not the community be

' protected from evil-minded and ignorant quacks ?

1 What are our laws for ? Why are we taxed if it be

net for the general good of the community ? Hence
all laws that will protect us from the evils of quack-

ery and ignorance shoudl be vigorously enforced.

The medical journals have not agitated the subject

enough. Much good, no doubt, will result from a

free, candid and honest expression of our medical

editors, and it is to be hoped that this subject will be

freely discussed by our medical journals.

Francis H. Milligaist, M. D.

Wabashaiv, Minn.

A Curious Freak of Hysteria.

Editors of the Med. and Surg. Reporter :

I was called on to remove, on Saturday last, a

needle from the breast of a young lady, Miss H., liv-

ing in this city. The needle, when extracted, meas-

ured nearly three inches in length; its head had

been broken off, while the surface presented a cor-

roded appearance. She told me it was'about a year

£ince the accident had happened.

The needle lay diagonally across the chest ; its

upper end being near the termination of the middle

third of the ensiform cartilage and its lower end was
just at the periphery of the left breast. The whole

of it was imbedded in the subcutaneous tissue, there

being no external orifice nor cicatrix to indicate its

entrance. I found upon inquiry that four other

needles had been removed from time to time by dif-

ferent physicians from her person.

She could not give a satisfactory reason to account

for their insertion, neither was I able to gather much

in regard to her former history, yet sufficient to con-

firm me in the belief that these needles had been
voluntarily inserted by herself while laboring under
a temporaiy attack of hallucination, caused by that

perplexing and multiversant disease, Hysteria.

This case is not without precedent, as there have
been published occasionally in Medical Journals,

cases of a similar character. Among the most
wonderful cases of this kind which have come to my
knowledge, are the following : One case, published

Philadelphia Medical Examiner, March, 1845, in

which sixteen sewing needles and four pins (head-

less,) were extracted from the wrist of a girl living

in Jefferson county, New York ; and again, in the

London Medical Intelligencer, of November, 1822,

is recorded " A most dreadful case of hysteria, which
for several years appeared under the most varied and
violent forms," from whom two hundred and seven-

ty-three needles were extracted from different parts

of the body in the short space of eighteen months.

Undoubtedly many other interesting cases have

occurred, which have never been published through

neglect on the part of the observer pand should this

account draw forth further confirmation from any,

I should be most happy to be informed of it.

Robert H. Chase, M. D,

Philadelphia Dispensary, 6 mo. 28, '69.

News and Miscellany.

Burning of St. Louis Medical College.

We have received the following correction from

Prof. J. J. McDowell, of St. Louis, and are glad

to learn that the damage was so much less than re-

ported.

Messrs. Editors : In a late number of your val-

uable Journal (of which I am a subscriber), you
state that the college building of the St Louis

Medical College had been destroyed by fire.

This is a mistake, as the College building proper

was not injured by the fire, and Anatomical and

Pathological Museum were not even endangered.

The building burned was adjoining the College, and

the museum injured was a collection of natural his-

tory belonging to the Academy of Natural Science.

You will greatly oblige by making the necessary

correction.

M. Kgeberle, of Strasburg, has performed

ovariotomy in twento-five cases, from June, 1868 to

April 1st, 1869; twenty of the patients have recov-

ered, and five have died.

At a meeting of Ihe Academy of Medicine in

.Paris on June 9th, M. Devergie called attention to

the results obtained m the School of Practical Ana-

tomy by injecting bodies with a mixture of three

parts of glycerine and one of carbolic acid. Bodies

thus prepared had been preserved several months

without giving off any offensive order.



22 News and Miscellany. [Vol. xxi.

The Scientific World.

The Chemical News says, in a late number, "that

in the so-called scientific world we find a large num-
ber of men who do not work. The reasons why
they do not work are not always so obvious as one

would imagine. Some, including among them many
of our most influential and successful men, do not

work simply because they find it unnecessary.

—

Pluent, strong in voice and in nerve, ambitious, and

perhaps, if not the least thing in the world, intrigu-

ing, they find it far more easy to acquire a position

in scientific societies by criticising the researches of

others than by working themselves. It is men like

these who so mercilessly cross-examine the laborious

workers who venture to read their papers' before

scientific bodies. These cross-examinations are,

moreover, often carried on in a semi-bantering tone,

as if the student had taken a liberty m bringing his

results before a body, some of whose most august

members found work unnecessarp. And how often

in all countries, do we find the mantle of the greatest

workers placed on the shoulders of these very men!"

A Professional Murderer at Large.

In the monthly report for May of Dr. Ed-
win M. Snow, Superintendent of Health of

the city of Providence, E. I., we find the fol-

lowing suggestive comments :

" There were two murders in the month of

May, which are only counted in the above
table as one death, under the head of criminal

abortion. The victims were a young healthy

married woman and her unborn child. Prom
some foolish reason, at any rate with no
good and sufficient reason, she consented to

do violence to the laws of her being, to pre-

vent the high object of the marriage relation,

and to become accessory to the murder of her
own offspring. In so doing she lost her own
life. It would be well if her death might he a
warning to others, and if all would remem-
ber that this crime can never be done with
safety. It is always murder of one human
being ; there is always possible danger to the
life of the mother ; there is always certain in-

jury to her health and happiness.

The murderer in this case received twenty-
five dollars for his services in killing two hu-

man beings.- He assured the deluded woman
there was no danger, but exacted from her a

solemn promise that " whatever might hap-
pen, she would never tell any one of his crime.".

He is called " doctor,'' and walks the streets

of a neighboring town unmolested, and is daily

associating with respectable men and women,
and yet he makes the deliberate murder of

human beings a part of his business. Human

justice is fallible, and may not overtake him in

this case ; but knowing that there is a right-

eous God who has expressly said, " Thou shalt

not kill," we cannot doubt that this man will

some time receive the punishment due to his

deliberate and oft-repeated murders."

According to M. Millon, the disagree-

able odor of bisulphide of carbon can be got rid

of by distilling it with quick-lime, the two hav-

ing been in contact twenty-four hours. The
distillate is received in a flask partially filled

with clean copper turnings. The lime remain-

ing in the retort is strongly c®lored. By means
of the deodorized bisulphide, MM. Millon and

Commaille have separated the perfume of milk

to the extent of recognizing certain plants

eaten by the cow—the Smyrniu?n olustratum

among others.

A German chemist has been lately examin-

ing the various kinds of wafers manmactured at

Munich and Nuremberg. He found that the color-

ing materials in them were copper salts, red lead,

ultramarine, Prussian blue, chromate of lead, and

some others of a harmless nature. White wafers

sometimes contained oxide of lead and sometimes

sulphate of baryta.

The Academy of Medicine in Paris has its

hands full of work. It has been lately engaged in a

discussion on purulent infection; and, at a recent

meeting, M. Boudet reminded the Academy that

there was a discussion on the mortality of new-born

children not yet completed ; while M. Depaul claim-

ed priority for a discussion on vaccination which was

commenced two years ago.

There is at present, in Dayton, Ohio,

a child affected with chronic hydrocephalus.

It is seventeen months old, and its head meas-

ures, in the occipito-frontal circumference

twenty-seven inches, and from one meatus of

the ear to the other, over the top of the head,

nineteen inches.

Cinchona Cultivation.—We read in

the Cosmos, says the Lancet, that the attempts

which have recently been made to introduce

into Algeria the cultivation of the cinchona

tree will probably be attended by success.

Analysis of the bark of the cinchona trees

thus' cultivated have shown that the alkaloids

which constitute their medicinal properties

are quite as abundant in these specimens as in

others coming from the usual sources.

A Medical Journal is to be published at

Washington, D. C. The names of the editors

we have not heard.
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|; A Monster.—A human monster, a

k female child with two heads, was born a few

days ago at Zerbst. A careful examination

j

has shown that the spinal column is divided into

two at the first of the true vertebrae, and that

- from this point two perfectly developed necks

and heads proceed. The breast is half as

!
broad again as is usual, the limbs simple and

well formed. "We have not yet heard in how
far the internal construction of the breast is

j

simple or complex. It appears that the child

died in the course of birth, from the pressure

of the two heads against each other.

—

Galig-

j

nani.

The Times of India announces that

cholera has made its appearance among the

j

European troops at Kamptee. The outbreak

cannot yet be termed serious. At Baroda,

! cholera has increased to such an extent, that

J

it has been deemed necessary to interdict all

j

communications between the camp and the

Icity.

The Lancet says toothache can be cured

by one drachm of collodion added to two
drachms of Calvert's carbolic acid. A gala-

tinous mass is precipitated, a small portion of

which, inserted in the cavity of an aching

1 tooth, invariably gives immediate relief.

Louisville will probably soon have a

second medical journal, and a third medical

college.

Army and Navy News.

Assistant Surgeons Wunderlich, Baben
and Marmion have been ordered to Philadel-

i

phia for examination for promotion.

Assistant Surgeon B. S. Mackie has

been detached from the Naval Hospital at
1 New York, and ordered to the hospital at

! Pensacola, relieving Assistant Surgeon Ruth,

1

who will be ordered to the Dictator , now at

!
League Island.

Assistant Surgeon Owens is ordered to

the Mare Island Navy Yard, California.

[Notices inserted in this column gratis, any are solicited

j

from all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolu-

|

Hons of Societies at ten centsper line, ten words to a line.]

MARRIED.
Barron—Williams.—At Princeton, N. J., June, 23,

by the Rev. Albert Williams of San Francisco, John C.

;

Barron, M. D., of New York city, and Harriet Mulford,
daughter of the officiating clergyman.

Birdsall—Haviland.—At Glens Falls, N. Y., June
8th, 1869, Stephen T. Birdsall, M. D., of New York City,
and S. Josephine Haviland, of Glens Falls.

Clemenceau—Plummee—In New York, June 23, by
the Hon. A. Oakey Hall, Mayor, Dr. G. Clemenceau of
Paris, France, and Mary E., daughter of the late G.
Pluinmer, esq., of Springfield, Mass.

Coleman—Ritchey—May 18, at the residence of the
bride's mother, by Rev. D. J. Irwin, W. C. Coleman, M.
D. , of Latrobe, Pa., and Miss Belle J. Pitchey, of In-
diana county, Pa.

Cressinger—Brice—On the 31st of May, by the Rev.
J. B. Cressinger, of Ashland, Ohio, assisted by the Rev.
Orr Lawson, Dr. J. R. Cressinger, and Miss Mary A.
Brice, both of Sunbury, Pa.

Dunham—Ingalls In Winthrop, Mass., June 9, by
Rev. H. C. Dunham, assisted by Rev. J. W. Dunham,
Charles W. Dunham, of Boston, and Miss Vinnie B.,
daughter of Dr. Samuel Ingalls, of W.

Ferris—Barrow—May 27th, 1869, near Sharonville,
Hamilton county, Ohio, by the Rev. H. Stokes, Jacob
Ferris, M- D., of Columbus, Ohio, and Miss Martha M.
Barrow, daughter of Mr. William Barrow.

Gimperling—Ma.rtin—At the residence of the bride's
father, Dr. Samuel Martin, Xenia, Ohio, on the 1st inst.,

by the Rev. Henry W. Taylor, of Franklin, Ohio, Mr. J.
E. Gimperling, and Miss Ella Martin.

Goltra—Jones—In Springfield, Illinois, at the resi"

dence of the bride's father, en the 13th inst., by Rev. H-
N. Pierce. D. D., Isaac V. Goltra, M. D., of Macon, Illinois,

and Miss M. Louisa, daughter of John A. Jones, Esq.

Griffin—Landon.—In South Hero, May 30th, by Rev.
O. G. Wheeler, Dr. Theodore Griffin, of Chicago, Illinois,

and Miss Abbie P. Landon, of South Hero.

Hays—Price—June 10, by the Rev. D. H. Barron, as-
sisted by the Rev. R. L. McCune, D. S. Hays, M. D., and
Miss Emma S. Price, all of Hollidaysburg, Blair county,
Pa.

Johnston— Doane.—June 8th, 1869, in Emmanuel
Church, Alleghany, Pa., by the Rev. Wm. C. Cooley, of
New Y'ork, assisted by the Rector, Rev. William A. 'Ful-
ler, Josiah B. Johnston, M. D., Villa Nova, Ontario,
Canada, and Kate Doane, daughter of James C. Doane,
Allegheny city.

Langfitt—Dawson June 8th. 1869, at the residence
of the bride's mother, by the Rev. Charles Thorn, Dr. W.
J. Langfitt, of Allegheny City, and Miss Lou Dawson, of
Beaver county, Pa.

Light—Prather—At the residence of the bride's
father, Col. Hiram Prather, June 10th, 1869, by Rev. T.
B. McClain, A. B. Light, M. D., and Miss Mary A.
Prather, all of North Vernon, Jennings county, Indiana.

Lloyd—Lycett.—On the 10th inst., in this city, at the
Parsonage of the Green Street M. E. Church, by the Rev.
J. B. McCullough, Dr. Charles Lloyd, of Norfolk, Va.,
and Miss Agnes M. Lycett, of Philadelphia.

Morris—Stokes.—June 16, at the residence of the
bride's father, Moorestown, New Jersey, by Friend's
ceremony, Joshua H. Morris, of Philadelphia, and
Elizabeth, daughter of John H. Stokes, of Moorestown.

Pretlow—Prague—June 1st, at the Presbyterian
Church, in Springdale, Ohio, by Rev. William H. James,
assisted by Rev- J. M. Worrall, Dr. Richard Pretlow, of
Covington, Ky., and Miss Cassie H. Prague, of Rural
Cliff, near Springdale.

Roebuck—Detwiler.—In Mansfield, Ohio, May 27,

1869, by the Rev. J. R. Twitchel, Dr. J. H. Roebuck, of
Hummelstown, Pa., and Miss Clara Detwiler, recently of
Doniphan, Kansas.

Snodgrass—Coggeshall—June 10th, in Springfield,
O., by Rev. P. H.Mowry, assisted by Rev. Henry Bain, Dr.
Jesse Snodgrass, of Toledo, Ohio, and Emma, daughter
of William Coggeshall, Esq., of Springfield.

Tayior—Speer In Cincinnati, June 10th, at Morris
Chapel M. E. Church, by the Rev. C. W. Ketcham, Dr.
George K. Taylor, and Edith S., daughter of Henry Spear,
Esq., all of that city.

Thirkle—McNair.—May 27th, in Pomeroy, Ohio, by
the Rev. W. J. Wright, brother-in-law of the bride, W.
G. Thirkle, M. D., of Sodus, Wayne county, New York,
and Alice, second daughter of the late John McNair,
Esq., of Oswego, New York.
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White—Davenport—On Tuesday, June 22d, at Wil-
ton, Fairfield county, Conn., by Rev. W. L. Bostwick,
Dr. Charles B. White, U. S. Army, and Mary A., eldest
daughter of Judge George A. Davenport, of the above
place.

Wright—Hewett.-June 17, at the residence of the
bride's parents, by the Rev. Wm. A. Scott, D. D., Mr.
Charles C. Wright, of Hinsdale, Mass., and Miss Abby
M., daughter of Dr. J. G. Hewett of New York.

DIED.

Baldwin—At his late residence in Hopewell township,
Mercer county, Pa., on May 2d, 1869, after a protracted
illness, James H. Baldwin, M. D., in the 71st year of his
age.

Bunting—At Roxborough (Philadelphia), on the 17th
ult., Catharine Louise, infant daughter of Dr. Ross R. and
Belle H. Bunting.

Cock.—In New York, on Monday, June 14th, in the
87th year of his age, Thomas Cock, M. D.

Humphrey.—At Patterson, N. Y., June 18th, Bertie,
infant son of Dr. S. D. and Helen V. N. Humphrey, aged
10 months.

Notson—At Fort Concho," Texas, June 1st., 1869,
Otis Rockwell Notson, infant son of Dr. William Notson,
U. S. Army.

Richter—In Brooklyn, June 15th, Charles E., son of
Dr. M. A. Richter, aged 26 years.

Perkins—In West Windsor, Vt., June 6th, of typhoid
fever, Miss Orra A., daughter of Dr. E. H. and P. C.
Perkins, aged 18 years and 11 months.

Wolfe.—In this city, on the 7th inst., of abscess of the
lungs, George Wolfe, M. D., in the 34th year of his age.

OBITUARIES.
Dr. Charles D. Meigs.

The announcement cf the sudden death, at his country
place, in Delaware county, ofDr. Charles D.Meigs, will be
a shock to all who were acquainted with his many fine
qualities and appreciated his eminence in his profession.
Dr. Meigs was distinguished among that noble fraternity
of physicians that have contributed and still contribute,
to the honor of Philadelphia, as a seat of medical learn-
ing. Although for some years retired from practice, he
had retained, in a large degree, his mental and physical
vigor. Only a few months ago a translation by him of a
French novel of a historical character was published, and
the composition, and particularly the dedication to the
author, Count de Gobineau, showed great freshness of
style and unusual earnestness of thought for a man eighty
years of age. Dr. Meigs was a native of Georgia, but,
studying medicine in the University of Pennsylvania, he
decided to make Philadelphia his home, and began to
practice here about 1820. He made the diseases ofwomen
a special study, and his fame as a writer and practitioner
in this department soon became wide spread. He was
chosen a Professor in the Jefferson Medical College in
1840, and retained his connection with the institution
until he gave up the active pursuit of his profession. He
was a contributor to the leading medical journals, and
the author of several books on different subjects connected
with his profession, which are highly esteemed every-
where. Dr.Meigs was the father of Dr. J. Forsyth Meigs,
of this city, of Major-General Montgomery C. Meigs, of
the United States Army, and of several other children.

Charles D. Meigs, M. D.
At a special meeting of the Faculty of the Jefferson

Medical College of Philadelphia, convened June 23d,
1869, in reference to the death of their late associate,
Charles D. Meigs, M. D., it was
Resolved, That the members of the Faculty have heard

with deep-felt sorrow of the demise of their late distin-
guished colleague, Charles D. Meigs, M. D., Emeritus
Professor of Obstetrics, whose name and fame have been
so closely associated with the history of the Institution.
Ripe in years and rich in all the honors that can be

gathered from the broad field of science and literature, he
has closed a long and active life, efficiently and enthusi-
astically devoted to the best interests of the sick and suf-
fering, and the extension and improvement of medical
science.
Warm-hearted, genial and amiable in his intercourse

with his fellows ;
brilliant, wise and impressive as a

teacher and writer, the Faculty of this College, and the
profession at large, may well sorrow over the extinction of
a life so rich in usefulness and renown. It is further
Resolved, That the Faculty of the Jefferson Medical

College, in deep respect to his memory, will attend his
funeral, and that a copy of these resolutions be transmit-
ted to his family. B. Howard Rand, M. D.,

Dean of the Faculty.

Alden March, M. D., LL. D.
This eminent physician died at Albany, June 17th, aged

74 years. He was born in Sutton, Mass., and graduated
at the Brown University, in Providence, which at that
time had a Department of Medicine, and while a student,
was distinguished especially for his zeal and industry in
the study of anatomy. He went to Albany in 1820, where
he commenced the practice of his profession, which he
continued until his death. He was one of the founders
of the Albany Medical College and the Albany City Hos-
pital, and has been at the head of the former institution
for upward of thirty years. As a bold and skillful opera-
tor, Dr. March had no superior, and he was the originator
of many new and valuable improvements in surgical
science. To the Albany Medical College he has be-
queathed his Pathological Museum, one of the most ex-
tensive and valuable in this country.

QUERIES AND REPLIES.
Baunscheidtismus.—Dr. S. K., of Alabama " Baun-

scheidtismus " is a humbuggery, invented by a German
named Baunischeidt, who lived near Bonn, on the Rhine
It consists in coanfer-irritation of the spine and affected

part with a bat, or hammer, made of cork or some similar

substance, through which needles are driven, so that
about one-eighth or one-sixteenth of their points protrude.
The Baunischeidtist also uses a secretfluid as an irritant,

which is nothing but equal parts of olive oil and croton

oil.

Dr. W. H. W., La—We will commute with you for the

American Journal of Obstetrics for $3.00. Vol. IV. begins
with May. The subscription price has been raised from
$3 to $4 a year. It is an excellent journal and it will pay
you to support it.

Dr. S. T. D., Pa The price of Barnes' Dilators is

$4.50 for the set of three, without inflating syringe. In-

flating syringe, $2.50, and stop-cock $1.50 additional.

Dr. F. M. D., of Tenn—We can send you Thomas on
Diseases of Women, for $6.00.

' Dr. J. B.,of Pa.-!-We will send you the Boston Journal

of Chemistry, a monthly Journal, for one year for 25 cents,

if taken with the Reporter, and both paid strictly in ad-

vance. The amount for both is $5.25.

Dr. L. R., of N. T.—Brown's Religio Medici was written

in English and not in Latin, although there are several

excellent Latin translations of the work. Many of Sir

Thomas Brown's writings are in Latin, so your opinion

was an easy mistake to make.

A Sufferer, N. Y.—" Having read your valuable journal
with much pleasure, though not being a medical man,
I take the liberty to ask you what you think would be the
best remedy for one to take, who has been afflicted with
sore eyes for a long while, who has consulted a good many
physicians and found no relief. They have been running
since he was two years old.

"

Ans We cannot give you any advice in the case, as

your description is altogether too vague. Consult some
first-class oculist in your city ; for instance, our worthy

collaborator in the Compendium, Dr. D. B. St. Johm
Roossa, 151 Lexington avenue, whose advice youcanim-1

plicitly follow.

Dr. J. B. B., of Ind In your issue of June 12th, under
the head of queries and replies, you are asked if a person
will take varioloid from a varioloid patient. You answer
yes. Now, should we understand you to say that, a person
so exposed, and not previously protected by vaccination,
will have varioloid and not variola ?

Ans No. Such a person would take variola ; but if

protected to some extent by vaccination, he might take

varioloid.
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Communications.

SOME INTERESTING CASES IN PRAC-
TICE.

By L. B. Balliet, M. D.,

of Unionville, Lehigh County, Pa.

To report rare and obscure cases, is a duty

we all owe to the profession.

The following cases of interest came un-

der my notice during the past few years.

" Sammelt die ubrigen BrocJcen dass nichtsum-

komme."

Feculent Discharges.—1. A young man, aged
thirty, had feculent discharges from the bow-

els, attended with pain invariably about four

hours after meals. This complaint came on

after an attack of dysentery some years ago,

(as he states.) Treatment consisted in apply-

ing red flannel folded around the abdomen to

be worn during the whole year. Internally,

he has given potasii iodidi in 10 gr. doses, and
kept under its influence more or less for about

three months. In addition, to relieve pain,

and night sweats, he was given the following,

as occasion required, in | to 1 teaspoonful

doses :

R. Tine, opii ^iss,

Acid sulp. arom. zj,

Syrup simplic §ii.

Diet was regulated—that is he was permitted

to eat and drink whatever agreed with him,

and abstain from all that disagreed. Patient

recovered so far with an occasional touch or

relapse, owing to error in diet or overwork.

2. Abdominal Tumor. This was a case under

the care of my neighbor, Dr. Shoemaker. A
woman about three weeks after confinement

was attacked with rheumatism at both ankle

joints, with here and there red spots, but little

or no swellings. Of a sudden these symptoms

disappeared, and a turn or formed over the um-
bilical region, which increased rapidly to such,

an extent, that it measured about nine inches in

height. It assumed the shape of a cone with
the umbilicus as its apex. The best idea can

be conveyed by turning upside down a large

hornet's nest over the abdomen.
The tumor was painful, owing only, as could

be ascertained, to the intense distension of the

skin. The abdomen otherwise was not much
tympanitic; auscultation revealed nothing;

percussion proved the presence of gas ; bowels
were natural and regular

;
owing to the great

pain the appetite was impaired. Treatment con-
sisted in heavy mush poultices with a view of

relaxing the skin and its mechanical pressure

on the tumor. Patient recovered.

Query.—What was the nature of thistumor?

What was its conical shape owing to ?

3. Intestinal Obstruction.—This was a case

of a little girl, aged 12 years, under the care

of Doctor Miller, of Sagersville
;
suddenly

she was taken ill, with pain in the umbilical

region, which increased in intensity rapidly.

There was little or no tympanitis. The Doc-

tor diagnosed the case correctly, and made
known to the family its nature. Vomiting set

in early. Internal remedies were at once

abandoned. We then resorted to the rectum

pump, as the only remedy. She was injected

with warm water and salt, morning and eve-

ning for six days, during which time 208 worms
passed. Patient recovered.

Remarks.—The instrument used is a stom-

ach pump convertible into an injecting pump.
Such an instrument should be in the hands of

every practitioner. If ever I saved life, it was
with this apparatus. In all forms of constipa-

tion, or obstruction of the bowels whatever, it

proves of immense value. In strangulated her-

nia, extreme tympanitis, in fevers with cos-

25



26 Communications. [Vol. xxi.

tiyeness, in convulsions of children, or in any
case whatever where an immediate motion of

the bowels is needed, its service is invaluable.

My instrument has two tubes—one short with
a bone nozzle, which only enters a short dis-

tance beyond the sphincter—which can be
used in ordinary cases. The other is the stom-

ach tube, which is used in serious cases, and is

pushed on as far as possible while the pump is

worked. The quantity of fluid used at one

operation varies, from half to two washbasins-

ful. The water is either cold or warm, accord-

ing to the comfort of the patient. Two basins-

ful is the largest quantity yet used. It was in

a young girl, aged 17 years; with obstruction

of the bowels, owing to impacted faeces.

Larger the quantit}^ injected, more immediate

the effect. To introduce a large quantity,

pump slowly, and divert the patient's atten-

tion to prevent straining or bearing down.

4. HcemmorrJioids . Few patients with exter-

nal hgemmorrhoids come under my care. In
those cases nothing succeeds better than the

application of cold, snow or ice enclosed in a
cloth, held to the parts fifteen or thirty minu-
tes morning and evening, will knock them sky
high. In the absence of these articles, the

patient is ordered to sit over a pail of cold

water so that onlythe tumors touch the fluid, and
remain there fifteen to thirty minutes. When
the tumors are hard from coagulated fluid

within, free incision is the remedy. Prof.

Gross makes free incisions in all kinds of ex-

ternal hgemmorrhoids, excepting when they are

highly inflamed.

5. Herpes.—An inveterate case of herpes zos-

ter in a boy eet. six years came to my notice

after various remedies were tried hitherto

without success. He was given potasii bro-

mide in the morning, and thes}<rup ferri pyro-

phosphate evenings. Also,rhei pulv. or syrup

rhei et sennae occassionally to regulate the

bowels : externally pulv. sacch. saturnis two
drachms to a teacupful of sweet cream, stirred

in with a stick and set in a cool place. This
was applied every evening, and sometimes
morning and evening. This case recovered

rapidly. This is my treatment in most cases

of this nature.

In another child with the same disease, this

application proved worse than useless. Here
the old ungt. picis liquidse acted very well.

—

Sometimes the calomel ointment will do well,

yet too much reliance cannot be placed on it.

In this last case, the syrup phosphites comp.

was given morning and evening, and continu-

ed for some weeks.

The patient recovered.

6. Fractures.—Fracture of the surgical neck
of the humerus was treated by modern appli-

adces. Deformity at the joint resulted in one
case under my care, and one under the care of

my neighbor physician. Nevertheless both

patients have the free use of the arm in every

direction. The deformity is probably owing

to a displacement of the head of the bone on
its axis.

7. Tetanus. This patient was a man aged
forty under the care of Dr. Miller of Slating-

ton. While unloading sacks of grain, his feet

slipped from under him and falling backward his

head struck against a stone inflicting a small

gash in the occipital region. He continued his

work up to about the eleventh day, when he

complained of stiffness of the muscles of the

neck and face. Soon symptoms of complete

tetanus set in ; usual remedies were given with

little success
;
hypordermic injections of about

1 gr. doses of morph. sulph. were made morn-
ing, noon and evening with marked benefit, so

much so, that hopes of recovery for a few days

were entertained; however, another spasm set

in which yielded to no treatment, and the

patient died on the twelfth day of the attack.

Remarks.—Tetanus arising from wounds of

the head, are uncommon, yet cases do occur.

Lesions of the inferior extremity are more
prone to be followed by tetanus, than lesions

of the superior extremity. Length of time in-

tervening between injury and attack, and time

from attack to when it proved fatal, are worthy

of notice in this case.

8. Mammary abscess—May sometimes be pre-

vented by applying early the breast pump,

adhesive strips and cold applications. After

pus has formed I open as early as possible,

allowing the patient to press out all the mat-

ter possible, then immediately apply well

regulated and graduated pressure by adhesive

strips. These to be removed every dav as

long as the bands become shrunken. When-
ever the cavity within is very large ,> its wall

may be approximated by laying on a folded

piece of muslin, and passing the strips firmly

over it. The introducing of the tent and appli-

cation ofpoultices, and sugar of lead water with

opium are all laid aside as things that were.

Instead, I apply a damp rag, folded to absorb

the escaping pus. Doctor Foster's sponge

remedy is good in- some cases. It is too wet in
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winter season, and too unclean in summer
time. In a clinic in 1867, Prof. Gross, after

explaining the nature and cause of mammitis,

opened an abcess, introduced a tent, ordered

a poultice with sugar lead water and opium
upon it, to be applied, and the pus to be

pressed out gently every twenty-four hours.

By and by the ammonia and mercurial plaster

would be applied. The patient to use nothing

but dry, plain diet, and not to use animal

food. Why the learned Doctor does not per-

mit the patient to press out all the matter she

can, and at once apply the strips; and why
restrict the patient from taking nourishing

food when there is a constant waste and drain

of the system, I cannot comprehend.

9. Obstetrics.—This case, under the care of

Doctor Williams, of Schnecksville, was one of

rare occurence. The Doctor found the wafers

ruptured, the uterus flaccid, with more or less

flooding. On examination, the case proved to

be one of " placenta previa," with a " shoulder

presentation." When I arrived, the arm was
protruding. We concluded to let the placenta

take care of itself, turn the child and deliver

with the forceps. Operation proved success-

ful. Patient recovered.

10. Craniotomy.—One case, under the care

of a neighbor physician, came to my notice

during a practice of fourteen years. After

emptying the brain, it was llot necessary to

mutilate the child any more, as it comd be

extracted with little patience on the part of

the operators. In this operation we should

avoid mutilation as much as possible—it is so

painful for the mother to behold.

11. Obscure Case.—In a male child, aged 8

months, a tumor was discovered in the left

Irypogastrium. This had attained the size of a

man's fist when my attention was 'first called

to it. The history and condition of the patient

convinced me at once of the probable nature

of the case. Secretion and excretions were
natural and healthy. Pouting of the abdomen
to the left of the umbilicus was the only

symptom noticeable. There was no pain on
pressure or loss of sleep. The conclusion was
that it was a tumor, filled or filling with fluid

of some kind, and that it could not be pus, as

there was no symptoms indicating such a

change. That if it increased, which it likely

would, it would eventually produce derange-

ment of the internal organs, and that the only

hope then would be to tap. An old physician

and son examined the case, and gave as their

opinions that matter was forming, and that it

would probably open. The history would have

enlightened them otherwise , had they tiaced

it from the beginning. The tumor increased so

rapidly in bulk that life was in danger. The
abdomen measured twenty-two inches in cir-

cumference. At this stage, assisted by Dr.

Williams we operated; a trocar, was pushed

in an oblique direction from the linea alba into

the tumor, when one quart of odorless, dark

colored liquid escaped. Patient died a few

days after of peritonitis. Post mortem could

not be obtained. Hence the nature of this

case will remain obscure forever.

'12. Ascarides.—Many cases of ascaricles in

children were treated with santonine. This i's

certainly our best remedy. I give it in doses

of five to ten gr. in the morning and evening,

or eveiy evening only, not combined with any

cathartic as it is apt to produce vomiting.

—

Further particulars regarding santonine, see

Medical and Surgical Reporter, Yol.

XI—No. II., page 245.

12. Erysipelas.—Several cases of this disease

came under my care. I still pursue the treat-

ment as reported in Medical and Surgical
Reporter, Yol. XII—No. Ill, page 57, till

we find a better one. Since, I am fully con-

vinced that wet applications do more harm
than good ; for the extreme tension of the skin

1 order the application of sweet cream. Some-

times the powdered sugar of lead is added

—

say one drachm to a half-teacupful of cream

—

stirred with a stick, and let in a cool place*

No doubt glycerine would answer just as well,

perhaps better.

14. A Singular Fatality—Occurred in my
neighborhood. An aged man was taken with

apoplexy at about 3 o'clock in the morning; at

2 o'clock, P. M., of the same day the mother

was stricken down with the same disease.

Both died about the same time, and were

both buried together in the same grave. What
makes this case singular, is that both died of

one and the same disease.

The English Chemical Society has instituted

a Faraday medal, in honor of the late Professor

Faraday, to be awarded from time to time to foreign

chemists lecturing before the Fellows of the Society.

The inaugural lecture was given on the 17th of

June, in the Royal Institution, by M. Dumas, Mas-

ter of the French Mint, perpetual Secretary of the

French Imperial x\cademy, Minister of Public In-

struction, and one of Faraday's intimate friends.
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SURGICAL REMINISCENCES OF AN
OLD PRACTITIONER.

By J. G. F. Holston, M. D., ect.,

Of Washington, D. C.

NO. III.

ABLATION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF THE
ENTIRE LOWER LIP.—1858.

Mary Neddinger, of Western Ohio, present-

ed herself at my office with a strange disease,

involving the lower lip. Some two years be-

fore, she had observed on the mucus membrane
of the lower lip, half way between its margin
and the gum, what appeared to be a moist

wart, elevated above the surface, of strictly

circumscribed hardness and granulated appear-

ance. Some caustic was applied, which not

only failed to extirpate the original disease,

but was followed by its rapid enlargement and

the growth of numerous other warts of a simi-

lar character. They extended not only later-

ally, in numbers and size, but extended in

depth, so as to penetrate to the outer surface
;

and when she presented herself, the lip hav-

ing lost all its original form and appearance,

presented a nodulated mass, extending from
angle to angle, and square down to the base

of the jaw, several times its natural size. In

some places the morbid growths were conflu-

ent, in others, large masses isolated by appar-

ently sound tissue, penetrated from the mucus
membrane to the skin, like plugs of semipel-

lucid horn, fitted into openings in the organ.

Internally the appearance was whitish and
granulated; externally, smooth, yellow and
horn-like. There was no induration or sign

of inflammation of the neighboring parts. The
general health was then and had been from

the beginning, undisturbed. But the disgust-

ing appearance, of the entirely everted and
shockingly deformed lip, over which the sailva

flowed incessantly, made her clamorous for

relief by any means. Learning that every

variety of external applications, as well as

medicine, that I could think of had previously

been ineffectually employed, and considering

the disease as cheloid and not strictly malig-

nant, I proposed operation, to which she read-

ily assented, and which was performed with

the assistance of Dr. Hobbs, Dentist, of Zanes-

ville, Ohio (who still preserves the specimen).

Operation—The patient being seated on a

chair, her head supported (no anaesthetic) an

incision was dropped perpendicularly from

each angle of the mouth, through all the soft

parts, to the base of the jaw, and there united

by another semicurcilar incision. The cir-

cumscribed mass was rapidly dissected from
the bone, leaving a horrible chasm, from which
the blood streamed in torrents. Hemorrhage
was arrested by two ligatures on each side, and
cold applications, and the process of recon-

struction accomplished thus : The cheeks were
dissected from the lower jaw, as far back as the

masseters and the edges of the wound, not

without some stretching, brought together in

the middle by three hair-lip pins and some su-

perficial interrupted sutures, leaving, however,

a lozenge shaped vacancy from angle to angle

three-fourths by one and a-half inch entirely

uncovered. The mouth was now a small round

hole, entirely formed by the circularly drawn
upper lip. The sharp point of a straight scis-

ors was now passed from the edge of the

wound on each side, between the mucus mem-
brane and the cheek, and a nearly horizontal

incision about three-fourths of an inch in

length made, leaving the mucus membrane in-

tact. A second cut, starting near half an inch

from the first, was made to meet the first at

its extremity, thus circumscribing a slender

triangular piece, which was dissected out—the

mucus membrane then divided in the centre

and attached with fine stitches to the outer

edge, thus furnishing a mucus margin for the

new lip. The upper lip at once resumed

almost its proper form. The patient was
placed in bed, cold applications ordered to the

face, and a light fluid diet enjoined. The pins

were withdrawn after seventy-two hours, the

interrupted sutures next day, and a union

by the first intention, wherever the edges of

the wound came in contact, was manifest. For

security an adhesive strap was applied across

the lower lip and face. The lozenge shaped,

uncovered spot filled up with granulations and

in about a month had perfectly healed, form-

ing a small shining cicatrix on the lower end

of the chin, adhering to the bone. The new
lip was a vast improvement over the old one,

but was pretty tightly stretched over the

teeth, with very little or no natural feeling,

and not at all under the control of the will

—

there was a narrow red mucus margin. The
patient returned home, not fully satisfied.

I lost sight of her till last fall , when she

paid me a visit at my, then, residence in

Zanesvile, Ohio. She was then a blooming,

good looking matron, many years married,

and the mother of several children. There

never had been the slightest return of the dis-

ease. The lip had gradually expanded in di-

mension, acquired natural feeling, and came
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under the control of the will, and at the time

of her visit, felt perfectly natural. Even
v the cicatrix had loosened up and presented

merely a small white, shining spot. The chin

and lower part of the face, however, still pre-

sented a meagre and somewhat pointed ap-

pearance, without any proper projecting chin.

FACIAL NEURALGIA OF MANY YEARS STAND-
ING.—OPERATION.

Was called in consultation by my friend, Dr.

Zenas Young, an eminent practitioner of

West Zanesviile, Ohio, to see Mrs. Cole, an
old lady, then residing with some friends about

eight miles distant, having come there for

the benefit of medical treatment. Found the

patient a white-haired old lady, 60 years

of age, sitting upright in bed, supporting her

face with her hands, her eyes streaming with

tears, and groaning with bitter agony. For
years thus it had been, boring, lancinating,

cutting, tearing, that was her expression. Fill-

ing the orbit of the eye, extending over the

cheek to the ala of the nose and corner of the

mouth, occasionally reaching to the temple

and forehead. Refreshing sleep had long been

unknown to her
;
eating and drinking were

accomplished only at the price of untold suf-

fering. She was never free of pain, which,

however, had paroxysmal aggravations. Sen-

sations in the affected parts was natural, but

exaggerated ; there was no paralysis. Quinia,

iron, zinc, arsenic, the whole list of narcotics

and innumerable external applications, had
entirely failed to give relief. She had. under-

gone two surgical operations, in the last of

which a portion of the infraorbitary nerve had

been removed, and a red-hot probe passed into

the infraorbitary foramen. This last had been
followed by temporary relief, but after a few
months the trouble returned. I proposed a

third and more radical operation. I ascribed

the failure of the last surgeon, to the thinness

and therefore rapid cooling of the cautery

employed. I had a hole drilled through a but-

ton of three-eighth boiler iron, such as is

punched out, to make holes for the insertion

of rivets, in steam-boilers; through this, pro-

jecting on the side to be used, about one inch

was an iron rod about one-eight to one-tenth

inch thick—this button was intended as a

reservoir of heat. The operation : An incision

the length of the orbit, was made along its

inferior margin to the bone. The cheek was
dissected down one inch, the eye was dissected

up from the floor of the orbit, as far as the in-

ternal opening of the infraorbitary canal, and

the nerve supposed to be divided there. A
horn spatula was then inserted into the orbit,,

to that distance to elevate and protect the-

globe, and then after enlarging the infraorbi-

tary canal by a drill, the cautery heated, not

white (I never could get a cautery to its place

in that state) but very bright red, was inserted1

till its point, still red, was seen in the orbit-

The cautery still at a red heat was then passed

over the dissected inside of the cheek and over

the exposed bones around the foramen ; from?

the surface of which a thin lamina had previ-

ously been removed by the gnawing forceps*

Of course all was done under profound anaes-

thesia by chloroform. The wound was dressed

with cold water dressings, afterwards with

poultice and ointments. As soon as she re-

covered from the chloroform she expressed

full and entire relief. The cheek, ala of the

nose and side of the upper lip were totally

paralysed, as to motion and sensation. An
attack of erysipelas and delirium followed,,

which, under the skillful treatment of Dr.

Young, soon recovered. In about six weeks
the wound was healed and her general health

under the use of tonics greatly improved. I
occasionally heard from her for a year

;
gen-

eral health good ; no return of pain, but facial:

paralysis not improved ; but the sight of the

eye unimpaired. I then lost sight of her.

HOLSTONo

KON-MALIGXANT ABSCESS OF THE
BRAIN.

Read before the Vermont Medical Society, June,

By Frank W. Page, M. D.,

Brandon, Vt.

The symptoms of Cerebral Softening and
Cerebral Hemorrhage are quite distinct from
each other. When vertigo and loss of con-

sciousness suddenly occur in a hitherto healthy

individual, whether predisposed to such symp-
toms or not, followed by an immediate paraly-

sis of one side of the body, the case is con-

sidered to be one of Cerebral Hemorrhage ;

the sanguineous extravasation occurring 011

that side of the nervous centre opposite to the

one paralyzed. But on the other hand, if

vertigo, formication and cramps have existed

for some time with a gradual supervention of

paralysis, the lesion is regarded as one of

softening.

That this is not entirely correct, may be
seen from the following case, in which the

line of demarcation, as regards symptoms,
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could not be so clearly drawn, and yet the

want of positive evidence in life that the case

was one either of Cerebral Softening or Hem-
orrhage—or perchance both—only tends to

show more conclusively that the precise nature

or pathology of Cerebral affections cannot

always be determined with absolute certainty.

The subject of the following report, Caleb

C, came under the notice of my partner, Dr.

O. G-. Dyer, with whom he was seen from time

to time by myself, early in the month of

February, 1868. After having had the careful

and considerate attention of regular and irregu-

lar physicians, his disease commenced some
time in the month of November, 1867. His

history from that period until the February

following, as far as could be ascertained, was
derived mostly from himself, his wife and

children (who are already past the age of

maturity,) and undoubtedly is in the main cor-

rect. His age was 54, and his occupation that

of a carpenter. He had always been a strong,

healthy, hard-working and temperate man.

Had never been sick, unless from occasional

and ephemeral attacks of colds, and even from

these, I learn he was unusually free. He had

never had cancer, and exhibited none of the

traits of a cancerous cachexia. Notwithstand-

ing a worty excrescence had been removed,
under that name, from below the inferior

margin of the right malar bone, by caustic

applications of a female Indian and root doc-

tor.

He never had rheumatism, or syphilis, al-

though given somewhat to excess in venery.

Superadded to his activity and energy in the

accomplishment of work, he was always noted

for his high temper and sullen disposition.

His intelligence was ordinary. His father and
mother both died late in life, but not of dis-

eases exhibiting any hereditary characteristics

of the different cachexias—least of ail to car-

cinoma.

On the day preceding his attack, he had
been engaged in building a wall for the foun-

dation of a new barn, and had, it seems, with

such assistance as the man for whom he was
laboring could render, made unusual exertions

in moving into place a very large stone, desir-

ing, at the same time, to finish the work that

night. The combined efforts of the two, with
the aid of lever and blocks of wood, hardly

seemed adequate to the task. Yet, while the

one partially relinquished his efforts, he, (Mr.

C.,) "by an almost superhuman struggle,"

finally succeeded in getting the stone into the

desired position. After the work was com-
pleted, he felt quite weak and exhausted

;

though he experienced no chilly sensations.

He ate his supper at his usual hour, and at

night slept quite well. The next morning he

j

resumed his work, and, while engaged in plan-

ing a board, he suddenly dropped his plane
;

j

his right hand and arm becoming coincidently
' the seat of " unpleasant sensations, numbness,

and uncontrollable twitchings." This, how-

ever, passed speedily off, save the numbness,

only to return again and again, not only that

day, but with each succeeding day, until the

time when we saw him, the numbness having

slowly and progressively increased. He had

not, it seems, complained of any headache,

vertigo, or uneasy sensations in the head. He
had had no convulsions, either of an apoplec-

tic or epileptic character. He had had no

vomiting. His appetite was very fair. He'

slept well, and had no pain whatever, aside

from the tingling in his hand and fore-arm.

On the day of our visit, February 26th,

1868, he was in bed, his face presenting a pe-

culiar vacant expression, while the whole' of

his right side, except so far as the facial mus-

cles were concerned, was completely para-

lyzed; motion, totally; sensation, partially.

His pulse was full and soft
;
tongue moist and

slightly coated. Respiration natural and easy

;

heart and lung sounds normal ; bowels slug-

gish, and urine healthy. An examination

along the spinal column failed to reveal ten-

der points. There was no apparent increase of

the natural temperature of the body, nor any

hyperesthesia of the system generally. He
complained of no pain, or heat; nor of any

swimming sensations in the head. There was
no ringing in the ears, or marked diminution

of the sense of hearing.

His memory and intelligence were good,

and he appeared to understand readily enough

everything said to him, though he manifested

a little nervousness and seemed somewhat ex-

cited at not being able to communicate his

thoughts easily. This somewhat nervous and

excited condition had the appearance as though

it was owing more to difficulty than to reluc-

tance or a want of knowledge how to reply.

His pronunciation was distinct but somewhat

prolonged
;
yet he protuded his tongue in a

right line and apparently without difficulty.

His senses, save that of touch on the affected

side, were perfectly intact. His eyes were

not injected, and no difference in the condi-

tion of the pupils could be detected. They
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certainly both reacted well under the stimulus

of light. There was no oscillation of the eyes,

nor any strabismus; neither could I learn

that there had been any even from the com-

mencement of his illness. There was no droop-

ing of the eyelids ; on the contrary, his eyes

were equally open. He slept well, ate well,

and swallowed his food without any attempt

at regurgitation or vomiting.

With aid he was able to walk, but only with

a halting, unsteady gait, not unlike " Duchen-

ne's disease." He, however, could stand alone,

though with his eyes closed he easily lost his

balance.

The progress of the case from this time on-

ward, except toward the close, was slow. At
intervals there was an appearance of an ame-
lioration of some of his symptoms. Yet de-

spite the varied treatment, the case steadily

progressed to its fatal termination. From oc-

casional changing of positions, from the up-

right to the prone and vice versa, he soon be-

came unable to leave his bed. The paralysis,

which at first was not complete, became com-
plete hemiplegia ; and the convulsive move-
ments of the limbs, which at an earlier stage

of his disease were a source of much discom-

fort, soon ceased to trouble him. His mental
faculties at length began to fail, though at no

time was there definite evidence of any con-

fusion of ideas. His sleep, which before had

been calm and peaceful, became disturbed,

and the somnolence passed into one of evi-

dent restlessness. Towards the close of his

life, sordes collected in and about his mouth,

teeth and tongue; and the case assumed a

more distinct typhoid type.

The senses of hearing and tasting became
totally abolished ; while the power of deglu-

tition became impaired to such a degree that

for the last three or four weeks of his exist-

ence, nourishment was introduced into the

system, only per anum.' He died on the morn-
ing o,f May 5th, 1868.

The autopsy was held a few hours after

death, in the presence of several medical gen-

tlemen. Cadaveric rigidity, well marked

;

emaciation very great ; considerable blueish

discoloration of dependent parts, particularly

of the paralysed side.

On removal of the calvaria, nothing peculiar

or remarkable was noticed, except, perhaps, a

slight increase of vascularity of the membranes
to the left, and in the immediate vicinity of

the longitudinal fissure ; and about midway
between the anterior and posterior portions

of the left hemisphere. The arachnoid at this

point was somewhat adhered to the surface

of the brain, though the adhesion was not

very extensive.

There was also observed in this same re-

gion a bluish discoloration of the external

surface of the brain, with a complete loss of

its sulci. The amount of surface involved

I

could be easily covered by an old fashion fifty

cent coin.

Here palpation detected fluctuation, and on

cutting down upon it by an incision made
parallel to the fissure, and across the whole

length of the hemisphere, an encysted abcess

was brought to view.

This abscess consisted of three distinct cysts

or chambers, in close juxtaposition ; each of

which were filled with pus and a reddish col-

ored serum. The largest was situated exter-

nally to the smaller ones, and these within

one quarter ({) of an inch of the median line

or fissure. Their united capacity was equal

to that of a small hen's egg. Their internal

surface was of decidedly yellowish cast ; while

more external^ it was quite vascular and of

a somewhat grayish color. Beyond the cyst,

in the substance of the brain, there was no

evidence of any variation from the healthy

standard, except possibly a slight degree of

softening. There was no apparent increase

of the puncta vasculosa, or any evidence of dis-

ease in either the copora striata or optic thalami.

The lateral ventricles contained a little

more fluid than* usual ; but there was no soft-

ening about them. Cerebellum healthy. Cord

not examined. It is to be regretted that

neither the thorax nor abdominal cavities were

examined, as undoubtedly incontestible proofs

of atrophic changes would have been noticed
;

which, while they would not have had any in-

fluence on the pre-existing condition of the

brain, would probably have developed points

worthy of investigation.

Through the kindness of Dr. Samuel W.
Thayer, of Burlington, who made a careful

microscopical examination of a portion of the

diseased brain, I am allowed to report that

the examination resulted in finding " Blood

corpuscles, pus corpuscles, serum and homo-

geneous matter", in what proportions I was

not informed
;
"indicating an abscess of the

brain, or that softening which sometimes fol-

lows the rupture of a small blood vessel in the

brain. In the specimen sent, the examination

failed to detect any evidence of malignancy

whatever."
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The points to which I would call particular

attention in the case, are these :

1st. That there was unusual exertion atten-

dant upon the accomplishment of a given piece

of work within a given time.

2d. That the symptoms of paralysis did not
manifest themselves until nearly twenty-four

hours after the work was finished, and then
only slightly, conjoined with convulsive move-
ments of the muscles of the hand and forearm.

3d. That the paralysis, appearing first in the

right hand and fore-arm, slowly and progres-

sively increased, extending to the right foot

and leg, until hemiplegia became complete

;

though the sphincters were not affected, nor

the urine found unhealthy.

4th. That there was a general and gradual

decay of all the powers of life, until the oc-

currence of death, which ensued after a lapse

of six months.

5th. That, after death, evidences of disease

were found in the substance of the brain, the

membranes being but slightly involved.

6th. That careful microscopical examina-

tion of the diseased portion detected no evi-

dence of malignancy.

Now, what should have been the diagnosis

in this case ? In the light of a post-mortem

examination, the existence of a serious cerebral

lesion is made patent to all. But without this

examination to guide us, and with only a few

prominent symptoms to assist us, such as a

sudden, but partial, hemiplegia, which quite

as well mark the existence of other lesions

also, and the vacant expression, which would
seem to indicate a commencing paralysis of

the face, we are left in perplexity and doubt.

In strictness we could only infer that a cere-

bral abscess existed, and the inference would
have been equally good, as to cerebral soften-

ing, hemorrhage, or tumors, though in the lat-

ter the symptoms are usually more marked
and characteristic. And I may say that they

usually are in cerebral abscesses, for we fre-

quently find them recurring as secondary con-

sequences of disease of some portion of the

cranial wall. In this case, however, no such
disease existed. Had there been, it may have

been a matter of very grave doubt whether
meningitis might not have existed in* conjunc-

tion with it. Again, on the contrary, we find

abscesses existing in the brain, without any
symptoms to mark their seat or development.

Such was the case m a man who came under
my notice while I was a student of medicine,

who died of some pulmonary difficulty; in

whom the existence of a cerebral abscess was;

not suspected while living, but was revealed

)

by the knife. But in the case now under con-»

sideration, we notice that there was an unusual ;

absence of symptoms, for which any attempt

;

at explanation would be quite as much an ac-j

knowledgment of ignorance as it would bell

wanting in expression of anything positive.^

And yet the points in the rationale of the ori-*

gin and occurrence of this abscess would seemf
clearly to be,

1st. That occasioned by an alteration in*

structure of one of the smaller blood vessels

of the brain—probably partial rupture—conse-

quent upon the vigorous and unusual muscular,

exertion of the patient in placing the large

stone in its desired position, and was further-!

more made complete by the continued exer-

tion of the following day.

2d. That the sanguineous extravasation oc-

curred on the same day the convulsive move-
ments of the right hand and forearm first mani- I

fested themselves, and then in force insufficient
J

to produce apoplexy.

And lastly, that this extravasation acting

as a foreign body, and becoming the nucleus

of a sub-acute inflammation, occasioned not

only the slight adhesion of the membrane, but

'

also the more serious lesion of softening and I

abscess, as a direct result of this inflammatory

process. We conclude, therefore, that the brain

can be and i$ often times seriously compromised

by changes within its structure, with but few

symptoms, sometimes not any, to indicate their

existence.

FAILURE OF BROMIDE OF POTAS-
SIUM IX PUERPERAL CONVUL-

SIONS.

By T. D. Crothers, M. D.,

OfWest Galwajs N. Y.

In the Reporter of May 8th, Dr. Roth-
rock remarks of Bromide of Potassium—

J
" some cases might be found in which this 1

medicine, when fully tried, has been found
j

powerless, though we have seen none such J

with attending report." As our experience I

has been unfortunate, with this remedy in I

convulsions, we give the Doctor and your I

readers the benefit of it.

Case 1st. Mrs. R., set. 21. Primapara. 1

Labor commenced morning of March 6th, 1868. J

Been troubled with dropsical swellings of feet II

and legs, for weeks before ; no appetite and 1

much nervous depression. Reached the house 1

two hours after ; found labor going on rapidly;
]
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is eos dilated and child in vertex presenta-

d[rn; pains severe; parts soft and dilated;

iv 3mbranes ruptured, and everything indi-

cted a speedy termination. When suddenly

t violent tremor followed by convulsions came
:

•
,
lasting one minute, followed by others

s 3 equal severity, after intervals varying from
• elve to twenty minutes. The head of child

• 7 in cavity of pelvis, and with the forceps
lfi livery was affected with no difficulty. The
icenta came away ; the uterus contracted,

u th little hemorrhage. The child living.
1

le grain of morphia given; no chloroform

T uldbehad; bromide of potassium given in

llution thirty grains every hour. The pulse

and upwards. No effect apparent ; the

nvulsions continuing as before ; bladder

id rectum emptied on delivery
;
sinapisms to

ck and feet; patient in a comatose condi-

gn. Five hours after chloroform obtained,

d frequent inhalations given with no bene-

L ; patient succumbed two hours after ; in all

a hours after labor came on. There bro-

ide of potassium was a failure ; the case

ceniic eclampsia, The determining cause;
ntents of uterus, bladder and rectum re-

oved. It failed as a general sedative to ner-

j

j -us and vascular systems; it failed when
ven heroically, and with other remedies.

Case 2d. Mrs. Q, aged 19 ; first labor; six

Dnths gone; in good health; while picking

rries, was overcome by the heat ; reached
me with the assistance of neighboring

mien. [This was in August last.] Taken
th pain, which continued at irregular inter-

Is through the night ; in the morning con-

lsions came on; reached the house soon
:er ; convulsions severe

;
spasms lasting 40

:onds, followed by tremblings and rigid con-
ion of body ; then another spasm, and so

for two minutes, when they ceased; then
interval of fifty minutes, and the same

mptoms came on again ; the intervals were
irked by a deep comatose condition of body

;

loroform given until two ounces were taken,

1 that could be obtained at that time ; then
omide of potassium given in twenty-five

ain doses every hour ; the os was rigid, and
;
e parts contracted, and on consultation it

is decided to bring on labor ; a sponge tent

Produced, and the os forcibly dilated ; con-
iction of uterus, and descent of foetus began
)wly ; one hour after it was extracted with
ficulty—a well-formed, healthy child, dead;
idently been so for some hours ; little hem-
rhage followed, and natural contraction

took place
;
patient sustained by brandy and

beef tea per mouth and rectum; pulse 130;

temperature 104 degrees and upwards—until

an hour before death, when it ran up to 106

degrees ; the convulsions and comatose state

continued ; bromide of potassium given in 30

grain doses, then 35 grains until death fol-

lowed, eighteen hours after the commence-
ment of labor

;
potassium had been given ten

hours without any visible effect, except a
slight increase of the pulse. If potassium had

power as a sedative, its effect would have been

apparent ; given heroically for ten hours, it

failed completely.

Case 3. Under the charge of Dr. S
,

seen in consultation, Mrs. H., aged 24; prim-

apara ; a healthy, strong woman ; confined at

the usual time ; labor natural ; head presenta-

tion ; membranes ruptured early ; labor eigh-

teen hours long ; child living ; uterus con-

tracted ; little hemmorrhage
;

forty minutes

after delivery convulsions came on ; mor-

phine one grain given ; one hour after, forty

grains of bromide of potassium given, and con-

tinued until death four hours after; convul-

sions lasted from 40 to 60 seconds
;
pulse 140

;

body covered with cold sweat. Here bromide

of potassium was useless. The symptoms all

continued up to the last. A review of these

cases indicates

:

1st. A case of uremia ;
potassium bromide

given, alone, and with chloroform heroically
;

no sedative effect.

2d. A case of apoplectic convulsions ; chlo-

roform given, then bromide of potassium; no-

effect.

3d. Epileptic convulsions ; morphine given

with bromide of potassium, the result as above.

Bromide of potassium in my hands is a vio-

lent irritant, in large doses, to the mucus
membrane of stomach and mouth, and in each

of the above cases produced vomiting after the

fourth and fifth doses. I have found the same
effects in all cases where it is used heroically.

My experience has led me to believe that Dr.

Bill's theory of its action in his article in the

American Journal of Medical Science for July,

1868, is true :
" That in small doses it is an an-

aesthetic to the nerves of mucus membrane,
and depressor of their action ; its hypnotic ef-

fects are secondary." I think the use of this

drug unsafe in convulsions—because it is not

always a general sedative to the nervous

system, nor is it prompt or reliable, in its ef-

fects. I think it is contra-indicated because if it
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does no good, it may add new sources of irri-
tation to the nervous disturbances of the
system. Again we have numerous sedatives
and anaesthetics whose effects are well known,
and we are seldom justified in laying aside well
known remedies for those of uncertain effects,
in so serious a case as convulsions. In the
above cases bromide of. potassium given with
other remedies and alone was a failure. This
is but the experience of one, and should deter
no one from carefully examining the subject.

[Vol.

Medical Societies.

ORGANIZATION OF THE MEDICAL
SOCIETY OF THE STATE OF TEXAS.
Pursuant to call of the Washington Medical As-

sociation, physicians representing about twenty
counties of the State, met at the Hutchins House in
Houston, on Monday, the 14th inst., and proceeded
to organize a State Medical Association.

Dr. J. A. Lawrence, of Anderson countv, was
called to the chair temporarily, and Dr. E. L. Mas-
sie, of Houston, was appointed Secretary.
A committee was appointed by the Chair to re-

port on a constitution and by-laws for the govern-
ment of the Association.

The Constitution and By-Laws was then sub
ted by the committee, and adopted—it beingl
same in chief as that of the American Medical 31
ciation, with its code of ethics. The comrnittel
nominations for permanent officers then made t

report as follows

:

Dr. T. J. Heard, of Galveston, President,

Dr. E. H. Jones, of Washington, 1st Yice-P:
dent.

Dr. D. E. Wallace, of Waco, 2d Vice Presiden
Dr. A. Connell, of Houston, Secretary.

Dr. W. P. Piddle, of Houston, Correspond
Secretary.

D. F. Hassenburg, of Houston, Treasmer,

The report of the committee was received, and
committee discharged. The officers were tj|

elected. The report of the Committee on Creel
tials was called for. Dr. Jones, on behalf of I
committee, moved that inlieu of the report, the 'nil
of each applicant, with his credentials, be read
voted on separately, which was agreed to.

On motion, it was resolved, that the proceedi
of this Association, together with the Constitut

and By-Laws, and code ethics, be published
pamphlet form, and distributed throughout

1

State.

The Association then adjourned to meet in Ho!

ton, on the 14th of June, 1870.

Editorial Department.

Periscope.

Hemarks on a Mode of After-Treatment inOperations Upon the Urinary OrgansTwAhIllustrative Cases, in the British Medical
Journal.

Mr. T. R. Jessop, F. R. 0. S., Surgeon to the
Leeds Public Dispensary

; Lecturer in Physiology
at the Leeds School of Medicine, has the following:

Although the two principle operations upon the
•urinary apparatus—lithotomy and perineal section-
are surrounded by many difficulties and dangers, it

will be readily admitted that, if it were possible to do
away with the presence of urine for a sufficient
length of time after the operation to allow of the
wound being healed—if it were possible, that is to
say, to put wounds of the urethra under like condi-
tions with wounds in most other parts of the body—
these operations would be deprived of more .than
half their terrors. The structures through which the
surgeon cuts in the removal of a stone from the
bladder, or in the division of a stricture, are not of
that importance, that their entirety is necessary to the
well-being of the individual

;
they have no vital funo

|

tions to perform
;
they may be divided and rediv

' ed
;
they may be so much altered by inflammatc1

disease, as to be hardly recognisable, and yet

equal to the performance of their offices, in sucH
manner, that the rest of the system shall know no:

ing of their imperfections. So long as the ureth

|

passage remains tolerably patent, it matters lit

what the condition of its immediate surroundii

may be. Wounds of the urethral walls, and of (

prostrate, heal readily enough oftentimes under t|

most unfavorable circumstances ; and in cases wh<j

the urethra has been laid open to a veryconsideral

extent, where the prostrate has been freely incis<{

and the tissues of the bladder itself even dividt

there is every reason to believe, that union would
rapidly and safely effected, were it not for the mti
ference by the now of irritating urine over the c

1

surfaces.

To pelvic cellulitis from urinary infiltration,

peritonitis, derived by extension of inflammation fro

the prostate made to suppurate by the flow of vrf

over its cut, torn, or crushed surface, to pya3mia, i

duced by the absorption of; pus from the recent
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urinary fistula, the lithotonrist will attribute a

;e proportion of his mortality. On two occasions,

east, I have found the pelvic cellular tissue in a

e of suppuration, and more frequently I have

wn peritonitis to have have been present on %>ost

'tern examination in cases which had undergone

j
Ineal section ; occurances which had undoubtedly

n caused, either directly or indirectly, by thepoi-

r
ous influence of the urine. It is entirely due,

"eover, to the frequent escape of urine through

l

wound, that troublesome fistulous openings every

t and again remain, after the urethra has been

open. It was in the endeavor to prevent this

untoward occurrence in a youth, who had pre-

' isly shown a peculiar tendency to the formation

ila, that I first adopted the plan, which it is my
1

set in this communication to advocate.

,1 speaking of the treatment of urinary fistula, Sir

I

iry Thompson, in his Sixth Lecture, published in

Lancet, says : "It was sometimes attempted to

,,5 such fistula by tying in a gum catheter for

;iks or even for months ; but this always fails, and

,Mais reason, that urine always finds its way from

bladder by the side of the catheter, along the

;hra, and so into the fistula, by the force of capil-

attraction, and thus the object supposed to be

inable, in reality never was and never could be

)mplished. The practical surgeon soon discovers

I tying in an instrument never ensures the transit

II the urine through it ; some will always pass by

side and defeat your purpose."

ihe experience of most surgeons, I imagine, will

espond with that of Sir Henry Thompson in

wing that, when a catheter is fixed in the bladder

,:te does make its way by the side of the mstru-

. it ; but whether this escape of urine is brought

ilt by the force of capillary attraction may fairly

1 uestioned. Were that so, surely there would be

incessant dropping of urine upon the bed, rather

d
1 the occasional involuntary gush, and the vol-

,

try stream through the instrument on the with-

;

v&l of the plug, or the turning of the stopcock

:

,
ihould expect the bladder to be kept for the most

in an almost empty condition by constant drib-

l,
rather that to find, as I have many times found

I,

there are several ounces of urine to be let off at

1 visit. That the sphincter at the outlet of the

,j
der is less powerful to retain urine when grasp-

1 catheter, than when free to completely close the

2e it guards, the involuntary escape of the urine

,
.1 iucontrovertibly proves ; but that, when in a

•ably healthy state, it will allow the urine to flow

he force of capilliary attraction, I can hardly

We. The sphincter when at rest is closed, the

le uretha forms a closed canal, and it is none the

Closed when it contains a catheter. Urine will

by the side of the catheter only when forced by

:ontracting bladder behind, or when the bladder

become over-distended, and that too when from

scope. 3 5

some independent cause the sphincter and urethral

walls are paralysed. Nevertheless it cannot be de-

nied that, where a catheter is retained in the bladder,

the urine does flow more frequently, and is less un-

der the control of the will than when the canal

is throughout free to close itself ; but this probably

results from the irritation produced by the presence

of the catheter in the bladder, giving rise to increased

contraction of the muscular coat, rather than from

the diminished resistance to further dilitation on the

part of the sphincter itself. I have observed in cases

of perineal section, where a plugged catheter has been

retained, that, if the plug has been withdrawn at

short intervals, the urine has flowed through and by

the side of the instrument only at the time of the

withdrawal of the plug, and that the bed has re-

mained dry from one withdrawal to another. The
bladder is capable, it would seem, of holding a few

ounces of urine when a catheter is fixed in it, and

expels -its contents only after a certain amount
of accumulation has taken place. If this accumula-

tion can be prevented, there will be no forcible con-

traction of the bladder, and consequently no escape

of urine by the side of the instrument.

Case I.—In November 1866, I was consulted by

George M., aged 21, under the following circum-

stances. On January 20th, 1860, he fell astride the

foot-board of his bed : very extensive extravasation

of urine followed, and he was removed to the Leeds

General Infirmary to be under the care of the late Mr.
Teale. The usual incisions were made, and the

urine flowed freely through the perinseum. On the

18th of February follow ing, as no instrument could

be passed into the bladder, and the urine continued

to flow through the perinasum, Mr. Teale performed

perineal section, and fastened a No. 8 catheter in the

bladder, which, however, had to be removed next

day, in consequence of the pain it occasioned. The

urethra was kept open by the occasional introduction

of the bougie, as long as he remained in the hospital,

and until the wound was closed. In the following

June he returned to the hospital with a perineal fis-

tula, through which almost all the urine escaped,

and with the urethra impermeable to the smallest in-

strument. A second time x>erineal section was per-

formed, and a No. 8 Catheter retained in the bladder

for forty-eight hours. The same instrument was

{hen daily passed for seven weeks, and afterwards

twice a week during the few weeks he continued to

attend at the hospital. When last seen there was

still a small opening through which the urine flowed

in drops. In October, he presented himself again, in

a condition very similar to that in which he had been

admitted in the previous June, and again the opera-

tion was repeated, a No. 8 catheter being retained

for nine days, and subsequently passed twice a week

until he once more ceased to attend. Nothing

further was seen of him, until May 1864, when he

applied at the hospital for an urinal to relieve him
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from the annoyance of iucontinance. He refused

further treatment, although his was urine passed in-

roluntarily for the most part through a small fistulouss

opening immediately behind the scrotum. When he

applied to me in November, 1866, the perinseum was

wholly occupied by a large abscess, and there was a

constant dropping of urine from the end of the

urethra. He had discarded his urinal, and conse-

quently the skin of the penis, scrotum, and insides of

the thighs, as low down as the knees, was in an

almost raw condition. I opened the abscess by a

deep central incision, and in a few hours urine flow-

ed freely through the wound. When the swelling

had subsided, and healing had proceeded apparently

to its full extent, three-fourths of the urine was passed

through the fistulous opening in the perinseum, and

the remainder dribbled from the end of the penis.

—

I was unable to introduce any instrument into the

bladder, even after the most perservering endeavours

and with the aid of chloroform. I therefore per-

formed perineal section on January 29th, 1867, and

fixed a No. 10 silver catheter in the bladder. The
end of the catheter was closed by a plug, which was

directed to be withdrawn whenever the urine was

passed. At each passing of urine some escaped by

the wound, so that, at the end of three weeks, the

edges of the now contracted wound had assumed a

healed appeal ance, and it was evident that a perman-

ent fistula was about to be formed. On February

20th, with the intention of preventing the accumu-

lation of urine by the provision of a permanent

drain, thereby securing a continued quiescent state

of the bladder, and in the hope that the flow through

the fistula would be wholly prevented, I attached an

India-rubber tube, of the calibre of the catheter and

two yards long, to the end of the catheter, and car-

ried the unattached end into a vessel beneath the

bed. The object was fully attained. Not a drop of

urine was ever afterwards passed through the perin-

seum, and in a little more than four weeks the

wound had quite closed. For six months I occasion-

ally passed a No. 10 bougie. He remains well at the

present time.

Case II—In May 1867, William C, aged 6 years,

was brought to me from the country. In the pre-

vious January he had been cut for stone, and a large

calculus weighing seven drachms had been extracted.

For a time his symptoms disappeared, but they soon

returned with increased vigor, and a fistulous open-

ing at the inferior extremity of the cicatrix remained

from which the urine was almost constantly dron-

ing. On sounding, I readily detected the presence

of more than one stone. On May 22nd, I performed

lateral litliectasy, and extracted four small phosphatic

coated calculi, weighing together one drachm. In

the external incision I included the fistulous track."

Immediately on the completion of the operation, I

passed through the penis, and fixed in the bladder, a

No. 6 silver catheter, with India-rubber tube at-

tached. In the evening of the same day a wet s

as large as a crown piece, was observed upon
sheet ; but as this was partially stained with bk

and had not an urinous odour, it was from the sei
'

only. With this exception, if exception it could
1

called, all the urine passed through the tube.
1

the morning of May 25th, the tube and catb
^

were removed ; the wound had closed at the surf
1

The urine continued to flow through the urethra,

on the 26th he ran about the house quite well.
|

Case III.—On March 12th, 1867, I remove (

small oval calculus weighing two and a half dracl (

from the bladder of Mrs. M., aged 46, at Pudsey e '

Leeds. She had suffered from symptoms of stone 1

four and a half years, and during the last two yt

her life had been miserable in the extreme in coi (

quence of the almost incessant straining to i
'

urine. The urethra was rapidly expanded by Wei 1

dilator, to such an extent as to allow a pair of 1

dinary small sized lithotomy forceps to be introdu :

between the blades of the instrument ; the stone 1
I

then seized, and was readily withdrawn. The
tent of the dilatation required for the extractioi

the stone grasped by the forceps is represented b

circle, whose diameter measures seven-eighths of

inch. A silver female catheter, with India-rub

tube attached, was fixed in the bladder, and retail

until March 18th. During the entire treatment :

a single drop of urine ever escaped upon the bed, a

when the catheter was removed she could retain ]

urine for an hour and a half. She now has perf

control over her bladder, and is quite well.

Case IY.—In December 1867, 1 was called to :

Mrs. B., who five days before had been delivered

her first child. Her labor had lasted many days, a

finally a dead child had been extracted by inst:

ments. For the first two days after her delive

she had not passed any water, and since then she L

suffered from violent abdominal pain, and her t

had been constantly soaked with foetid urine,

found the bladder distended so as to reach above t

umbilicus, the vagina in a putrid and sloughi

state, and urine dribbling from the orifice of t

urethra. A very large quantity of decomposed ur:

was at once drawn off through a catheter, whi<

with India-rubber tube attached, was fixed in t

bladder. The friends were directed to syringe t

vagina several times daily with warm water. T

catheter was removed at the end of six days, havi

during the whole of that time been the means

keeping the bladder continually empty, and the to

perfectly dry. The patient ultimately recover

with no other defect than a contracted vagina.

I might cite many other cases ; but these are suf

cient, I think, to prove that it is quite possible, 1

the means I have indicated, to carry off all the urii

as secreted both from the male and female bladde

without allowing any to escape by the side of the ij

strument
;
indeed, whilst I have in dozens of ij
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"•stances proved the fact, I have not yet met with a case

in which urine escaped by the side of the catheter.

It would seem then that, if the urine be allowed

to accumulate even to a slight extent, whilst a

catheter is retained in the bladder, as is necessarily

the case where plugged catheter is made use of, the

bladder will by its contraction force some of its con-

tents out by the side of the catheter, and so defeat

our object
;
whereas, if a continuous drain be pro-

vided, whereby the bladder can be kept "constantly

empty, the urethra, even when it has been freely in-

cised, or, as in the third case narrated above, when
it has been very considerably dilated, may be kept free

from the contact of urine.

I need hardly dwell further upon the importance

of this fact in the after-treatment of operations upon
the urinary apparatus. I am sanguine enough to

think that the use of the continuous drainage-

tube may be the means of materially diminish-

ing the mortality in these -cases, by removing the

principal barrier to union by first intention of the

incisions into the urethral canal.

Before concluding, I am anxious that I shall not

be understood to be putting forth a claim to have

been the first to have attached an India-rubber tube

to the end of catheter, for the purpose of carrying off

the urine into a vessal beneath the bed ; for I am
well aware that several surgeons have anticipated

me in that they have made use of the tube for pur-

poses of cleanliness and convenience, but I am not

aware that it has ever before been suggested as a, prin-

ciple of treatment in lithotomy and perineal section.

And yet, whilst my main object is to show, that in

the India-rubber tube we have a means at our com-

mand by which urethral wounds may be rendered

comparatively simple, I would take this opportunity

of strongly recommending its extended application in

many of those cases, whether in the male or female,

in which the frequent use of the catheter is called for,

on account of the great comfort which will be thereby

secured for the patient, and the valuable convenience

it will prove to the surgeon. I have known a medieal

man travel thirty miles a day, during many con-

secutive days, for the purpose of passing a catheter

for a female after parturition, and I have lately re-

stored the perineum by the usual plastic operation in

a patient, who, owing to the distance at which she

lived, would have been compelled at great inconve-

nience to have left her home, had I not been able to

dispense with the necessity of regular catheterisro by

the use of the tube.

Vermont Registration Report, 1867.

The following abstract of the summary of obser-

vations appended to the Eleventh Annual Registra-

tion Report of Vermont, has been kindly furnished

us in advance of its publication, by the author, L. C.

Butler, M. D., of Essex.

The registration of 18G7 comprises returns from

all the towns in the State save five ; these are East

Haven, Bloomfield, Brighton, Woodford and Fair

Haven, having an aggregate population of 3,158.

During the year, the whole number of births in-

the State was 6,468; of which 3,272 were males and
3144 were females. Of 52 the sex is not stated.

During the same period, the marriages were 2,8b7

couples or 5,714 persons, a number less by 144

couples than w?re reported in 1866, but considerably

greater than the number reported for any year previ-

ous to that.

The number of deaths for the same period was

4,088, of which 1,975 were males and 2,083 females.

Of 30 the sex is not given.

Compared with 1866 the number of births was

64 less; 115 greater than in 1865, and 715 greater

than in 1864.

The deaths were 247 greater than in 1866, when

3,841 were reported; 770 less tban in 1865; 1,205

less than in 1864, and less by 219 than the average

for eleven years past, 1857-67.

The population of the State being 315,098, there

was during the year one birth to every 48.7 of the

inhabitants, against one to every 48.2 in 1866. One

person out of every 55.1 was married, against one

for every 50.8 in 1866 ; and there was one death to

every 77 persons living, against one to every 82 last

year.

The average number of births daily was 17-72,

last year 17.62. The number of marriages was 7.82

daily against 9.43 in 1866, and of deaths 11.2 against

10.52 last year.

The average age of those who died was 38.14, last

year 38.48.

POPULATION AND BIRTHS.

According to the United States Census of 1860

Vermont has remained nearly stationary in popula-

tion, her increase being only 978 in ten years. By

the small margin of " one-third of one per cent, she

was saved from a posi tive loss of inhabitants."

By reference to the Registration Reports of the

State for the eleven years past 1857-67 inclusive, it

appears that the total number of births during that

period was 66,432 and of deaths, 47,379, showing an

apparent increase of population of 19,053 or a mean

annual excess of births over deaths of 1,732. Yet

the United States census gives only an annual in-

crease of ninety-seven from 1850 to 1860. During

one-half of that period covered by that census, the

excsss of births over deaths was equal to an annual

increase of 2,285. Statements differing so widely

can hardly both of them be true. And yet that Ver-

mont is losing in population by the tide of emmigra-

tion which is flowing steadily away from her bor-

ders, can hardly admit of a doubt. Vermonters are

found in every State and Territory of the Union.—

The bone and sinew, intelligence, enterprise and

worth of the Green Mountain State, are giving char-

acter and energy to the rising institutions of the
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great West and sunny South. The extent of this

depleting process by which Vermont is constantly

being deprived of her most substantial citizens, is

shown by the mere fact that from 1850 to 18G0, 174-

765 of her inhabitants emigrated to other States and

Territories in the Union, whilst only 43,198, came

to Vermont from other States. In ten years, there-

fore, Vermont lost of her inhabitants by emmigra-

tion alone, 131,567, or 13,156 annually. Or deduct-

ing the excess of births over deaths in the State dur-

ing the period covered by both the United States

Census and the Registration reports 1857-60 inclu-

sive, and we still have a net loss of 122,427 or 12,242

annually. If this rate of depletion has continued

since, (and we know of no cause which has arrested

it) the ninth United States Census will show a large

actual decrease of our population ; and that while

we have a yearly excess of births over deaths, still

emigration absorbs all that excess and largely over-

balances the apparent increase.

BIRTHS.

The number of births for the year 1867 was 6,468.

The average annual number for eleven years 1857-

67 is 6,039 which is 1,732 more than the average an-

nual number of deaths for the same period. The

birth rate for 1867 was 2.05 or one to about 48.7 of

the inhabitants. It was the highest in 1859 being

2.11 or one m every 47-7 of the population, and the

lowest in 1864, the year previous to the close of the

war, being 1.68 or one in 61 of the inhabitants. Dur-

ing the first year of peace it rose to 1.69. In 1866

it was 2,07. The average for eleven years is 1.93

or one in 52.25 of the population.

In England, with a population of eighteen mil-

lions during twenty-six years from 1838 to 1863, the

average birth rate was 3.33. In Massachusetts with

a population of 1,267,031 the highest rate was 2.90,

1852; 2.85 in 1856-60; the lowest in 1862-5, the

war period, 2.46, and in 1866 rising to 2.69.

The proportion of the sexes born in the State in

1867, was 104 males to each 100 females.

The largest number of births, 480, occurred in

October, last year in September ; the smallest in

March, last year in January. One hundred and

thirty plural births are recorded, among which were

four cases of triplets, viz : in Monkion two females

and one male : in Whiting and Benson each three

males, and in West Haven three females. Eighty-

two are recorded as still-born, which is probably

somewhat under the actual number.

In regard to parentage the greatest ratio of Ameri-

can births was in 1861, the first year of the war,

when it was 58.7 and the smallest ratio in 1864 the

year before its close, when it was 83. The ratio has

been gradually increasing since and is now very

nearly What it was in 1859.

On the other hand the greatest ratio of foreign

births was in 1866 :—19— ; and the smallest in 1864,

when it was 32. The figures for 1867 show an in-

crease of Amarican births and a decrease of those of I

foreign parentage. The fears entertained by some, 1

therefore, that the foreign population, might ere long 1

outnumber the American, by natural increase, is

hardly verified by the latter registration statistics of

the State.

In no county of the State have the births of foreign
j

parentage exceeded those of the native population.

MARRIAGES AND DEATHS.

The number of marriages recorded is less by 144

than in 1866. Of these 3,411 are set down as Amer-
icans ; 490 as foreigners and 1,783 as unknown.
The largest number of marriages was in Windor

county, and in the month of November ; the smallest

in Grand Isle county, and in April. The ratio of

marriages to population is one to 110, or one person

married to every 55 persons living. The average

for eleven years is one to 141.6, or one person mar-

ried to every 70.8 living.

In 796 instances the bride was under 20 years of

age ; in 76 the groom was under 20, and in 57 in-

stances both parties were under 20. Twenty-two

men and two women were over 70 years of

age. Three widowers over 70 married maids over
;

40, 60 and 70 respectively.

The effect of marriage upon the longevity of the

sexes is a subject worthy of investigation. Unfor-
j

tunately the statistics given in our Registration re-

port do not show the married or single condition of

those who die, so minutely as to afford the data
!

upon which we can safely base our calculations or

inquiries.

DEATHS.

The deaths in 1867 were 247 greater than in 1860,

and 219 less than the average for eleven years, 1857-

67, the average being 4,307, or one to every 74 in-

habitants.

The counties of the State rank in healthfulness as

follows : Windsor, Rutland, Windham, Chittenden,

Washington, Caledonia, Orange, Franklin, Benning-

ton, Addison, Orleans, Lamoille, Essex, Grand Isle.

More than one-third of all the deaths in the State !

occur under the age of ten years. Sixty-six died be-

tween the ages of 90 and 95. Seventeen were above

95 and Jive were one hundred and upwards, viz

:

Esther Smith, of Chelsea, 100 years and two months

;

Grace Davis, of Halifax, 102 years and 26 days; 1

Sarah Caldwell, of Hubbardton, 100 years ; Thomas
Still, of Sandgate, 102 years ; Nathan Smith, of St.

Albans, 100. Of all the decedents, 1,975 were males, i

and 2,083 females.

The number of deaths during the year is equal to
.

1.29 per cent, of the population. Last year it was
j

1.21 per cent. The average per cent, for eleven

years is *1.36. In Massachusetts the death rate for

1866 was 1.86. The rate for all England is about
j

2.21. The standard of normal mortality in that

country has been generally recognized to be 1.70 i
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per cent, or seventeen in a thousand, and as the mor-

tality ranges above or below this point so it is reck-

oned healthy or unhealthy. This standard is not,

however, absolutely fixed, and it is liable to change

with succeeding generations. It is only an approxi-

mation, a point aimed at but hardly ever reached. As-

suming this, then, to be the standard death rate, the

results of our registration must be regarded as highly

satisfactory, and as indicating that the prospect of

long life in Vermont is not only better than in our

sister State of Massachusetts, but is as good to-day

as that of the inhabitants of any civilized country.

CAUSES OF DEATH.

No desolating epidemic swept over the State dur-

ing the year, and yet the number of deaths was in-

creased, and the increase pertained to all the classes

of disease save the violent. Diptheria caused the

death of 73, against 190 in 1866 ; about one-half

were under fixe years of age, and more than two-

thirds were under ten. This disease reached the

climax of its fatality in 1863, when 1,225 deaths

were recorded. Since that period the number has

gradually decreased, till now it is hardly more fatal

than many other diseases, and has ceased to be

dreaded as a desolating epidemic. Scarlatina was

the cause of 21 deaths, all under ten years of age, a

much smaller number than in any previous year.

Scarlatina, or Canker Rash, is now understood to

be non-contagious. It frequently makes its appear-

ance in families and neighborhoods, none of whom
have been exposed to it, and is thoroughly amenable

to proper treatment. The fatality from Dysentery

is larger than in 1866. One hundred and seventy-

four deaths are recorded, against 139 in that year.

. One hundred and one were under five years of age.

The greatest mortality was in August and Septem-

ber, the least in November and December.

The number of deaths from Fevers of all classes,

was also larger than in 1866. In that year 228

deaths were recorded ; in 1867, 286. The average

annual number of deaths from this cause for eleven

years is 313, or 6.6 per cent, of all the deaths.

The counties bordering on the Connecticut river

show the greatest mortality from Fevers. Windsor,

Orange, and Windham rank highest on the list.

Next in order is the interior county of Washington,

then Rutland in the southwestern part of the State,

and then Caledonia on the upper Connecticut.

Chittenden, Addison, Bennington, and Franklin on
the eastern shore of Lake Champlain, then follow

next in order ; and last are Orleans, Lamoille,

Grand Isle and Essex.

Forty deaths from Diarrhoea are recorded; 56 of

'Cholera Infantum; 73 from Whooping Cough; 7

I from Cholera, one each in Franklin, Orange, Rut-

land, Washington, and Windham Counties, and

two in Windsor county. Privation is credited with

the death of three persons, two in Franklin, and one

in Orleans Counties. Intemperance with one in

Orange County, and Delirium Tremens with none,

a gain of 200 per cent, from 1866.

But of all the . diseases which afflict the human
race, no one proves so destructive to so many lives

as Consumption. An epidemic like cholera or

diphtheria may sweep over the land and carry off

many more in a given year, but none can compare

with consumption in its annual ravages. Year
after year it invades about the same number of

households, and consigns about the same number of

victims to an early grave. It takes the lead of all

the long line of causes which arrest the current of

life, not only in Vermont, but in twenty-one States

of the Union. And if we connect with it all other

descriptions of lung disease, the census of 1860 shows

that no other cause is so fruitful in death. During

the year 1867, consumption caused the death of 792

persons, or 20.63 per cent, of all the deaths in the

State. Every county in the State is represented,

and every month in the year. The average annual

number of deaths from this disease for eleven years

is 755, or 18.57 per cent., and of all tubercular dis-

eases 812, or 20.56 per cent.

By counties the fatality was as follows ;—Wind-
sor, Windham, Washington, Rutland, Caledonia,

Orange, Orleans, Franklin, Chittenden, Bennington,

Addison, Lamoille, Grand Isle, Essex, or, if equally

distributed, nearly 55 to each county. The months

ranged as follows :—April, March, May, September,

August, December, October, November, January,

July, June, February. In 1866 the greatest number
died in March, and the least in October. The
average for each month is 64.8. By far the largest

proportion of the decedents were between the ages

of 20 and 40, showing that this disease completes its

work of destruction in the prime and vigor of life.

Beyond fifty the number of deaths is small, while

there is only an exceptional one at eighty.

The geographical distribution of consumption is

about equal through the counties, in proportion to

the population.

Spontaneous itvxpture of the Heart.

At a meeting of the Dublin Pathological Society,

March 28, '68 (Dublin Quarterly Journal of Medical

Science, November, 1868, p. 471), Dr. T. E. Little

said that cases of spontaneous rupture of the heart

were sufficiently rare to render them of interest.

The subject from whom the specimen was taken

was a gentleman aged 60 or 65, who had never

suffered from any symptoms referable to heart be-

fore the attack which terminated fatally. He had

fallen into a condition of extreme corpulence.

About eight hours before his death, after his ordi-

nary dinner, he was attacked by a sudden feeling

of oppression about the pericardium, and a sense of

weakness, and he vomited very considerably. In a

short time he recovered so as to take a walk. Dm-
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ing the rest of the evening he felt weak, shivered I

once or twice, and had a couple of attacks of vomit-

ing, hut felt so well that he woidd not allow a Doc-

tor to he called in. He went to bed, and soon after-

wards felt a sudden return of the feeling of oppres-

sion, and died perfectly quietly " as if in a faint," his

wife said.

The post mortem showed that the point of rupture

had taken place at the usual position, L e., at the

front of the apex of the left ventricle. On the out-

side it presented a slight slit-like appearance of about

a quarter of an inch in length, and it had taken

place at a point where a large mass of superficial fat

was deposited. Inside, the carnese columnae wTere

considerably broken up at the seat of rupture. There

was another point in connexion with this of some

interest. Just anterior to, and at the right side of,

this complete rupture, there existed a second, and

partial, rapture, the muscular fibres being complete-

ly broken through, but the pericardium remaining,

as it could be still exhibited to remain, unruptured.

This partial rupture was distended with blood, and

presented on the surface of the heart a small ecchy-

motic-like spot : so that they had here, as it were, a

comment upon what had occurred in the other and

more advanced lesion. Thus they could easily be-

lieve that the rupture did not occur as a single act

;

but that possibly, first a breaking up of the carnese

columnar occurred, then a total rupture of the mus-

cular walls (as in the case of partial rupture), and

that not until some time afterwards did the pericar-

dium give way.

The clinical history of the case also confirmed

this view. The man had symptoms directly refer-

able to some sudden lesion of the heart, which were

not immediately fatal, and it was not until several at-

tacks of these symptoms were repeated that he died.

The valves were perfectly healthy, if we except the

existence of a few spots of atheroma. The coronary

arteries, with the same exception of a slight degree

of atheromatous deposit, were also quite healthy;

and there was nothing to explain the lesion in their

condition.

A microscopic examination of the heart showed a

condition of fatty degeneration of the cardiac mus-

cular tissue, extremely capricious in its extent in

different regions, so that he could with difficulty say

where the greatest amount of it was to be found.

Where the rupture took place some of the fibres

were extremely degenerated, while in the immediate

neighborhood of it there were others unaffected, in

which the transverse stria; were perfectly distinct.

Strange to say, it was in the right auricles that he

found the degeneration of the fibres to have ad-

vanced further than in any other place examined.

The microscope also showed that in certain places a

deposition of adipose tissue had occurred intersti-

tially, i. e., between the fibres in the substance of

the cardiac walls ; and this not as a mere extension

of the superficial deposition, for it was most pro-

nounced in certain of the musculi papillares.

If he spoke of the pathological anatomy of this

heart, as to the fat it contained, there were three

points to be considered : Firstly, adipose deposit on
the outside

;
secondly, the interstitial deposit of fat

between the fibres ; and thirdly, the true fatty de-

generation ot the muscular fibres. Another fact ob-

served by the microscope was, that imbedded in the

fibres of the right side (where alone this was ob-

served) there was a quantity of crystalline struc-

tures of a reddish brown appearance, which he took

to be blood crystals. As to the etiology of these con-

ditions, they might easily believe that the adipose

depositions were connected with and a part of, the

general corpulent condition that this man had fallen

into during the latter years of his life ; but he be-

lieved pathologists did not think fatty degeneration

of the heart had any connexion with corpulency;

nor indeed did there appear to be any good reason

why such a connexion should be expected to exist in

the heart's case, which clearly does not maintain in

cases of the same lesion in other organs. It might

be possible, however, that, whereas fatty degenera-

tion was not connected with a general tendency to

deposit of fat, at the same time the impediment

placed upon the nutrition and functions of the

organ by the quantity of fat collected round it

might have led to this as a secondary lesion, and

that thus the two conditions might stand to one an-

other in the relation of cause and effect.

Kesuscitation of Asphyxiated Infants.

The following case is given by Dr. J. P. Chesney
in the Leavenworth Med. Herald

:

Case.—At 3 o'clock A. M., February 28, 1868,

1

wras in attendance on Mrs. S., in confinement with

her second child. On making digital examination

as to the progress of the labor, I found the feet pre-

senting ; the dilatation was completed, and the body

and extremities of the child delivered at 4 o'clock

;

but here the labor was arrested by a failure on my
part to deliver the head. The child was strong, and

made convulsive efforts as if to relieve itself from its

strangulation ; I still, of course, using my best skill

in attempts to disengage the head, whilst I at the

same time tried to admit air to its mouth and nos-

trils. All my exertions at delivery were, for the

time, fruitless, and I wras very unwillingly com-

pelled to witness the final cessation of all move-

ments in the child—the heart and cord were pulse-

less, and the child was dead, and I had well satisfied

myself of this fact many minutes before I unhesi-

tatingly declared the fact to the attendants. As

the mother was doing well, and there was now

nothing to necessitate special expedition in the de-

livery, I manipulated at my leisure, and, after what

seemed to me a long time, I succeeded in completing

the delivery.
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I now, merely for the purpose of experiment, and

with not the remotest idea of accomplishing any-

thing so valuable as the saving of a life in this in-

stance, set about artificial respiration, by holding the

1
nose of the babe, adjusting my lips to its mouth, in-

; flating the lungs, and then, by gently compressing

• the chest, again forcing the air from them, in imita-

tion of expiration. The facility with which I could

) accomplish this, induced me to keep it up for a con-

siderable time, out of mere idle curiosity. It chanced

that in one of the expiratory manipulations, I

thought I felt a slight quivering, or vibratory motion,

in the region of the child's heart ; but on closer ex-

amination I found not the least motion ; I still kept

up the respiration, and very soon perceived the mo-

tion again, succeeded directly by a spontaneous effort

at inspiration. Work was now resumed in earnest,

and in a very few minutes the child could breathe

so well that I took time to look up, and to my sur-

prise it was broad daylight, and the sun nearly up

!

I was really surprised, as before stated, to see what

a time I had been engaged with the case ; and al-

though I omitted to look at my watch at the conclu-

sion, I am well satisfied that, from the moment of

the cessation of the heart's action, until its return

again by the artificial respiration, must have been

no less time than two hours at the very shortest

reckoning.

I am well satisfied that the notion that death is

nevitable when the heart has ceased to beat for five

minutes, is fallacy—at least so far as the new-born

babe is concerned—and I have learned, moreover,

that we are hardly ever justified in putting the still-

born child aside as irrevocably lost, without first

making persistent exertions for its resuscitation.

I may add that the child above noticed is now a

fine healthy boy, some days in his second year ; and

any one seeing him now, and not aware of the facts

above narrated, woidd be loth to believe that he had
in reality paid a visit of two hours to the realms of

the dead.

Nine Bones in the Cranium.

Wm. J. Bukge, M. D., Atchinson, Kansas,

makes this note in the Leavenworth Med. Herald

:

There is a curious skull in the possession of Mr.

H. D. Wilson, of Waterville, Kansas, which I had
the pleasure of examining, about a year ago, and
which seems to me worthy of a passing notice. It

is the skidl of an adult, and is said to have belonged

to a negro while it was animated. The only ob-

servable peculiarity is the formation of the occipital

bone. From about one inch and a quarter on each

side of the junction of the saggittal with the lamdoi-

dal suture, there is a perfectly distinct suture, the

two meeting just above the occipital protuberance,

and forming a lozenge-shaped bone. I have looked

in vain through the works on anatomy within my
reach for any mention of anomalies of the occipital.

Should this lozenge-shaped bone be separately nomi-

nated, or must we regard it as a rare division of the

occipital ? Mr. W. informed me that this peculiarity

exists in the skulls of all negroes. I could not

swallow that statement without further proof.

Query.—Has the negro one more bone in his

cranium than the white man, and, if so, why has it

not been named ?

[This is unquestionably merely " a rare division

of the occipital." No such peculiarity is usual in

negro crania, but such anomalies are more frequent

with them than with the white race.

—

Eds. Rep.]

Interesting Antiquarian Discoveries.

At a meeting of the Royal Asiatic Society, Lon-

don, May 31st, Sir Henry Rawlinson expressed Ins

conviction that the Babylonian writings and monu-
ments now in the possession of the British Museum
would turn out to be intimately connected with the

earliest Biblical writings, and that, before long, the

whole of the early history given in the Book of

Genesis, from the time of Abraham downwards,

would be found existing in its original form among
these primitive stone records. He also announced

that in a short time he should submit to the Society

evidence that the name " Garden of Eden" was the

old and natural name of Babylon. He stated that

there were Babylonian documents which gave an

exact geographical description of that Paradise in

which the opening scene of human history is laid,

answering precisely to the topography and the geo-

desical particulars of Holy Writ. In them he has

found the four rivers, or rather, the four branches of

" the river which went out of Eden to water the gar-

den," mentioned by the very same names, Pison,

Gihon, Hidekel and Euphrates. He has also met

with accounts of the Flood and the building of the

Tower of Babel, which bear with singular directness

and value upon the Biblical narrative ofthose events.

Opium Culture in Texas.

A correspondent ofthe Scientific American, writes:

"The frequent mention of the poppy in the recent

numbers of your paper, and of the possibility of its

successful cultivation in America, reminds me of the

acres of this flower that I have seen growing wild in

Texas. In portions of Texas, at this season of the year,

you will see whole acres covered with the white poppy

in bloom, standing as thick as you ever saw wheat

growing in a wheat field. About West Liberty,

Columbus, and other towns, it grows spontaneously

on every uncultivated spot. I was informed that

very good opium had been made from this wild white

poppy in Texas. If any one wishes to cultivate the

poppy for opium, or the Palma Christi for castor oil,

Western Texas is the country for him to go to find

the proper soil and to buy land cheap."
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PHILADELPHIA, JULY 10, 1869.

S. W. BUTLER, M. D. , & D. G. BRINTON, M. D. , Eds

6^" Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and
Observations. Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,
News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

To insure publication, articles must be practical,

Irief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

"We particularly value the practical experience of coun-
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfullv belongs to the profession.

TO SUBSCRIBERS.

The 21st volume of the Medical and Sur-

gical Reporter began on July 3rd. A
large number of subscriptions are due from

this date, and we look to a prompt response

to the bills already sent out and being sent.

—

Our bills always call for PAYMENT IN AD-

VANCE.

THE STATUS OE MEDICAL SCIENCE.
In a recent article on this subject, the Scien-

tific American has the following conclusion :

"On the whole, we do not think the prospects
of the drug trade, for a brisk business, during
the latter half of the twentieth century, are
altogether nattering. Before the expiration
of that period, man will, perhaps, not have
practically learned that diseases maybe ward-
ed off by a clean, temperate life ; but he will

at least, have learned that diseases, once ac-
quired, cannot be cured by cathartics, emetics,
or any of the other " ics," and, throwing him-
self upon nature, will give her the best chance
to work he can. and thus secure the only pos-
sible chance he has for recovery."

What astonishing twaddle this is for a paper
which calls itself scientific to perpetrate'! And
on what is it founded ? On a few newspaper
and magazine reviews of medical works, espec-

ially one recently published in the London
Quarterly, written by men who evidently had
no real knowledge of their subject, as any
well educated medical man could see on reading

a page.

The time will never come when cathartics,

emetics, venesection, sudorifics and hypnotics

will be discarded by the physician of wide

culture and sound experience. Quacks and I

narrow-minded, one-ideaed men there always

will be, as there always have been, who will

discard, and seek to make capital by inveighing

against this or that means to combat disease.

It is quite time that physicians ceased to

countenance this depreciation of drugs. "We
know, if we know anything, that the animal

and vegetable worlds do provide remedies for

disease, means of allaying pain, materials to

attack, successfully, s}^mptoms.' We know that

the pharmacopoeia contains many an article

used and approved by every generation since

the days of Hippocrates. We know that every

year that pharmacopoeia is extended and

enriched by the addition of new and potent

preparations and substances, which will be
treasured through all coming time.

What if for a time, or entirely, a new remedy,
more pleasant to the taste, cheaper, easier

obtained, or more efficient, supplants an old

one ? Is therapeutics any the less sure, any
the less a sound, trustworthy art ?

PATENT-RIGHTS.
We referred recently to the change in the

views of medical men in Great Britian, which

is now taking place with reference to the pro-

priety of taking out patents for surgical instru-

ments. Although our own views have often

been expressed in this journal to the effect

that so long as this is insisted on as an article

in the code of ethics, it is proper to observe it,

yet the time may come when we should discuss

anew that article

.

Recently the senior editor of the N. Y. Tri-

bune, Mr. Horace Greeley, in an editorial,

discussed, with his usual clearness and force,

the influence of labor-saving machinery upon
the civilization and progress of the world, and

showed the immense value and benefits which
have resulted from inventions, contributing,

at the same time, his protest against the

efforts of those who would seek to abolish, or

disparage, the system of protecting the prop-

erty right of inventors and authors to their

discoveries and works. The discussion of this

subject by Mr. Greeley is timely, especially

when viewed in connection with the recent

effort in the British Commons, to secure the

abolishment of the Patent System of Great

Britian, and the change in the view of the med-
ical patents we have alluded to.

Fibrin of Blood.—Messrs. Baucharnp and
Estor maintain that the so-called fibrin of blood is

only a kind of membrane formed by the mierozymas
associated with a substance secreted by them by
means of the albumenoid substance of the blood.
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Notes and Comments.

THERAPEUTICAL BULLETIN.*
Compiled by Geo. H. Naphets, M. D.

No. 19.

This column will contain each week a collection of the
Kecipes, remarkable for their novelty and elegance, now
mn use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by
them in recent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics,

and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly pubiishep
monographs and systematic treatises, and in the current
medical periodicals of this country and Europe. It will
include formulae for hypoderoiic injections, for inhala-
tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments,
lotions, collyria, etc,, etc.

This selection will be such that each prescription will
commend itself, both by its intrinsic merits, and by the
authority of the name of the physician by whom origi-

nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest

and best approved therapeutical expressions of the pro-
fession—to aflord a periscope of the remedial measures re-
sorted to by eminent living physicians.

It is proposed, hereafter, to classify these formula, and
issue them in book form

Treatment of Gonorrhoea.

D. Hayes Agnew, M. D.

166. R. Tincture cubebse,

f5 ss.

gtt. V.

%ss.

gr. vij.

Copaibae,

Liquoris potossse,

Liquoris morphae sulphatis
:

Aquae cinnamomi,
Misturae caniphorae,

Pulveris acaciae, aa.

Sacchari albi, aa.

For one dose—three or four times a day.

Fbeeman J. Bumstead, M. D., jSTew Yokk.
167. R. Argenti nitratis, gr. 1-6. 1-4.

Aquae destillatae, f§j. M.
Recommended as an efficacious and perfectly safe

injection for the abortive treatment of Gonorrhoea.

It is to be used every two or three hours- until the

desired amount of substitutive inflammation is at-

tained. It is adapted only to the commencing

I

stage ; if employed after the discharge has become

! purulent and pain is felt in passing water, it is almost

I

sure to fail and delay the cure. This injection

should only be used under the supervision of the

surgeon.

M. A. Culleeiek, Surgeon to the Hospital du

Midi, etc., Paris.

168. R. Copaibae,

Cubebae,
Spts. menthae piperita?, q. s.

Fiat confectio.

3iv.

From four to five drachms a day are given. This

formula is one of the most frequently employed at

the Hopital du Midi.

For the abortive treatment of gonorrhoea, our

author uses large doses of Copaiba (f.giv-v. a day)

or cubebs (gv.-viij. a day). He considers them
much more valuable than any of the abortive injec-

* Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year
1869, by Geo. H. Napheys, M. D., in the Clerk's office of
5he District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylva-
nia.

N. B—This copyright is not intended to prevent medi-
cal journals publishing these articles, but only their being
issued in book form.

tions. They are to be employed only, however,

when the gonorrhoea is of recent date, when there is

little or no pain, and where the discharge is not as

yet muco-purulent.

Under favorable circumstances, when the abortive

treatment is thus employed, the discharge will di-

minish or disappear in the course of four or five

days. The treatment should not then be suspended,

but, on the contrary, continued for several days after

the cure is apparently complete. If this precaution

be neglected, the inflammation may re-appear. If,

after from six to eight days, no improvement is man-
ifest, it is useless to persist longer in this form of

treatment. Astringent injections should not be
combined with this use of the balsam. They have

no advantage at this early period of the disease, and
often keep up an amount of irritation, which may
interfere with the effect of the internal remedy.

(Dr. C. P. Judkins, of Cincinnati, in the Cin-

cinnati Lancet and Observer, for March, 1869, reports

a number of cases of gonorrhoea treated, in their

acute stage, in the manner recommended above by
Cullierer. His results were veiy favorable.)

When the inflammatory period of gonorrhoea is

over ; when the discharge is unaccompanied with

pain and erections have ceased
;
when, in short, there

is no longer any danger of excessive irritation from

local treatment, Cullerier advises injections to com-
plete the cure.

The following are those most frequently prescribed

at the Hospital du Midi

:

169. R . Zinci sulphatis,

Plumbi subacetatis, aa gr. xv.

Aquae,

170. R. Aluminis,
Aquae,

171. R. Acidi tannici,

Aquae,

lo 1,1

gss-j.

f§ iv.

gr. vij.

M.

M.

M.

Two injections a day are sufficient. Before each

injection the patient should urinate.

172. R. Bismuthi subnitratis, gv. gj.
Aquae, i% vj. M.

This injection is useful in chronic discharges.

The almost insoluble salt is deposited on the walls

of the urethra and separates them, producing its

good effects rather by this isolation of the surfaces

than by its medicinal action. The patient should

prepare the injection himself when he uses it. If

kept a day or two it becomes acid and does harm.

Prof. S. D. Geoss.

173. R. Copaibae, f.'ss.

Spts. aetheris nitrosi, f-o^-
Tincturae opii, f.sy.

Soda3 bicarbonatis, gj.
Pulveris acaciae

Sacchari albi, aa. £j.

Aqua? camphora?, ^'iy - ^
Tablespoonful three times a day.

De. J. D. Hill, Royal Free Hospital, London.

174. R. Glycerini acidi tannici, f-5Ui-
Olei oiivse,

Mistime acaciae, aa. f.^j. M.
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This injection our author has extensively employed

in hospital and private practice . It should be used in

the followingmanner : The bladder having been first

emptied, the bottle containing the lotion is to be

well shaken, and about two drachms of it briskly pour-

ed into a saucer, and quickly drawn into a syringe.

The penis is then to be held in the left hand, with

the thumb and little finger respectively placed upon

the superior and inferior portions of that organ close

to the symphysis pubis and the fore and middle

fingers resting in like manner upon the superior and

inferior surfaces of the glans, close to the meatus

urinarius. The syringe, with the piston withdrawn,

is now to be taken up with the right hand, and the

nozzle, as far as its shoulder, carefully passed into the

urethra. The thumb and little finger must press the

root of the penis to prevent the passage of any fluid

beyond this point. When a sense of tension is felt

the syringe may be withdrawn ; but the front fingers

must previously be so applied as to compress the

glans, and thus prevent any escape of the fluid.

Next, with the thumb and forefinger of the right

hand the fluid in the urethra is to be set in motion,

and so kept for or five minutes. This will be at-

tended with a gurgling noise from the mixture of

air and fluid. Thus, when the injection has insinu-

ated itself within the folds and lacunal of the urethra,

it is allowed to escape. In this manner, it is as-

serted, the bladder is protected on the one hand, and
on the other there is a certainty of the fluid being

applied to the whole of the affected surface.

Glycerinum acidi tannici is officinal in the British

Pharmacopoeia. It is made by rubbing together in

a mortar, one ounce of tannic acid and four ounces

ofglycerine, then transferring the mixture to a porce-

lain dish, and applying a gentle heat until com-
plete solution is effected.

M. Luc, a French military surgeon uses in gonor-

rhoea, when the discharge is without pain, an injec-

tion of a thin paste of finely powdered starch and
hot water.

Thomas IIawkes Taxxer, M. D., F. L. S. etc.

London.

175. R. Liquoris plumbi subacetis, fgj

Aquas, 13 iv. M.
Tins injection, our author thinks, is generally the

most useful : it should be employed every eight or

twelve hours. If it lose its effects after a few days,

sulphate of zinc (gr.ijto fgj.) or chloridi of^inc (gr.

to fgj.) ought to be substituted.

ErbATUM.—The third article in recipe, No. 143,
Bulk-tin, No. 17, is misprinted. It should read,
syrupi aurantii corticis, not syrupi hypophosphites.

Valuable Lectures.
Acting on the recommendation of the New York

Association for the Advance of Science, Dr. John H.
GrLscom will deliver publicly, either of the follow-

ing lectures at request

:

1st. The Relations of the Atmosphere to Life and

Health, accompanied with mechanical and chemical

demonstrations ot the Uses and Abuses of Air.

2d. The Sanitary Influence of Sunlight, with nu-

merous illustrations thereof.

3d. The Hygiene of Laboring Men, with explana- 1

tions of their physiological organizations.

Should any Literary, Philanthropic, Religious, or

other organizations, in any part of the Country,

desire to comply with the suggestion presented by

this Association in the preceding article, it will be

complied with at any convenient time, and an ar-

rangement may be made for said purpose, by ad-

dressing the Lecturer, at No. 42 East 29th Street,

New York City.

Unmannerly.

We regret to see such an exhibition of petty spite

and ill-manners as is made in the June number of the;

Nashville Jour, of Med. and Sur., by T. S. Beel,

M. D., Professor of the Science and Practice of

Medicine in the University of Louisville, Ky., in an

attack on Dr. E. S. Gaillard, Editor of the Rich-

mond and Louisville Medical Journal.

If the University of Louisville respects its own re-

putation it will take some action to bring to a sense

of propriety one of its faculty who so far forgets what

is due to the institution, to the profession, and to

himself.

An Improved Battery.

We haVe recorded so many improvements (as they

are all called) in galvanic batteries, that the number

and variety become bewildering. The last we meet

with is that suggested by Bottger, who proposes to

substitute metallic antimony for carbon. An amal-

gamated zinc plate is immersed in a strong solution

common salt and sulphate of magnesia. The anti-

mony, like the carbon, is placed in a porous pot,

but the liquid used is dilute sulphuric acid. A
combination of this arrangement is said to give a

stronger and ^more lasting current than a cell of

Daniel's battery.

—

Mechanics' Magazine.

Temperature of the Blood.—Dr. J. S.

Lombard has applied his delicate thermo-electric ap-

paratus to the study of the effects of respiration on the

temperature of the blood, and has founa that very

cold and dry air taken into the lungs does not lower

the temperature of the blood sufficient to affect his

appararus, which will indicate any change of tem-

perature exceeding 1-2,000 of a degree centigrade
;j

and this may be accounted for by the fact that at

low temperatures the air is more condensed and a

larger proportion of oxygen is inhaled, and by its

conversion a larger amount of heat is generated.
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DOMESTIC.

Complicated Case of Disease.

Eds. Medical axd Suegical Eepoeteb :

1 forward you the following account of an inter-

esting and complicated case

:

Miss J. TL, set. IS, came under my care during the
' month of February, 1809. She was suffering from

an acute attack of bronchitis, supervening upon sub-

acute bronchial inflammation, which had existed for

a long time. She also had intermittent fever, ter-

tian type, from attacks of which she had not been,

free many weeks at a time for two or three years.

In addition she had chronic hepatitis, as evinced

by marked enlargement of the liver, and tender-

ness when pressure was made over that region.

She also had chronic splenitis, with induration and

such great enlargement of the spleen, that the organ

extended down to the border of the left crista ilii,

and transversely four inches to the right of the

median line of the abdomen, where it met with the

liver, and with it formed a hard, continuous band

nearly around the body. In addition to the above,

she had ascites, with marked tendency to anasarca.

The peritoneal cavity was distended with a large

quantity of serum ; the feet and lower limbs were

oedematous, pitted on pressure ; and there was an

effusion into the sac of the left knee-joint, attended

by pain and soreness, characteristic of chronic articu-

lar rheumatism. The patient was not only anoemic,

but she had chlorosis of the true type, a much more

formidable disease than ancemia, but which has not

unfrequenily been confounded with it by physicians

of eminence. The greenish discoloration of the skin

ocular conjunctivas, the general nervous discomfort,

and the absence of the symptoms of ovulation in ad-

dition to the amenorrhcea, being diagnostic charac-

teristics of chlorosis.

I first arrested the intermittent fever by large

doses of the sulphate ot quinia, each dose foliowed
by the tincture of sulphuric acid. Then for a week
I gave her the following, with five grams of quinine,

thrice daily, additional ;

B- Extract! veratri viridis, fluidi, xxxij.
" digitalis, " ir\, xxxij.
" cimicifuga?, " 3 iiss.

" senega?, " % iiss.

" pruni virgin ianae, § iij.

Tincturse Aloes, 5 ij. M.

S. Take a teaspoonful every two hours, lengthen-

ing the interval between doses as the paroxysms of

coughing diminish. This prescription answered sev-

eral indications. It was sedative, diuretic, deob-

struent, tonic and purgative. At the end of a week
the acuteness of the bronchial symptoms had disap-

peared, when I gave her the following pills :

B- Elaterii, gr. j.

Hydrargyri chloridi initis, gr. viij.

Capsiei pulvis, gr. viij.

M. et divide in pil. no. viij.

S. One every four hours until large watery evac-

uations occur. By this means a large portion of th e

dropsical effusion was removed. Quinia was con-

tinued in three grain doses three times a day. The
abdomen was tightly bandaged, and the following

directed

:

R. Chimaphilse pulvis,

CJvte ursi, "

Calami, "

Cimicifugae, " aa. "jss..

Ferri sulphatis, gr. xxjv.

Resinse podophyili, gr. iij.

M. Div. in chts no. xxiv.

S. Take one mixed with half a glass of water

tlnee times a. day. This acted energetically as a diu-

retic, and as a general astringent and tonic. At the

same time the right side was bathed in a solution

of nitro-hydrochloric, and rubber cups applied over

the liver and spleen for an hour or two daily, at which

time the bandages were replaced and tightened. At

the end of about a week the elaterium pills were

again administered as above, and the fluid remain-

ing in the abdominal cavity evacuated. Then the

preceding treatment was resumed. After another

week the ticture of iodine painted over the spleen was
substituted for the dry cups. Mtro-hydrochlorie

acid was given internally in connection with its ex-

ternal use. Pills of quinia, sulphate of iron, cimici-

fugin (aa gr. j) and resin ofpodophyllum (gr. l-24th)

were substituted for the power's. From this time on

the patient was kept on tonics and laxatives, but the

kind and form of administration were changed as

often as every alternate week. The citrate of iron,

quinia and strychina ; Yallet's pills of iron
;
Queven-

ne's iron
;
valerianate, lactate and granulated sul-

phate of iron ; iodide and bromide of iron
;
sulphate

and carbonate of manganese; gentian, cimicifuga,

aloes, podophyllum and the mineral acids were the

principal remedies employed. Cimicifuga was given

constantly until the menstrual function was regu-

larly established and then omitted. Very rapid im-

provement occurred whilst using the salts of iron

and manganese conjointly with quinine and an oc-

casional laxative. The patient constantly improved

from the beginning of treatment, and has now en-

tirely recovered. A mixture of equal parts of the

syrups of the bromide and iodide of iron acted very

favorably.

The diseases, whether they may be called distinct-

ively as* such, or regarded as parts of a whole, van-

ished in the following order, viz : Intermittent fever,

bronchitis, ascites, hepatitis, oedema, amenorrhcea,

chlorosis, (other symptoms of) articular rheumatism

and splenitis. The spleen diminished in size per-

ceptibly from the first of the treatment, but evinced

tenderness during three months. The tincture of

iodine was applied daily for that length of time, ex-
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cept at intervals of a few days, when it had caused

so much external irritation that it could not be

borne. Dr. Irvin, of Friendship, Tennessee, an ex-

cellent physician of large experience in the treat-

ment of malarial diseases, saw the patient soon after

she came under my care. His opinion coincided

with my own, that if energetic treatment had been
delayed much longer, the case would have termin-

ated fatally. I regard the case as typically illustra-

tive of the danger of delay, or insufficient treatment

of malarial poisoning, more particularly at a time

when the whole nervous and vascular system is un-

dergoing a revolution, as it were, from causes inci-

dent to the development of the sexual organism.

J. B. Garrison, M. D.
Woodville, Tenn.

Extra Uterine Pregnanoy.
Editors Med. and Surg-. Reporter :

Under the above heading in your valuable journal

of May 29, to which, in justice to myself, I desire to

call the attention of your readers again, I reported

a case of extra-uterine pregnancy occurring in my
own practice, and commented upon the same ; not
with any disposition to " set myself up," or to chal-

lenge a reply, but to elicit a report of similar cases,

if any have occurred in the practice of any one of

the many readers of the Reporter.
Dr. P. J. Roebuck, (in the Reporter of June

12,) has attempted a reply, not by reporting a case

his own, but by referring us to cases in which the

foetus (as an abnormal body) remained in its extra-

uterine position for an indefinite period. This latter

information we were already in possession of, so we
are obliged to the Doctor. He says, "the Doctor
(meaning myself) assumes that his is the first case

recorded whose extra-uterine foetation has gone be-

yond the full period, &c." I did not assume any-
thing. We can furnish Dr. Roebuck with a num-
ber of cases where the foetus died in its abnormal
position and there remained for years afterward;

but I still maintain that I have not been able to

learn of any case similar to the one reported by my-
self, in which the product of conception continued to

develop in its special sac, living and healthy until

vrithin two days of the mother's death, which occur-
red seventeen days after full term. This, then, is a
remarkable and exceptional case, Dr. R.'s asser-

tions to the contrary notwithstanding.

J. M. Paljiek, M. D.
Dalton, Ohio, June 24, 1869.

How to Disguise the taste of Quinine.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter :

I think I have discovered a method by
which quinine is deprived of its bitter disa-

greeable taste. The method to which I refer

is to give the quinine in sweet milk. This,

according to my taste, nearly entirely covers

the bitter taste of quinine. This may not be

new to others, but it is to me, and as I have

not seen any account of it, nor heard any one

speak of it, I have come to the conclusion that

it is not generally known. I therefore ask

you to make it known, if you think it is worthy

of a place in your journal.

Respectfully yours,

John Wright, M. D.
Clinton, III.

News and Miscellany.

NewMode of Producing Oxygen". Messrs.

Montmagnon and Delaire produce oxygen from the

atmosphere by meaDs of charcoal and water, or by

saline solutions. They state that 100 litres or fresh

charcoal, when exposed to atmospheric air, will ab-

sorb 925 litres of oygen and only 705 litres nitrogen.

If the charcoal so saturated with gas is then

saturated with water there will be expelled 650

litres of nitrogen and only 350 litres of oxygen.

Thus 575 litres of oygen and only 45 litres of

nitrogen are left in the charcoal. These gases they

remove by the means of an air pump, when the

charcoal is again ready to absorb oxygen and nitro-

gen from the air. The oxygen thus obtained is

pure enough for all ordinary purposes, but the cost

of procuring it by this meth@d has not yet been

practically determined.

[Notices inserted in this column gratis, any are solicited

from all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tions of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to a line.]

MARRIED.
Daly—Cooper.—At Pittsburgh, Penna., June 22, at

Trinity Episcopal Church, by Rev. John Scarborough,
Wm. Hudson Daly, M. D., of that city, and Miss Ann
Athalia, daughter of James M. Cooper, Esq.. of Alle-
gheny city.

McDonald—Woods—At the residence of Dr. William
Woods, Sewickley, Pa,. June 17th, by Rev. J. B. Bit-
tinger, D. D., Capt. D. A. McDonald and Miss M. F.
Woods.

DIED.

Anderson In this city, June 29th, Sarah, wife of
James Anderson, M. D.

Chamberlain.—Died suddenly, by accident in Holmes-
burg, on the 2d inst., George Lewis, second son of Dr. G.
J. Chamberlain of Bustleton, Philadelphia, agedl2years.

Davis—June 3d, in Washington, Pa., Mrs. Mary A.
wife of Dr. Robert W. Davis, in the 33d year of her age.

Garretson.—In this city, June 17th, of consumption,
Lydia, youngest daughter of Dr. Joseph Garretson.

Goldsmith—In this city, June 28th, 1869, Thomas Oli-
ver Goldsmith, Jr., son of Dr. Thomas Oliver and Eliza
V. Goldsmith, in the 34th year of his age.

Mullin.—At Greensburg, Pa., Martha J. Mullin, wife
of Dr. J. H. Mullin, of Osgood, Ripley county, Ind.

Oliver—June 15th, at his residence, in Oxford, Ohio,
Dr. David Oliver, in the 78th year of his age.

Murray.—June 19th, 1869, at her residence ih Sewick-
ley, Pa., Mrs. Annie R. Murray, widow of the late Dr. J.
C. Murray.
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Communications.

DISEASE OF THE ILEO-CCECAL
REGION.

By Earl Cushman, M. D.,

Of Orwell, Vt.

Read before the Medical Society of Vermont, at

its Semi-Annual Session, June, 1869.

By request I herewith present a more full

and complete report of the cases of disease of

the ileo-coecal region, occurring under my ob-

servation, which were reported verbally at the

semi-annual meeting of the Society, in June,

1864. The cases here reported have pecu-

liarities worthy of note, as to their causes, in-

dications, and mode of treatment. In April,

1858, 1 was called to see A. C, a young lady,

aged 15 years, afflicted with intestinal fever.

There was nausea, retching, and great ab-

dominal tenderness, with general febrile ex-

citement. These symptoms had followed ex-

posure for a whole day, in a damp cellar, made

more so by a large open cistern. The case

had been treated by the nurses with irritating

cathartics and enemas. The dejections from

the bowels were vitiated, indicating inflamma-

tory irritation of the large intestines.

The case was treated with soothing, and

febrifuge means. After a few days, there was

noticed a hardness, and tumefaction, in the

right iliac region. This was followed by an

entire obstruction of the intestinal passage.

The usual symptoms of ilius : gurgling, retch-

ing, and the rejection of the contents of the

stomach and small intestines followed. The
urgency of the case made a consultation de-

sirable, and Dr. C. L. Allen was called, who
coincided with the previous diagnosis and

treatment. This was soothing and expectant.

The large intestines were treated with mild

lavements, which were occasionally introduced

through an elastic tube, and then withdrawn.

The patient was supported by liquid food,

which would be retained for some time, and

then rejected ; but remaining, until digestion

and assimilation was sufficient to sustain the

patient. After fourteen days of entire ob-

struction, there appeared small quantities of

feculent matter in the dejections. A subsi-

dence of the tumor, and convalescence slowly

followed, leaving the patient in usual health.

A coincidence worthy of note was, that the

mother, who was exposed at the same time in

the cellar, and who performed the office of

nurse, for some days after the attack of the

girl, was herself affected with fever, great

pain in the bowels, abdominal tenderness, and

vomiting. Opiates and diluting drinks were

largely used, and no attempt to move the

bowels was made, until the urgent symptoms
were subdued. The pain and vomiting were

controlled by anodynes, after which the bow-

els were moved with castor oil, and the skin

kept moist by diaphoretics. Convalescence

took place after ten days. The circumstances

point to the identity of causes in both cases,

one resulting in severe enteritis, the other

complicated with inflammation, and tumefac-

tion in the ccecal region, with probable intus-

sus-ception.

After the occurrence of these cases, there

presented an opportunity of witnessing an

autopsy of a patient of Dr. H. R. Jones, of

Benson, which aided in explaining some of

the peculiarities of the first case. A child,

about two years old, was attacked with fever

and intestinal inflammation. There followed

entire obstruction of the bowels, terminating

fatally after a few days.

On opening the abdomen, a tumor present-

47
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ed itself in the right iliac region, which had
been unnoticed before death, though plainly
perceptible on exposing the body. This was
made up, by the intussusception, near the
introduction of the ilium, into the ascending
colon. Fifteen inches of the ilium were con-
tained in three inches of the same. This was
readily withdrawn. There was coloid de-

generation, involving the ilio-coecal valve, and
extending into the colon.

In March, 1863, C. W., a lad of 15 years of
age, having recently passed through scarla-

tina and measles, and while convalescent from
these, was long exposed to cold winds while
playing in snow drifts, and became severely
chilled. There followed intestinal fever, pain
and tenderness along the track of the colon,
mucous and shreddy discharges, with consider-
able tenderness.

Opiates, febrifuge medicines and enemas
were administered as in the previous cases.
After a few days, the prominent symptoms
abated, though the abdomen contained tender
and distended. A well developed tumor ap-
peared in the right iliac region, which indica-
ted a disposition to point externally. The
enemas were continued, with fomentations and
poultices to the tumor. The patient took
freely of bland drinks and liquid nourishment.
He became, emaciated, with great prostration
of strengh. Nutrition was imperfectly sup-
plied. At this stage of the case, Dr. A. S.

Woodward was called in consultation, who
suggested some modification of treatment, re-
commending blisters and terebinthinates.
There was little amendment of the symp-

toms for about twenty days, the tumor mean-
while threatening to open externally. At
this stage, a profuse sanious and purulent dis-

charge took place from the bowels, which con-
tinued for some days, followed by a subsidence
of the tumor and commencing convalesence.
The recovering was perfect. A coincidence
more remarkable than the first, followed this
case. In consequence of the absence of the
parents, an aunt of the lads took charge of the
nursing for ten days. On her return home, a
distance of four miles, she encountered snow-

-drifts, which delayed her passage, and she be-
came much chilled and fatigued. There soon
followed a train of symptoms similar to those
of the patient whom she attended. There
occurred fever, abdominal distension, extreme
tenderness along the course of the large intes-
tines, centering more intensely in the coecal
region.

xations. [Vol. xxi.

The dejections were mucous, shreddy, and
sometimes tubular. A large tumor was
noticed, about the tenth day, in the right iliac

region.

A plan of treatment similar to that of the
former cases was instituted, consisting of
opiates, diaphoretics, and liquid food, with
fomentations, poultices, and mild injections.
The tumor increased up to the twentieth day,
when a copious purulent discharge took place
by the rectum, consisting sometimes wholly of
pus of a creamy consistence. This continued
for several days. The patient was sustained
by a more nourishing diet, and a rapid and
perfect convalescence followed.

The history of these cases throws some
light on a disease comparatively rare, often
overlooked, and sometimes wrongly treated.
The comparative silence of medical writers on
this form of inflammation, has left the profes-
sion ignorant or inattentive to its nature.
The cases reported in our medical periodicals
have been mostly those produced by foreign
substances, lodged in the appendix vermifor-
mis.

Those here reported illustrate the intimate
connection between morbid impressions upon
the external surface, and internal disease.
Cold, applied to the skin, had much to do in
inciting these somewhat rare complications.
Pour of the cases were produced by similar
causes, and resembled each other in their
general symptoms, while in three the disease
centred upon the coecal region. The local
symptoms, though inflammatory in each, varied
in some degree, the first resulting in intussus-
ception, while the last was followed by exten-
sive suppuration, probably involving the cel-
lular texture surrounding the psoas and iliac
muscles. This may be inferred from the pro-
fusion of the discharge, which must have found
its way into the intestines by ulceration. The
coincidences of the last two cases seem some-
what unaccountable

; suggesting the possibility
of having resulted from infection. Our object
will have been gained in presenting these
cases, if it shall lead to more thorough diag-
nosis, and more rational treatment of diseases
of this region, and we would commend to
every practitioner of medicine, the importance
of carefully examining all cases of abdominal
inflammation, as to their local tendencies, and
would enjoin great caution against the too
frequent abuse of cathartic medication.
Great anxiety was felt on the part of the

friends of the first patient, on account of the
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) protracted obstruction of the bowels, aod they

1 persistently insisted upon the use of cathartics,

\
a demand which, of course, was not complied

vwith, an intelligent consultant coming to our

s aid.

d HOSPITAL GLEANINGS.

By J. B. Burnet, M. D.,

j
Of Newark, N. J.

1 CASE OF SYPHILIS—HEMIPLEGIA—DEATH.
' Bridget Whalen, set. 45, was admitted to

f Bellevue Hospital on June 20th. She was
f then making a bad recovery from syphilitic

iritis. She was covered with copper-colored

[

spots, and syphilitic eruptions. Her history

1
was quite uncertain, for she evidently did not

know what her troubles were dependent upon,

1
but was always consistent in asserting that her

,
primary lesion preceded her secondary symp-

toms (eruptions, iritis, &c.) only three weeks.

I

She suffered more or less after admission with

super-orbital pain , and at night with pain in both

tibiae. Put her upon iodide of potassium in

doses sufficient to keep the pains in abeyance.

She passed through the summer in this way
quite comfortably.

Dec. 1st. She began to complain of intense

pain over the whole of the left side of the

head, deep-seated, though the surface was also

sensitive to the touch. She described it as an

agonizing pain, which was not relieved by
potassii iodid. in one drachm doses, or by
morphine in large quantities. Until January

15th this pain was constant, exhausting the

poor patient terribly, and was not all allevia-

ted by remedies. At this time there was an
entire change in her condition. On rising to

go the water closet, she suddenly lost all con-

trol over her right side, and fell to the floor.

She was entirely hemiplegic, but without

facial paralysis. Her sensation and percep-

tion appeared to be perfect. She died Jan.

25th, in a comatose condition, in which she

had been for some hours. She never had an
intermission of her violent hemicrania. The
diagnosis of all who saw her was syphilitic

periostitis, with thickening of the skull. On
making the autopsy, it was found that nothing

existed to account for all this pain. No swel-

ling—no evidences of inflammation in perios-

teum or tissues overlying it. Skull of or-

dinary thickness and appearauce. There
were no tumors, or exostoses within the skull.

The brain was of good texture and normal in

all of its gross appearances.

The arteries leading to the left side of the

brain were found filled with masses of fibrine
;

whenever they bifurcated there was a mass of

organized fibrine, and from these points there

were clots of fibrine extending into the arteries,

even into the smallest branches, entirely

filling their calibre. Diligent search was
made for these upon the right side, but none
were found. The arteries were pervious and
empty. The left internal carotid was dis-

sected out, and found entirely filled with a

firm dark clot. There was no atheroma of the

arteries. Heart normal in size and texture.

Yalves perfectly healthy.

CASE OF UREMIC POISONING- FROM AN IM-

PACTED CALCULUS.

William Dowding, aet. 62, admitted Aug.
10th, to Bellevue Hospital. On admission,

did not present any grave symptoms. He had

pain in the left inguinal region, and general

pains in his back and legs, with some febrile

disturbance. Ordered cathartic, and sinapism

to the affected side. Continued about the

same until the 12th ; was then drowsy all day,

but able to be out of bed ; at six P. M. sud-

denly became very stupid ; at seven P. M. was
comatose, and could not be roused; pulse 134;

respiration 22
;
pupils contracted to a point.

He was lying perfectly still, making neither

motion nor sound ; at 10 P. M., pulse 134, res-

piration 15
;
breathing noisily; frothing at the

lips. Died at 11.50, P. M.
Autopsy 15 hours after death : sub-arach-

noid effusion moderate ; arachnoid well raised

;

deposits of lymph along the course of all the

vessels ; no fluid in the ventuiles. Search-

ing for the cause of pain, the left ureter and
pelvis of left kidney were found distended

with a thick urine. Thickening and indura-

tion around the entrance of the same ureter

into the bladder. In this thickened portion,

a small calculus was found impacted, entirely

arresting the flow of urine. Right kidney was
highly congested ; bladder contained a small

amount of muddy urine.

MEDICAL STATISTICS OF FAUQUIER
COUNTY, YIKGIN IA.

By Frederick Horner, Jr., M. D.,

Of Fauquier County, Virginia.

This county lies east of the Blue Ridge

Mountains, and sixty miles west of the Fed-

eral Metropolis. It abounds in sulphur and

chalybeate springs and in valuable metals,

lime, copper, and barytes and plants, 'U'cotiana
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tabacum, lobelia and eupatorium. Theweather
for several years past, has been unfavorable

to health, and marked by frequent storms of

the violence of a tornado. The maximum
heat occurs in July, and that of cold in Feb-
ruary. At such periods, disease proves most
fatal. In the Piedmont district, typhoid fever

has almost disappeared. The neuroses pre-

vail with excess of cerebral disturbance, the

result of temporary irritation and congestion

of the meninges of the brain. " Army Itch"

has been common among the lower orders of

society. The prominent feature of this erup-

tion ofsmall papulae, is excessive itching, often

declining in the day and returning in the eve-

ning, and coming on with peculiar violence

when the patient undresses and gets into bed.

It is relieved by unguentum protiod. potass.,

tinct. iodinii and oleine, general treatment,

and attention to diet.

In the midst of the faculty here are two
classes of empirics, one who recommend the

nostrums of the grocery stores, the other fe-

male negro accoucheurs, who are common
throughout the Southern country. They are

totally ignorant of the principles of obstetrics,

and in some instances are the occasion of the

loss of life. For example, the writer was ap-

pealed to by one unable to deliver a lady, be-

cause the negress urged that the cord was
wrapped around the neck of the child. Copious

venesection relieved the patient. At another

time the ignorance of this class permitted the

placenta to remain for hours in the womb,
until flooding ensued. This patient was also

rescued from death. Dr. Hodge, in his " Sys-

tem of Obstetrics," inclines to the practice

where there is a tendency to hemorrhage
" that two ligatures should be applied and the

funis divided between them.-"

Among the most interesting cases of sur-

gery that have occurred are those of tuber-

culosis of the spine in the children of parents

of a strumous diathesis. The pathology of the

disease, I have remarked, in thermal districts

of the country, if understood, has not been fol-

lowed by any great good to the little sufferers.

They are neglected at home, and are left to

struggle on without treatment. Whereas if

subjected to a wise hygiene, aided by a suit-

able mechanical appliance, the symptoms
would be ameliorated and less deformity would

occur. Professor Gross in his " System of

Surgery," speaks most encouragingly on this

subject, and says :
" In the better class of sub-

jects restoration is the rule, death the excep-

tion ; and it were well to know that if the case

be properly managed, excellent cures with lit-

tle or no deformity may be made, even when 1

the disease has already produced considerable

structural change."

The imperfect outline above, briefly pre-

sented, of the medical statistics of Fauquier,

would be defective without the notice of a

most fatal disease which has prevailed for the

past year, especially among the cattle, and
designated cholera. It has proved most de-

structive to milch cows. The loss to the farmer

from this cause has been very cnosiderable.

Medical Societies.

ASSOCIATION OF~MEDICAL SUPERIN-
TENDENTS OF INSTITUTIONS FOR
THE INSANE.
The Twentjr-third annual meeting of the Associa-

tion of Me iical Superintendents of American Insti-

tutions for the Insane, was held in Staunton, Vir-

ginia, on June 15, 1869.

The Association was called to order at 10 A. M.,.

by the President, Dr. Kiekbkide.

The following members were present

:

Dr. D. R. Brower, Eastern Lunatic Asylum,

Williamsburg, Virginia.

Dr. D. Tilden Brown, Bloomingdale Asylum,,

New York city.

Dr. John S. Butler, Retreat for the Insane, Hart-

ford, Conn.

Dr. A. B. Cabaniss, State Lunatic Asylum, Jack-

son, Miss.

Dr. Edward R. Chapin, King's Co. Lunatic Asy-

lum, Flatbush, N. Y.

Dr. John Curwen, Penn. State Lunatic Hospital,.

Harrisburg, Pa.

Dr. F. T. Fuller, Asst. Physician Insane Asylum,

Raleigh, N. C.

Dr. B. Graham, State Lunatic Asylum, Austin,.

Texas.

Dr. John P. Gray, State Lunatic Asylum, Uticar

N. Y.

Dr. R. Hills, Hospital for the Insane, Weston,.

West Virginia.

Dr. C. H. Hughes, State Lunatic Asylum, Fulton,

Missouri.

Dr. Wm. P. Jones, Hospital for the Insane, Nash-

ville, Tenn.

Dr. Thomas S. Kirkbride, Penn. Hospital for the

Insane, Philadelphia, Pa.

Dr. Isaac Ray, Philadelphia, Pa.

Dr. James Rodman, Western Lunatic Asylum,,

Hopkinsville, Ky.

Dr. Francis T. Stribling, Western Lunatic Asylum^.

Staunton, Va.



July 17, 1869.] Medical Societies. 5*

. Dr. A. M. Shew, General Hospital for the Insane,

Middietown, Conn.

Dr. John E. Tyler, McLean Asylum, Sornervilie,

Mass.

Dr. C. A. Walker, Boston Lunatic Hospital, Bos-

ton, Mass.

Dr. Joseph Workman, Provincial Lunatic Asylum,

Toronto, Ontario.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and
approved.

On motion of Dr. Stribling, the President was re-

quested to appoint the usual standing committees?

which were subsequently announced as follows :

Committee on Business : Drs. Stribling, Curran,

and Hughes.

Committee on time and place of next annual
meeting: Drs. Butler, Cabaniss, and Workman.

Committee on Resolutions, &c. ; Drs. Rodman,
Chapin, and Graham.

Committee to audit the Secretary's accounts •

Drs. Jones and Shew.

Letters were read, and verbal statements made
relative to the cause of absence of several members.

After a recess, to enable them to make up their

report, the Committee on Business reported the

order of business for that day and the succeding

days. A number of invitations were also received

and referred to the Committee on Business.

Dr. Walker, after a few preliminary remarks in

reference to the cause of the death of Dr. Fonerden,

offered the following resolutions :

Resolved, That in the death of Dr. John Fonerden, Su-

perintendent of the Maryland Hospital, Baltimore, this

Association has lost one of its early and valued members;
the cause, a tried and faithful supporter ; the community,

a Christian gentleman ; and ourselves, a genial and true-

hearted friend.

Resolved, That we sympathize with the Managers of the
Maryland Hospital for the Insane, in the loss of their de-

voted, long-serving, and judicious Superintendent.

Resolved, That our hearts ache for his stricken family in

their sudden and great beravement.

These resolutions were unanimously adopted after

remarks by several members.

Dr. Gray offered the following resolutions in re-

lation to the death of Dr. S. E. Shantz:

Whereas, Since the last meeting ot this Association

•

Dr. Samuel E. Shantz, Superintendent of the Minnesota
Hospital for the Insane, one of its members, has been
called away by death , therefore

Resolved, That while lamenting his early death, and
while recognizing in the sad event, the hand of God,
whose ways are not as man's ways, and who alone doeth
all things well, we desire to express and record our sense

of the loss to the Medical profession and to this Associ-

ation, of a young man of promise, at the very outset of a
course of honor and usefulness,

Resolved, That we hereby tender to his early bereaved
wife, and to his family, our profound sympathy in their

deep affliction; and that the Secretary of the Association

be directed to transmit to Mrs. Shantz, and to the family

of our late associate, a copy of these resolutions.

These resolutions, after very feeling remarks by
several members, were unanimously adopted.

Dr. Stribling offered the following resolution >

which was adopted

:

Resolved, That the members of the Medical Profession

resident in, or visiting Staunton, be cordially invited to

attend the meetings of the Association.

Dr. Curwen read a sketch of the history of some
of the early attempts made to treat insane patients

in private institutions, with a sketch of such institu-

tions as now exist.

Dr. Kirkbride made some statements on the law

passed by the Legislature of the State of Pennsylva-

nia, at its last session, on the recommendation of

the Medical Society of Pennsylvania, based on the

project of a law passed at the last meeting of this

association.

Dr. Ray read a paper on the law of Insanity.

The Association spent the afternoon visiting and

examining the wards and other arrangements of the

Western Lunatic Asylum.

Wedneioay, June 16th.

The association was called to order at 10 A. M.
by the President.

The following members appeared and took their

seats

.

Dr. Edward Jarvis, Dorchester, Mass.

Dr. Henry Lander, Maiden Asylum, Amherst-

burg, Ontario.

Dr. Alex. S. M'Dill, State Hospital for Insane,

Madison, Wisconsin.

Dr. Edward Mead, Cincinnati, Ohio.

Dr. Charles H. Nichols, Government Hospital for

the Insane, Washington, D. C.

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and

approved.

Dr. Workman offered the following resolution on

the death of Dr. J. P. Letchfield

:

Resolved, That this association having learned of the

death of Dr. J. P. Letchfield, Superintendent ofthe Rock-

wood Asylum, Canada West, desires to record its appre-

ciation of the valuable administrative qualities evinced

by him in the discharge of his official duties, and to ex-

press to his widow its sincere condolence in the bereave-

ment to which she has been subject by this dispensation

of Providence.

The resolution was adopted

:

On motion of Dr. Walker, it was

Resolved, That the President be requested to appoint

members to prepare biographical sketches and memoirs

of the deceased members.

The President appointed to prepare the memoir of

Dr. Fonerden, Dr. Stribling ; for that of Dr. Shantz,

Dr. Workman, and that of Dr. Letchfield, Dr. Lan-

dor.

The committee to audit the Secretary's accounts,

presented their report, showing a balance in his

hands of $70.67.

Dr. Curwen presented an invitation from the

Commissioners for the erection of the Hospital for

the Ensane of the Northern District of Pennsylvania,

at Danville, Penn'a., to attend the ceremony of lay-
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ingthe corner-stone of that Institution, on Thursday,
August 26th, L869, which was accepted.

The President introduced to the Association Dr.
Robert Reybura, delegate of the American Medical
Association, and Surgeon John Moore, U. S. A.,

President of the Board of Trustees of the Eastern

Lunatic Asylum of Virgin ii.

Dr. Jones offered a resolution, which, after the

acceptance of an amendment by Dr. Walker, read

as follows

:

Resolved, That the proceedings of the Association shall

henceforth be prepared by the Secretary of the Associ-
ation, and published, as prepared, in the Journal of In-

sanity.

Which was adopted.

Dr. Workman read a paper on the Inter-relation

of Emotional Religious Insanity, and the disturb-

ances of the re-productive system.

The Committee to which was referred various

resolutions relative to religious services in hospitals

for the insane, presented the following resolution,

which was adopted.

Resolved, That this Association hereby expresses its ear-
nest conviction that religious services of some kind, in our
institutions for the insane, are generally highly salutary
to their inmates, and should be regularly held, and that
the Associaiion re-affirms the ninth proposition of the
series adopted in relation to the organization and manage-
ment of hospitals for the insane in 185G.

Dr. Nichols, from the Committee on the Memo-
rial to Congress, made a verbal report, giving the re-

sult of the action of Congress, and, on motion, the

Committee was continued.

The Association spent the afternoon at the Insti-

tution for the Deaf and Dumb and Blind, and wit-

nessed the interesting exhibition by the pupils.

The Association was called to order at 8 P. M. by
the President.

The Chairman of the Committee on the time and
place of next annual meeting, reported that the Com-
mittee were unable to come to a decision between
Hartford and Toronto, and they would refer the

matter to the Association for decision.

A vote being taken, Hartford, Conn., was selected

as the place of next meeting, and the time the third

Wednesday of June, 1870.

Dr. Nichols presented to the Association the pro-

ject of a system of statistics adopted at the Inter-

national Congress of Alienists, held in Paris in 1867,

and on his motion the papers were referred to a com-
mittee to report at a subsequent session. The com-
mittee appointed by the Chair was Dr. Jarvis,

Nichols and Stribling.

The Association spent Thursday in visiting and
examining Weyer's Cave.

The Association was called to order at 9| P. M.,

on Thursday by the President.

Dr. Jarvis from the committee on the project of

the International Congress of Alienists made a ver-

bal report, recommending the publication of the

translation of the project in the Journal of Insanity

and asking that the committee be relieved, which

was agreed to.

Dr. Jarvis also called attention to certain facts re-

lative to taking the next census, particularly in re-

gard to the insane.

On motion adjourned to meet at 10 A. M., on

Friday.

Friday, June 18th.

The Association met at 10 A. M., and was called

to order by the President.

Dr. Eay read a paper on certain abnormal condi-

tions of the mind, occurring after injuries or during

fever.

Dr. Walker called attention to the action had last

year relative to the request of the American Medical

Association to unite with that body, and called for

the report of that Committee, which reported pro-

gress and asked to be continued.

On motion of Dr. Walker, it was resolved that the

Committee be continued, and that the subject of the

chronic insane, referred to by the delegate of the

American Medical Association, be referred to the

same Committee.

Adjourned to meet at 8 P. M.
The Association spent the afternoon at the Western

Lunatic Asylum, and met at 8 P. M., and was called

to order by the President.

The Committee on Resolutions made the follow-

ing report, which was adopted by acclamation :

The Association of Medical Superintendents of

American Institutions for the Insane,, now about to

close its Twenty-Third Annual Session, at Staunton,

Ya., and gratefully appreciating the courtesy and

hospitality that have attended their sojourn here,

Resolve, That our thanks are due :

To the Managers of the Western Lunatic Asylum for

the opportunity of examining, at our leisure, the arrange-

ments and management of this old Institution. We are

grateful to find so many appliances for the comfort and
enjoyment of the insane, and such abundant evidence

that humanity and liberality characterize the adminis-

tration, as shown not only in the beautiful grounds and
ample airing courts, but in many unobtrusive, internal

comforts which transform the Asylum into a Home. We
recognize in it all the hand of the experienced, intelligent,

conscientious and devoted Medical Superintendent, Dr.

Francis T. Stribling. A service of more than one entire

generation has not dimmed his vision, nor abated his

ardor. We congratulate the Managers of the Asylum,
and the people of this old Commonwealth, upon their

singular good fortune in having, for so long a period, en-

joyed the benefits of his labors. May he be longer spared

to devote his matured experience and ripened judgment,

with Christian fidelity, to the best interests of the insane,

and to the honor of the Old Dominion.
To the Managers and Teachers of the Asylum for the

Deaf, Durwb and Blind for the welcome privilege of wit-

nessing the exercises of the pupils in the various depart-

ments—an exhibition of rare interest and excellence, and
also for their abundant and elegant hospitality.

To Mr. Abram Mohler, Proprietor of Weyer's Cave,

for the opportunity of seeing that great natural curiosity

under the most favorable circumstances. We are indebted

to him for a day of relaxation and enjoyment, the like of

which mo3t of us have never before experienced, and

|
which we shall long remember with peculiar pleasure.
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To Messrs. Peytons & Co., Proprietors of the White
Sulphur Springs, for an invitation to visit that attractive

watering-place, and pass a few days there, as their guests

—an invitation which we find it hard to decline, but which
we regret we cannot accept consistently with the full ex-

ecution of the purpose which has called us together here.

To the Presidents of the various Railroads of Virginia,

for their generous offer to pass the members of this Body
over their several roads at one-half of the usual rates.

To such of the good citizens of Staunton as, recogniz-

ing the fact that our specialty knows no distinction of

time nor place, of country nor condition, but is in accord

with the highest humanity of our nature, have extended

to us the warm hand of welcome, and have made our
visit here an enjoyable fact and a pleasant memory.
To Mr. Frederick Scheffer, Proprietor of the Virginia

Hotel, for the use of a Parlor for our meetings, free of

charge, and for his good-natured and constant efforts to

secure our comfort while guests at his Hotel.

To the Managers of the Western Lunatic Asylum for

their courteous and generous attentions and hospitality,

and to our old friend and associate, Dr. Stribling, for his

untiring and most successful endeavors to make our first

visit to Staunton profitable and pleasant in the highest

degree. We bid him good-bye with regret, and in the

hope that for years to come, we shall enjoy his welcome
presence at our annual Assemblies.

For the Committs, C. A. WALKER,
Chairman.

Adjourned to meet in Hartford, Conn., on the

third Wednesday in June, 1870.

JOHN CXJRWEN,
Secretary.

SULLIVAN CO. MEDICAL SOCIETY.
The annual meeting of the Sullivan County, N. Y.,

Medical Society, was held at the house of R. B
Towner, in Monticello, the 9th day of June, 1869,

Dr. B. G. McCabe, President, in the chair, and

David Matthews, Secretary.

The President, Dr. B. G. McCabe, then delivered

the Annual Address, after which a resolution of

thanks was offered, and a copy requested for pub-

lication.

On motion the Society adjourned to meet on the

last Wednesday in September, at Liberty.

Editorial Department.

Periscope.

De-Nieotinized Tobacco.

In the Chicago Medical Journal of February, is

the following article by T. Williams, M. D., of Mil-

waukee :

It is not generally known that tannic acid de-ni-

cotinizes tobacco. If the bowl of a pipe is filled about

one-fourth full of tannin, filled up with tobacco and
smoked, the aroma of the tobacco is almost entirely

destroyed, and the smoker scarcely feels the effect

of the tobacco on his nervous system. In this ex-

periment the tannin powder does not take up all the

vaporized nicotine (which is the intoxicating princi-

ple of tobacco and tobacco smoke), as it passes

through it. The smoke will at first be entirely free

from all taste or smell of tobacco, but in a few mo-
ments it will have formed a passage through the

tannin, through which it will pass so rapidly that all

of its nicotine will not be absorbed.

The experiment is more striking if a bit of sponge

is saturated with a saturated solution of tannin, and
placed in the bottom of the pipe. The smoke of the

first two pipefuls of tobacco will pass out as vapor-

less and innocent as the smoke of a child's rattan or

grape vine cigar, and as devoid of tobacco smell.

But if several more pipefuls are smoked, the tannin

having taken up all the nicotine it is capable of neu-

tralizing, the smoke will begin to pass out with its

natural taste and aroma. A sponge, after being used

in this way, acquires a peculiar stale tobacco smoke

odor. A common pipe may be used in this experi-

ment, but with it the smoker is very liable to draw

some of the tannin solution into his mouth, produc-

ing an unpleasant "green persimmon" puckering.

The Turkish pipe, which is provided with a reser-

voir containing water, answers the purpose admir-

ably. The place for water may be filled with a sat-

urated solution of tannin ; or what is better,—as it

prevents the unpleasant bubbling noise,—a sponge

saturated with the solution.

By changing the sponge often enough, a person

may smoke as immoderately as he pleases without

any injurious effects, and it is particularly recom-

mended to ambitious young gentlemen whom the

weed in its natural condition "makes sick." I

should also suppose that smoking tobacco steeped in

a saturated solution of tannin, and dried, would be

equally harmless, but have not tried this latter ex-

periment. I am not sanguine, however, that man-
kind will avail themselves of the advantages of this

discovery. It will be like the Frenchman's antidote

to the intoxicating effects of alcoholic potations,—it

destroys the very effect for which the poison is used

!

The North American Indians were wise, how-

ever, and availed themselves of this discovery hun-

dreds of years ago. It is well known what inveter-

ate smokers the Indians are, and still we never see

any injurious effects of this habit upon them. This

may be due in part to their vigorous constitutions

and hardy nomadic life, but it is mainly due, I

think, to the form in which they use their tobacco.
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Until they learn the habit from the whites, they

rarely or never use the pure leaf. Their "Killikin-

nick"—the agreeable aroma of which once inhaled

in a wigwam or lumberman's cabin, can never be

forgotten,—is composed of equal parts of tobacco

and the inside bark of a species of the comus cori-

cea. Sometimes the admixture of tobacco in it is

not more than a fourth. This bark is astringent,

and abounds in tannin, and therefore in a great

measure neutralizes the effects of the tobacco. The
fancy brands of smoking tobacco labeled "Killikin-

nick," sold by tobacconists in papers, it is needless

to say, are pure tobacco, and have no real claim to

the name. The Indian name for the particular

species of swamp dogwood which they use for

smoking is " Kinnikinnick," hence the name. As we
• learned the art of smoking from the American

savages, it would be only showing proper respect t

our tastes to take the weed as they do. They peel

the inside bark of the shrub, dry it, pound it to a

powder in their stone mortars, and then mix inti-

mately with the crumbled tobacco.

Action of Opium upon the Uterus.

Dr. P. C. Barker, M. D., of Morristown, N. J.'

has the following article in a recent issue of the New
York Medical Journal

:

''Parturition consists in the expulsion of the foetus

and its appendages from the cavity of the uterus, and
ends in the separation of the child and the mother"

(Churchill). It is accomplished by means of non-

striated contractile fibres, which are practically mus-
cular, and constitute what is generally termed " the

muscular coat ofthe uterus." These fibres are arranged

in longitudinal oblique and (circular) transverse direc-

tions. The first two predominate in the body, and
the latter in the cervix, and particularly in the " os

uteri externum."

Before the expulsive contractions commence which
terminate the process, these circular fibres should

relax, and the "os" become widely dilated ; but ir-

regular contractions of the different sets of fibres, or

contractions of the circular alone (constituting false

pains), or rigidity of the "os uteri," due to tonic

contraction of its circular fibres, often prevent this

physiological dilatation, and prove the source ot

great distress to the patient and annoyance to the

obstetrician.

It was in cases of this character that I discovered

in opium a valuable parturient agent. I will narrate

a few cases, which will illustrate how it became
manifest to me

:

Case I.—Mrs. H., about twenty-five, a strong and
healthy woman, primipara, was taken in labor two
P. M., July 15, 1862. Saw her soon after. Pains

frequent, and of moderate severity ; os dilated suf-

ficiently to admit the point of the index-finger.

Head presenting in first position. Left her for half

an hour, and upon returning found her condition

unchanged. Visited her at intervals until late in the

evening, when, no progress having been made
ordered antimon. et potass.-tart., gr. |, every half

horn-. Went home, leaving directions that I should

be sent for if any change occurred. Messenger came

forme about two A. M., 16th. No further dilatation.

She complained very much of the severity of the

pains. Tartar emetic, gr. |, every half hour. No
improvement resulting, and nausea being constant,

it was djscontinued in the morning, and a stream of

warm water was thrown upon the os, by means of a

Davidson's syringe, for half an hour. This was re-

peated three times during the morning.

Two P. M.—Still no dilatation. Patient a little

feverish, and complaining of being very tired and

sleepy. Ordered morph.-sulph., |th, and left her to

get a little sleep, while I went to attend to other en-

gagements. Returning about an hour after, I found

mother and child comfortably asleep side by side.

About half an hour after taking the morphine she

had a hard expulsive pain, and before any one could

leave the house the child was born. The pains had

not changed in character until just before the ter-

mination of the labor, nor had she been asleep.

Case II.—Mrs. O., thirty-five, multipara. Previous

confinements easy. Taken in labor with her fourth

child, November, 1863. Pains of same character as

in Case I. for sixteen hours, producing little dilata-

tion. At one A. M. gave morph. sulph., gr. i,

hoping to quiet the pains. Left for home, a short

distance away, and retired at once. Just as I was

getting asleep, a messenger came for me in hot

haste, stating that the child was born. Hastily dress-

ing, I returned in time to remove the placenta. Less

than three-fourths of an hour had elapsed since I

quitted the house. She had but one pain, of differ-

ent character from those which had tormented her

so long unavailingly, previous to taking the mor-

phine.

Case IH.—Mrs. W., about twenty-four, primipara,

sent for me early in the evening. Being absent from

home, my former partner, Dr. F. D. Leute, of Cold

Spring, N. Y ., answered the summons. Upon my
return, I went to relieve the doctor. There was no

dilatation, although the pains had been recurring for

some time. We gave her morph. sulph., gr. |, and

went home, giving directions to send for me should

any change occur.

On the following day, 1 learned that about half an

hour after our departure she was seized with severe

expulsive pains, which terminated the labor before

a messenger could be dispatched after me.

It is obvious that morphine was given in these

cases, as it is usually given by the profession, if at

all, with the intention of ootaining a respite from

the pains, in the hope that when they returned they

would be more efficient. I was surprised in each

case at the result, although in the first I attributed

it to the repeated use of the warm douche, from its
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recognized power in certain cases of this character.

In the succeeding cases I was obliged to look for a

different explanation, and at length concluded that

-the morphine increased the expulsive power of the

Dody of the uterus to a degree sufficient to over-

come the circular fibres and connecting tissue of the

" os uteri." Further light was thrown upon the sub-

ject by the following case :

Case IV.—Mrs. G., twenty-eight, multipara. In

labor a number of hours. Os uteri remaining about

half dilated, and rigid. Gave morph. sulph. gr. J.

About half an hour after, while making an exam-

ination during a pain, my first and second fingers

being applied to opposite sides of the os, in order

that I might observe the effect of the pain upon its

hitherto unyielding tissues, I was surprised to feel it

easily dilating.*

In this case I suspected that while opium stimu-

lated the fibres of the body of the uterus (longitudi-

nal and oblique), it also relaxed the circular fibres of

the os. Further observation, in a large number of

cases of varied character, has convinced me that

opium, instead of having a general anodyne effect

upon the uterus, possesses this special power as a

parturient agent. I say general anodyne effect, for

while it sometimes quiets uterine contractions (wit-

ness its universal use for this purpose), yet it is in

those cases in which the circular fibres are called

into action alone, or where the longitudinal and
oblique fibres contract irregularly—in short, in false

pains. I am fully persuaded that opium never did

or can arrest a physiological labor.

I have many times been called to cases in which

the pains have returned regularly and with increas-

ing intensity for a number of hours without produc-

ing dilatation to any extent, and after giving a full

opiate have had the satisfaction of finding a marked
improvement after sufficient time had elapsed for its

absorption, the patient having even harder contrac-

tions with less distress than before, and the os uteri

being speedily dilated.

During the first stage of a physiological labor, I

believe that the circular fibres of the os are passively

relaxed; and that the active, usually gentle, con-

traction of the fibres of the body of the uterus serves

to overcome the resistance which the tissues of the

cervix and os present to dilatation.

* I will add, for the benefit of those interested in the

discussion which some time since appeared in the col-

umns of one of our medical journals, concerning the

propriety of making forcible attempts to dilate the os

with the fingers, that I have for several years practised

it, and think that I have shortened the first stage of labor

many times thereby. In cases where the anterior lip has
not been fully dilated after expulsive pains began, I have
also shortened the second stage by persistently pressing

upon it until it receded beyond the presenting portion

of the head, even after it had become cedematous. The
rationale is quite simple : the tissues being subjected to

increased pressure, relax sooner than they otherwise

would.

Now, if the circular fibres of the os retain their

tonicity, or if they contract with those of the body

during a pain (and I have felt them contracting in a

number of cases), no dilatation can be effected ; or,

at any rate, it will be with great difficulty, and the

resulting distress will be greater than when they

offer only the minimum amount of resistance.

The cases above narrated and referred to have

taught me that opium possesses the power of relax-

ing the circular fibres, at least of the os, and of

stimulating the longitudinal and oblique fibres into

active contraction. It is upon these principles that

opium is exhibited in dysmenorrhcea, when it is de-

pendent upon spasmodic contractions of the circular

fibres ; or where it is owing to the presence of

" menstrual decidua," clots, etc.

In abortions it is an invaluable remedy, facilitating

dilatation, diminishing haemorrhage, promoting the

expulsion of the placenta, and lessening suffering.

Ergot, on the other hand, by causing contraction

of the circular fibres, retains the placenta, and

therefore should rarely be given (in abortion) until

after the frjetus and secundines have been expelled.

Placenta pragma.—I have used opium in three

cases of placenta prsevia, one at the sixth month
and two at term, saving the mother in each instance.

In another case I attempted to turn, but, having

made an erroneous diagnosis as to position, the pla-

centa being planted directly over the os uteri, I in-

troduced the wrong hand, and, failing to get hold of

the feet properly so as to bring them down, I de-

tached the (entire) placenta rather than lose time by

changing hands. I mistook a R. Occip. Post, for a

L. O. Anter, position. The haemorrhage ceased at

once, and the mother subsequently did well.

I think that opium meets two important indica-

tions in placentaproLVla : 1. It facilitatBs dilata-

tion, thus shortening the period of greatest danger.

2. It promotes the expulsive power of the uterus.

It also serves to lessen haemorrhage by a special

haemostatic action.

It is an interesting fact that, in one of these cases,

when the respiration was reduced to four in the

minute by cumulative action of the opium, which
had been too frequently repeated by mistake, the

uterus expelled the child with one pain, thus illus-

trating my statement that opium does not possess

the power of arresting normal uterine contractions.

Hour-glass contractions, etc.—While hour-glass,

cylindrical, or other irregular tonic contractions of

the uterus (particularly those which occur after the

expulsion of the foetus) may be (and doubtless are

sometimes) spontaneous, still in my experience they

have always seemed to be due to ergot. Since I

have learned the special power of opium, as set forth

in this paper, I have used it in these cases with in-

variable success, although some of the most ap-

proved obstetric authorities say such use " is objec-

tionable.

"
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I will give the following cases in point

:

Case V.—December, 1864. Mrs. McD., aged

about thirty-eight. Primipara. Labor progressed

steadily until the head had fully distended the peri-

nseum. Retrocession followed every pain, and, as

they were neither strong nor long, no progress was
made. The vulva, too, was well dilated, and I gave

f 5 iss. Squibb's fl. ext. ergot to complete the deliv-

ery. Fifteen minutes afterward the peculiar con-

tractions produced by ergot commenced, and the

child was soon born. Placing my hand upon the

fundus of the uterus (it having been pressed upon

by the hand of an assistant while the child was be-

ing delivered, and the funis tied and severed), I dis-

covered it to be much elongated, reaching above the

umbilicus; and, making a vaginal examination,

found the placenta to be beyond the reach of my
fingers, and, introducing the hand, discovered it so

tightly grasped by an hour-glass contraction that I

could not remove it. Gave morph.-sulph. gr. |,

noting the time. A little less than halt an hour

afterward I was awakened (having fallen asleep

from great fatigue) by a contraction of the uterus

under my hand. The placenta was expelled with

considerable impulse, and the uterus contracted

down almost entirely below the os pubis (which, by

the way, judging by my experience, it seldom does,

teachers and text-books to the contrary notwith-

standing.)

Case VI.—Mrs. S., multipara. A delayed labor

dependent upon ^inefficient pains. Gave f 3 iss.

ergot. The child being born, I delivered the pla-

centa at once (as I now invariably do after giving

ergot). A cylindrical contraction immediately foL

lowed, the fundus rising considerably above the

umbilicus, in fact almost as high as the ensiform

cartilage. The cylinder was about three inches in

diameter, firmly and uniformly contracted. An
opiate was given, and in due time a permanent

globular contraction followed.

Dr. J. D. Trask, in his essay upon " Rupture of

the Uterus," published in the American Journal of

Medical Sciences, January and April, 1848, gives

four cases of rupture of the uterus due to ergot.

Malgaigne and others have reported similar cases.

The following case is given to show how this acci-

dent might be produced in a diseased or even very

powerful uterus, as well as to illustrate the appar-

ently antagonistic effects of ergot and opium upon
the gravid uterus.

Case VII.—Mrs. M., multipara, about thirty-five.

Previous confinements easy. Present labor not

worthy of note until the os was nearly obliterated, a

ring only being left, when dilatation was for some
unknown reason arrested, and 110 progress made for

an hour. The uterine contractions then becoming

inefficient, gave 3 iss ergot. As soon as the pains

peculiar to ergot began, I made an examination, and

found the os less dilated than before, and its fibres

contracting with those of the body. Gave gr. *

morph.-sulph. Within half an hour the pains had

become more like those of a " physiological labor,"

the os uteri relaxed and became dilated, and the

expulsion of the child speedily followed.

I gave opium in this case, with the expectation

that it would produce a relaxation of the circular

fibres of the os. It seems to have exerted this

power in opposition to ergot as effectually as in the

"hour-glass" and other irregular contractions above

mentioned.

It may readily be seen that the simultaneous

action of the ergot upon the os and body might

have caused a rupture of the uterus. The con-

tractions produced by ergot are continuous. I have

often observed, however, that they have not been

general, but have occurred in different sets of fibres

successively. Herein lies one great danger of its

use. In these, as well as all other irregular contrac-

tions of the uterus, I find opium a prompt and re-

liable remedy. In fact, I now use it in those cases

of delayed labor dependent on inefficient uterine

contractions, instead of ergot.

This property being established, the administra-

tion of opium admits of wide application in uterine

therapeutics. In dysmenorrhea, abortion, irregular

contractions of the uterus of all kinds, previous,

during, and subsequent to labor, and in placenta

prsevia as an adjuvant to Barnes's dilator, it will be

found to be a valuable remedy; more certain in

desired action (when given under proper indications)

than any other remedy in our profession. Such at

least it has been in my hands in quite an extensive

obstetric experience.

In dysmenorrhcea, opium is given to quiet the

contractions of the circular fibres (when this variety

is present). In abortion, it is administered in the

hope that the pains are caused by irregular contrac-

tions; and, if there is no dilatation (producing a

partial separation of the membranes), it will often

prove unsuccessful. If, on the contrary, the process

has progressed so far as to render abortion inevita-

ble, opium promotes it by relaxing the circular

fibres of the os. It may appear at first strange to

hear such apparently opposite properties ascribed to

a remedy; but there is no inconsistency in the

statement. The irregular (collicky) contractions do

not constitute abortion, but they may produce it

;

and there is much less risk in a temporarily relaxed

os uteri without pain, than in a normal condition of

the os with contractions of any kind in the body.

In the " irregular contractions" at term (as in Cases

V., VI., and VII.), it acts promptly.

I will state that cases might have been multiplied

to a large number illustrating this subject ; but the

practical value of my paper would not have been

enhanced at all, as the cases selected are as well or

better-marked instances, each of its kind, than any

others recorded by me since I commenced my ob-
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servations seven years ago. (I had previously ob-

served its powerlessness in quieting physiological

uterine contractions, in the lying-in wards of Belle-

vue Hospital, while an interne.)

With respect to the mode of administration, I am
not aware that it makes any difference what prepar-

ation of opium is used. I have generally employed

solid opium pills, grs. 1 to 3, or morph.-sulph, gr.

one-sixth to one-half (the latter given dry on the

tongue if nausea is present) at term. In abortion,

if seen early, I give enemas ofcorresponding strength,

usually employing from 5 ss to 5 i doses of opii

tinct. in a tablespoonful of warm water, to be re-

peated after three hours if the pains continue, or

later, if they return after being quieted. If abortion

can not be prevented, the hypodermic syringe and

Barnes's dilator or tampon are preferable. I have

not used the hypodermic method at term, having

been satisfied with the more gradual effects of ad-

ministration by mouth, and besides I have thought

that perhaps its rapid absorption into the maternal

circulation might be injurious to the child. I have

never observed any such effects following the ad-

ministration by mouth. And,,what is very singular,

it seldom induces somnolency in the mother.

There are cases in which the os uteri (from pre-

vious inflammation) is almost, and sometimes en-

tirely, undilatable, over which opium (in common
with all other known therapeutic agents) exercises

no control, and for which the knife is the remedy.

Hereditary "Wens.

The St. Louis Medical Beporter contains the fol-

lowing account of a family with wens on the head,

by Paul F. Eve, M. D., Professor of Surgery,

Missouri Medical College

:

I propose to report some striking facts regarding

atheromatous tumors under the scalp, which I met
with in a family near Augusta, Ga., while stationed

there during the war

:

1. Their gregarious or multiple character—

a

dozen having been removed from one head.

2. Their hereditary tendency—a grandmother,

mother, son (my patient), two sisters and three

daughters, all having presented these wens on the

head.

3. The great size of some of them—one was
nearly as large as a small orange or common apple.

4. The conversion of the contents of some of

them into a puriform fluid.

On the 23d of October, 1864, 1 removed two en-

cysted tumors from the head of Mr. L., in South
Carolina. He gave me the following history bearing

upon their growth : His grandmother had had a

wen on her head, and his mother a very large one,

which was ruptured accidentally by coming in con-

tact with the loom while she was weaving. It re-

quired some time and treatment to heal the ulcer

succeeding the evacuation of the contents of the

sac. My patient now presented three tumors, the

largest was situated over the coronal suture, a little

to the left of its junction with the sagittal. He was
sixty years did, was a fleshy man of some two hun-

dred pounds weight. He noticed this growth fifty

years ago. It was the largest of the kind I have

ever seen, had become somewhat pendulous, its

coverings were much attenuated, with varicose veins

running over its surface, and was of a purpleish

color. It was about two inches in diameter, ovoidal

in shape and quite soft on pressure. The ellipsis

made for its removal required five sutures to close

the wound. The cyst being very thin, ruptured

during the dissection, and its contents consisted

chiefly of a puriform fluid mixed with the usual

caseous-like matter of wens. The more superficial

of its contents resembled pus, while the fundus con-

tained a substance like that extracted from a second

tumor on the summit or vertex of the head, having

all the characteristics of common atheroma. This

change in contents was no doubt due to chronic in-

flammation in the pendulous portion of the sac.

I next extracted twelve wens from under the

scalp of one of the daughters of my patient, varying

in form and size, but generally about that of a large

marble. Two were extracted from one incision, so

close together and numerous were they in this case.

A simple cut exposed them, and with strong forceps

the cyst, with contents, were removed entire. So

stout were these sacs that they preserved their size

and shape when placed in a vessel of water. I also

removed one from another daughter in this family,

and there was yet a third child having these tumors

on the head. Th? father and these three daughters

had moreover similar smaller wens developing under

the scalp.

During my sojourn in St. Louis I met with a lady

who has several wens on her head, one large

enough to interfere with her dressing the hair. Her
daughters objected to their removal.

Rubber Cloth in Skin Diseases.

The following translation of an interesting article

by Prof. Hebea, of Vienna, is from the Boston

Med. and Surg. Jour.

During my last visit to Paris, Prof. Hardy told me
that he frequently used vulcanized rubber cloth

(toile caoutchouqee) in the treatment of eczema,

with good effect, applying it "pure et simple" upon

the affected parts. As there happened to be no case

at the time in Hardy's clinic to illustrate its use, I

was obliged to be satisfied with the information

alone, and to undertake an independent examination

of its effects on my return. This I have been doing

for the last year, and would now make known the

results of such treatment.

It was to be expected a priori, considering the im-

permeability of caoutchouc to wratery liquids, that

the evaporation of the volatile secretions of the skin
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would be prevented, and tl.eir collection in the form
of drops between the rubber cloth and the skin fa-

vored by its application. Now as every liquid, in-

cluding the normal secretions of the skin, tends to

soften and macerate the epidermis by long contact,

it was principally the therapeutic efiect of such

maceration that was to be looked for here. It was,

therefore, a continual warm bath in the individual's

own cutaneous secretions which was used upon the

affected parts, and it might be expected the results

would be similar to those obtained by the " continual

bath."*

This supposition, however, has been only partially

realized, and principally when pure caoutchouc has

been used instead of the vulcanized cloth. With the

latter there must also be taken into account the ma-
terial used in the process of its manufacture, espe-

cially the sulphur ; so that wrapping a part in vulcan-

ized rubber cloth, to continue the above comparison,

might be likened to a continual warm sulphur-bath.

In using this comparison, however, it should not

be forgotten that the normal cutaneous fluid secre-

tions differ widely from common water, and, more-

over, that the acids and salts they contain, as well

as the fatty matters which are i eadily converted into

the fatty acids by the rapidly ensuing decomposition,

exert on long contact with the skin a very different

action from ordinary or sulphur water, and that on

this account these elements cannot be disregarded in

judging of the therapeutical action of caoutchouc.

From this point of view, as well as from that of ex-

perience, which teaches that morbid appearances are

often produced upon the skin by the action of its de-

composed secretions, I was not disposed to expect

any very favorable result from its employment.

But on the other hand, as it is well known that the

same means which, under some circumstances, will

produce eczema, will, under others, cure diseases of

the skin, I abandoned this over-hasty criticism, and

awaited the results of a careful trial. How far my
opinion was justified by the result, will be seen by

what follows.

But before mentioning the affections and the indi-

vidual cases treated by the caoutchouc, I will first

describe, more particularly, the material employed.

The rubber cloth (toiie caoutchouqee) consists of

ordinary cotton, which is first coated with a solution

of caoutchouc, and then submitted to the process

known as vulcanizing. This consists in sprinkling

the stuff with a mixture of caoutchouc and sulphur,

and exposing it to a high temperature under a pres-

sure of sixteen atmospheres. The material obtained

in this way is gray, black, or of any other desirable

color, flexible, impermeable to watery fluids, smooth

and polished on one surface, dull and rough on the

* The " continual bath " here spoken of is a method of

treatment introduced by Prof. Hebra, and used in certain

chronic skin diseases and extensive burns. The patient is

kept in warm water day and night constantly, sometimes

for two or three months.—Translator.
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other, and smells of caoutchouc and sulphur. Oil,

as well as all fats, and alcohol, dissolve this layer of

caoutchouc, thus destroying its desirable qualities,
j

and rendering it useless for the purpose in question.
1

It can be worked like any other cloth, that is, be cut,

sewed, and its surfaces be made to adhere by means
of a cement containing caoutchouc. These proper-

ties led me not only to apply it simply, as Hardy ad-

vised, to the affected parts, but I had various pieces

of clothing made of it, for instance, caps for the head,

bags in which to envelop various regions of the body,

gloves, stockings, and, finally, entire drawers, with

aud without feet attached, as well as shirts and

blouses. Besides these, I had some of the ordinary

gum-elastic (not vulcanized) made into bandages

and glove, and convinced myself that this might also

be used.

As to the diseases in which I employed it, it will

be readily understood that its effect was tried not

only in eczema (as Hardy advised), but in many
other affections of the skin, especially in cases where

it was desirable to soften and macerate dry and hard

masses of epidermis, as in psoriasis, ichthyosis, tylo-

sis, pityriasis, &c. In burns of mild degree, also, in

variola, and in some cases of pruritus cutaneus in

old people I tried the rubber garments, and found

especially favorable results to follow.

After this general explanation, we will now de-

scribe the individual cases treated by the caoutchouc

method, beginning with those of eczema. We have

submitted every variety of this affection, from E. j

squamosum to E. impetiginosum, to this treatment,
,

p

making use either of closely applied pieces, roller \

bandages, or the whole garments. In every case the
f

smooth side of the vulcanized cloth was laid in con- !

tact with the skin, from which the collections of \

morbid products, the scales, crusts, &c, had been \

previously removed, although in some cases the cloth {

was applied for the sake of experiment above these, b

On removing the cloths, at the end of 12 or 14 hours \

they were found very moist, often entirely soaked &

through, and the fluid, which had collected on the sur- e

face of the skin in considerable quantity, of a pene- \

trating smell, worse even than that of the " stinking c(

foot-sweat." The skin itself, however, when cleans- <:

ed from the diseased products thus softened, appear- \

ed odorless and only reddened, more or less robbed i

of its epidermis, moist and shiny. The sensations
\

of the patient during then application were not at
j

foj

all unpleasant, there being no pain or itching. After m

their removal, itching generally came on, and, unless \

they were renewed within a half horn or so, a feel- t:

ing of contraction and pain also, so that the patients
ft

longed for their immediate reapplication. If the

treatment was continued in this way, the whole g

series of symptons gradually diminished—the moist- t]

ening, redness, itching and pain—and in many cases <

the cure of the eczema was seen to be complete in %

he course of two months.



July 17, 1869.] Reviews and Book Notices. 59

But as it is known that under other treatment the

cure of eczema may be effected in this period of time

the question arises what advantage the caoutchouc

method offers over others, such as by ung. diachyli,

tar, zinc, sublimate, &c.

The answer must be, that, although in general no

excessive advantage can be attributed to the caout-

chouc, nevertheless there are cases in which this new
remedy can be used with espacial profit. I refer

here particularly to eczema of the hands, fingers,

flexures of the joints, scrotum and feet, in which the

application of salves, &c, is not only attended by

much inconvenience to the patient, but in which also

the caoutchouc preparations are able to afford a

much more speedy relief to the pain produced by the

fissures, inasmuch as such parts can be kept con-

stantly moist by the easy application of the gloves,

cots, bandages, suspensories and stockings employ-

ed. Although, therefore, no new panacea has been

introduced into dermato-therapeutics by the use of

caoutchouc in the treatment of eczema, it must still

be regarded as a very valuable addition to our means

of cure, and all the more as it does not prevent the

helping use at the same time of other known reme-

dies. Thus in many cases the cure of eczema is

powerfully assisted by the simultaneous use of

schmierseife, baths, douches, tar preparations, &c.,

and these latter in turn made more servicable by the

application of the caoutchouc cloths.

Of the other affections of the skin it was especially

the hardened concretions of epidermis in pityriasis,

xerosis, and psoriasis palmaris, as well
t
as in tylosis

planta? pedis, in which caoutchouc gloves and stock-

ings were successful in easing the pain of their pain-

ful cracks, and causing them to heal even by pro-

longed use. In some cases of bums of the second

degree upon the hands and feet we tried the treat-

ment by persistent application of the caoutchouc

cloth, and it succeeded perfectly, although I cannot

concede to it any advantage over cold or warm water

fomentations or applications of ordinary cerate, oil

and lime-water, &c. In order to soften the epider-

mal coverings of the efflorescences in variola, so as

to favor their discharge and the absorbption of their

contents, I tried similar applications of the rubber
cloth, enveloping certain of the extremities in rubber

bags, and changing them every 24 hours in order to

cleanse them and the skm. The course of the

pocks was not the least altered, but the maceration

of the thick epidermis of the planta pedis and vola

manus thus effected materially helped in preventing

the pains which so frequently occur in these locali-

ties, and on this account I can strongly recommend
this method in variola.

But it was in four cases of general itching of the

skin that this treatment was most beneficial, which,

although partially associated with eczema, did not
occur upon the eczematous parts, and therefore were
properly regarded as pruritus cutaneus senilis ( pru-

rigo senilis aut orum). The patients., were four old

men between 65 and 75 years, one of whom only I

treated in the hospital, the other three ( Prince F.

S., Count Cz., Baron E.) in private practice in con-

nection with their attendant physicians. With all

four I had a complete suit of rubber clothing made
and worn next the skin, at first day and night.

—

Morning and evening the garments were either

changed, or where, as in the hospital, only one suit

was provided, this was removed for a short time,

cleansed and again put on. The effect show-

ed itself in each case the first day even
; perspiration

became more abundant, the itching and tension of

skin entirely ceased, and sleep, which had been dis-

turbed, returned. All the patients expressed them-

selves as much relieved, and submitted with great

pleasure to the continued treatment. After the

lapse of some weeks the rubber clothing was worn
only either during the night or for an hour at a time

during the day, until finally it was removed after

complete cure in each case. The accompanying

eczema was all the more easily treated by the ordin-

ary remedies ( tar preparations ), as the coverings

modified and mitigated the odor as well as concealed

the stain they produced. To prevent misunderstand-

ing, let me again draw attention to the fact that the

caoutchouc bandages were of themselves sufficient to

allay the distressing itching, which compelled the

patients to scratch and deprived them of sleep, and

that the tar preparations were only used when sooner

or later the ordinary symptoms of eczema showed
themselves.

Reviews and Book Notices.

The Physiology of "Woman, and her Diseases
from Infancy to Old Age. By C. Morrill, M. D.,
author of sundry medical essays, lectures on pop-
ular physiology, etc. Sixth Ed., Boston, James
Campbell, 1869. 1 vol. pp. 438, price, $1.50.

j

This aims to be a popular treatise on the sexual

physiology and pathology of woman, a treatise to

set forth scientific matters of value in language

suitable to the general reader. The aim is most
praiseworthy. Just such a volume is wanted. But
a more utter inadequacy of means to ends we rarely

have seen displayed. Who C. Morrill, author of Sun-

dry Medical Essays, is, we have not the least idea ; but

what he is, how much he knows on the subject of

gynecology is too plainly evident. His sole au-

thorities are such antiquated tomes as those of

Dewees, Denman, Dixon, and the other worthies of

past generations. The crudest surmises are united

to grave repetitions of exploded theories. Passages

are borrowed without acknowledgement from Men-
ville and Michelet, and thread-bare anecdotes are

retailed as new.

Even this poor material is most lamely put to-

gether. An air of pedan try would repel the reader,
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even if the book were worth reading. The author

affectedly heads his paragraphs with Latin words,

applicata, gesta, percepta, circumfusa, and such like

jargon, which has no existence either in medical or

popular language. Mistakes of fact occur constantly,

and as far as information is concerned we can not

put this hook above " Becklard's Marriage Guide" or

the other volumes of a similar character which are

sold " on the sly." The paper, print, and engravings

are as poor as the composition, and why the pub-

lisher of the " GynEecological Journal" should get

Out such a book, we cannot see.

The Journal of the Gynaecological Society of
Boston, devoted to the advancement of the knowl-

edge of the Diseases of Women. Edited by Drs-

Winslow Lewis, H. R. Storer, and G. H. Bixby.

James Campbell, Boston, Mass. Monthly, $3.00

a year. Vol. 1, ~No. 1.

The Journal of this young society dashes into the

arena with a decidedly militant air. It touches up

the " venerable weekly " which has been so long the

one medical organ of Boston ; it hints at the very

Utset the organizatison ofa new medical school " more

alive to the wants ot the age " than that respectable

concern attached to Harvard College, and the pub-

lisher, in an amusing salutatory of half a dozen pages,

congratulates himself and the world on having for

editors such men as Dr. Lewis, who, though seventy

years of age, " retains so much of the fire and pro-

gressive tendencies of youth ;" as Dr. Stobeb, vari-

<
ously judged, he tells us, as " enthusiastic, empiric,

egotist, fool," and as Dr. Bixby, whose "blood

boiled in his veins" when " the Rebellion broke out,"

and who rushed from Europe to take charge of a

hospital boat on the Mississippi river, which perilous

and arduous post, we are glad to learn, he filled with

conspicuous success. Mr. Campbell kindly gives us

a biography of each of these gentlemen, for which

no doubt, posterity will duly thank him, even if the

resent degenerate age laughs.

These idiosyncrasies aside, which we gladly at-

tribute to its youth, the Journal promises to be a

very good one indeed, and exceedingly interesting.

It deserves, and no doubt it will have, a paying cir-

culation. It contains excellent articles by Drs.

Field, Storer and Gerould, and we urge all our sub-

scribers who are interested in the Diseases of Wo-
men to give it their support. We will cheerfully

forward their names.

The Milk of the Sow—Of all milks, that

from the sow is the richest and most nutritious. It

contains 50 per cent, more of solid constituents,

such as butter, cheesy matter, and sugar, than does
the lacteal produce of the cow. This is shown in a
recent analysis by Professor Cameron, of Dublin,
ile appears to be only the second chemist who has
examined the secretion. Curiously, the milk of the

sow is generally absent from lists of milk analyses
;

the reason doubtless being the difficulty of securing
specimens.

Another Victim.

Again it is our duty to chronicle a death by pro-

duced abortion. It occurred in Middletown, Con- ;

necticut. The victim was Margaret Dorcas, a young 'i

woman twenty years of age. She had complained

of severe diarrhoea for several days. Drs. Courrie
j

and Sloan were called in. When asked why she
\

had not done something to stop it, she said that she
l

[

had her reasons. The doctors soon after discovered

that she was pregnant, and asked her if she had

taken any medicine. She replied that she had
;
and,

being asked by Dr. Sloan who had given her the

medicine, she replied, " Dr. Johnson." Per contra,

Dr. Johnson testified : " I do not know the deceased;

was never called to see her ; she never called upon
me for medicine that I know of."

One of the physicians who appeared before the

Coroner's Jury made the statement, that within the

corporate limits of Middletown, the practice of

which this young lady was the last victim, is alarm-

ingly prevalent, and that not only by the use of

drugs, but by other violent methods, the crime of

foeticide is constantly being committed.

How long is this to last ? Are there no means in

law, religion, or medicine to check this evil ?

The Gynaecological Society of Boston

Promises to be an efficient agency in the advance-

ment of our knowledge of all that appertains to the

management of diseases affecting women. Meetings

are held every two weeks for the reading of essays

and discussions. The Society has commenced the

publication, monthly, of a journal' of 64 pages, de- '

voted to the advancement of the knowledge of the ]

Diseases of Women, which we notice in another i

column.

We wish this Society, as we do every agency that

is calculated to aid our profession in the discharge

of its interesting and important duties, abundant 1

success. We feel duly grateful for the honor con-
,

ferred in our own election as a corresponding

member of the Society.

Dampness in Safes.

According to a correspondent in the Druggists' E

Circular dampness in safes can be entirely prevent- sj

ed by simply putting a lump of gum camphor among ol

the papers, etc. ft

|

\

Organic Synthesis.

The last number of Liebig's Annalen announces
^

the fact, that the direct transformation of the acids
f

.

of the fatty series into corresponding alcohols has
'

been effected by Linnemann. It was accomplished
, f

by the action of sodium-amalgam on anhydrous
"J

acid. This important discovery supplies the missing

link required to pass step by step up the ladder trom
"°

the simplest alchohol (wood-spirit), up to the 011

highest, wax alcohol.

—

British Med. Journal.
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6^- Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and

Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,

News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

BS" To insure publication, articles must he practical,

Irief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

We particularly value the practical experience of coun-

try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfullv belongs to the profession.

TO SUBSCRIBEES.

The 21st volume of the Medical and Sur-

gical Reporter began on July 3rd. A
large number of subscriptions are due from

that date, and we look to a prompt response

to the bills already sent out and being sent.

—

Our bills always call for PAYMENT IN AD-

VANCE.

As we are about to reduce our stock of odd

back numbers of the Reporter, in order to

make room, it is desirable that all who wish

to complete their files should notify us by the

10th of August. Bills will be sent with the

numbers ordered.

We can still supply a few complete sets or

volumes from the commencement, bound or un-

bound. Tliey should be applied for soon, as

they will soon be exhausted.

THE HYDRANGEA AKBOEESCENS,
In our inaugural thesis for the degree of

Doctor of Medicine at the University of Penn-
sylvania, in 1850, we presented to the notice

of the profession the Hydrangea Arborescens,

for the purpose of removing small calculi and
sabulous deposits from the bladder. We gave
a number of cases in which it had been used

with apparently marvellous success. The
essay was recommended for publication and
was subsequently published in the New Jersey

Medical Reporter, in 1851.

For a time the proposed remedy attracted a

good deal of attention, and was used with

much satisfaction by a number of physicians,

and the results published. Parrish, and
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other druggists of this city, and Tilden &
Co., of New York, prepared, and, we believe,

still prepare large quantities of the fluid ex-

tract, and the preparation recommended by
us, made with honey. There was, for a time,

certainly, a brisk demand for the root. The
" Eclectics " immediately introduced the hy-

drangea into their materia medica, and we be-

lieve it is now, with them, a standard drug.

We firmly believe that if we had made a

proprietary medicine of our form of prepa ra-

tion of the hydrangea, and expended one-half

the energy upon introducing it, that we have
in the legitimate walks of our profession, we
would have made a valuable medicine popu-

lar, and be now paying government around
sum annually as tax on granite or brown-stone

fronts, income from sales, etc.

An opportunity is unexpectedly afforded us
of once more pressing the claims of this drug

on the notice of the profession. In a business

note Dr. T. K. Tayman, of Galena, Kent Co.,

Maryland, says :

" I think you are the same Dr. Butler I wrote to

some years ago in regard to mulberry calculi from
which I was then suffering. You had the kindness

on that occasion to recommend to me Fluid Extract

of Hydrangea, and kindly sent me several medical

journals treating on the same disease. I avail my-
self of the opportunity of returning to you my sin-

cere thanks for the kindly interest you took in my
behalf at the time, and to say to you, with emotions
of gratitude, that the suggestions you were pleased

to make, have been highly satisfactory in my own as.

also to many others to whom I have administered

the same remedy in my daily rounds among the

sick.

SOME VITAL STATISTICS.
We have before us the report of the City

Registrar of Boston for 1868. It contains some
points of general interest.

The birth rate of Boston is one to every
33.79 persons. This is lower than in any
European nation except France and Belgium.
The Registrar remarks

:

" When it is remembered that in 1851 there
was one birth in Boston to every twenty-six
persons living, the present birth-rate (one to
33.79) will not fail to attract the notice of all
who are interested in vital satistics, andawaken
something more than curiosity. Whether pru-
dential motives, or something worse, or both
together, lie at the root of the matter, the dis-
agreeable fact remains, and challenges serious
consideration. Apart from the medical jour-
nals of the country, this subject seems to re-
ceive little notice ; and even in them the dis-
cussions are of a spasmodic character, and

Editorial.
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gradually taper of into scientific disputations,

which neither cure the evil, nor point to a

remedy."

But even this ugly proportion is much bet-

ter than in New York or Philadelphia, if we

may trust the city reports.

The following is a comparative statement of

the births in the cities of New York, Phila-

delphia and Boston :

New York. Philadelphia. BOSTON.

Population, . . . .1,100,000 800,000 240,000

17,259 7,102

1 Birth to every. 87.37 46.35 33.79

There can be no doubt that the number of

births returned in the two first-named cities

are far below the actual number that occurred

there. Either the laws in the two places are

very loosely enfored, or their system of regis-

tration is at fault. In either case, the contrast

afforded by Boston (where but very few births

escape registration,) is creditable to the law

in operation in Massachusetts.

The following statement of the deaths in

Boston, New York and Philadelphia, will

show how the mortality in the first named
place compares with that of the last two. The
reports of the deaths in New York and Philadel-
phia are not liable to the same objections that

exist against the returns of births and marriages.

As every interment requires a permit for re-

moval, the mortality in each place is undoubt-

edly correctly stated

:

Boston, 1 death to 43.48. New York, 1 to

44.19. Philadelphia, 1 to 59.74.

New York has long borne the unenviable

reputation of being little less than a plague

spot. Those who have been accustomed so to

regard it, will be somewhat surprised to learn,

that, notwithstanding its fifth, and the free-

and-easy way in which public matters are con-

ducted, its bill of mortality has a more agree-

able appearance than that of Boston ; while

Philadelphia outstrips both in an extraordi-

nary degree.

Malt Extract.

Make 2 pounds fresh ground malt to a paste with

cold water, and stir in hot water until the mixture

has reached a temperature of 158 degrees F. Let

stand at this temperature till all the starch has been
converted into dextrin ( until tinct. iodine no more
colors it blue ) ; this will take about 2 hours. Wash
several times with water, and evaporate to the pro-

per consistency.

—

Buchheb, Neues Repetor.

Notes and Comments.

A Private Hospital for Marital Diseases.

We lately paid an agreeable visit to Clifton Hall,

an institution near Philadelphia for the treatment of

diseases of the mind. The establishment is admi-

rably conducted by Dr. R. A. Given, whose skill in

this branch of science is abundantly proven by the

favorable results he has produced.

The location is beautiful and salubrious ; the house,

though possessing all the safe guards and appliances

of a public hospital, ia external appearance and in-

ternal arrangements, presents nothing to unfavora-

bly impress the inmates ; the patients of both sexes,

the Superintendent and his household, take their

meals at a common table, which is liberally supplied,

and differing in its appointments in no respect from

the tables of the educated classes elsewhere.

Music, games, etc., are abundantly supplied, and

we take pleasure in recommending the institution to

our professional brethren as thoroughly worthy

their confidence. Dr. Given may be addressed

" Clifton Hall, Kellyville, Delaware Co., Penna."j

The K"ext Census.

A census committee, appointed by the late Con-

gress, is in session in Washington. We trust that

they will adopt such rules and regulations as will

make this the best census that has ever been taken.

There are now five candidates for the office of

Superintendent, each of whom denies that he is an

applicant, namely : Dr. Kennedy, the late Superin-

tendent, Dr. Hough, prominent in the last New
York enumeration, Dr. Walker, of the Statistical

Bureau, Dr. Jarvis, of Dorchester, Mass., and Dr.

Barnard, present Commissioner of Education.

There are some excellent names in this list—but

we trust that the claims of so eminent and practical

a statistician as Dr. Edwin M. Snow, of Provi-

dence, R. I., is known to be, will not be overlooked.

We should be sorry to hear that any of these gentle-

men had descended into the political arena for the

sake of obtaining the position; but let it be con-

ferred on the one who is best qualified to fill it.

Jersey City Charity Hospital.

The, formal opening of the Jersey City Charity

Hospital, under the control of the Medical Board,

composed of physicians and surgeons appointed by

the Common Council for its special management,

and located at the foot of Washington street, took

place on Wednesday, June 9. A number of sur-

geons and physicians were present. Dr. J. W. Hunt,
President of the Medical Board, delivered an appro-

priate address. At present there are 30 patients in

the hospital.
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Cessation of the Revista Medico Quirurjica y
Dentistica.

The proprietors of the Eevista Medico Quirurjica

y Dentistica announce the suspension of their jour-

nal. This is due solely to the political troubles now
existing in the Spanish West Indies.

Publication will be resumed it is hoped in Jan-

uary, 1870.

Nearly every Medical Journal in the United States

has exchanged with the Eevista ; and for this kindly

recognition of their effort, the editors desire to ex-

press their thanks.

Fee-Bills.

We have received from Dr. Hob:n~ee, of Fauquier

county, Virginia, a fee-bill of the society of that

county.

We should be glad to see a uniform bill of charges

adopted by the profession, and recommend such a

step to the notice of all medical societies.

Formula for Giving Quinia,

A correspondent furnishes the following formula,

intended to cover the bitter taste of quinia

:

R. Quinire sulphatis, gr. xxiv.

Syrup sarsap. comp., f.^iij.

Acidi tannici, gr. iij.

01. Mentha Piperita?, gtt. v. M.

Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.

That Case of " Cancer."

Editoes of Med. Am) Sue. Repobtee :

The published report of Mrs. Dr. T. G. Moeeis'

1 case, ( of Liverpool, Perry county, Pa.,) under the

1 caption of " a case of cancer" which appeared in

your excellent journal May 15th, page 367, current

1 vol. has attracted the notice, and excited the curiosity

( of a number of medical men who perused it, some
( of whom enjoyed the acquaintance of the excellent

lady who was the subject of it, during the later years

of her life. Among this number are at least two of

those, who according to the published report, " were

called in to the case, but failed to properly diagnose

it." " Some supposing it to be an ' ovarian tumor

'

or ' cancer of the uterus,' some ' a displacement of

the liver ' or < right kidney,' others a ' a case of hy-

datid.' " ( Hydatid of what ?) Then after regaling

your readers with this formidable array of diverse

opinions entertained by Mrs. M's medical advisers

we are informed that the "general conclusion" was
an " iliac cancerous tumor " of large dimensions.

—

Almost in the next sentence we are gravely informed

that " upon a post mortem examination having been
made by Drs. Case, Rittee, Eby and Ruttee."—
A " cancerous tumor about the size of a child's head

presented itself," thus confirming the " general con-

clusions " alleged to have been reached by Mrs. M's

medical attendants, although " they failed to pro-

perly diagnose the tumor," and as we are led to be-

lieve according to the report, entertained widely dif-

ferent views in regard to it. Notwithstanding all

this, if the result of this post mortem examination is

correctly reported, paradoxical as it may seem, the
" general conclusions" of those who committed the

error, in diagnosis, were in perfect accord with the

revelations of the cadaver.

We are left in the dark as to the particular organ

affected, or part that was the seat of the " cancer,"

which is to be regretted. Whether the language

employed in the published report (from which we
quote,) fairly represents the views of the gentlemen

who furnished it or not, we have no means

of judging ; but some of the assertions and state-

ments contained therein are, to say the least of them,

at variance with the following facts, as obtained

from the patient and her husband, relatiing to the

history of the case, by the writer, viz : That Mrs. M.,

had suffered from chronic derangement of the liver,

and constipation, for more than twelve years pre-

vious to her last illness, and was in the habit of fre-

quently taking purgatives for relief. The illiac tu-

mor only manifesting itself some three months prior

to her decease. There had been exposure to cold,

and a ride of sixteen miles and return, over a rough

road after the pain and soreness in the illiac region

had commenced, when all the symptoms became

much aggravated. The next point we take excep-

tion to is the alleged difference of opinion. So far

as known there was perfect unanimity of sentiment

in regard to the case, among the medical gentlemen

who were professionally concerned in it. Whether
these opinions were correct or otherwise remains to

be proven yet, and we are willing to submit them,

together with such evidence as is deemed important,

to the intelligent and enlightened readers of your

Journal for their decision. The post-mortem ex-

amination was conducted by the gentlemen above

named, in the absence of the attending and consult-

ing physicians. Not one of them was present

to witness this eminently proper proceeding, to as-

sist with their "skill" and previous knowledge of the

case, in elucidating its character, or to defend their

views against misrepresentation. How these views

were discovered is a mystery, since they were never

promulgated to the gentlemen who officiated at the

autopsy. The description of the seat of the tumor,

its location and anatomical relations, etc., are detailed

with sufficient minuteness to render its genera

characteristics intelligible to your readers, for this

we feel obliged, but are forced to object to the char-

acter given of the morbid production, viz : " Cancer-

ous tumor" and most respectfully ask, in the inter-

est of medical science, as well as for our own en-

lightenment, some additional evidence upon this
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point, from those who so peremtorily asserted that

the disease " was not properly diagnosed."

First What part of the colon was adherent to the

diseased mass ? Second. Was there a direct com-

munication between the colon and cavity, or " cells"

of the tumor? Third. By what means was the

cancerous nature of the tumor determined ? Was

there a microscope used on the occasion, or were the

visual organs of the gentlemen capable of discerning

cancer cells unassisted by the microscope ? Do can-

cerous growths form adhesions to neighboring parts

and visceri, as this one seems to have done ? These

questions, fairly answered, will, in our opinion, settle

the question as to diagnosis. Having given a brief

history of this interesting case, which, as will be ob-

served, conflicts in one important particular with the

published one, viz., the length of time Mrs. M. suf-

fered from this tumor, (which was, in reality, an

acute affection, and only existed some three months

instead of " a few years" before her death,) it is

proper that your readers should have a description

of the symptoms the case presented when the writer

first saw it, on the 20th of March last, and one month

before its fatal termination. They were, in brief,

the symptoms that define a stercoraceous abscess,

and such as characterize phlegmonous inflammation

in other parts of the body. These are so plainly de-

fined by Prof. Gross, in his admirable treatise on

surgery, vol. 2, page 633, 634, (who has written

moie on this subject than any other author I am fa-

miliar with,) that I will quote Ms own language in

describing the symptoms of the disease under con-

sideration.

"Great local uneasiness, and constitutional dis-

turbance, severe and protracted rigors, irritability of

stomach, sleeplessness, and great prostration. The

integuments elevated into a distinct tumor, exquis-

itely tender to the touch, and marked by an erysipe-

latous blush, with an appearance of cedema." Fluc-

tuation not detected, but the presence of air in the

tumor readily appreciated by the ear and by percus-

sion, also evident to the patient. A more faithful

description of the symptons could not have been

written than is there laid down as a guide to the

diagnosis of the ailment she was suffering from.

After Dr. T. G. Morris (the patient's husband),

Dr. Dock, of Harrisburg, Pa., was the first physi-

cian called in to examine and prescribe for her, who

gave as his opinion that the disease was illiac abscess,

or threatened abscess around the ccecum, and very

properly employed means to effect resolution of the

inflammation, but owing to his own health being

delicate, he was compelled to abandon the case,

when the writer succeeded him, fully coinciding in

views of case, and continued in attendance from

that time until her death, some four weeks after-

wards.

Dr. D. M. Crawford, of Mifflintown, Pa., was

finally called in consultation, who corroborated and

sustained the views previously expressed by Dr.

Dock and mj'Self^ After failing to procure resolu-

tion, means were employed to promote suppuration

;

emollients locally nutrients and stimulants, and

.

opium internally constituted the treatment. An in-

cision was proposed, but the measure was not ac-

ceded to by the patient. It was believed the abuse

of purgatives and exposure to cold caused the mis-

chief, resulting in inflammation of the ccecum and

vermiform appendix, giving rise to adhesions, and by

absorbing the wall of adjacent part of colon, or by

ulceration, foecal matter escaped into the abscess.

The products of inflammation in this situation,

differing as they do from the ordinary results of that

morbid action in other parts of the body, and the

ill elaborated pus might readily deceive the unwary

and be mistaken for malignant disease by inexpe-

rienced or careless observers.

P. L. Greenleaf, M. D.

Thonqjsontown, Pa.

Spontaneous Absorption of Serum in Hydrocele.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter:

I send you the following case. It is new to me,

and may be so to some of your readers.

T, P>., a lad aged 9 years, health good from in-

fancy. Two years ago his parents discovered an

enlargement of the scrotum on the right side as

though it was confined to one testicle. As it occa-

sioned no pain or inconvenience, he remained silent

for some three months, when it increased to the size

of a goose egg. I was called in, and first supp;S3d

it was scrotal thermia, but, upon close examination,

I discovered it was hydrocele, from the fact it was

transparent and fluctuating, and not dilating when

the patient coughed, and all the symptoms of hernia

being absent.

An operation being refused, I wasted one month

in local applications without benefit. When the

consent of the parents was obtained, I promised to

return in a few days and operate with trocar. On

the fourth day I came prepared, when, to my sur-

prise, I found all swelling gone, and the patient en-

tirely well. His mother stated that he looked for

my return for three evenings with much anxiety,

and every evening it grew less until it was all gone.

He remained so for some twelve months, when it

returned again as large as before, when I was called

again. I afterwards called Dr. BisselPs attention to

it. He carefully examined it, and came to the same

conclusion that I did as to the nature of the case.

I promised to return and use the troea and,canula

in five days. I repaired to the residence of the pa-

tient, with like result as before—the swelling all

gone, and the patient well to all appearances, and

remains so up to the present time. Query :
Was it

the mental excitement that produced the absorption,

or what was the cause of it ?

The patient had not received any injury, to his
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knowledge, and knew nothing of it until his atten-

; tion was directed to it by his brothers, who conveyed

! the information to his parents. I will watch the
'

\ case closely, and report if there is any change or

' returns.
; J. W. McAfee, M. D.
; Salem, Oregon, June 23, 1869.

Hypodermic Injections.

Eds. Med. and Surg. Reporter :

Feeling as I do, the great advantages arising from
' the use of the hypodermic syringe, if no other mo-

\
tive than an admiration of its use, could prompt me
to speak in its praise, so great a blessing as it con-

' fers upon suffering humanity, it alone is sufficient.

When I first used it I was warned of great danger in

having anything to with it—one physician said he

had great trouble in saving one of his patients from

an attack of phlebitis, resulting from the use of a

syringe—another, that statistics gave so many deaths

• from its use that he could not be persuaded in its

use ; in its use, however, those fears have been en-

1 tirely abandoned. Concluding that if bad or fatal

effects arise, it only occurred in such cases as similar

" effects would have been produced if administered
1 differently, the advantages in the certainty of its ef-
'

l

fects, is not the less marked. The condition of the

stomach, the coming in contact of that which would
' neutralize the medicine in its effect, and many other

• conditions arising that necessarily the physican must
' contend against, the rapid effect of the medicine is

: also another great consideration. Nausea sometimes
1

arise contraindicating the use of opium and its salts

1 which to a great degree can be avoided with the use
1 of the syringe.

Difficulties sometimes arise in dissolving the salts

c wished to be used—the acids, dilute, were advised
s by some, but in my attempt at using it, found that
(

it added little to dissolve the medicines, and at the
1 same time acted as an irritant to the skin. I herein

annex some cases coming under my observation.

Case 1. Wm. H., aged 50, of strong constitution,
1 had sciatica from which he was suffering excruciat-

r ing pains ; a full dose of morphia was injected hypo-
• demiically ; in a few minutes was entirely free from
; pain ; the syringe was used several times with great

f relief to the patient. In a few days he recovered en-

's tirely.

6 Case 2. Rev. J. McC, aged 50, had for several

years periodical attacks of sciatica—was called to see

& him when first taken ; a full dose was given hypoder-
- mically, which permanently relieved him. In his

I former attacks he usually was confined several

6 weeks.

I Case 3. Mrs. S., aged' 48, suffering from scirrhus

I of mammary gland—had it removed about one year

ago, after a short time it returned, causing great suf-
'
: fering, to relieve which she used McMunn's elixir

opium, she had reached that point of tolerance that

she could take at one dose \ 5 ; her stomach became

very much disturbed, which suggested the use of the

syringe, which was used with entire satisfaction;

the dose given being as much as 1 § gr. morphia.

Case 4. J. C, aged 30, was called to see this pa-

tient after a relapse from an attack of acute rheuma-

tism, he was placed under the alkaline treatment,

with anodynes to relieve pain ; nausea arose which

required the withdrawal of both medicines ; the pains

were so great, however, that morphia was used hy-

podermically, which proved satisfactory ; the alka-

line remedies were renewed again without any un-

toward symptoms.

CarmichaeVs, Pa., June 15,1869. *

Degeneration of the Blood from Earth-Eating.

Eds. Medical and Surgical Reporter :

The effects of earth-eating vary according to the

geological composition of the earth ingested ; but the

earth-eater's countenance generally betrays his de-

praved practice, by a particular tinge of the skin, a

kind of pale, sallow color.

A certain soil in some districts of South America

is eaten by some of the inhabitants, and it is said

that when partaken of in moderate quantities it

noiuishes like any ordinary aliment, probably from

a preponderance of organic matter in its constitu-

ents. The mud-eaters of Kentucky do not seem to

suffer very severely from the effects of that particu-

lar soil they eat. Here in the island of Cuba, those

children in the habit of eating a black earth contain-

ing much vegetable matter, suffer considerably less

than those who indulge in the more inorganic red

soil, thus colored by the oxide of iron; the former

generally live to grown age in their habit, when
they almost always abandon it from a feeling of

decency ; but the latter very often succumb before

attaining that age.

I had lately three patients in the country—such

patients being a rarity in cities—who were fond of

the red soil
;
they were two boys of the ages of 8

and 3, and a girl of 2. They all had a prominent

dropsical abdomen, and on suspicion of the coexis-

tence of worms to account fairly for it, they were

treated with mucuna and later with santonin, but

without success. Their miserable countenance was a

picture of ill-health ; anemia in different degrees was

manifest in all; abnormal heart. sounds, and the

humming of the jugulars was very clear in the older

boy and the girl ; there was also palpitation, dys-

pnoea, &c.

The girl was too far gone, and was treated by pal-

liative means; a persistent diarrhoea, occasional

vomiting, anorexia, and a gradual sinking soon took

her to the grave—a brother had died some time pre-

viously, having passed nearly the same series of

symptoms.

In regard to the boys, they were purged for a

few days
;
though they all had been repeatedly
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purged and vomited before I saw them. I prescribed

then a lacteal regime, and as much meat as they

could eat, and also a severe corporeal chastisement if

seen near the spot they usually frequented for their

favorite mess ; but this like all the other physical,

moral, and even medicinal means would have been

fruitless had I not, a stranger to them, intimidated

them with horrible things if they did not obey.

At the end of a week the amelioration was per-

ceptible, and they continued to improve.

However, the tenacity to their habit—which is

proverbial in such patients, and of which I could

convince myself by having seen the little girl crawl

out of a low bed when in the last stages almost, to

reach a lump of earth—requires for its thorough

eradication a strict character on the part of parents,

and an abundance of food as a prophylactic, and
these two requirements are not be had in this case,

so I fear they will continue in their practice.

P. Cantero, M. D.

Trinidad de Cuba.

A Mistake in Diagnosis.

Eds. Med. and Surg. Reporter :

July 1st. 1869. I was requested to, see a little boy

of H. Fisher's in the neighboring village of Hunts-

ville. On entering the house, and seeing the

little fellow lying on a pallet, I remarked to the

mother that she had a sick boy. " No," said she,

" he is not sick ; but I want you to examine him
and see what is the matter." I then uncovered and
examined him and found it to be a case of paraphy-

mosis. I learned that it had been of three or four

days' standing. The prepuce was retracted behind

the glans forming a double swelling, as usual in such

cases, with the edge of the prepuce deeply buried be-

tween. The glans was very much enlarged, in-

flamed and tender. Considerable effusion had taken

place, and I doubted very much whether I should be

able to restore the parts to their proper relations, with-

out an incision. However, I determined to make
the attempt. After gentle, continuous and persever-

ing manipulations for about fifteen minutes, I had
the satisfaction of returning the glans through the

stricture much to the little boy's gratification. I

then learned that Dr. D., a physio-medical practi-

tioner of the village, had been in attendance for three

days treating the case for erysipelas ofthepenisl

I know it is not given to all men, like Syden-
ham, to see and diagnosticate disease almost intui-

tively
;
yet for a case so patent as this—so simple

and easy of comprehension as it must have been

when Dr. D. first saw it—mistaken for erysipelas

of the penis is utterly inexcusable in any practitioner

of medicine and surgery. But for a man like Dr.

D., who holds himself up, and is held up by his

friends, to be some in his school of medicine and who
has been in practice for some years, to be guilty of

[Vol. xxi.
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such a blunder, argues an ignorance of the anatomy

and surgical diseases and accidents of the parts that

is deplorable and passing strange ; which indeed, 1
1

b

scarcely could have believed possible, had not the

parents assured me of the fact.

Ward Cook, M. D.

Pendleton, Intl., July 5, 1869.

Typhoid Fever.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter :

I find, in your journal of May 22d, in " Queries

and Replies," that one " Dr. R. H. M., of Tenn.," ! t

wishes to''know something in regard to the treatment
\

of Typhoid Fever.

And, as I have been very successful since I have
;

adopted the below-named course of treatment, I will

give it to him, and the public, and they can judge

for themselves of its merits.

Now, that I may " give a reason for the hope that

is within me," I hope that you will indulge me
whilst I say something of the nature of Typhoid

Fever, as I look upon it.

In Good's Nosology, Typhoid Fever is placed in

Class 3d, Order 1st, Genus 4th, and, as such, has

been written upon by the leading pathologists of the 1

present and past times. I would place it, according

to his Nosology, in Class 4, Order 2, in which order,

he says, belong those " diseases affecting the sensa-

tions or perceptions."

Consider, for a moment, the characteristic mani-

festations of this disease : weariness, lassitude, cramp-

ing pains, giddiness, the dry neck, the trembling

tongue, the peculiar fitful pulse, the fitful alternations

of heat and cold, and subsequently the flashes of

fiery heat, the delirium, subsultus tendinum, and

even the red tongue, the irritable bowels, and the

rose-colored eruption, clearly indicate, to my mind,

that it is essentially a Nervous Fever. For the be-

fore-named symptoms unmistakably indicate that the

cause of this disease affects, primarily, the great

nervous centres of organic life.

The red tongue and intestinal irritation have

claimed the attention of others, and they, taking

these symptoms as indicating the seat of the disease

to be, primarily, in the stomach and bowels, have

named it " enteric fever," or gastro-enteritis.

Now for my Therapeutics

:

When called to a typhoid patient, I first endeavor

to remove all complications, as far as practicable ; a

mild purgative, if constipation is present (castor oil

is good). Quinine, if malaria-effects are unmistak-

ably present, etc., etc.

But ere much time is frittered away in removing -

complications, we give the following

:

R. Givcerine, f^U*
Fl. Ext, Valerian, f.^iv.

Oil Sassafras, ^3U« J£.

S.—Give a teaspoonful every one or two hours

(according to severity of symptoms) through the

Coorrespondenae.
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\
day, sponging the patient's whole body at early bed-

) time with mild tepid soap-suds, rinsing off with

i

v milk-warm water.

For the relief of the pains along the spine, neck,

etc. , we use a liniment, made thus :

R. Chloroform, fgj.

Gum Camphor, gij. M.
Ft. Sol.

IS. Applied by wetting a small thin cloth, cover-

ing with the hand to prevent too rapid evaporation,

removing the cloth from place to place as often as it

f makes the skin almost hot enough to blister, until

' the pains are chased, as it were, entirely out of the

! patient's body and limbs. In no case do I have the

patient awakened out of a quiet sleep to give him

medicine ; and I very rarely find it necessary to give

any medicine, internally, through the night, keeping

: the sick room darkened and quiet as possible, that

he may sleep quietly.

As to dietetics, I generally recommend mutton

! broth in the low stages, and mutton itself as the pa-

tient's powers of assimilation become stronger, with

such farinaceous edibles as the patient may desire.

And if the patient desires it, I allow him to use dried

fruits, well cooked. I could .proceed to fill pages

after pages in giving you a resume of the treatment

instituted in this disease by other practitioners, but

it is useless to do so. But as I had not seen the

plan of treatment I pursue mentioned anywhere, I

have taken the time and trouble to intrude it upon

your notice, and if you see proper you may intrude

it upon the notice of the medical public.

Quinttjs C. Smith, M. D.

A Singular_Case of Transmission of Scarlatina
Anginosa to Varioloid Patients.

Editors Med. and Surg. Keporter :

For several months past, variola, of a sporadic

type, has existed in Minneapolis, and nearly rll of

the patients have been removed, as the disease made
its appearance, to the city pest-house.

About two months since a case occurred which

offers so singular a deviation from the ordinary

course of malignant contagious disease, that I am
induced to place it upon record.

Mary , set. 23, native of Ireland, servant in

a gentleman's family, who had never been vaccinated,

was taken ill with the usual symptoms of Variola

;

and, as she was known to have been exposed to the

disease, it was deemed advisable to remove her to

the Hospital. Owing to the fact that the building

had been recently purchased, and was not yet

properly divided into wards, it was found necessary

to place her in close proximity with two other

patients—one affected with Varioloid, and the other

with a mild type of Variola Discreta.

Upon the fourth day after her admission, the pe-

culiar eruption of Scarlatina made its appearance,

concomitant with the other symptoms of this dis-

ease well marked. She was at once removed to a

separate apartment, but it was found that the others

had contracted Scarlatina from her, while she re-

mained unaffected by the more powerful virus of

Variola. The rash made its appearance amongst

the pustules already formed on the bodies of the

Small Pox patients, thus exhibiting the singular

spectacle of two of the exanthemata appearing upon
the same person at the same time, and the less

powerful materies morbi conquering the stronger.

In due course of time, Mary left the Hospital,

cured of Scarlatina, and has not yet, a month later,

presented any symptoms whatever of Variola.

, M. D.
Minneaopolis, Mian.

News and Miscellany.

Meeting of Delegates of Medical Colleges.

Library Medical Department, 1

University of Louisville, >

May 27th. 1869. >

At a meeting of Delegates from Medical Colleges

for the purpose of considering the question of fees,

which was held this day, the following Colleges were

represented by delegate or letter, viz :

University of Nashville
;
Shelby Medical College,

Nashville ;
Memphis Medical College ; St. Louis

Medical College ; Humbolt Medical College of St.

Louis ; Rush Medical College of Chicago
;
Chicago

Medical College ; Indiana Medical College of In-

dianapolis; Miami Medical College of Cincinnati;

University of Louisville.

On motion, Dr. Bowling was elected Chairman,

and Dr. Bayless Secretary of the Meeting. After a

prolonged conference, the following preamble and

resolutions were adopted

:

"Whereas, The call for a Convention of Delegates from

the Medical Colleges of the West, for the purpose of ar-

ranging a uniform scale of fees, sent hy the Faculty of the

Medical Department of the University of Louisville to

the Colleges of Nashville, Memphis, Cincinnati, Colum-

bus, Cleveland, Detroit, Chicago, St; Louis, Indianapolis

and Louisville, has met with a cordial response in person

or hy letter from a majority of said Colleges ; and

Whereas, The fact that several of said Colleges have

issued their announcements for the ensuing sessions makes
definite action at present impossible, and

Whereas, The views and opinions of the various

schools as given by delegates and letters differ greatly,

therefore be it

Resolved, That it is the hope of this Convention that a
uniform scale of charges shall be adopted by all the Med-
ical Colleges of our country, and we do most earnestly

advise such a scale shall be agreed upon ; and it is our be-

lief that the glory and usefulness of our profession would
be enhanced by the adoption of the highest rate advised

by the American Medical Association.

Resolved, It is not less to be hoped that all the Medical
Colleges of our country would fix a higher standard of

preliminary and medical education as a pre-requisite for

graduation.

Resolved, That the Convention request all the Medical
Colleges in the United States to send each one delegate
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to a meeting to be held in "Washington, on Monday, May
2d, 1870, to take efficient steps towards carrying out in

good faith the reeoinmiiidations of the American Medi-
cal Association in reference to medical education, and
also to form a permanent association of American medi-

cal teachers.

Resolved, That a copy of these proceedings be sent to

all the medical journals in the country.

Wm. K. Bowling, Pres't.

Geo. W. Bayless, Sec'y.

Tile Food of a Human Being.—The fol-

lowing estimate of " what goes in at the mouth" of

an epicure, is startling, if true : From an article re-

cently published we extract the following estimate

of what a noted English epicure ate during the 70

years that he lived : 10 oxen, 200 sheep, 100 calves,

200 lambs, 50 pigs, 1,200 fowls, 300 turkeys, 150

geese, 400 ducks, 260 pigeons, 1,400 partridges and

quail, 600 woodcock, 1,400 snipe and other small

game, besides 500 hares and rabbits, 40 deer, 120

guinea fowls, 10 peacocks, and 260 wild fowls. In

fish, 100 turbots, 140 salmon, 220 cod, 260 trout, 400

mackerel, 400 flounders, 200 eels, 150 haddock, 400

herrings, and 10,000 smelts; also, 20 turtles, 30,-

000 oysters, 3,500 lobsters and crabs, 300,000 prawns,

shrimps, sardines, and anchovies. In fruits, 150

pounds grapes, 50 pineapples, 2,000 peaches, 1,400

apricots, 240 melons, and some hundred thousand

plums, green-gages, apples, and pears, and millions

of cherries, strawberries, currants, walnuts, chest-

nuts, figs, almonds, &c. In vegetation of other kinds,

25,575 pounds weight ; about 2,334 pounds of but-

ter; 684 pounds of cheese; 21,000 eggs; bread

14,000 pounds ; of salt and pepper, 1,000 pounds

;

of sugar, 4,500 pounds. In liquids, 49 hogsheads of

wine, 1,394 gallons of beer, 584 gallons of spirits,

5,394 gallons of coffee, cocoa, and tea, 1,364 gallons

of milk, and 2,736 gallons of water.

Pukgtjeika.—The oil known among the

Portuguese by this name has recently been sub-

jected to experiments by Bonis. It contains about

six per cent, of nitrogen, which, on distillation, is

evolved as ammonia. As it possesses some of the

properties of castor oil, and is obtained, like the lat-

ter, from a plant belonging to the spurge family

(euphorbiaceoe),he was led to distil it with an alkali,

and the result of saponification and distillation was

an inflammable complex liquid having an aromatic

odor. The portion passing off between 178 degrees

and 180 degrees C, has the same composition as

caprylic alcohol, which is found in castor oil. The
plant yielding Purgueira was described by Adamson,
more than a century ago, under the name of Curcas

purgam. It abounds in some portions of Africa and
in the Cape de Verde Islands.

Surgeon Phineas J\ Horwitz has been relieved

as Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery at

the Navy Department, by direction of the President.
Surgeon William Maxwell Wood, U. S. Navy, has
been appointed Chief of the Bureau, and will at once
enter upon the duties of the office.

s fry i<

[Notices inserted in this column gratis, any are solicited

from all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
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MARRIED.
Babbitt—Briggs. In Lebanon, N. H., April 6, by

Bev. A. C. Hardy, Lr. Darwin E. Babbitt, and Miss
Alma E. Briggs, of Lebanon.

Bingham—Cyphers. At Plymouth Church, Brooklyn

,

June 6, by the Bev. H. W. Beecher, Abial Mills Bingham,
of Brooklyn, and Miss Nina, daughter of the late Dr. B
C. Cyphers, Milledgville, Ga.

Chapman—Eustis. At Memorial Church, Springfield,
Mass., June 17, Dr. S. H. Chapman and Louise Eustis.

Davis—Aults. At Maple Hill, June 24, by Bev. T.
Beer, Samuel Z. Davis, M. D., and Miss Maze E. Aults,
both of Jeromeville, Ohio.

Daiy—Cooper. At Trinity Church, June 22nd, by
the Bev. John Scarborough, Bector, W. H. Daly M. D.,
of Pittsburgh, and Athalia, eldest daughter of James M.
Cooper, Esq., of Allegheny city.

Fisher—Miner. In Hudson, N. Y., a1 Christ Church,
May 12, by Bev. W. B. Johnson, Bector, C. Fisher, M. D.,
and Miss" Mary J. Miner, eldest daughter of the late

Edward Miner, of Hudson.

Hagy—Livingston. At the United States Legation in
Paris, June 8th, by L'Abbe Brunis, first vicaire of the
Church of St. Germain l'Auxerrois, Dr. Joseph Living-
ston Hagy, of Philadelphia, and Grace Livingston, only
daughter of Col. L. B. Livingston, of New York.

Pierson—Lane. At the residence of Dr. Lewis Lane,
at Tom's Biver, N. J., June 23, by Bev. W. W. Moffett,
Mr. Charles A. Pierson to Miss Withelmina Lane.

Sterrett—Little. On May 6th, in Carroll county,
Indiana, by the Bev. James T. Patterson, Joseph E.
Sterrett, M. D., and Miss Amanda S. Little, daughter of
Alexander Little, late of Cass county, Indiana.

Vandenbergh—Eltinge. At'New-Paltz, N. Y., June
24, by the Bev. Dr. Peltz, Dr. D. W. Vandenbergh of
Hion, N. Y., and Kate Eltinge, daughter of Edmund El-
tinge, Esq..

Wall—Phares. At the residence of the bride's father,
Newtonio, Miss., by Bev. P. S. Petty, Mr. Samuel D.
Wall and Miss Josie Y. Phares, second daughter of Dr.
D. L. Phares.

Weirick—Wilson. In Williamsport, Pa., June 22nd,
by the Bev. W. Simonton, assisted bv the Bev. W. Sterl-

ing, William H. Weirick, M. D., of Deep Water, Mo.,
and Miss Hattie N., youngest daughter of the late J. F.-

Wilson, Esq., of Hartletou, Pa.

White—Davenport. At Wilton, Fairfield county,
Conn., June 22, bv Bev. W. L. Bostwick, Dr. Charles B.
White, United States Army, and Mary A., eldest daugh-
ter of Judge George A. Davenport, of the above place.

Wallens—Jenness. At Woodstown, N. J., June 7,

by Bev. S. C. Dare, M. W. Wallens, M. D., and Lizzie

M., daughter of the late Mark Jenness, of Burlington,
N.J.

DIED.

Barnes.—In Bath, Pa., of Lymtomatic Tetanus, Harry
Barnes, only son of Dr. W. H. and Mrs. L. H. Seip, aged
1 year, 6 months and 2 days.

Campbell—At Belfast, Ireland, June 14th, Dr. H. F.
Campbell, late of Alleghany city, Pa., aged twenty-eight.

De Witt—On the 8th inst., in this city, J. Wilson, only
son of Dr. John W. and Fanny F. De Witt, age 5 months
and 15 days.

Glover—In New York, July 5th, Balph Glover, M. D.,
in the 72d year of his age.

Hartt—In New York, July 3d, LeBaron Botsford, son
of Dr. H. LeBaron and Jennie M. Hartt, aged 2 months
and 22 days.

Whittelsey—At Harlem, N. Y., on Saturdav, June
19, Henry N. Whittelsey, M. D., aged 47 years, late physi-
cian to Nursery Hospital and the House of Befuge, Ban-
dall's Island, New York.

Woodward—In Castleton, Yt, June 20th, J. D. Wood-
ward, M. D., aged 69 years.
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YESICO-VAGINAL FISTULA—OPERA-
TION BY NATHAN BOZEMAN, M. D.

Reported by M. J. Moses, M. D.,
of New York.

I was present by invitation of Dr. Nathan
Bozeman, at an operation performed by him
for the cure of vesico-vaginat fistula. The ope-

ration was done at the private ' institution of

Dr. Bozeman. and was witnessed by Profs.

Hamilton and McLean, and Drs. Sabine, Fin-

nell, and several other medical gentlemen.

I am desirous of using your columns for the

purpose of reporting this case, as typical, and
one wherein the peculiar adaptability of Dr.
B.'s appliances may be clearly shown. Dr.

B.'s speculum, which I saw for the first time

on the day of the operation, is constructed on
purely mechanical principles, and is perfectly

in harmony with the anatomy of the vagina
and bony pelvis. The alse of the instrument,

by a simple mechanical principle, adjust them-
selves to the flare of the rami ischise. The
relative adjustment is never lost, however
much the blades of the instrument may be ex-

tended, the screw being so arranged that the
vulva is put to distension exactly in propor-
tion to the superior portion of the vagina.
The intrument before introduction is a bi-

valve, and this fact renders its introduction
perfectly simple, as it occupies scarcely more
room than an ordinary anal speculum. The
posterior depending vaginal wall and theperi-

nseum are supported by a third blade, which
easily adjusts itself, as soon as the operator
introduces it into its place. Even without
this blade the speculum is per-se self-retain-
ing, but with the blade in position the pressure
exercised upon it by the posterior vaginal wall
and the perinseum fixes it perfectly,

i
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The subject of this report was a Mrs. F—y,
from Tompkins county, N. Y., and was admit-

ted to Dr. Bozeman's private institution on
the 13th day of April, 1869. Her case then
presented the following history : She was 35

years of age, had had eight labors, seven of
them very easy, but the eighth and last, occur-

ring about eighteen months prior to her re-

ception at the infirmary, had lasted three days,
and was finally terminated by craniotomy.

From this time she had lost all control over her
urine. Examination revealed a fistule, occu-

pying the whole bas-fond and trigone, and in-

volving the cervix uteri, by a split running
antero-posteriorly through the anterior and
posterior lips, extending into the posterior

cul-de-sac, and giving the cervix the appearance
of being quartered.

The fistule would admit readily the passage
of three fingers into the bladder, and had its

left border contracted and tucking the upper
margin under the lower, making it impossible

to get a good view of the upper edge of the
opening. This was remedied by a preliminary
operation, which consisted of a division of the
contracted border and the employment of
tents, which resulted in bringing both borders
on a plane, and entirely remedying the com-
plication.

May 26, 1869.—In the presence of the gen-
tlemen above named, the patient was placed
in the right angle position, and firmly secured
and supported by Dr. Bozeman's apparatus,
and the speculum introduced. The vagina
was an unusually capacious one, and clearly
demonstrated the value of the speculum. The
opening presented the appearance as above
described, complicated by the prolapse of the
superior fundus of the bladder, which puffed
through the fistule. The patient was now put
under the influence of ether, and the opera-
tion began. The process of paring was very
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much retarded by the presence of the superior

fundus of the bladder, necessitating the intro-

duction of large pieces of sponge into the cav-

ity of the viscus, intended to overcome this

condition, by giving support to the upper por-

tion of the bladder. The split portion of the

anterior lip was included in this process of

vivification, and at this stage of the operation

a good sized vessel was wounded, whereby the

manipulation was rendered difficult, the parts

bleeding profusely. The application of ice

and the pressure produced by sponges failed

to arrest the hemorrhage, and it became neces-

sary to use a more powerful styptic, in the

form of ferri sub. sulph., applied by means of

a sharpened stick, directly to the mouth of the

bleeding vessel. This arrested the bleeding

immediately, and the operation from this point

proceeded as usual. The vivification of the

edges being completed, Dr. B. proposed the

employment of seven sutures, which were in-

troduced, and Dr. Bozeman's button suture

apparatus prepared. On drawing the edges

together, their approximation directly trans-

verse in the vagina measured two inches, and

the button, which was 2h inches in diameter,

presented a convexity below, and concavity

above, being shaped like an arc of a circle.

Before closing and securing the fistule a male

flexible catheter was passed into the bladder

and the parts thoroughly cleansed. The su-

tures were then secured and.the patient placed

in her bed, being allowed to pass from under

the influence of the anaesthetic as soon as the

last suture was secured.

Through the kindness of Dr. Bozeman I

was permitted to follow up the subsequent

treatment of this case, the history of which I

hereto append in the form of a journal

:

May 26.—On being placed in bed opium was
administered in free doses, to control .the bow-
els.

27th, 28th, 29th, 30th and 31st.—Tenderness

over the region of the bladder, with some tym-

panitis. Continued opium.

June 1 st and 2d.—The urine contains depos-

its of mucus. Pain and tympanitis subsiding.

Continued opium.

June 3.—Removed button and sutures. The
fistules closed from angle to angle completely.

The urine to-day containing muco-purulent

matter, tinged with blood. Bladder injected

freely with warm water, twice daily, and dilu-

tent drinks ordered.

June 3d to 6th. Condition same. No escape

of urine per vaginam.

June 7.—Removed catheter. Union still

perfect.

June 7th to 12th.—Everything continued as

represented at last report. Urine still show-

ing deposits of muco-pus, and treatment of

diuretics and warm water injections being kept

up.

June 12.—Urine escapes from a point oppo-

site to where the styptic had been applied

during the operation of May 26th/ Dr. B. at-

tributes this leak and the whole train of cystic

symptoms to the use of this styptic. He be-

lieves the slough resulting from the applica-

tion of the iron acting as a foreign body was
contained within the approximated edges.

This had lit up the fires of inflammation, and
though the wound had healed on the vaginal

surface, yet it had, possibly by formation of an
abscess, opened a way to the bladder.

June 17.—Urine still escaping freely through

the opening, which is very small. The cystic

symptoms have entirely subsided since the

opening appeared. Applied argent, nit. to the

opening.

June 17 to termination.—From this time,

the catheter being introduced to prevent dis-

tension of the bladder, and by the cautious ap-

plication of argent, nit. to the opening, the

little leak gradually healed, and by the 20th

all escape of urine per vaginam had ceased,

and only one abnormal condition remained.

This was the inability to evacuate the bladder.

This was justly attributed to temporary par-

alysis of the muscular coat of the bladder, re-

sulting from the reflection of inflammation,

from its mucus lining. Mrs. F. was placed on

the tr. of mix vomica, in 10 drop doses, in-

creased to 20, which had the happy effect of

remedying her trouble. From this time noth-

ing occurred, and the case was discharged cured

on Tuesday, June 29th, just one month and

three days from the date of operation.

The progress of this case evidences the fact

that failure oftentimes results from the most

trivial accidents, and that for the thorough

cure of a case of visico-vaginal fistula, the

operator should not pass over the most paltry

of these accidents, as unworthy of great care

and attention.

Imperfectly performed operations have had

more to do with bad results in visico-vaginal

fistula than any other cause. This has some-

times been unavoidable from disadvantageous

surroundings, but now this cannot be offered

in extenuo, for I believe the numerous improve-

ments in the surgery of the vagina, places
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failure just within the limits of possibility. I

have never before witnessed the operation of

Br. Bozeman, nor the application of his button

suture, but having seen it must admit my
thorough conviction of its efficacy. Dr. B.'s

confining and supporting apparatus, his spec-

ulum, and button suture, fulfill every mechan-
ical need, and reduces the operation to such

simplicity that it can be undertaken without

assistance.

The above case recorded is one of a class

which often fails at the first operation by other

methods. I refer to very large fistules. The
button suture apparatus, acting as a splint,

operates in these as well as in the smallest

sized openings.

Dr. B. informs me that his statistics will

show a ratio of from 92 to 94 per cent, cured

;

this to include in the calculation the unfor-

tunate cases wherein surgical interference is

useless.

CASE OF BOTH AKMS TOR^T OFF BY
MACHINERY.

By W. J. Craigen, M. D.,

of Emporium, Pa.

About one o'clock, P. M., June 21st, Aaron
C

,
aged 7 years, passing out of a shower

of ram, entered a steam mill, sawing lumber.
He proceeded to an iron shaft, two inches in

diameter, two feet above the floor, which was
making two hundred and fifty revolutions per
minute. Laying his arms over the shaft as if

to swing upon it, his wet sleeve adhered to the
iron. He was instantly drawn to the shaft,

and hurled around by it with fearful rapidity.

After a dozen or more revolutions, his feet

striking the floor each time, both arms were
torn off near the body, and he was thrown,

perfectly nude, sixteen feet, against the edge
of stairs, striking and gashing his head.

The arms and clothing remained wound
around the. shaft, and were removed with diffi-

culty. The bones of the forearms were broken
in numerous places, and were curved around

the shaft.

Both humeri were splintered and broken off

two inches below the head. The muscles and
integument of the right arm were torn off in a
circular form, one inch above the point of

fracture. The muscles of the right arm pre-

sented a much greater laceration and uneven-
ness in the solution of their continuity. The
skin separated with a clean edge, crescentic

in form, high up on the top of the shoulder,

and over the dorsum of the scapulae, around

into the axillas, leaving what remained of the

deltoid muscle exposed.

Both biceps were severed quite evenly at

their thickest part, and lay down on the side

of the thorax.

When seen, about 5 P. M., he had reacted

from the shock, talked and answered readily

;

did not complain of pain, but said his arms

burned while removing the sheet in which he

was wrapped ; was disposed to sleep when not

conversing ; not much hemorrhage ; drank a

great deal of water.

The accident occurred four miles away in the

mountains, and as assistance was required, the

operation was postponed until eight o'clock.

The left fragment was disarticulated. Scarce-

ly sufficient tissue remained to cover the

glenoid cavity. The skin was readily drawn
together by sutures. The right stump had

sufficient covering to make external and in-

ternal flap, without disturbing the articulation.

Much trouble and delay occurred in finding

and ligating the axillary arteries, which sep-

arated above the mass of torn and lacerated

tissues.

While under the influence of the anaesthetic

(equal parts of chloroform and ether), there

was extreme pallor of the face, though the

breathing was regular.

He reacted after the operation for a few

minutes, called his mother, etc. ; but soon be-

gan to sink, and in half an hour was dead.

Whiskey was administered, and hot appli-

cations made to the extremities as soon as the

operation was finished.

Keeping Volatile Liquids.

Chemists and others know well the difficulty of

keeping very volatile liquids. Bottles ofether, for ex-

ample, are shipped for India, and when they arrive are

found to be more than halfempty. The chemist some-

times puts a bottle of benzole or bisulphide of car-

bon on his shelves, and when he next requires it he

finds the bottle empty and dry. The remedy with

exporters is a luting of melted sulphur, which is

difficult to apply and hard to remove. A new
cement, therefore, which is easily prepared and ap-

plied, and which is said to prevent tLe escape of the

most volatile liquids, will be useful information to

many. It is composed simply of very finely ground

litharge and concentrated glycerin, and is merely

painted around the cork or stopper. It quickly

dries, and becomes extremely hard, but can be easily

scraped off with a knife when it is necessary to open

the bottle.
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Medical Societies.

FRANKLIN CO. (PA.) MEDICAL SOCIETY.

A stated meeting of the Franklin Connty Medical

Society was held at Chambersburg on the 6th inst.

The attendance was small; but the proceedings were

harmonious and interesting.

The deaths of Dr. E. D. Rankin, of Greencastle,

and of Dr. J. S. King, of Mercersburg, having been
announced, the accompanying resolutions were re-

ported and adopted

:

Whereas, The ranks of our infant society have al-

ready been thinned by the fell destroyer, Death

:

Resolved, That, while -vre bow in humble submission to

the will of the Great Ruler of events, we deeply deplore

the demise of Dr. E. D. Rankin, of Greencastle, and Dr.

J. S. King, of Mercersburg, recognizing in them fully

qualified and honorable members of our profession, and
men who have endeared themselves to the communities

I in which they respectively resided by their many acts of

disinterested charity.

Resolved, That we tender our condolence to the bereaved

and greatly afflicted friends, and that a copy of these re-

solus ions, after having been entered upon our minutes,

be sent to the families of the deceased.

The Society, without a dissenting voice, passed the

following resolution

:

Resolved, That this Society approves the action of Dr.

I, N. Snively, one of its members, in calling the attention

of the Commonwealth to an alleged case of criminal

abortion occurring within the sphere of his practice ; that

by so doing he complied with the demands of the pro-

fession and of public morality ; and that it is the duty of

every member of this Society to exert himself in bring-

ing such henious crimes to the bar of justice.

Dr. Samuel G. Lane was requested to prepare an

essay to be read at the next stated meeting.

Adjourned to meet in Chambersburg, on first

Tuesday in January next, when an election for

officers will be held.

Editorial Department,

Periscope.

Tincture of Cantharides in Pyelitis.

Dr. Edward Mackey, Joint Professor of Ma-
teria Medica, in Queen's College, Birmingham,
has the following article in the. Brit. Med. Jour.

:

To Dr. Greenfield belongs the credit of having
first drawn attention to the above subject ; and his

Treatise on the Safe Internal Use of Cantharides,

published in London in 1706, contains some valua-

ble observations, now not generally known. In our

recent literature, good accounts of the disease may
be found in Prout (Diseases of the Stomach and
Urinary Organs, 3rd edit., p. 347) and in Roberts
(Renal Diseases, p. 383) ; but neither there nor in

any of a large number of authorities whom I have
considted do I find any notice of this remedy for it,

except in Stille (Materia Medica,3rd edit., vol. i, p.

381.)

The two following cases occurred to me some
years ago, but I delayed their publication, in the

hope of being able to support them by additional

facts ; but the disease is comparatively rare, and I

relate them now, in the hope that a more extended
trial may be given to the remedy, when the attention

of the general body of the profession is redirected to

it.

Case 1. Agnes H., aged 34 ; married early ; no
children

;
by profession a musician. About the age

of ten occurred the earliest symptoms she can re-

member, viz., smarting pain in the urethra, with
frequent calls to pass urine, and violent pain in the

right loin, darting downwards . After some days of

suffering, she recovered for the time, but felt the

same occasionally, though to no great extent, till the

year 1862, when, being engaged to sing at Bristol,

she caught cold. Then she had most severe smart-

ing at the fourchette
;
pain up the urethra, made in-

tense by the passage of urine, which became full of

pus ; and pain in the right loin. (Mr. Lang at-

tended her
;
and, in addition to other treatment, re-

moved from the meatus what seems to have been a

vascular tumour, which had been cauterised once

before.)

In the Bristol Hospital, under Dr. Fripp, she re-

mained for four months, and by the end of that

time was free from pain ; the urine was clear, but

she could not retain it longer than an hour.

At the end of the year 1862, she was in Leeds,

when the above symptoms returned
;
and, in the

course of the attack, she passed much dark blood

per urethram for about a week. Later on, she was
admitted into the Infirmary, when Mr. Teale

sounded her for stone, without finding any; and

she passed under the care of Dr. Hardwick, then of

Mr. Wheelhouse. In addition to the other symp-

toms, paraplegia came on, and continued for two or

three months. The part of her treatment that is

most impressed on her memory is the application of

three leeches to the fundament every other day for

some time. It was nearly twelve months before she

was able to return to her home in Birmingham

(1864.) Afterwards, she continued to suffer more

or less, and came under the care of a large number
of practitioners in this town.

In July 1865, I first saw her as a dispensary pa-

tient. Her symptoms had been much aggravated
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during the last few weeks ; and she lay in bed with

the knees drawn up. She had rigors at times, and

thirst; there was much mental depression. She

had constipation, but was able to take a fair amount

of food, and there was not much emaciation. The

menses were regular, always inducing aggravation

of the nephritic symptoms. Her greatest torment

was a constant call to micturition, occurring literally

every ten or fifteen minutes, day and night. She

had pain down the right leg, and often felt a dart-

ing pain along the course of the right ureter ; then a

sudden flow ; then a severe smarting, " as of an

ulcer at the neck of the bladder ;" then relief. Once

or twice every day, she had paroxysms of violent

pain, referred to the right [kidney and "passages."

A specimen of mine, taken from twenty-four hours

'

quantity of about two pints, was pale, slightly acid,

of specific gravity 1015, with a precipitate of pure

pus to the extent of two to four ounces. On some

days, there were passed numbers of soft whitish

rolls, narrow, about a quarter of an inch long.

She described them as " skins ;" and, under the mi-

croscope, they were found to consist of tessellated

or polygonal epithelium. There would be, at times,

much fulness of the renal region when these did not

pass ; and relief and subsidence of the fulness would

follow the excretion of ^ large quantity. As to her

treatment, she had already taken a great number of

remedies without much relief. I saw prescriptions

of iodide of potassium, copaiba, alkaline diuretics,

and anodynes in every shape. She found tempora-

ry ease from drinking infusion of althaea with

acacia, and from hot baths and poultices
;
but, after

inquiring into the effect of all the medicines she

could remember, I found that she attributed good

effects to a mixture containing one drop of tincture

of cantharides, to be taken three times in the day.

It had been prescribed for her by my predecessor and

friend, Mr. G. Elkington, at the suggestion of our

mutual friend, Dr. Dyce Brown ; but circumstances

had not permitted her to continue its use for more

than six weeks. I began it immediately in sugared

water ; but her pains wei e so intense, that I gave

her also chlorodyne once or twice a day (this she

had had for many months before.) She took a colo-

cynth and henbane pill once or twice in the week,

and continued the althaea and poultices, but had

nothing else as remedy. Soon I increased the dose

to two drops of the tincture, and so gradually to fif-

teen, which she took thrice daily, well diluted. At

the end of a fortnight, she was decidedly easier, and
lay often as much as twenty minutes without a call

to micturate. This frequency was the first symp-
tom to be relieved ; the discharge of pus continued,

and the pain was bad. In September, the bladder

was sounded, without detecting any stone.

We persevered with the use of tincture of cantha-

rides, in doses varying from two to twenty-five

minims, with occasional intermissions. After a

time I found that it agreed best when administered

with small closes of magnesia—the sulphate and

carbonate. She was able to omit her stronger pur-

gative
;
and, at the end of a few months, two and

a half grains of soap and opium pill, once a day, re-

placed her chlorodyne.

In the course of two months, she was able to go

down stairs ; but the urgency of her symptoms re-

turned whenever the remedy tuas omitted for a few
days. She herself had great confidence in its pow-

er to relieve her, and saw the necessity for perse-

verance in its use, which she continued for upwards
of two years, under my direction. Before the end

of that time, however, she was able, when wearing

an urinal, to do her work, and to make journeys

almost as long as before her illness. The dose which
she took at this time was often as much as forty

drops three times in the day ; and this without any

ill effects whatever.

In September, 1867, the urine was straw-coloured,

generally clear, though showing a deposit after extra

exertion. She could retain it for two hours, and
omit her remedy occasionally without any relapse.

No " skins" had been passed for a long time. She

seemed, in fact, fairly well, and took an engagement

to sing at Leicester ; this she accomplished success-

fully, and then started on her usual professional tour.

For ten months she was actively engaged, and only re-

quired her medicine (the prescription for which she

always carried with her, as a treasure,) for a week
or so, during a slight relapse which occurred at

Sheffield. In March, 1868, she carried through a

harrassing lawsuit in Manchester, and seemed none

the worst for it. In July, 1868, she was returning

to Birmingham, when the train left the metals, and

she was thrown violently backwards and forwards

in a second-class carriage, striking especially her

back. She felt «the concussion much. Yomiting

came on soon afterwards; and, next day, blood

passed with the urine in red streaks and in small

dark clots, and the urine was blood-red. She suf-

fered also from general symptoms of illness. Her
new medical attendants prescribed at first, at her re-

quest, her old remedy, but without relief, though

its use was continued for six weeks, The passing

of blood ceased at the end of the first week ; but

the urine continued to be scanty and offensive, and

with much stringy deposit, differing thus from its

condition when cantharides was useful to her. In

September it showed crystals of triple phosphate;

and her medicine was altered for the tincture of

perchloride of iron with dilute hydrochloric acid,

ten minims of each, but without benefit. She took

also an effervescent alkaline mixture to allay the

constant nausea. In November, she was seen by

Mr. S-— , her present medical attendant from the

dispensary ; and he informs me that she was then

unable to sit up even for a few minutes, but that

marked alleviation of the pain followed the use of

mild diuretics. She was able to move about again
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in the course of two or tliree weeks, and has grad-

ually improved up to a certain point. She took at

first the dilute acids with juniper ; then the acetate

of potash with juniper, in decoction of pareira; and

continued also her effervescent saline, and opiate

and aperient pills. In February, she began the

bitartrate of potash with scoparium. At present

(April,) she is able to go out a little, and can retain

mine for half an hour, sometimes for an hour. The
amount passed is about two pints in the twenty-

four hours; it is slightly acid, of specific gravity

1008, with much purulent ropy deposit, no blood.

The old " obstructive" pain, followed by passage of

" skins'' has occurred four times since the accident.

She now suffers more aching throbbing pain than

she formerly had over the left kidney and in the left

groin, and has also pain over the position of the

right ureter and in the " passages." This unfortu-

nate present condition does not invalidate the evi-

dence of relief afforded previously, but only sug-

gests that some alteration has taken place either in

the position of the calculi or in the kind of irrita-

tion existing ; and proves, what is perfectly rational,

that cantharides, though good in some forms of the

disease, is not in all. Good, perhaps, it may be, in

chronic irritation—not good in acute.

Case II. Jane E., aged 28, married, when a

child had pains in the back and right side. She re-

members that, at the age of sixteen, pus was noticed

in her urine ; and then she had frequent and painful

micturition. During such attacks, she had vomit-

ing, pain in the back, and general illness. In the in-

tervals, she was able to continue her work as a ser-

vant. Later, menstruation came on, and occurred

slightly every two or three months. At various

times, she came under the care of many medical

men, to some of whom the disease appeared to be

"rheumatism," to others " unknown ;" but both

Dr. Wade and Mr. Schofield considered that it was

"abscess of the kidney, probably from stone."

At the age of twenty-two, she married and had a

miscarriage, then a premature confinement, then two
living children. In January 1866, she had "inflam-

mation of the bowels," and had been failing rapidly

since. On September 5th, 1866, I saw her for the

first time. She was much emaciated ; her face was

sallow, and bore an expression of constant agony.

She had " nervous irritability," headache, vomiting,

and cough, (no special lung-sounds), numbness of

the right leg, and intense pain over the right kid-

ney, worse at times, when the urine was almost

suppressed. These paroxysms had come on lately,

at intervals of only a fortnight. The urine was
usually offensive, and contained much pus and

some blood. I ordered her, at first, bismuth and

magnesia, with a little morphia
;
quiet and nourish-

ment, and baths. When the stomach symptoms

were relieved, I added (September 15th) two minims

of tincture of cantharides to the mixture. On Oc-

tober 6th, she was
.
better, and increased her dose

to three minims, congratulating herself that her

bad attack had been deferred longer than usual. On
October 8th, howrever, it began "with intense prostra-

tion, pyrexia, and complete suppression of urine,

with frightful pain. I stopped the above remedies,

and gave opium with alkalies in effervescence,

enemata, and poultices. On October 11th, she was

exhausted, with sordes on the teeth, brown dry

tongue, glazed eye, almost dying, when urine began

to flow, and with it pus, and many curious lumps,

varyingfrom the size of a pea to that of a hazel-

nut, rolled up, soft, whitish outside, brown within,

much like toadstools. Many of the lumps contained

gritty matter and small dark irregular masses,

probably carbonate and phosphate of lime. On Oc-

tober 25th, she was able safely to resume three min-

ims of tincture of catharides thrice daily, in combi-

nation with quinine and a few minims of chlo-

rodyne
;
and, under this treatment, she recovered

more rapidly than usual. On November 10th, she

had been up ever since, attending to her house-

work. She had continued her last medicine, and

considered herself in better health than for many
years. She had still frequency of micturition, pain

over the kidney, and numbness of the legs, though

in less degree.

She remained under my care for a month or two
longer, without another bad attack. Then she was
obliged to remove to some distance, and I did not

see her alive again. I heard that she frequently ex-

pressed to her family her wish for more of the medi-

cine last mentioned.

She died in April
1
1867, in one of her attacks

;

and Mr. Schofield who made an examination of the

body, kindly invited me to be present. The or-

dinary results of former peritonitis were observe-

able. The left kidney was atrophied, and was little

else than a sac containing apultaceous mass of pus

and mineral matter. The right kidney was larger,

and contained several calculi of phosphate and car-

bonate of lime, possibly of oxalate. The meters

were completely obstructed.

In estimating the value of cantharides in these

two cases, I do not omit consideration of the possi-

bly good effects of other medicines taken during part

or all of the same period—magnesia in the first

case, chlorodyne, (containing morphia, cannabis,

and capsicum) in both
;
only, f. woidd record that ob

servation convinced me that tincture of cantharides

was the principal, if not the only, agent which gave

marked relief to the renal symptoms at certain pe-

riods of their progress.

Ligature of the Innominate Artery.

Dr. Andrew W. Smyth, House Surgeon, Char-

ity Hospital, New Orleans, gives the following ac-

count of an operation performed, in No. 66 of the

N. O. Jour, of Med. :
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The subject of the operation, William Banks,

aged 32 years, was admitted into the Charity Hospi-

tal on the 9th of May, 1864, suffering from aneurism
' of the right subclavian artery

.

The tumor, situated in the posterior inferior tri-

angle of the neck, had reached the size of a small

orange, and was four months in forming. The pa-

tient believed that the tumor originated from a strain

which his arm received in the month of February, as

shortly after that time it made its appearance.

On the 15th of May, assisted by Dr. D. L. Rogers,

of ISew York, Drs. Holliday and Boyer of this city,

and Surgeons Bacon and Orten, of the United

States Army, I placed a ligature on the innominate

artery, a quarter of an inch below its bifurcation,

and another on the carotid, an inch above its origin.

Immediately after the operation, the temperature of

the arm became increased, and, except slight fever,

no other disturbance was noticed.

In forty-eight hours a very slight pulsation was
discovered in the arteries at the wrist.

On the 28th of May, the ligature came away from

the carotid artery, and on the 29th, fourteen days

from the time of operating, a severe haemorrhage

occurred, causing syncope, and ceasing of its own
accord ; about sixteen ounces of blood was supposed

to have been lost.

Slight haemorrhage took place on the two follow-

ing days, and, on the 1st of June, I filled the wound
with fine shot, thinking that the pressure of the

shot on the artery would aid in effecting its occlu-

sion, and at the same time arrest the haemorrhage.

On the same day, after the introduction of the

shot, the ligature came away, by slight pulling, from

the innominate artery.

On the 17th of June a portion of the shot were

taken out, when haemorrhage returned a few hours

after, and the shot were immediately replaced.

Slight bleeding, however, occurred at intervals of

' two and fifteen days, and on the night of July 5th,

a terrific haemorrhage took place, exceeding in quan-

! tity the first on the 29th of May. The bleeding

ceased, as in the first instance, from syncope.

Believing the haemorrhage to come from the distal

side of the ligature, and from the subclavian artery,

the carotid having been tied, I determined on July

8th to ligature the right vertebral artery, this being

the principal branch carrying a retrograde current

into the subclavian.

As the operation of ligating the vertebral artery is

one of some difficulty, I will give the ?xact procedure

from my original report.

The head of the patient being thrown back and

slightly turned to the left, an incision, two inches in

length, was made along the posterior border of the

sterno-mastoid muscle, commencing at the point

where the external jugular vein crosses this muscle,

and terminating a clavicle, the edge of the muscle

being exposed and drawn to the inner side, the

prominent anterior tubercle of the transverse process

ofthe sixth cervical vertebra was readily felt and taken

for a guide. Immediately below this, and in a ver-

tical line with it, lies the artery. A layer of fascia

was now divided, some loose cellular tissue with

lymphatics, and the ascending cervical artery, were

pulled to the inner side, and a separation was made
between the scalenus anticus andlongus colli muscles

just below their insertion in the tubercle, when the

artery and vein became visible ; the latter was drawn
to the outer side (this is important), and the needle

passed around the former from without inwards.

On the morning of July 9th, thirty-eight days after

their insertion, all the shot were removed with a pair

of dressing forceps from the first wound ; the shot

were found to weigh two and a half ounces.

A marked decrease in the circulation of the arm
was now apparent, the slight pulsation at the wrist

disappearing ; coldness and oedema supervened, and

the brachial artery become occluded, feeling corded

throughout its whole extent. I felt somewhat

alarmed for the safety of the limb, but in a few days

these unfavorable symptoms began to subside.

No further haemorrhage took place after the sec-

ond operation. The ligature came away on the

tenth day, and the wounds soon healed. On the

15th of September, the patient felt entirely well,

with the exception of weakness in his right arm, the

use of which he was rapidly regaining. The aneu-

rismal sac had almost disappeared.

At the present time, May 15th, 18G9, five years

from the date of the operation, the patient is enjoy-

ing the best of health, having gained nearly twenty

pounds in weight during the last two years.* He
has the full use of the right hand, although the arm
is not quite so muscular as the left, and in everyway
the cure is complete and perfect.

At the time of writing the original report, Septem-

ber 15th, 1864,1 was of opinion that secondary haem-

orrhage would be prevented in future operations by

ligation of the vertebral artery at the same time as

that of the innominate and carotid arteries. In

this, however, I was, without doubt, mistaken.

In May, 1866, Dr. M. M. Dowler, of this city, in

the first number of the New Orleans Medical lie-

cord, published a report on the present condition of

William Banks. He had been seen by Dr. Dowler,

a few days before coining to the hospital, and, know-

ing the result of the previous operations for the cure

of subclavian aneurism, the Doctor became inter-

ested on learning that at last, and on a patient that

he happened to know, the innominate artery had

been successfully tied.

To this circumstance I am indebted for a highly

complimentary letter from Dr. Dowler, which is

published with the report, congratulating me on the

* On May 6th, 1869, the patient was exhibited before

the American Medical Association, at its annual meeting
in New Orleans.
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success of the operation. In this letter the following

observation is made : " The success of your opera-

tion was clearly ovdng to your happy resolution in

relation to tying the vertebral artery. But it appears

to me, in reflecting on your case, that there is, cou-

pled with this, another element to be accredited to

your success ; and that is, your having tied it at the

time you did, rather than at the time of the first

operation."

I am convinced now that the interval between
the operations was an important element in the suc-

cess, and I am free to acknowledge that I was not

the first to perceive it. I still think, however, that

the interval between the operations need not be

longer than the time required for the separation of

the ligature from the innominate artery, say fifteen

days, and, with care, compression would prevent a

fatal haemorrhage for at least this period.

I mentioned in my original report that the com-
mon carotid artery was found occluded after ligation

of the innominate. This is reported in several of

the fatal cases, and that I believed this occlusion re-

sulted from the stronger retrograde current in the

vertebral opposing that from the carotid, for these

currents oppose each other in the subclavian when
carrying on the retrograde circulation. If the anas-

tomosis of the common carotid is not sufficient to

carry a retrograde current into the subclavian after

ligature of the innominate, it is highly probable that

other communicating branches of the subclavian

also fail to do so, and for the same reason.

It is a mistake to suppose that all the branches

communicating with the distal end of a ligated ar-

tery enlarge and carry on a retrograde circulation.

The retrograde currents through these branches, if

we examine their direction carefully, will be found
to oppose each other, ?nd the stronger, from a more
direct source, arrests the weaker current, and, not
being sufficient to reverse it, occlusion of the branches

carrying the weaker current, is the result. For this

reason, during the fifty-four days that intervened

between the two operations in the present case, the

current from the vertebral artery must have oc-

cluded, probably, all the other communicating
branches of the subclavian, and accounts for the

fact that the brachial artery became occluded after

the ligation of the vertebral. The axillary and sub-

clavian are, no doubt, also occluded, and impervious,

for no evidence of circulation through them is to be
found on examination at the present time.

The longer, therefore, that the principal commu-
nicating branch with the distal end of a ligated ar-

tery is allowed to carry on a retrograde current, the

more certain will all pressure of blood in the distal

artery be removed by the ligation of that branch,

and consequently the interval of time between the

operation becomes of very great importance.

The ligation of the principal communicating

branch with the distal end of a ligated artery, to ar-

rest secondary haemorrhage from it, is an entirely

new operation (the present instance of ligation of

the vertebral being, no doubt, the first), and it is

one of some value to general surgery.

Report on the treatment of Delirium Tremens

The British Medical Journal of July 3d, gives th(j

following interesting and important result of the

treatment of delirium tremens, in the hospitals o:

Great Britain

:

It is interesting to note in the following report

which gives a fair idea of the state of opinion in the

profession on the subject, the great change which has

taken place within the last few years in the treat

ment of delirium tremens. Instead of the heroic

doses of opium, which were almost as a matter o

course given in cases of this disease, opium is nov

used only by some physicians, and by them in com
paratively small doses ; the excessive treatment bji

alcohol has given way to more moderate measures

and now it is given up altogether, or stimulants are

administered in such small quantities, while judicij

ous nursing, except on rare occasions, has taken th^

place of the strait jacket. It is satisfactory to fine

that all are agreed as to the great importance o

abundant nourishment of the best kind, and perfec

rest.

Charing CrossHospital.—Dr. Salter's treat

meet is sedative, pushed to extremity, aided by stim

ulants, and, above all things, feeding. The result/

which he has obtained have been uniformly such as!

in his opinion, leave nothing to be desired.

Middlesex Hospital.—Dr. Goodfellow i

not inclined, during the early part of the disease, t(

interfere greatly. His treatment is mainly expectan

and dietetic, abudance of nourishing food bein^1

allowed. Should the urgent symptoms, however

continue, subcutaneous injections of morphia, froir

a fourth a grain upwards, according to circumstances

are given ; and stimulants, spirits, or beer, as the case

may be. The following mixture Dr. Goodfellow
has found frequently of great service.

R. Quinse disulphatis, gr. ij.

Chloroformi, i^xx.
Tincturse cardamomi comp., gj.

To be taken in water every four or six hours.

If there be much febrile disturbance, a grain o

opium with a grain of colomel is prescribed.

Dr. Murchison" aelvocates no special rule, his|

mode of treatments depends upon the individua

character of the case. Generally speaking, however

he employes opium if there be no real affection, bui

if this be present he believes tincture of digitalis, hi

twenty or thirty minim eloses, offer considerable

advantages. He thinks stimulants in some cases

useful, but he by no means employs them in all cases!

Nourishing food and quiet are, however, invaribl}

necessary.
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St. Bartholomew's Hospital.—Dr. Farre
1 always takes care to get the bowels open at first*

• He then gives opium
;

or, if the pupils have any dis-

position to contract, opium and antimony several

time a day. If sleep be not induced by this means
he uses cold affusion to the head. Wine or beer is

allowed, if the pulse be low, or the skin perspiring.

^ He has given half-ounce doses of digitalis in several

' cases without injury, but without marked benefit.

St. Thomas's Hospital.—Dr. Peacock has been

lately employing bromide of ammonium in delirium

tremens with very good results.

Westminister Hospital.—The plan of treat-

' ment which, as a rule, Dr. Fincham adopts, is as

,
follows. He cuts of at once all alcoholic stiumlants,

1

and administers directly abundance of easily digested
J

and nourising food

—

e. g., three pints of strong beef-
1

tea, and one of arrow-root and milk, given in divided
5

quantities every two hours, as in a case of fever. If,

by giving one or two pints of porter in the day, he
'- can get food taken more readily, Dr. Fincham
1 allows that quantity. As soon as possible, he urges
1

the patient to take solid food, in the shape of meat,
I given as regular meals, with porter

;
continuing, at

II the same time, beef-tea, etc., in less quantity. Dr.
" Fincham gives no opium. If, at the commence-

ment oftreatment, the patient seems much exhausted,

he gives ammonia
;
but, as a rule, prefers to give, as

li medicine, hydrochloric acid in some bitter infusion,

a in order to increase the appetite and assist digestion,

il If the patient have been drinking hard up to the

- time of his coming under treatment, Dr. I incham
has found, on several occasions, great and rapid

j
improvemeut take place after the action of a brisk

^purgative

—

e. g., calomel and colocynth, or a drop or

,ftwo of croton oil. This must, of course, be followed

by the due administration of nutritious food, etc.

—

;

Dr. Basham thinks that the treatment of delirium

£ tremens cannot be easily reduced to a plan, as each

;
:

ease must be regarded as a separate study. The effect

;

, of fermented stimulants on the nervous system, when

K
acting as a poison, although manifesting for the most

part a series of morbid phenomena common to all,

nevertheless require a marked modification of treat,

ment in different individuals. Thus total absence of

sleep, hallucinations more or less of one type, an

excitable restlesss manner, complete loss of appetite

or power to take or digest solid food, and very

lepraved alvine excretions, are the common typical

;

symptoms of that disorder of the nervous system

,,mown as delirium tremens. The great object of

, •emedial treatment is to allay or calm the excitable

3ut exhausted nervous force. Sleep and rest are the

joints aimed at. But sleep will not follow the use

,

>f anyone known agent. There are peculiarities,

3
whether of the nervous system itself in each indi-

;
idual, or of the relation of the nerve-force to the

,

f
i>ther functions of the organism, which must ever

hut out the idea of one remedy or one plan of

treatment being entirely effective. It has ever ap-

peared to Dr. Basham characterestic of a limited

experience, to expect or to hold out the hope that

any one special remedy will be universally applicable

in this disease. Opium, digitalis, antimony, have

their advocates
;
and, doubtless, occasional successful

results follow their use in particular cases. Of these,

opium perhaps has been most largely used—in many
cases with great advantage . It oftens quickly procures

sleep
;

and, with that result once obtained, the par-

oxysm may almost be pronounced to be at an end.

But it is only in a certain class of cases that opium

is thus immediately beneficial. Take a case of

delirium tremens accompanied by a good deal of

vascular meningeal excitement ; hallucinations of the

usual type ; hideous images ; mental aberation

;

irritable, excitable manner
;

nights without sleep

;

heat of scalp ; suffused conjunctivas, and pupils con-

tracted; a sharp, quick, hard pulse. Give such a

patient opium, and it will either poison him or bring

on a deep comatose condition of great hazard
;

or, i*

the quantity given does not act thus, it adds to the

excitement, and aggravates the system to a pitch

little short of those of arachnitis. Now if, with

proper discrimination, some ten, dozen, or eighteen

leeches has been applied to the scalp, followed by a

brisk calomel purge, and then a moderate dose of

opium, a grain or twenty minims of Battly, probably

a different and more favorable result will follow*

The chief aim in the treatment of delirium tremens

is to allay the present paroxysm and obtain sleep

;

and the best remedy to secure this can only be found

by a careful estimate of the idiosyncrasies of the

individual; and of the presence or absence of morbid

complications in other organs or functions beyond

those of the nervous system.

Netley Hospital.—The system on which Dr.

Maclean goes in the treatment of delirium tremens

is, first to secure perfect quiet and seclusion for the

patient, placing him under the care of careful and

trustworthy attendants, who are instructed to use

every means to calm and reassure the sufferer. The

dangerous practice of forcing sleep by opiates he

never under any circumstances follows ; nor does he

allow the blood of a patient already poisoned by all

cohol to be still further charged by the use of stimu-

lents. Instead of this, he insists on the administra-

tion of strong beef-tea at short intervals, to which

Cayenne pepper has been freely added. Without

the addition of pepper, the stomach will rarely retain

the nourishment. Food is absolutely necessary. A
man who has been drinking to [such an extent as to

bring on this formidable affection, has, nine times out

often, been eating little or nothing. Dr. Maclean is

a great advocate for a darkened room and careful

nursing by judicious male attendants. Women can-

not restrain patients who, in their terror at the im.

aginary objects of " horror" by which they are sur-

rounded, are apt to be violent. He regards with
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well founded disfavour the system of forcing sleep by-

large doses of morphia, and has seen more than one

person die with all the symptoms of narcotic poi-

soning, who were thus treated.

Insensibility to Pain.

In some remarks on the case of James Parks, a

recently deceased patient at the Taunton Lunatic

Hospital, Dr. T. W. Fisher says in the Boston

Med. & Surg. Journal : Probabiy no psychological

fact is capable of such complete and startling illus-

tration, as that of the endurance, or the loss of sense

of pain, under certain mental conditions. From
the time of Hipocrates, who first recorded insensi-

bility to pain as a symptom of insanity, to the present

medical literature contains frequent examples of it.

The attempt has even been made to show the exist-

ence of this symptom in the majority of cases of in-

sanity. It is a fact that such insensibility occurs in

some degree in most forms of insanity—and from

various causes, which it is important to analyze.

For instance, there may be actual paralysis of sen-

sation, a condition of true anaesthesia
;

or, on the

contrary, sensation may be perfect, and the seeming

insensibility be due to a careful repression of the

signs of pain for a specific purpose, as in some cases

of hysterical paralysis. Between these extremes

come various degrees of indifference to pain, the re-

sult of mental pre-occupation in some morbid train

of thought. There may also be the indifference of

frenzy, the current of emotion admitting of no inter-

ruption, and the indifference of stupidity and demen-
tia. The pain may be felt, but misinterpreted, by the

diseased mind, and referred to some fanciful source,

thereby being discredited.

In these and other ways, the exhibition of suffer-

ing among the insane is, to a large extent, prevented,

and the utmost watchfulness is required on the part

of medical attendants to discover the actual condi-

tion of parts and organs, of which, among the sane,

the sense of pain is such a valuable index. Painful

diseases, such as peritonitis and prostatic enlarge-,

ment, may run their course with few of the rational

signs. The pain from distention of the bladder often

fails to give rise to any signs of suffering referable to

that organ. Phthisis is quite uniformly a masked
disease among the insane, being unaccompanied

from the first to the last by pain, cough or sputa.

The above remarks do not admit of a sweeping ap-

plication, since many of the insane feel more acutely

than others.

The most common cause of actual anaesthesia is

general paralysis. In the early stages of this disease, be-

fore the loss of motion is very observable, it may be

well marked. It renders the patient regardless of ex-

posure to extreme cold, to burns, injuries and minor

surgical operations. If under the influence of delu-

sion at this time, self-mutilation may be deliberately

inflicted. Pulling out of the intestines, gouging out

a

the eyes, and sawing off the penis with a board, art: obi

a few of the eccentricities in which such patients maj p
indulge.

Anaesthesia may likewise exist in melancholia |tan

being shown by indifference to cold, to the discomj L
fort of lying naked on the floor, or of standing mo-:

Doc

tionless from morning to night. Melancholiacs ofce

resort to painful methods of suicide. Forbes Wins| m
low relates a case of experimental suicide, in which

1Dd

the patient tried various plans, up to the point of

unconsciousness, with the humane intention of re

commending the best to his fellow-sufferers ! Ir

dementia, the indifference to pain depends upon tlx

extent of the mental obscuration. In mania, thej
in(

condition bears less resemblance to anaesthesia ; oi

if it is of this nature, the state is transitory and flue-;
|e

tuating, according to the rate of cerebral currents

Motory activity, however, is not always a safe index

to the rate of psychical processes. The maniac may^e
be outwardly calm, and perhaps coherent, at the

moment when his mind is at its intensest point of ^
activity. In this state there is no room for the con- m
sciousness of pain, and the patient may disregard the! h
existence of severe injuries with a sang froid truly »

deceptive. I have seen such an one chew the burn-

ing ends of a card of matches with apparent relish.

This indifference to suffering is not, however

solely characteristic of insanity, since it is but an
scj (

exaggeration of conditions not regarded as altogether

abnormal. I need only mention the convulsionaries

of St. Medard, victims of one of those moral epidem-

ics in which religious ecstacy produces an abolition

of pain, with a wonderful exaltation of the power of-

endurance. The book of Martyrs furnishes many
examples of a similar kind. A like condition obtains

among the heathen and savages who use selt-torture

as a propitiatory exercise. There is a state of anaes-

thesia resulting from extreme peril, in some instances,

of which Dr. Livingstone's account of his sensa-

tions while in the jaws of a lion is an instance. But

war furnishes, on a large scale, the best examples of

endurance and disregard of suffering.

The emotions developed during a battle are various-

In a few constitutionally timid natures, they are of

the most distressing character. Fear is imprinted

on every feature, and every limb is a tell-tale. The

term demoralized is strictly and scientifically appli-

cable to such cases. In one instance under my own
observation, an attack of mania was induced. A
soldier, under unexpected fire for the first time, sud-

denly clubbed his musket and struck out furiously

among his comrades, yelling all the while as if in the 111

midst of the enemy. On being led out of the fight,

the delirium subsided, leaving a condition of stupor

which lasted several hours. He subsequently be-

came a good soldier. In the same fight a young|w

man became so exhilerated as to offer to stand guard

all night, on account of his sleeplessness, the rest of

the regiment being completely exhausted. He has

since died of apoplexy.
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I In the mass, the excitement does not exceed the

imits of self-control, but serves to keep each man up

m his duty, and makes all more or less careless of

•danger, and indifferent to ordinary wounds. This is

^specially the case if the fight goes well. For in-

stance, a soldier lies in an ambulance, with a bullet

'imong the bories of the tarsus, shouting, " Dig away,

'Doctor, and damn the pain ! we've licked 'em !" Or
l5

l delicate drummer boy, with a large flap of integu-

' ment torn from his knee, requiring tedious dressing
ljind many stitches, asks meanwhile for a pencil, to

"make notes in his diary of the occurrence ! On the

^ other hand, a fellow, with all the signs of cowardice,

^omes up with the_ right fore-finger shot off, and an
lJempty gun barrel. A self-inflicted wound is diagnosed,

Lind amputation at thejoint proceeds, amid contortions

"ind frantic exclamations of pain, while all around

lie the severely wounded, with scarce a groan among
',hem.

•' Such strong contrasts illustrate forcibly the influ-

ence of mental conditions upon sensibility to pain,

'ft is a common error to enlarge the sphere of con-

sciousness beyond its true limits. Consciousness
[md cerebral activity are by no means co-extensive,

^ot only do organic processes and automatic actions

(§© on unperceived, but unconscious trains of asso-

ciated thought occupy the mind largely, awake as

svell as asleep. A certain degree of intensity in a

hervous impulse seems necessary to a sense of con-

sciousness, though of the laws which govern this

"aaatter we know little, and have slight control. Ideas
Amd sensations rise into consciousness apparently at

uandom, when not evoked by a direct effort of the

j'ivill, or forced on the mind by their intensity. Pain

s a sensation which in ordinary states has an ele-

ment of intensity sufficient to excite the attention

powerfully, but in abnormal conditions the brain

neems under the absorbing control of centric agencies.

[ Whatever these agencies are, whether changes in the

Circulation, or the cell nutrition, or the nervous cur-

rents, the results resemble, to some extent, artificial
1i

^anaesthesia. Nature, however, more skillful than

nan, applies her anaesthetics so delicately as to pro-

duce more exact localizations of effect,

j

In the more permanent anaesthesia of insanity,

,we look for more visible and lasting changes of

^structure, such as atrophy of the nervous elements,

ibnormal growth of the connective tissue, or vari-

1

;osity of the capillaries.

Treatment of Pneumonia.

7
In the N. O. Journal of Medicine, Prof. Haw-

5

thorne has the following remarks on this subject :

I

No exclusive plan of treatment for pneumonia

,,vas pursued or recommended. Two cardinal

. K)ints were kept constantly in mind, viz.: 1. The
^atural history of the disease: (a) stages in its pro-

b press; (b) duration of attack
;

(c) strong tendency

m uncomplicated cases toward recovery. 2. Man-

ner of death : chiefly by asthenia. It was urged

that each patient was to be treated, and not his dis-

ease. Symptoms were closely watched, and every

source of disturbance or depression, as far as possi-

ble, guarded against, modified, or counteracted.

When, during the early stages, the inflammation,

however limited in extent, was intense (its intensity

judged by the amount of general disturbance, as the

frequency and force of the pulse, hurrying of respi-

ration, pain, cough, insomnia, etc, measures of a

sedative character, and consequently conservative of

the patient's strength, were adopted. Pain was
looked upon as an important element of depression,

and was relieved by dry cups over its seat, the ad-

ministration of anodynes, and the use of an oil silk

jacket covering the entire chest. Much value was
attached to this latter measure for its soothing and

gently sedative influence. Preventing evaporation

from the surface, as well as radiation, it supplies the

essentials of a poultice—warmth and moisture. It

is much preferable to a poultice, for the reason, es-

pecially, that it does not require, as does a poultice,

frequent removal, thus occasioning exposure of the

surface to sudden alterations of temperature. In

the chest complaints of young children, it answers

an admirable purpose. It is to be worn next the

skin, and is very easy of application. Sleep was
looked upon as essential, and if this did not come
spontaneously for several hours in every twenty-

four, it was secured by opiates. I am satisfied that

the indispensability of sleep, and the exhausting ef-

fects, in all diseases, of a lack of it, are overlooked

by many physicians. It is only during sleep—rest

—that repair of the nervous system gets in advance

of, or equals, waste, and when to the natural ex-

haustion of merely being awake

—

i. e., alive to im-

pression—is added the wear and tear from acute dis-

ease, failure of the vital powers, which have so di-

rect a dependence on the nervous system, neces-

sarily progresses with great rapidity. We all know
the unpleasant effects of the loss of a nights' rest

even in health, and though in many acute diseases

the patient, while under some unnatural influence

seems to get on well enough for awhile without sleep,

yet when that stimulant is withdrawn, as in the

sudden subsidence of a fever, prostration is often

extreme, and not infrequently fatal. A bad result

might often be guarded against by securing, at the

proper time, through artificial means, rest and recu-

peration of the nerves. Nothing can altogether

supply the place of rest to the system at large, and

insomia is a serious complication of any disease.

For the control of excessive vascular excitement,

sedatives, both arterial and nervous, were adminis-

tered. By opium the irritability of the nervous sys-

tem, on which so greatly depended the cardiac dis-

turbance, was diminished, and by an arterial seda-

tive (as tartar emetic, the one generally preferred,)

the heart's action was more directly controlled.
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This was regarded as very important, and tending in

a positive degree to protect the patient's strength.

Only such depressing agents should be used, how-

ever, as are easy of control , and the influence of

which can be readily limited, for it is never to be

forgotten that the tendency to death in pneumonia

is chiefly by exhaustion. The administration, then,

of sedatives in the earlier stages is not incompatible

with a belief in the value of, and frequently the

necessity for, a resort to stimulants and actively sup-

portive measures later in the same case. The indi-

cation for the use of stimulants was carefully sought

for in the condition of the patient. Nutritious diet,

unstimulating at the beginning, as arrow root, milk

and lime-water, and, later in the disease, beef tea,

etc., as the state of the patient seemed to demand,

was thought necessary throughout. But resort to

alcohol was had always with care. It is impossible

to specify the precise conditions which call for its

use, but, besides general evidences of failure, among
the most unmistakable is a lack of proper force in

the pulse, with or without increased frequency.

From the strong tendency in the practice of the

present day towards a " renewal of life " in every

disease, there ts no doubt that alcohol is rather in-

discriminately, and often injudiciously given. So

strongly has this "renewal" idea taken possession

of the medical mind, and so thoroughly does it im-

pregnate our teachings, that we are in much danger

of mistaking the better means of] carrying it out.

Students now-a-days very soon acquire the habit,

when asked what thay would do in any emergency

mentioned, of answering, " give good diet and stimu-

lants," or " stimulate the patient," supposing,

when in doubt, that the chances are vastly in favor

of such suggestion being approved. The adminis-

tration of alcohol requires as much discrimination as

that of any other medicine. Being an active, potent

substance, its capability of evil is great. A familiar-

ity with its habitual inbibition is apt to diminish

our respect for its power, and, because its effects are

not always palpably and immediately bad, we come
to regard it as an agent not likely to do any harm,

if it does no good. I have always urged its cautious

use with the sick. Many cases occur to the careful

practitioner, in which the call for it is extremely

questionable, and at such times it must be given as

we give other strong medicines, experimentally,

closely watching its effects. It cannot, with propri-

ety, not even with safety, be substituted for the

positive and natural nutritive substances. Its own
influence on nutrition is, very probably, almost ex-

clusively negative, and consists in taking, in part,

the place of the tissues in the process of oxidation.

It should, then, be given in diseases only as supple-

mentary and auxiliary to food, its value, in any par-

ticular case, being in proportion to the degree of
depression of the nutritive powers. I am in the

habit of withholding it altogether throughout many

cases of acute disease, and, when prescribing it at

all, doing so with the same circumspection that I

would give calomel, aconite, or vertrum viride.

The above is a sketch of the general plan which

both reason and experience seem to justify as best in

the treatment of pneumonia ; of course it is very

general, but it could not be made more definite

without the danger of originating misapprehensions.

Every one, in order to be trusted to practice medi-

cine at all, should have sufficient knowledge of the

nature of disease, and the action of remedies, to be

able to make modifications of treatment in any par-

ticular case. That system of medical writing and

teaching which consists in giving in order the

causes, symptoms, diagnosis, pathology, and. treat-

ment of the different diseases, all dove-tailing to-

gether with as certain a result as follows the multi-

plication of two by two, without making clear either

the connection between symptoms and pathology or

the distinct purpose for which each prescription is

given, fails in the chief purpose of instruction, viz.,

to assist one to become an intelligent and independ-

ent practitioner.

A matter of as great or more importance than the

giving of medicines to a pneumonia patient, is a

proper attention to the discharge of the different

functions, and the removal or prevention of all

sources of disturbance or discomfort. The bowels

should be emptied by enema when they do not

move once a day of themselves. Fluid should be

allowed, (cold water, if desired), and gentle diuretics

given, if necessary, to keep up the activity of the

kidneys. Noise should, if possible, be suppressed

;

conversation with the patient abstained from, and

light excluded, in a great measure, from the room.

While in the Confederate States Army I adopted,

with great benefit, the isolation of patients suffering

from pneumonia, and was accustomed to place

them in a dark, but well-ventilated apartment, kept

at a moderate temperature, and to require the nurse

to remove his shoes, (when he had any,) go as to

avoid noise.

I have said nothing of a plan of treatment of pneu-

monia still in vogue in most parts of this country,

that by calomel and opium, and the application of

blisters. I mention it now only to say that, in my
opinion, nothing but harm can come of it. I have

been often told that patients in the country districts

require it, however little we may find it necessary in

our "hospital subjects." In this there is, to me, a

great fallacy, and has just as much truth in it as that

the "type" of diseases has changed of late.

It is a notorious fact that, during the late war,

•regiments in our army which came from the coun-

try, and which were supposed, at the beginning, to

be so capable of endurance, were decimated by dis-

ease ; while those from the cities, made up of Irish-

men and other foreigners, picked up about the

Aevees, and taken from steamboats, back streets,
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etc., the very class from which our hospital patients

come, suffered infinitely less. The truth is, that, in

the South, the population is far from vigorous, and

this, in my estimation, is due, in a great degree, to

the lack of variety in diet. Salt meat and corn

^bread constitute the staple articles of food, many

going for months without fresh meat or vegetables.

Every one who has had anything to do with sick

negroes on plantations, will remember how readily

" the most muscular and fattest of them succumb to

acute diseases. The explanation seems obvious—

the lack of a proper variety in diet. Although vigor-

ous in appearance, their vitality is really feeble.

I must conclude, then, that calomel and opium are

at least as little required in country as in hospital

practice, and never forgetting that the tendency to

death in pneumonia is chiefly by asthenia, calomel

should be rejected. Whatever good might follow

the prescription should be attributed solely to the

conservative influence of the opium.

Blisters in pneumonia I regard as essentially bad.

They are incapable of arresting the inflammation,

and, after their first action, they cease to be counter-

irritants especially, become irritant to the system at

large, and, consequently, sources of depression.

Another and a stronger objection to them is, that we
cannot avail ourselves of their active counter-irritant

influence by frequent repetition. For my part, I

have rarely or never applied a blister without after-

wards regretting it. I prefer turpentine stupes or

mustard-plasters, when such agents are demanded.

We may avail ourselves of the good effects of these

as often as is requisite, while we avoid the bad.

It is extremely common in the South and South-

west to give large doses of quinine in pneumonia, as

well as in most other diseases, under the vague

fancy that everything is imbued with malarial poison.

This practice I frequently took occasion also to con-

demn. In the first place, all medicines are evils of

themselves, though sometimes indispensable ones;

and, in the next, quinine, in such doses as it is

usually given among us, is a powerful general seda-

tive. By it the stomach is disturbed ; the appetite

destroyed, digestion upset, the nervous system is

somewhat durably depressed, and the system at

large much debilitated. The habit of giving quinine

i is a very bad one. Without it there are many phy-

sicians who seem unable to make a prescription for

any disease whatever. When they don't know what

else to give—and in nine cases out of ten when it is

not necessary to give anything—they " give a little

quinine." No medicine should be ordered at any

time unless good ground exists for believing it indi-

cated, and the loose way of dealing out drugs which

is indulged in by many practitioners, is extremely

reprehensible. When quinine is required, give it,

"and at no other time.

Memorial to Faraday.
A public'meeting was held recently in the theatre

of the Royal Institution—His Royal Highness the

Prince of Wales in the Chair—to consider what
means should be taken to raise a monument to

Faraday. There was a large and very distinguished

attendance, including, amongst others, M. Dumas,
(who last week received the Faraday Medal of the

Chemical Society,) Sir John Lubbock, Mr. Graham,
General Sabine, Sir Henry Holland, Dr. Lyon Play-

fair, M. P., Sir Benjamin Brodie, Dr. Bence Jones,

Professor Owen, Professor Miller, Mr. Caesar Haw-
kins, and Professor Frankland. His Royal High-

ness expressed the pleasure he felt in presiding

over such a meeting. He referred to the unsuccess-

attempt made to get Government to erect a national

monument to Faraday, and the circumstances which
led to the present meeting. Three resolutions were

proposed and unanimously carried : That a public

memorial be provided ; that a committee be elected

to take measures for the provision of the said public

memorial (the names ofthe members of committee,

most of them presidents of learned societies, were
mentioned in the resolution ;) and that a subscrip-

tion, not exceeding five guineas in amount from any
one person, be made. We trust that the rumour is

incorrect, that poor Faraday's memorial is to take

the shape of a statue, and be stuck in some dingy

corner in St. Paul's Cathedral. We should have

thought that such a barbarous mode of treating a

man like Faraday would have found little favour

among scientific men.

—

Brit. Med. Jour.

An Act of Self-Sacrifice.

The hnparziale of the 16th ult. writes as follows :

On May 31, died at Turin the Surgeon Panizza,

victim of a generous act which would have deserved

a better fate. Being present at the fall of a house

of five stories, and perceiving that a female infant

had not been removed, he rushed to save her,

taking no care for himself. In a few moments, how-

ever, there was a violent crash, and the generous

Panizza remained a victim under the ruins, from

which he in vain endeavoured to rescue the child.

Twenty-six hours elapsed before his body could be

removed. It was found embracing that of the

child for whom he had sacrificed his life. His fel-

low-citizens and professional colleagues in Turin

have undertaken to provide for his family, and to

transmit his name to posterity in a manner worthy

of so great an act of self-sacrifice.

Dr. Ebenezer Woodward, of Quincy,
Mass., has bequeathed almost the whole of his large

estate to found a Female Institute in Quincy for the

education of girls born in that town.

The Trustees of Girard College having de-

cided to supply that Institution with earth closets,

the City Council of Philadelphia have appropriated

for the purpose $2,500 from the income of the Girard
estate.
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Notes and Comments.

THERAPEUTICAL BULLETIN".*
Compiled by Geo. H. Napheys,M. D.

No. 20.

This column will contain each week a collection of the

Recipes, remarkable for their novelty and elegance, now
in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by
them in recent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics,

and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly publishep
monographs and systematic treatises, and in the current

medical periodicals of this country and Europe. It will

include formulae for hypodermic injections, for inhala-

tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments,
lotions, collyria, etc,, etc.

This selection will be such that each prescription will

commend itself, both by its intrinsic merits, and by the

authority of the name of the physician by whom origi-

nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest

and best approved therapeutical expressions of the pro-

fession—to arlord a periscope of the remedial measures re-

sorted to by eminent living physicians.

It is proposed, hereafter, to classify these formulae, and
issue them in book form

Treatment of Chorea.

J. M. Da Costa, M. D.

176. R. Zinci valerianates, gr. ij.

Cinchonise sulphatis, gr. j.

For one pill, ter die.

Frequently a partial loss of power in children co-

incides with the setting in of chorea—a sign of de-

bility of the nervous centres, particularly of the

spinal cord, and to he treated by antispasmodics

conjoined with tonics, as in the above recipe.

177. R. Cupri ammoniati, gr.

In pill, ter die, to be gradually increased to gr. j.

178. R. Ext. ciniicifugse fluidi, gtt. xx.

For one dose, three times a day.

Thomas King Chambers, M. D., etc., London.

179. R. Liq. potassse arsenitis, v.

Ter die, to be increased to "nj>. xvj. Also cod

liver oil and iron, if indicated by the general con-

dition.

Injudicious management of patients afflicted with

chorea frequently protracts the case. One of the

most common|forms of injudicious management is

the fixing of the patients' attention upon their in-

firmity, by telling them how bad they are, offering

unnecessary help, etc. They should be encouraged

to make every exertion to direct the movements of

their limbs ; as by slow walking to music, carrying

trays and crockery, and other things that demand
care. In order that their attention may be with-

drawn from their deficiencies, looking glasses and

the distressing sight of other choreics shcfuld be

avoided. They should be got away^from home as

soon as possible. Sent under the care of a judi-

cious person to the sea-side, or anywhere else for an

excuse, children often recover rapidly, whereas had

* Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year
1869, by Geo. H. Napheys, M. D., in the Clerk's office of
the District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylva-
nia.
N. B.—This copyright is not intended to prevent medi-

cal journals publishing these articles, but only their being
issued in book form.

they remained at home, they would have continually

relapsed.

Thomas Hileier, M. D., Lond., F. K. C. P., etc.

180. R. Liq. potassse arsenitis, ij.

Potassse bicarbonatis, gi\ iij.

Potasii iodidi, gr. ij.

Aquae camphorse, f.iss. M.
For one dose, ter die, to children aged five, for ag-

gravated chorea, attended with severe pains in the

limbs, and rheumatic periosteal swellings. Arsenic

in full doses is a valuable remedy in a fair propor-

tion of cases, but in some instances it entirely fails.

Iodide of potassium is useful when the patient is

subject to chronic rheumatism.

Occasionally purgatives and tonics, especially iron,

are attended with much success. Strychnia, so

highly recommended by Trousseau, seems, to our

author, to be highly injurious in the acuter stages of

the disease ; in the more chronic form, and where

there is a tendency to paralysis, it is of service.

Iron and strychnia may be combined thus

:

181 R. Strychnise, gr. 1-32.

Vini ferri, f.gij. M.

For one dose, ter die, to a child ten years of age.

Narcotics such as opium, belladonna, cannabis

indica, or conium, are of little or no use. Antispas-

modics, such as valerian, and assafcetidse, are also

useless.

Our author has seen good results from the em-
ployment of baths of sulphuret of potassium.

182. R. Potassii sulphureti, ^iv.

Aquae, (90° F.) C. xxx.

For a bath, the patient to remain in it for an hour

daily.

Gymnastic exercises, shampooing, and passive

movements are of service. As many muscles as pos-

sible should be exercised, without fatiguing any of

them. Shower-baths are useful in the latter stages,

when the patient is not too timid, or too much ex-

cited by them.

Thomas Hawkes Tanner, M. D., F. L. S., etc.

183. R. Zinci phosphatis, gr. xx-xl.

Acidi phosphorici diluti,

Tincturae ferri chloridi, aa f.^jss.

Aquae menthae piperita}, q. s. ad fv|vj.

Two table-spoonfuls ter die. M.

The only plan to be followed, in treating chorea,

consists in regulating the bowels, subduing irritation,

and strengthening the system. For the first pur-

pose, calomel and jalap, or, when worms are sus-

pected, oil of turpentine may be employed. A com-

bination of tonics or anti-spasmodics, with purga-

tives, is often serviceable. The two great remedies

are the cold shower, or douche bath, and iron. The
former should be employed every morning, on the

patient's rising. Cod-liver oil is generally useful, ad-

ministered with tonics. Mental jexcitement should

be guarded against, and nutritious food and exercise

in the fresh air insisted upon.
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Savage Thought in Modern Civilization..

The Medical News copies the following from the

Medical Times and Gazette:

There have been few lectures of greater interest

this season than that delivered at the Royal Institu-

tion on Friday evening, April 25, by E. B. Taylor,

Esq. Two years ago he delivered a lecture on the

Early Mental Condition of Man : and dealing with
his subject from a different point of view, he now,
taking for granted a rude early condition, shows
how much of savage thought exists in our most
highly civilized societies. One of the most inter-

esting portions of the lecture dealt with the subject

of spiritualism, an offspring of animism. This doc-
trine, which is now being revived among us, he
shows to be universal among savage tribes. The
savage, in common with the spiritualists, believes

that physical efforts are brought about by spiritual

beings. He believes that his conjuror has special

means of corresponding with these spirits, which he
himself does not possess, just as a medium is looked

upon by his followers as their agent with the spirits.

The rope trick is an old and well-known one among
the North American Indians and natives of Siberia.

Table-turning was known 150 years ago in Central

Asia. The feat of rising in the air is familiar in

Buddhism and in the lives of the saints. Even rap-

ping as a means of communication with the spirit

world was reduced to a system, the same as now
prevails, in the middle ages. Spirit writing is prac-

ticed among the Chinese as in London and New
York. In short, a medium is a relic of barbarism,

the introduction into our nineteenth century culture

of the philosophy of the savage.

Another topic of interest handled by Mr. Taylor

was the subject of modern games of chance, as a

survival of the notion that the die was under the

guidance of a spiritual agency
;

lots, a direct means
of ascertaining the Divine will. Fortune-telling by
means of cards is not dead among us, and the most
religous people will not unfrequently seek guidance

by a chance opening of their Bible. Both belong to

the same order of thought. The notion of charm-
ing away a disease is somewhat similar. The
disease is looked upon as an entity—a spirit which
may be enticed to leave its quarters, and so release

the sufferer from his complaint. Toothache charm-

ers are not uncommon in different districts, and

worthy clergymen will sometimes believe in their

own power to heal diseases by the laying on of

hands. Many ceremonial acts, especially in religion,

take their origin in this animism. Symbolical puri-

fyings by fire and water are examples. These may
be thought to be hygienic, but they are probably

,

most common among nations which care least for

personal cleanliness. The Christian rite of baptism

partakes of this nature. The last subject discussed

by Mr. Taylor, was the associations with the east

and the west, the rising and the setting of the sun.

He shows that the position of our churches is as-

sociated, though remotely, with the worship of the
sun, whilst the position in which many nations bury
their dead is also influenced by the rising and setting

of the luminary. As Mr. Taylor remarked, illustra-

tions of the survival,of savage thought in our mod-
ern culture might be indefinitely multipled ; but the

above illustrations will suffice to show that this sur-

vival or revival is more frequent than we should

have believed.

Prophylaxis of Scarlet Fever and Measles.

Dr. J. C. Peteks makes this suggestion in the

N. Y. Medical Gazette:

It often becomes necessary or desirable to give

some remedy which is supposed or believed to be

preventive, or ameliorative of these diseases. Bella-

donna is unreliable in small doses and dangerous in

large quantities. Besides, its effects are so similar

to those of scarlet fever that the physician may be
plunged in doubt as to which is the effect of the

remedy, and which of the disease, when it has been
given antecedently, both long and frequently. I

have seen many children escape after great exposure

to scarlet fever without the use of any prophylactic,

or precautionary treatment ; and I have seen it oc-

cur in a malignant and fatal form after Belladon-

na had been given regularly for two or three weeks

before the occurrence of the attack. I now never

use Belladonna to prevent scarlet fever, but rely en-

tirely upon the sweet Spirits of Nitre. This is a mild

and safe remedy which can complicate the disease

in no possible way. It lessens the fever and rest-

lessness, and prevents the occurrence of disease of

the kidneys. As a diuretic it may eliminate the

poison so rapidly and completely, , that the system

cannot become affected, nor the disease reach its full

and fatal development. Comparative experiments

prove that it is more reliable than Belladonna, and

far more safe.

The Asylum for Idiots at Earlswood, England.

The British Medical Journal says :—The
first stone of an additional block of build-

ings in connexion with the Asylum for Idiots

at Earlswood was laid, in June, with the usual

ceremonies, in the presence of a very large concourse

of people, by His Royal Highness the Prince of

Wales, who was accompanied by the Princess.

Four hundred purses, each containing five guineas,

were laid on the stone as offerings for the benefit of

the institution ; and the Prince of Wales presented a

cheque for one hundred guineas. The new wing,

which is intended for the accommodation of three

hundred new inmates, will, it is estimated, cost

£12,000. A daily contemporary gives the following

numerical statement of the intellectual condition of

the inmates of the asylum.
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" Males.—Speaking : 64 can speak fairly ; 36

can speak indistinctly; 30 can make a few

sounds only; 16 do not speak at all. Read-

ing: 20 can read fairly; 20 can read by spell-

ing the words ; 16 know nearly all the letters ; 39

know a few letters; 51 know none of the letters.

Writing : 22 can write sentences in copybooks ; 20

can write easy words ; 21 can make a few letters
;

52 can make strokes and the letter O ; 31 scribble or

make no attempt. Arithmetic: 7 can do small

sums by themselves— 1 in fractions, 6 in the simple

rules ; 20 can add from blackboard, and count above

one hundred ; 20 can count above fifty ; 18 can

count above twenty-five ; 53 can county a little ; 28

not at all.

"Females.—Speaking: 48 speak fairly ; 34 speak

indistinctly ; 28 only make sounds ; 35 do not speak

at all. Writing : 13 write in copy-books ; 10 write

copies on slates ; 26 write letters on slates ; 54 form

strokes and O ; 42 have no idea whatever. Beading

:

15 read very fairly; 28 by spelling the words; 34

know some of the letters ; 67 know none of the let-

ters."

These results and other similar ones—which

would not have been nearly approached, had the

idiots been left to less care than that which has been

bestowed on them—have been produced by the un-

wearied labours of the officers of the asylum, among

whom the late superintendent, Dr. Langdon Down,
holds a most honourable place.

Artificial Coloration of the Electric Spark.

Mr. E. Becquerel has shown that the etec-

tric spark may be diversely and beautifully col-

ored by being made to pass through saline solu-

tions. If an electrical spark from an inductive ap

paratus be made to pass into the extremity of a

platinum wire suspended over the surface of the so-

lution of a salt, this spark will acquire special col-

oration according to the chemical composition of the

solution traversed. The saline solutions are best

concentrated and the platinum wire positive. The
experiment is readily performed in a glass tube.

Salts of strontia will color the spark red ; chlo-

ride of sodium yellow; chloride of copper blush

green, etc.

The light from these sparks, analyzed by the spec-

troscope, furnishes a method for the determination

of the nature of the salts contained in the solution.

Wanted—Good Water, and Plenty of It.

As an evident proof of the greatly advanced

desire to procure for domestic purposes good and

pure water, and a plentiful supply thereof; it is in-

teresting, says the Chemical News, to learn tbat

within the last five years the under-mentioned wells

have been bored, some of them at very great ex-

pense. At Antwerp, to a depth of 165 meters below

the surface ; at Ostend, 300 meters ; at Oeynhausen,

Prussia, 696 meters ; at Mondorff, Grand Duchy of

Luxemburg, 730 meters; at Passy, France, 624

meters ; at Rochefort, Charente Inferieure, France,

816 meters (this is the deepest bored well now ex-

isting in Europe). At Grissee, Soerabaya, Java, a

well has been bored to the depth of 549 metres

through hard rock. The deepest boring in Holland

has been carried to a depth of 182 metres below sea

level at Gorkum, at which depth in that locality, the

tertiary formation has been reached, but water only

of very indifferent quality ; with this exception, all

the above-named wells yield water in abundance,

and of great purity. As our younger readers may
wish to reduce the given depths to feet, for the pur-

pose of comparing them with the depth of some of

our own wells, we may remind them that the meter

is equal to 3-281 feet.

Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.

Substitute for Dover's Powder.
Eds. Med. and Surg-. Reporter :

For more than twenty-five years a bottle of Dover's

Powder has stood unused on my shelves ; not hav-

ing diminished aught in the time. Its extremely

nauseous and offensive taste, especially to the fas-

tidious and to children, led me to seek a substitute.

The sulphate of potash used in the combination, ap-

pears to have been taken to promote the minuter

division of the particles of the opium and ipecac, in

the process of trituration. Its medicinal qualities

are quite insignificant, insufficient to justify inflict-

ing it unnecessarily on the sick. At any rate its

offensiveness to my patients induced me to lay it

aside and to devise the substitute, which I have ever

since used, and which seems to answer equally well,

ever^ indication, and does not so offend. The cam-

phor modifies pleasantly its taste and its effective-

ness. It is as follows

:

MODIFED DIAPHORETIC.

R. Opii, pulv.; 3j.
Ipecac, pulv., ^ss.

Camphor, pulv., ^ij.

Saccharum, giv.

Mix thoroughly.

The foregoing has about a grain of opium in

eight grains of the powder. I often use sul. mor-

phia, in due proportion, instead. Omitting the

opiate altogether, where contraindicated by intoler-

ance or other cause, the residue combination, cam-

phor and ipecac, is a convenient diaphoretic, in six or

eight grain doses
;
pro re nata.

In regard to rejecting the ipecac altogether as sug-

gested by your correspondent H. H. in your num-
ber for July, the idea is quite new to myself, and
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after the long and extensive use, which has been

made of it as a diaphoretic in combination with

opium, by the whole profession, I should hesitate be-

fore coming to such a conclusion.

The formula substituted for Dover's Powder by

your correspondent, G. H. H., and termed by him

Dr. Brinsmade's Diaphoretic Powder, viz.

:

Morph. sul., gi.

Camphora,
Cret. prep.,

Saccharum aa. 3XX '

must be a good anodyne. The chalk strikes me as

being unnecessary, being added, doubtless, to pre-

vent concretion, and when mixed with water must

furnish a turbid precipitate, repulsive to the patient,

and requiring the nurse to poke it from the spoon

with her finger. Would not some soluble powder

be preferable, say, an increase of sugar ? I have

found, in my own experience, that if the ingredients,

opium, camphor and sugar, are thoroughly dried

when mixed, and kept well corked, they will not

trouble much by concreting.

A. Chapin, M. D.

Winchester, Mass.

Editors Med. & Surg. Reporter, Phila, Pa.

Gentlemen: I desire to add my mite as to the

use of Bromide of Potassium in Puerpural Convul-

sions.

I was called, Monday, January 18th, 1869, in con-

sultation with Drs. Dickson and Alexander, of

Canonsburg, to Mrs. W., a large, robust, plethoric

woman of 30 years, in the eighth month of her

first pregnancy, who had been seized, early the

same morning, immediately after w aking, with con-

vulsions.

Her physician, Dr. Dickson, did not reach her

until after the fourth spasm. He bled her profusely
;

gave large cathartics, with injections to unload the

primse vise, applied ice to the head, and counter irri-

tants, (sinapisms) to spine and extremities, elevation

of head, &c, without any abatement of spasms ; the

intervals varying from 15 minutes—the shortest—to

45 minutes—the longest.

She was partially conscious during the intervals,

but consciousness became less and less, until by

noon she was entirely unconscious and continued

so for 48 hours.

At the time of my arrival, 4 o'clock P. M., Drs.

Dickson and Alexander were about to bleed

again.

The veins in the arm were deep, and a sufficiently

large one could not be had to bleed largely, and we

therefore opened the temporal artery and bled until

a very decided impression was made upon the pulse,

still elevating the head and continuing ice to it.

We also endeavored to cut short, if possible, the

convulsion by causing her to inhale chloroform as

£ach one was about to commence, with some little

effect, as we were thus able, in one or two instances,

to partially arrest the spasm. The frequency con-

tinued about the same, from 15 minutes to 45 min-
utes intervals.

The os uteri was slightly dilated but rigid, and
we used gentle manipulation with fingers to encour-

age dilatation, relieving each other as the hand
of each became tired.

At this time she was unable to swallow. By 7

o'clock P. M., although spasms continued the same,

we found her able to swallow and commenced large

doses of Bromide of Potassium ; about fifty grains

every two hours.

After the first dose, she had a spasm in 20 minutes.

Intervals between this one and the next was one

hour and fifteen minutes; next interval one hour

and forty-five minutes ; next interval until the last

spasm, which was a light one, was two and a half

hours. After the third dose there was a complete

cessation of convulsions.

Continuing careful manipulation, the os slowly

dilated, so that by 5 o'clock A. M. we ventured upon
small doses of Ergot and full dilatation taking place,

deiivered her at 8 A. M., with forceps, of a still born

child, which seemed to have been dead for three

days.

I was informed afterwards by Dr. Dickson, that

she did not become completely conscious until Wed-
nesday afternoon, and that her convalescence from

that time was rapid and complete.

Thomas McKennan,
Washington, Pa., July 14, 1869.

News and Miscellany.

Popular Ignorance of the Proper

Welfare and Treatment of the Insane.—
The New York Medical Journal quotes from the

annual report of the 1ST. Y. State Lunatic Asylum,

the following remarks by the Superintendent, Dr.

John P. Gray : However complete in its appoint-

ments or thorough in its organization an institution

may be, or however conscientiously its affairs may

be administered, so great is the prejudice existing,

from false education and ignorance, respecting every-

thing that pertains to the true welfare and treatment

of the insane, that it is subject to constant criticism,

suspicion, and distrust. It may not, therefore, be

out of place to explain, by some illustrations, the

causes and sources of such a prejudice, so easily

explainable by any one whose official position has

given him the opportunity of observing the motives

and springs of human action under circumstances

that disclose them in almost every variety of aspect.

The public generally, and even the intelligent and

educated, constantly confound the modern hospital

with the ancient mad-house. It is no unusual thing,

even at this day, to be asked if the patient can be
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seen who are in the " cells," and if we are not obliged

to "chain the worst cases." We are not always

confident that our assurance, that cells and chains

have long since been abandoned as unnecessary

and cruel means of restraint, receives full credence.

The great majority who visit the asylum seem par-

ticularly to see those who are most insane. They

are not satisfied to see or be informed of the general

means of treatment,, but want to be shown " the

worst cases, the real raving crazy ones." They do

not seem to reflect that the patients are sick people,

or that if these unfortunates were their own fathers,

mothers, wives, husbands, brothers or sisters, they

would be very reluctant to make them objects of

common curiosity. When people are stricken in

their own households they for the first time realize

the importance of shielding their afflicted ones from

the idle gaze of the curious. Why should patients

not be as sacredly guarded in a hospital as in their

own houses ? Who would think of intruding upon

the privacy of families, when in affliction, uninvited

to see if the physician was discharging his duties, or

to listen to the cries or delirium of the sick ? Many

do not know, and others do not consider, that the

public exhibitoii to visitors indiscriminately, con-

stituted one of the most repulsive features of the old

system of treatment, and one of the most productive

causes of the very manifestations they are so anxious

to witness.

Such a course would not only be a return to

ancient usages, but one which would be in direct con-

flict with the healing aim which prescribes the

utmost rest and quietude. Even visits of friends,

though often pleasurable to the patient, are fre-

quently so exciting as to undo in an hour all that

has been accomplished for weeks or even months.

Nevertheless our motives for advising against the

visits of friends, to cases likely to be injured thereby

,

are constantly impugned, not only by those whose

best interest we are striving to promote, but by the

community at large. Undoubtedly one ofthe reasons

why the public are slow to yield their belief in the

use of chains, fetters, and cells, and in the existence

of constant maniacal ravings, arises from the fact

that, outside of the asylum the insane are often both

chained, manacled, beaten, and otherwise abused,

and sometimes suffered to go unfed and naked for

days.

In illustration of this point, we quote from another

portion .of Dr. Gkay's Report, the following state-

ment regarding the manner in which patients were

brought to the hospital : Out of the 322, the whole

number received during the year—Twenty-four

patients were brought in irons. In addition one had

his arm tied behind his back, his legs were bruised,

and one tooth knocked out. Another, with hands

mancled behind his back, had his arms tied with cords

and his feet with ropes, and had been without food for

two days. His hands and limbs were swollen, and

he was so weak that he was immediately placed in

bed, which he kept for some days. One, whose
wrists were badly cut by irons, had been chained to

the floor at home. Another, who was ironed hand

and foot, had his arms tied behind his back, and was
without shirt, shoes, or stockings. Another, who
was ironed, had his elbows pinioned and wrists

severely bruised and swollen. Three more, hand-

cuffed, were also pinioned; and another besides all this,

had his feet tied in a sack. One patient had inflicted

seventeen wounds upon his person with an axe.

Five of these were upon his head, and one had

penetrated the outer table of the skull, portions of

which were afterwards removed. He declared the
j

devil had possession of him, that he was held respon-

sible for the public debt, that all the real estate in

the country, his own included,' was held by the

government
;
again that the house and all the world

were on fire, when his cries of alarm and supplica-

tions for help aroused his neighborhood. He made
frequent attempts upon the lives of his wife and son

?

and most persistent eflorts to starve himself. When
brought to the asylum he was extremely feeble and

emaciated, and could make but slight resistance to

taking nourishment. Food was given cautiously

but regularly. He soon rallied, and in nine months

was discharged recovered. Another case of melan-

cholia, of six months' duration, was received, in

which the patient had, just before coming here, cut

off her left hand under the delusion that by this

means alone she could be saved. Her delusion also

extending to plucking out her right eye, but, owing

to watchfulness exercised, she was not able to carry

out her design. In seven months she recovered, and

then regretted she was not brought to the asylum

before she had thus maimed herself for life.

All this treatment, as a general thing, is from

ignorance and fear, and by no means the offspring

of indifference and wanton abuse. This element of

fear of the insane is so great, that often four or

five persons will accompany a patient to the asylum,

in addition to having him bound or fettered. The
insane person is often quick to recognize the fact that

he inspires this fear, which tends to make him more

unmanageable. A large proportion of these very

cases, when taken upon the ward and frankly told

they are insane, and that their conduct is evidence

of it, become quiet and manageable.

Olive Oil.—The two edible oils of this class,

known to trade are the superfine virgin oil, cold-

pressed and perfectly ifree from mixture, and the

ordinary oil, extracted by the application of heat

The great use of olive 'oil, particularly in Europe,

and its high price, have encouraged all sorts of

adulterations, among which we may mention the

mixture with it, of nut-oil, honey, go'ose-grease,

poppy-oil, oil of
t
sesamum

?
beech-oil, and oil of

araclinida.
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Prizes of the Academy of Sciences.

The following prizes were announced at the annual

1
public meeting of the Academy of Sciences in Paris,

'"as having been awarded for the year 1868 : Montyon
Prize for Statistics : Dr. Berigny of Versailles

;
very

honourable mention, Dr. Ebrard ; honourable men-

,
tion, M. Fayer, M. Charpillon, and M. Rambosson.

- Prizes in Medicine and Surgery : A prize of £100
to M. Villemin for his researches on the Inocula-

tion of Tubercle ; honourable mention, and £60, to

M. Foltz, for his Clinical and Experimental Study

of Capillary Embolism ; the same to Dr. Austin

Flint, for his Experimental Kesearches on a New
Function of the Liver ; and the same to M. Racibor-

ski, for his Treatise on Menstruation. MM.
Larcher, senior, Goubaux, Jaccoud, Grandry, Susini,

and Hayem, also received honourable mention ; and
the works of MM. Stelling, Onimus, Legras, and
Saint-Cyr, were referred to the Commission for

1869. Grants of £40 each were voted to M. Collin

and M. Grehaut, to aid them in continuing their

researches, the former on Trichina and Trichinosis,

the latter on Respiration in Man ; and £90 was voted

to M. Labordette of Lisieux, in aid of his observa-

tions on the use of the Laryngeal Speculum in the

Treatment of Asphyxia from Submersion. The
Breant Prize, for the discovery of the cure or of the

causes of Cholera, has been open fifteen years, and
the principal sum has amounted to £4,000, and the

interest to £200. No essay of sufficient merit for

the prize has been sent in; but the Academy
awarded, as encouragement, £100 to M. Lorain, for

his Studies in Clinical Medicine and Pathological

Physiology, and his Memoir of Cholera as observed

at the St. Antoine Hospital; £60 to Dr. Brebant,

for his Work on Epidemic Cholera considered as a

Personal Morbid Affection ; and £40 to M. Nicaise,

for the observations made by him in the places to

which he was sent on a Government mission in

1865-66. The Barbier Prize, for a valuable dis-

covery in surgery, medicine, pharmacy, or botany,

having a bearing on therapeutics, was divided be-

tween Dr. T. R. Fraser of Edinburgh, for his re-

searches on the Calabar Bean ; and M. Rabuteau,

for his researches on the Physiological Action of cer-

tain Metallic Compounds. The Godard Prize was

awarded to Professor Giambatista Ercolani of Bo-

logna, for his researches on the Glandular Organs
;

and Dr. Dieu, of the Hotel des Invalides, received

honourable mention for his Micrographical Studies.

—British Med. Journal.

Conviction and Suicide of an Abortionist.

Dr. John Day, of Battle Creek, Michigan, was
:ried and convicted, June 1st, of committing abor-

;ion on the person of Mrs. Graves, a married woman.
When he learned the verdict, he did not seem much
iejected, but that night he took morphia sufficient

;o destroy him, and was found dead in the morning.

Miscellany. 87

Bites of Insects.—It would be well, says

the Journal of Cutaneous Medicine, if we could

follow some of our tormentors of the the insect

world through their daily life and discover then-

loves and then- hates. Linnaeus informs us that the

seeds of the Absinthium maritimum are deadly to

the flea, and we have likewise heard that the odor

of the elder is equally obnoxious to other insects.

It said by the devotees of botany that on a hot

summer's day the cattle may be seen to cluster

round the elder for protection against the sting of

flies ; we have thought sometimes in our summer
rambles that the verdict of the wise man was un-

proven. We entertain, however, a strong belief that

the perfume of the chamomile is destructive of the

Acarus scabiei, and we use it accordingly in our

pomades for the treatment of scabies. Bazin was
wont to recommend for the same purpose an
unguentnm anthemidis ; and our Italian contempo-

rary, the Giornale Italiano delle Malattie della

Pelle reminds us that an infusion of chamomile-

flowers has been recommended as a wash to the

skin for the purpose of protection against gnats.

Gnats are said to shun the traitorous perfume ; and

if such be the case, it would be easy to convert the

essential oil of the anthemis into an agreeable lotion

like that of lavender-water or eau de cologne.

—

N. Y. Medical Journal.

Poisoning by Aniline Dyes.—A Mr.

Bengly, of Chicago, was recently badly poisoned by
wearing French stockings. The patient stated to

the physician that was first called that the disease

first appeared soon after wearing some new socks,

which were colored red on the sides and bottom of

the feet. The parts affected corresponded so pre-

cisely with the red parts of the socks, that the

doctor concluded that there must have been some-

thing poisonous in the socks. Other physicians who
saw the case thought it erysipelas. The disease

continued to progress until not only the sides and

bottoms of the feet were inflamed and blistered, but

the face was badly swollen and blistered, as well as

various parts of the body, and mortification com-

menced in the toes and sides of the right foot. The
case was in the above condition on July 1, when
Dr. Fishee was called to see the case, with Dr.

Landis. His opinion was in accordance with Dr.

Lanis's, that it was a case of poioning by some-

thing in the coloring materials of the socks. Drs.

Landis and Fishee have been treating the case,

and the patient has been gradually improving, and

at this time they consider him not only convalescent,

but entirely out of danger.

Dr. James McNaughton has been elected

President, and Dr. James H. Aemesby, Professor

of Surgery, by the faculty of the Medical College, in

place of Dr. Maech, deceased.
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Peoduction of Ozone foe Industrial

Purposes.—M. Beanes, as noted in the Genie

Industrie^ recently exhibited to his scientific friends

an electrical apparatus for the production of ozone at

a small cost, which has not received the attention it

deserves. His apparatus consists in a condenser

between the plates of which atmospheric air, the

oxygen of which is to be ozonized, is made to pass.

The electricity acts here by influence and directly.

The gas, on leaving the machine acts energetically

on india-rubber, turmeric, etc. It is suggested that

this simple electrical ozonizer might probably be

applied with profit to the bleaching of tissues, liquors,

and other substances.

Death fbom Lucifee Matches.—The

Chemist and Druggist give an account of the death

of a small child from sucking lucifer matches. It

appears deceased was left at home with a younger

sister, and reaching some lucifer matches, which had

been carelessly left on a shelf, placed them in her

mouth. This, however, was not discovered until

the child was seized with sickness and convulsions,

the vomit smelling of phosphorus. The child only

lived about an hour from the commencement of the

convulsions.

William W. Sangee, M. D., met with a

severe accident on the 6th inst., which came near

depriving him of life. Dr. S. went to Connecticut

to spend the 4th, intending to return on Tuesday,

but was prevailed upon to wait another day to

witness the operations of some machinery for mak-
ing excavations on a section of the New Boston and

Erie Railroad. He and a friend (one of the railroad

contractors) drove to the place with a pair of spirited

horses. While the gentlemen seated in the carriage

were looking at the huge work going on, the horses

took fright and started off suddenly, overturned the

vehicle, throwing the inmates violently to the ground.

Dr. S. was taken up insensible, and supposed to be

dead. After several hours he revived, but was found

to have received severe coutusions on the head and

back, and fractures of three ribs on the left side.

On Thursday he was removed to the clergymen's

house, where he now lies in a critical condition.

A test foe GLYCEEiN.-The increased use fo

glycerin in the arts of late has, of course, brought

into the market an adulterated article. Wben
sugar and dextrine were mixed in small proportions

with glycerin it has hitherto been difficult to detect

the adulteration, but is now easily done by the fol-

lowing method : To five drops of the glycerin to be

tested add 100 to 120 drops of water, one drop of

pure nitric acid, and three to four centigrammes of

ammonium molybdate, and boil the mixture, and in

Less than two minutes it will assume a deep blue

color if any sugar or dextrine is present.

The Hudson County (N. J.) Medical Society

asserts, that the deposits on the shores of New
Jersey, of garbage and filth collected from New
York are greatly detrimental to health.

OBITUARY.
M. H. Collis, Esq.

The British Medical Journal gives the following obituary
notice of the late Dr. Maurice Henry Collis, of Dublin.
Mr. Collis began his profession as an apprentice to his
uncle, the late Dr. Maurice Collis, at the Meath
Hospital ; ana, after having obtained in 1847, his surgical
qualifications, he stuoied in Paris for above a year. On
his return to Dublin, he was appointed Demonstrator in'

the School of the Royal College of Surgeons, and this
office he continued to hold until he was elected Surgeon
to the Meath Hospital, in 1851, on the retirement of his
uncle. He has been for the past two years Examiner in

Surgery in his college, and filled a lew years ago a similar
post in the Queen's University. His industry was very
great, as the records of the Surgical Society and of the
annual meetings of our Association will testify. The
work, to the preparation of which he had devoted many
years, and which will remain as a standard treatise,

namely, " The Diagnosis and Treatment of Cancer and
Tumors analogous thereto," was published in 1864. His
paper on diseases of the Upper Jaw, Cleft Palate, and
Vesico-vaginal Fistula, had gained him a most extended
reputation.

[Notices inserted in this column gratis, any are solicited

from all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tions of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to a line.]

MARRIED.

Augur—Truman. June 29th, at the residence of the
bride's parents, No. 41 Clutter street, by the Rev. C.
Moore, James T. Augur, M. D., and Miss Hester Tru-
man, daughter of Harriet and John Truman, M. D., all

of Cincinnati, Ohio.

Curtis—Walker. June 1st, at West Liberty, W. Ya.,
by Rev. W. H. Lester, assisted by Rev. A. Hough, Josiah
M. Curtis, M. D., of Marshall Co., W. Va., and Miss
Emma S. Walker, of West Liberty.

Gardner—Smith. On the 14th instant, by Rev. J.
Todd, in this city, at the residence of the bride's father,
Charles H. Gardner, M. D., of Hollidaysburg, Pa , and
Miss Emily H. Smith, of Philadelphia.

Hue—Baum. At Paris, France, June 9th, Jude Hue,
M. D., and Sarah Elizabeth Baum, daughter of the late
John A. Baum of Troy, N. Y.

Lowman—Stackhouse. July 3d, at the La Pierre
House, Philadelphia, by Rev. B. L. Agnew, Dr. W. B.
Lowman, of Johnstown, Pa., and Miss Susan M. Stack-
house, of Delaware co., Pa.

McGoefin—Woods. June 23d, at the residence of the
bride's mother, by Rev. Wm. M. Robinson, Mr. James M,
McGoffin, of Pittsburgh, Pa., and Miss Alice M. Woods,
daughter of the late Dr. M. Woods, of Mercer, Pa.

Procter—McMillan. At the residence of the bride's
father, on the 6th inst., by the Rev. J. A. Brooks, Dr. D
L. Procter, ot Mammoth Cave, Ky., and Miss Ida Mc-
Millan, of Clark county, Ky.,

Thompson—Ege. On the 13th inst., at the residence
of the bride's father, in Mechanicsburg, Pa., by Rev. O.
Ege, assisted by Rev. J. McGarrah, Samuel Y. Thompson
M. D., of Danville, Pa., and Anna E. Ege, of Mechanics-
burg.

DIED.

King. At Mott Haven, New York, July 13th, Laura
B., wife of N. S. King, M. D.

Leedom. At Atlantic city^ N. J., after a protracted
illness, Mary R., daughter oi Dr. John M. and Virginia
R. Leedem, of this city, in the 9th year of her age.

Phillips. In Trenton, N. J., July 3d, George M., son
of Dr. William W. L. and Meta R. M. Phillips, aged one
year.

Richardson. On the 12th inst., Julianna Randolph,
eldest child of Dr. Joseph G. and Mary R. Richardson, in
the 4th year of her age.

Shove. At her home in Katonah, N. Y., July 9th,

Miss Mary M., youngest daughter of Dr. Seth and Irene
P Shove, aged 19 years, 2 months, and 7 days.
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HOSPITAL GLEANINGS.

By Jas. B. Burnet, M, D.,

Of Newark, N. J.

(Continued from page 49.)

No. II.

1. CASE OF TRAUMATIC GANGRENE.

The patient, Thomas Muller, set 50, was ad-

mitted to Bellevue Hospital, on April 15th.

On the 11th inst. he had fallen twenty feet and

struck upon his nates in a sitting posture, af-

ter which he was carried to a house near by,

and remained in bed during the following two

days. On the 14th, he walked over two

miles to his home. On admission, his pulse

was 90, and of tolerable strength. The scro-

tum and perineum were swollen and gangre-

ous ; the surface of his body from the pelvis

to the sternum was very emphysematous.

He complained of pain over the hypogastrium.

He had urinated just before the fall, but had

passed no urine since, a period of 4 days. A
catheter was passed, and about four ounces of

high-colored urine drawn off. Supposing the

bladder to be ruptured, and the gangrene of

the scrotum due to infiltration of urine, the

parts were freely incised and treated with au-

tiseptic poultices. The man died during the

night from asthenia. The post mortem was
made by order of the Coroner, eight hours

after death.

The superficial fascia from the pelvis to the

umbilicus was black and gangrenous, and

emitted an offensive gas, which had produced

the inflation of the areolar tissue already

mentioned. The muscles subjacent were
healthy. The peritoneal cavity presented

. nothing abnormal.

The kidneys were moderately congested
The bladder and urethra were carefully dis-

sected out and critically examined, but no
trace of rupture could be discovered, and all

present were satisfied that no'rupture either of

bladder or urethra had occurred. No urinous

odor, moreover, could be detected, and it was
cow recollected that none had been present

in the gangrenous tissues before death.

The probable solution of the entire case

was that the scrotum, an organ of less vitality

than the adjacent tissues, received at the time
of the fall a contusion, which destroyed the

vitality of its tissues, and the blood contained

therein. The extravasated blood, together

with the parts themselves,.rapidly underwent
decomposition, producing the gases which
had become diffused throughout the areolar

tissue, and hence the emphysema.

It was certainly singular that no symptoms
of uraemia presented themselves after sup-

pression of four days.

11. ATHEROMATOUS CONDITION OF ARTE-
RIES IN CASE OF GANGRENE.

E. D., set. 74,!was admitted to Bellevue Hos-
pital on May 12th, with dry gangrene of the

right foot and leg, extending to the knee.

About twenty years since she had rheumatism
first, being subject to slight attacks ever since.

As often she recovered without . cardiac diffi-

culty, and during the intervals was well. Is

married, and has perfectly healthy children.

The gangrene commenced about five weeks
before admission. It was preceded for sev-

eral weeks by severe pains in the foot and
leg. At present the gangrenous parts are

cold and black, the integument dry and
smooth, and when percussed gives a sound
similar to that produced by striking the skin,

of bacon. There is no line of demarcation^
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and the skin for three inches above the gan-

grene is cold and very painful, though of the

normal color still.

She complains of pain along the tibia. The
odor is gangrenous, but not very offensive.

Her countenance is exceedingly anseniic, and
the cellular tissue is everywhere infiltrated

with serum. The action ofthe heart is feeble,

irregular, and indistinct ; the pulse can be felt

at both of the radial arteries, and at the pos-

terior tibial of the opposite leg. She has no

arcus senilis. Anodynes given—she con-

tinued to suffer great pain at the junction of

the gangrenous and healthy tissues, the gan-

grene slowty extending, preceded by the

three inches of cold skin (which was mottled)

until May 24th, when she died.

AUTOPSY 36 HOURS AFTER DEATH.

Slight deposit of tubercle at the apex of the

left lung. The mitral curtains, aortic valves

and the entire inner aspect of the aorta, were

studded and nearly whitened by atheromatous

deposits, and in many places the living mem-
brane was wanting. Replaced by a material

of ossific hardness. The right primitive iliae

was firmly plugged with a fibrinous material.

The vessel at the bifurcation of the aorta pre-

sented a complete ring of the atheroma, which
extended over half an inch, rendering the ar-

tery firm and inelastic. A little below this a

segment was black as if from gangrene. The
plug extended down the artery into the pop-

liteal region where the vessel ended, being

involved in a slough, which occupied this re-

gion. The posterior and interosseous arteries

were found with some difficulty, and a wire

passed into them. They were collapsed, but

as far as could be seen were in a healthy con-

dition. The arteries of the left thigh and leg

were atheromatous, but pervious. A peculi-

arity of the gangrene in this case, is that it

was found not to extend below the integument.

The fascia and muscular tissue was found of

normal color and consistence, without any
odor peculiar to gangrene. The kidneys were
hob-nailed and fibrous. The liver was large

and very fatty, and in it was a cyst of the size

of a hen's egg, containing an oily fluid, which

was found under the microscope to be full of

cholestrine.

in. CASE OF CANCRUM ORIS.

T. C, set. 4 years, admitted May 31. On
admission, found as follows : On the outside

of the left cheek there was an unhealthy,

sloughing, ulcer—circular in form—of an inch

and a half in diameter,^and from one-fourth to

one-half inch in depth. This ulcer was con-

nected with extensive ulceration on the inside

of the same cheek, by a narrow line of ulcer-

ated surface extending around through the
angle of the mouth, cutting back the angle
about one-fourth inch. The ulcerations on
the outside and inside of the cheek were still

separated by a thin wall of muscular tissue.

The ulceration commenced on the inside of
the mouth. The 'general appearance of the
child was remarkably good. Forty-eight hours
after admission, this partition of muscular tis-

sue had entirely sloughed away, exposing the
inside of the mouth to full view. The lower
edge of the opening extended to the base of
the alveolar process of the lower jaw. This
process itself was unaffected. The alveolar
process of the superior maxilla was denuded
of its periosteum and mucous membrane, and
the bony structure was much affected. One
tooth had fallen out, and the others were
held merely by the closure of. the lower
set against them. The superior maxilla
was denuded an inch and a half antero—pos-

teriorly, and upwards to its orbital process.

At this point the ulcerating process became
limited by healthy granulations, and the ex-

cavations in the soft parts began to fill up.

In seeking for the cause of the disease in

this case, it was found that the child had been
complaining for two weeks previous to admis-

sion, and,had taken, by order of his physician,

powders of some gray substance^ , for four suc-

cessive nights. On the fourth day the father

discovered the ulceration commencing on the

inside of the mouth. It seems right to con-

clude that the disease was caused solely by
the administration of mercury—-as the descrip-

tion of the powders is that of Hyd. cum creta.

Treatment consisted in tonics, and potassas

chlorat. internally and locally, under which

treatment she rapidly recovered.

SUCCESSFUL OPERATION" FOR ARTI-
FICIAL HIP JOINT,
By A. J. Erwin, M. D.,

Fort Wayne, Indiana.

REPORTED BY DE. RENNER.

Miss Murphy, aged seven years, daughter

of P. S. Murphy, Esq., Lagro, Indiana, was
the subject of hip disease (morbus coxarius).

The discharge of pus which had been abun-

dant during the three previous years, ceased

in December, 1866, under the careful treat-

ment of Dr. TobeYj who employed various

appliances for the extension of the limb,
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which, previous to his taking charge of the

case, had contracted to so great a degree as to

fix the thigh closely upon the trunk, in which

position it was permanently held by a strong

anchylosis of the hip joint.

Tor the relief of this deformity, Dr. Erwin
was consulted, who, with the assistance of Dr.

Tobet and myself, operated on the 15th day

of November, 1867. Having administered

chloroform, extension was made with suffi-

cient force to test the great strength and os-

seous character of the anchylosis.

Two incisions were then made exposing the

posterior surface of the great trochanter at its

union with the neck and shaft of the femur,

from which point he excised transversely an
obtuse section of the bone, without dividing

its anterior surface, which served to preserve

the opposition of the parts during subsequent

treatment. After thorough cleansing, the limb

was extended to its normal position (without

tenotomy) the integument was closed by

sutures, and adhesive strips.

The patient was then put to bed on a solid

mattress, and a weight suspended to the limb

to preserve extension, cold water dressings

were freely applied, and used when necessary

to allay pain or fever. Twenty (20) days

from date of operation, the soft parts having

entirely united passive motion (anteroposte-

rior) of about eight inches at the knee, was
made, and continued once daily by the at-

tendant, until she was able to exercise the

limb, by which process bony union was pre-

vented, and a new articulation formed on the

plan apparently of the original joint. In six

weeks time she walked with the assistance of

crutches. Six months later she abandoned
crutch and cane, with fair control of the new
joint. The limb at date of operation was
much smaller than its mate. Since, although

one inch short, it has gained its proper pro-

portions, with not only due antero-posterior,

but also several inches lateral motion. At
this date she can run as fast as other girls of

her age, without impediment, her movements
being strong, agile, and graceful, there being

no deformity, nor lameness.

A CASE OF PELYIC CELLULITIS AND
ABSCESS.

By J. Chitwood, M. D.,

Connersville, Indiana.

I was called on the evening of the 18th of

May, 1869, to visit Mrs. S., a lady of education

e?nd intelligence, tet. 51, neuro-lymphatic tem-

perament, found her in a decided rigor, and

suffering excruciating pain in the region of

the hypogastrium. The extremities and sur-

face were quite cold, and the pulse scarcely

perceptible at the wrist. A mustard cata-

plasm was at once ordered to be placed on the

abdomen, heat applied to the extremities, and

diffuse stimulants freely administered—under

this treatment I soon had the pleasure of

much relieving my patient from the pain, and

partially establishing reaction.

May 19. The patient rested some during the

past night and felt comparatively comfortable

this morning, but reaction had not taken

place to a satisfactory extent, pulse 100, ex-

tremities and surface cool. The only symp-

toms complained of was a " bearing down"
sensation in the region of the uterus, and

some degree of difficulty experienced in mic-

turating, an examination per vaginam was
made, which revealed a decided retro-version

of the uterus, but to our surprise we found

the slightest effort to replace the organ ac-

companied with great pain ; therefore but lit-

tle effort was used to accomplish the reduc-

tion, and it was decided to await a time more

favorable to the operation.

A laxative of cit. mag. was ordered, and

warm fomentations advised to be constantly

applied to the abdomen.

May 20th. The patient was taken with

vomiting to-day, which greatly aggravated

the abdomoinai pain. I was sent for, but not

being at home at the time, my father, Dr.

G. R. Chitwood, Sen., of Liberty, Indiana,

was telegraphed for ; he produeed free action

from the bowels, by repeating the cit. mag.

May 21st. Found my patient feeling

rather comfortable ; continued the warm fo-

mentation, and ordered.

R. Ext. val. fluid.,

Ext. hyosc. fluid., aa f^ss M.

A teaspoonful, pro. re nata.

May 23d. Was sent for this morning on ac-

count of a troublesome tenesmus, and tornius

which had annoyed the patient all night;

ordered mucilaginous enemata with tr. opii,

and continued the other treatment.

I will here state that the symptoms, and

treatment, were the same, with but little

variation from this time up to

June 15th. At which time a small tumor
was detected rising from the superior brim of

the pelvis, immediately above the symphisis

pubis. An examination, per vaginam, revealed

I

only a feverish condition of the lining mem-
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"brane, but no tender point was discovered in

addition to the treatment of the surface. The
abdomen was penciled over with equal parts

of tine, of iodine and alcohol, and a liberal diet

allowed the patient. * * * *

June 19. This afternoon I was informed by

the lady's husband that while she was using

the urinal she passed a large quantity of mat-

ter resembling pus. I at once repaired to her

residence, and found her entirely free from the

pain which had been continually present in

various degrees of intensity for thirty-five

days. On examining the vessel, it was found

to contain about four ounces of urine, and near

one pint of purulent fluid—this matter readily

sank in water, and formed clouded flakes un-

der the heat test. The matter continued to

be voided with the urine for several days, but

in less quantities, and finally disappeared en-

tirely. My patient has been slowly convales-

cing, but a hardened sensatfon is imparted to

the touch, extending over the lower portion

of the abdomen.
The lady informed me that she had^worn an

external truss for several weeks before her ill-

ness, and to that cause—no doubt correctly

—

attributes her sickness. I report the above

case from the fact that the disease is of rare

occurrence in country practice, and the termi-

nation of the abscess, by rupture into the blad-

der, is of still less common occurrence.

A CASE OF TUMOR IN THE BRAIN.
By Jos. D. Lomax, M. D.,

Medical Superintendent Marshall Infirmary, Troy, N. Y.

Read before the Rensselaer County, N. Y., Medical

Society.

Michael Forrester, admitted into the Mar-
shall Infirmary Dec. 1st, 1868, aged 23 years,

born in Ireland, single, laborer, habits good.

It would seem from the history which this

patient gave of his case, that in one of the

engagements during the last year of the late

rebellion he was struck on the head with a

fragment of shell. The blow rendered him
senseless, but he recovered within an hour

from the effects of the accident, and returned

to the ranks. From that time until the March
previous to his admission to our wards his

general health was good, he experienced no

pain or other unpleasant sensations in his

head. But about that time, namely: March
'68, he began to suffer from headache, which

grew more and more severe until finally he

was compelled'to abandon work.

When he came to us he presented the fol-

lowing symptoms : His face had a bloated and

dissipated appearance ; the pupils were wide-

ly but evenly dilated; he complained that
1

there was a " scum" over the eyes ; the pulse

was rather slow, but regular and of fair

strength : the skin was unnaturally cool, dry

and rough; his appetite was poor, and he had

lost much flesh; his bowels were obstinately

constipated, and never moved without the

aid of medicine; pain in his head, which was
almost constant, and at times very intense

;

and when asked to locate the distress he

placed his hand ever the posterior lobe of the

right hemisphere of the brain, where he said

the shell had struck him ; and he walked with

an unsteady gait ; he seemed dull and not in-

clined to converse , and answered my questions

in as few words as possible, but quite

promptly.

There was no apparent change in Forres-

ter's condition for several weeks. He kept

his bed, getting up only when compelled to

do so ; and he laid on his back most of the

time, with his eyes closed, apparently listless

and indifferent to what was going on about

him. As an indication of this apathy the fol-

lowing incident is related : One day his bed-

stead broke down under him throwing him in

a very uncomfortable position, and though he

was awake at the time he did not seem to

notice it.

New symptoms now gradually developed

themselves. There were spasms of the muscles

of the limbs. He grew more restless; he

would get up every day and walk up and down

the ward for a few minutes. He was disposed

to talk, but his ward companions said he never

joined in any conversations that might be

going on,—his remarks always had reference

to some other matter. His intellect seemed to

fail ; he was more forgetful. He would take

his food, and in a short time afterwards ask

for something to eat, saying he had not had

anything to eat for a long time. He would

ask for tobacco when he had some in his

mouth which he had put there but a moment
before. He forgot the way to the water closet

As the case progressed these symptoms in-

creased in severity. The spasmodic actions

of the muscles of the limbs became more fre-

quent and aggravated. He complained that

he could not put his hand on anything without

his shaking all over. Occasionally this symp-

tom subjected him to unpleasant results. The
flexons of the forearms would suddenly con-

tract and draw those limbs towards the body,
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I and the hands at the same time were rotated.

This movement would frequently happen
I when he had something in his hand, and if it

i happened to be a bowl or glass, the contents

were emptied into his lap. His mind grew

;

more confused. He frequently failed to re-

cognize his fellow patients, and at times did

not seem to appreciate his feeble ' condition.

i He would say to those around him that he
should leave the hospital in a day or two, and

commence work again ; and express regret that

they were not enjoying the same degree of

health. His pulse became more frequent-
about eighty-five beats to the minute. For a

short time after his admission the actions of

the heart grew less frequent, not averaging

more than sixty pulsations. The pupils con-

tinued widely dilated, and the stimulus of

light affected them very feebly.

But there was no difference in the degree

of dilatations in the two eyes. His appetite

became ravenous : he consumed large quanti-

ties of food, and complained because the nurse

would not give him more. He vomited a dark

green substance, small in quantity and of uni-

form consistence. On the 10th of January
strabismus of the left eye was for the first

time noticed, and it remained a permanent

symptom to the termination of the case. The
eye turned inward. The convulsive actions

of the muscles continued to increase , and the

more severe paroxysms were so violent the

other patients spoke of them as "fits," but

they were merely contractions of the muscles

and were momentary in duration, when quite

a long interval occurred. He was always

conscious of their presence, and if he had a

glass or bowl in his hand at the time, he
would call for some one to take it from him.

He did not complain so much of headache in

this stage of the disease—sometimes he would

be free from pain for 54 hours, that is if his

statements can be relied on. On the morn-
ing of 16th of January he complained of feeJ-

ing " dead and heavy," but no marked change
was noticed in his condition. About an hour

afterwards be was seized with a convulsion,

and died in four hours afterwards.

The patient continued to take his usual

walks about the wards until the morning of

his death. His gait grew more unsteady, and
he would occasionally fall or stumble, and
when he did so, it was always forward. To-
wards the last he would sometimes sit up in

his chair and talk cheerfully to those around

him, and even joke with them. His bowels

never moved but once without the assistance

of a cathartic.

The brain was examined 24 hours after

death. At a small point over the posterior

lobe of the right hemisphere, the membranes
adhered to the bones above, but were easily

detached. Their under surface was adherent

to the brain for the space of nearly eight

square inches. The vessels supplying this por-

tion of the meninges were numerous, and
some of them quite large. A small portion

only of this space could be detached from the

cerebral mass. The other adhered firmly to a
cheesy-looking substance, which dipped into

the brain to the depth of over an inch. The
shape of this mass resembled somewhat two
cones, the base of one running into that of

the other. The outer portion of it was soft

and easily broken down, leaving a granular

surface. The inner portion was firm, and con-

siderable force was required to tear it with the

handle of the scalpel. There was no envel-

oping membrane. The surrounding brain tis-

sue was softer than that corresponding on the

opposite side, and the convolutions were en-

tirely obliterated. There was very little fluid

in the right lateral ventrical, the walls of that

cavity being in almost close contact. That

part of the calvaria covering this abnormal

growth, presented nothing unusual beyond a

little roughness, perhaps due to pressure.

Pobtable Illuminations.—M. Alvergniat,

a French electrician, has made an improvement first

suggested to him when using the tubes invented by
Giessler, which are cylinders or bulbs of glass filled

with rarified gas that becomes luminous in the dark

when a current of electricity is passed through it.

•The improvement consists in filling a glass cylinder

or phial, hermetically sealed, with a substance

which becomes phosphorescent by the action of the

frictional or static electricity. A tube of this kind

may be 'of some service to those on night duty, for

all that is requisite to produce a feeble and ephem-

eral light is to rub the tube briskly with a silk hand-

kerchief.

Death feom Kattlesnake Bite.—

A

young man named Joseph Wagner, living in Charles-

town, West Virginia, professed to have the power of

charming snakes. Last week, having captured a,

rattlesnake, he was giving some friends an exhibition

of this power. After fondling the snake for a time

in his arms, he threw it on the ground and switched

it until it writhed with rage. He then took the

reptile up in his arms again, and saying " Are you
mad ? Kiss me and make up," he put its head in his

mouth. The snake bit his tongue, and he died in

about an hour afterward.
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Heport on the Treatment of Delirium Tremens.

[Continued from p. 78.]

Queer's Hospital, Birmingham.—The fol-

lowing is Dr. Fleming's treatment of delirium tre-

mens : The patient is placed in bed. All harshness

or restraint, unless absolutely necessary, is carefully

avoided. Tranquility and a free supply of pure air

are secured. The face, neck, and arms are sponged

from time to time with tepid water. As a drink,

•Carrara water or toast and water is given freely.

For a diet, the patient has at first milk and strong

beef tea alternately every four hours, and gradually,

as the appetite improves, chicken, mutton, etc., until

the stomach can accept the ordinary food. Alco-

holic stimulants in every form are stopped at once

and entirely. If there be any manifest symptoms

of faintness, the following is prescribed

:

R. iEtheris chlorici (Duncan and Flockhart),
spiritus ammonise aromatici, sing. £iij ; tinc-

turae lavandulae comp. giv
;
spiritus vini gal-

lici ^x. Two drachms for a dose, in a wine-
glassful of water, every two or four hours,
according to circumstances.

The further addition of alcoholic poison having

been stopped the objects of treatment are: 1. To
eliminate the poison already in the blood ; 2. To
control its effects ; 3. To favor convalescence. To
promote elimination by the skin and kidneys, the

following mixture is given

:

R. Spiritus aetheris nitrosi, liquoris ammoniae
acetatis, sing, gv; sodae phosphatis, sodae
et potassae tartratis, sing,

; aquae ad, ^xx.
M. Two ounces every four hours, two hours
before meals.

Should an active purge be indicated, Dr. Fleming
gives the colocynth and hyoscyamus pill, with from
half a grain to a grain of the acetic extract of col-

chicum. The second object of treatment, that of

controlling the effects of the poison, is attained by
the administration of a mixture of ten drachms of

dilute phosphoric acid with twenty drachms of tinc-

ture of hops. Of this two drachms are to be taken

every four hours, one hour before food, in a large

wineglassful of water. This helps to sustain the

patient, and lessens the feeling of depression. At
bedtime the following draught is ordered :

ft. Tincture cannabis rr^xxxad lx
; liquoris mor-

pliiae acetatis, rr^xv ad lx
;
spiritus aetheris

nitrosi, ,5i; aquae pimentae ad 3 ij . M.
This seldom fails to induce sleep. This medication

is pursued until convalescence is established, when

the tonic regimen is strictly enforced, including

good food, pure air, cold bathing, with zinc and iron

as blood tonics. This treatment has furnished very

good results, and Dr. Fleming considers that it com-

pares most favorably with other modes of cure.

Aberdeen Koyal Infirmary.—Dr. Harvey

has long since abandoned the practice of treating

delirium tremens with heroic doses of opium, and

of using much restraint with the jacket. His treat-

ment oT it has been, on the whole, " expectant "

—

letting the patient alone, giving him plenty of food,

and moderate exercise in the ward or out of doors, if

in a condition for it. He is inclined, however, to

think that, from his knowledge of the calmative

action on the nervous system of bromide of potas-

sium in full doses (twenty to thirty grains, repeated

daily, at short intervals), this article of materia

medica will be found to prove a valuable remedy in

the graver forms of the disease.

Edinburgh Royal [nfirmary.—Dr. Laycock

has treated a considerable number of cases. The
following notes have been kindly compiled and sent

us by Dr. David Ferrier, his late clinical assistant. In

all cases of delirium tremens, Dr. Laycock insists at

the outset on perfect quiet. The hands and face are

washed ; the room kept cool and fresh, but not cold.

No mechanical restraint of any kind is attempted.

Food is given, of a quality and kind suited to the

state of the stomach. At first it is often refused ; in

which case it is administered in a concentrated

form (beef tea, etc.), in small quantities, at inter-

vals of one or two hours. If the breath smell of

drink, and there be reason to think that the patient

is laboring under an overdose, a gentle emetic is

prescribed. In other cases emetics are not employed.

In the majority of cases there is stomachic or biliary

derangement. In some, food is vomited, or, if re-

tained, causes pain, because of the congested and

inflamed state of the mucous membrane of the

stomach. In such cases, a pill containing a third of

a grain of nitrate of silver, a third of a grain of

hydrochlorate of morphia, and a sixth of a grain of

calomel, gives great relief and lessens the desire for

stimulants. In cases of constipation and hepatic

congestion, podophyllin, calomel, colocynth and

hyoscyamus, castor oil, etc., are ordinarily used.

Podophyllin seems to have good effect. The follow-

ing formula has been used by Dr. Laycock with

advantage : Two grains of extract of podophyllin,

and a scruple each of compound cinnamon powder

and extract of hyoscyamus, with a sufficient quan-

tity of mucilage ; the mass to be made into four
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pills, and one to be taken every six hours till the

bowels are moved. 'In the majority of cases no

other method of treatment is adopted than rest,

nutrients, and purgation if necessary ; and the

method is followed by complete success. A favora-

ble termination is expected, independently in most

cases of active remedies, in from four to fourteen

days. The average duration of treatment is six

days ; and such also seems to be the result of cases

treated more lately by Dr. Sanders according to the

expectant method. Medicinal agents are used, with

the purpose of favoring the natural tendency to re-

covery. The effect of drugs used to this end cannot

in many cases be satisfactorily determined, since it

is difficult to elimiDate, from the influence of the

drugs employed, the share due to diet and regimen,

and that due to nature. It seems probable, that

they exercise an influence over the intensity of the

symptoms, although they may not either cause sleep

or shorten the duration of the disease. The indi-

cations for the employment of alcoholic stimulants

are drawn from the condition of the patient. When
food has not been taken for several days, and the

hallucinations are of a frightful or distressing kind,

and especially when the pulse is very quick and
feeble, the first sound of the heart heard indistinctly,

the tongue coated, oedematous, and indented at the

edges, wine and brandy may be administered medi-

cinally with advantage. Except in such cases of

protraction, alcoholic stimulants are not employed.

Great caution, Dr. Laycock thinks, should be shown
in the administration of opium and its salts. It is

never given in cases which indicate any tendency to

serious encephalic lesion or insanity. These cases

are characterized by a tendency to aggressiveness,

where the notional delusions predominate over the

hallucinations of the senses, and where the state of

the pulse and nervous system indicate the sthenic

rather than the asthenic type of delirium. It is not

always easy to determine beforehand when opium
tends to induce greater prostration and distress.

Generally, however, the patient is of a nervous

habit, with a florid complexion, or at least has had,

and is of a neuro-vascular diathesis. When not

contraindicated by these conditions, opium is some-
times administered with advantage, but never in

more than ordinary closes ; and regard is always had
to the effect of the drug in exciting contraction of

the pupils. The want of sleep is often the result of

sl morbid apprehension of sleepless' nights
;
and, in

such cases, a placebo, administered with the assur-

ance that it is a powerful hypnotic, is often success-

ful. Where there is great exhaustion, and morphia
is inadmissable, camphor in from two to three grains

every three hours, or the cprbonate of ammonia
combined with camphor and hyoscyamus, often

prove useful. Cases iutolerent of opium or stimu-

lants of the sthenic type, and especially where there

are some inflammatory complication, as pneumonia,

are successfully treated by small dose3 of tartar

emetic. Dr. Laycock has not much experience of

digitalis. From the results of several cases treated

by Dr. Sanders, in the Royal Infirmary, Edin-

burg, with half-drachm doses of the tincture of

digitalis three times a day, it has proved beneficial.

All the cases treated in this way were severe cases,

and all recovered speedily. The administration of

the drug was discontinued when the pulse became

moderate and the signs of delirium had abated.

The average duration of stay in the hospital was

seven days. Chloroform has been employed in very

violent cases with advantage—viz. : in those cases

where great exhaustion woidd follow continued

raving and struggling; thus demonstrating the

patient's powers of recovery.

Per the Scarification of the Gums of Infants in

Dentition.

At a meeting of the Edinburgh Obstetrical Society,

in March, this important question was discussed at

length by Dr. Cairns, (Edinburgh Medical Jour-

nal.) He spoke as follows :

Is scarification in dentition productive of any bene-

ficial result ? If it is so, in what do its good effects

consist? The advantages alleged to accrue from

the operation, as contained in the several works

which I have consulted, may all be summed up in

the following :—the relief of local pain ;
and, second,

the prevention and arrestment of convulsions, laryn-

gismus stridulus, diarrhcea, etc., etc.

1. Scarification, according to its supporters, re-

lieves local pain. Conceding, meanwhile, that this

assertion is true, let us inquire into the grounds on

which the assertion rests. Now, it certainly cannot

rest on the declaration of the little patients on whom
the operation is performed, because they have not

yet acquired the power of speech—a circumstance,

indeed, which renders the treatment of the diseases

of children in general of a very difficult and unsatis"

factory nature, preventing them, as it does, from cor-

rectly indicating either the precise seat of their suf-

ferings, or the actual effects of the remedies em-

ployed. Well, if the allegation is not, and cannot

be founded on the ground I have mentioned, it

must, in these circumstances, be altogether, and en-

tirely of an inferential character. Now, the value

of inferences is purely determined by the character

of the data from which they are drawn. If the data

are true, the inferences may be valid, or they may
not ; but if the data are not true, the inferences

must, as a matter of course, be utterly worthless.

In the present case, then, what are the data from

which it is inferred that scarification is productive

of relief from pain ? These data will, I think, be

found, on inquiry, to consist in the tense, tumid, and

congested condition of the gums. The matter stands

thus : the gums, in the process of dentition, being in
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a tense, swollen, and inflamed state, are painful

;

and by relieving the tension, tumidity, and conges-

tion, by means of incisions, you thereby relieve pain.

This, I opine, is a correct and fair statement of the

case. Well, now, I demur entirely to the alleged

fact that, in the ordinary process of dentition, the

gums are either tense or swollen. It is quite true

that there exists over the site of the approaching

tooth an evident fulness; but this condition is

caused, in all ordinary cases, by the presence of the

tooth itself. The tissue overlying the tooth is not

put into a state of strain by the tooth, as the term

tensity would lead one to suppose. No such thing

:

against such tension nature makes full and ample

provision, by causing the superjacent gum to under-

go gradual absorption in proportion to the growth

of the tooth itself. The tooth is not pushed up, it

grows up ; and as it increases in growth, so do the

overlying tissues become absorbed, thereby rendering

tension impossible. Neither is there swelling in the

ordinary sense of that term, because nature guards

effectually against the infiltration of serum, by caus-

ing the growth of the tooth to be sufficiently slow,

so as to give the vessels concerned abundant time to

accommodate their calibre to the circumstances by

which they are surrounded ; and if a true swelling

does in any case actually form, that is to be re-

garded simply as an accidental occurrence, and to be

treated, of course, as it would be in ordinary circum-

stances; but it is in nowise essentially connected

with the process under consideration. If, therefore,

there is neither tension nor tumefaction, scarification

is useless as a means of relieving pain, so far as re-

gards the alleged disturbing influences of these two

conditions. But what of inflammation? Simply

this, that by abstracting blood from an inflamed

part, you do not in the least degree either reduce or

modify the inflammation. The part continues to

be as red, as hot, and as painful as before. Nor do

I hold it of much consequence to be told that the

child has become more quiet after the operation, and

must therefore have obtained relief by its means

;

because, unless its advocates are prepared to prove

the result to be invariable—which they are not—

I

am fully entitled, in the circumstances, to assume,

that such relief may have followed in spite of the

operation, just as many patients have been found to

recover from certain diseases in spite of the very

questionable treatment to which they may have been

subjected.

2. Scarification is alleged to prevent and arrest

convulsions, etc., etc.

Now, as a prophylactic remedy, the operation can
only be admissible under certain conditioDs :—1st,

On the ascertained fact that convulsions are an in-

variable accompaniment of dentition
;
2d, That the

operation uniformly, or at least generally, prevents

their occurrence. The question, therefore, is, do
these conditions hold ? I affirm they do not, and on
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the following grounds : because convulsions, so far i

Irom always co-existing with the process of denti- (

tion, do so, in reality, in a very small proportion of , i

cases. They constitute, in fact, not the rule, but i

the exception. And further, the object sought has, I

in general, not been attained ; convulsions have just t

as frequently followed as they have preceded incision 1

:

of the gums. So much for the preventive ; and as

regards the alleged curative agency of scarification,
'

several questions naturally suggest themselves :

—

(1.) Does it necessarily follow that dentition is

the real exciting cause of the convulsions, merely

because the latter happen to be concurrent with the
j

former? Every one, I dare say—even the most

zealous advocate of the operation, would unhesitat- :

ingly answer in the negative, when the question is

put in this pointed and direct manner.

(2.) A second question which suggests itself is,

Has a recurrence of the convulsive fits, which hap"

pen to take place during dentition, always been pre-

vented by scarification ? An affirmative answer to

this question would justly be held quite conclusive,

at least as regards the particular circumstances re-

ferred to
;
but, unfortunately, I have not been able

to find any one, within the compass of the research

which I have made, who ventures to give the desid- I

erated answer.

(3.) And this brings us to a third question, viz. 7

Whether, in those cases in which convulsions have
ceased after the application of the lancet to the gums

7 I

the use of this instrument is to be regarded as the
!

real procuring cause of their arrestment ? Now, I

do not by any means venture to say that it is not. i

This were too audacious by a great deal ; but I do
say, and without the least hesitation, that there exist

more abundant data from which to give an answer
in the negative, than there do from which to give

one in the affirmative. What, we ask, are the grounds
on which the scarificator is employed? Because,

say its advocates, after being applied, convulsions oc-

casionally do not recur. And that is really the only

answer which can be given. Very good ; but when
they are again asked, if they can affirm with certainty

that the use of the lancet has been the actual and
sole means of stopping the convulsions, they feel

obliged to be somewhat more cautious in the answer
which they give. Their reply then is, It may be, or
it may not be—we cannot absolutely say which.

Well, in these circumstances, we must be excused '

for expressing our humble opinion that the greater

probability is, that it has not been so
;

first, because

the use of the lancet has just as frequently been fol-

lowed by the recurrence of the convulsions as by
their discontinuance

; second, because their non-re-

currence may have been a mere matter of coinci- 1

dence, and nothing more.

The same arguments which have been employed

in the convulsions apply equally to the other dis-

eases which I have mentioned as concurring with
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I

dentition, and, therefore, I may pass them over with-

out further notice, merely adding that, although

I
I diarrhcea is perhaps one of the most common con-

| comitants of dentition, it seems somewhat strange

that scarification should be so seldom practised, or

even recommended for arresting that most debilitat-

ing of all the ailments to which infants are liable.

II. Having considered the beneficial, I now pro-

ceed to notice, in the second place, the prejudicial

effects of scarification.

1. And here I allege, in the first place, that it is

injurious, because it impedes the process of denti-

tion. During the last few days, I have askedseveral

professional brethren with whom I have come in

contact, who approve of the operation in question,

for what reason they do so ? And the gist of the

answer which I have received from each has been

this: "Because," say they, "the lancet does, at one

stroke, what nature would require a considerable

time to let the tooth through." And this quite ac-
1

cords with what we find in some of the books.

Now, we aver the opposite. We aver that the use

of the lancet, instead of rendering dentition more

easy, makes it, in reality, more difficult. And here

we must observe that, in scarifying the gums, three

different modes have been recommended—1st, by

making a single incision
;
2nd, by making a crucial

incision ; and 3d, by making an elliptical incision,

and removing that portion of the gum which over-

lies the tooth. Well, if either of the first two

methods is adopted, in nine cases out of ten you

have speedy reunion of the lips of the wound,

thereby leaving matters exactly as they were before.

If, as recommended by some, you go on repeating

the incisions, you have just the same result follow-

ing ; thus rendering it extremely difficult for us, at

least, to perceive how the approach of the tooth can

be facilitated in the least degree by these means

;

while, at the same time, the hard cicatrix which has

been formed, must require longer time to become
absorbed as the tooth approaches, than the soft natu-

ral tissue of the gum. If the wound heals by ulcer-

ation—and by this process it must do so, when the

third method is employed—you do certainly obviate

thereby the absorption of the gum, and thus seem to

assist nature. But this, after all, is more apparent

than real ; because absorption is undergone not only

in that portion of the gum which lies over the sum-
mit of the tooth, but also in the portions towards its

sides—portions, be it observed, which are left alto-

gether untouched. But even although these portions

were also removed, the truth of our averment would,

in our opinion, be only strengthened thereby ; and
in this way, because you would thus expose a greater

portion of the tooth to atmospheric influence—pre-

mature exposure to which, by the removal of its

natural covering, would give a material check to' its

growth and development. Consider, also, that by
the operation, simple though it seem, you give a

greater or less shock to the nervous system of the

infant—and it is universally admitted that an infant

at this period is in a state of high susceptibility;

that you excite more or less inflammation, thereby

increasing the suffering and irritability of the little

patient ; that you cause the loss of a certain quantity

of blood, of which a child is highly intolerant, and

particularly those children on whom the operation is

performed, being generally of delicate and strumous

habits ; that you aggravate the painful condition of

the gums, thereby rendering suckling a difficult

operation, and preventing the infant fropi obtaining

a proper supply of nourishment. Consider, we say,

these circumstances, and the injurious effects which

they must necessarily produce on the general consti-

tution, and through it on the growth of the teeth,

rendering that process, as they must do, unusually

tedious and slow.

2. We allege, in the second place, that it may
lead to fatal haemorrhage. We are not in a position

to state how often this result has followed from the

operation ; but if all the cases which have occurred

had been recorded, and were collected, they might

be found to amount to no inconsiderable number.

At all events, it is well known that such cases have

occurred, and, indeed, it is only very recently that a

case of this nature was reported to this Society by
one of its members. To this, however, it may be

objected—1st, That in those cases in which the child

has died from loss of blood, the incision may have

been made too deep ; our reply is, that the incision

its recommended to be made deep, so deep as to

reach the tooth. 2d, It may be objected, that fatal

cases may only have occurred in those children

which happened to have the hsemorrhagic diathesis

;

we answer, that even although this wrere granted,

you cannot discover whether this diathesis is present

or net, until you make the incision, when the dis-

covery is too late. 3d, It may also be objected, that

the risk alluded to occurs so seldom that it needs

not act as a deterrent ; to this we reply, that the un-

toward result under consideration having happened

even once or twice, renders it at least possible that it

may also occur in the very case on which you are

about to operate
;
and, moreover, should it do so,

and should you tell the parents, on inquiry, that you
were aware that such an event might possibly occur,,

I rather fear that the parents would not hold you
altogether blameless in the matter, and that they

would bear you a secret grudge ever after.

3. I allege that it tends to perpetuate a custom

which, to say the least of it, is of a doubtful charac-

ter. Probably one of the main reasons why the

operation is so generally performed is, not in reality

from the good effects which are expected to ensue

from it, but because it is usually done in such cir-

cumstances. Others do it, and in order not to ap-

pear singular or culpable, I must conform to the

general practice, whether the issue should prove
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prove favorable or the reverse. In this way did the

treatment by blistering, bleeding, and violent drug-

ging become transmitted from generation to genera-

tion to generation—age after age—producing, as it

is now universally aDowed to have done, the most

direful results. And in the same way has been

banded down the operation in question, which,

though uncertain, and doubtful in its results, con-

tinues to be in high favor and general use as a time-

honored custom. On this point, however, we do

not enlarge, but proceed, as was proposed, to in-

quire,

III. If, in the circumstances, scarification is justifi-

able ? "We allege that it is not. 1. Because it in-

flicts unnecessary pain. The objection, observe, is

not grounded on the fact that pain simply is caused

to the child. Such an objection were absurd ; be-

cause, although the medical practitioner holds it to.

be one of his prime functions to relieve pain, in

many cases he can only fulfil that function by em-
ploying remedies which are themselves of a pain-

giving nature. But this is not the question. The
question is, am I warranted in employing a remedy
which, so far as can be ascertained, does not relieve

the pain which it is intended to do, and which rem-
edy is itself painful both in its application and re-

sults? I maintain that, in these circumstances, I

am not justified in doing so, and particularly when
I remember the effects which scarification on one

occasion produced in my own person. For it so

happens, that when, some years ago, my last wis-

dom-tooth was making its appearance, the late Pro-

fessor Miller, at my own urgent request, applied the

lancet over it ; but the result was, that instead of

experiencing relief from the operation, it kept me,

on the contrary, in a state of the most extreme suf-

fering for days to come ; the remedy, in short, hav-

ing proved a thousand times worse than the disease.

2. It superinduces some of those very conditions

which it professes to remedy. I allude, in particu-

lar, to tension, tumefaction, and inflammation, the

relief of which, it will be remembered, was alleged

as a reason why scarification should be performed.

Inflammation it must and cannot but excite; be-

cause, in virtue of a well-known physiological law,

wherever \ou occasion a breach in living tissue,

more or less inflammation residts in order to repair

the breach which has been made. Again, in an in-

flamed part there is always more or less swelling,

owing to the pressure upon the veins, which causes

the exudation of serum into the surrounding cellular

tissue. And, lastly, there is tension
;

because,

whether the scarified part heals by the first or second

intention, there is, in either case, contraction of the

tissue, and consequent tension, if an unyielding

structure like the tooth lies underneath.

I shall not be so bold as to affirm'that scarification

actually excites convulsions
;
but, considering the

extreme sensitiveness of the gums, and the highly
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nervous condition of the child in some cases of

teething, I do think that that operation is abundantly

sufficient to act as an exciting cause of them.

Hesults of Physical Training.

Dr. Allen, in an article on Physical Culture in'

Amherst College, gives the following as the results

of introducing gymnastic exercises

:

1. There has been a decided improvement in the

very countenances and general physique of students.

Instead of the pale, sickly and sallow complexion

once very commonly seen, with an occasional lean,

care-worn and haggard look, we now witness very

generally, fresh, ruddy and healthy countenances,

indicative of a higher degree of vitality, and that the

vital currents, enriched by nutrition and oxygen,

have a free and equal circulation throughout the

whole system. This change is so marked as to at-

tract the attention of the casual observer, and has

been commented upon by those formerly attending

Commencements or other public occasions here, as

exhibiting a striking difference between the person-

al appearance of students at those times, and, that at

the present day.

2. In the use of the limbs and the body,—in the

physical movement and conduct of students gener-

ally, there has been, we think, decided impro vement.

3. The practice of gymnastics in concert is calcu-

lated to beget personal sympathy, cheerfulness and

buoyancy of spirits. The fact that a large body of

students go through with precisely the same exer-

cises together, at the same time and under the same
general influences,—and these exercises continued

for years,—creates a peculiar kind of sympathy, of

interest and affection. In some respects it resembles

the common practice of large companies eating and

drinking together as expressive of their mutual good-

will and friendship.

4. We come now to consider what has been the

effect more directly upon the health of the students,

and the sanitary condition of the Institution. It is

needless to state how many students formerly im-

paired or broke down their constitutions for want of

sufficient exercise, or from irregular or excessive

hours of study, or from some improper habits, or for

want of suitable attention to diet, sleep or some

other physical law. Perhaps the effects of violated

law were not always visible at the time, and did not

apparently impede the college course, but the seeds

were here sown which afterwards brought on disease

and premature death, or crippled the energies and

limited the usefulness through after life. This may
still happen; but with such exercise and instruction

as can now be obtained it is not near so likely to oc-

cur.

5. A comparison of the present health of students

with what it'was ten or fifteen years ago, shows a

surprising improvement. It is rare now for any
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1 student to break down suddenly in his health, or to

t be compelled to leave college on this account.

^ 6. But the evidence of improved health does not

rest wholly upon individual opinions, or upon loose

comparisons. Since 1861, a register has been carefully

kept of the kind and amount of sickness in college,

j an analysis of which presents some striking facts.

1 ~No student placed upon the sick list, unless he is de-

I tained two consecutive days from the usual exer-

5
cises of the Institution. The number of students

;
reported sick ranges in the course of ihe year from

(
twenty-five to sixty, showing a far greater amount
of sickness in some years than others, which depends

. very much on the fact, whether some epidemic pre-

i

vailed, or whether the year, as a whole, either on ac-

, count of the whether or from some other cause, was

not generally unhealthy. If allowance is made for

1 this extra sickness in two of the years out of the

.
eight, the register shows that the actual amount of

1
sickness in college has diminished in these eight

,
years more than one-third. That is, in the year

1

just closed, there were only two-thirds as much sick-

ness as in 1861, the year when gymnastics were in-

troduced.

7. But the most marked evidence of improved

health is found in the diminished sickness of every

class each year after entering college. In a tablegiving

the amount of sickness arranged by classes, it seems

there has been for these eight" years, on an average,

more than three times as much sickness in the

Freshman Class as in the Senior Class.

On Emetine.
M. J. Lefoet has published in the Journal de

Pharmacie, quoted in the Pharmaceutical Journal,

some researches on the preparation, properties and
composition of emetine, the active principle of ipe-

cacuanha.

This substance was first isolated by Pelletier and
Magendie, and its properties afterwards more fully

described by Pelletier and by Dumas. These chem-
ists recommended the extraction of emetine to be

effected by decomposing the compound of the base

present in the ipecacuanha with calcined magnesia;

the alcoholic solution, filtered through animal char-

coal, deposits the alkaloid in the form of a white or

grey substance, possessing all the vomitive property

of the ipecacuanha. Several other processes have

since been published, and, in 1853, M. Leprat ap-

plied to the isolation of this base the method indi-

cated by M. Rabourdin, for the elimination of atropjn

and other alkaloids. He stated that by treating the

alcoholic extract of ipecacuanha with chloroform and

caustic potash, he had obtained from 100 grammes
of powdered ipecacuanha, between 6 and 7 grammes
of emetine, but he added that other samples of the

drug had not furnished so large a quantity. M. Le-

fort gives a decided preference to this process of M.
Leprat, although it occupies a long time in its per-

formance, but he does not find it possible to obtain

so large a proportion of pure alkaloid as that chemist

indicates. From his own analysis he concludes that

ipecacuanhas of Brazil and New Grenada do not

contain more than one per cent, of pure emetine.

The following is the method of operating recom-

mended by M. Lefort : The powdered ipecacuanha

is exhausted by percolation first with alcohol of 86

degrees (sp. gr. 846), and then with alcohol of 56

degrees per cent, (proof spirit) ; the united tinctures

are distilled to recover the spirit, and the residue is

evaporated by a water-bath to a syrupy consistence..

This extract, which contains the emetine in com-
bination with a peculiar organic acid, the ipecacu-

anhic acid, of which M. Willick has described the

composition and properties, is poured into a well-

stoppered bottle, and, for every 100 parts of powder

which has been operated on, two parts of caustic

potash dissolved in a little water are added together

with a volume of choloroform nearly equal to that

of the mixture. As the emetine is very soluble in

potash, and as the alkaline solution readily absorbs

oxygen from the air, the flask in which the reaction

takes place should be always completely full. The
mixture is strongly agitated, and then allowed to re-

pose for several days ; the chloroform which forms

at first a species of emulsion by the agitation, slowly

separates, and at last collects at the bottom of the

vessel. It is then removed by a pipette, and replaced

by a fresh quantity. The alkaline liquid may be

consdered to be exhausted when the choloroform

comes away colorless, or almost so. The chloroform

solutions are then mixed and distilled to recover the

chloroform. The residue in the retort is deep

brown, and is composed principally of emetine and

a resinous matter, which, according to the experi-

ments of Pelletier and Magendie, is not emetic.

These two substances are separated from each other

by treatment with a weak acid, which dissolves only

the alkaloid. The solution is afterwards decomposed

by the quantity of solution of ammonia exactly

necessary to precipitate the base
;
any excess of the

precipitant must be avoided, because emetine is

slightly soluble in ammoniacal water. The emetine

is thus deposited as a voluminous greyish powder,

which may be collected on a filter, after being suffi-

ciently washed by decantation. It still contains a

minute quantity of resinous matter, which may be

removed by digesting in ether. After this operation,,

the alkaloid remains in a state of great purity.

Dried at a temperature of 50 degrees C, emetine, •

when perfectly purified, is a very light whitish pow^

der without smell, and of a bitter taste. It fuses at

a temperature >of 70 degrees C, and then forms a

brown transparent mass. Exposed to the air it

colors slightly brown, but it does not attract mois-

ture and liquefy, as stated by Pelletier and Magendie.

At 15 degrees <C, distilled water dissolves l-1000tli
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of its -weight, and the resulting solution always

possesses a yellowish tint, and an alkaline reaction.

Concentrated alcohol and chloroform dissolve it in

all proportions, but it never crystallizes by the

evaporation of these vehicles. Ether and the fatty

oils dissolve it only in very small quantity. Caustic

potash and soda freely dissolve it, and the solutions

rapidly absorb oxygen from the air. Caustic am-

monia does not dissolve it in such quantity, but

nevertheless a notable quantity is taken up. Mixed

with lime or magnesia and exposed to the air, it

soon acquires a saffron-yellow tint. Hydrochloric,

sulphuric, phosphoric, and acetic acids are easily

saturated by emetine, producing uncrystallizable

compounds very soluble in water. Nitric acid, on

the contrary, possesses the remarkable property of

forming with emetine a nitrate which is very slightly

soluble in water. This compound is very volumi-

nous at first, but gradually agglutinates to a ten-

acious, brown, uncrystallizable mass. 100 parts of

water at 15 degrees C. dissolve one part of this salt.

This insoluble nitrate, which may be produced by

double decomposition between the acetate, chloride,

or sulphate of emetine and nitrate of potash, forms

the most distinctive character of emetine. Tannin
abundantly precipitates emetine from its aqueous,

alcoholic, or saline solutions. Solutions of iodine

furnish with this alkaloid compounds very little

soluble in water. Bichloride of mercury and iodo-

hydrargyrate of potassium produce white compounds,

insoluble in water and soluble in alcohol. The

double salt formed with chloride of platinum is, on

the contrary, soluble in water, and but very slightly

so in alchhol. Emetine is also precipitated by mo-

lybdate of ammonia, and its salts are de composed by

basic acetate of lead.

The analysis of emetine by Pelletier and Dumas
in 1823 led to the formula C30 H22 NOe , but as this

base does not form crystallizable salts, its saturating

power was not determined. M. Lefort has there-

fore made several analyses of some of the salts of

emetine for the purpose of ascertaining the true

rational formula. Sulphuric and hydrochloric acids

were carefully saturated with very pure emetine
;

the solutions, which were neutral to litmus paper,

were evaporated and dried over lime and sulphuric

acid. ^The resulting salts assumed the form of

brownish friable transparent substances without any

trace of crystalline form. The analyses of these

compounds has led M. Lefort to double the numbers

given above, and to write the formula of emetine as

Diseases of House Painters.

The British Medical Journal says

:

Owing to the impossibility of keeping paint from

coming into contact with the skin whilst they are

at work; owing to the almost universal practice

amongst them of touching their food with un-

washed hand's ; and to the habit of some of them
of wearing corduroy, fustian, and other clothes

difficult to cleanse, Painters absorb large quantities

of the hurtful metal, and suffer gravely in conse-

quence. An attack of colic may occur now and

again, and the painter will recover ; but if he con-

tinue to follow his trade, the more serious diseases

—

paralysis or kidney-disease—are almost certain to

attack him at last, and to render liim, if not entirely

unable to work, so weak and prostrated, that in

mental as well as physical power he will be but as

the ghost of his former self. It is seldom that such

workers are killed in early life
;
they lose power

early, and soon become unable to perform a good

day's work, but they drag through their labor for

many years, suffering always from general weakness.

From the time that lead has contaminated their

bodies, their lives are wearisome and joyless.

In 1860-61, there were registered in England the

deaths of 2,425 plumbers, painters, and glaziers. Of
these, there were 73 between the ages of ten and
and twenty ; 153 between twenty and twenty-five

;

348 between twenty-five and thirty-five ; 470 be-

tween thirty-five and forty-five ; 518 between forty-

five and fifty-five ; 450 between fifty-five and sixty-

five ; 293 between sixty-five and seventy-five ; 109

between seventy-five and eighty-five ; and 13 above

eighty-five years.

Cases like the following are not unfrequently met
with in practice.

A painter, aged twenty-nine, admitted as a patient

under our care, stated that he had followed his trade

for nine years, and that he began to suffer from lead-

poisoning in the summer previous to his admission.

For some days, he had intense debility and so much
giddiness that he was unable to walk through the

streets. He always had " low spirits," and was
seldom free from water-brash. There was no local

palsy of any kind ; but slight constitutional paralysis

and albuminuria existed ; his gums had a character-

istic dark grey leaden line where they joined the

teeth.

A master-painter, accustomed " to use the brush

occasionally," was under our treatment at the be-

ginning of the year for general dropsy, associated

with albuminuria, and nearly complete suppression

of urine. The pericardium contained fluid, and the

heart was much embarrassed in its action. He, too,

had worked at his trade foi many years, and now
felt the effects of the metal, for the first time, in the

acute renal disease which threatened his life.

These cases are sufficient to show that even those

men who have worked amongst lead and its com-

pounds for many years without suffering from the

diseases produced by lead, insomuch as their consti-

tutions are sufficiently strong in the early years of

their trade-life to resist or to cast off the poison, yet

feel its influence even after a very lengthened period,
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when, it might be thought, they would have become

habituated to the metal and hardened to their work.

Since lead is so dangerous a metal to work with,

it is most desirable that all efforts to substitute other

materials should meet with attentive consideration.

Different substances have been used instead of

lead in the manufacture of paint, and with an en-

couraging amount of success. Zinc has been em-'

ployed, and we have had favorable reports of it ; the

silicate of iron has also been used. The zinc is

thinner than other paint, and workmen do not like

it on this account, but in all other respects it is, we
are told, as useful as leaden paint.

There are compulsory regulations with regard to

the ventilation of workshops in the potteries, now
placed under Governmental supervision ; and work-

jDeople are prohibited from taking their meals in the

workrooms. The periodical cleansing of work-

sheds is also enjoined.

"We would suggest that all workers among lead

should, before commencing or resuming their work,

wash their hands, not once, but many times a day,

in a strong decoction of oak-bark, the tannin of

which would not only harden the skin, but would

protect it against the action of lead. We endorse

the precautionary measures that have already been

suggested, and urge that the hair of the workmen
should be kept short.

All painters should wear, during their work, clean

cloth caps. All their clothes should be made of

materials that can be easily washed.

The workman's hands should always be washed

before he touches his food
;
and, if they be stained

with paint, they should be dipped into the oak-bark

decoction.

The mouth should always be well rinsed with cold

water before food is taken. "We would suggest the

use of weak oak-bark decoction as a wash several

times a week.

The food should contain a large proportion of fatty

substances. Milk should also be taken in large

quantities.

The body should be sponged night and morning
with cold or tepid water, and the hair should be

washed thoroughly every evening after work.

When men or women are exposed occasionally to

the fumes of lead, folded muslin, or a handkerchief,

should be placed over the mouth ; the outer layer of

the band having been previously soaked with oak-

bark decoction, and then rung out.

The use of iodine drinks has been suggested ; but

the habitual use of iodine is undesirable. We hold

that this substance should be used solely as a medi-

cine when symptoms of lead poisoning have actually

commenced,' and then it should be given under
medical supervision.

Cottage Hospitals.

Sir James Simpson advocates this form of hospital.

In a discussion in the British Medical Journal he

says

:

According to Mr. Coote, there is not room for

such hospitals in London, though they may be " pos-

sible in America." They would be indubitably

greatly cheaper in building and administration than

palatial edifices. IS"or would they occupy so much
space as many seem to suppose. For, in construct-

ing several blocks—whether of one, or two, or three,

or four storys—the buildings, according to archi-

tectural rules, I am told, require to be placed at a

distance from each other measuring once and a half,

at least, the perpendicular height of their side walls.

Hence many more structures of one story in height

could be placed upon the same piece of ground than

structures of two, three, or more storys. At the

worst, the additional sum, be it £10,000 or £50,000,

required to convert an hospital structure into an
elaborated palace, would merely be in part required

to purchase some additional ground. It would be

expended in buying extent of site, instead of being

expended upon architecture and extent of height in

the buildings.

But are hospital villages and cottages—though
" possible in America," as Mr. Coote allows—not

possible in Europe, or even in London? In the

grounds around many of the large hospitals in Ger-

many, as I have already stated in these pages (see

Journal for January 30) they have found them to

be healthier—as at Frankfort, Leipsic, Dresden, etc.

Twenty years ago I tried to point out that such

hospitals might be made of iron,* as one material.

Ihthe grounds of a large London hospital, not much
above a mile or two from the gates of St. Bartholo-

mew's, Mr. Coote will find in use at present a cottage

iron hospital—but, perhaps, not on the very best

construction. On lately coming upon it unex-

pectedly, and inquiring for what cases it was specially

employed, I was infotmed that it was used for ovari-

otomy, pyaemia, and other such dangerous operations

and diseases. But if such cottage hospitals are

deemed more safe for such great operations as ovari-

otomy, would they not be also more safe for ampu-

tations ? And, if safer for amputations, would they

not be safer for all surgical operations ? And if

safer for all surgical cases, would they not, on the

same principle, be safer likewise for all medical

cases?

A memorandum found upon the person of

the late Dr. Cruickshank, who was surgeon of Rajah

Brooke of Sarawak, contains the following philo-

sophic sentiment : "Some men are born vagabonds,

some achieve vagabondage, and others have it thrust

upon them. I may characterize myself as one of

the last class."

* See Edinburgh Monthly Journal of Medical Science for

1848, p. 328.
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Reviews and Book Notices.

NOTES ON BOOKS.

A carefully prepared paper by Dr. J. G. Thomas,
of Savannah, was read before the last meeting of the

Georgia Medical Association, and has been published

by that body. It is entitled The Importance of the

Thermometer to the Physician in his Daily Prac-

tice. We shall take occasion to make some extracts

from it.

Some months since we had occasion to call atten-

tion to a translation by Dr. John Weightman.
He has lately made another, published likewise by

Lindsay & Biackiston, of this city. It is the Treat-

ment of Lachrymal Affections, by Prof. Arlt, and

forms a pamphlet of thirty pages, with five illustra-

tions. The author gives minute practical directions

for introducing the lachrymal probe, which will be

found of great service to opthalmologists and sur-

geons.

It is often of great interest to the physician to

preserve his prescriptions, and a convenient mode of

doing so is quite a desideratum to the profession.

"We have recently received a small blank book called

a Perscription or Clinic Kecord, now in its sixth

edition, from W. Wood & Co., 61 Walker street,

which seems to answer the purpose quite well. The
prescriptions are written twice, once for keeping,

and once for the apothecary, and blanks are left to

fill up with memoranda of pulse, respiration, tem-

perature, etc. Price, 50 cents. We will send a

copy to any one sending us a new subscriber.

A history of several cases of trichiniasis, occurring

in his own practice, has been republished from the

Canada Medical Journal, by Dr. W. E. Bessey,.

of Montreal. The pamphlet has 20 pages, and is

illustrated by two micro-photographs, which give an

exceedingly clear idea of the appearance and habit of

the creature.

We have received the Annual Export of the Ohio

Penitentiary for the year 1868.

Fifty-fifth Annual Report of the Massachusetts

General Hospital.

Address delivered before the Philadelphia County
Medical Society, by George Hamilton, M. D.
The transactions of the Twentieth Annual Meet-

ing of the Georgia Medical Association, held in Sa-

vannah, April, 1869, have been published in pamph-
let form (pp. 52). They contain several interesting

papers.

Now that we have such ready communication with

California, the essay of our esteemed correspondent,

Dr. T. M. Logan, of Sacramento, Cal., entitled

" Medical History of the year 1868, in California,"

will be read with peculiar interest. It gives in a

succinct and scientific form an excellent account of

that great State from a physician's point of view

It was published by order of the Sacramento Society

for Medical improvement, aDd may be had of the

author.

Dr. Nathan Allen, of Lowell, Mass., has writ-

ten an interesting essay on Physical Culture at Am-
herst College, an extract from which we will give
elsewhere.

Here are several medical books included in re-

cent English announcements

:

Dr. R. B. Carter " On the Use and Preservation

of the Eyesight;" Dr. W. Marcet, "Notes on
Diseases of the Larynx, investigated and treated

with the assistance of the Laryngoscope Sir T.

Watson's " Lectures on the Principles and Practice

of Physic " (new edition) ; Dr. W. Odling's « Out-

lines of Chemistry ; or Brief Notes of Chemical

Facts " (this volume will be essentially descriptive in

its character, and aim at calling to mind, in as few

words as possible, the ascertained origins, properties,

and metamorphoses of chemical substances ; it will

include a systematic account of the monad, diad, and

triad non-metallic elements, and their principal

combinations with each other ; silicon and carbon

with its series of methylic, formic, and cyanic com-
pounds, and of the various metals arranged in na-

tural groups, with their respective series of halides
T

oxides, oxisalts, etc.) Dr. J. Althaus's " Treatise

on Medical Electricity, Theoretical and Practical,

and its Use in the Treatment of Paralysis, Neural-

gia and other Diseases " (new edition) ; Dr. J.

Paget's " Lectures on Surgical Pathology " (new
edition, revsied by the author and Prof. W. Turner.)

The Thermometer in Disease.
In a paper read before the Georgia Medical Asso-

ciation, Dr. J. G. Thomas has the following remarks

:

With every acute disease that I have made obser-

vations in, I find that where the temperature remains
the same in the evening that it was in the morning
it proves a good sign—but on the other hand, where
it remains the same in the morning that it was in

the evening previous, it is an indication that the pa-

tient is either getting or will get worse. In other

words, where the temperature declines from morning
to evening it is an indication of improvement—but
rising from evening to morning it is ominous, and
must admonish you that your patient is getting

worse. In Pneumonia, where we see a marked fall

in the temperature, we can be sure that the disease

has marked a crisis, and improvement will begin

—

and this is the rule with regard to the majority of
diseases ; but with regard to Pneumonia, 1 have re-

peatedly seen it the case hours before I could have
guessed at by other means. And I have repeatedly
made a diagnosis of the same disease by the Ther-
mometer long before the appearance of the crepitant

rale made its appearance. In conclusion let me say
that the subject has been but lightly touched—I have
not gone into the results which can be observed by
noticing the influence of remedies, which is of great

value, but let let me again assure each one of you
that for more than two years I have gained a more
ready and reliable insight into my cases than by any
other means at our disposal, and to those who have
not given the subject their attention, that it will

richly pay them in the same comfortable feeling if

they pursue it with diligence.
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Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,

News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

8^°" To insure publication, articles must be practical,

Irief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

We particularly value the practical experience of coun-

try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

TO SUBSCRIBERS.

The 21st volume of the Medical and Sur-

gical Reporter began on July 3rd. A
large number of subscriptions are due from

that date, and we look to a prompt response

to the bills already sent out and being sent.

—

Our bills always call for PAYMENT IN AD-

VANCE.

As we are about to reduce our stock of odd

back numbers of the Reporter, in order to

make room, it is desirable that all who wish

to complete their files should notify us by the

10th of August. Bills will be sent with the

numbers ordered.

We can still supply a few complete sets or

volumes from the commencement, bound or un-

bound. They should be applied for soon, as

they will soon be exhausted.

THE SECOND INTEBNATIQNAX, CON-
GRESS.

The first session of the International Medi-

cal Congress, which our readers willremember
took place at Paris two years ago, this sum-

mer, was of the nature of a disappointment to

most of the foreign delegates. It seemed to

be under the control of a " ring," who de-

signed to use it for their own glorification, ir-

respective of the equality of claims which by
its name was the right of all who attended it.

The result of this littleness of spirit on the

part of the French managers was that the

good effects we hoped, from a world-wide in-

terchange of thought on the highest topics of

medical science, turned out null. Still, we are

not discouraged, and sincerely hope that the

second meeting will be actuated by a more lib--

eral spirit, and less self-seeking.

This second meeting takes place on the-

20th of September next, at Florence, Italy*.

The Executive Committee was nominated last

February and consists of well-known Italian

physicians. Professor de Renzi, of Naples, is

President and Prof. Bruonoli of Bologna is

general Secretary. The honorary presidency

of the Congress is offered to M. Bouillaud,,
of Paris, who was president of the last meet-

ing, and did not seem very well qualified for

the post. The present session will last two
weeks, meetings being held daily except on
Sundays. All memoirs designed for the Con-
gress are to be sent to the general Secretary .>

printed either in Latin or French.

The questions which it is proposed to dis-

cuss are such as have a general or interna-

tional interest. They are seven in number.

The first is on swamp miasm, the conditions of
its development, its effects on the human body,

,

and the means by which it can be destroyed

The second is the therapeutical value of the

different methods of treating cancerous dis-

ease, locally and generally. The third is the

treatment of gunshot wounds, with especial

reference to those caused by the more mod-
ern varieties of fire-arms, and their relations

to international laws. The fourth is the hy-

gienic condition of hospitals and the value of

medical attendance at the houses of appli-

cants. The fifth is the influence of railroads

on human health. The sixth question refers

to the endemic and epidemic diseases of great

cities, their causes, prevention, and the sani-

tary uses that might be made of adjoining riv-

ers or water-basins. The seventh question

discusses the rights and duties of physicians

with reference to general legislation, and the

ameliorations which may be suggested in the

legal status of the profession.

It is rather late for these questions to be
submitted, as it is simply impossible for

American physicians to write, translate, print,,

and forward to Italy memoirs in time for the

Congress. We hope, however, some of thera

will avail themselves of this opportunity to

visit Florence and its charming surroundings,

so that our country will be at least repre-

sented.

AN INSTBTJCTIVE AND POPULAR BOOK.
The very considerable attention which has

been given lately to the study of the physiol-

ogy and pathology of woman, and of the mys-
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teries of reproduction in the human subject,

has resulted in the discovery of many facts of

the most curious and useful character, which

ought to be known to every woman, especially

to every married woman and married man,and

to all who have the care of children, either as

parents or educators. Yet hitherto no at-

tempt has been made to popularize these

facts. The subject-matter requires such deli-

cate handling, besides such a ripe acquaint-

ance with gynecology and vital statistics, that

it is most difficult to speak at once plainly and
not coarsely, in popular language yet with

scientific precision.

We are glad to announce that such a work
has been written and is now nearly ready for

publication. The author's name is not un-

familiar to medical readers in this country, and

the work has been submitted to critics of

sound literary judgment outside the profes-

sion, who pron.ounce it admirably adapted to

family reading. We hope, in a few weeks, to

speak more fully about it, convinced that the

profession will welcome it as warmly, as no
doubt the public also will.

STUDY VS. HEALTH.
It is a prevalent notion that many men, es-

pecially young men, hurt themselves by hard

study. This is a pleasant popular error to cir-

culate, perhaps, but it remains nothing but an
error. It has lately been repeated in various

quarters apropos of the death of Mr. Ray-
mond, of the Times, Our friend, Dr. Snow,
of Providence, summons to disprove it

some facts from the mortuary records of the
State of Massachusetts. He remarks that we
find in the report for 1867, that in twenty-five

years nearly, the deaths of 3,566 professional

men had been reported, with an average age
of 50.5 years, and 9,856 merchants, financiers,

agents, &c, with an average age of 48.5 years.

These averages are greater than those of any
other class except farmers and mechanics
working in the open air. The average age of
active mechanics in shops is 47.9 years ; of in-

active mechanics in shops, 43 years ; of labor-

ers, 46.8 years; of factors laboring abroad,
34.2 years ; of persons employed on the ocean,
45.5 years ; of females, 38.7 years ; of farm-
ers, 64.2 years ; and of active mechanics work-
ing in the open air, 51.2 years.

There is nothing here that indicates that

brain labor shortens life, and when we look at

the individual professions, the proof is still

more marked. Thus the average of those who

died in some of the most important professions

and occupations, was as follows

:

Years. Tears.
Judges and Justices

Public Officers

The average age of the whole number of

persons who died in the twenty-five years,

whose occupations were specified, was 50.5

years. It seems, then, that bankers, mer-
chants, clergymen, judges, lawyers, physicians

and professors live longer than the average of

all classes of occupations, and very much
longer than laborers or inactive mechanics

working in shops. Neither the hurry and ex-

citement of bankers and merchants, nor the

severe mental labor of clergymen, judges and
lawyers, seem to shorten their lives. In fact,

it will be noticed that the three professions

last named, whose occupation is wholly brain

labor, and of the most severe description, are

the very highest on the list of average ages.

THE USES OF ALCOHOL.
What we said about this in a recent number

of the Reporter has been thus touched upon

by an esteemed correspondent

:

Editoks Med. and Surg. Reporter : In the

last number of your journal you state " that at least

eighty per cent, of the alcohol manufactured in this

country is employed in the arts, and further, that

even if it were desirable to banish it, the thing can't

be done."

How is that ? I remember that the Hon. Joseph

Lewis, when serving as Commissioner of Internal

Revenue, estimated the amount of alcohol employed

in the arts as certainly not over four per cent, of the

quantity annually made.

That its banishment, as a beverage is desirable,

and "the thing can be done," I have demonstrated

in the pamphlet I send you, and which I commend
to your prayerful consideration. S. Stebbins.

We have read with attention those portions

of Dr. STEBBms' pamphlet referred to, and

are glad to see such an able defence of prohi-

bition, though our own observation, in several

of the New England States, is very far from

impressing us so favorably with the results of

prohibition as the author would have us be-

lieve. The question as to the percentage of

alcohol used in the arts, is interesting and

worth answering correctly. Our own au-

thority was one of the heaviest distillers of

"high wines" in Illinois, who spoke of his own
sales. We shall be glad to have definite and

impartial information on the matter. We do
not attach much weight to Mr. Lewis's esti-

mate.
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THERAPEUTICAL BULLETIN.*
Compiled by Geo. H. Napheys, M. D.

No. 21.

This column will contain each week a collection of the
Recipes, remarkable for their novelty and elegance, now
in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by
them in recent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics,
and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly published
monographs and systematic treatises, and in the current
medical periodicals of this country and Europe. It will
include formulae for hypodermic injections, for inhala-
tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments,
lotions, collyria, etc,, etc.
This selection will be such that each prescription will

commend itself, both by its intrinsic merits, and by the
authority of the name of the physician by whom origi-

nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest
and best approved therapeutical expressions of the pro-
fession—to afford a periscope of the remedial measures re-
sorted to by eminent living physicians.

It is proposed, hereafter, to classify these formulae, and
issue them in book form

Bemedies employed as Tonics.

[Continued from Bulletin No. 2.]

184. R. Acidi nitrici diluti, fgj.

Syrupi zingiberis, . fSss.

Aquae, f^vss. M.
Tablespoonful every four hours. Especially use-

ful in erysipelas, when typhoid symptoms predomi-

nate.

Pkof. John B. Biddle.

185. R. Quinise sulphatis, gr. ij.

Ferri sulphatis, gr. j.

Strychnise, gr. 1-60. M.
For one pill, ter die. An excellent tonic combi-

nation frequently prescribed by our author.

J. M. Da Costa, M. D.

186. R. Ferri pyrophosphate, gj.
Aquae bullientis, f3ss. M.

And add,

Extracti gentianse fluidi, f^ss.

Curacoa, f^iss.

Vini, q. s. ad fiat, f^iv. M.

Teaspoonful ter die. This preparation, known as

elixir gentianae ferratse, is much used and highly es-

teemed in this city.

William Murray, M. D., M. B. C. P., Lond.,etc.

Camphor has a soothing and tonic influence, espe-

cially upon the nerves of organic life. It may be

taken internally or, in exhaustion of the solar plexus,

with faintness at the epigastrium, used externally in

the form of a camphorated poultice, or in a bag worn

next the skin. Baths containing camphor have a

beneficial influence over the nerves of the hypogas-

tric plexus and relieve many of the symptoms depend-

ing on irritation of the womb. While soothing it

also exhilarates, when well borne by the stomach,

and often removes the horrible sense of want or

faintness accompanied by fear, which is referred to

the epigastrium.

105

Thomas Hawkes Tanner, M. D., F. L. S., Lond.

187. R. Quinise sulphatis, gr. ij.

Acidi muriatici diluti, TT^ x.

Tincturae ferri chloridi, tt\, xv.

Infusi calunibae, ffss.

For one dose in water, ter die. This preparation

is also recommended by Dr. Aitken, particularly in

the treatment of diptheria.

Prof. T. Gaillard Thomas, New York.

188. R. Magnesias sulphatis, ^ij,

Ferri sulphatis, gr. xvi.

Acidi sulphurici diluti, fgj.

Aquae, Oj. M.

Two tablespoonful in a tumbler of ice water every

morning upon rising, when a ferruginous tonic com-

bined with a saline is indicated. Or,

189. R. Potassae et. sodse tartratis, ^ij.

Vini ferri amari, (U. S. D.) f^ij.

Acidi tartarici, ziij.

Aquas, f§ x ij. M.

Two tablespoonful in a tumbler of ice water be-

fore breakfast. Should this dose be not sufficient two
or three may be taken daily, for the result will prove

tonic and reparative as well as cathartic.

190. R. One rennet, washed and chopped.
Yini rubri, Oj.

Mascerate for twelve days, and then decant, filter

and add

Acidi nitro-muriatici diluti, f^ij.

Tincturae nucis vomicae, fgij.

Bismuthi subnitratis, ^ij. M.

One tablespoonful in a quarter of a tumbler of

water before each meal as a digestive tonic. This
prescription embraces the tonic properties of nux
vomica and the peculiar restorative influence of bis-

muth, with a fluid which resembles the gastric juice.

In many cases of habitual indigestion our author

has obtained from it the best results.

191. R. Quinise sulphatis, ^ij.

Ferri sulphatis, yj.
Acidi sulphurici aromaticae, gtt. x.

Muc. acaciae, q. s. M.
ft. massa. in pil. xx. div.

Or to be taken three times a day before each meal.

Northern Ohio Lunatic Asylum.

A correspondent of the Pittsburgh Commercial

gives the following account of a visit to the above

named institution

:

When the cars reached Newburgh, the site of the

Northern Ohio Lunatic Asylum, your correspondent

and others concluded to alight and visit the institu-

tion. We were amply repaid for our trouble. We
were cordially received by Bev. E. Curtis, the efficient

Chaplain, who conducted us around the beautiful

grounds, comprising sixty-five acres. Dr J. Mj
Lewis, the able Superintendent, accompanied us

over the entire building. This is a magnificent

stone edifice, six hundred feet long, including wings
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The main building is one hundred and twenty-five

feet wide and four stories high, the wings being but

three stories.

Three hundred patients can be conveniently ac-

commodated. The number now is two hundred

and ninty-four. After the destruction of the Asylum

at Columbus last fall, one hundred and fifteen of the

worst patients were brought here. Before this about

seven in ten of the inmates were convalescent, but

since this chronic accession the proportion is but one

in three.

This Institution was founded in 1855. It is now
under the direction of the following Board of

Trustees: W. C. Earl, President; W. H. Price,

Secretary ; S. H. Pitkin, Alexander Steele, M. D.,

John Hutchins, C. P. Lockwood. The officers are

as follows: Superintendent, J. M. Lewis, M. D.

;

First Assistant, S. H. Steward, M. D. ; Second As-

sistant, J. F. Hobson, M. D. : Steward, J. C. Sheets

;

Matron, Mrs. Julia Huntingdon
;

Chaplain, Rev. E.

Curtis. Aiding these are between forty and fifty

attendants.

The arrangements for the comfort and cure of the

patients are complete. For tidiness and cleanliness

no institution can surpass it. The annual expenses

are $65,000.

Pfeiffer's Vitalmeter.

There is on exhibition in New York, a curious

invention bearing the above name, and designed to

.give notice in cases of premature burial to persons

in the neighborhood of the grave, or, in fact, at any

distance from it. The apparatus, which is very

simple in construction, consists of a brass tube, 2|

inches in diameter, and of sufficient length to reach

from the coffin to the surface of the ground. In the

tube is a small brass rod terminating in a ball,

which rests on the breast of the corpse. At the

upper end of the tube are two electrical poles, posi-

tive and negative, connected by wires with an electro

galvanic battery.- The battery is connected to an

alarm bell placed in the room of the person having

charge of the cemetery. The slightest movement

on the part of the person in the coffin moves the rod

connected with the electrical poles, thus establishing

a current between the battery and the alarm bell.

The bell continues to ring until the current is broken.

Fresh air sufficient to sustain life passes into the

coffin through the tube, and the bad air passes off

through the same medium. As soon as decomposi-

tion takes place the tube is withdrawn. Mr. Pfeiffer

has remained over three hours under ground with-

out experiencing any bad effects from it. There is

no doubt but that it is admirably adapted for the

purpose intended, and its universal adoption would

no doubt prevent many deaths from premature

burial.
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Medical Education for Women.
o)

A New Yor k paper says : "Some years ago anum- lo

ber of lady medical students in this city forced their tt

way into Bellevue College, and, for a time, attended k

lectures and operations there—very disagreeably. j

as

They might now learn something from the Edin- s

burgh ladies who desire to become doctors. Finding' ci

their way to the University blocked, they have sent ca

in an appeal praying for admission to the matricu- m

lation examinations, and offering to pay the medical o
1

Professors liberally to lecture to them separately." A
better way for those ladies who will study medicine,

^
is to resort to the woman's medical college of this

a,

city, where they will find all the facilities for ac-
Ql

quiring a first class medical education. %

ei

New Color Test for Blood. 3

From some experiments made by Professor Bloxam ^

of King's College, in a public lecture, says the Lon-

don Lancet, it appears that the mixture of tincture
ti

of guaiacum and ozonized ether (that is to say, a
$

solution of peroxide of hydrogen in ether) instantly
SI

produces with blood or blood-stains a beautiful blue
fi

tint. Professor Bloxam mentioned that he had ex-
ffl

tracted a single linen fibre in the case of a blood-
p.

stain twenty years old, and with an almost inap-
fi

,

preciable amount of stain on it ; and had found the

characteristic blue color was immediately induced
E

by the test, and readily detected by microscopical
ffl

examination.
D

j

si
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tii

Physicians as Druggists.
ia

New Orleans, July 17, 1869.
p :

Editors Medical and Surgical Reporter :
jj,

I am glad to observe that the amendment to the
g

Code of Ethics proposed by me at the late meeting
jj

of the American Medical Association in this city, is
[\

receiving some attention. Discussion on the subject
ta

of mixing the business of the prescriber and dis-
jc

penser is needed, and will be sure to elucidate the v

true bearing of the case ; and I feel confident that ta

your present unfavorable view of the amendment r

will be changed, provided you are willing to recon- pi

sider the question. It is evident that you are labor- d

ing under a misconception of the reasons and ob- th

jects of this measure, and it may be that others fall sp

into a like error
; therefore, I crave your indulgence pt

and some little space in your journal to offer an ex- $

planation.
p£

The amendment is to apply only to " cities and
; ca

towns where the services of competent apothecaries j,

can conveniently be obtained." In the first place,

it may be assumed that physicians engage in the
t(

dispensing business for about the same reason that
^

Correspondence.
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other people do—to make money—not because they

love to handle and smell drugs, or intend to give

d them away, or sell them below the usual market

rates. It is purely a matter of commerce, and has

as little to do with benevolence and magnanimity as

1 any other branch of trade. In point of fact, physi-

\ cians in cities keep drug-stores simply because they

I cannot make a living in the legitimate practice of

\ medicine, or because they are not satisfied with its

own proper rewards.

;

It cannot be claimed that physicians are better

\

qualified to dispense medicines than " competent

' apothecaries." In New Orleans practising physicians

; never put their own hands to dispensing their pre-

scriptions; those who keep shops leaving this art

entirely to their clerks, and engaging in it simply as

a matter of trade and profit. I presume that this is

the case in other cities also.

1 This amendment seeks to draw no invidious dis-

tinction in respectability between prescribers and

dispensers ; both are respectable, so far as they pur-

sue their legitimate calling intelligently and hon-

estly. In cities there is a propensity on the part of

many individuals in both callings to trespass on the

province of the other—the apothecary to prescribe

over the counter, and the physician to keep a shop

—because neither party is satisfied with the emolu-

ments of his own proper business. Both, I think,

are wrong—the one, because he is doing what he

never was educated to do ; the other, because he is

sure to be demoralized by going beyond his proper

sphere.

This last consideration brings me to what you

characterize as " sufficiently vague," in the declara-

tion that " physicians should not allow their pecun-

iary interests to compromise their duties to their

patients." It is customary for our shop-keeping

doctors to have a consultation office contiguous to

the shop, and the whole establishment is styled an

Infirmary or Dispensary. It is always expected that

the prescription written by such a doctor will be

taken to his shop, and some of them write their pre-

scriptions in such language that they can be read no

where else. Now, we pray not to be led into temp-

tation
;

surely we should not run into it wilfully,

with our eyes open. When a practitioner desires a

profit on all the medicine prescribed by him, is it not

clear that he is constantly tempted to prescribe more

than the case actually requires ? On this point I

speak knowingly, having heard the complaints of

people who have been to these establishments, about

the quantities of medicine which they have had to

pay for. Poor and simple people patronize them be-

cause they are not charged for the advice, and are

not aware that the doctor is sure to reward Ms
benevolence out of the profits on the physic. Is it

not clear now, how one's duty to his patient may be

compromised ?

It may be said that this need not and ought not to

be. Physicians are human, like other people ; we
do not dwell in Utopia, nor already realize the per-

fection of the millenium. I speak of things which

actually exist under my own eyes, and which are

the natural outgrowth of making a vile trade of the

divine art of healing human maladies.

There is another piece of double-dealing covered

by this amendment, which is derogatory to profes-

sional honor, equally compromising of professional

duty, and deserving the reprobation of the highest

medical authority in the land : I mean the private

agreement so often entered into between apothecary

and physician, by which the latter receives from the

former a percentage on the price of medicines pre-

scribed by him. It is not expected that any legisla-

tion can suppress such offences ; but they are not

the less to be condemned, on the same ground that

we have statutes against the commission of sodomy
and other unnatural crimes, with scarcely a possi-

bility of obtaining conviction, however frequent

offenses may be.

The plea that this provision would trench on per-

sonal liberty, already holds against our code of

ethics, and against every code of laws ever enacted.

The curtailing of personal liberty alone gives us

security of life and property ; its judicious exercise

distinguishes civilization from barbarism; and any

recognized curtailing at all marks the boundary b-e

tween human intelligence and brute force.

You now see, Messrs. Editors, the abuses at which
this amendment aims. It is not expected that all,,

especially the last, can be suppressed by it ; and it

is only asked that the Association express its con-

demnation of such practices. Many of those who
fall under its reprobation do not hold allegiance to

the Association, and others bear it lightly. Some
would be deterred by the moral weight of the whole

body, and the public would be the gainers ; which
is, after all, the chief consideration.

Very respectfully,

S. S. Herrick.

Practical Becipes.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter :

I send you the following recipes which I have,

found of great value :

To relieve a common felon (" Paronychia.")

Pot. Permanganat £ii.

Aquse ^i.

Mix, and immerse the affected member in the solu-

tion for three minutes.

For Gonorrhoea

:

R. Oil Cubebs,

Oil Copaiba aa £iv.

Chloroform, gij.

Creasot, gtts v.

Mucilage Acacia, q.s. for ^iv*

Dose—Teaspoonful every four hours.
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I have used the above prescription with the

happiest results in the acute stage of the disease.

The creasote corrects the nausea consequent upon
the use of the oil. The chloroform relives the pain-

ful priapism. In conjunction, inject strong de-

coction of common black tea. Injection, however,

not to be employed until after the third or fourth

day. E. L. Massie, M. D.
Houston, Texas.

News and Miscellany.

Dr. Magin, Professor of Ophthalmology in

the University of Bologna, Italy, has gone to Lima,

Peru, to operate on a merchant for a cataract. Be-

sides the expenses of the journey for himself and
his assistants, he is to be paid a fee of one hundred
thousand francs, about twenty thousand dollars in

gold.

The Cincinnati College oe Medicine
and Suegeky.—The Cincinnati College of Medi-

cine and Surgery held its commencement. Dr.

Lilenthal, President of the Board of Trustees,

delivered an address, and presented diplomas to the

graduates.

Dr. C. F. Buckneb delivered the valedictory, and
the exercises closed with prayer by the Rev. W. T.
M00EE. The graduates, the Faculty, and invited

visitors, afterward repaired to Keppler's, and partook

of a collation. There were seventeen graduates.

[Notices inserted in this column gratis, any are solicited
from all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
ions of Societies at ten centsper line, ten words to a line.]

MAEEIED.

Clapham—Clapham. July 12th, by the Kev. Samuel
Carlisle, Edward Clapham, esq., M. D., L. R. C. S. C,
Professor of Anatomy, etc., Medical College, Iowa State
University, and Kate, only daughter of Glorer Clapman,
esq., of New York, deceased.

Croweil-Atkinson. July 27th, by the Rev. Samuel
M. Haskins, D. D., Rector of St. Marks, John M. Crowell,
of New York, and Frances I., daughter of William H.
Atkinson, of New York City.

Ellis—Byles. In Burlington, N. J., July 14th, by
Rev. William Allen Johnson, Rector of St. Mary's Church,
Charles Ellis, M. D., and Miss Elizabeth A. Byles, both
of Burlington.

Kblloo—Snow. July 22, at the residence of the bride's
parents, by the Rev. J. Hyatt Smith, of Brooklyn, Peter
C. Kellog of the latter place, and Julia, daughter of Dr.
R. G. Snow, «f Buffalo.

Marsden—Kelly. July 12th, by the Rev. Alfred
Louderhack, Dr. George F. Marsden, and Miss Bessie
Kelly, daughter of George Kelly, all of this city.

DIED.

Dalton. Suddenly, July 17th. Sarah Horton, daughter
of the late Warren Colburn, and wife of Dr. Edward B.
Dalton, of New York.

Earle.
N. Y.

Suddenly, July 19th, Dr. F. O. Earle, of Rye,

Legkjet. July 20th, at Flushing, L. I. , Francis P. Legget,.
eldest daughter of Dr. Charles P. and Ellen C. Legget,
aged 15 years and 6 months.

Martin. July 17th, at Boston, of paralysis, Mrs.
Lorena D. Martin, wife of Dr. Joseph Lloyd Martin, of
Baltimore.

Taylor. At Middletown, Ohio, July 15th, Elizabeth,,
wife of Dr. J. W. Taylor, aged 50 years.

QUERIES AND REPLIES.

Artificial Abortion—Messrs. Editors.—(< In the July
3d No. of your valuable journal there is an article on the
crime of infanticide in utero, committed by a professional
abortionist and reported by Dr Edwin M. Snow, Super-
intendent of Health of the city of Providence, R. I. I
would ask if it be a crime to destroy the foetus in utero
for vain and wicked purposes ; is it allowable to a physi-
sician when called in to a difficult labor and he resorts to
craniotimy, can he destroy the foetus and be clear of cen-
sure ? It" is a question that many physicians would like
to have answered. In works of Theology (Dens) the
physician is prohibited from destroying the child, even to
save the mother. The mother is rather to risk her own
life by an operation than to endanger the life of the child.
Will you give your opinion of this, to many physicians a
great difficulty, and oblige

Yours truly, T. J. Kennedy.
Castalian Springs, Tenn.

Ans. A few years ago the question here proposed was
brought before the Academy of Medicine of Brussels.

The Members ruled it out as inconvenant. We do not. It is,

in our opinion, perfectly proper to destroy the infant in

utero, when it is clear that, unless this is done, the mother
must perish. This, we know, is the usual view taken by
physicians in this country and Europe. We have repeat-

edly heard it taught in the medical schools of Paris. Ex-
cept on theoretical or theological grounds, it has no
opposers.

Dr. T. M. B.—l have a case, the symptoms of
which are as follows : The patient is frequently affected
with small white ulcerated spots on the tongue and mem-
brane of the mouth and lips, not many at once and
after remaining a few days they disappear to return in a
few days or weeks, they are generally accompauied with a
yellowish white coat on the tongue, and sometimes with
depression of sprits. If you can give me any information
as to cause or treatment it will be thankfully received."

Ans.—Use chlorate of potash, saturated solution, as a
wash. The same drug taking internally, would also be
useful, in all probability. Perhaps, too, iron is needed*

internally.

Dr. A. B. L., of Ind—The best pharmaceutical journals
are the American Journal of Pharmacy, the Detroit Re-
view of Medicine and Pharmacy, the Druggists Circular,
and the Journal of Applied Chemistry.

For information about the College of Pharmacy of this

city, apply to Wm. Proctor, Jr., 500 S. 9th St., Phila. and
about that at Detroit to Dr. Geo. P. Andrews, Detroit.

Dr. F. E. H., of —" What per cent, off published rates
can you buy recent medical works, such as Flint's Practice,
Thomas Disease of Women."
Answer.—In amounts over $50.00 we allow 5 per cent,

but under that amount we cannot allow a discount.

Dr. S. P. K., of N. J.—We cannot suggest treatment in
the case of Dyspepsia you mention, as it is impossible to
do so without a more intimate knowledge of the case than
you give us. We reccomend Budd on the Stomach, and
Chamber's Indigestion for your perusal.

Dr. M. C.,of Mass—We have none of the copies to
spare which contains Prof. Gross' address, but hope to
have them soon and will then send them to you.

Dr. W. M. M., of Pa—The yellow sulphite of arsenic is

known as orpiment, and is easily obtained from druggists.
Its use, however, must be limited, as it is a dangerous
poison.

Dr. S. L. D., of O.—A good case of dissecting instruments
about $10.00. They can be had, however, for;$5.00 or
$6.00.

Dr. S. I., of 111.—The price of Smith's Treatise on Dis-
eases of Children is $3.50.
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Communications.

CASE OF CHRONIC OTITIS INTERNA
"WITH ACUTE ATTACK EXTENDING
TO THE BRAIN, FOLLOWED BY
DEATH; WITH POST MORTEM EX-
AMINATION, etc.

By Laurence Turnbull, M. D.,

Surgeon to the Department of Diseases of the Eye and

Ear of the Howard Hospital, Phila.

Mary E. C, aged 15 years and 8 months.

About two years ago, 1866, suffered from an

acute attack of otitis externa from cold, in-

volving the membrana tympani. She applied

as a patient under my care at Howard Hos-

pital. She was treated by the application

of Tincture of Iodine over the mastoid pro-

cess, with active purgatives. When the acute

symptoms disappeared, the cleansing wash

of warm water was changed to a mild as-

tringent one, and she was put on the internal

use of the Syrup of the Iodide of Iron. After

a few visits she ceased her attendance. She

applied at the Hospital again, on the 14th of

December, 1868, -with an acute attack of otitis

interna; the pain was intense; parts swollen,

even the cheek on the left side ; the pain was

also over the occipital region. The history

given by her mother, an intelligent, but feeble

woman, was as follows : That the girl had re-

covered from her former attack with some loss

of hearing, with now and then some pain and

slight discharge from the ear. She was, how-

ever, affected at times with a distressing feel-

ing of giddiness, and had to give up part of

her occupation of pressing goods requiring

a stooping forward, and at times this feeling

was so strong that she was sure, had she not

taken hold of some object to support herself,

she would have fallen.

At the age offourteen she began to menstru'

ate, and always after, the flow came very free-

ly, even more in quantity than her mother at her

age
;
this, however, brought no relief to the

symptoms of giddiness, and yet she was bright,

cheerful, and her general health seemed other-

wise good.

As the external meatus was full of pus and
mucus, she was directed to have warm water

to wash the parts out with solution ar-

genti nitratis, applied to diminish the puss and
leeches at the lower part of the auricle, with

foot-baths and anodynes to relieve pain and
procure sleep. After the acute symptoms
had disappeared, blistering and cupping,

dressed with morphia, was freely employed

;

and, to affect the brain symptoms, large doses

of Bromide of Potassium and Iodide of Potas-

sium ; but most of these remedies were rejected

by the stomach, as there was constant vio-

lent vomiting— against which numerous
agents were employed, none of them pro-

curing much relief except small pieces of ice.

There was a constant tendency to constipa-

tion which was relieved chiefly by injections

of warm water. The chief point of pain was

from the top of the spinal column to the occi-

pital bone. Her pupils were generally con-

tracted with defective vision; pulse varying

from 70 to 90. During the last two weeks the

eyes became injected, and unless under the

influence of atropia, she was not able to see

at all distinctly.

January 26, Prof. James A. Meigs visited

the case with me in consultation, and con-

firmed my diagnosis that an abscess or ab-

scesses had formed on or in the brain ; he re-

commended the use of morphia to relieve

pain, and to continue the use of the bromide of

potassium and blistering. The ear still con-

tinued to discharge pus and mucous, and only

once blood, and once a piece of bone,

109
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was discharged, which was lost before I

had an opportunity of seeing it. Her head

was kept on a pillow, bent forward on her

chest, and if it was moved it gave her

great pain, and in one instance when moved
to change an under garment it produced

such a severe convulsive movement that

it was thought she was dead. There was

slight internal strabismus with a tendency in

the tongue to be protruded to the left side.

She discharged a considerable amount of mu-

cus, etc., by the mouth and nose, but never

had a cough or pain in her chest. She swal-

lowed without difficulty ; could move her arms

and limbs; her tongue was moist until two

days before her death, when it became al-

most black. She died, Feb. 15th, 1869,

without a struggle, singing a few hours be-

fore she passed away. She was deaf in the left

ear except after a free discharge ofpus or blood.

Post mortem 48 hours after death, assisted

by Dr. James Collins, Dr. J. S. Cohen and C.

S. Turnbull, medical student.

The incision was made through skin fascia

and muscles down to the bone on a line with

the ear, and the scalp dissected back to the

occiput, and forward, so as to expose the tem-

poral bone, cutting close to the bone and

zygomatic process ; the cranium was sawn
through posterior to the coronal suture, so

as to prevent deformity. A second incision

was made just above the temporal bone back

to the occipital bone and then the temporal

bone sawn down to the base, and by means
of the chisel the bone was separated so as to

obtain the bony portion of the ear entire to ex-

amine it. The brain was then removed, cut-

ting carefully into its membranes which were
slightly congested; veins very turgid; sur-

face of brain congested ; effusion in ventricle

Fig. 1.

containing three ounces of serum, and vessels

much distended, but no abscess in brain or on

its surface ; slight effusion in sheath of optic

nerve. The cerebellum was then removed ; it
j

was softened, and the left lobe, when cut into,
1

was found to contain a sac (Fig. 1,) of pyogenic

membrane containing about two ounces of

green pus, which did not separate when allowed

to stand. When examined by the microscope

there was seen true pus globules. There was
thickening of the membranes at this point, and

a necrosis of the bone opposite it into the

middle ear, as seen in the drawing (Fig. 2).

Fig. 2.

Examination of the bone removed.

The temporal bonewas deficient in size
,
slight-

ly necrosed, with a small necrosis, opening it

through the membranes into the cerebellum;

on the one side , and into the middle ear on the

other. This sinus was filled with dark colored

coagula.

The lining of the whole of the exte rnal

meatus was soft, elevated, and of a dark color

;

its surface was denuded of epidermis beneath

its purulent matter. There was but a small

rim of membrana tympani, and a part of one

of the small bones. Upon filing the bone

down to the semicircular canals, it was found

that they were also filled with this pus, etc.

By making a section with a very delicate saw
through the horizontal portion ofthese cavities,

the vestible and cochlea were exposed. A por-

tion of the membranous labyrinth was removed

and examined, and it was found to contain pus

globules. The nerve, as it passed from the

external ear to the brain, the portio dura, was
healthy, but the portio mollis of the seventh

pair, the auditory proper, was diseased.
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A portion of the brain, under the micro-

scope, was normal in structure , but the cerebel-

lum had lost its beautiful arbor vitse-like charac-

ter, its fibers being broken and softened.

Remarks.—This adds another proof that

abscess of the cerebellum produces no paralytic

symptoms, except, perhaps, of the chorda

tympani, affecting the tongue.

" It is usually supposed that lesions of the

cerebellum almost always produce paralytic

symptoms on the opposite side.* In Cruveil-

hier's case, where well-marked atrophy of the

left side of the cerebellum was found, no
paralysis existed.! In Schroeder Yan der

Kolk's case,t the paralysis was evidently the

result of the opposite atrophy of the cerebrum

;

the atrophy of the one hemisphere of the

cerebellum seemed in this instance to have

given rise to no symptoms."

There are many cases of abscesses, tumors,

etc., of the cerebellum that have been observed

in the human subject by A ndral and others

without any marked disturbance of the co-

ordinating power. In many cases, the injury

of the cerebellum in animals as a whole, in

experiments' by Flourens, Hartwich, Dalton,

and others, may be owing in part to the de-

struction or injury of a part of the optic tuber-

cle, which is so close to the cerebellum of the

pigeon, and therefore loss or injury of sight

would cause all sorts of irregular movements.

As also observed by Yan der Kolk.

Generally speaking, I suspect that the

phenomena of disturbed movement in vivisec-

tions after lesions of the cerebellum are to be

explained as the result of irritation conveyed

through the fibres of the pons varolii from the

cerebellum to the corpora pyramidalia,whereby

we can further easily account for the fact that

these lesions produce their effects on the op-

posite side, whither they are transferred

through the inferior decussation of the corpora

pyramidalia. The experiments of Flourens

and Hartwich, therefore, appear to him pro-

perly to prove nothing, for the direct influence

of the cerbellum on motion, much less on the

so-called co-ordination of movement, as we
see that in a frog, where the whole head with

the cerebellum is cut away, irritation of the

hind foot is capable of exciting, by reflexion,

jumps, and perfectly co-ordinate movements,

# Longet : " Traite de Physiologie," tome. 11, p. 260

t Cruveilhier : " Anat. Path.," livr. v. obs. 3 pi. v
X Case of Atrophy of the left hemisphere ofthe brain by

I. L. C. Schroeder Van der Kolk, Professor University
of Utrecht. Translated for the New Sydenham Society;
London, 1861.

the cause of which is, therefore, to be sought,

not in the cerebellum, but in the spinal cord."

This class of ear cases, according to Joyn-

bee, are remarkable and rare, for there is no

evidence to prove that the disease originated

elsewhere than in the meatus ; and it is appa-

rent, from the direct communication by blood-

vessels between the membranus meatus and
the bone forming the lateral sinius, that dis-

ease could be easily transferred from the in-

flamed meatus to the bone beneath. Most of

the instances which we have seen, and are also

recorded, are cases advancing from the tym-

panic cavity, or mastoid cells, outwards to the

meatus, in which process the cerebellum and

lateral sinus were implicated.

This affection is termed by Joynbee chronic

catarrh ofthe dermoid meatus and the mucus

membrane of the tympanum. We prefer the

name at the head of this article, as our dissec-

tion proves the disease ofthe bone.

PARTURIENT EFFECTS OF THE SUL-
PHATE OF MORPHIA,

By Harvey L. Byrd, M. D.,

Professor of Obstetrics in the Medical Department of
"Washington University, Baltimore, M. D.

It would be supererogatory labour, to enter,

into an anatomical description of the uterus,

or even to do more than allude to its chief

physiological function, where the therapeutical

action of a remedial agent upon its parturient

efforts is only to be noticed. It is recognized

anatomically as a hollow muscle—and it

doubtless has fibres passing in all directions

through its structure, though it maybe diffi-

cult to clearly demonstrate this last statement

under the scalpel, its physiological action dur-

ing gestation and parturition clearly estab-

lishes their existence.

At any point of view from which we may
contemplate this wonderful organ, the interest

which it inspires is found to be of the most
absorbing character; and we scarce know
where to stop when attempting to reduce our

thoughts and reflections to writing, in regard'

to it.

As my intention, however, is merely to

allude to a therapeutical fact, which has been

repeatedly demonstrated under my observa-

tion, during the past twelve years, I must con-

tent myself with merely calling the attention

of the profession to it for the present.

I state that I am about to record a thera-

peutical fact ; and though it may be familiar

to many physicians, yet there are some mem-
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bers of the profession with whom I have con-

versed, who were previously unacquainted

with its existence—I allude to the effects of

the sulph. morphia in increasing the parturient

efforts of the uterus.

I was called about 12 o'clock, on a cold

night during the winter of 1846, to visit Mrs.

C, of Georgetown, S. C, whom I found on my
arrival to be in labour with her first child.

My patient was about eighteen years of age,

delicate constitution, and of nervo-sanguin-

eous temperament. She experienced the pre-

monitory pains of labour, as I was told, about

7 o'clock, that evening, or about five hours

prior to my being sent for; and the pains

when I arrived were found to be frequent, but

feeble, and of short duration.

I found the os uteri dilated to the diameter

of about three-fourths of an inch, or a little

more ; and having ascertained that the head

presented, I determined to await the " action

of nature."

After remaining with my patient quite four

hours, and observing that the pains diminish-

ed, both in frequency and strength, I made
another per-vaginam examination, and ascer-

tained that but little advancement had taken

place in the dilatations of the os.

The pains having enfeebled her energies,

both physical and mental, I resolved to pro-

cure her the refreshing influences of sleep, of

which she had been wholly deprived from the

previous night. I accordingly divided a grain

of the sulph. morphia into three equal parts,

and gave her one of them, in a little water,

and requested her husband, her only attend-

ant, to repeat the dose if she did not sleep in

half an hour, and to give her the last dose in

an hour thereafter, if she still remained awake.
I returned home, and as I became comfortable

in bed, congratulated myself with having

made a prescription, which, I expected, would
enable my patient and myself to rest quietly

during the remainder of the night.

It is not difficult for a medical man to

imagine my annoyance and disappointment,

as I awoke by a furious rapping at my door,

and upon introducing my head from the street

window, to hear the husband of my patient

exclaim, "For God's sake, come down stairs,

and run to see my wife." I dressed with all

the dispatch I was capable of, and proceeded

at once to his house, which I reached in pre-

cisely one hour from the the time at which I

left it. Upon passing my hand between the

thighs of my patient in the direction of the

vulva, it encountered the Lead of the child

emerging into the world.

The labour was soon concluded ; and both
the mother and child did " as well as could

have been expected." The whole case I re-

garded at that time as a remarkable one, and
I thought that the morphia—two portions of

which she took—must have had something to

do with expediting the labour, though I had
never heard parturient properties ascribed to

it. On the contrary, I had been taught to re-

gard anodynes as possessing exactly opposite

effects. Some months after my patient had
recovered, I met her and inquired the history

of my hour's absence from her lying-in cham-

ber.

She stated that she felt a slight inclination

to sleep about 15 or 20 minutes after my de-

parture, but was prevented from doing so by

a rather violent return of the interim pains,

after which they continued to increase.

Her husband gave her the second dose at

the expiration of the half hour, as I had di-

rected him, after which a slight intermission

occurred for six or eight minutes, only to be

followed, however, by pains of greater frequen-

cy and intensity.

The history of the action of the sulph. of

morphia, in Mrs. C's. case, is but the proto-

type of dozens of others, so that now I seldom

administer a dose of morphia during labor,

except for its parturient effects. It is true

that in some cases its hypnotic effects are

prompt and pleasant ; but I prefer in almost

all of my cases to administer some of the

preparations of valerian when I wish to pro-

cure rest to my patient from harrassing labor

pains.

I do not regard morphia as possessing supe-

rior properties to the secale cornutum ; but I

believe it is as generally certain in its effects

as that article. Indeed, I have several times

administered the morphia with success in

arousing the dormant contractions of the

uterus when a genuine article of the secale

had failed in increasing, or rendering more
persistent the uterine contractions.

My friend and colleague, Prof. Steele, in-

forms me that he has frequently seen some of

the other preparations of opium act in a

similar manner to the salt of morphia, in in-

creasing the parturient efforts of the womb.
The above article was copied from the

Oglethorpe Medical and Surgical for June, 1858,

by my friend and student, Mr. Y, St. Clair
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McNider, under the impression that it would

be found useful as confirming the correctness

of the statements of Dr. P. C. Barker, on the

v action of opium upon the uterus, copied from
the New Y ork Medical Journal, in No. 3 cur-

rent volume of tbf* Reporter, if in no other

respect.

I will add, that after an experience of more
than twenty years with opium, and particularly

morphia, its most valuable preparation as a

promoter of uterine contractions, I am pie-

pared to fully endorse all that Dr. Barker has

said in commendation of its properties. The
journal in whichmy article originally appeared

was of limited circulation, and it probably

never met the eye of Dr. Barker, though I

find attention is drawn to it at page 529, vol.

Ill of the North American Medico- Chirurgical

Review for 1859, and it may also have been re-

ferred to by other exchanges.

HOSPITAL GLEANINGS.

By Jas. B. Burnet, M, D.,

Of Newark, N. J.

(Continued from page 49.)

No. III.

1 . GENERAL PARALYSIS FOLLOWING CONGER
TION OF THE SPINAL CORD.

This patient, a woman, after a hard morn-
ing's work in August, had lain down by an

open window while she was perspiring very

freely. She had not been asleep over an hour,

when she was awakened by a tingling sensa-

tion in her legs, as if they were asleep. Upon
trial, she found that she could scarcely walk.

This peculiar sensation and paralysis extended

up her thighs, and in the night she was
awakened by a similar sensation in her hands

and arms, and then found herself completely

paralyzed. One month after the attack, she

came into the Hospital, and was subjected to

various treatments. She steadily improved,

whatever way the treatment, whether bella-

donna, ergot, counter-irritation to the spine,

or tonics, and was discharged eight months

after the attack, perfectly well.

2. Abscess of Cerebellum.
This patient, a woman, was stout and healthy

looking. When admitted to the Ward, the

only thing she complained of was a great pain

behind her left ear. This pain extended down
her neck. After she had been in the Ward
about four days, without any previous serious

symptoms, she suddenly died. The autopsy
revealed an immense abscess, involving the

whole left lobe of the cerebellum, with the ex-,

ception of a thin covering of brain matter for

its walls. It had opened against the posterior

portion of the petrous portion of the temporal

bone, denuding it of its covering, and being
collected at the base of the brain.

3. Fracture of the 7th Cervical Ver-
tebra.

This patient, a man, shortly before his ad-,

mission, had fallen backwards and downwards,
a distance of several feet. He was in the fol-

lowing condition, when admitted : the only ex-

ternal mark of injury was upon the top of his

head ; no fracture of the skull was found.

He could talk a little, and was perfectly con-

scious. Below the neck there was total ab-

sence of motion and sensation, with partial

priapism. He suffered no pain. The dia-

phragm acted efficiently. He died 12 hours af-

ter the accident. The post-mortem examina-

tion revealed the body of the 7th cervical ver-

tebra fractured at its upper edge obliquely up-

wards and backwards into the intervertebral

substance between the sixth and seventh ver-

tebrae.

4. two cases of lumbar abscess.

A man, 30 years of age, was sent into the

Bellevue Hospital, who had been in quaran-

tine with typhoid symptoms. He was found

to have an abscess already opened upon his

right dorsum ilii, about three and one-half

inches below the crest. This abscess was dis-

charging profusely. He came into the ward
March 17th. On the 3d of April he showed
signs of peritonitis, and died on the 6th. He
had walked to the water-closet every day,

until his peritonitis came on. The peritonitis

was supposed to be due to the abscess, but dis-

eased vertebras were not suspected, as he had

given no symptoms of the disease. The autop-

sy revealed well-marked peritonitis, with a
half gallon of sero-purulent fluid in the abdom-

inal cavity. Following the course of the ab_

scess, it was found to communicate with the

last two lumbar vertebras, both of which were

soft from caries. The caries was connected to

the abscess by a sinus that led over the crest

of the ilium. This case was interesting on ac-

count of the fact that so large a man could go
around, almost up to the day of his death, with

such extensive caries of the vertebras, showing
that the tenderness and disposition to stoop

cannot always be relied upon in forming the

diagnosis of lumbar abscess.

Case 2. A woman, aged 26, was admitted to

fie Hospital on March 31. In November she
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felt a stiffness in the right groin, and on ex-

amination she found a small tumor, painful on

pressure , but of normal color. In three weeks

it suppurated, broke and discharged. Soon

after the left hip and thigh became painful,

something like the pain of rheumatism. She

was put upon tonics and cod-liver oil. A
probe introduced could detect no diseased

"bone, but the discharge and direction of the

senus, and the tenderness on pressure over

the sacrum, leave no room for doubt that the

patient has a lumbar abscess.

V. CASE OF APOPLEXY.

A man was brought into the Hospital in an
insensible condition, supposed to be suffering

from fracture of the skull. He died soon after:

At the antopsy a clot of very great size was
found to cover the right cerebral hemisphere.

The facts most worthy of note are that the

dilatation of the pupil and the paralysis were
on the right side. A clot was diagnosed be-

fore death, but it was supposed to be on the

left side.

6. CASE OF ENCEPHALOID DISEASE OF MAMMA.
Catharine Gilmartin, aged 40 years, was ad-

mitted to the Bellevue hospital on May 24th.

She gives the following history ofherself : One
year ago her breast began to swell, a fact

which she noticed accidently, and not from the

pain. It was unaltered in color, and painless.

After two months she poulticed it, when it be-

came painful and mottled. From the second
to the seventh month, it increased in size and
pain, and commenced to sprout out. At the
end of the tenth month, it was in its present

condition. She is unmarried—menses stopped
three months since. None of her relative ever
had cancer. Has never injured her breast.

The tumor at present is immense, having a
surface nearly circular of a diameter of seven
inches. Where this fungus looking mass is

attached to the breast, it is constricted and
like a pedicle. The mass is two inches thick.

The excrescence is very nodular and rough
looking, precisely like a boiled cauliflower. It

is covered with a thin, yellow, purulent dis-

charge, which is quite offensive. Her general
condition is very good.

EFFECTS OF CONTINUED ETHERIZA-
TION.

By M. L. Roland, A. A. S., U. S. A.
Of Fort Stockton, Texas.

In looking over the February numbers this

year I see an article quite suggestive of the

effect of chloroform and ether. The article

was taken from a Boston Medical Journal. I

recognize a very familiar name in Dr. Gilmer,

of Lowel, Massachusetts. He was on duty

with me at a General Hospital in Washington

city during the war. He alluded to the con-

tinuous effect of etherization upon the mental

economy, and it is inferred therefrom that its

continuous use will produce insanity, and he

also stated that he was on duty at a General

Hospital in D. C, and became aquainted with

a Surgeon who got in the habit of inhaling

ether for its exhilerating effects. He went in-

sane and was taken to an asylum. Curious

as it may be, I am the individual to whom he

alludes. I do not wish to offer any plea of de-

fence, for I do not suppose that it would be in

the least derogatory to a man's character to

be sent to an asylum when he was in pursuit

of truth, offering his body and mind a living

sacrifice attempting its divulgence. I am at

liberty to believe now that I enjoy a clear

head, free from the cob webs of delusion, and
I suppose that my position in active service in

the U. S- Army will ever veto the idea of my
being insane. I will not pretend to state the cost

both morally and socially of the etherical ex-

periment
;
yet it has torn every fibre of my

nature ; and yet, too, like the palm tree, I've

waxen stronger from oppression. In this

beautiful land and climate of Texas, I'm

breathing a free air, and now my mind is

poised too far above to receive the common
blows of man. But to my subject. Strange

as it may appear with all my delusions, or

hallucinations, or spiritual phenomena, I still

retained my balance, that is, I knew what I was
about, yet purpose yielded to the bewilderment

ofstrange visitations and I preferred to live in a

spectral realm instead of life's sober realities,

and it was in this happy, dreamy state of exis-

tence that I was escorted to an asylum for the

insane. Yet I was so ethereal with singing and
the like, that I knew what was transpiring and

but little cared, (for I was ethereally happy and
drunk when taken.) I took it two or three

times a week for about five months, and per-

ceived nothing remarkable in its effects till

about six weeks after that time, when I em-
barked upon a most hazardous undertaking.

Yet I knew the goal of truth laid in its folded

leaves and depths. Dr. Gilman states thatl used

the ether for its exhilerating effects. This state-

ment embodies a great question that makes the

scientific world stand aghast against the spir -

itual.

Now, I wish to keep within the bounds o
f



August 7, 1869.] Medical

common sense and ordinary comprehension.

I do not wish to dilate upon matters and things

too mythical. I wish to deal in realities, even

if they jump the bounds of the spiritual world.

This is an age of great development—an age

of conflict—an age of revelation. The human
mind accepts doctrines ofvarious kinds from in-

tuition, without demonstration or explanation
;

or, in other words, what the Christian calls

faith. 'Tis a great satisfaction to us poor mor-

tal worms of the dust to have positive demon-
strations—something tangible to the intellect

—something it can take hold of and then solve

the unexplained riddles, the mind and heart

sifting them to such an extent as at times to

drive both mad.

In giving my full experience with this re-

markable substance (iEther-Sulphuricus), I

wish to be correctly understood. I do not wish

the reader for a moment to suppose that I ac.

cept the delusion, or its representation, for a re-

ality, for then the world would pronounce me
mad and lunatic. If I say that I held intercourse

with spirits, and received information from
them on various scientific and spiritual things,

I will say that they were all mental creations

from a congested brain whilst under the influ-

ence of ^Etherization. I must do so to give

my pen sufficient latitude. Yet I must also

say that I do it with a reservation known only

to myself; but, before I say anything regard-

ing the unnatural world, it is better, I think,

to describe ether's direct effect upon the special

organs ofsensation. After its continuous use for

five months, I perceived that my sight became
intensified, and, more remarkably so my
organ of hearing. This was owing to conges-

tion of their center. The smallest vehicle

running along the street seemed like the rum-
bling of heavy artillery. Music was terribly

exaggerated to my ear. It came in heavy swells

and volumes. I could see away, away off into

the sky, which seems so very high. All ob-

jects to me retained their natural proportions,

yet my brain and mind were intensified, and I

enjoyed everything ten-fold. I must say I was
delightfully drunk. *

On one occasion I was walking down Penn-
sylvania avenue in Washington, on a moon-
light evening. As I was crossing it ; all of a

sudden the moon got going zig-zag down
south, but I stood up straight. I could not
understand, for the time being. I ran at my
full might and gave the alarm that the world
was coming to an end, as I thought really,

^octettes. 115

simply because I did actually see old Luna in

such a freak, and I was not aware that my
vision was disturbed. I accepted the evidence

of my senses. I forgot to state, relative to

intensification of the senses by ether, that my
organs of smell were most remarkably affected.

About this time I was in the country, and the

air was redolent with the most delightful per-

fumes ; when others inhaled the air they per-

ceived none, yet my olfactory organs did.

The air was laden with them, lulling my
senses in a dreamy repose. And as I looked

upon the green fields and trees they looked

floating and wave-like, and mingling with the

air. In this state I rode to the Asylum,

breathing the most delicious perfume, riding

amid the hills and trees, rolling in billows and
it seemed upon a cloud, singing an air from
Byron

:

I would I were a careless child

Still dwelling in my highland cave,

Or roaming through the dusky wtld,

Or bounding o'er the dark blue wave.

I was almost realizing the very tune I was
singing. This fact just shows we ought not,

as a rule, to accept the evidence of our senses,

for who knows when his senses are morbidly

deranged (speaking medically). The brain is

the receptaculum of impressions, and these

impressions are in direct 1 elation to its or-

gans' intensification. I have established this

by the use of ether. I have also intensified

the sensation of light by passing an electrical

current through my brain from the top of my
head. It passed somewhere in the brain,

through the fountain head of light, which is

of itself, in my candid opinion, purely sensa-

tional and subject to a positive demonstration.

Medical Societies.

YORK COUNTY (PA.) MEDICAL SOCIETY.
Recently the physicians of York county met at

Wrightsville, Pa., and formed the York County

Medical Society. A Constitution and By-Laws were

reported by the committee, and adopted. The
officers elected for the ensuing year were as follows :

B. F. Porter, M. D., President ; Y. Sappington, Jr.,

and S. Y. Finley,Vice-Presidents ; W. B. Bigler, Se-
cretary ; A. M. Ramsay, Assistant Secretary ; Jas. Y.
Bryan, Treasurer.

The meetings of the Society will be quarterly, on
the second Wednesdays of April, July, October and
November. Annual meeting in April of each year.

The next regular meeting will be on Wednesday,
October 13th, 1869, when papers will be read by
Drs. N. B. Bryan,Wm. B. Bigler, &c, and a discus-

sion come up on the the Epidemics of 1869.

W. B. Bigler, Sec'y.
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Periscope.

Syphilitic Insanity.

A case of this rare form of syphilitic disease is re-

ported by Dr. S. W. D. Williams, in the Journal of
Mental Science. As it is important to recognize
this Sequela of specific disease, we quote it.

F. P. Single, female, set 27 years. Admitted
into the Sussex Lunatic Asylum, Hayward's Heath,
2d June, 1867.

Histoey of Case.—No hereditary taint. Never
married. Never had children. Has led a life of in-

temperance and dissipation, and for some time past

has gained her living as a Brighton common prosti-

tute. She was admitted into the Brighton Work-
house about nine weeks ago, suffering from delirium

tremens and syphilis. When the more violent de-

lirium subsided she became depressed and hypo-
chondriacal, refused her food, and threatened to de-

stroy herself, and lapsed gradually into extremely
dirty habits.

State on Admission, (a.) Mentally.—She
appears to be suffering from a hypochondriacal
melancholy. She is low and depressed, and taciturn.

Sits apart from the society of others all her time,

brooding over her sins, wishing herself dead, and at

intervals exclaiming, " Oh, God, I am ready to die,

take me and give me a razor to cut my throat with."
She takes no thought whatever as to her personal
appearance, would not eat unless fed, and is perfectly

callous to the calls of nature. Yet her memory
appears to be good. If aroused out of her self-

egoism she will answer questions with intelligence,

and can give a collected account of herself and her
symptoms.

(b.) Physically.—She is very stout, and for a
person of her stature weighs heavily, but the muscles
are soft and flabby, and there is a deceptive sem-
blance of health about her pink cheeks. The heart's

action is at times irregular—now feeble—now rapid
—but there is no distinct bruit. Her lips are blue
and tongue white. There is a white discharge from
the vagina, and there are well marked evidences of
secondary and tertiary syphilis about her body.
Thus there are patches of venereal lichen about

the trunk and legs, there are condylomata on the
labia, and she owns to having suffered from a chronic

sore throat and offensive discharge from the nose
for some months.

At times she appeared to suffer severely from pains

in the head, especially at the left temple—indeed,

occasionally, she almost screamed aloud from the

pain, it was of so severe, although transitive, a

nature. This head-ache was at times accompanied

with vertigo and drumming in the ears, and appear-

ed to effect the sense of hearing considerably.* The
hides were frequently very contracted, but she

would not own to any defect of sight or double

vision.

Pkogkess of the Case. 1867, July 4th.—The
treatment ordered after admission was that the

bowels should be smartly purged to begin with, and
an occasional aperient given as required ; that she

should take a warm bath daily ; that her food should

be nutritious, but light and digestible, and that

stimulants be avoided. Appropriate remedies were

also ordered for the local discharge.

July 12th.—In many respects much improved.

The eruption is dying away, and the discharge has

ceased. She is more cheerful, less confused in her

ideas, and does a little odd-work about the house.

August 4th.—Had a fit of an epileptiform charac-

ter this morning which lasted for eight minutes.

She was severely convulsed, and quite lost her

consciousness. Was very confused for some time

afterwards, but towards evening recovered. The
eruption has returned

:

Ije. Totass. Iodid. ^ij.

Sp. Amnion. Aromat. fgiv.

Aquse, ad f^xij- M.
Sumat f^i ter die.

1868, January 7th.—A great change has gradually

come over her since the last entry. Instead of

being depressed and hypochondriacal, she has be-

come noisy and restless—extremely spiteful, especial-

ly to her fellow-patients, and very mischievous. The
eruption has again disappeared. There are no head

symptoms, and the medicine has been omitted.

She is working in the laundry, but is of little real

use.

April 7th.—Has been again complaining greatly

of pains in the head and vertigo. Her vision is

now undoubtedly becoming defective, and she gets

very deaf—together with these symptoms partial

paralysis has lately come on very slowly and almost

in; perceptibly. It affects chiefly the left side, and
more especially the arm. Mentally she is becoming

more demented, her memory is very bad, her habits

extremely filthy, and she sleeps or dozes away most

of her time.

# Dr. Ludgwig Meyer, in a paper published in the All-

gem. Zeitschrift fur Psychiatrie entitled Ueber Constitu-

tionelle Syphilis des Gehirns, found these symptoms in

nearly all the cases of Syphiloma of the Brain he records.
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To return to the Iodide of Potassium in increased

and increasing doses—and to have the most nourish-

ing diet.

June 23d.—Had a slight, paralytic seizure yester-

day, and was convulsed for a time. The face is

drawn awry—the left eye squints—the speech is

much affected, and she drags one leg a little. Her
appetite remains good, and she takes plenty of

food.

June 25th.—Has been very sick all to-day, bring-

ing up nearly everything she takes—she still eats

with avidity all that is given her.

Omit medicine and confine her to essence of beef-

tea and brandy for a time. Administer Hyd. c.

Cretse, gr. hi., three times a day.

July 6th.—Xo- improvement—remains very help-

less and debilitated Is almost quite deaf ; can only

just see sufficiently to crawl from one chair to another

—frequently vomits her food, and is altogether a

jitiable object. The administration of the mercury

was carried out until her gums were sore.

August 17th.—Was again convulsed for a time

to-day, and the paralysis of the right side of the

face has become much more marked, and her articu-

lation decidedly more indistinct. She now remains

in bed entirely.

September 4th.—Becomes slowly worse. The
paralysis increases, and her mind becomes more lost.

She obtained no benefit from the Iodide of Potas-

sium after a certain time, and none at all from the

salivation. Her case is, without a shadow of doubt,

a hopeless one as far as any remedial agents we are

acquainted with, and she is slowly drifting from bad

to worse. Under these circumstances it was de-

termined to try and obtain some syphilitic matter,

with which to inoculate her, after the plan so ardent-

ly recommended by Dr. Boeck, Professor of Medicine
in the University of Norway. In her hopeless con-

dition but little harm could be done and good might

arise.

For a time we were disappointed in obtaining

any matter, but at last one of the House Surgeons

to St. Bartholomew's Hospital sent us some. She

was inoculated in four places on the arm, and the

arm became somewhat inflamed, but no good pus-

tules were formed. In the meantime, she was

gradually sinking, and ultimately passed into a state

of coma, from which she never recovered, but died

on the 5th of October, 15 months after admission.

Post-mortem Examination.—Thirty-eight hours

after death
;
rigor mortis very marked, body emaci-

ated, bed-sore on coccyx.

Head.- The calvaria was very is regular in

thickness, being in some places so thin as to be al-

most translucent, and in others unusually thick;

very considerable force was required to separate it

from the dura mater, in which three or four small

gummy prominences were embedded—all being ap-

parently placed over the convolution of the longi-

tudinal fissure of the right hemisphere. On attempt-

ing to remove the brain from the skull, it was found

to be impossible to do so, owing to the middle lobe

being bound down with the three membranes in one

solid mass to the bone. On applying a little force

with the finger at this spot, it broke through into a

cyst, from which a quantity of thick pus of a slightly

green, creamy appearance escaped.

Most of the continental authorities appear to look

upon this glueing of the membranes and cortical

substance to the bone as almost pathognomonic of

syphilitic disease. It is noticed by MM. Gros and

Laucereaux in twenty-two out of thirty-one cases

recorded by them.

The brain was detached from the bone as cleanly

as possible, put in spirit, and sent forthwith to Dr.

Moxon, at Guy's Hospital. The following is the

result of his examination

:

"In the right hemisphere, close to the lower sur-

face at the junction of the middle and posterior lobes

of the cerebrum is a cyst of the size of a small plumb

it extends from the lateral ventricle to the surface,

being adherent to the dura mater at the surface, but

separated from the ventricle by a little softened brain

tissue. The cyst has a firm wall, which it is difficult

to tear. When torn, it parts in circumferential la-

minse ; it contains pulpy matter with irregular shreds.

The color of the contents is about that of milk of

sulphur. The microscopic examination of these

contents shows them to consist of lymphoid corpus-

cles, with semi-fibrilated intercellular material,

mostly cloudy and degenerated. The cells and in-

tercellular substance become free in the small patches.

The cyst wall is composed of more or less perfect

connective tissue.

" On the under surface of the anterior lobe near

the sylvian fissure is a small sulphur-colored patch

in the grey matter, which presents the same micro-

scopic appearances.

" In the posterior lobe of the left hemisphere on

its outer surface the dura mater is adherent to the

grey matter through the membranes for the space of

an inch. Under the adhesions the grey matter is

broken down. The most characteristically syphilitic

disease is found in the left sylvian fissure on the

middle lobe opposite the Island of Reil. Here is a

patch of the size of a bean in the grey matter coming

to the surface. The outer part of this patch is semi-

transparent, firm, and fibrous. The centre of the

patch is opaque and sulphur-colored, composed of

spindle-shaped and rounded elements. Deep in the

substance of the right corpus striatum is a soft patch,

and again in the anterior lobe of the right hemis-

phere, occupying the grey matter but extending into

the white, and not quite reaching the surface, is an

encysted collection of yellow matter with firm

parietes, similar in quality to that found in the lower

part of the right hemisphere.
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" There is a small patch of softening in the left

lobe of the cerebellum on its lower surface."

There was nothing abnormal in any of the tho-

racic organs or abdominal viscera.

Detection of Blood Stains.

Dr. Richardson, in the American Journal of

Medical Science, speaking of this subject, says

:

Although it must be admitted that the blood cor-

puscles of a few mammals approach so nearly in

size to those of man as to render their distinction

doubtful, yet for the practical testing of blood-stains

in criminal trials we will rarely find that such a de-

cision is necessary, since, as a rule, justice only re-

quires that a positive diagnosis shall be made be-

tween human blood and that of animals which are

commonly slaughtered for food, such as the ox, the

sheep, the pig, or of birds, as for example, chickens,

ducks, etc., in regard to all of which I believe when
the disks have not undergone disintegration, a first

rate 1-25 inch objective will enable us to determine

easily and beyond all question.

I would suggest to any one about undertaking

such an investigation, that he first accustom himself

to the appearance of decolorized blood corpuscles

and at the same time test the power of his instru-

ment by repeating the experiment I have detailed,

on a fragment of blood clot recently desiccated upon
paper or glass. Experience has shown that dried

stains upon hard, smooth surfaces, such as buttons,

studs, &c, most readily exhibit the corpuscles;

next to these in case of detection, are stains upon
paper collars or cuffs, and upon highly glazed linen,

then those upon unstarched muslin or linen; and

lastly, those upon cloth and other woollen fabrics.

In order to be forearmed against the objections of

ingenious counsel, he should in murder cases, wher-

ever practicable, be provided with spots made be-

fore witnesses, with fresh blood from the corpse

upon different unstained portions of the identical

articles of the supposed murderer's clothing, and

also with specimens of the blood dried in a thin film

upon glass slides, for the purpose of disproving any
hypothesis of leucocythemia, or other blood diseases,

which might alter the normal character or relative

proportion of the blood elements.

In examining the moistened clot, great care must

be taken to avoid any movement of cover upon the

slide, which, when it occurrs, often rolls the inter-

posed disk into an apparently homogeneous mass

;

and it is advisable to keep up a current of fresh

water, at least, until all tinge of colour is removed
from the clot, otherwise none but the granular

lymph corpuscles may be visible. Should any doubt

remain as to the identity of these bodies, it can be

set at rest by treating them with acetic acid or solu-

tion of analine, as noted in a paper on the Detec-

tion of Undiluted from those of Diluted Blood-

Stains, in the Medical and Surgical- Reporer,
January 9, 1869. In older to complete a chain of

evidence it is probable that the decolourized corpus-

cles in a fragment of clot after being rendered more

distinct by iodine, as above mentioned, might often

be demonstrated, if required in court, to intelligent

jurymen, especially where as surveyors, watchma-

kers, or engravers, the jurors were not unaccustomed

to the use of lenses.

It may not be out of place to subjoin a compari-

son of the relative delicacy of the different processes

recommended by medical jurists for the discovery

of blood-stains.

By the intricate and tedious method of M. Tar-

dieu (Fabre, Bibliotheque du Medicin Practicien,

torn. xv. p. 264, Paris, 1851). "A piece of linen or

cotton, which hardly contained 28 to 30 centigram-

mes (between four and five troy grains) of dried

blood furnished enough for the determination of its

nature."

A plan suggested by Dr. F. Runge, in which the

iron of the blood was tested for by ferrocyanide of

potassium, is spoken of by Dr. Fleming as being so

very delicate that a single drop of blood sufficed for

complete detection.

By spectrum analysis lately vaunted as successful

when ordinary microscopic examination fails, it is

claimed that l-1000th of a grain of dried blood may
be recognized, but no clue is thus afforded to the

animal from whence the vital fluid is derived.

Through the courtesy of Dr. Linderman, Direc-

tor, and Mr. J. R. Eckfelt, Chief Assayer of the

United States Mint, I was enabled to estimate the

delicacy of the microscopic test for blood, as follows

:

Upon a square of waxed paper determined.by Mr.

Eckfelt, on the accurate balance used for the Na-
tional Assays, to weigh exactly 48 milligrammes, I

made twenty dots of fresh blood from my finger,

which, when dry, added .4 of a milligramme to the

original weight, and consequently were each on an

average equivalent to about .02 of a milligramme, or

1-3200 of a troy grain nearly. The fourth part of

one of these spots weighing of course in round num-

bers 1-12000 of a grain, was detached with the point

of a cataract needle, and when moistened under the

1-25 showed many hundred well-defined red blood

corpuscles ; ten circular ones among them measured

with the micrometer averaged l-3494th of an inch

in diameter, and could, therefore, by this criterion of

superior size alone, be diagnosticated from the cor-

puscles of an ox, sheep, or pig, with the same feeling

of certainty with which any surgeon could testify

that a perforation of the skull only half an inch

across could not possibly have been made by any bullet

measuring an inch in diameter.

Bromide of Potassium in Tetanus.

Dr. Geo. Derby, of the City Hospital, Bos ton,

prints the following in the Boston Medical and Surg-

ical Journal

:

A Portuguese carpenter, 44 years old, fell from a

staging, May 12th, 1869, producing a fracture of the
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right thigh, in which* crepitus was found at two
points six inches apart, with much shortening be-

fore extension was applied. There was also a slight

scalp wound. This man was, during the first week,

in a depressed, lethargic, condition, answering when
roused, disinclined for food, frequently moaning al-

though denying pain, and with a very feeble pulse.

Pupils responding to light. On the eighth day there

was first remarked an inability to open the mouth
fairly, accompanied with stiffness of the neck. Next
day the trismus had become very marked, so that

the jaws could only be separated about a quarter of

an inch ; there was also oedema of the neck and of

the left side of the face, with an erysipelatous blush

behind the ear. The head could not be moved with-

out causing great suffering. This state of things con-

tinued four days, the patient being fed every hour

with small amounts of milk, beef tea and wine, al-

ternately. He also took one drachm of solution of

morphia every six horns. On the sixth day from

the occurrence of trismus there was an improvement

in all respects, which continued from day to day un-

til, on the 1st of June, all tetanic symptoms had dis-

appeared.

The next case was of a carpenter, 17 years old,

admitted June 6th, 1869. He reported that, two
weeks previous, the base of great toe of left foot was
punctured by a nail, and that, three days after, he

had painful stiffness of the jaw, neck and back, which

had continued to grow worse. Examination of foot

showed only a slightly red point at the place he had
indicated.

His condition was one of well-marked general te-

tanus. Opisthotonos. Neck, abdomen and legs

rigid. Movements of arms quite free. Jaws could

be separated only about a quarter of an inch, but

patient could swallow. Sardonic grin very marked.

Pulse 130. Bowels constipated. Occasional spasms,

causing the patient to cry out. He was ordered one

drop of croton oil, to be repeated if necessary, and

to be followed by liq. morphias gii. every four hours

with beef tea and whiskey at short intervals.

June 8th.—Condition rather worse. Convulsions

more frequent. Trunk as rigid as if frozen. Legs

immovable. Abundant sweating, accompanied by a

miliary eruption. No effect from three drops cro-

ton oil. Enema tube could not be forced through

the sphincter, except under ether. Could still swal-

low, and use his arms. He was ordered bromide of

potassium ^ ii. every hour, continuing beef tea and

whiskey, and omitting morphia. The next day a

slight improvement was noted. Convulsions were

less frequent, and the legs could be flexed by using a

good deal of force. The pulse had fallen to 65, at

about which point it subsequently remained. The

intelligence was dull, but the patient took his food

and medicine without much difficulty. From this

time the amendment was progressive, convulsions

ceasing entirely, and the rigidity of neck, back, jaws,

legs and abdomen diminishing daily, and for the most

part in the order named. As this improvement con-

tinued, the bromide of potassium was given less and
less frequently, until July 1st, when it was omitted

entirely. The amount taken during twenty-one days

was not far from twelve ounces. During the first

two days two scruples were given forty-two times

The only effects observed, other than a subsidence of

tetanus, were dullness of the intellect and slowness

of the pulse. On the 4th of July the patient was
discharged, well.

Retained Menses.

Dr. G. H. Evans, of Greenville, Tenn., writes to-

the Nashville Medical Journal :

July 29th, 1859, I was called to see Miss C,
aged 21 years. At the age of 14 years, symptoms,

of menstruation came on. She was pained severely

in the pelvic region and right hip, particularly in

the hip. She continued to be sick regularly every

four weeks, being pained severely for three or four

days at every period, until the time I saw her. But

there had never been the least discharge ofany kind

from the genitalia. The whole catalogue of old

women's remedies had been exhausted to try to

bring on the menstrual flow, but without effect-

Several physicians had treated her case with a like;

result. The warm hip bath afforded temporary re-

lief, which the mother invariably used at her per-

iods when she was suffering excruciating pains.

Her pains were similar to those of severe labor, be-

coming more severe at each period. Laterally, her

general health had begun to fail. She was becoming

pale and anaemic. Being satisfied from the history

of the case that there was some mechanical obstruc-

tion, I proposed first a vaginal examination. I

found the uterus greatly enlarged and considerably

prolapsed. On further examination with the specu-

lum, I found a complete atresia of the cervix uteri.

If there ever had been an os uteri, there was no evi-

dence of the fact now, not even the slightest cica-

trix. I saw I had a difficult case, and refused to-

proceed without consultation. Accordingly Dr. S.

B. Buchanan was called in. I visited the case with

him Aug. 20, 1864. He performed an operation

through the speculum by passing a very narrow bis-

toury through the cervix just where he thought the

os ought to be. The knife passed through at least

one inch of solid substance before entering the cav-

ity of the uterus. The opening was so small that

there was no discharge, nevertheless, there was

some little stain of a dark chocolate color on the

knife. The Doctor introduced a little lint, and left

the case to my charge. Aug. 26th, I visited the case

again and found the orifice entirely healed. I per-

formed the operation with a larger bistoury, but

with about the same results. I cauterized the

wound and introduced a bougie of large size, made
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of the bark of the TJlmus Pulva, for the purpose of

dilating the wound, with instructions for it to be re-

moved on the next day and a larger one introduced

if there should be no flow.

Two days later 1 was summoned hastily to her

bedside, the messenger stating that be did not think

she would be alive until we would reach the place.

On my arrival, to my great joy, I found her quite

comfortable and cheerful. The mother, previous to

my arrival, had removed the bougie and placed her

in the hip bath to relieve her excruciating pain, and

while sitting in the bath it broke loose, and discharg-

ed, according to the mother's statement, at least a gal-

lon of thick, tarry-looking menstrual fluid which had

been pent up for seven years, with complete relief

to the patient. The case was then visited every

other day for three months. The great difficulty in

the case was to keep the wound open, and to this

end the bougie had to be introduced every day,

which was proven by the fact that on one or two

occasions when the bougie was left off for only a

single day, it was with the greatest difficulty that it

could be introduced again. The wound discharged

matter profusely all the time. Finally I had to dis-

continue the bougie on account of hysteria, pro-

duced by the continued irritation. The patient was

very much reduced in flesh by the long-continued

discharge. I examined the wound two weeks after

treatment, the edges of which had healed kindly.

The os looked quite natural. I could pass a bougie

about three-fourths of an inch into the cervix, but

could not enter the body of the organ. The case

was then abandoned.

She reco\ered her health very rapidly, and after

the lapse of three months, she began to be unwell

regularly every four weeks as before the operation,

though not pained so severely. Still there was no

appearance of any discharge until Oct., 1868, a pe-

riod of three years and a half from the time the

treatment was abandoned, while she was enjoying

a hearty laugh, everything broke loose and there

was discharged a large quantity of menstrual fluid.

Since that time to the present, a period of six

months, she has menstruated regularly every four

weeks, and Is now in the enjoyment of excellent

health. She has been married for two years, has

never become enciente, and it is hoped she will not. i

Antiseptic Use of Carbolic Acid.

Dr. Joseph Bell, of Edinburgh, in the Medical

Journal, of that city, gives the following experience,

with this agent

:

Principle.—In using carbolic acid as an antisep-

tic, we do so with a double object, 1st, to exclude the

air and its contents by means of an antiseptic veil

—

we can do this in opening an abscess
;
2d, to get rid

oi the septic and pyogenic eflects of air which has

been already admitted, as in our treatment of com-

pound fractures, excisions of tumors, and amputa-

tions.

Methods.—When describing the different cases I

am briefly to bring before you, I will notice what
was done to each ; but it will simplify matters if I

first show the different preparations of carbolic acid

which we have been working with ; and the Society

will remember that the manipulative part of the

treatment is still in its infancy, in a transition stage,

and will, we have no doubt, greatly improve, speci-

ally in direction of simplicity.*

A. Carbolic Acid Lotion, or pure glacial acid

dissolved in water. This may be used in various

strengths, from 1 in 20 to 1 in 100, the stronger being

used for injecting old abscesses, and sinuses, washing

out recent wounds, etc. ; the weaker for disinfecting

sponges, cleaning stumps, etc.

B. Carbolic Acid and Linseed Oil.—a. 1-6, in

this the lint used as the antiseptic veil for opening

abscesses is steeped ; b. 1-12, of this the paste is pre-

pared, with which recent stumps are dressed.

C. Plasters composed of Shellac and Carbolic.—
These are of three different strengths, ot which the

first, 1-3 and 1-6 respectively, are used as antiseptic

protective plasters; the third (1-100) merely in cases

where the ordinary lead plaster would be used, with

the advantage that the carbolic acid corrects the

fcetor.

Cases.—Abscess.—1. Mr. J., a tall, strong young

man, showed me a very deep and large abscess in

the middle line of the back of the neck. It gave him
great pain, and his general health was beginning

to be affected. He was anxious not to leave his

office. I opened it by a deep incision, and let out

about ^ii. of very foetid pus. I used the antiseptic

veil of lint (in c. 1-6), fastening it tightly with plas-

ter. Next day there were only a few drops of serous

oozing, and I dressed it with the strongest carbolized

plaster ; and though the wound did not heal up for a

week, being large and deep, there was no more pus
;

the daily change of the plaster, with the usual cautions

against admissions of air, kept it perfectly sweet.

He had no pain, attended his office without losing

one hour, and there was no unpleasant smell. By
any other method of treatment it would have been

a case of constant poulticing for days together, he

could not have gone to his office from the quantity

and odour of the discharge, and the healing would

have been much less rapid.

2. Dr. Thatcher sent me a boy with an enor-

mous swelling of the cheek, of three weeks' standing,

depending on a periosteal abscess of the outside of

the body and ramus of the lower jaw, and pointing

into the neck. 1 evacuated about ^iii. of very foetid

* The exact proportions used at present by Mr. Lister,

are—
1. Watery Solutions a. 1-20, used for freshly-made

wounds before applying the plaster, or for injecting im-
pound fractures, etc., while changing dressings ; b. 1*4',

used in changing the dressings of open wounds.
2. Oily Substances.—a 1-4, in opening abscesses ; b. 1-10,

in cases where a. irritates ; c. 1-20, in places where the lac
plaster is too stimulating.

3. Glycerine Solution—1-4, used with an india-rubber
tube in dressing stumps.

4. Spirituous Solution.—

1

—5, for injecting old sinuses
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pus under the antiseptic veil, and on the third day

dressed it with the strong c. plaster only. My pre-

vious experience of such abscesses led me to expect

a long suppuration and an ugly scar. From the fourth

day there was no pus, and now there is no visible

scar whatever.

3. On 22d of February I evacuated sub-carboli-

cally, in Dr. Moir's presence, an abscess in the abdo-

men, which was pointing midway between the um-
bilicus and the left anterior superior spine of the

ilium, and which depended on disease of the verte-

bra—letting out from it at least ^xxxvi. of the most

foetid pus I have ever smelt. Without carbolic

acid I would have expected profuse suppuration,

probably blood-poisoning. It was dressed with the

carbolic paste.

"With it, next day, there had been considerable

purulent oozing ; smell not nearly so bad; no fever.

Third day.—Slight serous oozing; no smell; no

fever.

Sixth day.—Only about six or eight drops of

serum on the paste, with no smell. Patient perfect-

ly well. From this date there never had been any

pus, nothing beyond a thin, absolutely odorless,

serous oozing. The wound is now dressed every

fourth or fifth day, with a piece, of strong plaster

about two inches square. The patient has been out

walking, and feels no inconvenience whatever.

Compound Fracture.—J., set. 40, a labouror, was

sent in from Loanhead. His left arm had received

two tremendous blows from the handle of a crane

in rapid revolution. His injuries were—a very bad

compound comminuted fracture ot the left humerus

just above the elbow-joint. The fracture communi-
acted with two large lacerated wounds, each about

1| inches in length, and on each aspect of the limb.

He had also a most severe compound commin-
uted fracture of both radius and ulna of the same

side ; the forearm was bent at a right angle at the

fracture, and both bones projected through a wound
four inches in length over the dorsal aspect of the

ulnar edge of the forearm. The projecting portion of

the radius was completely stripped of its periosteum.

The ulna was comminuted, but did not project so

much, nor was any of it completely bare.

It seemed hardly possible to save the limb, and,

without the antiseptic treatment, I should have feared

profuse suppuration, hectic, perhaps pyaemia.

I cut off with a saw the projecting three inches of

radius, and then succeeded in replacing the bones,

and restoring great masses of exposed muscles. All

the wounds were then carefully and thoroughly

syringed out with carbolic acid lotion, and dressed

in the usual manner with lint soaked in acid and

oil ; the arm and forearm were placed at a right

angle, and protected with pasteboard splints.

I will not give a daily report. There was no sup-

puration from the deeper parts. The man never

lost his sleep, nor exhibited any signs of fever.

On the 14th day the arm wounds were so nearly

healed as to be dressed with dry lint. There was

still a large granulating wound in the forearm, with

tendency to protrusion of muscle.

On the 25th day the fractures of the humerus

were so far consolidated that passive movement of

the elbow was begun.

On the 32d day he was up and walking about.

He has now a useful arm, notwithstanding the

great loss of substance in the forearm.

Compound Dislocation of Elbow-Joint.—Mat-

thew Murray, £et. 32, was unloading a truck at Cneft's

station, when by a sudden movement of some other

trucks, his right arm was crushed between two buf-

fers. He sustained a compound dislocation of the

right elbow, the end of the humerus being forced

forward through a deep and long wound (about five

inches) in the front of the forearm. The ulnar

artery was torn across. He was at once seen by Dr.

J. Gairdner, who dressed the wound with carbolic

acid after Mr. Lister's method, reduced the disloca-

tion, and tied the ulnar where torn. He was then

sent into town by rail. I examined him in the eve-

ning, and finding the arm in excellent position, did

not disturb the lowest layer of lint, and merely re-

newed the upper layers.

This was done daily till the fifth day, when, for

the first time, the lower layer of lint was disturbed.

The wound was found almost consolidated,—only a

superficial granulating edge, five inches long, being

left.

He never had a bad symptom of any kind ; no

fever. Passive motion was commenced on the 18th

day, and on the 56th day he was dismissed, with a

very free amount of movement at the elbow in all

directions. The usual history of such accidents is a

very different one.

Injury of a Large Joint.—1. J. D., aged 52, on the

10th of August, was carrying a scythe, slipped his

foot, and fell on it, cutting right into his left knee-joint,

above the patella. This occurred before six in the

morning. It was bound up by his friends. He was

conveyed some miles in a cart, and then twenty-five

miles by rail, and admitted into hospital at 9:30.

A wound, four inches in length, was found extend-

ing from the inner and upper edge of the patella up-

wards and downwards. The tendon of the quadri-

ceps extensor was divided, and the knee joint open-

ed into by a hole which admitted the finger.

The house-surgeon sponged out the wound and

the upper portion of the joint with a solution ol

carbolic acid in five parts of boiled linseed oil,

stitched up the wound, and applied the usual

carbolic acid protective dressing. A Gooch splint

was put on behind the joint, and fastened by a figure-

of-eight bandage ; the limb laidupon an inclined plane,

and ice applied over all. Vesp. pidse 68.—Was
ordered m. 30 of sol. mur. morphice.

11th. No pain; ice conlinued
;
pulse 68.
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13th. Still quite well ; wound healed, but knee

slightly swollen
;
pulse 68.

20th. Still perfectly well
;
pulse 64 ; stitches taken

out to-day.

30th. Swelling completely gone.

2d. September.—Patient can flex and extend the

joint nearly as well as ever.

13th. Dismissed cured.

2. J. A., set. 13, was working in a factory in Leith

Walk on 2d of April. He was holding a piece of

wood below a steam-hammer, when a portion of the

wood flew out and struck him on the right knee-

joint. It inflicted a skin wound between two and

a-half and three inches in length, which exposed the

ligamentum patellae without dividing it, and, run-

ning right across the front of the joint, opened into

it on its inner side. Considerable venous oozing ex-

isted.

The wound and the exposed parts of the joint

were carefully washed out by Dr. Lawrie with a

watery solution of carbolic acid (strength 1-40),

then stitched up with catgut threads soaked in car-

bolic oil, and then dressed with a layer of the strong

plaster (1-3), covered by oil silk.

3d April.—Slight oozing of bloody serum ; no pu-

rification.

4th. This has much diminished ; Gooch splint put

on behind.

5th. There is now no discharge.

6th. The dressing is merely tinged with yellowish

serum.

7th. To day the limb was not disturbed. There

is no pain ; no fceter. The boy's pulse, which was

80 on admission, has never risen above 84. His

tongue is clean, and there has been no fever.

Wound is now (April 15) almost healed. There

has been no inflammation of the joint, nor any sup-

puration.

Carbolised Oil in Paracentesis Thoracis.

Henry Banks Spenceb, M. D., writes to the

British Medical Journal:

I have been able to meet with but one or two re-

corded cases of the use of carbolic acid to prevent

decomposition of the fluid in the pleura after para-

centesis. Having recently had a case under my
care in which it was of the greatest service, I have

ventured to send a very short account of it. The
patient was a little girl nine years old, and the whole

left pleura was full of some fluid—pus, as I believed.

Having seen the case in conjunction with Dr. Tuck-

well, and determined upon operating, I made an ex-

ploratory puncture with a grooved needle dipped in

carbolised oil (one part of acid to four of oil), on
August 30th, 1868. This having demonstrated the

presence of pus, a hydrocele trocar, dipped in car-

bolised oil, was thrust into the side of the chest, be-

tween the fifth and sixth ribs. About a pint of pus

escaped under a large fold of lint, also steeped in the

carbolised oil. The canula was, for a fe „ hours,

left in ; and the wound was carefully covered by the

carbolised lint, which latter the friends of the patient

were desired to keep well soaked with the carbolised

oil without ever removing it. The canula was
soon the cause of considerable discomfort and was
removed, the lint being still carefully kept over the

wound. The discharge ceased in a few hours , and
pus soon began to accumulate within ; so much so,,

that it was necessary to operate again on September

1st. This time, a scalpel, dipped in the carbolised

oil, was used, and the operation was done under the

protection of the carbolic curtain, a pint and a half

of pus flowing at once from the wound. A piece of

flexible catheter, also, of course, carbolised, was
now, at Dr. Tuckwell's suggestion, tied in and
through it ; the pus flowed for about a fortnight^

when the catheter was removed. The wound was
then simply protected with the oiled lint, under
which pus continued to flow more or less till about

the middle of October. During the whole of this

time there was not the slightest fetidity of the pus

—

it being on the last day of discharge as inodorous as

on the first ; and all the trouble and annoyance to

the child of repeated antiseptic injections were

spared. No case of the kind could have proceeded

better
;

as, from the date of the second operation,

the child, without a bad symptom of any kind,

steadily progressed towards recovery, and is now,
(March 6th) in her usual good health.

The Profession in England—Doctors have a
Hard Time in the Mother Country.

The following case is reported in a recent English

journal. Mr. Richard Summers, surgeon, of Cwm
Harrold, near Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire, at the

last County Court held there, sued a carpenter for

13s. 6d. The services for which he claimed were,

riding five miles on a dark, wet night, to see the de-

fendant's wite—10s. was charged for the visit, and

3s. 6d. for medicine. The judge (Mr. Terrill) con-

sidered the charge exorbitant, and reduced the debt

to 5s. The plaintiff expressed a wish that all per-

sons were paid for their work on a similar scale

;

whereupon the judge had him taken into custody for

contempt of court. After being detained till the

close of the day's business, the doctor apologised for

the " objectionable remarks, if any," made by him^

and was released. Technically, Mr. Summers may
have been blameable for the remark which he made.

But the provocation which he received goes far to

justify him. The amount to which his claim was
cut down by the judge was ridiculously small. The
judge is reported to have said that he would make
no difference between the day and the night services

of medical men. Would a member of the legal

profession, or even a working man, consider five
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shillings a sufficient remuneration for a journey of

eight miles in the night in bad weather—to say no_

thing of the exercise of professional skill ? We
think that Mr. Summers was harshly and unfairly

treated.

Inflammation of the Tympanum.
* Mr. James Hinton, M. R. C. S., Aural Surgeon to

Guy's Hospital, London, contributes to the Archives

of Ophthalmology and Otology the following:

I trust that the two following cases will not be

without interest. The first exhibits the history of

an ultimately fatal disease of the tympanum, as it

was observed at intervals for some years before any

threatening symptoms set in. Though post mortem

details are wanting, yet the general character of the

cause of death does not admit of doubt, and it is pos-

sible that the practiced eye may discern in my re-

port indications of the serious character of the dis-

ease which at the time escaped my observation. At

any rate, such were some of the previous symptoms,

and such the final issue.

The second case was a striking instance of imme-
diate and permanent relief given to very distressing

symptoms of local and general irritation, and the re-

newal of polypoid growths, and the evacuation of re-

tained discharge from behind them. I am induced to

place the two cases together, possibly from a feeling

that they constitute a natural contrast.

Case I.

—

Chronic Disease of Eight Tympanum,
ascribed toablow in childhood ; repeated formation

of polypus ; death, with symptoms of extension of

disease to the brain.

W. L., set 35, of healthy constitution but intem-

perate habits, consulted me on December 5th, 1864.

Had been subject to attacks of severe pain and dis-

tress with discharge in the right ear since the age of

> eleven. The cause he believed tohave been frequent

i boxing of the ears. Until three or four weeks ago

: the left ear had been fairly good ; but at that time

; pain came on in it more severe than ever it had been

in the right. Four years, and again two years pre-

viously, he had consulted Mr. Toynbee, who said

1 there was a polypus m the right ear.

Since the affection which proved fatal arose in
!

I

connection with the right ear, I may merely say, re-

specting the left, that a fibro-cellular polypus de-

/ veloped itself at the root of the meatus, close to the

f
1
membrane, which was thick but not perforated.

• Repeated inflation of the ear improved the hearing,

>
I

the polypus was removed, and a lotion of Tinct.

Iodin. (rr\,xx—^ i) employed, followed by astringents.

e
j

Alum was applied to the throat and tonics given.

- The growth entirely disappeared, and the membrane
«

I

became natural ; but the meatus remained prone to

il I become irritable at times, and to secrete an excess

« Df epidermis. Otherwise, the condition of the left

Bar continued satisfactory, with the exception of

I

occasional and easily removed Eustachian obstruc-

tion.

The right membrana tympania was white, con-

cave, and of a rigid look. There was a slight dis-

charge from the meatus. A loud voice only heard.

On blowing air into the nostril, while the patient

swallowed, it entered the tympanum with a loud click,

and the hearing greatly improved. (Watch, six in-

ches.) Throat red and tumid, tonsils swollen.

Gargle of alum and ginger. (Jng. Hydr. and pot,

iod. around the ears.

The tympanum was again inflated, with slight im-

provement on the 6th and 8th, after which he was

himself able to force in air. M. T. of a slight pink-

ish hue and less concave. A little discharge con-

tinued. The tuning fork placed on the head was
heard pretty well

;
closing the meatus increased the

sound. After a Tukish bath on the 10th, the hear-

ing was worse again, and there was some resistance

to the inflation of the tympanum, which was also

less effective than before. On the 14th, after a crack

in the ear, the hearing improved for a time. On the

16th the Eustachian catheter was passed; the air

entered with a dry, rough sound, improving the

hearing to five inches. The patient now went to

Normandy. In June, after an offensive discharge

for about a month, for which a lotion of perman-

ganate of potash was used, a firm, fleshy mass, about

the size of a pea, was tsyringed from the right ear.

The discharge ceased for a month, and then soon

disappeared again, under treatment by mineral acids

and purgatives, and a lotion of chlorate of potash

and opium.

After six months (Feb. 28, 1866) I again saw the

patient. The ears had been quite well and the hear-

ing good (" almost too good," he said), until about

14 days. Then, without apparent cause, the

left ear began to discharge, and the hearing on both

sides became dull. Watch, each side, contact. In

each meatus, at the internal part, there was some

hypertrophy of the bony walls. The right mem-
brane presented a pale red surface, of irregular as-

pect, in which the malleus could scarcely be dis-

tinguished. (Congestion and swelling, apparently,

of the dermoid layer.) Inflation raised the hearing

to six inches. After a month the hearing continued

good ; no discharge ; the membrane had a dry, flat

appearance, Eustachian tube pervious.

Shortly after he had a severe attack of delirium

tremens ; after which by his wife's account he be-

came quite temperate in his habits. He continued,

however, to smoke about twelve cigars a day. I did

not see him again for upward of two years, June

6th, 1868. The left ear was then fairly well, but he

had had a little pain in the right at times. I found

a fat, fleshy growth filling the bottom of the meatus,

and a little pus escaped when the probe was intro-

duced beneath it. It was touched with tine, chlor.

Air introduced by the Eustachian catheter passed
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but not freely, through the membrane. Accord-

ingly a few drops of a solution of pot. bicarb, (gr.

vj

—

%i) were syringed through the catheter with the

view of facilitating the escape of matter. Lig.

plumbi gij aq. ^i to be applied warm to the right

ear
;
powdered alum mixed with sugar to be blown

into the fauces by means of a curved tube. I had

from the first warned the patient's friends, that with

his habits the disease of the ear might at any time

become of a serious character, but at this time I de-

tected no specially threatening symptom. He did

not remain under my care, and the next informa-

tion I received was that he had died ten weeks later

(August 12th). On July 2d, he went to Dunkirk,

still suffering from occasional pain in the ear, but

seeming, in his wife's opinion, no way worse. At

the end of the month (about three weeks before his

death), he was exposed to a very hot sun, and com-

plained of great pain in the head. He had looked

ill a few days before, and had suffered increased

pain in the ear after going into the sun or after

smoking, but had never before spoken of pain in the

head. He was at first treated for brain fever;

leeches were afterward applied to the ear. No
swelling over the mastoid process or elsewhere was

observed by his wife. About three days before his

death the discharge from the ear entirely ceased, and
for the last two hours matter ran from the right

nostril. He was not convulsed nor paralyzed. No
post mortem was made.

Case H.

—

Inflammation of Tympanum, with

formation of Polypifollowing scarlatina at twelve,

and continuing forty years ; frequent severe pains

in the head, removal of Polypus and retained se-

cretion ; entire relief.

W. I. B., get. 52, a healthy man, consulted me on

26th March, 1867. Ever since scar atina at the age

of twelve, had been subject to occasional discharge

from both ears, with deafness, generally not severe,

but at times much aggravated. In the left side

there was a constant sense of discomfort, and the

attacks of discharge were generally attended with

pain in the ear and at the back of the head, which

had lately become more severe. He could some-

times pass air through each tympanum. No tinni-

tus. A polypus had been long discovered in the left

ear, but his medical attendant had declined to re-

move it, fearing lest irritation of the brain should

ensue. On right side, watch heard on contact
;

left,

a loud crack of the nail at three inches.

Right, M. T. red at the upper part
;
interiorly it

seemed thinned in patches, and a little below the

center was a small orifice, about half a line in diam-

eter. No discharge. Passing air through the Eu-

stachian tube improved the hearing slightly. The

left meatus was filled with a polypoid mass, which

on examination appeared to consist of five, more or

less, distinct growths. Of these, four were re-

moved
;
one, which protuded nearly to the orifice

was of a bright red color, and had its origin from the

floor of the meatus ; and three others, of smaller

size, which evidently grew from the internal wall of

the tympanum. There was a fifth, but this was not

touched . After the removal of the growths, a dirtyJsp

white surface was exposed. This consisted oi h

masses of inspissated discharge, several of whicl

were removed by the syringe, aided by inflation of

the ear—air passing very freely through the Eus ; |

tachian tube. In fact, the tympanic cavity ap-i
p

peared to have been filled with this kind of ®
matter. After its removal, the watch was heard a

halfan inch. A blister was applied behind the ear

and the exposed surface of the tympanum wa;

cleansed and dried and dressed daily, for a week |
with powdered talc to which a little morphia hac i

been added. It rapidly assumed a dry and health} L

appearance and the remaining polypus shriveled up
^

Immediately after the removal of the polypi the irri

tation abated ; it soon ceased entirely and has no

returned. The hearing continues (after 18 months*^
fairly good; the Eustachian tube is freely pervious L

and the exposed surface, though tumid and of dari ...

red color, is entirely free from, discharge or tender,

dess. No vestige of membrane or ossicula isvisible*,.

Soon after the removal of tne polypi from the lef

ear the right ear took on a slight attack of inflamma

tion, and was for some days very tender and painful

the meatus being swollen and the Eustachian tub*

closed. This attack soon abated, and by the aid o; r
t

lotions of sulphate of zinc, or borax, and opium, witl f
alum to the throat, the hearing has improved, bu fc:

the left has been the better ear.

Experimental Studies in Kegard to Burns anc fd

Scalds Made Upon the Dog.
A German pamphlet by Dr. Or. Wertheim is re

[](

viewed in the Edinburg MedicalJournal, which con ^

tains the results obtained by burning and scaldin,
[a

about thirty dogs in regard to,—1st, The local tern ^
perature produced by burning certain substance m

upon the surface of the body
;

2d, The manner i:

which this local increase of temperature extends ove, L
neighboring parts, and the mode in which this ir ^
creased temperature dies off

;
3d, The histologics L

alterations produced locally and generally by burn L
and scalds. Medium-sized dogs alone were mad k

use of. Some of these were narcotized by the ir
ephj

jection of half a drachm of tincture of opium int
fetii

the crural vein, the others by chloroform inhalation! i-

The latter method was employed when the bloo
^

was to be examined, the former in all other casej L
The burns were produced by sponging the ches L
and bellies of the dogs with oil of turpentine, five c L
ten times in quick succession, setting fire to it eac i

]

time ; the scalds, by pouring over similar parts eigl jut

ounces of boiling water nine times in quick succe^

sion.
' b

The results obtained were,—1st, All the dogs died W
either in a few hours or at the latest after five day? fa
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[ 2d, Excision of a portion of skin, corresponding in

q
position and extent to that burned, had no injurious

): effect on three dogs on which it was performed.

f>For the first few days the wound was covered with

Sponge, no attention was subsequently paid them,

10 and the wounds healed most kindly. 3d, In three

* cases the burned portion of skin was excised, two,

t'five, and fourteen hours after the burning. All the

J three dogs died twenty-four hours after the burning,

f

I This experiment was made before the author be-

came aware of certain alterations in the blood, sub-

sequently ascertained to be the result of combustion.

Mth, The original temperature of the bodies of the

\animals having been ascertained by a thermometer,

^ inserted into the cellular tissue beneath the skin, to

11 be about 95 degrees, F., it was found to rise, incon-

sequence of repeated acts of combustion, in one case
[

l to 129*2 degrees, F., in a second to 14*7-2 degrees,

F., in a third to 163-4 degrees, F., and in a fourth
10 (a case of scalding) to 132-8 degrees, F. These con-

siderable differences depend entirely on the amount

of combustible material employed. The experiments

themselves show that each new application, when
made while the increased temperature already pro-

duced still lasted, was always followed by a fresh in-

crease.

About two inches distant from the burned spot,

the temperature of the animal continued normal

lithroughout the whole experiment. 5th, The histo-

logical alterations found on the burned patches

were,—carbonization of the horny and partly of the

Malpighian layer of the cuticle
;
integrity of the pap-

llse, with this exception that along the capillaries

^md in their cellular sheaths there were numerous
leposits of melanine in molecules and flocculi ; in

[^Wealds there was separation in ragged patches of the

mti'dorny portions of the epidermis, the other appear-

ances being similar to those observed in burns. 6th,

moWhen burns or scalds were produced on the dead

cejsoodies of animals, the alterations of the cuticle were

imilar to those described, but the copious deposit of

¥p nelanine was constantly absent, only trifling traces

f that body being found in such cases. 7th, In all

cases of death from burns or scalds there were con-

tantly observed in the kidneys that form of degen-

ration known by the term acute desquamative

, inja ephritis, and which our author regards as repre-

int )i enting in these cases " a progressive " stage of

00P Wright's disease. After severe burns, etc., blood, or

low rystals of hsemine, were also found accumulated in

uesp le Malpighian bodies, the convoluted and straight

br ibes. 8th, In one case a copious deposit of blood-

•

e oo
rystals was found in the capillaries of the arachnoid.

th, The most important result of burning is a con-

jo]) i ;ant anatomical alteration of the blood, consisting

1 the formation of numerous corpuscles, ranging in

ze from 0-004mm or 0-001m m down to small mo-

il

Jcules. which, in colour and in optical and chem-

ical relations, perfectly agree with the red corpuscles

from which they are derived, separating from them
in consequence of the heat to which they have been

exposed. 10th, The narcosis was produced by the

injection of tincture of opium into the crural vein,

when the alterations in the organs of the anima
were being investigated.

Reviews and Book Notices.

Descriptive Catalogue of the Pathological Mu*
seum of the Pennsylvania Hospital. By William
Peppek, M. D. Philadelphia, 1869. 1 vol.,

cloth, pp. 125. Published by the Board of Mana-
gers. For sale by Lindsay & Blakiston. Price,

$1.50.

This catalogue is based upon one written by Dr.

Mokton, but is so much extended and improved

that it may be regarded as a new work. There are

about 1800 specimens in the museum of the hospital,

many of them of very great interest, and highly in-

structive. Only the more valuable are described.

The descriptions usually occupy from half a dozen,

to a dozen lines, and are clear and pointed. Statis-

tics of the case from which each is taken, are often

appended. Such a work will, no doubt, be most
favorably received by pathologists.

Proceedings of the State Medical Society of
Kentucky, Fourteenth Annual Meeting. Louis-

ville, Ky., 1869. 1 vol., pp. 111.

This report embraces the minutes of the meeting,

the President's Address, an article by Dr. T. E. Jen-

kins, on the Exhibition Universelle, reports on ethics,

vaccination, the indigenous botany of Kentucky, on
obstetrics, and on pharmacy. Dr. G. W. Bayless

adds a surgical paper on five cases of bone disease

from common causes, with the results of operative

procedures. The reports on pharmacy, by Dr. Jen-

kins, and that of the botany of Kentucky are very

satisfactory. We do not doubt that they will be

thoroughly appreciated.

The Italian War of 1859.

The medical and surgical history of the Italian

campaign of 1859, has just been completed by Dr.
Chenu, the well-known author of the large statistical

work on the French Army during the Eastern cam-
paign of 1854-56. This new work on the Italian

campaign is the result of several years' incessant

labor. It is published in two thick quarto volumes,

and is accompanied by an atlas. The first copy of
the work issued was presented, on Sunday last, to

the Emperor Napoleon, by Baron Larrey, who was
Surgeon-in-Chief of the French army in the war of

1859, and who is now at the head of the Army
Medical Service in France.
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MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER.

" PHILADELPHIA, AUGTST 7, 1869.

S. W. BUTLER, M. D. , & D. G. BRINTON, M. D., Eds

18^" Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,
News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liber aliy paid for.

6^" To insure publication, articles must be practical,

brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

We particularly value the practical experience of coun-

try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

TO SUBSCRIBEES.

The 21st volume of the Medical and Sur-

gical Reporter began on July 3rd. A
large number of subscriptions are due from

that date, and we look to a prompt response

to the bills already sent out and being sent.

—

Our bills always call for PAYMENT IN AD-

VANCE.

As we are about to reduce our stock of odd

back numbers of the Reporter, in order to

make room, it is desirable that all who wish

to complete their files should notify us by the

10th of August. Bills will be sent with the

numbers ordered.

We can still supply a few complete sets or

volumes from the commencement, bound or un-

bound. They should be applied for soon, as

they will soon be exhausted.

DEGREES, HONORARY AND WITHOUT
HONOR.

"We have recently learned how " Collegiate

Agencies" are conducted. It is a dodge that

illustrates so well the side-shows by which

one-horse medical colleges make both ends

meet, that it is worth while to disclose the

procedures. It is well known that in several

States laws have been passed by which no

person is allowed to practice medicine unless

he has a diploma conferring upon him the

title of M. D. This piece of sheepskin en-

grossed with his name in German text and

either in inferior Latin or inflated English is

prima facie evidence that he is fully compe-

tent to wield all the weapons of the physician's

armamentarium against diseases.

Who of the laity would dare question hi
|

skill when he can point to this venerated doc!

ument (usually hanging conspicuously in agil i

frame on his office wall) ? Who can doubt th(

depth of his knowledge when he can poinj

triumphantly to this silent yet eloquent wit

ness ? Still more, who can summon him be
fore the squire for practicing without a dipk

ma, when this document is ever in full view

But as many a hospital steward after tb
war set himself up as doctor, and as man;

another without one quarter the practica

skill of a good hospital steward, claims on e

strip of tin under his windows the title of M.D.,

it became quite necessary to have some simple

cheap, and easy way of providing such gentle
j

men with diplomas. Of course they could noli

be expected to attend lectures, and still lesi

to pass an examination except in form, so th<

object was to provide them with this certifi!

cate of studies commenced and completed

without any study being required.

Here the excellent idea of " honorary del

grees" comes in. Any half dozen medica

men can form a college, print a lot of circulars)

and announce their intention to instruct youth

give ad eundem tickets, and confer honorary

degrees.

The collegiate agent is the go-between

The^buyer of the diploma appeals to him

sends certain papers attesting his own mora
and professional character, how long he hai

been in practice, what and where he studiedj

adds a recommendation signed by severa

doctors of the same stripe as himself, and en

closes say $50,00. The agent pockets 25 oi

this, and remits the balance to the faculty

of the college with the papers of the appli

cant, adding such confirmatory matter respectj

ing said applicant's fitness as he can think of,

sometimes, for instance, that he has ex
amined the would-be M. D. and finds him sur

prisingly intelligent, profoundly read, ant

singularly skilful.

The faculty are incontinently convinced b]

such an array oftestimony from a disinterested

source—not to speak of the greenbacks—anc

feel that here is a meritorious case where the] I

must at once issue an honorary degree, whicl 3

r

may or may not be spread on the records oj

the college. They do so, and our friend the
f

quondam hospital steward, and pretended doc; t

tor, blooms forth with a security and a conn
]

r

dence which puts to shame all his neighbors;
fli

Now there is nothing in all this which i;

|
" immoral, that is to say illegal," as Mr

;

*
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Wholes says in Dickens' novel. But as it is

"notoriously common, and in every way dis-

creditable to all concerned, it is time that it

"be thoroughly ventilated and stopped, other-

wise a diploma of Doctor of Medicine will be-

come as worthless as a Continental shin-plaster.

)(

i! INDIANA MEDICAL COLLEGE.
t "We have received the first annual Announce-

ment of this institution. It is located at Indi-

fl
a,nopolis, Indiana. The circular states that

s
the faculty have received the unanimous recom-

!
mendation of the Indiana State Medical Soci-

ety. They consist of Dr. J. S. Bobbs, Pres.

sand Prof, of Surgery, Dr. G. W. Mears, Prof, of

^Obstetrics, Dr. B. T. Brown, Chemistry, Dr.

oB. N. Todd, Practice of Med., Dr. "Waterman,

Surgical Anatomy, Dr. Cominger, Surgical

ilPathology; Dr. T. B. Harvey, Diseases of

(liWomen and Children, Dr. W. B. Fletcher,

(Physiology, Dr. D. Clark, Materia Medica.

We regret that in the matter of fees they

;}lhave adopted such l#w figures, as in medical

education we have the same fears of the union

\m the " cheap and nasty" that Thomas Car-
iiiLYLE expresses in regard to most things. We
j
oope the faculty will make their examinations

rigid, and their standard high.

10

'We chief op the bureau of medi-
11 cine and surgery, u s. n
" The Baltimore papers comment with natu-

ral satisfaction upon the selection of one of
ie:heir citizens for a Naval Bureau.
m " Dr. William Maxwell Wood, whojtias just
^been appointed Chief of the Bureau of Medi-
cine and Surgery in the Navy, is a native of
[jjMaryland, who entered the Navy as Assistant
..Surgeon, in 1829, and has therefore been in

;

service 40 years. He has been Fleet Surgeon
'''bf three squadrons—the Pacific, East India,
nand North Atlantic. He participated in the
iiiijapture of the Barrier Ports on the Canton

1(

j|iver, and was in the action between the
MLerrimac and Minnesota, during the late civil

var.

It
1 " Dr. Wood is the author of a work on SPoly-

enaiesia and South America,' ' A Shoulder to the

ao[
Wheel of Progress,' a collection of literary
.jissays, and " Pankwei,' A visit to India, Chi-

c
jj

ia, and Japan."

o

Those of our readers who are familiar with
.he incidents of the Mexican war, will be
)leased to see in the selection of Dr. Wood

^jj'or the Naval Medical Bureau, a recognition

\i his valuable and unrewarded services at the

.
beginning of that war. It is a compliment
vhich might have been sooner offered to this

I27

able and patriotic officer, ofthe result ofwhose
volunteered expedition through Mexico, Com-
modore Sloat wrote :

" I am most happy^to acknowledge the very
important services you rendered the Govern-
ment, and the squadron in the Pacific, under
my command, at the breaking out of the
Mexican War. The information you furnished
me at Mazatlan, from Guadalaxara (at the risk
of your life), was the only reliable information
I received of that event, and which induced
me to proceed immediately to California, and
upon my own responsibility to take possession
of that country.
" I have always considered the performance

of your journey through Mexico at that time,
as an extraordinary feat, requiring great pres-
ence of mind and address. How you escaped
from the heart of an enemy's country and
such a people, has always been a wonder to
me, and has been so characterized on all

occasions.

Yery truly your friend,

Jno. D. Sloat, Commodore."
The Chairman of the Naval Committee of

the Senate commented on his valuable services

as follows

:

"Every intelligent mind must at once ap-
preciate the importance of the service which
you have rendered the country, and your per-
sonal hazard in traveling through the heart of
the enemy's country, communicating with
your military superior, and furnishing him
with the sole and otherwise unattainable in-

formation, upon which he based the acquisi-
tion of California.

" The importance of this acquisition can best
be estimated, by asking ourselves what would
have been our national position in the Pacific
and upon our Oregon frontier, had Great
Britain, instead of ourselves, acquired per-
manent possession of it ? I have always con-
tended that its acquisition constitutes one of
the navy's strongest claims upon the gratitude
of the nation, and this chapter in its history,
furnished by your own service, but strengthens
this conviction. But how are you to be re-
warded for it ? That is the question. Swords
and brevets are scattered without number be-
fore many who rendered far less service. I
cannot, at this moment, make any distinct

suggestion to you how to obtain, that to
which I deem you honorably entitled, a na-
tional recognition by some substantial token of
your valuable services ; but I promise you my
aid in the attainment of such recognition."

«

Professor Brunetti, the celebrated ana-

tomist, of Padua, has been decorated with the orders

of St. Anne of Russia, and St. Gregory the Great of

Rome. This last honor, says L'Imparziale, has been

conferred on him as a consequence of the illustrious

astronomer, Father Secchi, having shown to the

Pope some of his (Brunetti's) anatomical prepara-

tions illustrative of his researches on the means of

I

preserving animal structures.

Editorial.



128 Notes and
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Alumni Meeting at Yale College.

The College Courant, a capital college paper at

Tale College, New Haven, Conn., gives in the

number for July 31st, an obituary record reported

at the recent alumni meeting. The names of the

following physicians appear on the list of the alumni
of the academic department.

Class, Name and Age, Place and Time of Death.

1804, Dr. Chas. H. Wetmore, 85, Columbus, O., Oct. 10,
1868.

1805, Dr. Earl Swift, 85, Mansfield, Conn., June 14, 1869.

1807, Dr. AlexH. Stevens, 79, New York City, March 30,
1869.

1825, Dr. N. B. Ives, 63, New Haven, Conn., June 18,
1869.

1825, Dr. Jno. B. McDowell, 63, St. Louis, Mo., July 8,
1868.

1831, Dr. S . C. Huston, 56, Philadelphia, Feb. 9, 1867.

1846, Dr. Samuel Bobbins, 46, Canandaigua, N. Y., Sept.
3, 1868.

1852, Dr. Franklin Grube, 38, Jacksonville, Oregon,
June 11, 1869.

OP THE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT.
1816, Josiah Bower, 77, Billerica, Mass., Nov. 1868.
1819, Thomas B. Boutelle, 74, FitcMmrg, Mass, July 13,

1869.

1825, Charles M. Fays, 68, Charlestown, Mass., Dec. 18,
1868.

1825, Guy B. Phelps, 67, Hartford, Conn., March 18.
1869.

1826, David S. Dodge, —, New York City, May 23, 1869.
1826, Edward W. Greene, 65, Bristol, B. I., May 12, 1869.
1829, Elias F. Maynard, —

,
Jacksonville, Fla., May 28,

1832, Christopher C. Hoagland, Des Moines, Iowa, March
19, 1868.

1832, David Pritchard, 58, South Norwalk, Conn., Oct.
30, 1868.

1852, John S. Moody, 40, Norwalk, Conn., Sept. 16, 1868.

The whole number of deaths reported this year is 76
and the average age of the Academical graduates is 68j£
years.

Paste.

The following is a recipe for making common
paste, which will keep for a long time without fer-

mentation :

Dissolve an ounce of alum in a quart of water

waimed ; when cold add as much flour as will give

it the consistence of cream ; then strew into it as

much powdered rosin as will lie on a shilling and

two or three cloves, ground. It will keep for a year,

and when dry may be softened with water.

A Monument to Victims of Cholera.
The British Medical Journal says :

On May 23d, a stone was placed in the publiic

cemetery of Anona, in memory of eleven medical

men who died during three epidemics of cholera

which prevailed in that city in the years 1836, 1855,

and 1865. Their names were Giuseppe Lorenzin,

Domenico Giacobecci, Flaminio Bennazzi, Alfonso

Agostini, Gaetano Persichetti, Albino Bonetti, Luigi

Pieverzolli, Cesare Pulloni, Eugenio Tucoli, Gio-

vanni Corbisier, and Ercole Stefanini. The cere-

mony was attended by representatives of the Italian

Medical Association, of the Florentine Medical Com-
mittee, and of the medical men who came from

Comments. [Vol. xxi.

Florence to render assistance during the cholera

epidemic in Ancona in 1865. II'Imparziale, from

-which we quote, adds that, while recording with

praise that this commemorative record originated

with the medical profession, it must lament that the

monument was not raised by others, from whom an^

expression of gratitude might have been expected.

*

Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.

A Singular Case in Obstetrics.

Editors Medical and Surgical Reporter :

The history of the following interesting case re-

cently occurred in my practice, which I herewith for-

ward to you for insertion in your valuable journal

:

On the morning of the 16th inst., the husband of

Mrs. J. D. came to me, stating that his wife was in

labor, and desired me to attend her. As the distance

was about four miles in the country, when I arrived

the child had been born about a half hour. Shortly

after my arrival, I made an examination of the child.,

and its appearance was that of about an eight months'

foetus. It was a female, small, well-formed, but

otherwise healthy in appearance. Thus far there

is nothing singular or peculiar in the case. In the

middle of February, of the present year, I was sent

for to attend the same woman, who was then sup-

posed to have had a miscarriage, or about to have,

and, if it was not an abortion, it was next thing to

it.

When I arrived, at that time, the woman wras in

bed, and had had pretty severe pain. While I was

there, which was about half an hour, she had two

or three pretty severe labor or after pains. She had

lost a large quantity of blood and water, for I exam-

ined the clothing which the woman had on, and they

were as much soiled as a great many women's with

whom I have been when they were in labor at full

time. I made a per vaginam examination at the

time, but it was not satisfactory. The woman sup-

posed she was about two months and a halfpregnant.

As time was more valuable then than it is at others

with me, and as she did not have any alarming or

unnatural hemorrhage, I left directions what should

be done, and requested them to send for me if any-

thing unusual or alarming occurred. I never saw

the woman again until the date of the confinement.

I then learned that she got up the next day and per

formed her own work. The accident was brought

about through fear or excitement, and riding over a

rough road, as she had ridden about four miles over

frozen ground to give evidence at court as a witness..

The above case presents two queries, which, how-
ever, I do not propose to answer or discuss.

1st. Was the woman pregnant with twins, one of

which was aborted and the other retained, which was'

born on the 16th inst. ? or, secondly, could the child,
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,
or ovum, remain in utero and mature after the rup-

D
ture of the sac (for I believe the sac to have beenrup-

d
tured) and effusion of blood and v* ater ?

\,
In Cazeaux, Midwifery, page 333, the opinion is

s given that " a rupture of the ovum must inevitably

1
give rise to abortion." This woman, I thought, had

j
certainly miscarried, and I was very much surprised

when called on to attend her in labor, and much

more surprised to find a child born, living and doing

well, as also the mother, when I arrived.

I report the above case, as it is the only case of

the kind that ever occurred in my practice. I have

attended many cases of abortion, and some of them,

I assure you, with no little trouble. I have seen sev-

eral in which there was quite a profuse hemorrhage,
J and yet the ovum remain and mature, but I never

•1 met with a case, before this one, in which there was

a loss of blood and water, and yet the ovum remain

I and develop. S. M. Snyder, M. D.

II Danville, Pa., July 20, 1869.

6

Extra Uterine Pregnancy,

j

Editors Medical and Surgical Reporter :

?

I have no disposition to occupy much place in

j!

your valuable Reporter with a controversy be-

9
tween Dr. Palmer and myself, which probably in-

s
terests no one but ourselves, and which may crowd

. other and more valuable reading matter out of your

^
columns. But let not your and Dr. P's anger be hot

\

against me, and I will write but this once more,

j" In the last correspondence Dr. P. says :
" I did

not assume anything," meaning himself. What I

controverted was his statement, viz : " In no case?

;
except the case I have reported, has the pregnancy

extended beyond four-and-a-half months."

j
The Dr. obliges himself tome for referring him to

(

two cases, and says, "wre were already in possession

of such information." As the Dr. ignores, or does

^ not comprehend the bearing of these cases, on our

il

controversy, I find I must place him under renewed

a
obligations by explaining my object in referring to

u them. In the one case the foetus was 22 inches long?

j
the other, the author says, was " as large as an ordi-

5
nary one at full term." These fsetuses were fully de-

j
veloped, and the time of their development must

necessarily have embraced the full period of gesta-

• Hon. Notwithstanding the Dr.'s declaration that

7
"in no case (except the one I have reported), has

\ pregnancy extended beyond four-and-a-half months.

• Rep. No.,,639, page 417." This was the pregna-

j,
ble point which I attacked.

The Dr. in his last correspondence appears to em-

j
phasize the seventeen days beyond full term, and

;,
adds, " this then is a remarkable and exceptional

. case." These are his words :
" The product of con-

ception continued to develop in its special sac, living

\ and healthy until within two days of the mother's

1 death, which occurred seventeen days after full

j term." Taking into consideration the vague term,
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" she became pregnant about the 12th of October,

1867," that "the catamenia returned regularly," and

that Dr. P. saw the case for the first time over six

months after October 12, leaves questionable the

exact time of conception, and consequently the sev-

enteen days beyond full term.

Granting, however, that the Dr. knew the precise

time of conception, there remains a reasonable

doubt in my mind, as to the Dr.'s certainty of the

child being alive within two days of the mother's

death, when he did know whether the child was in

or out of the womb.
The Dr.'s conclusion that hip is an exceptional

case, because the foetus lived fifteen days after full

term, is therefore based upon exceedingly doubtful

premises.

The other position taken by Dr. P., that " in no
case has pregnancy extended beyond four-and-a-half

months," (excepting his case), is already refuted by
the authorities quoted. P. J. Roeruck.

Litiz, Pa., July 12, 1869.

Treatment of Chronic Ulcers.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter ;

Mr. W., aged 47 years, was afflicted eighteen years

ago with psoriasis. After he recovered, there was a
small pimple below the Patella, which was cauter-

ized by Dr. E., which was the supposed cause of the

ulcer; Mr. W. consulted different physicians to try

a cure, but none seemed to do him any good.

The part was very much swollen, with great pain

and the most intense itching I ever saw ; he had no
desire for any kind of food, was much emaciated,

and had little sleep. Opiates did not produce any
effect. I was called to see him, shortly after I ar-

rived here from South Carolina. • Ordered Oss. ex-

pressed juice of Passiflora Incarnata, to be mixed
with £iv. 01. jec. ascelli, and applied thrice daily; used

hypodermic syringe; injected one-third gr. sulph.

morph. to allay the pain. I saw the case three days

afterwards, and never imagined any medicine could

act so well. As soon as he saw me he said, " I shall

get well." I continued the treatment, and, six

weeks from the first application, Mr. W. was per-

fectly cured. I have used the application in three

other cases of ulcers, and with perfect success. I

have been as brief as possible. Wishing you and

your much esteemed Journal great success, I remain

Yours truly,

Jas. B. Mobley, M. D.

P. S.—Since writing the above, I was called to see

a little boy, aged eight years, bitten by a rattlesnake,

and I must say he certainly would have died, had it

not been for your valuable Pocket Record.
Used your antidote, bisulphate of soda. The little

fellow is now perfectly well. I would here beg all

my medical brethren, if they have not purchased one
of your Pocket Records, to do so immediately,

' for it is the best record, in cases of emergency, I ever

saw. J. B. M.

Hernando, Miss.
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Accident.

Dr. Swayze, of Mahanoy City, Pa., a valued sub-

scriber, was recently severely injured by being

thrown from bis buggy and dragged some distance.

We are glad to say that be is now out of danger.

Dr. Blatin has recently died in Paris. He
has, it is said, left large bequests to the General As-

sociation for the benefit ofFrench medical men, and
another similar institution, to the Societies for the

protection of children and of animals, and to other

charitable institutions.

The Lectureship on Physiology, at St. Bar-

tholomew's Hospital, London, has been filled up by

the appointment of Mr. Morrant Baker.

Dr. Lebeau, of Brussels, has died lately, at

the age of 73. He was Vice-President of the Belgian

Academy of Medicine, and Professor of Internal Pa-

thology in the free University of Brussels.

The Council of the Society of Arts have

awarded the Albert Medal to Baron Liebig, in recog-

nition of the general importance of his chemical re-

searches.

Army and Navy News.

[CIRCULAR NO. 1.]

Navy Department,
)Bureau of Medicine and Surgery,
\

Washington, July 7, 1869. )

The Medical ofiicers of the Navy are invited to

forward to the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery,

with a view to publication, any reports or essays on
professional and allied scientific subjects that they

think will convey valuable and useful information.

These papers will be submitted to a competent

Board, and such of them as the Board may recom-

mend, published by the Bureau.

Wm. Maxwell Wood,
Chief of Bureau.

[Notices inserted in this column gratis, any are solicited

from all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
ions of Societies at ten centsper line, tenwords to a line.]

MARRIED.

Black—Dawarky. On the 15th ult, by the Rev-
Dr. Watson, Mr. David Black, of Centralia, Columbia
county, Pa. , and Mi?s Caroline Elizabeth, daughter of
Dr. William F. Danawsky, of White Deer Mills, Union
county, Pa.

DIED.

Mitchell—In this citv, the 25th ult., Mary S., wife of
the late B. Kush Mitchell, M. D., and daughter of
Samuel C. Spackman. 4. \ 1 j?-i2b*3iJ

Westervelt. July 31, at New-Brighton, S. L , Dr.
John S. Westervelt, in his 71st year.

QUERIES AND REPLIES.

Diagnoses.

Messrs. Eds :—Case 1st. : Michael, aged 54, has been
gradually losing his eye- sight for fire or six years. No-
thing abnormal, that I can discover, in the appearance of
his eyes, except a few nebulae bordering the Cornea

;

general health tolerably good; color of eye, sky blue;
never has been a close reader, nor engaged in any occu-
pation to over-tax the powers of vision. What can be the
cause ? Can anything be done that would be likely to re-
store vision ? He can see but very little.

Case 2d : Matthew, aged 48, has been afflicted 15 years
with disease of the kidneys. When first attacked, the
urine contained a large quantity of sediment resembling
brick-dust, which has gradually disappeared. Now the
urine is very light, or of a pale color, and, at times, flows
copiously. Does not complain of much pain in the region
of the kidneys. Is occasionally troubled with symptoms
of dyspepsia ; never has had any symptoms of dropsy ; oc-
casionally has slight palpitation of the heart

;
complains

of soreness of right side, immediately over the liver
;
appe-

tite tolerably good ; can walk about the house
;
general

appearance would indicate a moderate degree of health.
Has he what is called Bright's disease of the kidneys ?
Can he be cured ? And what is the best treatment ?

W. C. W., M. D.

Asrs.—The first case, we think, is amaurosis. The sec-

ond we shall not venture to specify, but recommend you
to analyze the urine.

Dr. G. M. P., of Mass—Your communication has been
received, but you must be aware that, while we allow the

greatest possible freedom for the discussion of scientific

matters, we cannot admit articles written to defend

homoeopathy, or eclecticism, or allopathy, or hydropathy,

when either of those theories is assumed as an exclusive

dogma. Therefore, with every respect to yourself per-

sonally, you will pardon us if we distinctly decline the

article.

Dr. J. O'B., of Cat—The Code of Ethics forbids consul-

tation with any physician practising on an exclusive

dogma ; not but that they may be respectable enough
personally, but it is as useless to consult with them as

with a person who has never studied medical science.

Dr. G. J., of III—We will send you a wired skeleton,

with case, for $45; without case, for $40. Mohr & Bed-
wood's Pharmacy costs $4.00.

Dr. D. F., of Tnd—"Is it right to inocuate varioloid in-
stead of vaccinating, when both are equally practica-
ble?"
Ans It is right if you wish to do it, but owing to the

greater danger of inoculation, it is> rarely done. We
know a skilful phvsician who prefers to vaccinate first,

and when that has well taken, he inoculates his patient

This he claims is an efficient, certain and permanent pre-

ventive of small pox.

Dr. S. L. J., of Mich There are various kinds of anal
supporters. One costs about $6.00.

METEOROLOGY.
JULY. 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25.

Wind

Weather,
j

DepthRain

N. E.
Cl'dy
Rain

N. E.
Cl'dy
Rain

N.W.
Clear

N. W.
Cl'dy

N. E.
Cl'dy.

N.W.
Hazy

s. w.
Hazy

TJiermom....
Minimum..
At 8, A M.
At 12, M...
At 3, P. M.

66°

68
72
7 2

69.50

64°

68
74
76
70.50

67°

76
81
86
77.50

59°

70
77
77
70.75

62°

69
77
78
71.25

60°

72
82
85
76.75

67°

77
85
88
74. 25

Barometer..
At 12, M... 30. 30.1 30. 30.2 30.2 30.2 30.2

Germantown, Pa. B. J. Leedom.
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Communications.

RUPTURE OF THE UTERUS.

By B. F. Brown, M. D.,

Oneida, Illinois.

Was called to attend Mrs. L July 20, in

her sixth labor. Her previous confinements

had been very easy and quick, with one ex-

ception, six years ago, when craniotomy was
resorted to. She is a strong, muscular woman,
and accustomed to hard work in and out of

doors. Her labor-pains commenced yesterday

at 12 m., when she was at work over the wash-

tub, and in two hours afterwards, the mem-
branes ruptured with a large flow of water.

The neighbor women were called in, and they

say her pains were very severe until morning,

when they left her. I am called at noon

;

found her having slight pains every fifteen

minutes; general appearance good; pulse

natural ; vomits when she drinks much water

;

has taken no food for twenty-four hours ; or-

dered her to take cold milk instead of water

;

on digital examination found a vertex pre-

sentation, but head high up in the pelvis. The
os uteri fully dilated, as (I then supposed), and
as the examination caused some pain, did not
make a very thorough one, but sat down to

wait for further developments.

At 9 p. m., there being no change in the
position of child, and the pains very slightly

increased, gave Fl. Ex. Ergot, one drachm;
repeated in one hour, without any apparent
effect but to increase the vomiting, which she
has had more or less all day. Her bowels at

this time were quite painful to press upon;
pulse frequent, but full; thirst increased.

At 2 a. m. : Position of child the same ; her
pains nearly all the time, but not good labor-

pains
;
pulse frequent and small

;
great thirst

;

vomiting every five minutes; determined to

try and deliver with forceps ; when making ex-

amination to find the exact position of child's

head, discovered it presented through a rent
in the uterus, which extended from the os
back, and a little to the left side, and as far

up as I could reach my fingers. I tried to in-

troduce the forceps, but could not get but one
blade upon the head, and for the first time
there was a slight hemorrage. I then gave her
morphia—grains one-fourth, everyhour, which
quieted her pains, and called Drs. Cooper and
Bacon in counsel.

Nothing was done for her or child, and she
died at 8 p. m., undelivered, thirty-two hours
after labor commenced, and twenty hours after

I was called in. No autopsy could be obtained.

I am satisfied this rupture existed previous

to making the first examination, for the pains

at that time were greatly aggravated and pro-

longed when making the examination, but
failed to press the head down into the pelvis

as they should at that stage of labor. But I
attributed this to the large quantity of water
which she lost when the membranes were
ruptured. Several times during the afternoon
sbe told me, " Now its coming, for I felt it."

But upon examination found no change. I
think what she felt was the further rupture of
the uterus.

Why was there no more hemorrage exter-

nally? And is it commo"n for a woman to
have her labor-pains regular for fourteen hours
after a ruptured uterus ?

r 3»
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THE THERAPEUTICS OF
DYSENTERY.

By Q. C. Smith, M. D.,

Altha, Mo.

We have taken particular pains to read
every standard work, concerning Dysentery

?

as well as every monograph or essay within
our reach, and we find, that, in regard to its

pathology or therapeutics, all, more or less,

disagree. It would be a useless expenditure

of time and space to rehearse all each one has
said or written in regard to this disease.

Therefore we will content ourselves with giv-

ing to the public the benefit of our experience

with respect to the treatment. We do not
claim that our mode of treatment is altogether

original, or that it will be universally successful.

To make a long matter short, our treatment

is as follows : When we are called to a patient

presenting unmistakable symptoms of dys-

entery, we, first, remove all complications, at

least as far as time and circumstances will

admit of. In other words, our endeavour, so to

speak, is to enucleate it from all other diseases.

This being done, as far as prudence would in-

dicate, we proceed to administer the following

:

R. Peach-leaf syrup, 5iv.

Syrup of ipecac, ^ij.

Arom. syrup rhubarb, 5ij.

Acetate morphia, gr. viij. M.
Ft. Sol.

S.—Give one teaspoonful every two hours

through the day, letting the patient rest

undisturbed through the night.

If this amount causes the patient to vomit,

diminish the dose until the stomach will re-

tain it.

As to diet, we are not particularly choice,

but if the patient can partake of it we direct

them to use in the lowest stages, while the

stomach is feeble, mutton soup, and as the

stomach becomes stronger mutton itself, in

moderate quantities.

The " Peach Syrup " referred to in the pre-

scription is not officinal, but may be prepared
by any one, thus :

Eill a kettle, of any size, with fresh, well ma-
tured, peach leaves, add enough water to cover
the leaves, weighting the leaves down, boil

gently one hour, remove the leaves, strain the

liquor, and while hot add sugar to make a very
sweet syrup, and when nearly cool add one
ounce of peach brandy, and 2 grs. gum-cam-
phor to each quart of syrup. Let it remain in

bulk twenty-four hours, then draw off and bot-

tle for use.

Societies. [Vol. xxi.

Medical Societies.

OTSEGO CO. (N. Y.) MEDICAL SOCIETY.
The Otsego County Medical Society met at the

Court House, on Tuesday, the 20th ult. President,

Dr. G. W. Cook.

Dr. Boom read a report of a case of traumatic

tetanus, which was referred to the publishing com-

mittee.

Dr. Sprague reported that the committee on

Treasurer's accounts had examined the same, com-

pared them with the vouchers, and found them cor-

rect. Report received and approved, and the com-

mittee discharged.

On motion of Dr. Parshall, Dr. C. W. Frisbie

was duly elected a member, and united with the

Society, after presenting his diploma and the usual

credentials.

The Secretary read an application for membership

from Elizabeth D. Pope, M. D., and Mary A. Bas-

sett, M. D. Thereupon a brisk and somewhat gen-

eral discussion began, and continued for an hour.

The topic was "new;" the institution at which
they claimed to have graduated, was "unrecognized"

in this State, and confessedly "not in good odor" in

the State where it exists
;
"nothing was known of

its Faculty, or the extent of the qualifications re-

quired," &c, &c. Some single gentlemen thought

the presence of ladies "would embarrass and re-

strict debate;" but the benedicts "knew better."

They had "tried it," and assured the fearful ones

that the "range of topics was certain to be extend-

ed," and that whether a conclusion was "ever

reached, would depend mainly on the male mem-
bers." Finally, on motion of T. B. Smith, for the

purpose of saving time, the subject was referred to

a committee of three, who were to report in the

evening.

Drs. T. B. Smith, Halsey and Sprague were ap-

pointed said committee.
" The use and abuse of mercurials" was next dis-

cussed by Drs. L. H. Hills, T. B. Smith, Halsey,

Sprague, Drake, Crafts, Leaning, and Bassett.

Evening Session.—The Society met pursuant to

adjournment.

The committee on the application of Dr. Pope and

Dr. M. A. Bassett reported adversely thereto.

Dr. Leaning moved that the report be accepted

and approved.

Dr. L. H. Hills opposed the motion ; and after

some explanations and assurances made by Dr. W. T.

Bassett, Dr. Halsey asked leave to amend his report

in favor of granting the application.

Dr. W. T. Bassett then moved to refer the sub-

ject back to the committee, to report this evening.

Dr. Leaning moved to amend by substituting l'at

the next meeting," for "this evening."
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Dr. Bassett accepted the amendment, and it was

agreed to.

Dr. Leaning reported an interesting case of en-

cephaloma of the face.

Dr T. B. Smith reported a case of "erysipalatus

meningitis, followed by diphtheria."

Dr. L. H. Hills reported a case of fracture of the

femur, with his treatment.

The thanks of the Society were unanimously

voted to Harvey W. Brown, Sheriff, for his kindness

in granting the Society the use of the Court House.

The Secretary was directed to notify all persons

eligible to membership, that it is their legal duty to

unite with this Society.

Dr. Leonard was re-appointed to read an essay at

the next meeting. "The treatment of Rheuma-
tism" was selected for oral discussion at the same
time.

Dr. Lathrop moved that the semi-annual meeting

be held at Cooperstown. Carried.

The President then read his valedictory, which

was referred to the publishing committee.

The Society then adjourned.

MINNESOTA STATE MEDICAL SOCIE-
ETY.

Pursuant to adjournment from St- Paul, last

February, the society comened in Owatonna, June

15, 1866, at 11:30 A. M.

Dr. Samuel Willey, President, being absent, Dr.

J. H. Murphy, of St. Paul, was chosen chairman.

First in order of business came the admission of

new members, ann the following committee on cre-

dentials was appointed :

Drs. Noyes, Mattocks, and Lindley.

Dr. H. Kimball, essayist, appointed at the last

meeting, being unavoidably absent, his paper on
Rheumatism was read by Dr. W. F. Hutchinson,

of Minneapolis, and placed on file.

A long discussion ensued upon the points pre-

sented by Dr. Kimball, participated in by several

members, and it was the opinion of nearly all pre-

sent that the climate of this State has been unjust-

ly condemned as exercising a harmful influence upon
this disease.

At 3.30 P. M.. Dr. Willey, President, arrived and
assumed the chair.

Dr. Rhodes, of Stillwater, introduced a resolution

prohibiting the admission of any person to member-
ship in the Society, until he had presented to the

committee on credentials, full and satisfactory evi-

dence that he was a regular practitioner of medicine.

After some debate by Dr. Adams, of Hastings, and
the president, the resolution was adopted.

The report of the several county committees, ap-

pointed to ascertain the names and number of regu-

lar and irregular practitioners in the State, then made
the following report

:

Counties. Regular. Irregular.

Ramsey 24 21
Hennepin ".18 21
Washington 4 5

Fillmore 11 8
Dacotah 5 4
Houston 4 5

Wabasha 8 4
Steele 5 4
Olmsted 8 6

Goodhue 8 4
Winona 20 9
Dodge 4 2

Dr. Murphy announced that the President, Dr.

Willey, had authorized him to offer for competition

among the members of the society the following

prizes :

Fifty dollars for the best essay on the epidemic

and endemic diseases of Minnesota, and

Fifty dollars for the best essay upon Cerebrospi-

nal Meningitis—the relative merits of the essays to

be decided upon by a committee to be appointed by

the President, the names of the competitors not to

be made known until after the award of the prizes.

On motion of Dr. Mattocks, of St. Paul, a vote of

thanks was tendered to Dr. Willey for his generous

offer.

Dr. Mattocks then opened the subject for discus-

sion, Quackery, in a spirited address. A lively de-

bate ensued, participated in by Drs. Rhodes, Mur-

phy, Hutchinson, Blond and others—when, on mo-
tion the subject was changed to Typhoid Fever.

This having been thoroughly discussed, on motion

of Dr. Milligan, of Wabasha, the following commit-

tee was appointed by the chair to investigate the

cause and treatment of Typhoid Fever, to report at

the next annual meeting. Drs.- Milligan, Richard-

son, and Mayo.

The members having been presented with certifi-

cates of membership, handsomety lithographed upon

parchment, a motion was made by Dr. Hutchinson,

of Minneapolis, to adjourn sine die.

FAYETTE COUNTY IND., MEEICAL
SOCIETY.

The quarterly meeting of this Society was held in

Connersville on the 1st ultimo.

The following gentlemen are the officers of the

Society

:

A. Kooglee, President; G. W. Garver, Vice

President; J. Chihoove, Recording Secretary; W.
S. Pepper, Corresponding Secretary; W. H. Smith,

Treasurer; D. D. Hall, V. M. Gregg, Censors.

The Union Medicate announces that the
Swedish Faculty of Medicine is about to open
its doors to female doctors, and to issue diplo-

mas equivalent as regards the practice of the
profession to those given to men.

Miss Garrett has passed the second ex-

amination for M. D., at the University of
Paris.
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Editorial Department.

Periscope.

Iodide of Ammonium in Diseases of the Gland-

ular System.

Dr. I. Waring-Curran writes to the Medical

Press and Circular :

The iodide of ammonium in diseases of the glands

I find by expei isnce a much more active therapeutic

agent than that of the iodide of potassium, whether

internally administered or locally applied. In the

following forms of glandular diseases I can testify to

its efficacy and curative properties, and have no hesi-

tation in pronouncing it one of the best preparations

with which I am acquainted.

Goitre.—There is no part of England wherein I
|

have seen more cases of bronchocele than at Bacup,

a cotton manufacturing valley, about twenty miles

from Manchester. Sixty per cent, of the female

population suffer from goitre in some shape or form.

The usual history is, that it commences " during the

pains of the first labor." I have had ample oppor-

tunity of remarking the accuracy of the statement

that there was a connection betweeu goitre and the

uterine functions, that the gland became enlarged

during the menstrual period, and particularly so in

old goitres in women about change of life, when the

discharge is scanty and the color altered. All the

several varieties of bronchocele are to be seen in the

valley of Kossendale. One patient is so unfortunate

as to possess one which I am confident would weigh

fourteen pounds ; it extends over the clavicles and

sternum, upon which latter it rubs, and causes little

inconvenience apparently. The enlargement has

been steadily increasing for thirty-seven years.

Cases of incipient goitre treated soon after their

being first observed with the iodide of ammon-
ium, made good and permanent recoveries. I pre-

scribe the iodide thus

:

R. Ammonii iodidi, gr. xl.

Spiritus chloroformi, gij.

Aquse camphors ad, j§vnj.

Cap. tar in die.

At the same time I direct the following cerate to

be rubbed into the growth night and morning

:

Ammonii iodidi, ^ij.

Glycerine, ^ij.

Adipis benzoat, ^jss.

In some fi?w cases I have obtained great benefit by

stopping the iodide of ammonium mixture for a

few days, and substituting the hypophosphites of

lime. Hitherto, I have inwardly given the old

standard formula of iodine with iodide of potassium,

but a more extensive field in the treatment of the

complaint convinces me of the superiority of the

drug I advocate.

Tabes Mesenterica.—The local application of

the iodide of ammonium ointment over the abdo-

men, and the internal administration of the same

drug—the age of the patient guiding the dose to be

exhibited—surpass any form of treatment previously

had recourse to. Of course the convalescence is

slow, and cod-liver oil or glycerine, pancreatine and
suet and milk must be given ; but these Ii nclude

more among the articles of diet than the medicines

of the physician. A steady perseverance with these

measures effects much good. The iodide of am-
monium appears to reduce the size of the enlarged

glands whose functions are impeded, and to permit

the process of assimilation to go on its natural way.

Strumous Enlargement of the Lymphatics,
wherever situated, if treated before pus has actually

formed on the areolar tissue covering the part dis-

organized, will, as a rule, yield to the iodide of am-
monium, combined with a generous diet and change

of air. I have before me, in my case-book, the

history of a girl, aged .eleven years, who had long

suffered from strumous enlargement of the cervical

glands, the sequela? of scarlet fever. She had taken

syrup of the iodide of iron, Parrish's "chemical

food," iodide of potassium, quinine, and cod-liver

oil, but without effect. As a last resource, and it

was one of th<» first cases wherein I prescribed it, I

directed her to take three-grain doses of the iodide

of ammonium twice a day, and to apply the cerate

containing the same preparation. I had the satis-

faction of observing day after day the well marked

gradual diminution of the glands, and the speedy

restoration to health. The relatives informed me
afterwards that their patience was so exhausted with

the girl failing to improve, that they were in the act

of calling in further advice. Had such been done,

and the iodide of ammonium prescribed, the con-

sequences would have been unpleasant in the ex-

treme. And how often is it that members of our

profession obtain a notoriety through similar occur-

rences, while in one or two instances I know they

had not the honesty to give credit where it was

actually due and well won, but retained for them-

selves a succecs to which they were far from entitled.

Simple Strumous Adenitis gives way' more
rapidly and with better results under the iodide of

ammonium than any other treatment.
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Sympathetic Bubo has, in four cases which I

have specially treated with the medicine advocated,

terminated so satisfactorily that I cannot refrain

from recording the circumstance. *

Enlargement of the Spleen after Ague.—
I had an opportunity last August of testing the

therapeutic effect of the ammonium in some cases of

enlarged spleen in a most fenny district in South

Lincolnshire. Although the benefit was not per-

manent in any of the cases, as I believe it was not

persevered in for a sufficient length of time, yet,

during the period the drug was being administered,

the more immediate symptoms appeared to yield

to it.

Chronic Hepatic Enlargement has in several

instances been recorded in my case-book, where

blue pill, podophyllin, taraxacum, and nitro-muriatic

acid have proved inert, turned out as cured. I can

strongly recommend the drug in this disease, but I

invariably blister the hepatic region first, and then

dress the blistered surface with the iodide of am-
monium cerate.

Tubercular Sarcocele was treated in three

instances by the iodide of ammonium. In two of

the cases there was a syphilitis history, and as the

patients were pressing for a speedy rather than an

effectual recovery, I combined four drachms of blue

ointment with the iodide of ammonium cerate, with

the best effects subsequently ; so that I am unable

to give all the credit to the iodide of ammonium

—

a drug which my experience teaches only requires to

be fairly experimented with in order to be more
generally employed in diseases of the glandular

system.

The Economy of Ventilation.

The financial gain which may result from an out-

lay on fresh air, is very forcibly illustrated by a re-

cent communication of General Morin to the Acad-

emy of Sciences, Paris.

General Morin communicated some curious facts

resulting from the good ventilation of a large cloth

factory at Orival near Lisieux. The looms are set

up in a large hall measuring 61 metres by 33, but

only three metres and a third in height. Each

weaver has a space of five square metres and a third

allotted to him, and the net capacity of the hall is

about 6,000 cubic metres, thus allowing each person

only 15. The factory is not warmed in winter.

The great number of hands, the necessity of keeping

the cloth on the loom in a sufficient state of moist-

ure, the emanations of the gas burners, and want of

regular ventilation, rendered the place so pestiferous

that the number of hands on the sick list was gen-

erally between 30 and 40. Moreover, the work was
often interrupted, because of the necessity of allow-

ing the workmen to go out now and then, in order

to breathe a Jittle fresh air. They had lost all their

appetite, and were consequently weak and slow at

their work. The master of the establishment, M.
Fournet, at length resolved last year to lay out a sum
of 15,000f. for the purpose of introduciug a good sys-

tem of ventilation. The tall chimney of the engine-

room was so arranged as to draw off the vitiated air,

and orifices for the introduction of new were opened
in the ceiling, with contrivances for regulating the

quantity. In this way a permanent supply of about
14,000 cubic metres of fresh air per hour was ob-

tained, and the results obsei-ved in the course of the

ten months the system has been in operation are

really astounding. Instead of the ten or twelve

men per day obliged to leave off work on account of

illness, the sick-list is now reduced to three or four

a day, so that there is a gain of nearly 2,400 days a

year that were previously lost both to the establish-

ment and the workmen, who, in the aggregate,

thereby profit to the amount of about 5,000f. per

annum, both in wages and saving in medicines.

Effects of a Pistol-Shot Fired Close to the
Chest.

J. Daniel Moore, M. D,, F. L. S., commu-
municated the following case to the London Lan-

cet :

A very interesting case, illustrating the effect pro-

duced by discharging a pistol loaded with a small

bullet only, fired close to the body, occurred in the

person of W. B. Kendall, a man forty-three years

of age, who committed suicide by shooting himself,

and was found dead in his house in Lancaster, on

the 3d of June, 1869.

When found, he was lying on his right side on

the floor of the kitchen of his house. There was a

large pool of blood near him ; and a pistol that had

been recently discharged, having an exploded per-

cussion cap on the nipple, was lying at his feet. The
fingers of his right hand were blackened as if from

the explosion of gunpowder. He was dressed in his

usual clothing, was quite dead, and rigor mortis

established.

I saw the body on the following morning, and
found that there was a large hole in his coat, waist-

coat, shirt, and under-shirt on the left side. The
margins of the holes were scorched and ragged, and

some of his clothes were saturated with blood.

There was also an aperture in the wall of the chest

sufficiently large to allow me to pass my hand freely

into the thoracic cavity. When the body had been

stripped, this wound was found to be circular in

shape, and nearly 3 in. in diameter
;
portions, about

2| in. in length, of the fourth and fifth ribs, at about

3 in. from the sternum, on the left side, were in

fragments, and carrried into the chest. The margin

of the wound was burnt, ragged, and slightly in-

verted. The inversion may, however, have been

caused by the hands of several medical men having

been introduced into the wound. On opening the

chest, the heart was found to be intact, and situated
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nearer to the right side than its normal position.

The left lung was completely shattered ; and in its

substance were several fragments of bone from the

broken ribs, and pieces of cloth from his apparel.

There was no aperture of exit, and for some time

I failed to detect any shot or ball
;

but, on continu-

ing my examination, I discovered a small leaden

bullet, measuring about three-eighths of an inch in

diameter, and weighing a drachm and a half (72 to

the lb.), impacted in the substance of the left side

of the fourth dorsal vertebra and head of the corre-

sponding rib.

This case will be of importance to the medical

jurist from showing the great extent of injury that

may be inflicted with a pistol loaded with powder
alone ; I say powder alone, for a bullet so small as

the one discovered could not inflict more than a

comparatively small amount of the injury that the

deceased received. I have no doubt but that the

demolition of the chest-wall, covered with several

thicknesses of clothing, to the extent of a circle

nearly nine inches in circumference, the fragmenta-
tion of the ribs, and shattering of the lung, are en-

tirely due to the muzzle of the pistol having been

pressed closely to the chest ; for had the injury been
produced by the bullet alone, a small opening of

little more than a quarter of an inch in diameter

would have been the result ; at the utmost one rib

only would have been fractured. From the fact,

however, that the centre of the opening corresponded

with the intercostal space, I am inclined to think

that the ball would probably pass through that

space, and that both ribs were fractured by the

force of the explosion alone.

A Feigned Tumor of the Jaw.

Emamun, a Mussulmani, aged fifteen, was
brought to me On November 20th by her parents.

They stated that upwards of a year before they had
observed a small tumor near the angle of the lower
jaw on the left side. It continued to increase slowly

;

native practitioners failed to give relief; and at last,

despairing of a cure, they had brought her to have it

removed by operation. There was a tumor on the

left side of the face, rounded, of the size of a tea-cup.

The skin slid easily over it, and its most prominent
part was dusky red, and apparently on the point of

ulcerating. The tumor was firm, of a bony consis-

tence, and seemed equally connected with both jaws.

The lower jaw was fixed, the mouth nearly closed,

and the girl complained of great pain. In spite of

the suifering she had undergone, she had not lost

flesh, and the right cheek was plump and rounded.
On separating tLe lips, to inspect as far as possible

the interior of the mouth, I observed the ends of two
flat bands of a black colour which hung from the

tumour into the mouth. On inspecting these some-
what minutely (which was a matter of some diffi-

culty, as she was perpetually starting back, and com-

plaining of great pain) I noticed certain lines which

seemed to me to indicate either that the bands were

pieces of cloth inserted into a cavity in the tumour,

or that cloth of some sort had been recently placed

in contact with them, so as to leave its impression.

I asked the parents if any cloth had been introduced

into the mouth ; but they asserted that such was not

the case, and the girl corroborated their statement. I

now seized the bands with forceps, and, using a little

force, succeeded in removing it ; the girl shrieking

loudly, and endeavoring to seize my hand. The band

was simply a piece of cloth. On examining the

mouth I saw what was undoubtedly a second piece

of cloth, which I also removed, and thus I went on
removing piece after piece till every vestige of the

tumour disappeared. The girl looked foolish and
sulky. The parents seemed stupified, and could not

at once realize that their daughter's illness was pure

deception. They brought her to me again on the

following day. There was not the slightest trace of

disease. The teeth were sound, the jaws well

formed. The right cheek was, as I have said before,

plump and round ; the left was thin, and hung flac-

cid and void of expression. The centre of the cheek,

which formed the most prominent part of the tumour

was now shrivelled up, like the skin of a withered

apple. The tumor was composed of twenty-three

pieces of cloth, weighing, when washed and dried, 4

ounces.—Dr. Macleod Cameron in Indian Medi-

cal Gazette.

Disarticulation of the Upper Maxillary Bones
Mr. J. H. Slater, M. R. C. S., sends the follow-

ing case to the Medical Times & Gazette :

So complicated are the injuries which usually

happen to the bones of the upper jaw that no at-

tempt has ever been made, as far as I am aware, to

establish a systematic classification of them, or

special rules for their treatment. Feeling, therefore,

that any addition to the instances already recorded

would be acceptable to those who are interested in

this subject, I venture to give a short account of a

case which recently occurred in my own practice,

which, to the best of my belief, is unprecedented in

the extent of its injury and subsequent result, in the

annals of Surgery.

In August last, W. S., a laborer, aged 30, was

driving a wagon when one of the horses suddenly

fell and knocked him down, with his head under the

animal. The ground was very hard from the pre-

vious drought. When first seen he was sensible,

though unable to articulate distinctly ; his face was

bruised and swelled ; his lips and teeth slightly apart,

the upper jaw projecting somewhat over the lower,

and unable by any effort to be closed upon it. There

was no great deformity of the general expression of

the face. On touching the cheeks, they appeared to

contain a quantity of " loose bones. ;" on both sides

the malar bones were displaced and movable. On
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laying hold of the upper incisors, the wedge-shape

portion of bone corresponding to the position of the

superior maxillse and malars was so movable that

the impression conveyed to myself and my assistants

was^that, by a forcable twist, the whole could have

been brought away but for the attachments to the

soft parts. At the articulation of the nasal bones

with the frontal and lacrymal there was a very dis-

tinct separation. The floor of each orbit was de-

pressed and freely movable, the left rather more than

the right. The entire jaw seemed to be protruded

forward, the teeth being abnormally prominent and
overhanging. The alveolar ridges and other portions

of the bones were unbroken. The horizontal plates

of the palate bones were severed from their connex-

ion with the vertical, and with their articulation with

the internal pterygoid processes of the sphenoid,

which could be ascertained on passing the finger

along the roof of the mouth, by their extreme mo-
bility. There were no external wounds beyond

bruises and abrasions, though the oedema and ecchy-

mosis were subsequently considerable.

The appearances above described were clearly

made out and recognized by all present, professional

and otherwise, and the disarticulation was beyond a

doubt, inasmuch as the bones, in then wedge-shape

entirity, could be freely moved backwards, forwards,

upwards, downwards, and from side to side. The
separation of the malar bones from then articulation

was no less distinct. For a considerable time sense

of smell was absent, and the tears, by reason of a

slight displacement of the puncta, coursed over the

cheeks. At first hemorrhage from the nostrils was

severe. At no time was there auy great pain.

With much time and trouble, I carefully adjusted

a gutta-percha casing to the parts. A horizontal slip

passed across the upper lip, and exerted backward
pressure on the alveolar ridge, to obviate its tendency

to eversion. This was joined by two lateral flaps

brought from the top of the head (corresponding

with the coronal suture) beside the cheeks, and united

with another horizontal slip passing from the back of

the head below the occiput to either side, to steady

and keep in position the two malar bones. These

were carefully padded with strips of spongio-piline,

which readily adhered to the gutta-percha when hot.

Over all, a bandage was put, fixing firmly the lower

jaw on the upper by exerting upward pressure. He
was fed through an opening of his teeth with fluid

food.

In the course of five or six weeks I removed the

gutta-percha apparatus, and put on a starch bandage

for another fortnight. It was several months before

he could bite solid food. He is now quite conva-

lescent, and very little the worse for his accident,

though, as if to bear testimony to the curious nature

of the injury, the upper jaw appears to be set slightly

askew, and the depression between it and its articu-

lations are abnormally wide.

Preliminary Science Training in France.
We commend, says the Medical Times & Gazette,

to the notice of those of our readers who are inter-

ested in the reform of Medical education in this

country the following lament, which appeared in a

late number of the Gazette des Hopitaux. The
article is headed " The Faculty of Medicine and the

Faculty of Biology," and the writer (Dr. E. le
Sourd) says

:

" The separation is daily becoming more marked
between clinical Medicine and the Medicine of the

laboratory ; between medical observation, strictly so

called, and the application of chemistry and physics

to Medicine ; between the teaching of the Medical

Profession, and the teaching of Medical biology or

physics and chemistry. A faculty of Biology has

been installed in the Faculty of Medicine, and, like

all parasites, which end by killing the beings by which

they exist, that which is not Medicine in the Faculty

has succeeded in stifling the Medical element. 'Med-

icine is passing in our time through a curious phase

of renovation ; sciences which were formerly styled

accessory, and which were somewhat neglected, now
become almost of first importance.' Such is the sen-

tence just pronounced by the Minister of Public In-

struction, in defence of his university budget, to jus-

tity the foundation of public laboratories of chem-

istry, physics, physiology, and histology. It is the

funeral oration of the Faculty of Medicine of Paris.

Formerly Medicine and Surgery were taught there

to make men useful to the sick, and physics and
chemistry were taught but as accessories to special

Medical education. In the present day sciences which
used to be regarded as accessory are almost of prin-

cipal importance, and such is the Faculty of Medi-

cine as it appears to the Minister of Public Instruc-

tion. In this new direction given to the Medical

studies what becomes of Medicine ? It is easy to

foresee, and, indeed, it is known already by the clin-

ical inefficiency of the Surgeons who present them-

selves for the examination for the Fellowship and for

Hospitals, or by the weakness of the competition for

the House-Physicians' posts. The pupils know some

biological physics, some comparative physiology, and

something of histology, but they are almost ignorant

of common anatomy, of regional anatomy, of human
physiology, of common pathological anatomy, of

symptomatology, and of the principles of diagnosis,

that is to say, of what constitutes the basis of prac-

tical Medicine and Surgery. Pauvre Faculte V

Otitis in Infants.

At the Paris Medical Hospital Society, M. Parrot,
on presenting some specimens, read a communica-

tion "On Otitis of the Middle Ear in New-born In-

fants." On examining the bodies of new-born in-

fants, lesions of the middle ear are frequently met
with,which have hitherto excited little attention. They

are almost always similar in character, any differences

observable being referable solely to the period of
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tlieir evolution at which they are observed. On
opening the cavity of the tympanum it is found

filled either with a reddish, semi-transparent, gelati-

nous substance, a greenish yellow mass like concrete

pus, or a yellowish liquid of the consistence of serous

pus. In the first case the ossicula and the membrane
lining the tympanum are in their place, and of a red

color. In the second the redness is much more intense,

and the membrane is tumefied, red, opaque, and dif-

ficult of recognition. When a fluid like serous pus

fills the cavity the membrane has disappeared, and

the separated bones are lying in the fluid. Accom-
panying this condition, thus far there has been found

no appreciable change in the external meatus or the

internal ear, and although the Eustachian tube is

sometimes tumefied and obstructed with mucus, it is

in general healthy. The membrane of the tympanum
on its external surface has always been found intact,

although its mucous layer is often softened. These

appearances, as well as those derived from microsco-

pical examination, clearly show that the lesion must

be regarded as belonging to the class of catarrhal in-

flammations. Its influence in producing deaf-dumb-

ness need not be insisted on. In some of the cases

upon which the paper has been founded, the infant

manifested during life more or less deafness. As to

the causes of this otitis much obscurity exists. It is met

with accompanying very different affections, among
which pneumonia is especially to be noted, as also

the diseases of the digestive canal which are so com-

mon at this period of life. But it may be stated that

most of the infants in whom the lieson has been ob-

served have suffered during a variable period from

great disturbance of nutrition, owing to insufficient

or faulty fooi. M. Dumontpallier observed that

the frequency with which M. Parrot has met these

appearances would seem to show that they had not any

great influence on deaf-dumbness. M. Parrot replied

that, in fact, the children who have these lesions in

an advanced degree die, but others who are only

slightly attacked survive. As to the actual part the

disease in question plays in producing a fatal result,

this is probably not considerable, as it is very rare to

find the lesions propagated to the brain. The right

side is the one usually affected, and if both sides are

so, that is usually the worst. As already observed,

nineteen-twentieths of the infants on whom these

researches have been made have died either from
lobular pneumonia, or affections of the digestive ca-

nal.

Heart Disease and the Turkish Bath.

Another death has taken place in the Turkish bath

at Cork, and it has again raised the question as to

how far it is secure or judicious for cardiac patients

to undergo the violent variations of temperature

which the bath involves. It appeared from the evi-

dence that for the previous week the deceased's ap-

petite had somewhat fallen away and he was not in

strong health, though he did not complain. He went

to the bath between seven and eight o'clock, was
there about three-quarters of an hour, there being

other persons in the same room (the sudatorium, or

intermediate apartment) at the time. Deceased was
on a couch when it was noticed that he breathed

heavily, and that he was in a fainting state. Assis-

tance was called and the deceased was removed at

once to the outer or cooling room, and restoratives

were applied. Dr. Shinkwin was sent for and

came immediately, but the deceased had expired be-

fore his arrival. In the doctor's opinion (without

having made a post-mortem examination) the de-

ceased was a man of weak heart and had died from

syncope. In reply to the Coroner, Dr. Shixkwik
gave it as his opinion that the Turkish Bath was not

fit for a person in deceased's condition—with a weak
heart. Dr. Barter gave it as his opinion that the

bath was beneficial for persons with weak hearts,

and said he had several patients in that condition at

his establishment at Blarney who took the bath

twice a day with manifest advantage. The jury re-

turned a verdict to the following effect :
" That

death was caused, as they believed, by syncope, his

illness lasting about an hour ; and that every atten-

tion was paid to the deceased while at the bath."

It was obviously not the function of the jury to

declare whether or not persons suffering from heart

disease might safely take the bath, but it is never-

theless a question which must be answered by those

who say that they may. Without pledging ourselves

to a verdict, we must say that the feeling of the pro-

fession is greatly against the use of the bath by such

persons, and all our present knowledge on the sub-

ject is against subjecting them to the danger.

It is, indeed, a great responsibility for those who
advise the use of the bath, and it would be well if

they could place before the profession some of the

arguments which they consider justify them in giv-

ing the advice.

Signs of Death after Lightning Stroke.

Benjamin W. Richardson, M. D., F. B. S.,

has been making extensive researches with the

great induction coil at the Polytechnic Institution in

London, to ascertain the effects of lightning stroke

upon animals, with a view to throwing light upon

some hitherto doubtful points connected therewith.

The importance of being able to ascertain whether a

person is dead or otherwise after being struck by

lightning will not be disputed. Dr. Richardson
asserts that it would be the easiest mistake in the

world to look on a man struck by lightning as dead,

when in truth he is only stunned.

He says : I am free to confess, and it is right to

confess, I have seen an animal so seemingly dead

after electrical discharge that at first I adjudged it

dead, and yet it has spontaneously recovered. If

then I, who am somewhat conversant with the
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effects of these shocks on living organisms, might,

• by too hasty an examination, be deceived, how
much more so those who by mere accident first ap-

proach the victims to the lightning discharge ; and

how shall all men be guided toward a more correct

knowledge as to the positive signs of death ? I

answer on this point with much less of knowledge'
4 than I could wish, but I may perhaps so answer as

to prevent one of the most serious of errors. The

i

~ positive signs of death after lightning stroke, as far

as I know them up to this time, are

—

(1.) Absence of all Indication of Motion of the

.
Heart.—This sign must be accepted with the under-

standing that there may be action of the heart which

does not declare itself by audible sound or sensible

I motion detectable through the walls of the chest.

(2.) Absence of Reflex Action.—As a rule, an

animal which has been stunned simply by the elec-

. trical shock shows signs of reflex motion, so-culled,

f

when an irritant is applied to the eye or when the

skin is pricked over a muscle. Whenever there is

, an exhibition of reflex action, the evidence is almost

^

certain that living action is not absolutely suspended.

But it must also be accepted with this understand-

ing, that in batrachians, at all events, its absence

does not of necessity denote death. We give a shock

to a frog, for instance, and we see, on applying an

irritant, that the animal shows no reflex, action. Yet

the probabilities are that the animal will be restored

to life.

(3.) Decrease of Animal Temperature, in the

Cavities, to the Temperature of Water left exposed

to the surrounding Air.—This, in our present state

of knowledge, is a fair proof of actual death in

warm-blooded animals. It does not prove the im-

possibility of recovery.

(4.) Absence of Color in Semi-transparent Struct-

ures.—The passing of a strong light through the

hand, or other semi-transparent structure, and ob-

serving if the red color which is seen in the living

parts is absent, is a good sign of death ; but is not,

I think, absolutely reliable, inasmuch as there may
be so much resistance to conveyance of blood

through the vessels that coloration due to the pres-

ence of blood in them may be absent in the hands,

or even in the cheeks, w lule yet there may be mo-
tion of the heart.

(5.) Rigidity of Muscles.—If muscular rigidity

be general, and the muscles of the chest be rigid, the

evidence of absolute death is sufficient. But a par-

tial or local rigidity of muscle is not of sufficient

evidence. Rigidity may occur in one limb, so we
saw at the last demonstration, in the line in which

the electrical current has coursed through the body,

and may not designate total extinction of living

action.

(6.) Coagulation of the Blood in the Veins.—

This is at once a ready and good sign of death. In

the human subject the largest vein that can be

*39

found immediately under the skin should be laid

freely open, a fillet being first applied above the

place for the opening. If, then, in the vein there be

found a coagulum, the inference is fair that the pro-

cess of coagulation is complete, and that restoration

of life is impossible.

(7.) Decomposition.—Lastly, the occurrence of

decomposition of the body is the final proof of actual

death ; and although when the blood in the venous

system is distinctly coagulated, and there is gen-

eral rigor mortis, it may not be necessary to wait

for decomposition of the body before committing it

to the earth, in the absence of the two changes just

named—coagulation and rigidity—evidence of de-

composition ought always to precede the act of burial.

Reviews and Book Notices.

A Treatise on the Diseases of the Eye. By J.
Soelberg Wells. First American edition.

With 216 engravings on wood, and 6 colored

plates. Philadelphia: H.C.Lea. 1S09. 1 vol.

8vo. pp. 736.

The very complete work of Dr. Wells has been
received with great favor by English opthalmologists,

and we are glad to see it reproduced in this country.
It aims to give succinct and practical information on
all the diseases of that organ, embracing the opinions
and treatment of the best oculists in England and
on the continent. Tha republication has passed
through the press under the supervision of an Amer-
ican occulist, who has added several valuable notes,

and included in the appendix the test types of Jaeger
& Snellen, both of great importance in diagnosis.

The illustrations are also more numerous in the
American edition, and the paper and print in Mr.
Lea's usual satisfactory style. No doubt the work
will command the attention of all interested in this

speciality.

A Manual of Elementary Chemistry, Theoret-
ical and Practical. By George Fownes, F. R. S.

From the tenth revised and corrected English
edition, edited byRobert Bridges, M. D. With
197 illustrations. Philadelphia : Henry C. Lea.
1869. 1 vol. pp. 857.

We hardly recognize in this thick volume the

"Fownes" of our student days. The progress of
chemistry has been so rapid, it is becoming such a
universal science, and is daily being adapted to such

wider views of matter, that he who studied it, no
matter how carefully, a half dozen years ago, will

feel quite at a loss on turning the pages of a treatise

just issued.

The distinction between organic and inorganic

chemistry is falling away, as is that between organic

and inorganic life. New nomenclatures and new
theories in chemical philosophy are introduced. The
nomenclature adopted in this edition of the work
before us, is simplified by discarding the word "of"
in the names of salts, and using an adjective form
for the names of metals. Nitrate of silver is " silver

nitrate," corrosive sublimate is "mercuric chloride,"

calomel, " mercurous chloride," etc. These changes

are, however, readily acquired, and are no doubt
adopted for real convenience and accuracy.

This edition is so thoroughly revised and carefully

edited that it no doubt will continue and extend the

popularity of the book, and maintain its place as the

best manuel for students extant.
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MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER.

PHILADELPHIA, AUGrTST 14, 1869.

S. W. BUTLER, M. D.,& D. G. BRINTON, M. D.,Eds

B^" Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,
News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

B^"" To insure publication, articles must be practical,

brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

"We particularly value the practical experience of coun-
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfullv belongs to the profession.

TO SUBSCRIBERS.

The 21st volume of the Medical and Sur-

gical Reporter began on July 3rd. A
large number of subscriptions are due from

that date, and we look to a prompt response

to the bills already sent out and being sent.

—

Our bills ahcays call for PAYMENT IN AD-

VANCE.

As we are about to reduce our stock of odd

back numbers of the Reporter, in order to

make room, it is desirable that all who wish

to complete their files should notify us by the

10th of August. Bills will be sent with the

numbers ordered.

We can still supply a few complete sets or

volumes from the commencement, bound or un-

bound. They should be applied for soon, as

they will soon be exhausted.

THE UNITY OP DISEASE.
The recent investigations of Dr. Darwin,

into the development of animal life, and the

probability he makes apparent that there is no
fixed, inevitable boundaries to species, will re-

sult, if proven by the progress of observation,

in materially modifying our classification of

natural objects. To what end multiply the de-

scriptions of species, and apply names to this

and that newly discovered plant or animal, if,

in a few years, perchance, or in a few ages at

any rate, it will have to be done over again?

Why go to the trouble of labelling the whole
world, when, in no long time, many of our

labels will be awry ?

Naturalists object to Darwin's theory on

the score that it throws everything into con-

fusion. But this is far from being the case.

There is a higher standpoint, if they will or

can reach it, from which a more perfect unity ;

is visible, and a more advanced order than

they have imagined in their own little arrang-

ment of this universe.

In our own particular branch of natural sci-

ence—that of medicine—a similar tendency is

displayed. The nosologies that lay down their

fourteen hundred separate diseases, the treati-

ses on diagnosis which define with such sharp

outlines this or that malady, the divisions of

the text-books looking to the same ends, seem

to the minds of some but make-shifts to aid

our business—not as representative ofthe true

state of the case. Needful they may be, but

not real. They are like the lines and cubes

which the geometrician uses. He cannot well

get along without the assistance of some such

visible and tangible helps, but he starts out

with the definite understanding, and he is care-

ful to keep the truth ever before him that a

line in fact has length only, and no breadth
;

that a plane is a superficies, but it has no thick-

ness, and that a cube is a combination of planes

wholly without substance.

So disease, it is claimed, is not at all multi-

form in nature, but only in manifestation.

Like a skilful actor, it appears in a hundred dis-

guises, but remains ever the same. This an-

ecdote was recently told us of Dr. Physic, half

a century ago one of Philadelphia's most dis-

tinguished physicians. He was discoursing of

disease to several medical men at the Philadel-

phia Hospital, and he made this remark, which

none but a very eminent man would dare to

make: " I care very little for the name of a

disease. I often treat a case for days, or, in-

deed, throughout, and do not give it any name,
even to myself. I more frequently specify the

complaint in order to satisfy the friends, than

for any advantage it is to me. If you really

understand a Latin sentence, it is indifferent

whether you can translate it glibly or not."

ACTION OF THE UNIVERSITY OF LOUIS-
VILLE.

We have received a copy (official) of the

following resolutions, which we very willingly

publish, merely remarking in reply to the in-

timation that we did not know what we were

writing about in our strictures on Dr. Bell's

article, that as editors and physicians we do

know the right of every editor to comment
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1 severely, if he thinks he sees just occasion, on
: public lectures and printed books, and the im-
' propriety of any physician in indulging in per-

1 sonal diatribes in medical journals, because he

feels hurt at such comments.

Medical Department University )

of Louisville,
\

Louisville, July 23, 1869. )

At a meeting of the Faculty held this day,

the article from the Medical and Surgical Re-

1 porter was read, headed "unmannerly," where-

:

upon it was
Resolved, That this Faculty, while it entertains a high

respect for the Editors of the Medical and Surgical Re-
\

-porter, and is disposed to listen candidly to their sugges-
tions, claims to be more competent to judge of matters

3 immediately under its eyes, than they can be at a distance.
Resolved, That in the controversy between Prof. Gail-

lard and Prof. Bell, in which the Editors call upon the

j

Faculty to interfere, the Faculty is of opinion that Prof.
Bell has simply acted in self-defence, and that un-

! der the provocation his reply to Prof. Gaillard's attack
was justifiable.
Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be spread

upon the records of the Faculty and forwarded to the
Editors of the Medical and Surgical Reporter, and to the

[
Editor of the Nashville Journal of Medicine and Surgery.

. GEORGE W. BAYLESS. EDWARD R. PALMER,
1 J. MORICE BODINE, JOHN E. CROME, •

, JAMES W. HOLLAND, DAVID W. YAUDELL,
LANSFORD P. YAUDELL, JR.

I

MEDICAL AND SURGICAL HISTORY OF
THE WAR.

We have recently received from the Surgeon

General U. S. A., a copy of Circular No. 2, S.

G. 0. 1869. It is a report on the Excisions of

the Head of the Femur for Gunshot Injury,

and makes a compact quarto volume of 141

pages. There are two appendices, the first

containing a list of such excisions as have been

reported *, the second a complete biography of

the operation. The treatment of the subject

is most complete and admirable.

"We understand that the two volumes con-

taining the first part of the "Medical and Surg-

ical History of the War" are in such an ad-

vanced state of preparation that their publi-

cation may be soon looked for. One volume,

on medicine, contains tabular statements of

the sickness and mortality of the United States

armies, for five years, and a discussion of these

tables; the other volume, on surgery, con-

taining histories of the wounds of the head
and chest. The two volumes will be of about

900 pages each. About half this number of

pages are already printed, and the work is rap-

idly going forward. The complete Medical
and Surgical History will consist of six quarto

volumes—three on medicine and three on sur-

gery.

Of the Circular on Excisions of the Hip, it

may be safely said that it is the largest con-

tribution yet made to that subject. Not less

than 85 cases of excision for injury are record

ed. Particulars are given of over five hundred

injuries supposed to have involved the hip

primarily or secondarily, and the relative value

of treatment by expectancy, amputation or ex-

cision is discussed with a greater basis of facts

than have ever been known before.

2. The pretensions of Eve, Grow and Pir-

agoff are effectually crushed.

3. The lithographs and wood cuts are

really admirable, and if the latter were print

ed on linen paper they would rival the best

work of Boggs and the other artists employed

by Churchill of London. On this subject it

might be mentioned that Pitha and Bilroth,

in their great systematic work on surgery, had
copied nearly all of the wood cuts in Circular

No. 6, 1865, and as much maybe said of Didiot,

Smith, Esmarch, etc.

Notes and Comments.

A Medical Witness-

The London Lancet gives the following scraps of

medical evidence

:

Mr. Reid, in the box, cross-examined by Mr»

Quinlan, counsel for plaintiffs.

Quinlan—You have an extensive private practice

in addition to your hospital duties ?

Reid—I have a very good consulting practice.

Most of my patients come from far, live in the var-

ious hotels in the town, and do not occupy my time

nearly so much as a very general moderate practice.

In point of fact, I never am days in attendance on a

midwifery case, and do not go out half a dozen

times a day to visit a child who has eaten too much
plum pudding. That is the business of a general

practitioner, and not of a consulting surgeon.

Quinlan—What is your income from your private

practice ?

The Chief Justice—I think you are going too far,

Mr. Quinlan.

Foreman of Jury—It appears to me, your Honor,

that the counsel for the plaintiffs is occupying our

time needlessly in subjects that should not come be-

fore us.

The Chief Justice—I perfectly agree with you.

Quinlan—Could you give us any idea of the time

you take to make an examination of your private

patients ?

Reid—The time I take varies ; but I will give you
an instance that occurred not long ago. A gentle-

man called upon me with a husky voice, stating

that he suffered from rheumatism, and wished my
opinion. I observed that he entered my room with

his head and chest bent forwards. In reply to my
queries, he admitted that he had pain in the back
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and in the left shoulder ; that he had great difficult}'

in swallowing, the food appearing to stick in his

throat ; that at night he was constantly obliged to

bend his body well forward to get relief, and that he

had a difficulty of breathing. On putting up his

shirt, I found the heart's apex outside the nipple

line, and there was little respiratory action in the

left lung. I told him at once that he had a small

aneurism pressing upon the left bronchus, and that

if he did not take care he would die suddenly. He
paid me a guinea and went away. The time I have

taken to describe this to you is about the same time

I devoted to the patient.

Qumlan—You state that most of your private

patients come from a long distance.

Reid- -Yes, they do.

Quinlan—Then they must be very severe cases.

Reid—I do not suppose that a man would come

many hundred miles to me if he could be cured by a

general practitioner in his district.

Quinlan—Then they have long stories to tell you.

Reid—Yes, they have.

Quinlan—And how do you then get through your

work?
Reid—By attending to my business, examining

the patient thoroughly, and preventing his indulging

in any irrelevant conversation.

The Chief Justice—Oh ! that I could do the same

;

wouldn't I get through my work quickly. (Laugh-

ter.)

Quinlan—Ain't you very rough and abrupt in

your manners, and do you not imitate Abernethy

in this particular ?

Reid—I imitate the peculiarities of no man's

manner.

Quinlan—Don't affect to misunderstand me, sir.

Would you not—like Abernethy—order a patient

who was addressing you to put out his tongue and

hold it there ?

Reid—I never did such a thing in my life ; but I

have not the slightest doubt that if you consulted me
I should be obliged to do so in your case. (Loud
laughter.)

Quinlan—It appears, doctor, that you not only

have the sympathies of the bulk of the medical pro-

fession on your side, but of the bar.

The Chief Justice, to Mr. Quinlan—And you may
add of the Judge also.

Glycerin and Distillation.

We think, says the Druggist's Price Current the

time has come when the use of any glycerin having

the least impurity, should be abandoned, as the price

of the pure article is so low that there is but a slight

difference between it and that of impure.

For medical purposes, for extracts, as a substitute

for sugar in medicinal sirups, pure glycerin only

should be used, and will specially be valuable in

warm weather, as glycerin docs not ferment, and

the sirups wi;l hence keep much better than sugar

would.

The perfumer will find it to his advantage to use

a pure glycerin, as it requires less perfume. We
would particularly warn against the use of an im-

pure article for hair-oils or hair-tonics, as the. lime

or lime salts cause an irritation of the scalp and the

consequent falling out of the hair. Glycerin having

any odor is not fit to be used for these purposes,

even if the odor be covered by perfume, as the

perfume will volatilize first and leave the rancid

smell.

For the benefit of those not versed in chemistry,

we give a few simple and practical tests, to detect

impurities in glycerin :

1. Specific gravity. Employ Baume's hydrometer.

Glycerin, weighed at the temperature of 60 degrees

Fahrenheit, should have no less than 29 degrees B.

;

if it contains lime or alkalies, one degree should be

deducted, as these substances make it heavier.

2. Odor. Rubbed on the hand, it should be per-

fectly iDodorous. Impure glycerin, under this test,

has a disagreeable smell. The impurity causing

this odor is mostly butyric acid, as by contact with

the glycerin, it forms a very volatile glycerole. Such

an article will always grow worse by age.

3. Lime, or salts of lime, lake a solution of

oxalic acid, add some spirits of ammonia, and mix

this with a small portion of glycerin ; if the mixture

remains limpid, the glycerin is free from lime ; if a

white precipitate forms, then lime is present.

4. Chlorine, or chlorates. Add a few drops of

solution of nitrate of silver to the glycerin ; if a

white precipitate forms, the above impurities are

present.

5. Sugar, grape or cane, is an adulteration which

is sometimes found in foreign glycerin. Cane-sugar

can be detected by the taste, as glycerin is not as

sweet as sugar ; but grape-sugar can be discovered

by the polarization of light, which requires a costly

apparatus, or by caustic potash, which requires an

expert. Hence, when glycerin is expected to con-

tain sugar, it should be given to an experienced

chemist.

One of the most recent improvements in the dis-

tillation of glycerin is the process patented through

the Scientific American Agency, by O. Laist, of Cin-

cinnati, Ohio, and heretofore noticed in our columns.

The glycerin is heated in the still by means of fire,

to the point required; but, as glycerin is liable to

decompose on being heated in a vessel filled with

air, a small jet of steam is introduced into the still

to expel the air, and, as the steam condenses in the

condenser, a vacuum is thus created. The condenser

is so arranged that the glycerin condenses while the

water and volatile impurities evaporate ; a draft

being created to prevent their condensation.

As the glycerin is liquid at over 300 degrees Fah-
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i renheit, no loss by evaporation need be feared. Of

course all mineral (not volatile) impurities remaining

in the still, while all volatile impurities evaporate,

the glycerine must come out entirely pure, and must

\ be of the highest specific gravity, as no water can
lV condense.

r Glycerin made by this process was found to be in-

odorous, colorless, and of a specific gravity of 1.253,

|<j being more than the United States Dispensatory re-

quires, besides being free from all mineral impurities.

A Clinical Thermometer.

A handy clinical thermometer has been devised

by Mr. Hawksley, of Blenheim street, London. It

is about the size of Dr. Allbutt's thermometer, and

is graduated in fifths of degrees Fahrenheit; the

degrees, however, being made much more promi-

nent than the fractions—a useful modification. The
glass of the bulb is dulled, with the intention of

making it more absorbent of heat. The case is of

wood, marked outside with comparative scales, by

means of which the observer can at once translate

degrees of Fahrenheit into Centigrade, and vice

versa. There is also a scale of inches and eighths of

an inch. Lastly, a useful little "dodge" is the squar-

ing one end of the case, so that it will not roll off a

table. Physicians have tested these thermometers,

and found it to act very well; throe minutes are

sufficient for an observation.

Men and Women.
A paper was read by Mr. G. Harris, F. S. A., on

the distinctions mental and moral, occasioned by dif-

ference in sex, is quoted in the Medical Press and

Circular.

The difference between the sexes was asserted to

be one of a material nature only, affecting not merely

the organization, but also the texture and tempera-

ment of the material frame, which could not how-

ever be supposed to extend to the immaterial part of

our nature. A great difference prevails in different

departments of nature in regard to sex. In the case

of some animals, the female is larger and more
powerful than the male ; and however great the

difference between individuals occasioned by sex,

that occasioned by age, education, and other causes,

are wider still. Among mankind moral as well as

mental differences ought to be considered ; and the

establishment of a difference did not necessarily imply

a superiority on either side, though one sex must
necessarily assume the rule. Among animals the

greatest feats in the way of instinct have been per-

formed by females. Although women have , in many
respects, greater opportunities than men for literary

effort, especially in the large amount of leisure at

command, they have not equalled men either in

philosophy, poetry, painting, or music. But if they

have not equalled the men as composers, they have

rivalled them as vocalists, and also as performers on
the stage. In history and fiction female writers have

been below the rank of male authors ; in the art of

letter-writing, they have, perhaps, in certain re-

spects, exceeded them. As regards certain moral

qualities, however, such as courage and constancy,

experience might lead us to doubt whether the fe-

males might not claim the superiority ; in deeds of

heroism they have rivalled, if not eclipsed, the men.
In respect for their capacity for government, the

instances adduced of great female sovereigns, showed

that here also the softer sex is fully capacitated for

the highest duties. As regards professions fitted for

females, those which embraced the care and instruc-

tion of the young, and ministering to the sick,

women are peculiarly adapted to fill ; and in many
branches of literature, as well as in business of

several kinds, they are fitted to engage. Neverthe-

less the differences between the sexes are both es-

sential and extensive, and such as no artificial at-

tempts can lessen ; that difference, however, may not

be one of actual mental or moral superiority on
either side ; each sex has its proper sphere of exertion

and its sphere of duty, in which, and in which alone,

it is calculated to excel.

Plain Talk.

Dr. Chas. R. Drysdale, in an article in the

London Medical Press and Circular, talks "in

meeting" as follows :

Prostitution, and most of the evils of human fife

would disappear, if but a prudent conduct like that

of the French peasantry, who, according to M.

Maurice Block, habitually limit their families to

two children, were to come itno vogue throughout

European States. Marriage, too, might then be

universal, and the great end of all true morality,

namely, happiness, attained by the immense ma-

jority of mankind. It had beeu objected to the as-

sertion that over-population was the cause of pov-

erty, by Doubleday, Herbert Spencer, and others,

that poverty was the cause of rapid breeding. But,

the families of the aristocracy from the Queen
downwards were usually large, and the French

peasantry who had only two children, limited then-

numbers of their own accord, not from any miracu-

lous so-called law of nature like that assumed to

exist by Mr. Doubleday and his followers.

Dr. Drysdale believes that his able confreres of

the medical profession in general have paid but little

attention to the subject of political economy, and does

not wonder at this, seeing that the range of medical

questions was already so extensive. He only does feel

surprised that able men who belonged to one depart-

ment of science, should speak so slightingly of the

discoveries ofmen like Malthus, Ricardo, Mill, Senior,

J. S. Mill, McCulloch, Chalmers, Say, &c. He
hoped such superficial criticisms will soon cease, and

that his respected brethren would take the trouble
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calmly to address themselves to the study of the

works of these great men ; without doing so, they

are quite unfit to speak upon topics of public hy-

giene or morality, in his humble opinion.

Female Medical Education in London
The condition of female medical education in

London is detailed in the report of the Female Medi-

cal Society, which was presented at the general meet-

ing last week. During the last session there had

been 12 entries of new students, and two more of

the senior students had passed the preliminary ex-

amination in arts at Apothecaries' Hall. The total

number of ladies who had entered as students during

the five years wras 81, of whom 43 were single, 22

married, and 16 widowed. Some of those ladies

had attended the lectures merely as a means

of intellectual culture. Several were relatives of

clergymen, 17 were relatives of medical men, 10

were midwives (previously in practice), two were

hospital matrons, three were superior nurses, one an

artist, four were wives, widows or daughters of

chemists, and one was prepared to act as medical

missionary to India, in connection with the Society

for the Propagation of the Gospel, while a consider-

able number were or would have been governesses,

and some had been previously of no occupation.

Some of the earlier students had settled in practice,

and were succeeding admirably—one of them oc-

cupied a responsible position in connection with the

Birmingham Lying-in Hospital, and another, who
held a responsible appointment in London, received

a salary of £100 for a small portion of her time.

The International Medical Congress at

Florence.

L' Imparziale announces that the number of

medical practitioners, Italian and foreign, who have

already sent in their promises of support to the com-

mittee of the International Medical Congress is con-

siderable. L''Imparziale invites the medical men of

Italy to prove their hospitality and their fraternal

feeling, and to make provision for the advent of the

strangers who will attend the Congress, not only for

their hospitable reception, but for a display of scien-

tific work wrhich may leave on their minds a favor-

able impression of the development and activity of

medical science in Italy.

Danger of the Drinking Customs of Society.

The following is from an authoritative source

—

and it behooves our profession, wThose mission is

one of benevolence and mercy, to exert its powerful

influence against the cause of so much evil

:

Dr. Day, Superintendent of the New York State

Inebriate Asylum, recently delivered an addrests be-

fore the inmates of that institution, in which he
stated that modern drinking families, more than
bar-room or groggery, are the schools in which the

fundamental principles of intemperance are taught.

Among other things he said : "It is my firm belief
that no family accustomed to the daily use of ardent
spirits ever failed to plant the seeds of that fearful dis-

ease which sooner or later produced a harvest of
griefs. In every such family you may find the scroll

of the prophet which was written within and with-
out with mourning, lamentation and woes. It is

;

here that the tender digestive organs of children are
perverted and predisposed to habits of intemper-
ance. From long observation I am convinced that
one or more of the members of every wine-drinking
family become, sooner or later, drunkards. Drunk-
enness, in every instance, is a simple failure of an
attempt to drink moderately.

The Virtues of Oil of Turpentine.

And now cometh one D. A. Moreis, a very wise

man of Gotham, proposing, in a communication to

the Scientific American to cure lock-jaw, and a few

other trifling complaints (toithout fail), after this

fashion—all very good and proper in its place, but

old, very familiar to medical men, and not a certain

cure

:

I am extremely sorry to learn of the death ofmy
old friend, Mr. John A. Roebling. If I had known
in time that he had lock-jaw I could have saved his

life, and would willingly have traveled many miles
to do it. Let any one who has an attack of lock-jaw
take a small quantity of spirits of turpentine, warm
it, and pour it on the wound—no matter where the
wound is, or what its nature is—and relief will fol-

low in less than one minute. Nothing better can be ap-
plied to a severe cut or bruise than cold turpentine ; it

will give certain relief almost instantly. Turpentine
is also a sovereign remedy for croup. Saturate a
piece of flannel with it, and place the flannel on the
throat and chest—and in very severe cases three to
five drops on a lump of sugar may be taken inwardly.
Every family should have a bottle of turpentine on
hand.

Effect of the Suez Canal on Climate.

If we are to believe M. Rayet, the climate of the

Isthmus of Suez will undergo a transformation in

consequence of the arrival of the sea in Lake Tim-

sah and in the basin of the Bitter Lakes, and the

creation of two immense sheets of water in a region

where there existed nothing but marsh land occa-

sionally inundated by the Nile.

This modification of climate has already become
observable. According to the evidence of persons,

who had resided on the spot as old employees of the

Suez Company, the rains are much more frequent

than they were five or six years since. Apropos of

this report M. Buys-Ballot has addressed to the

Academy of Sciences of Paris the conclusions of a

work published some time since, in which he has

shown that the drying of the sea at Harlem has

modified the climate condition of the country. The
result of numerous investigations is, that since the

drying of these 19,000 hectares the temperature has

risen half a degree in summer, and has fallen half a

degree in winter.
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Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.

Experience with some New Remedies.

Eds. Med. and Surg. Reporter :

The list of new remedies now so rapidly accumu-

lating, calls forth the expression of those whose ex-

perience often saves useless expense and unnecessary

trials.

American pepsine, recently introduced as a rem-

edy in diarrhoea of children, I have found of no

value whatever, even when combined with bismuth.

No treatment is so unsatisfactory as that of diarrhoea

occurring in children during dentition, especially in

summer. Sub. nit. bismuth is irritating and very

often vomited immediately after taken. I feel at a

loss for some more effective treatment than is men-

tioned by Wood, Watson, Dickson, West or Meigs.

I have used chalk mixture, blue mass with chalk

mixture, Hope mixture, Calomel; with irritable

stomach a combination of bismuth, quinine and

hydractin, Hegeman's ferrated elix. of bark (a good

remedy too), and numerous others,' only to see my
patients pass to other hands to be similarly treated.

The Rich Weed (collinsonia canadensis) is not in-

ferior to Buchu in its effects upon the urinary or-

gans; the negroes use it in gonorrhoea, and the

weak backs complained of so much in old people

—

or young—it very seldom fails to relieve. Is

there no fluid extract ?

I have recently been using svapnia and sweet qui-

nine, the former with satisfaction, the latter is apt

to nauseate. The larger dose and its unpleasant

taste, although called sweet, are no advantage over

the bitter, which can be sufficiently disguised by

sweetened coffee, powd. ext. licorice or sweet milk.

We had one case of puerperal convulsion (Ure-

mic) coming on after birth of child. Bromide of

potassium was often and freely given, without effect

—the patient dying 110 ho ins after birth of child.

During the last year I have seen three cases of

tetanus. The first, a boy aged 10, cut his foot ; the

wound healed rapidly, symptoms appeared soon af-

terwards, treated by Dr. Moore and myself with

tine. coc. indicus, tine. Gelsemini and tine, hyos-

ciami (taken from medical reports as a remedy of

Dr. Gross'), continued it in increasing doses for one

week, with recovery ; the muscles of the face during

the entire treatment were relaxed from effects of

the gelseminum.

The second case, a negro boy's leg run over by

the cars ; amputated by Dr. Byors ; treated by

the doctor with opiates, with recovery.

The third case, a Mexican's finger amputated

;

placed on opiate treatment by Dr. Bowers, and

bled freely but died in a day or two.

T. C. Thompson, M. D.

Columbus, Term., July 28, 1869.

Spontaneous Cur'e of Hydrocele.

Eds. Med. and Surg. Reporter:

In the Med. and Surg. Reporter for July 17th,

I find a communication from Dr. J. W. McAfee,

entitled "Spontaneous Absorption of Serum in Hy-
drocele." This reminds me, somewhat, of a case

that came under my notice. In May, 1857, Mr. C,
aged 53, rode a distance of forty miles, on horse-

back, to my house, to have me operate for Hydro-

cele of six years standing. He insisted upon simple

tapping, without injection. I consented to this ; ex-

pecting, however, to have to repeat the operation

at some subsequent time. I drew oft' thirty-three

ounces of transparent fluid resembling sea water.

He remained with me a week after tiie operation,

when he returned to his home, on horseback. In

the meantime, however, there had been a re-accu-

mulation of fluid, amounting, perhaps, to five or six

ounces, which led me to think that I would soon be

called upon to repeat the operation, but in this I

was disappointed. His ride home did not occasion

any pain, or inflammation that he could discover, but

the fluid did not increase ; it remained for some
weeks and then gradually disappeared. He has

had no return of it. Twelve months after the ope-

ration the gentleman consulted me again, 011 account

of an enlargement of the scrotum, in the same side

—the left. This proved to be Hernia, which I re-

duced by taxis, and then applied a truss. The pa-

tient has felt no inconvenience from either Hydro-

cele or Hernia since.

S. W. Jones, M. D,

Pine Bluff, Ark.

News and Miscellany.

A Good Appointment.

Dr. Burt G. Wilder, whose profound sugges-

tions and studies in the higher branches of anatomi-

cal science have been commented on several times in

this journal, has accepted an invitation to deliver a
course of twelve lectures before the,Lowell Institute,

Boston, next winter. His topic is to be " Hands and
Feet," and we doubt not they will be found not less

rich in interest to the scientific man than to the

public.

Treatment of Corns

The Scientific American says :—Persons troubled

with corns—and who is not ?—will find great relief,

and sometimes absolute cure, by the application of a

slice of lemon to the affected parts, secured by a strip

of cloth, ongoing to bed. We have tried it on a pain-

ful hard old fellow and found immediate relief.

'

A split cranberry, or cranberry poultice, we have

often recommended for the same purpose.
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The Acid Phosphates in Bread-making.

In the case of Rumford Chemical Works, of Pro-

vidence, R. I., vs. Lauer, the validity of Professor

Hoesfoed's patented process for preparing the acid

phospates was recently tried before Judge Blatch-

FORD, of Xew York. The disagreement of some of

our most distinguished chemists in what would

seem to be a plain problem in a positive science is

somewhat remarkable. We copy from the Scienti-

fic American:

It appears that Prof. ' Eben N. Horsford, the dis-

tinguished chemist and .savant, formerly of Har-

vard University, Cambridge, Mass., after long re-

search and experiment, discovered a method of man-

ufacturing the acid phosphates in such a form as to

render them useful in the making of bread.

There is no cereal so well suited to the wants of

man as wheat. Among its mineral constituents,

highly necessary to the nutrition and building-up of

the human system, are phosphates of potash, lime,

magnesia and iron. But in the bolting processes

employed to produce the fine, white flours which the

public demauds, these important minerals are more

or less sifted out and lost.

The object of Prof. Horsford's improvements

were to restore these missing ingredients to the floor

and also to furnish a more convenient and better

leaeen than yeast for bread-making

One of Prof. Horsford's preparations consists of a

fine, white, dry acid powder, containing the neces-

sary phosphates, which is mixed with common flour

and baked in the ordinary manner. For leavening pur-

poses, bicarbonate of soda is combined with the

phosphate and the flour, and when the mass is wet-

ted, carbonic acid is liberated, which leavens the

dough perfectly, thus dispensing altogether with

yeast.

The improvements of Prof. Harsford were duly

patented, and the patents were purchased by the

Rumford Chemical works of Rhode Island. The

manufacture of the phosphate preparation has be-

come an extensive business, and other parties are

now seeking to lake it up. It was to restrain one of

these infringers that the present suit was brought.

On the part of the defense, the learned Benjamin

Silliman, Jr., Professor of General and Applied

Chemistry, of Yale College, George F. Barker, Pro-

fessor of Physiological Chemistry and Toxicology,

of Yale Medical College, Prof. Austiu Flint, Jr.,

Prof. Charles A. Seely, and Mr. Place, all testified in

the most positive manner, that by following an old

formula of the celebrated chemist, Berzelius, given

Gmelin, they had produced an acid phosphate in the

form of a fine, white, dry, non-hygroscopic, homoge

neous powder, capable ot evolving carbonic acid and

producing phosphate of soda in its reaction with bi-

carbonate of soda, and otherwise presenting all the

properties of the article described in the plaintiffs

patent. These witnesses had repeatedly tried the

formula and they exhibited specimens of the pow-

ders thus produced. One of the witnesses, Prof.

Seely, testified that when the formula of Berzelius

was intelligently followed it was impossible to pro-

duce any other substance.

On the other hand, the distinguished Professor R.

Ogden Dobemus, of the Medical Societies in this

city, tesfified for the plaintiff, that the formula of

Berzelius does not contain such a description as will

enable him, as a practical chemist, to produce such a

substance as the previous witnesses had described.

He had, he said, made but one trial., which resulted

in a white po wder having an acid taste which soon

became inert, and would not, when mixed with bi-

carbonate of soda, set free carbonic acid.

Professor Hoesfoed testified that he had devoted

much time to the subject, but bad been unable from

the formula of Berzelius to produce the article des-

cribed by the witnesses for the defense. The sub-

stance which he had produced was sometimes sticky,

and from day to day lost its strength, until it had no

capacity to decompose bicarbonate of soda.

Here was a marked disagreement in the testimony

of the learned doctors ; but it does not seem to have

troubled Judge Blatchford very much. He decided

the matter readily, and at the same time gave the

the learned professors a very useful lesson in practi-

cal chemistry, by advising them to make their acid

solutions a little stronger, when they would probably

be able jto produce the subst ance described by the

savans of Yale.

Although this trial has resulted adversely, in part,

to the broad claims set up by the Rumford Chemical

Works, it will not in any manner interfere with the

continued manufacture of their excellent phosphoric

acid preparations, which are made under the per-

sonal supervision of Prof. Hoesfoed. If in point

of law he is not the original discoverer of the acid

phosphate powders, he is undoubtedly the first to

develop a method of making them commercially

available, and thus to put the public in possession of

a valuable article, the use of which is of great im-

portance as a constituent of food. The celebrated

Liebig has stated that the nutritive value of ordi-

nary flour <is increased ten per cent, by the use of

Professor Hoesfoed's phosphatic breap prepara-

tions.

How Scalping Feels.

The Detroit Free Press contains the following

graphic account by Mr. Delos G. Sandbeetson,
of the summary manner in which a poll tax was
collected of him recently, while on a visit to the

Plains

:

"I was in the infantry. Custer had command of

the troops. There was quite a force of cavalry with

us, but they were about a mile in the rear when we

first discovered the reds. Some of the troops had
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been sent around so as to attack from the other

side. The reds were camped in a sort of valley, and
we were within eighty rods of them for half an hour
before day-break. Just in the gray of morning, the

firing commenced on both sides, and we had it all

our own way for a few minutes, the cursed snakes

being much confused, and not knowing what was
up. At length they rallied, and we could hear Black
Kettle shouting and ordering. The vermin got into

holes and behind rocks—anywhere they could find

a place, and began to fight with a will. We fired

whenever we could see a top-knot, and shot squaws
—there was lots of them—just as quick as Indians.

When it was fully daylight, we all gave a big yell

and charged right down into camp. The lodges

were all a standing yet, and lots of Indians in them.
As we run through the alleys, a big red jumped out

at me from behind a tent, and before I could shorten

up enough to run him through with my bayonet, a
squaw grabbed me around the legs and twisted me
down. The camp was full of men fighting, and
everybody seemed yelling as loud as he could. When
I fell I went over backward, dropping my gun, and
I had just got part way up again, the squaw yanking
me by the hair, when the Indian clubbed my gun
aud struck me across the neck. The blow stunned
me ; the squaws kept screeching and pulling my
hair out by handfels. I heard some of our boys

shouting close by, and the squaw started and ran,

one of the boys killing her not three rods off. The
Indian stepped one foot on my chest, and with his

hand gathered up the hair near the crown of my
head. He wasn't very tender about it, but jerked

mo head this way and that, like Satan. My eyes

were partially open, and I could see the bead-work
and trimming on his leggings. Suddenly. I felt the

awfulest biting, cutting flash go round my head,

and then it seemed to me just as if my whole head
had been jerked clean oft'. I never felt such pain in

all my life ; it was like pulling your brains right

out. I didn't know any more for two or three days,

and when I came to I had the sorest head of

any human that ever lived. If the boys killed the

viper, they didn't get back my scalp
;
perhaps it got

lost in the snow. I was shipped down to Laramie
after a bit, and all the nursing I got hain't made the

hair grow out on this spot yet."

Indelible Ink for Marking Linen.
Dr. Reimann communicates the following to the

Scientific American. We transfer it to our columns
as it gives information on a subject that it is very
natural to ask a physician about

:

The following are a number of formula3 for pre-
paring indelible ink to be made use of in marking
linen. As they have all been thoroughly well-tried,

and found effectual, it is to be hoped they may prove
of some use to the public.

The linen is first moistened with a fluid, consist-

ing of a mixture of, 2 parts carbonate of soda in

crystals, 2 parts gum-arabic, 8 parts of water, and

then dried. When quite dry, it is rubbed with a

glass cloth to render it as smooth as possible, so that

it may be easier to write upon. The composition

of the ink itself is as follows : 1% pts. nitrate of sil-

ver, 16 pts. distilled water, 2 pts. gum-arabic, and £

pt. of sap green. The nitrate of silver is first dis-

solved in the distilled water, and the gum-arabic

and sap green are subsequently added.

It is necessary to write with a quill pen, all metal-

lic pens except gold ones, decomposing the ink. It

is a good plan to trace the letters on the linen with

a pencil before writing them.

Marking linen is most conveniently effected by

using a pencil and a small copper plate with perfor-

ations corresponding to the letters required. This

plate is laid upon the linen, and the ink is applied

with the pencil to the cut-out spaces, so that these

spaces, and these alone are smeared with the ink.

The following ink is of service for marking linen

with a pencil, when a metallic pattern-tracer is em-

ployed: 2 pts. Nitrate of silver, 4 pts. distilled water,

2-| pts. gum-arabic, 3 pts. carbonate of soda crystals,

5 pts. liquid ammonia.

The best way to prepare the ink is to^first dis-

solve the nitrate of silver in the liquid ammonia, and

the gum-arabic and soda in the distilled water. The

two solutions are then mixed together and slightly

warmed, when the whole mixture becomes brown.

A few drops of a solution of magenta, makes the ink

somewhat more distinct. It is of course unneces-

sary in this method to previously moisten the spot

with gum-arabic solution.

For very fine linen the following ink is best em-

ployed ; 4 pts. Nitrate of silver, 24 pts. distilled wa-

ter. To this solution liquid ammonia is added, until

the precipitate which is first formed, is re-dissolved.

Then a little sap green, indigo, etc., are ground

together, and dissolved in a solution of 4 pts. gum-

arabic, and this solution and that of the nitrate of

silver are mixed together. The whole is then diluted

until it occupies 32 parts. This ink is very limpid,

and easy to write with.

When dry a hot iron need only be passed over the

surface of the linen, when the letters will at once

make their appearance, their tint being a deep black.

The ink does not injuriously affect even the finest

linen.

The discovery of an aniline black has led to the

employment of this coloring matter in marking linen.

This ink has the advantage of being cheaper- than

the ink prepared from nitrate of silver. It has also

another advantage over the latter salt, viz : that it is

chemically indelible. The ink made with nitrate of

silver can be removed by washing the linen with a

solution of hyposulphite of soda, or by moistening

it with a solution of bichloride of copper and then

washing with liquid ammonia. This is not the case
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with the aniline ink, the color of which cannot he

removed by any chemical agent whatever. Linen

therefore marked with this ink can never he appro-

priated by other persons than the rightful owner.

Such aniline ink may be prepared in the following

way : 8| grs. of Bichloride of copper are dissolved in

30 grains of distilled water, then are added 10 grains

of common salt, and 9| grains of liquid ammonia.

A solution of 30 grains of hydrochlorate of aniline in

20 grains of distilled water is then added to 20 grains

of a solution of gum-arabic, containing 2 pts. water,

1 pt. gum-arabic, and lastly 10 grs. of glycerin.

Four parts of the aniline solution thus prepared are

mixed with one part of the copper solution.

The liquid which results has a green appearance,

and may be at once employed for marking linen,

since it invariably becomes black after a few days.

A steel pen may be employed as well as a quill. If it

is desirable not to wait so long for the appearance

of the black color, a hot iron may be passed over the

writing when the ink is dry, or the linen may be

held over the fllame of a spirit lamp, or over a hot

plate, or hot water, when the black tint will readily

appear.

It is a good plan to put the linen when marked
into a t^pid solution of soap, which has the effect of

bringing out a fine bluish tint. The ink must be so

limpid that it is able to permeate the tissue of the

linen, so that the marks appear on both sides.

It is advisable to mix the solutions together, only

when the ink has to be made use of.

The ink is perfectly indelible, and so easy to write

with that the finest devices may be drawn with it.

A very cheap brown marking ink may be prepared

from binoxide of manganese, as follows : 4 parts

Acetate of manganese dissolved in 12 pts. of water.

The place on the linen where the marks have to be
made, must be previously moistened with the fol-

lowing solution : 1 pt. Yellow prussiate of potash, \
pt. gum-arabic, 3 pts. water. The linen having been

saturated with the above solution, is then dried, and
afterwards marked with the manganese solution.

On the letters becoming drv, the following solution

is spread over the spot with a pencil : 4 pts. Carbon-
ate of potash, 10 pts. water. The letters then be-

come brown, and their color cannot be removed by
alkalies, nor by acids, with the exception of dilute

hydrochloric acid.

A purple marking ink can be prepared by em-
ploying bichloride of platinum : 1 pt. Bichloride of

platinum, 1G pts. distilled water.

The place where. the letters have to be written,

must be moistened with a solution of 3 pts. Carbon-
ate of soda, 3 pts. gum-arabic, 12 pts. wrter. The
spot is then dried and made smooth. After the let-

ters have been written with the platinum ink and
become dry, the linen is moistened with a solution
of 1 pt. Chloride of tin, 4 pts. distilled water, when
an intense and beautiful purple-red color makes its

appearance.

[Notices inserted in this column gratis, any are solicited

from all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tions of Societies at ten centsper line, ten words to a line.]

MARRIED.

Adams—Tenney. In Bristol, N. H., July 19th, by
Rev. N. Culver. Eli Q. Adams, M. D., and Miss Hattie A.
Tenney, both of Alexandria, N. H.

Bakrerk-Spees. July 13th, at the residence of the
bride's x>arents, by Rev. J. F. Marl ay, assisted by Rev.
Dr. Steel, Carlisle Barrerc, Esq., and Miss Amanda,
daughter of Dr. S. J. Specs, all of Hilesboro', Ohio.

Butler—Billings. In Beverly, Mass., July 5, by
Rev. J. M. Bailey, Dr. Geo. H. Butler, and Miss Emma
U. Billings, of Fitchburg.

McCloskey—Buckley. Aug. 2, 1869, at St. Matthew's
Church, Bedford, Westchester county, N. Y., by the
Rector, the Rev. Lee Luqueer, D. W. C. McCloskey, M.
D., of New York, and Phebe Jane, only daughter of
Jacob C. Buckley, Esq., of Katouak.

Miller—Humes. July 15th, at Tarentum, Pa., by the
Rev. Marcus Wishart, E. C. Miller, M. D., of Moravia,
Pa., and Miss Nancy Jane Humes, of Tarentum.

DIED.
-3

Bowman. At Neftsville, Pa., July 28th, Dr. H. B.
Bowman, in the C5th year of his age. He practiced
medicine in Lancaster county, for a period of thirty
years, and during the last eighteen years was also en-
gaged in the manufacture of woolen goods. He also, at
different times, held several important political omees.

QUERIES AND REPLIES.

Dover's Powders—Messrs. Editors—I read in the
Reporter a substitue for Dover's Powder reported by
A. Chapin, M. D. Allow me to say that for twenty-five
years I have been in the habit of using the following
which I greatly prefer to the Dover

:

Opii pulv. sjss.

Ipecac, pulv. gj.

Camphor Gum. zij.

Bitartrate of Potas. ^j. M.
Dose—Five to ten grains.

When I think an alkali indicated I use instead of the
Bitrartrate of Potas. the Bicarb, of Soda.

Jas. B. Brooks.
Sugar Grove, Ohio.

Dr. A. J., of Ohio—"Do you furnish cases for binding
the vols, of the Reporter ?"

We do not.

Dr. J. A. J., of New York.—" Please inform me through
the Reporter if premature baldness, coming on early m
life, can be prevented."

Ans.—The question you put is too vague. The causes
of this early baldness are very varied. Some are read 1 ,

removed, and then the hair recommences its growth.
Others are irremediable. Of the latter character is hered-
itary baldness. The discussion of the subject would lead
us too"far at present, but we will bear it in mind, and re-

cur to it at length in a future number.

METEOROLOGY.
JULY. 26, 27, 28, 29, 30,

j
31, A. 1,

Wind

Weather,
j

DepthRain

N.W.
Cl'dy
Shr'y

N.W.
Cl'dy
Rain

W.
Cl'dy

W. N. W.
Cl'dy Clear.
Rain

1

N.W.
Hazy

S. w.
Clear.

Thermom....
Minimum..
At 8, A M.
At 12, M...
At 3, P. M.
Mean

71°

75
81
81
77.

71°
75
85
78
77.25

69°

77
84
83
78.25

68° G3°
74 68
82 7(5

82 78
70.50 71.25

50°

69
76
79
70.

59°

70
78
81
72.

Barometer..
At 12, M... 3.02 30.2 3.02 30. 30.2 30.2 30.2

Germantown, Pa. B. J. Leedom.
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ARMY MEDICAL MUSEUM.
By H. P. Ayres, M. D.,

Of Fort Wayne, Ind.

"Whatever attractions may be presented to

American physicians in the colleges and mu-

seums of England, France and Germany, for

prosecuting the study of the healing art, our

own country is fast loooming up, and taking a

high place in the advancement of medical

literatnre.

A few years ago the taunts of " No books,"
" No literature," came over the Atlantic on

every wave
;
now, every wind or tidal wave

carries back to the Old World the name of

some new work, which has been added to

American literature, by American brains,

many of which take a high place in the cos-

mos of medical works, are speedily copied by
European type, and may be found in libraries

of physicians among European nations.

The child America is eating strong food, and

from her abundance is occasionally giving back

to the old parent a rich intellectual repast, by

which she is refreshed, and complaisantly

smiles on the occidental stripling. But the

old parent must hasten, or get out of the way,

for American enterprise, American genius,

American science, American literature cannot

be stayed, or retarded by difficulties. Medical

men in America may not have all the appli-

ances, and wealth, and leisure of our transat-

lantic brethren, but these drawbacks are only

stimulants to our youthfulness, and medical

science here will measure advancement with

wider strides, and grapple difficulties with a

more determined will, until many gems of

transcendant excellence in scientific truths are

freely developed. American medicine, Ameri-
can surgery will tread closely upon European
advance, or perhaps outstrip it, but as gen-

erous magnanimous victors, we shall always
honor her as we now do in her ascendancy.
The Army Museum in Washington city will

be the Archimedean lever to move on the great

work resting upon American physicians and
surgeons. The evidences of our resources

and ability there developed, are only indices

of what our labor, resources and ability can
accomplish. American-like, we will conquer
every opposing difficulty, every obstable, until

we reach the acme of scientific attainment.
My only aim in this paper will be to give a
general idea of this collection of highly inter-

esting matter. To give a minute description

of specimens, or condense what has been
written by the personel of the museum,
would only be a repetition of their superior

and perfected work.
The Surgeon General, Lieutenant Colonel

George Otis, Assistant Surgeon United States

Army, Colonel J. J. Woodward, Assistant

Surgeon United States Army, with a corps of

able associates, and the liberal patronage of a
liberal government, are doing a work for med-
ical science of which all may be proud.

The material from which these medical

savants draw their facts and conclusions, are

enormous and indescribable, as they include

sixteenthousand hospital registers, forty-seven
thousand burial records, sixteen thousand hos-

pital, muster aud pay-rolls.

Alphabetical registers of the dead, contain-*

ing two hundred and fifty thousand names of
white, and twenty thousand of colored sol-

diers, compiled from them ; and the patholog-

ical collection, which in the surgical depart-
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ment alone, numbers five thousand five hun-

dred preparations.

The total number of surgical cases, with

detailed histories of the wounds and injuries

received during the war, which have been
classified and recorded is, of wounds, etc., one

hundred and thirty-three thousand nine hun-

dred and fifty-two, and of operations twenty-

eight thousand four hundred und thirty-eight,

making over one hundred and sixty-two

thousand.

The causes of death, and discharges for

disability, have been furnished to different

departments, viz: Pension Bureau, twenty-six

thousand five hundred and eighty-nine
;
Pay

Master General, eight thousrrid
;

Adjutant

General, ten thousand six hundred and twenty-

three, and to authorized agents, four thou-

sand, making in all about fifty thousand cases.

In the medical department there are near

one thousand pathological specimens, the

descriptive manuscript of which embraces 350

pages folio.

There are one hundred and sixty specimens

of diseased intestines, occurring in camp
fever ; these are arranged in groups. There

are two hundred prepared specimens of the

intestinal canal occurring in diarrhoea and

dysentery.

In the microscopic series there are fourteen

hundred specimens of microscopic views of

beautiful and truthful portraitures of diseased

tissues in various pathological states.

These pictures are so carefully and artisti-

cally taken, that they almost supply the pres-

ence of the original tissue.

A series of carefully-prepared water-color

specimens, copied from the diseased parts, as

soon as removed from the subject, are beauti-

fully and truthfully done, and exhibit the high

attainments of the artist.

The subject of producing micro-photographs

by photo-lithography, has been successfully

attempted, and will very soon, with the present

energy and ability manifested in the museum,
produce delineations equal to any in the world.

In a report made by the medical department

of the museum, in reference to photographing,

it is said :
" In fact, any of the markings or

diatoms that are visible with the microscope,

can be photographed with the utmost clear-

ness and ease, and the time has arrived when
the inability to photograph alleged markings

will throw doubts on the correctness of the

observers who have supposed they saw them."
With such convictions on the part of those

I who are developing the resources of the

Medical Museum, we are prepared for almost

any discovery in this department, however
fabulous or mythical it may at first appear.

It is generally known that government has

purchased Ford's Theatre for a museum,
which has been remodleed and changed until

it is well adapted for its present use.

The first and second floors are chiefly taken

up with records and the clerks engaged in that

divison. In the upper story is deposited the

vast and valuable collection of medical and:

surgical specimens, illustrating almost every

casualty and disease to which man is liable,

collected by the medical corps of the army,,

and other contributions, during the war of the

rebellion.

An adjoining building belonging to the gov-

ernment has been fitted up as a laboratory, and

as offices for the heads of the different divi-

sions in the main building.

There are apartments for chemical labora-

tories, where a complete analysis of various

substances in materia medica are made, and
investigations in the various changes occurring

in morbific fluids found in the animal economy..

There is a complete Microscopical Depart-

ment,—" where preparations illustrating the

pathology of camp disease are made, and in-

jections and dissections to demonstrate minute
points in anatomy, and which has attached a

laboratory for micro-photography, whereby the
microscopical preparations are represented as

they appear under high magnifying powers.

The photographic department, where the ap-

pearance of wounds, mutilations, and especially

the results of conservative surgery are repro-

duced. The engraving department, where
the illustrations required for a Medical and
Surgical History of the War of the Rebellion

are prepared on copper, steel, stone, and wood,

the draughtsmen, engravers, and lithograph-

ers, working under the direct supervision of

the medical and surgical historians of the war,

and having the advantage of having before

them the specimens themselves which they

are to delineate."

On the main large floor of the museum pro-

per, are sixteen large, handsome glass cases

running the length of the building, in which

are arranged with the greatest care and orna-

mental taste, the various specimens which

have accumulated. The labeling, and num-

bering, are so distinctly and so carefully done,

that you at once perceive the entire plan, and

can readily find any desirable specimen.
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One prepartion of much interest to me was
the morbid anatomy of peritoneal inflamma-

tion.

The subject was an adult, the stomach and

•intestines in all their convolutions had become

perfectly united, and presented an almost solid

mass of matter with only the tracings of the in-

testinal canal, the whole had been attached to

the parietes of the abdomen, and must have

been almost immovable.

Another case of Tubercular Pleurisy, in

which the consolidation was even more firmly

united than the one first mentioned, was of

peculiar interest from the extent of the dis-

eased tissue, and from the astonishing extent to

which life may be continued, during the rav-

ages and destruction of disease.

There are interesting specimens of diseased

hearts; congenital anomalies, atrophied, hy-

pertrophicd, diseased valves, tubercular depo-

:sites and vegetable growths are among the

most interesting.

One of the most interesting to me, was an

adult heart, in which there was a large growth

of vegetation. The cavities were much en-

larged, and the growths had quite filled the

.auricles and ventricles, rendering it difficult to

understand how the circulation had been car-

ried on until such organic changes had taken

place.

Diseased pericardiums, aneurisms of the

aorta, and other arteries ; variose veins, and

a variety of injuries to the heart and circula-

tory system, from swords, bayonets, balls,

shells, and concussions, are largely repre-

sented.

There are numerous specimens of diseased

stomach, cancerous, tubercular, simple and

malignant tumors, ulcerated surfaces, perfor-

ated parieties, some with pariees as thin as

tissue paper, some with thickened and indur-

ated walls, cavities and fungous growths. One
;stomach has its surface covered with scorbutic

ulcers, presenting a fearful and hideous ap-

pearance ; another so atrophied that it was one

inch at the pyloric diameter ; this specimen

was taken from a man thirty years old.

The intestinal canal has received by far the

greatest care, and aomunt of labor, from obvi-

ous reasons, and the pathological perforations

are beautifully preserved. They are usually

•cut open longitudinally, and stretched on a

glass frame so as to display the whole surface,

then suspended by a hook in suitable jars of

the clearest glass. There are several hundred

specimens in this department illustrating the

various lesions and changes occurring in camp
diarrhoea, chronic diarrhoea, dysentery, tuber-

culosis, typhoid ulcers, ulcerations with per-

forations, thickening and ulcerations ofPeyer's

patches, shaven-beard surfaces, various diseases

of solitary follicles, enlarged, contracted,

thickened portions of duodenum, jejunum,

ileum, coecum, colon and ilium, with other

portions of the canal.

One case is prominent from the extent of

lesion disease has made; it is a prepared

specimen of an inflamed oesophagus. In this

case there was hypertrophy, thickening, infil-

trations, contractions of canal to one third or

one quarter of an inch, and a general distinc-

tion and distortion of the parts. In immediate

connection with this series are every form and
kind of parasites peculiar to the stomach and

intestines of man; the lumbricoid, tenia solium,

and tenia lata, are the most abundant.

There is a large collection of pathological

specimens showing the various states and
ravages of diptheria. As a general thing, the

distinction of tissue is very slight, but almost

every physician meets with malignant cases,

which destroy and eat like cancer, and hasten

decay like gangrene. It is only when such

cases come under our observation that we fully

appreciate the terrible nature of the disease.

In some of the specimens, their is a distinction

of the palate, tonsils, larynx, pharynx, and
the entire surface is dark, presenting the ap-

pearance of gangrene.

The liver, spleen, kidneys, urinary and gall

bladders, with their peculiar diseases in dif-

ferent pathological states, are highly attractive.

I will only mention a few prominent cases :

—

two livers ; on one a tumor the size of a child's

head, the other had an abscess-cavity in which

a childs head could be thrust. Tuberculated,

and carcinomatous livers in all the various

states and forms of disease are abundant.

There is an enormous gall bladder over eigh

inches long, and filled with apparently healthy

bile ; another in which a number of biliary

calculi are encysted within the cavity of the

gall bladder.

There are spleens of enormous size and
others weighing only one half ounce.

Some kidneys are horse-shoe shaped, some
are double, some are united to each other,

some with Bright's disease, and others tuber-

culated carcinomatous.

The urinary bladder, the organs of genera-

tion in the male and female are highly inter-

esting and the collection large.
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There are several interesting cases of

ovarian tumors, simple, multilocular, fibrous,

adhesive and pedunculated.

In thus passing hastily over the medical de-

partment we are impressed with two thoughts

;

frequency of carcinomatous structures and the

universal deposition of tubercle, no part of the

human body being free from its presence; it per-

vades and permeates into every structure and

fibre, and undoubtedly is or will become one

of the greatest enemies of the American peo-

ple. It will be an interesting inquiry to know,
whether tubercule in America is on the in-

crease, or whether it prevails to a greater ex-

tent among us than among other civilized

nations.

It is impossible to give even an outline of

the surgical portions of the museum, six thou-

sand objects crowded upon the attention.

The American Surgical Museum may in

some respects fall below some European collec-

tions, but when taken in all its relations, the

remark which has been made respecting it, is

simply true :
" This is the most extensive de-

pository of surgical and pathological speci-

mens of its kind in the world, and particularly

excels in minute details of the history and
results of each case."

In passing hastily through this department,

as we did through the medical section, we can

only mention some of its prominent features.

The mind soon feels over-burthened with the

constant succession of interesting objects, each

one of which claims the attention, while the

next, and the next, crowd upon us with some
new feature in surgical wonders, anatomical

lesions, or novel effort in nature at reparation.

There is every possible specimen of fractured

bone s , both simple , comminuted andcompound.
There are abrasions, contusions, crushings,

incisions, disintegrations, broken articulations,

and shattered joints; wounds by the sword,

bayonet, round and conoidal shot
;
fragments

of shells, splinters, explosions, clubs, and tom-
ahawks.

No part of the body has escaped. There
are wounds of the head, the eyes, the nose,

the tongue, the neck, the arms, the chest, the

legs, and toes; all parts have been torn and
broken. The strange freaks of balls in their

tortuous and eccentric courses and curious

lodgments, are matters full of curiosit}T
, and

well worthy the record given them.

Specimen 24 is a beautiful illustration of

fracture by contusion. The musket ball has

only slightly depressed the external table of

the frontal bone, while the internal table is

broken and depressed over one-half inch.

specimen 2121.

A conoidal ball has struck the parietal bone,,

broken it, and then the bone acted as a knife,

cutting the ball in two equal parts, one part

being external, the other internal to the bone.

specimen 3257

strongly illustrates the wonderful extent of

injury a man may endure, and yet survive for

a time the injury.

In this case a conoidal ball entered the nose,

carrying away a part of the vomer, the lachry-

mal and orbital plates of the ethmoid bone on
the left side, the root of the ala, and
pterygoid process of the sphenoid, and is im-

planted in the left temporal bone at the base

of the pterygoid pyramid, which is split off and

forced backward one-fourth inch. There is

Assuring of the auditory canal and mastoid

process, and both tables of the occipital for

two inches, backward and upward. A fissure

crosses the body of the sphenoid, the cells of

which are freely opened, and second fissure

traverses the left orbital plate and part of the

temporal ridge of the frontal.

The left artumis opened above and behind,

and the turbinated bones on the left
;
yet this

man lived several days after receiving the in-

jury. One skull has nine sabre cuts ; one is

perforated by a bayonet ; in one the sphenoid

bone is transfixed by a sword—the weapon is

seen with the specimen. The superior and
inferior maxillary bones may be seen in all

states of disorganization, from a variety of

causes; necrosis, caries, fractures, effects of

shell, balls, and surgical operations.

The verteral column has not, and does not

escape the ravages of disease, and accidents-

and injuries incidental to civil life and war..

Of 187 cases recorded of gunshot wounds and?

fractures of the vertebra?, all proveing fatal but

seven.

specimen 611.

The lumbar vertebrae were shattered by a

conoidal ball, the canal perforated, and the cord-

injured; yet the man was unconsious of the

wound, and continued his ordinary duties for

some time.

Another case in which there has been a

dislocation and fracture of the vertebra, com-

pressing the cord to one half its diameter..

Ossific matter has been thrown out, uniting

the bony structure and making entire separa-

tion, excepting in the flattened condition ofthe

cord, to what degree of impairment of useful-
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ness I cannot say. However inquisitive the

mind may be about injuries to the vertebral

column and cord, it can in this collection be

fuilly satisfied.

The arm and hand so much exposed in all

the affairs of life, but particularly in battle,

may be seen in all the varied forms of dis-

solved continuity, to which bones, and flesh,

and vessels, and joints, can be subjected.

Simple, transverse, oblique, comminuted
compound fractures, splintered and shattered

shafts, enlarged and anchylosed joints, necro-

sis and gangrene, with a score of other acci-

dents, have laid siege to this part of the body,

and, judging from the specimens and relics of

the attack, there has been a satisfactory vic-

tory.

specimen 1738.

Five and a half inches of the upper end of

humerus with head of the bone excised,

badly shattered with a fragment of shell,

preserved with the specimen. The patient is

an assistant or orderly in the museum, and has

a good use of the arm.

specimen 2749.

Excised elbow joint, forming anchylosis of

elbow joint and diseased humerus.

The new bone formed double the size of the

humerus, a small portion of sequestium to

be seen, highly interesting, as decay and
reparation are going on.

Excised portions of ulna and radius, of car-

pal, and metacarpal bones, and phalanges

entire and comminuted are in great profusion.

Of all the bones of the body the femur has

and does excite the most lively interest.

If there is any one point in surgery drawing
out research, observation and experiment, it

is the surgical operations on the femur and
hip joint. Its extension and important artic-

ulations, both in bony structure, and large

nerve and circulatory connections, give it an
important place among surgeons, and its dis-

articulation has been and is considered a
formidable operation.

The surgical experience of the Crimean,
and the recent German war, and of our own
late rebellion, has only left the matter in a

state bordering on indecision. For one hun-

dred and forty years, or since the days of Mo-
rand, this subject has had its advocates and
opponents among the brightest ornaments of

the profession, and the reports of the Ameri-
can Army Museum show a similar disagree-

ment among the ornaments of American sur-

gery.

In the museum, and in circular No. 7 may
be seen beautiful chromo-lithographs, and lith-

ographic pictures of successful operations on
the hip-joint, by some of our distinguished

surgeons.

specimen 4386.

The fractured ends not being in apposition,

there has been ossific matter thrown out in

great abundance to form a connection, making
a strong union, but the bad position of the

bones, and sloughing from detached fragments

kept up such a drain that death would have
been the result ; hence an operation was deter-

mined on.

The amputation was made at the hip-joint

five months after receiving the wound ; the

man recovered and is now living.

specimen 3080.

Femur terribly comminuted for nine or ten

inches
;
part of the fragments preserved.

The injury made by a fragment of shell ; the

soft parts terribly torn ; there was no special

shock perceptible in the feelings of the pa-

tient ; died soon after
;

amputation at hip-

joint.

SPECIMEN 4386 AND 81

exhibited the wonderful efforts nature puts

forth to repair injury, and the wonderful ex-

tent to which decay and disorganization may
be carried, and the patient survive. Both are

fractures of the femur ; in both there are ef-

forts at reparation ; both subsequently success-

fully operated on by amputation at hip-joint.

specimen 1161.

"A portion of the shaft of the left femur

fractured in the upper third, and partially

united by columns and arches of callus. A
portion of bone found in the middle callus."

The ossific depositforms a network ofarches

and columns, and various angles and braces,

thus attaining a degree of strength sufficient to

support the body with the aid of crutches.

The reparation would be difficult to design,

but the accomplishment manifests a wisdom
and beauty, even in the deformity, which call

forth our admiration and wonder. A volume

would not contain a record of all the speci-

mens in this department, and a record of the

interesting features connected with them.

Fractured, fissured, splintered, crushed shafts,

impacted balls, and fragments of shell, seques-

tra and new ossific matter, may be seen to the

heart's content, and yet the mind becomes
fixed and absorbed in this interesting field of

observation and thought.
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The same wide range of observation, and
the same unlimited variety of interesting ob-

jects and specimens are found in the injuries

of the knee joint, the tibia and fibula, in con-

nection with the bones of the foot.

In all the museum I found no more interest-

ing feature than the efforts of the system to

repair injuries, and supply any defect in the

organisms ; her wisdom and resources, her

successes under the most unpromising features,

manifest only the same wisdom which gov-

erns and regulates the minute detail of changes
in universal nature.

There are many other sections of the mu-
seum of equal interest, and filled with speci-

mens carefully and beautifully prepared,

among them pathological specimens of

erysepilas, gangrene, tumors, malformations,

sexual organs of the male and female, foetal

appendages, and foetal monstrosities and
parasites found on man and animals.

There are beautiful casts of stumps, wounds,
deformities and disfigurations, so perfect and
life-like, that the mind feels satisfied with the

representation. Drawings, photographs, lith-

ograps,photo-micrographs, micro-photographs,

executed with the highest skill, are added in

abundance to complete this wonderful and
elaborate collection.

Diatoms and other objects have received a
large amount of labor.

There is a beautiful collection of mounted
preparations for the microscope, of the mus-
cular, osseous, vascular and nervous systems

;

of the organs of digestion, respiration, of

hearing, seeing and smelling, of parasites,

articles of food and drink. Added to this,

there have been made an interesting collec-

tion of photographic negatives of microscopic

objects, viv.: Connective tissue, muscular,

osseous, vascular and nervous systems. In
this section are found three hundred and sixty

injected objects, from Professor Hyrti, of Vi-
enna, generally showing the arrangement of

the capillaries in different structures of the
body. This beautiful and interesting feature

of the museum contains the material for a

volume, and we turn from it dissatisfied, be-

cause we wish to look longer at them.

"We cannot conclude our observations with-

out calling attention to the pleasing fact, that

special attention has been given to the anatom-
ical and pathological relations of the horse

—

of all animals the most useful, noble, faithful,

and I may add, the most affectionate. He
richly deserves the attention, for he constantly

contributes to our domestic happiness, health,

and comfort ; he contributes to our wealth and

prosperity ; he is a willing, contented servant

in all departments of life.

"When invasion comes, and our peaee and

security are jeoparded, he goes forth with our

armies and shares with them privations, dis-

ease and death. "We are proud of the magnan-
imity which prompts such a section in the mu-
seum. It beats in accordence with the true

American heart, which dares to measure out

justice and mercy even to a brute. I was per-

fectly astonished at the apparent slightness of

the skeleton of the horse, and cannot compre-

hend where his great strength lies.

"We have thus hastily and imperfectly

passed through this brilliant collection and

addition to science. The "Army Museum"
will become the Mecca of the American phy-

sician. Pilgrimages will be made there, not

to touch a cold stone, or prostrate the body,

but that the mind may receive a new impulse

—a rekindling of devotion to science—a deep

draft at that rich intellectual fountain, which

will continue to well up until it blesses man-

kind universally. The work is a national one
;

it is a work worthy the nation—worthy the

men engaged in its design and arrangement,

and worthy the hearty co-operation of all.

HOSPITAL GLEANINGS.

By Jas. B. Burnet, M, D.,

Of Newark, N. J.

(Continued from page 114.)

No. IV.

1. CASE OF SENILE GANGRENE.

M. D., aged 70, admitted May 23d. She had

always been a person of good health, and as

far as could be ascertained, had no unhealthy

diathesis about her. Has had three children

—

two died very young, the third is still living, a

vigorous man. For the last few years she and

her husband have lived upon their scanty earn-

ings, herself picking rags about the street.

Since they became infirm, they have had but

little animal food, and subsisted chiefly upon

soup made of vegetables
;
drinking rye cofiee

every evening. Two years since, she began

to have periodical attacks of pain in the right

leg between the knee and ankle, but in neither

of these articulations. These attacks of pain

continued up to the commencement of the

gangrene.

About three months since, while picking

rags, the right foot became chilled, if not fro-
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zen, but she was able to walk the next day,

without much inconvenience. Six weeks ago

the foot looked natural, but a very severe pain

began near and above the inner malleolus,

which induced her to apply a blister over the

spot, on the removal of which she says " there

was a hole under it." A doctor " poulticed it

with herbs and something white," to which

she attributes all her sufferings, for within

twenty-fours the entire foot became black, and

the gangrene has been gradually creeping up

the leg, and is now highest upon the anterior

and outer aspect of the limb, where it reaches

to within three inches of the knee. She does

not complain of much pain ; the gangrenous

parts are dry, but the odor is very offensive.

She has no arcus senilis. The heart's action

is quite irregular, and has a feeble, mitral, re-

gurgitant murmur. She is very anaemic, and

the soft tissues pit upon pressure. When
punctured, the gangrenous parts are perfectly

insensible, and from the puncture there issues

a turbid serum. The gangrene has extended

up above the knee, and the ankles are becom-

ing soft and boggy. Died June 5th.

Autopsy.—A sloughy abscess had formed in

the popliteal space. Lungs healthy. Heart

very flabby ; the edges of the left auriculo-ven-

tricular opening thickened and roughened.

The mitral curtains were atheromatous. The
aorta from beginning to end was the seat of

the same degeneration, but nowhere was the

inner coat destroyed. The arteries on the

right side were plugged from the bifurcation

of the aorta to the gangrenous leg. The plug

was pale and soft, with an occasional clot of

very dark blood. It's consistency, and the ab-

sence of anything like adhesions between it

and the vessel, indicated that it had not ex-

isted for any considerable period, nor acted as

the cause of the gangrene, but vice versa. The
muscles and fasciae of the leg were entirely

dead. The lower end of the ileum was the

seat of a tumor of the size of the two fists, suc-

culated and communicating with the intestine

by a valvular opening. Under the microscope

it was found to be tubercular in structure.

The liver contained a small tumor of the same
character.

2. CASE OF CANCER OF THE STOMACH.
Fred Umpaugh, set. 42, admitted April 9th,

was perfectly well until two months before

admission. His first symptom was a profuse

diarrhoea, lasting five weeks. Had had no
pain or vomiting, and was generally able to

work. After recovering from his diarrhoea, he

had pain in the diaphragm, with occasional

vomiting, which symptoms have increased to

the time of admission. He l\ad been in the

habit of drinking large quantities of beer, but

not much strong liquor. After admission, the

pain and vomiting continued and increased.

He became jandiced ; had little appetite

;

grew rapidly emaciated. His appearance in-

dicated a cancerous cachexia. On examina-

tion, by palpation, a small hard tumor was
distinctly felt about the middle of the free

edge of the left lobe of the liver. In this place

he complained of great tenderness. Does not

know of any of his relatives having cancer.

His mother died of phthisis. He has never

vomited blood, or passed blood at stool.

Died June 22d.

The autopsy revealed a large cancerous

mass envolving the pyloric orifice of the stom-

ach and upper portion of the duodenum. The
cancerous mass was hard and nodulated, and
developed entirely beneath the mucous mem-
brane, which, it was thought, would account

for the absence of haematemesis. The open-

ing of the gall-duct was completely sealed;

gall bladder was distended with gall. The
liver was of a dark, bronzed hue, adherent to

the stomach around the cancerous mass. A
microscopic examination confirmed the general

appearance of cancer.

ON CHOICE OF CLIMATE FOR INVA-
LIDS.

By A. P. Merrill, M. D.

The number of invalids seeking relief by

change of climate is sufficiently large to justify

increased attention to the subject, and espe-

cially for such as are laboring under pulmonary

disease, or a predisposition thereto. Discus-

sions of the subject are the more necessary,

because there are few points in connection

with it which are generally concurred in by
physicians, or settled in the public mind. In

each individual case it is important to deter-

mine whether it be advisable that the invalid

leave his home at all, and whether, in doing

so, he shall travel east or west, north or south,

andhow far. Whether he should seek a locality

of high or low elevation, and an atmosphere

abounding in dryness or moisture, are ques-

tions variously determined. In general, warm
climates are preferred to cold, although it may
be shown that consumption is more common
m the torrid than in the frigid zone. A dry is

often preferred to a moist atmosphere, while
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relief is, perhaps, as often found in alluvial as

in mountainous districts. Predisposition to

pulmonary disease is overcome by active labor

in the swamps and prairies of Louisiana, not

less than by nomad life in Minnesota.

Thus the question of dryness and moisture

seems to be one of peculiar difficulty ; and we
often encounter the inconsistency of patients

treated in their sick chambers by an atmos-

phere rendered damp by artificial means, and
then sent into distant countries in search of

dryness, supposed to prevail in sandy deserts,

or upon mountain tops. The open air is often

prohibited at night to avoid the moisture

which has been rendered sensible by some re-

duction of temperature. The presence of fogs

is also deprecated, and for no better reason

than that the moisture held in atmospheric

solution has been condensed by the influence

of a cooling breeze. No doubt injury often

results from the sudden transitions of tempera-

ture affecting atmospheric solutions ; but there

is no reason to believe that water, independ-

ent of such condition, is prejudicial to health.

Very numerous, indeed, are the proofs afforded

by the habits and exposures of soldiers, sailors,

travelers, and hunters, living without shelter,

and sleeping at night in the open air, that

atmospheric moisture is not, of itself, preju-

dicial to health. All experience shows, that

it is not safer for the invalid to pass the night

in an arid desert, than in the midst of marshes,

or upon the ocean where moisture greatly

abounds. After all that has been said and

written upon this subject, I am well convinced

that nothing has been provided for the wants
of man which is less productive of evil than

water.

In the class of invalids to which I have re-

ferred, the common morbid condition is, a
want of vital energy—a prostration of nervous

power—with its legitimate influence over phy-

siologic functions, causing morbid or defective

secretion, impairment of nutrition, and some-

times a deposit of tubercular matter in certain

organs and tissues, resulting in phthisis pul-

monalis. The prominent indication of treat-

ment, therefore, is nervous invigoration. Any
plan of regimen and medication which secures

this result, and which restores, in any degree,

healthy secretion and nutrition, affords more
or less relief, and the only promise of perma-

nent cure. The increased development of

animal heat, and the formation of fat in the

tissues resulting, are proper evidences of the

success of any treatment having for its object

this invigoration of the nerve-power ; and
without these there is little encouragement or

hope of success.

The remedial measures, then, must be such

as are adapted to the support of the system,

and to the preservation of health in all the 1

functions. Pure air, nutritious food, exercise, ]

and clothing, are mainly to be considered, and

all medicaments should be subservient to

.

these. The classes of medicines most required

are, the nerve-tonics, aperients, and anti-peri-

odics.

Pure air is to be enjoyed only by out-door

life. Confined and crowded rooms, and vapors

arising from the imperfect combustion of gas,

and coal-oil, and particularly those from an-

thracite coals, are to be avoided. Chemistry

discovers little variation in the constitution of

the atmosphere in country localities all the

world over ; and even in cities suffering from

epidemic visitations of fatal forms of [disease,

atmospheric analysis fails to demonstrate im-

portant changes, and to justify the prevalent

belief in the existence of deleterious corrup-

tions. Odors of various kinds abound in both

city and country ; but we are without proof

of their injurious effects upon the lungs and

the human constitution. On the contrary, we
often find the best specimens of health among
those whose daily occupations subject them to

such odors as are supposed to be causes of

disease. Much of the modern teaching on this

subject is adcaptandum vulgus, and unsustained

by either science or observation.

But all experience proves that sudden tran-

sitions of temperature are often injurious to

invalids, as are also, in many cases of pulmo-

nary disease, the influence of the ocean winds.

Besides the sudden depressions in tempera-

ture, these winds come charged with more or

less of saline matter, which is -exciting in its-

effects upon the bronchial tubes. These winds

are most likely to prove injurious to those

who are unused to them, and hence the disap-

pointment of many who leave the interior of

the country for a temporary sojourn at the

sea-side. Better success sometimes attends

upon a sea-voyage, during which the lungs be-

come accustomed to »the saline stimulation,

which may, from the force of habit, soon

prove beneficial. The " northers" of Texas

are also objectionable on account of their

chilling influences, and need to be carefully

guarded against by invalids visiting that coun-

try ; and the same remark applies to all the

western and northwestern regions now being
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1
1 visited by invalids emigrating from the western

r ' States. Purity of atmosphere is to be enjoyed,

but the north winds, and the currents of air

1 emanating from mountain gorges filled with

! snow and ice, and especially the inclemency
' \ of winter, interfere very seriously with the

1 comforts and welfare of itinerant invalids.
'

' An object too often overlooked or under-
l valued is abundant respiration. From habitual
i~ stooping and contraction of the chest, from
- listlessness and inattention, from the natural

effects of debility and nervous depression, and
sometimes from spasmodic constriction of the

! bronchial tubes, deep inhalations of air are

not made by phthisical persons, excepting only
while sleeping. The deficiency is to be obvi-

ated by the constant effort to fill the lungs by
a full respiration and the habit of taking fre-

quent long breaths. Much can be done, too,

1 by an erect posture—throwing back the shoul-

1
ders and elevating the head. Exercise of the
arms with dumb-bells and clubs is also useful,

; and young persons sometimes derive benefit

from swinging by the arms, especially if there

be a tendency to spinal curvature.

!No part of our country has yielded more
beneficial results in regard to this class of em-
igrants than the prairie lands of Louisiana and
the alluvial districts of the lower Mississippi

river. Moisture in the air necessarily abounds
in these regions ^intersected as they are by water
courses,and interspersed by lakes and marshes,
presenting abundance of water surface to the

action of the sun and winds. Observations

upon the dew point show an atmospheric solu-

tion of moisture nearly approaching to satura-

tion, but only very rarely are the transitions

of temperature so sudden as to condense the

moisture into visible fogs, or to cause large

precipitations in the form of dew. Nothing is

more generally observed by immigrants into

that country than the remarkable atmospheric

transparency, both day and night, brightening

the lustre of the foliage , and rendering objects

visible at great distances. Upon the banks of

the lower Mississippi, and throughout all the

alluvial regions to the shores of the Gulf of

Mexico, the moonlight is brigher and the stars

are more brilliant thaa in more northern lati-

tudes. Immigrants soon learn to copy the

habits of the native population, and spend
their nights as well as days in the open air.

A mattress upon the veranda, or a hammock
suspended in the grove, tempts the weary and
the infirm to the luxury of sleeping. Com-
plaints of the deleterious effects of the night

air are never heard in that country. Moisture

is, indeed, equally soothing to irritable lungs

and softening to a parched skin, and invalids

afflicted with either, or both, do well to give

the fact due consideration. It is only against

the chilling influences that may arise from
moisture in connection with sudden changes of

temperature that invalids of this class are to

be protected. In traveling, in warfare, in the

pursuit of game and in fishing, invalids may
wade the lakes and bayous of the South, and

remain for hours immersed in their tepid wa-
ters, without injury, if they will take proper

precautions against becoming suddenly chilled.

In regard to the choice of food, it must be
considered that invalids suffering from a de-

pression of vital energy, are somewhat in the

condition of persons emigrating from hot to

cold climates. In the torrid zone the human
race subsists largely upon vegetable food,

Roots and fruits of spontaneous growth afford

sufficient sustenances to the tawny races living

in idleness under a vertical sun, while the

color of the skin and its peculiar secretions

enable them to dispense almost entirely with

clothing. For them animal heat is thus suffi-

ciently provided and preserved. But as we
travel toward the poles, stronger diet and

warmer clothing are required, and in both re-

spects nature providentially provides for our

necessities. Fats and oils enable the human
constitution to resist the influences of cold,

and vestments ot wool and fur preserve the

scanty supply of animal heat. The physio-

logic condition which predisposes the individ-

ual to the development of tuberculosis, is of a
similar character ; but it must be borne in

mind that oleaginous food is useful in either

case only upon condition of perfect digestion

and assimilation. The Esquimaux tribes di-

gest oils m their grossest forms, and are rarely

subject to pulmonary disease of a tubercular

character ; and the negro race migrating from

the torrid to the temperate zone, can only be

protected from fatal disease by such oily nu-

triment as would prove fatal in the hot re-

gions of Africa. Both races crave and digest

the diet suited to their climatic condition, as

do the subjects of tuberculosis, diabetes and
other diseases of deficient nervous energy.

For these reasons cod-liver aud other oils

have come to be considered medicinal, and
even palatable, in such quantities as invalids

can readily digest. These are sufficient hints

in regard to the choice of food for the class of

invalids to which I am referring, but it is more
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difficult to adapt the doctrine to the pathologic

than to the physiologic condition. It was
an easy matter for the southern planters to

secure double profits from slave labor by feed-

ing negroes on pork and corn bread, and
shielding them from cold by proper clothing

;

and the negroes were protected by this treat-

ment from phthisical complaints resulting from

change of climate ; and there are many ne-
groes losing the advantage of this diet, as idle

freedmen, who are preserved from immediate

destruction by subsistence, in part, upon the

oily catfish and sturgeon ; but it is difficult, by
any such regimen, to arrest the already inau-

gurated pathologic condition threatening

phthisis; although it may be an important

part of the treatment to supply the system

with hydrocarbonaceous material. In these

diseases of nervous depression nature assists

in pointing out the proper class of remedies,

conditioned upon the ability of the stomach

to digest them. An extraordinary illustra-

tion is mentioned by Hampton in a case of

diabetes with such intense craving for fats,

that in his delirium the patient raved inces-

santly about " fat, roasted fat, which the an-

gels of heaven were preparing for him." Su-

gar is also to be considered in this connection,

the fattening influences of which are fully ex-

emplified by its effects upon the negroes in

cain-growing districts. Uncoagulated albumen
is also supporting and fattening, as illustrated

in 'the use of raw beef and raw eggs, both of

which maybe substituted for oils and fats

when these are not readily digested.

Medicinally, the principal nerve-tonics are

arsenic, strychnine and iron ; the first being

the most important because of its greater ten-

dency to invigorate the respiratory function,

and in many cases to relieve existing period-

icity. The constriction of the bronchi, limit-

ing the volume of air respired, and reducing

the extent of decarbonization in the lungs, is

by no other remedy so readily relieved as by
arsenic ; while the whole nervous system, suf-

fering depression from causes referred to, is

better elevated and sustained by this than by
other tonics. The success I have met with

in the use of this remedy—pure arsenious

acid—justifies me in reiterating the opinion

given more than twenty years ago, that the

time is likely to come when arsenic will be
principally relied on for the prevention and
cure of consumption. Strychnine is valuable

in indigestion and serous discharges from the

bowels, and iron often becomes necessary in

the senemic condition. Aloes is most import-

ant among the aperient remedies, and this

may sometimes be replaced by lac sulphur in

aperient doses, while calomel, in minute doses

uncombined, is the proper excitant of secre-

tion. Alcohol may sometimes accomplish

temporarily what fats and oils do permanent-

ly. But it requires medical skill to conduct

these medications. Without it, phthisical pa-

tients are apt to make sad mistakes.

Woolens alone should be used as clothing.

Besides producing a wholesome irritation of

the surface of the body, they preserve it from

the effects of sudden transitions of tempera-

ture, and facilitate the evaporation of the cu-

taneous secretions. And not among the least

of the advantages of woolen clothing is, their

remarkable power ofrelieving a dry skin, than

which, nothing is more important. The qual-

ity and thickness of woolen clothing and bed-

ding should depend much upon the sensations

of the patient, upon actual experiment, taking

care always that every part of the body be

covered, and by woolens exclusively. Theoretic

conclusions in regard to this matter are apt to

be erroneous.

Exercise should always be taken in the open

air, and it is on this account mainly that pre-

ference is given to a warm climate. It should

be active rather than passive, or such as will

employ the greatest number of voluntary

muscles, such as walking or farm labor, but

without excessive fatigue. This, in connec-

tion with the full inspiration of pure air, is the

great desideratum ; and with the proper pre-

cautions against the effects of sudden transi-

tions of temperature, the avoidance of inclem-

ent weather is commonly unimportant. Ex-
posure to drenching rams, wading in lakes and
rivers and sleeping in the open air, rarely in-

flict serious injury upon the patient if he be

properly clothed. In case of sudden depres-

sions in temperature, however, it is desirable

that activity be maintained while the clothing

remains wet, or until a place of shelter from

cooling winds can be reached.

Tepid ablutions should be practiced daily,

using strong alkaline soap or the spirits of

ammonia as a deturgent. Vapor baths are

often objectionable, unless they are taken in

such manner as to exclude the vapor from the

lungs. One of the great secrets for inva-

lids to study and understand, is the proper use

of water.

It is idle for invalids to expect improve-

ment from any and all the appliances of treat-
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ment without a full sufficiency of sound and

healthful sleep, which should mostly be taken

at night ; but whether by night or day, indoors

or out, all clothing worn in waking hours

\
should be dispensed with, and 'care should be

taken that nothing tight be worn about the

body or limbs while sleeping ; nor should any

other than woolen covering be used.

It is not my purpose to recommend any par-

ticular place or country as essentially suited

to phthisical invalids—being thoroughly con-

vinced there is no such place. Their improve-

ment depends, everywhere, upon the kinds
' of regimen and medication indicated in this

paper, and it has always been found that lit-

tle reliance can be placed upon specifics and
nostrums. Medical advice is important to

1 many, but in regard to no class is it more true

that " God helps those who help themselves."

In a large majority of cases, home is the best

place for the invalid, provided it does not re-

strict him in his open air exercise, or subject

him to the respiration of deleterious gases.

CARBOLATED ALCOHOL.

By W. H. Williams, M. D.,

Of Denver, Colorado.

I wish to suggest, through your journal, an
application of carbolic acid and alcohol, which

I consider to be a most admirable dressing in

surgical cases of a certain character. The
manifold therapeutical applications of carbolic

acid during the last several years, seen to

preclude the probability of any original sug-

gestions as to its use. The physical, chemical,

and vital effects of alcohol are alike well under-

stood, yet it is to a combination of these two
as a remedial agent to which I wish to direct

the attention of the profession.

Without entering fully into an explanation

of the reasons that induced me to adopt the

use of what I have been pleased to denominate

Carbolated Alcohol, in imitation of a correspon-

dent of the Medical, and Surgical Re-

porter, in a paper on " Carbolated Glycer-

ine," I will briefly state the formula as I have

used it, referring the reader to Carpenter's

prize essay on the use of Alcoholic Liquors in

health and disease, as also to the many articles

on Carbolic Acid, for the ideas that suggested

its probable therapeutical value to me. I

have not hitherto, through journals or other-

wise, heard of Carbolated Alcohol, and hope I

will not have committed the stupidity of sug-

gesting that which is well known. I propose

the following formula, to be modified with re-

spect to either ingredient as may be required

:

R. Acid Carbolic, gr. v.

Alcohol Dilut., U. S. P., fzij.

Aquae Dist. vel. Aquae Com., f.^j. M.
Fiet lotio.

This, when applied to the surface of a recent

wound, seems to promote speedy union. My
experience with its use, has been alone with

minor operations, and injuries, yet I have no
no doubt that its influence would be salutary

in cases of extensive cuts and amputations

,

permitting the wound to dry and glaze, as

much as convenient, before application. The
efficiency of the remedy probably depends
upon the coagulation of the free or exuded
Albumen by the alcohol, thereby coating the

surface, and preventing further exudation and
separation of the surfaces of the wound, by
reason of said exudation, after approximation,

as frequently occurs, probably upon some
vitalizing influence exerted by the alcohol and
acid, and most reasonably upon the antiseptic

capacity of the acid, destroying the sources of

zymosis and decomposition, thereby opposing

suppuration, and favoring the rare and much-
desired process of union by first intention, a

result I can not wholly claim under my obser-

vation, though I have seen some very near
approaches to it, suppuration being limited.

A disease called pachima is reported to

be fast destroying the cattle of the Soonder-

buns, in India. It has appeared in an epidemic

form, and its victims invariably fall off and die

in the course of two or three days. This epi-

demic is said not to differ much from the epi-

zootic, or cattle disease of 1864. It is called

by the natives pachima, or puschima, probably

because they suppose it to come from the

west. Mr. Rainey, in bringing the matter to

the notice of the Agricultural and Horticul-

tural Society of India, at a recent meeting in

Calcutta, suggested that the Government
should cause a simple manual in Bengalee, on
the subject of cattle diseases, to be prepared

for distribution among the people. Such a work
would be of the greatest utility.

Professor Pietro Cipriana, of Ital-

ian celebrity, who has been dangerously ill

with an enormous anthrax on the back of his

neck, is, we learn with pleasure, much better,

and has retired to the country to recruit his

health.
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Editorial Department,

Periscope,

Circumcision.

A. B. Aenold, M. D., Baltimore, Md., contributes

the following account of this operation to the N. Y.

Medical Journal:

During the last nineteen years, I performed the

operation of circumcision, as practised among the

Israelites, not less than eight hundred times. This

extensive experience enabled me to gather some

noteworthy facts and observations. It will perhaps

be not uninteresting to introduce their statement by

a brief acceunt of what is at present known, or con-

jectured, in regard to the origin and purpose of this

species of mutilation, which prevailed to a great ex-

lent in ancient times among numerous tribes and

nations, and is yet practised by over two hundred

millions of people.

The apparatus used consists of a two-edged knife

of considerable size, rounded off at the point, where

t has a dull edge. Perhaps a pair of scissors would

be preferable, but, this innovation has not yet been

attempted by any one. I use a small scalpel, as

the convex blade offers some advantage. A guard,

or shield, composed of a plate of silver or ivory, hav-

ing a slit in the centre which runs longitudinally for

compressing the prepuce, is now in general use. The

operator [keeps the nails of both his thumbs

sharply pointed. A glass of water and a narrow

strip of lint complete the preparation. The person

who holds the child sits on a chair, his feet resting

on a low stool, and approximates his knees. A
small pillow is placed on his lap, on which the child

is laid on the back, with the head directed toward

the left side of the assistant, who Carries his right

hand under the knees of the child to steady them by

his thumb, his left hand passes over the left shoul-

der of the child, by which he keeps the trunk in

position. The operator stands at the feet of the

child, and seizes the prepuce between his left thumb
and index finger, and draws it upward. He then

slides the guard from above downward, and from

right to left, over the prepuce, v. hich is constricted

between the fingers and the glans. The knife is

now held outside of the guard, and with one cut, or

perhaps two, the foreskin is severed. Immediately

the wounded cutis of the penis retracts behind the

fossa, and occasionally to such an extent, that the

penis acquires the appearance of having been com-

pletely skinned. Only a small portion of the inner

lamella of the prepuce is usually cut away, and,

being of a less elastic nature, is found to cover a part

of the glans. Sometimes it remains intact, and may
still cover the entire glans, and even project beyond

it. If this be the case, it ought to be removed by a

short sweep of the knife, as it would otherwise dan-

gle about in shreds after the parts have healed.

Generally, however, the glans is exposed sufficiently

to allow of the next stage of the operation. This

consists of the laceration of the inner fold of the

prepuce, and is done for the purpose of divesting the

glans of the remaining portion of the foreskin. After

the guard has dropped, or has been removed, the

nail of the left thumb is introduced between the

inner lamella of the prepuce and the glans, and held

tightly with the aid of the left index finger, and is

then gently drawn upward. The nail of the right

thumb is introduced in a similar manner, but oppo-

site and nearly in contact with the other nail, so

that, in conjunction with the right index finger, the

free margin of the circumcised skin is torn on its

superior side to near the corona glandis. Yery
little blood escapes, and nothing further is required

to be done than to wrap a narrow strip of lint around

the wound, which is kept in situ by the agglutina-

tion of the blood, and protected from friction by

pinning the diaper in the usual manner. The wound
heals rapidly, although a slight tumefaction

of the parts is frequently observed on the next

day, when the dressing may be safely removed and

replaced by a thick layer of the common infant

powder.

In the vast majority of cases, which present them-

selves for circumcision, no difficulty is encountered

which would require any other management but

what has thus been described. There occur, occa-

sionally, certain deviations from the normal type of

the prepuce, for which the operator must be pre-

pared. The most frequent defect is a shortened,

hard, and puckered condition of the preputial orifice.

This offers some difficulty in seizing the parts se-

curely with the fingers. It is my practice, in these

cases, to employ a large dressing forceps, by which

the small prepuce can be easily drawn away from

the glans, and thus prevent the wounding of the

latter, of which I know instances. I have also come

across a few bungled cases of circumcision, where,

owing to the same cause, an elliptical portion of the

foreskin had been cut off, and the head of the penis

forced through the opening thus made.

Case3 are also not rare, in which the orifice of the
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inner fold of the prepuce is surrounded by a hard,

broad seam, that opposes its easy laceration. It is

iny invariable rule to remove this indurated portion

with the knife. I have been called to attend cases

where the violent attempt of lacerating such a tough

tissue had produced a rent, causing much swelling,

and a deplorable amount of suffering.

A fault of an opposite kind is sometimes commit-

ted—due either to the timidity of the circumciser,

or the concealment of the parts by the blood—where

the inner lamella is only -partially torn, and is kept

on the stretch by the protruding head of the penis.

I recollect, that I was once hastily summoned to

stanch the blood in a circumcised child, which the

officiating person was unable to check. The child

was fearfully blanched, and had refused to nurse for

the last six hours. On inspecting the wound, I

found the state of things just mentioned, and, on ex-

tending the laceration, relieved the child. Trouble-

some bleeding and suppuration are not unfrequently

caused by the laceration of the frsenum prseputialis.

But the most dangerous source of excessive" loss

of blood in circumcised children is, the existence of

the hemorrhagic diathesis. I remember a family in

this city, one of whose children barely escaped with

its life, on account of such an unfortunate peculiar-

ity. In two of the children of the same parents

which I had circumcised, I found great difficulty in

controlling the hemorrhage. The third child was
circumcised by a non-professional person, as the

family labored under the impression that the profuse

bleeding was owing to my want of skill. Eight

hours after the operation, I was sent for, in a great

hurry, to render my services. I found the infant in

a very precarious condition, as much time had been

lost by various appliances to stop the blood, which

seemed to ooze from every part of the wound. A
neighboring physician had been called in, who una-

vailingly cauterized the bleeding surface with a solid

stick of nitrate of silver, I gave the child a few

drops of brandy, in milk, and proceeded to employ

the means which had proved successful with the

other children. This consisted in wrapping, some-

what tightly, a narrow strip of lint, in successive

turns, around the penis, commencing at its root,

and frequently repeating these turns around the

wounded part, where it formed a kind of cap, and
then secured the dressing by numerous tours of

cotton thread. The support and pressure exercised

by this compact spiral of lint and thread answered

the purpose fully, and probably saved the child's life.

But, for a long time afterward, the great pallor of its

skin, lips, and gums, showed the fearful effects of

the drainage of blood. It ought to be mentioned

that these cases occurred at the time when the per-

chloride and persulphate of iron had not yet been in-

troduced into practice. These preparations I have

since used with uniform success in obstinate bleeding

from circumcision.

Twice I have rendered assistance in a serious con-

dition of the penis, verging on gangrene, caused by

a few linen threads which had strangulated the fossa

near the corona glandis, and obstructed the passage

of the urine. These cases bore a striking resem-

blance to paraphymosis, and I must confess that the

detection of the cause, which puzzled me much, was
still easier than its removal. The parts were tume-

fied, and deeply congested, and the glans penis,

especially, appeared almost black. I ordered a

warm bath, in which the little patient remained for

some time; and, after repeated attempts with a

blunted tenaculum, I succeeded in raising the soft-

ened threads from their imbedded position, which

gave way on slight traction. No bad consequences

followed in these instances ; but a similar fortunate

termination did not take place in a few other cases

of a like nature, one of which came under my notice

when it was too late for medical aid to be of any ser-

vice. Some of the circumcisers, namely, pursue the

reprehensible practice of using small pledgets of

linen, having a small hole in the centre, which they

forcibly strip over the glans penis, and lodge in the

fossa, for the purpose, as they allege, of preventing

the return of the preputial vestige over the glans.

These pieces of linen, or tropeles, as they are called,

are allowed to remain in place until the third day,

and sometimes longer. Others are in the habit of

removing these tropeles daily, and replacing them by
new ones, which causes agoniing pain to the little

sufferers. If it happen that these unyielding bands

of linen contract, and cannot well be removed, with-

out screaming and struggling on the part of the

child, they are allowed to remain with all the de-

plorable consequences of constriction, inflammation,

and gangrene. The case to which I have alluded

resulted in the sloughing of the whole penis; in

another instance, which came to my knowledge, the

head of the penis was lost ; and a third instance of

the kind produced an artificial epispadias. The first

of these children survived but a short time ; the

second one, whose parents reside in the city of

Washington, is troubled, I am told, with painful and

difficult micturition.

Great mischief is sometimes done in cases where

the foreskin is attached over the glans penis. The

attempt to separate this attachment is both useless

and cruel. According to my experience, this agglu-

tination of the mucous surfaces is seldom uniform

and complete, and is gradually loosened, and finally

separated, by the frequent erections of the organ in

the act of urinating. These attachments are most

tenacious about the corona glandis, where little

worm-like projections, of a whitish color, form,

easily seen through the transparent membrane, and

which are nothing else but aggregations of the nat-

ural secretion (smegma) of the sebaceous glands. In

older children these adhesions can be readily sepa-

rated without causing much pain.
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Ante-Partum Hemorrhage.
J. P. Chesney, M. D., New Market, Mo., wi'ites

to the Leavenworth Medical Herald : Among the

many volumes of medical books in our libraries, how
seldom do we find satisfactory information on any

special subject we may wish to investigate. I have

been ransackingthe "authors" for knowledge in regard

to ante-partum hemorrhage, but instead of finding in

them a concise narrative of its various causes—phys-

iological and pathological, and the best remedies for

its control—I find a medley of ambiguity, and a di-

versity of opinion sufficient to cause one to almost

eschew books as a source of profitable inquiry. This

is not only true of the subject named, but it is so of

almost any matter connected with medicine. The
truth is, there is a vast amount of indolence fastened

like a deadly parasite upon the body medical, and

we, therefore, find it more congenial to the tastes of

multitudes in our ranks to set at their tables, pen in

hand, and sow broad-cast o\er the land seeds that

are to bring forth an unprofitable crop. To demon-
strate the truth of their assertions would be quite an

other matter. The time of visiting the dead-house,

the hospital, and the bedside of the /private patient,

is where the truth is to be learned by the shortest

route; but this necessitates labor, the "one
thing needful" in our profession. This apathy does

uot find any abiding place among the " lesser lights"

alone, but lurks in close proximity to our " first au-

thors" as well. It is unfortunate, but nevertheless

true, that many of our best and most diligent inves-

tigators in the intricate field of medicine are not

writers; and the consequence is, we are depend-

ent upon those for our knowledge, if we depend

on books, who really have little meritorious claim to

our fealty. However, I started out to tell about a

case of ante-partum hemorrhage which recently hap-

pened in a patient on whom I was attending, and

here are the notes made at the time :

June 3d, 1869, was called to see Mrs. F., aged

thirty-five, at the eighth-and-a-half month of her sev-

enth pregnancy. Her health was good, and she had

never in any former labor been endangered by any

abnormal condition. I first saw her at 12 o'clock, a.

in., and, on making inquiry, I learned that a profuse

hemorrhage had come on about 8 o'clock on the

evening before, and had continued to flow copiously

until the present time. I supposed at once tbafc I

had encountered another of those fearful cases

—

Placenta Prsevia. I found the bed and everything

about the person of the patient completely soaked

with blood, but the pulse and general condition of

the patient was very good—portending no immedi-

ate danger. There had been no signs of approach-

ing labor, but I set myself about controling the

bleeding at once. On examination, per vaginam,

I was surprised to not find the placenta presenting,

but in its stead the head of the child with the

membranes intact, in normal position. The os uteri

was patulous enough to allow the point of the index

finger to enter it very readily, and admit some de-
gree ofdilatation with it, and, as it was turned far back
into the hollow of the sacrum, I drew it forward and
endeavored by manipulating to set up uterine action.

I failed in this, however, and, as the blood still

flowed freely, at 2 o'clock I ruptured the membranes,
butno water followed. No pain yet occurring, gave
gave her a free dose of the secale cornutum ; intro-

duced a tampon tightly into the vagina, and then re-

tired for awhile, determined to await the consequences.

At the end of an hour I was aroused by the nurse

with the information that the patient had a desire to-

pass water. I found the pains active, and the labor

seeming to be progressive as though it had come on
spontaneously ; she had had a second dose of the

ergot in the meantime. I removed the " T " band-
age which I had applied to retain the tampon in

place, and found that there had been no more hem-
orrhage ; drew the urine with the catheter, as I was
afraid to let the patient go to the vessel for fear of
deranging the tampon. I yet found the general

condition of the patient good, therefore I had nothing
to do but to patiently wait the labor, which was now
rapidly approaching completion, as far as I could

judge from external manifestations. At 4 o'clock

the tampon, child and secundines were delivered,

and followed immediately by a considerable quanti-

ty of coagulated blood. The child was in an as-

phyxiated condition, and would evidently have been

lost to this world had I not used persevering effort

for its resuscitation. The nurse, an elderly lady, of

good intelligence, remarked that she " never would

have thought of saving that child." The mother
progressed well, but she had not the remotest idea

of what could have given origin to the hemorrhage.

I did not think to examine the afterbirth to know
how much of it had been detached, thereby produc-

ing the bleeding.

Some of the writers condemn the use of the tam-

pon in such cases. Bedford says the tampon will

convert an open hemorrhage into a concealed hem-
orrhage, consequently it would be very dangerous, as

serving to mislead, &c. Now, I conceive that such a

notion is more in imagination than in fact, as there

is hardly space enough in awomb already completely

filled with a child and its envelopes to admit of the

retention of enough blood to endanger life very seii-

ously. If we prevent the flow from the mouth of

the womb, we thereby convert all the subsequent ef-

fused blood into coagula inside of the womb, which

gradually reaching the situation from which the

hemorrhage is issuing, will form as efficient a tam-

pon and compress as could be applied to an external

wound. Our inability to reach the bleeding vessels

with our bundle of rags, is the especial argument of

Bedford in condemning the efficiency of the tampon.

I can not look upon this notion as a valid objection

to the use of the " plug" in most cases of ante-par-

tum hemorrhage, be the case accidental or unavoid-
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able in its origin ; and the same may be said of its

U3e in severe cases of menorrhagia, or hemorrhage in

the unimpregnated womb from any cause.

Alopecia Areata.

Dr. Thomas Reid, M. D., writes to the Glasgow

Medical Journal

:

The views of dermatologists regarding the true

nature and etiology of alopecia areata are vague and

, conflicting. The advocates of the parasitic origin of

this disease have generally failed to demonstrate in a

satisfactory manner the presence of a vegetable fun-

gus, although from other evidence disposed to re-

gard it as truly parasitic and contagious. On the

other hand, the opponents of this doctrine, with

Wilson at their head, say that "Pathologically we
must regard area as a suspended innervation and

the other features of this disease follow upon the ex-

hausted state of the nerves of the part, circulation is

weakened, nutrition is suspended, and the function

of hair production and secretion is at an end," a

view sufficiently vague and unsatisfactory, and utterly

destitute of sound anatomical or pathological foun-

dation.

Gruby, in 1843, discovered a fungus growth in the

hairs and scales of alopecia, to which he gave the

name of microsporon audouini, the growth and de-

velopment of which in the hair follicle he believed

to be the true cause of the disease. Subsequent ob-

servers have occasionally been able to confirm his

discovery, but at the same time have more frequently

failed. Now, if the disease is truly parasitic, the

parasite ought to be present at some stage of it in

every case, otherwise its presence must be regarded

as an accidental occurrence in the course of an affec-

tion due to other causes. It has been assigned as a

reason for the absence of the parasite in the later

stages of this disease that it has a very slight hold on

the epidermis, grows with great rapidity, and van-

ishes at an early period. Tilbury Fox alleges that it

affects the hair follicle only, and, consequently, fre-

quently escapes detection. How far this opinion is

correct may be inferred from the following cases

which have come under my notice lately.

Case 1st.—Mary B., aet. 25, has suffered from

alopecia for some months ; several large patches

covered with long downy hair occupy the occipital

and parietal regions of the scalp ; on the other parts

of the head the hair, which is auburn, is very lux-

uriant. My attention was directed to an erythema-

tous patch on the back of the head, near the margin

of the hairy scalp, which was said to be the same
condition which characterised the other patches in

the early stage of the disease. On examining this

spot carefully, a number of broken stumps were seen

projecting beyond the surface of the skin. A few

of these stumps having been extracted and examined

in the usual way, the following appearances were

noticed : The broken end presented the ragged ap-

pearance characteristic of parasitic hair. The body

of the hair at this extremity had a fusiform dilata-

tion, produced by the enlargement of the medullary

cells, without any trace of a parasite in the interior.

Farther down the root the sheath was adherent, and
between it and the body of the hair a quantity of

granular matter was imbedded, having a close re-

semblance to that found in the sheath of favus hairs.

The root was slightly atrophied ; in other respects

the hair and scales of the sheath were tolerably
healthy. The scales from other patches were charged
with spores.

Case 2d.—John G.,.aet. 10, had three patches of
alopecia on the top of the head. On one of these,

about the size of a florin, the alopecia was not com-
plete, and on close examination a number of stumps
were found scattered among the long hairs. On
examining a number of these the condition of the

hairs was found to be considerably altered, being
lustreless, opaque and ragged at their free extremi-
ties. The bulbs presented different stages of atrophy.

In some the atrophied bulb was enveloped in a coni-

cal cap of fibrous structure—probably the enlarged
papilla, thereby reversing the normal condition in
which the bulb forms a kind of cap to it. In hairs

extracted without the sheath no spores were visible,

but in those where the sheath was still adherent^

the spores of the parasite could be distinctly seen
penetrating as far as the soft pulpy cells of the bulb
—sometimes singly, at other times in groups, but in

every case outside the cell walls, which were well

defined and healthy. Rudimentary chains of spores

were seen running in various directions over the
body of the hair, apparently following the intercel-

lular spaces. In this case the presence of the para-
site at the bulb appeared to occasion the changes in
the structure of the hair by interrupting its nutri-

tion, and exciting a certain amount of inflammatory

irritation. These changes appear to be quite com-
patible with a certain amount of vitality and growth
of the hair.

Case 3d.—John R., aet. 35, robust and rather

florid, had several patches of alopecia over both
parietal regions; one of these over right parietal

prominence was not so complete as the others. In
the centre there was a circular spot of about five

lines in diameter having a considerable number of
tolerably healthy hairs nearly one inch in length. A
ring of complete alopecia surrounded this patch. A
considerable number of stumps were visible at the

outer margin of the bald annulus. Having extracted

a few of these and submitted them to careful exam-
ination, the free ragged extremity having frequently

a bulbous or fusiform dilatation near it, the withered

atrophied lustreless shaft, and the completely atro-

phied root terminating in a ragged irregular outline,

were all characteristic of parasitic hair in the most
advanced stage. Spores and adherent scales of

epithelium were occasionally seen on the body of
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the hair. In one instance, where the sheath was ex-

tracted with the stump which formed a kind of

tube around it, the parasite could be distinctly seen

in all its stages growing amidst the granular matter

which constituted the chief part of the sheath. This

granular appearance of the sheath is produced by the

dead and atrophied scales of epithelium whose out-

lines can, with difficulty, be defined. On the sur-

face and in the body of this sheath the spores and

filaments of the parasite were most abundant. The
spores vary in size from one-sixth thousandth to one-

three thousandth of an inch, sometimes arranged in

in small groups, sometimes in rudimentary chains.

The filaments, which are very fine, contain no

spores, and terminate in jointed undulating

branches, the segmentation of which probably

indicates the mode of reproduction. The fila-

ments assume a transverse direction, which is op-

posed to the statement of Kuchenmeister, who as-

serts that they run parallel with the stripe on the

hair.

The above cases exhibit, in a connected series,

what appears to be the progressive development of

the parasite, and at the same time the different

stagesof the disease. Three stages, at least, can be

traced with considerable accuracy.

In the first stage the parasite, having effected a

lodgement in the hair follicle in the form of fine

granular matter, diffuses itself among the epithelial

scales, producing a certain amount of thickening

and enlargement of the sheath. This condition of

the sheath, by simple mechanical pressure exerted

on the neighboring parts, probably gives rise to the

erythema and neuralgia frequently accompanying

this stage.

In the second stage the spores of the parasite can

be traced as far as the soft bulb, ramifying in the in-

tercellular spaces and interrupting the nutrition of

the hair. This interruption of the nutrition, and the

irritation caused by the presence of the parasite, in 1-

duce certain changes in the structure of the hair

which still continues to grow. These changes are

bulbous or fusiform dilatations of the body of the

hair chiefly in the medullary substance. The hair

fibres become opaque and atrophied, sometimes con-

taining fine granules in their interior. The diseased

hair continues to grow, but on reaching the surface

of the skin, breaks off, being too brittle to sustain

its own weight.

In the third stage the spores are mixed with fila-

ments, and the parasite has arrived at maturity. The
root is completely atrophied, its connection with the

papilla is severed, it dies, and is thrown off as a se-

questrum, or is pushed out by the growth of the

succeeding downy hair. Most frequently the hair

and its sheath are extruded separately; in such

cases the parasite can seldom be detected on the

body of the root. The sheath, or at least the spores

of the parasite, may remain and surround the downy

hair on which they have been occasionally detected '

T

and thus a second crop of the disease may be pro-

duced. It has been stated that the papilla appears-

to undergo certain changes. We know that in most

cases of alopecia its power of developing new hair is;

very much weakened at first, as is evidenced by the

weak downy hairs which generally succeed those-

which are extracted ; but it is quite conceivable that

in aggravated forms of the disease the papilla is also

destroyed, and permanent alopecia will be the re-

sult—a condition sometimes found to exist along

with downy patches on the same head.

Nitrate of Lead in Sore Nipples.

J. G. Wilson, M. D., F. R. S. E., Professor of

Midwifery in the Andersonian University, sends the

following notes to the Glasgow Medical Journal:

The treatment of excoriated or fissured nipples,,

although apparently a trivial matter, is, nevertheless^

one of much importance. This condition of the-

nipples is one of the most painful and serious ob-

stacles to lactation, and is a very influential and fre-

quent cause in the production of mastitis. Such an

affection is one of the most vexations annoyances of

the lying-in chamber, and frequently proves very

obstinate and rebellious to treatment. There is a,

long list of "remedies" for sore nipples, but, unfor-

tunately, they are more numerous than effectual..

The very circumstance of there being such a great

variety of remedies, may, I think, be safely regarded

as an indication that most, if not all of them, are

inefficient.

It is not my intention in the present communica-

tion to enter upon, far less discuss the various cir-

cumstances which have been assigned as likely to

cause or to favor the occurrence of sore or tender

nipples. My object is briefly to call the attention of

the profession to a simple and yet very effectual

mode of treating cases of this kind, as I feel assured

it is not so generally known as it deserves to be. I

allude to the treatment of such cases by the local ap-

plication of the nitrate of lead. From ample experi-

ence in the use of this substance—which has now
extended over three years—I feel satisfied of its.

superiority to any other agent which I have hitherto-

employed. I have found it in numerous instances to

succeed, when tannin, gallic acid, zinc, benzoin,

borax, &c, failed to produce the desired effect. I do

not mean, however, to assert that it will always suc-

ceed, or that it is an infallible cure, but in my ex-

perience the cases were few and rare in which I was
disappointed with the result of its employment. The
mode in which I use the nitrate of lead is in solu-

tion, dissolved in glycerine or brandy. The follow-

ing is the formula I generally employ

:

R. Nitratis Plumbi, gr. x.

Glycerini, |i. Solve.

This is applied freely to the affected nipple after
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suckling. Care must be taken to wash the nipple

previous to the next application of the infant. This

astringent lotion generally produces a sharp, smart-

ing pain for a short time, but this soon subsides. In

superficial abrasions 01 excoriations especially, I

have found this application to have an excellent

effect. In some cases of deeply fissured or ulcerated

nipples, a stronger solution is occasionally required.

In such instances, the lotion should be thoroughly

applied, by means of a small hair pencil, to the

whole of the fissured or ulcerated surface. The em-

ployment of the nitrate of lead may, if necessary,

be combined with other modes of treatment. In

severe cases, for example, the application of a teated

shield, so as to protect the nipple while the treat-

ment is being carried out, is sometimes advantag-

eous. On several occasions, when treating cases of

more than usual obstinacy, I have occasionally ap-

plied the nitrate of silver, collodion, or a solution of

gutta percha, and found them useful adjuvants.

Note on the Use of Carbolic Acid in Ob-
stetric Practice.

It is now upwards of a year since I first employed

diluted carbolic acid as an intra-uterine injection

after parturition. The first case in which I tried this

antiseptic injection was one where the symptoms

were such as to lead me to apprehend an attack of

puerperal septiccemia. In the case referred to the

patient, on the third day after delivery, suffered from

considerable tympanitic distens'.on of the abdomen,

with pain and tenderness on pressure over the hypo-

gastric region, the lochial discharge was scanty and

foetid, and there was a good deal of general febrile

disturbance of the system. The result in this in-

stance was so satisfactory that I was induced to give

this plan of treatment a further trial in such and

similar cases. Since then I have frequently syringed

the uterine cavity with a weak solution of carbolic

acid, not only in cases where the lochial discharge

was offensive aud deficient, but in a variety of

other cases. Such, for example, as those anxious

and troublesome cases in which there is reason to

suspect retention, in utero, of a portion of the pla-

centa or membranes, consequent upon or resulting

from abortion, retained or adherent placenta, &c.

;

also in cases where the infant is born in a semi-

putrid state, morbid conditions of the placenta, de-

composing coagula in the utero-vaginal canal, &c,
&c. That carbolic acid has proved of decided value

in many such cases I have not the slightest doubt.

Still, I am not prepared to ascribe all the benefit to

the carbolic acid, as an antiseptic ; I think that the

very washing out the uterine cavity is of itself a

very important matter, and is entitled to some con-

sideration in estimating the value of this mode of

practice. I may mention that this plan of treat-

ment has been tried in the Glasgow Maternity Hos-

pital, and, generally speaking, with good results. I

may also state that previous to using the carbolic

acid I employed the permanganate of potash, both

in private and hospital cases.

Reviews and Book Notices.

The Nomenclature of Diseases. Drawn up by
a joint committee appointed by the Royal College
of Phvsicians of London. London : Printed for

the Royal College of Physicians. 1869. 1 vol. 8vo.

pp. 327.

This new nosology is printed on the right hand
page in English, and on the left hand page the syn-

onym for the disease is given in Latin, French, Ger-

man and Italian. It is undoubtedly the most com-

plete attempt of the kind ever made. The arrange-

ment divides the diseases into General and Local,,

and adds certain conditions (poisoning and injuries)

" not necessarily associated with either general or

local disease." The English list was copied with as

little deviation as possible from that employed by the

Registrar General of England. The discussion of

the application of the Nomenclature to the purposes

of general statistics and practical therapeutics, we
cannot at present enter upon.

The New American Farm Book : Originally by
R. L. Allen, author of "Diseases ofDomestic Ani-
mals," and formerly editor of the American Ag-
riculturalist. Revised and enlarged by Lewis F.
Allen, author of " American Cattle," Editor of
the " American Short Horn Herd-Book," etc. 12
mo. pp. 526, New lork: Orange, Jtjdd &
Co., 1869. Price, $2.50. From Claxton,
Remsen & Haffelfinger, No. 807 Market
Street.

This book consists of twenty-three chapters on

every department of practical agriculture. It is

adapted to the use of the practical or amateur far-

mer. Many physicians are practical farmers, and

many others have their " country seats" and culti-

vate land. To all of these this book will be very

useful. The name of the publisher is a guarantee

of its excellence.

We have received from the publishers of the

Chicago Tribune a fine cut of their extensive new
building, corner of Madison and Dearborn streets,

in that city. It is the finest and best adapted struc-

ture of the kind in the western country. The

Tribune is one of the most widely circulated papers

of the northwest—and we dare say one of the best,

or it could hardly be so prosperous an enterprise.

Her Majesty's Consul at Jeddah has re-

ported that, though the concourse of pilgrims

at Mecca this year has greatly exceeded last

year's numbers, their health has been in all

respects good, and the proceedings have ter-

minated satisfactorily.
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MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER.

PHILADELPHIA, AUGUST 21, 1869.

S. W. BUTLE R, M. P., & D. G. BR1NTON, M. P., Eds

8^- Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and

Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,

News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

8^* To insure publication, articles must be practical,

brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

We particularly value the practical experience of coun-

try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfuliv belongs to the profession.

TO SUBSCRIBERS.

The 21st volume of the Medical and Sur-

gical Reporter began on July 3rd. A
large number of subscriptions are due from

that date, and we look to a prompt response

to the bills already sent out and being sent.—

Our bills always call for payment in AD-

VANCE.

As we are about to reduce our stock of odd

back numbers of the Reporter, in order to

make room, it is desirable that all who wish

to complete their files should notify us by the

10th of August. Bills will be sent with the

numbers ordered.

"We can still supply a few complete sets or

volumes from the commencement, bound or un-

bound. They should be applied for soon, as

they will soon be exhausted.

VALUABLE CONTRIBUTION TO POPU-
LAR MEDICAL LITERATURE.

It is a singular fact that in this country most

of the works on medical and hygienic matters

have been written by irregular practitioners

in order to help on its legs some ism orpathy

of their own. The public is really desirous of

information about the great questions of life

and health. It buys whatever is offered it,

and cannot tell of course the tares from the

wheat. In fact^as we have said, there has

been very little wheat offered it. Scienti-

fic physicians do not seem to have taken the

pains in.this country, as in Germany, to ex-

pand sound medical information among the

people.

We therefore welcome alHhe more warmly
a work, which under any circumstances would
command our praise, advance sheets of which
are now before us. The author is Dr. George
H. Napheys, of this city, well known to all the

readers of the Reporter as a constant contri-

butor to its pages for a number of years, a close

student of therapeutics, and a pleasing writer.

The title of the book is " The Physical Life of
'

"Woman ; advice to the Maiden, Wife and
Mother." It is a complete manual of infor-

mation for women, in their peculiar condi-

tions and relations, married and single.

The style is simple, agreeable and eminent-

ly proper and delicate, conspicuously so when
treating of such difficult topics to handle in a

popular book, yet so necessary to be handled,

as the marital relations of husband and wife,

the consummation of marriage, etc.

We do not doubt that this work will find as

large a sale both in and out of the profession

in this country, as the works of Bock and

Klencke in Germany, and ofTilt and Chavasse

in England.

AN IMPORTANT CASE IN NAVAL LAW.
Surgeon Green, United States Navy, is now

on trial in this city for disobedience of orders.

Commodore Selfridge ordered him to return

a man to duty who in Dr. Green's opinion was
physically unfit to be returned ; was sick, in

other words. He therefore declined to do so,

and was court-martialed.

We look with interest for the decision. If

commodores, or commanders, or lieutenants,

or midshipmen are to be the judges of when a

man should be on the sick list and when not,

the sooner Congress dispenses with the Bu-

reau of Medicine and Surgery of the United

States Navy, the better. If the commander
makes the diagnosis, let him do the prescrib-

ing too. The only use of the medical staff is

for their professional knowledge, and if the

conscientious exercise of this is to be denied

them, the sooner that is generally under-

stood, the quicker will a much needed reform

in that star! take place.

THE SLEEPING- GIRL.

Many of our readers must have noticed the

account of "A Sleeping Girl "going the rounds,

of the papers some months since. She was
publicly exhibited at Nashville and elsewhere.,

She died last month at her home near Hick-

man, Kentucky, the victim, no doubt, of some
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cerebral lesion, but just what, we unfortu-

nately do not know, as there was no post mor-

tem.

The history of the case is briefly : When
about twelve years of age, she was taken with

a severe chill, and treated accordingly by her
v
physician. As the fever which followed her

chill subsided she fell into a deep sleep, in

which condition she has remained ever since

except at intervals. It was her custom at first

to awake regularly twice in every twenty-four

hours, and singularly within a few minutes of

the same hours each day, but of later years

she awoke much oftener, so much so that

many considered it an indication of her final

recovery. She would remain awake five, ten

or perhaps fifteen minutes, and gradually drop

oif to sleep again. When asleep it was utterly

impossible to arouse her. She never com-

plained of any bodily pain, though when
asleep she was very nervous at times, and ap-

peared to suffer considerably by the violent

twitching and jerking of her muscles and
limbs, and her hands clenched tightly as if

enduring severe pain, but when awake she did

not appear to suffer, except from a drowsy

gaping inclination, and a persistent effort to

cleanse her throat of phlegm. She generally

passed into sleep through a violent paroxysm,

which would last perhaps five minutes, and she

would then sleep awhile as calmly and quietly

as an infant. Miss Godsey was of medium
size, and her limbs and muscles well propor-

tioned and developed.

Such a case is by no means unparalleled, but

they are always instructive, and worthy of

passing note.

—^— Akazoia.—This new alkaloid was found by

Dr. Frazer, of Edinburgh, in specimens of the

Akazga plant, brought from the west coast of Africa,

and which he supposed to be a new species of

Strychnos. Akazgia is a crystalline alkaloid, closely

resembling strychnia, but differing from it by beings

precipitated by alkaline bicarbonates. Travelers re-

port that the natives of West Africa use Akazga as

an ordeal. A supposed sorcerer is compelled to

drink an infusion of the bark of this plant and walk

over small Akazga sticks. If guilty, he tries in vain

to pass the sticks and falls in convulsions, when he

is beaten to death by the savages ; but if innocent,

the kidneys will act freely and the poison is thus

eliminated. Dr. Frazer found certain twigs of the

so-called Akazga, of different structure, which did

not yield the new alkaloid, and it is probable that

those natives who have escaped from the ordeal,

drank a decoction made from this variety.

Notes and Comments.

THERAPEUTICAL BULLETIN.*
Compiled by Geo. H. Napheys,M. D.

Xo. 22.

This column will contain each week a collection of the
Recipes, remarkable for their novelty and elegance, now
in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by
them in recent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics,
and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly published
monographs and systematic treatises, and in the current
medical periodicals of this country and Europe. It will
include formulae for hypodermic injections, for inhala-
tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments,
lotions, collyria, etc,, etc.
This selection will be such that each prescription will

commend itself, both by its intrinsic merits, and by the
authority of the name of the physician by whom origi-
nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest
and best approved therapeutical expressions of the pro-
fession—to aflord a periscope of the remedial measures re-
sorted to by eminent living physicians.

It is proposed, hereafter, to classify these formula?, and
issue them in book form

Formula, Employed in the Diseases of Children.

It is proposed to bring together, under this head, recipes
used in aftections occurring during infancy and childhood.
The art of prescribing for children is an important one.
It is highly desirable, in such prescriptions, to avoid bulky
and disagreeable combinations. Certain dangerous reme-
dies and doses are also to be guarded against.

J. M. Da Costa, M. D.

192. R. Zinci sulphatis, gr. iij.

Pulveris ipecacuanha, gr. ij. M.

For one powder, to be repeated every ten minutes,

until emesis is produced. Used in the capillary

bronchitis of children. To be given once or twice a

day, morning and evening, to a child three years old,

together with the following

:

193. Spts. setheris nitrosi, n£ x.

Ammoniae carbonatis, gr.j.

Syrupi senegse, xx.
" tolu, x.

Aquas, ^ xx. M.

For one dose, every third hour. Also, when the

child is weak, twenty drops of brandy ter die.

Counter irritation over the chest, by means of weak
mustard plasters, may be employed.

The most successful treatment of capillary bron-

chitis in children is that in which both stimulating

expectorants and emetics form a part. Children

cannot expectorate, and nothing gets rid of the

mucous more quickly and effectually than emetics.

The only objection to their use is that nearly all

emetics are prostrating. Hence, these agents must

be given with judgment, and not repeated often

enough to produce weakening results.

Meredith Clymer, M. D.

Our author gives the following indications for the

treatment of Cholera Infantum :

The instant threatening symptoms, purging and

vomiting, are to be stopped. Fermentation, and

not chymification, is going on in the stomach and

duodenum. Hence, small doses of the bisulphites
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of soda or potassa, with limed whey, will often act

very happily, while the effect of poisonous drugs is

always doubtful, and generally positively harmful.

Mercury is, at best, negative. Opium and its prepa-

rations will be found valuable, ifnot contra-indicated

by cerebral epiphenomena. The effects should be

carefully watched. Flannel, wrung out of hot water,

and on which laudanum is poured, applied to the

spine, will be found useful in checking vomiting.

The function of the skin which, in common with

all the excreting organs, is inactive, must be excited.

This may be done by gentle friction with woollen

cloths, or a warm alkaline bath, in which the little

patient should not remain longer than three minutes,

being then quickly dried and wrapped in flannel.

Food, of proper quality and quantity, should be given

so soon as the stomach and bowels will tolerate it.

Farinaceous articles are entirely inappropriate.

Limed milk, to which a little gelatine has been

added, or rennet whey, may be given ; but in pro-

tracted cases, attended with great prostration, and

rapid emaciation, the raw meat diet, prepared as

recommended by Prof. Trousseau, will be often

seized with avidity, and well borne. Lean beef or

mutton is first finely hashed, pounded in a mortar to

a pulp, and then passed through a fine sieve. The
thick concentrated juice thus obtained is nutritious

and digestible, and, when salted or otherwise flavor-

ed, quite acceptable. Give a half to three quarters

of an ounce, in fractional doses the first day. If

well borne by the stomach, increase the quantity

day by day, until a quarter or half a pound is taken

in the course of the twenty-four hours. For the

first day or two much of it may pass, hardly changed,

from the bowels ; but this alone should not occasion

its discontinuance. If too long continued, however,

the diet is liable to generate taenia. White of eggs,

thinned with natural or artificial Selters, Yichy, or

weak lime-water, is an excellent drink, to which a

few grains of bicarbonate of soda may be added.

Tonics and stimulants are often required. Of the

former, minute doses of arsenic alone, or combined

with quinine, or the chloride of iron, or the perni-

trate of iron, or the tincture of nux vomica may be

giveu. Wine-whey, or brandy and water, to which

a few drops of the aromatic spirits of ammonia have

been added, are the best stimulants. The effect of

sending the fpatient to a cool and mountainous re-

gion, is immediate and lasting.

Thomas Hillier, M. D., Lond. F. R. C. P., etc.

In the choice of medicines for children some pecu-

liarities must be specially born in mind. One of

these is the great susceptibility of children to the ac-

tion of opium in its various forms. Such

preparations must] therefore be carefully watched,

and the doses not too rapidly repeated. Calomel is

a useful aperient for children, either alone or in com-

bination with Jalapine. It has the advantage of

being tasteless, and not bulky, while it is efficacious,

and not irritating. As an alterative, and as an an-

tiphlogistic, mercurials have been
t
too frequently

employed. In congenetal syphilis, however, grey

powder is the most satisfactory remedy ; and in

membranous croup mercury is often of service.

Emetics are of great value in infancy in catarrhal

affections of the larynx and bronchi. Ipecacuanha

is to be preferred in the great majority of cases.

Antimony, given until it causes nausea, is useful in

severe cases of croup. Depletion, even by leeches,

is scarcely ever required. Blisters are to be

avoided on children, from the risk of their causing

constitutional irritation and deep ulceration.

194. R. Oleiricini, f.gij.

Pulveris acaciae, 3J*.

Tincturae opii, viij.

Aquse carui, q. s. ad. 1.31J. M.

Dose—a teaspoonful for a child six years old. A
useful oleagenous mixture in dysenteric diarrhoea.

195. R. Acidi gallici, gr. xij.

Tincture cinnamomi, f.^iss.

F. " opii, yy.> viij.

Aquse carui, q. s. ad. f.^ij- M.

Dose—two teaspoonsful for a child two years old,

with chronic diarrhoea and irritable stomach.

196. R. Ferri et quiniae citratis, gr. xx.

Syrupi lemonis, f..3ij.

Aquae, q. s. ad. f.Jij. M.

Dose—two teaspoonsful when a chalybeate tonic is

indicated.

197. R. Sodae bicarb, exsic. gr. xxiv.

Extracti taraxaci, gss.

Syrupi aurantii, f.gij.

Infusi columbae, q. s. ad. f.Jij. M.

Dose—two teaspoonsful ter die- as a tonic and

alterative.

Prof. Joseph Pancoast.
198. R. Hydrargyri chloridl mitis, gr. I

Pulveris rhei, gr.j.

" zingiberis. gr. |. M.

For one powder. To be taken by a child three

years old, twice a week at night, to remove saburra,

and as an alterative.

Prof. J. Lewis Smith, New York.
199. R. Tinctura opii camphoratae,

" catechu, aa. f^ij.

Misturae cretal, f^j. M.
Dose, one teaspoonful every two to four hours to

a child one year old. Our author recommends this

as an old but efficient prescription in the simple diar-

rhoea of infants.

200. R. Pulveris ipecacuanhae, gr.j.

" rhei, gr.ij.

Sodae bicarbonatis, gr. iv-vij. M.

Divide in Chart No. xij. One powder every four

to six hours, to an infant one year old. In the diar-

rhoea of infants due to indigestion and attended by

acidity. It improves digestion and corrects acidity,

and in this manner has a beneficial effect on the diar-

rhoea, in those cases in which it is appropriate.
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201. R. Creosoti, gtt. ij.

Aquae coleis, f^ij. M.

Dose, one teaspoonful with a teaspoonful of milk,

breast milk if the infant nurses, repeated p. r. n.,

-for the vomiting, so frequent in the summer epidem-

ics, of intestinal inflammation in the citres. This

Tecipe is much urged in the Nursery and Child's

Hospital, of New York city. Or, the following may
foe administered,

202. R. Potassse bicarbonatis, gr. xxv.

Acidi citrici, gr. xvij

.

Aquae amygdalae amarse, f^j.

Aquae, f^ij. M.
Dose, one teaspoonful to a child from eight to

twelve months old, repeated according to the nau-

sea or vomiting.

Another anti-emetic, in these cases, though ac-

cording to our .author's experience, inferior to those

given above, is the substitute of bismuth :

203. R. Bismuthi subrnitratis, 9j-ij.

Aquae menthae piperitae.

Syrupi zingibens, aa. f^j. M.

Dose, one teaspoonful to a child one year old,

every hour, if required for the vomiting. The bis-

muth, aside from its sedative effect upon the stom-

•acb, a's^ aids in controlling the diarrhoea.

Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.

The Papacy and the Medical Profession in
Borne.

Eds. Med. and Surg. Reporter :

In 1862, during a residence of several weeks in

Rome, I spent considerable time in investigating its

hospitals and other public charities, as well as the

condition of the medical profession and modes of

practice in that city, some account of which appeared

in the columns of a medical journal published in

New York. While its hospitals would do honor to

any city, for grandeur and appropriateness of struc-

ture and completeness of internal arrangements, as

well as the kindness and assiduity of the masses,

and faithful devotion to duty of their medical attend-

ants, I found no esprit du corps in the medical pro-

fession, no medical journals, or medical societies, and
indeed, very little intercourse among medical men.
Medical practice was, probably, about the same as it

was one hundred years ago; and, on inquiring

further, I found that medical societies were not per-

mitted, or meetings of any professional men, for

political reasons ; and here I thought I found the

cause of the languishing state of medical science in

the Papal city. I learn from recent information that

on the 7th of May last the medical and surgical

practitioners of Rome received a special " circular "

from the " Congregation of Health," inclosing a copy

of the dispatch addressed by the Cardinal-Vicar to

the President of the Board, styled the " Sacra Con-
sulata." The object of this dispatch is to remind
the Board, by order of the Pope, of the canons

which regulate the administration of the Lord's

Supper to the sick, and especially to call attention

to the " constitution " laid down by Pius V. bearing

the title " Super gregem." In this enactment it is

ordered " that no physicians or surgeons shall visit

a sick person after the third day of his illness, unless

the invalid shall have called in his confessor, or

there exists some reasonable ground for making
exception." This " constitution," it is added, was
revived by Benedict XIII. at the council held at

Rome in the year 1725, with the additions under

Clause XXXn, of the " Poenit." And " in case

the physician or surgeon continue his visits after the

third day, the sick man not having made his con-

fession in the interim, he shall be visited with the

penalty of the major excommunication, or < Latae

Sententiae,' exclusively vested in the Sovereign Pon-

tiff and local bishops, and may likewise be punished

with very severe penalties.''''

I am uncertain whether it is the patient or the

physician who is to be punished, but, as I under-

stand it, it is the latter. I may, however, be mis-

taken.

Such are the rigid proscriptions with which the

Cardinal-Vicar requires the medical practitioners in

Rome minutely to conform. The Papal press

alleges that this revival of an obsolete injunction

shows a pious concern for the salvation of souls

;

but surely it is a great infraction of individual lib-

erty, constituting the medical attendant into an in-

quisitor, as regards his patient's conscience, and

depriving the latter of medical aid should he neglect

or decline to confess to a priest ! It is this domi-

neering, inquisitorial spirit which characterizes

Papal sacerdotalism in Rome, which interferes with

the progress of science there, and the enlightened

spirit of the age, and which especially depresses and

discourages the medical practitioners of that city.

Peekskill, S. Y. L.

Precocious Puberty.

Eds. Medical and Surical Reporter :

We have a little girl in this region of country who

has been under the care of Dr. F. B. Davidson, of

Benton, and myself. She began to menstruate reg-

ularly at the age of eight years and one month, and

is fully developed as a woman. We think it a case

of early development. Yours truly,

A. T. Braindage, M. D.

Factoryville, Pa.

A pharmacy has just been opened at Mont-

pelier, France, by Madame Deumergue, Bachelor in

Science. This is the first establishment of the kind

in France, under the direction of a woman.
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News and Miscellany.

Weight and Height of Men.
Quetelet, who has devoted more attention to phys-

ical culture than any other writer, gives the average

weight of an adult mail 136.993 pounds, and the av-

erage height 5.333 feet.

Dr. Gould, who examined a large number of stu-

dents in the Junior and Senior classes at Harvard

University and Yale College, together with some
members of the professional schools, reports their

average height 5.666 feet, and average weight

139.700 pounds.

A. Maclaren, who has charge of the Gymnasium
connected with the Oxford University, England, re-

ports of the first one hundred names on his book as

they arrived at the University, their average height

5.825 feet, and average weight 132.970 pounds.

—

[Dr. Nathan Allen.

American Medical Missionary in China.
The American Presbyterian Mission has a medi-

cal missionary department in Canton and vicinity.

It has done a great deal of work the past year, treat-

ing 50,636 out-patients and 1,038 in-patients, and

has performed 1,038 surgical operations,some of them

of great importance. A medical class numbers 12

scholars. It ought to b9 increased so as to form a

large medical school. Will some wealthy American

physician give the funds ?

Children's Hospital, Boston, Mass.
The Board of Managers of the Children's Hospi-

tal have appointed the following named gentlemen

as the medical staff : For physicians—Wm. Ingalls,

M. D., and Francis B. Greenough, M. D. For Sur-

geons—Francis H. Brown, M. D., and Samuel W.
Langmaid, M. D.

The Opthalmological Society,

Composing the most distinguished oculists in the

country, has been holding its annual meeting at the

Atlantic House, Newport, R. I. Dr. Henry W.
Williams, of Boston, is President of the Society.

It is proposed to start in New York a popular

medical paper, to be issued weekly, and to contain

short editorials on some popular medical subject, and

answers to all sorts of questions about health and
remedies for disease. A well educated physician,

and a brilliant young newspaper man are mixed up
in the venture. A pleasant prospect for the stock-

holders !

The new Lunatic Asylum on Ward's Island,

New York harbor, will cost nearly half a million

dollars, and will be completed by November of next

year.

It is said that a cheap outer cell for a Dan-
iells battery can be made from a common tin canister

by placing it in a solution of sulphate of copper, and

putting in the porous cell, zinc and acid as usual,

and connecting the zinc with the canister below

water mark by a copper wire. After a little the in-

side of the canister will be coated with copper. It

is said to be quite as good as a cell made entirely of

copper.

A lunatic, named William B. Smith, resid-

ing at Whitehall, Michigan, recently procured a

double-barreled shot-gun, and after threatening sev-

eral persons, who escaped from him, shot and killed

Joshua T. Piatt. Smith was arrested.

Army and Navy News.

Surgeon William Johnson, Jr., is ordered to the

Jamestown.

Surgeon W. K. Vanpriper is ordered to the Naval

Hospital at Chelsea, Mass.

Surgeon E. R. Doty is detached from the James-

town and ordered home.

[Notices inserted in this column gratis, any are solicited

from all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tions of Societies at ten centsper line, ten words to a line.]

MABKIED.

Schatjfflejr—Haines. August 3d, at the residence of
the bride, by Friends' Ceremony, Dr. E. W. Schauffierof
Kansas City, Mo., and Miss Martha Haines of Camden
co., N. J.

DIED.

Mitchell. At Amherst, Mass., July 27th, Dr. P. A.
Mitchell, aged 80 years.

M'Mdnn. At Port Jervis, N. Y., Aug. 5, after a linger-

ing illness, Dr. John B. M'Munn, in the 69th year of his

age.

Perlby. Julv 28th, in Lebanon, N. H. Harvie S., only-

child of Dr. I. N. and Kate E. Perley, aged 11 months 10>

days.

Pitney. At Absecom, N. J., August 7th, Jonathan:
Pitney, M. D., in the 76th year of his age.

Streeter. At Boston Highlands, Mass., July 30th, J.
Bentley Streeter, 20 yrs. 9 mos., eldest son of Julia F. and
Dr. J. H. Streeter.

Swett. At Bonn, Germany, George "Woodbury Swett,.

M. D., of Jamaica Plain, Mass. 26.

OBITUARY.

Hayden.
Dr. J. C. Hayden, a well known and esteemed

physician, died of apoplexy at his residence in Cambridge.
Mass., Friday night, July 30, at the age of about seventy
years. He was a graduate of Harvard College in the class

of 1820. Most of his life was passed in Boston, but a few
years ago he removed to Cambridge. He was out as usual
the day before, and visited a patient. His death was
instantaneous, as he fell while attempting to light the gas.

He was a gentleman of high personal and professional
character, and was universally beloved by all who knew
him.



THE

MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER.
No. 652.] PHILADELPHIA, AUGUST 28, 1869. [Vol. XXI.—No. 9.

Original Department.

Communications.

REMARKS ON DR. ROSENWASSER'S
CASE OF CARBUNCLE.

By John Stainback Wilson, M. D.,

Of Houston, Texas.

In the Reporter for June 19, I notice a
u fatal case of carbuncle," contributed by Dr.

M. Rosenwasser, of Cleveland, Ohio. In com-

menting on the treatment he says :
" I will

but mention the reproach made by non-pro-

fessional individuals that I have cut too early."

He then remarks that this course of treatment
41

is justified by the greatest surgical authori-

ties." Certainly it is ; and not by these only,

but by reason, common sense, and accumulated

experience. Therefore no defence is needed

before the bar of the profession ; and as to

carping of non-professional and unreasoning

ignorance, Dr. Rosenwasser must indeed be

quite young in the profession if he suffers these

to disturb his equanimity.

Yet I must say, with all due respect, that I

consider his treatment obnoxious to profes-

sional criticism ; not on account of excessive

activity and cutting too early, but for want of

sufficient activity, and through neglect of a

very important means, which Dr. Rosenwasser

seems to regard as a substitute for, rather than

as a necessary accompaniment of incisions.

This inference is plain from his concluding

remark, for he says :

M Whether the patient

would have recovered if any expectant treat-

ment had been pursued, or whether cauteri-

zation would have been preferable to incision,

cannot be decided." Surely the propriety of

a negative expectant treatment in carbuncle

cannot for a moment be entertained. And
the propriety—the indispensable necessity of

early, free, and repeated incisions, is placed

beyond dispute by the most ample experience,

founded on the pathological condition of the

parts, which, having to a great extent lost their

vitality, are foreign— a source of pain and

irritation, and, therefore, to be removed as

speedily as possible by knife and caustic.

But these must go together. The one is no
substitute for the other. Free incisions will

silence the pain and tension, while the inser-

tion of caustic potash into the incisions will

cause disintegration in the brawny devitalized

tissue, causing it to slough out, leaving the

parts beneath in a healthy granulating con-

dition. Moreover, the caustic potash is a most
potent anodyne, allaying, and to a great extent

removing that peculiar burning pain, which is

an invariable companion of the disease, and

which is generally rebellious to every other

remedy.

How the great English surgeon, Paget, can

speak so doubtfully of incisions, I cannot see.

I can only account for it by supposing that he

had his mind directed to the influence of in-

cisions alone, unaccompanied by the pow-
erful auxiliary cauterization.

The experience of the profession will hardly

sustain Mr. Paget in the declaration that
" carbuncles will spread, after cutting, in as

large a proportion of cases as they will spread

in without cutting." And I feel sure that his

proposition will be almost universally denied,

if cauterization accompany the knife, as it

should in all cases.

There may be more truth in the proposition,

" Cut as you may, you cannot always put

aside the extreme pain that a carbuncle some-

times has, even to its later time."

This may be true of cutting, per se, but my
experience teaches me that cutting with cauter-

171
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ization will subdue the pain, and in the great

majority of eases stop the spread of the dis-

ease. In this, I think, I am sustained by the

verdict of the great body of the profession.

Many cases might be adduced as examples

of the success of this treatment, but a brief

sketch of one will suffice.

Case.—Mrs. B., aged 55, very obese, weigh-

ing some 200 pounds ; had been under the treat-

ment of a timid superannuated practitioner

for ten days, when I was called to her. Her
attendant had done little or nothing for her.

I found her with a carbuncle occupying the

same situation, and presenting much the same

appearance as those so well described by Dr.

Rosenwasser in the case under review. But

the tumor in my case was much more exten-

sive, reaching from the occipital protuberance

well down on the neck, and spreading later-

ally from one mastoid process to the other.

The parts around were cedematous, and of

a livid erysipelatous redness.

On account of the advanced stage of the dis-

ease, I could not promise myself my usual

success in checking it by a single operation,

as I have always done in previous cases. But

I felt satisfied that the knife and caustic were

the magna remedia, the only reliance for check-

ing the disease, giving ease, and saving the

life of the patient. A free, crucial incision

was therefore made throughout the whole ex-

tent of the tumor, and the gaping cuts of the

knife were filled with caustic potash. The
edges of the tumor were circumscribed with

strong iodine paint. This treatment gave

great relief to the pain
;
but, as I feared, failed

to stop the spread of the disease, so much had
the surrounding tissues become involved from

its long continuance. Without going into te-

dious details, it may be sufficient to state that

other incisions were made between the first,

from time to time, numbering in all six or

eight ; and finally the whole tumor was cir-

cumscribed by a circular incision near its bor-

ders, the potash being used, as before, after

each operation. This checked the spread of

the tumor, but not until it had attained the

enormous dimensions of eleven inches longi-

tudinally, and five inches transversely. No
poultices were used, except immediately after

the caustic. The dressing consisted of cloths

wet in warm water. The tumor being almost

insensible, the rule in cutting was to carry the

knife down till she complained of pain.

The constitutional treatment may be em-
braced in a few words—light, nourishing diet,

quinine, sulphate of magnesia, tincture of

chloride of iron, and an occasional opiate at

night. The patient had a steady and good re-

covery after the spead of the disease was ar-

rested, by the active and repeated remedies

indicated ; but of course it took a long time for

such an immense breach to fill up with granula-

tions ; and the rigid cicatrix which stood out

on the back of the neck like a broad fin, made
the lady appear rather stiff-necked for an hum-
ble Christian.

As intimated, this is the only case I have
had where a single operation with knife and
caustic failed to ease the pain and put an ef-

fectual check to the extension of the disease.

But when I consider the negative expectant

treatment before I saw the patient, the con-

sequent extent of the tumor, and the involve-

ment of surrounding tissues, I can but think it

a great triumph of the treatment to check its

ravages and save a life which must inevitably

have been sacrificed under any treatment less

heroic.

In conclusion, let me most respectfully sug-

gest to Dr. Rosenwasser the propriety of re-

considering his declaration—" I shall in future

be very reluctant in advocating incisions in

carbuncles, even though they be harmless, so

long as they are productive of no good."

Surely the teachings of experience cannot

be utterly fallacious in things patent to the ob-

servation of all. And if experience has dem-
onstrated one fact beyond all controversy, it

does seem to me it is the value of incisions

and caustic potash in staying the progress of a

carbuncle. It is far from being established

that incisions alone " are productive of no
good;" while, as just intimated, if there is

anything true in medicine or surgery, it is that

knife and caustic are the remedies in carbuncle.

PHYTOLACCA DECANDRA—ITS USE
IN THE TREATMENT OF CANCER.

By O. Crook, M. D.,

Of Dayton, Ohio.

The poke root is known as an indigenous plant,

growing abundantly in all parts of the United
States. Its medical properties are described

as emetic, cathartic, alterative diuretic, and
somewhat narcotic. It has obtained some
reputation, and is occasionally used by the

profession as a remedy in rheumatism, and as

an alterative in scrofulous affections. It had
at one time obtained considerable reputation

as a local application in the treatment of can-
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cer, and probably in some cases was attended
with beneficial results, not from any specific

effects that it possessed when used in this way,
tout from its stimulating and almost escharotic

powers, producing an alteration in the ulcer

which favored its healing.

In presenting to the profession the use of

the Phytolacca, administered internally as a

valuable, and, in many cases, a successful

remedy in the treatment of cancer; I am aware
of the prejudice that I will encounter in the

minds of many who regard the disease as incur-

able, or at least only a subject for excision, or

the use of escharotics. This too generally ac-

cepted view by the profession, of the nature of

cancer, viz. : That it is a disease primarily

local in its character, and that the subsequent

constitutional disturbance is induced by the

absorbtion of the cancerous matter into the

blood, and the spread of the local disease

through the system generally, has led to the

abandonment of a majority of cancer patients

to the treatment of charlatans and quacks, or

to the sure ravages of the destroyer, without

much effort to arrest its progress.

But when we come to regard the cancer de-

velopment as a constitutional disease, which
it unquestionably is, and depending upon a
previous depraved condition of the blood, and,

in most cases, hereditary in its character, the

use of efficient and active remedies given

internally will be apparent; and with this

more expanded view of the local trouble, our

treatment will be more rational, and conse-

quently much more successful.

T. Wheedon Cooke, in his late able treatise

on the subject of cancer (a book which every
physician should read), has succeeded in bring-

ing to the notice of the profession, arguments,

sustained b}^ facts and statistics, which conclu-

sively prove the constitutional character of

the disease, and that—" There is in truth a
constitutional cancerous diathesis as there is

a constitutional tubercular diathesis, and there

are strong grounds for believing that these

two depraved conditions of the system have a

more intimate relationship than is generally

supposed."

I have in my possession statistics, obtained

in several years practice in the treatment of

cancer, phthisis and scrofula, sufficient, I

think, to satisfy the most incredulous that can-

cer and tuberculosis are all of one and the same
family, differing only under different circum-
stances, in their development.

Taking this view of the origin of the cancer

development, I have relied more upon the

constitutional than upon the local treatment

of the disease, and influenced by circumstances

not necessary here to narrate, was led several

years ago to the use of the tincture of Phyto-

lacca, and which has been accompanied with a

success that has exceeded my most sanguine

expectations, and which has led me now to

regard cancer, phthisis, and scrofula, as cura-

ble diseases when properly treated in their

first stages. But if the treatment is deferred

until the lymphatic system becomes exten-

sively affected, and general cachexy induced,

it would be idle to offer any hope to the patient,

or to expect that any remedy would be of'

avail.

I am, therefore, an advocate of early treat-

ment in all cancerous and tubercular diseases,

and that it should on no account be delayed,

but commenced as soon as any of the charac-

teristic symptoms of either form of the disease

develop themselves, and I am persuaded from

what I have witnessed in my own practice,

that we may then undertake the treatment

with a reasonable hope of a successful result.

With the steady and persistent administra-

tion of the Poke root, in the first stages of

cancer, I have in many cases seen the tumor

absorbed, and a cure effected, without a resort

to the use of the knife, or escharotics. And
also when it has been administered on the

appearance of the first symptoms of phthisis

and scrofula; and in families where the dis-

ease was known to be hereditary, I have wit-

nessed a gradual improvement of the health

of the patient—an abatement of the disease,

and in a number of instances a final restora-

tion to health.

Much difference of opinion exists as to the

best means to be used for the removal of the

Cancer tumor, and also as to the proper time

for its removal. A majority of physicians, re-

garding the tumor as a local affection, have

been content with its removal by excision, as

affording the shortest way of getting rid of the

offending mass, with the least suffering to the

patient ; and sometimes flatter themselves that

with the healing of the wound their work is

done, and the patient cured.

Others prefer the use of escharotics, such as

arsenical and zinc paste, etc. This last pro-

cess, although much slower, and more painful

in its operation, it is argued, affords a better

prospect of permanent cure than the Use of

the knife, or at least gives to the patient
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greater security against the early return of

the tumor.

In my own practice I have usually given

preference to the use of escharotics, and fully

agree with the views of Dr. Langston Parker,
" That the liability of a return of the Cancer-

ous tumor is much less when removed by caus-

tics, than when removed by the knife," but as

will be seen in the report of the case append-

ed, I have not been partial to either mode,

and have used the one or the other, as seemed

to be specifically indicated at the time. I have

obtained very favorable results from the use

of injections of the tumor, with Tinct. Iodine,

from five drops to a drachm, and the subse-

quent application of the pulverized or grated

Poke root, in the form of poultice, intermitted

with the use of emollient poultices of carrots,

or bread and milk, and would now have more
confidence in a successful result from these

means, than through any other local treat-

ment. I have not favored healing the wound
quickly, when once opened by artificial means,

but have rather encouraged the suppuration

of the tumor, regarding it as salutary—as fur-

nishing a drain for the elimination of the can-

cerous matter from the blood, and in the end

securing a more permanent cure. With my
present experience, I now, as soon as I ascer-

tained that the Tinct. Phytolacca administer-

ed for a sufficient length of time, is not fol-

lowed by a reduction and absorption of the

tumor, would attack the tumor with the Iodine

injections, or escharotics, with the view of

getting up a discharge early—while the sys-

tem has the power to withstand the drain, be-

fore the cancerous cachexy has been induced,

and the debility consequent upon this stage.

When the cancer has been allowed to progress

until spontaneous suppuration has taken place,

I regard it as having passed the curative pe-

riod, and am content to " let it alone."

My method of preparing and using the Poke
root, is as follows

:

R Phytolacca Ptadicis, ^ij.

Alcohol dilute, or pure

whisky, 1 pint.

Let it stand 14 days and filter.

Of this the patient may take, after eating,

from fifteen drops to a tablespoonful, as will

be borne by the stomach. When first com-
mencing with the medicine, the minimum dose

will sometimes produce nausea and vomiting,

but after its use for a time the stomach will

tolerate it, when the maximum dose may be

taken without any unpleasant effects. I have

derived the most benefit from its use when
pushed until its emetic effect is produced, and
then continue at the dose that the stomach
would bear without excessive nausea. I have
also, during the administration of the medi-

cine, frequently found benefit from the occa-

sional use of a small dose of calomel or blue

pill—say once or twice a week.

The effects of the medicine will generally be

apparent in the space of two weeks—first in

relieving the pain so significant of cancer, and
in arresting the growth of the tumor, its sub-

sequent softening and absorption, and in the

general improvement of the health of the pa-

tient.

If after administering the medicine for a

few weeks, its beneficial effects are not mani-

fest, it will be well to desist for a short time,

and then commence again as at first, when
better effects will be produced.

We will not expect, in the treatment of

the disease we are now considering, that we
will obtain by the use of any medicine, the

speedy effects that we sometimes observe, in

the treatment of other diseases, and being thus

disappointed, be ready to condemn the rem-

edy and cast it aside as worthless. It will

only be by the patient and persevering use

of the medicine that its good effects will be

made known, and our patients obtain the ben-

efits of the treatment.

In the cases appended I have reported them

more in detail than I should have done, had I

not feared that for the want of confidence, or

the lack of the " gift of perseverance " on the

part of the physician, and the patient in some
instances, the medicine would be rejected

without giving it a fair trial.

I have only reported a few of the most

prominent cases of Cancer, leaving out of the

report any cases of Phthisis, Scrofula, Hip
Joints and Skin Diseases, as well as Syphilis,

and other diseases, depending upon the de-

praved condition of the blood, in which I have

also used the Phytolacca with marked degree

of benefit.

Case 1. Mr. Jacob Wentz came to me Sep-

tember 16, 1858, with cancer on his lower lip,

which had been burnt out by means of caus-

tics nine months before, and had returned.

The cancer involved all of the lower lip, from
angle to angle. I removed at once the greater

portion with the knife, but had to leave a por-

tion of the hard substance, so that I could

draw the cut parts together. It healed kindly,

but after healing there still remained some
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hardness. It commenced growing again and

became very painful. I then gave him the

Pytholacca internally, in doses as above, for

five months, at the end of which time the hard-

ness had entirely disappeared. He is now
I well, and has been so for ten years, with no

sign of the disease returning.

Case 2. Mr. Thomas Brown came to me in

the Spring of 1859, with epithelial cancer on

I right cheek, situated just below the inner an-

gle of the eye. It had been of ten years stand-

ing, in which time he had tried different rem-

edies, as used by cancer doctors, and had it

burnt out by caustics several times, but it al-

ways returned to plague him again. I put him
upon the Tinct. Phytolaccse—tablespoonful

doses—three times a day, after meals, and

continued this treatment for two months, in

which time the cancer disappeared, the skin

healed up without any local treatment what-

ever, and he still continues well.

Case 3.—Mr. A. Pugsley came to me in

January, 1859, with eptihelial cancer on the

left cheek, about the size of a half dollar,

raised in the centre and growing very fast.

His general health was bad, skin sallow, the

appetite poor, and very much reduced in

strength. I gave him the tincture Phytolacca,

which he continued to take for nine months.

During this time his general health became
good, but there was not much change in the

size of the tumor. At times it would get

smaller, and again resume its original size.

In the fall of 1859 he was gathering apples,

when an apple fell from the tree and struck

the cancer, knocking off about one-half. It

had a spongy appearance, and showed symp-
toms of healing, when one came along pro-

fessing to cure cancer, and burned out with

caustic what was left of the tumor. Mr.

Pugsley had a brother who died with cancer

on the left cheek, at the same age that he then

was—55 years.

I did not use caustic upon the tumor from

the fact that I was satisfied from the symp-
toms that a persevering use of the poke root

would cure him, and he also objected at the

time to the use of caustics, as he said his

brother had had his burned, and died soon

afterward.

This I regarded as a satisfactory triumph of

medicine over a case which was unquestion-

ably hereditary. Mr. Pugsley still lives in the

vicinity of Dayton, and has no reappearance

of his cancer.

Case 4.—Mr. David Bowen came to me in

the winter of 1860 with epithelial cancer on
the left cheek, about the size of half dollar,

with small spots of cancerous nature upon his

right cheek, and upon his nose. The tumor
on the cheek had been burned out three times

with arsenical paste before I saw him, but had
returned each time in a few weeks, larger than

before. I gave him tincture Phytolacca for

four months, without much change in the size

of the tumor. He became discouraged, and
wished it burnt out again. I cut it out in

April, 1861, and found it spongy, with all of

the arteries leading to it very much enlarged.

I brought the parts together
;
they healed by

the first intention, since which time there has

been no reappearance of the cancer, and his

general health is good.

He continued to take the Phytolacca for

several months after the removal of the tumor,

and until I was satisfied that there was no
further danger of a return of the cancer.

This course I have adopted, and would recom-

mend in the treatment of all cancer patients.

Case 5.—Mrs. B., wife of a minister, was
afflicted with scirrhous cancer of the left breast

for eighteen months before I saw her. She

came to me in October, 1860. At that time

the tumor was the size of a hen's egg, situated

above the nipple—nipple drawn in, and
attended with sharp lancinating pains. Her
age was forty-five years, with menstruation reg-

ular, and she could assign no cause for the

cancer in any way. She has now a sister,

aged forty-three years, affected with scirrhus

of the liver, whose health was good at that

time. She commenced taking the tincture

Phytolacca, and in two weeks time the pains,

which were frequent and severe before, had

entirely left her, and she felt no particular

inconvenience from the cancer, and went about

her work as usual. She continued the use of

the medicine until about the middle of Decem-
ber, when she came to me complaining that

her breast was gathering, or inflaming. It pre-

sented the appearance as if it contained pus,

and on the fifth of January, 1861, 1 opened it

with the lance, and evacuated about four

ounces of an oily, yellow, flaky substance of

the consistence of the white of an egg. I

then ordered her to poultice with poke root

and emollient poultices, which she continued

to do for about three months, during which

time, with occasional intervals, it continued to

discharge a substance similar as at first, after

which time it gradually healed up. She has

now ceased menstruating, the breast is healed
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almost without a scar, and her health is good.

Case 6.—Mrs. C, aged forty-two, had

scirrhous cancer of the left breast above the

nipple, which had been growing for about

twelve months before her visit to me. The
tumor then was the size of a hen's egg, very

hard, and attended with sharp lancinating

pains. Mrs. C.'s mother had died at the age

of forty-two, of cancer of the uterus.

I gave to her the tincture Phytolacca, which

she continued to take for some time, with im-

provement of her general health, and without

suffering much inconvenience from the cancer.

She came to me on the 17th of September

and complained that the breast had gathered.

I opened it, when it discharged about two

ounces of the same oily, flaky substance as in

Mrs, B.'s case. It continued to discharge at

intervals for five months, during all of which

time she took the medicine. At her menstrual

periods the discharge would be very much
increased, and the interval would again nearly

cease. This continued for seven months,

when the wound entirely healed. She is now
well, with no sign of the disease returning.

Case 7.—Mrs. E. C, aet. 45, came to me in

May, 1865, with cancer in the left breast, above

the nipple. The nipple was contracted; tumor,

hard and irregular, and had been growing since

1863, and attended with the usual sharp and

lancinating pains. Her menstruation was
regular, and her general health tolerably

good. I gave her the tincture Phytolacca,

which she continued to use until June, 1866,

without much change in the. size of tumor,

although she was free from the pain, after

using the medicine two weeks. I also applied

to the tumor the poke root poultice, without

having much effect. I then determined to

attempt to bring about the same condition that

nature, with the use of the medicine, had

brought about in cases 5 and 6, and accord-

ingly on the third day of June, 1866, 1 injected

the tumor with tincture of Iodine, entering

the needle in two places, on each side of the

tumor, moving the needle about in the cancer,

and injecting as much of the fluid as possible.

When I inserted the needle it felt like enter-

ing an India-rubber ball, and I had to with-

draw the needle nearly to the surface, then

inject and change the direction, and inject

again, until the operation was completed.

June the fifth I repeated the operation. This

was followed by a high state of inflammation in

the tumor, without seeming to affect the skin.

I let it alone until the tenth day, when it

appeared soft, as though it contained pus.

I lanced it, when it discharged healthy pus
that had been secreted from the surrounding

tissues. The opening continued to grow larger,

and on the twentieth day I took a hook and
pulled the entire cancer out.

It presented a black and dead appearance

,

but still somewhat solid. I ordered carrot

and bread and milk poultice, which was con-

tinued for three months, the opening at this

time discharging a yellow greasy fluid. It

continued to discharge at intervals until Feb.

1867, when it ceased, and the wound healed.

The last time that I saw her, Nov. 4, her
health was good, and no sign of the cancer
returning.

Case 8. Mr. H. came to me in August,

1867, with cancer on his lower lip, which had
been cauterized five times before I saw him.

The tumor was discharging, and marked with

hardness three fourths of an inch around the

opening. I gave him the usual medicine, and
on the 2d day of September, I injected the

tumor with tinct. iodine, and again on the

sixth of October. This was followed with

emollient poultices, under the use of which
the wound healed without any scar. His

health is now good.

I have used the iodine injections in several

other cases not related here, and would con.

fidently recommend its use in all scirrhous

tumors of the breast or external parts, as I

have not found it attended with any unpleas-

ant effects. I have injected from five to ninety

drops, according to the size of the tumor, and
repeated the operation every other day, until

a high state of inflammation was obtained in

the tumor, which would soon after be followed

with suppuration, by the use of the poultice

above recommended. The results following

this treatment have been to me more satisfac-

tory since its adoption, than any previously

obtained by the use of the knife or escharotics.

If any further testimony were needed to in-

duce your readers to prove the effects of the

long neglected yet valuable Phytolacca, I

might refer them to many authorities, setting

forth its value as an alterative.

Dr. Coe, in his work entitled, " Concen-

trated Organic Medicines," says : "In Phyto-

lacca, we have one of the most decided and
efficient alteratives embraced in the range of

materia raedica. It is not a remedy of doubt-

ful powers, but uniform, certain and reliable in

its actions. In all conditions of chronic dis-

eases ,wherein there is tardiness ofaction on the



August 28, 1869.] Communications. 177

part of the exhaling, absorbing, secreting or

eliminating vessels, or a viscid and plastic con-

dition of the blood and fluids, the phytolacca

will be the most efficient, as well as the safest,

remedy that can be brought to bear. It will

prove a certain, safe and effectual resolvent

and alterative, manifesting the influence

throughout the entire glandular system." In

referring to its use in carcinomatous affec-

tions, he says :
" It is undoubtedly as efficient

an alterative as can be safely employed in

that disease."

The narcotic effects of the Phytolacca are

sometimes surprising in the relief afforded in

the severe nocturnal pain attending tertiary

syphilis, and in hip joint disease, morbus

coxarius. Its sedative effects in these cases, in

quieting the nervous excitement and produc-

ing sleep, being much more efficacious than

opium.

The Phytolacca may now be obtained, pre-

pared by our Pharmaceutists, in the form of

the "fluid extract," and also the solid ex-

tract known as " phytolacin." In either

form it may be found to be equally as effect-

ual as in the ormula recommended above

by me.

COMPOUND COMMINUTED FRACTURE
OF FEMUR.

By Dr. H. L. W. Burritt,

Of Bridgeport, Ct.

Mr. A. S., age 48, stout healthy German.
May, 1866, fell, from the roof of a house by the

slipping of a ladder, on to an adjoining roof-
about 12 feet. The right leg being caught in

the round of the ladder, the femur was frac-

tured longitudinally and transversely; lower

fracture two and a half inches above the outer

condyle of the femur; the upper two inches

higher. A fissure appeared to extend between
the two fractures, and a piece of bone, nearly

square at the point, was projected outside

(about an inch in length, and one-half inch in

width) external, opposite the lower outer

fracture.

I saw the man immediately after the acci-

dent, who was suffering great pain and shock

to the nervous system, and had taken stimu-

lants freely. Chloroform was given, and after

much effort and extension the bone was re-

turned as near as could be to its place—the

muscles drawn over it and held firm as possi-

ble by adhesive strips, and the whole sur-

rounding surface covered by an air-tight com-
position of paste of flour, whites of egg, and
sugar of lead. The limb was then placed in a

narrow fracture-box, extending to the trochan-

ter, and padded on the sides ; adhesive strips

carried insde and outside of the lower leg were
brought around a narrow strip of the paste-

board and on the bottom of the foot, forming

loops, and connecting with a pulley on an up-

right board fastened to the foot of the bed.

"Weight of two small bricks for extension.

Elevation of box 36 degrees. The only re-

straint was a broad strap padded over the

groin and the knee, fastening the leg loosely

in the box—muriate ammonise gj., diluted al-

cohol Oij. kept on the limb for a month ; some
dropsy of both limbs, and more or less con-

stitutional disturbance, but the flesh united by
first intention there was not a doubt of sup-

puration at the external wound, when within

a week the plasters were removed.
Treatment—more or less stimulants, keep-

ing up the man's usual habit—quinine grs. x,

Fowler's solution, gtts. xv; fluid ext. Buchu,

3;ij, in divided doses daily, for some two
months ; animal food as desired. Man able to

go on crutches in about three months
;
now,

at three years or more from the injury, he

walks freely, with a slight limp, by using cork

soles; shortening two inches; leg enlarged

(and a firm bone felt, rounded at the point of

protusion), but strong, giving a clumsy, but

useful limb. The peculiar features are that

owing to the injury to the soft parts, and great

comminution of bone (five pieces at least

being detected) it was a question to Dr. A. Ben-

net, who saw the case with me, whether to

amputate or not ; he favoring amputation, and
the readiness by which healing the external

wound, without suppuration, it was converted

from a compound to a simple fracture, and

treated on a plain rough box bedstead (made in

twenty minutes), and in a box splint without

the least bandage or restraint, a common bed

pan being used for all services.

Salt, taken in moderate quantities, has not only

been supposed a prophylactic against cholera, but it

has also been stated the disease seldom visits localities

where the earth and water are impregnated with this

substance. In the department of Meurthe, in France,

there are places (Chateau Salicis and Dienge) where

this condition prevails, and in which cholera has not

occurred, although present in neighboring districts.

But, unfortunately for this theory, the disease has

prevailed in the salt districts of Marwar to as great

an extent as in any other portion of the province.
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Periscope.

Cases of Skin Disease.

Dh. M'Call Andeksok sends the following

cases to the Glasgow Medical Journal :*

Case 1. Eczema of Hands treated by means of

India-Bubber Gloves.—Allan M'A., aged 40, hatter,

was admitted to the Glasgow Skin Dispensary,

December 23, 1868.

He says that the disease appeared for the first time

about three years ago, somewhat in the following

manner and order :—He first noticed a large number

of small " blisters" about the size of pin heads ;

these, after remaining a short time, burst, discharg-

ing their contents, and leaving a raw surface, which

was extremely itchy and " leeted " very much. It

appeared first on the dorsal surface of the right hand,

then on the sides of the fingers, and lastly on the

dorsal surfaces of the fingers. Shortly after this, the

eruption made its appearance on the left hand in

exactly the same order. After remaining a consid-

erable time, the eruption disappeared under medical

treatment.

The present attack commenced some six or eight

weeks ago, appearing in the same manner and order

as before ; in addition to its previous sites, it attacked

the palmer surfaces of the fingers.

Present appearances.—On the left hand the erup-

tion extends over the whole of the dorsal surfaces

and sides of the fingers, and the dorsal surface of the

hand ; the skin of these portions of the hand is con-

siderably infiltrated and covered with a serous exu-

dation, whilst scattered over the whole of the dis-

eased surfaces are numerous minute excorations.

The right hand presents similar appearances, with

this addition, that on the dorsal surface of this hand
there exist much greater infiltration of the skin.

The eruption is at present extending rapidly, and

is extremely itchy. Patient's general health is good.

* Dr. Anderson is at present engaged in the investiga-

tion of the virtues of certain new remedies in the treat-

ment of diseases of the skin, and amongst others, of car-

bolic acid administered internally, and of coverings of
vulcanized India-rubber, and India-rubber eloth. He bas

a very high opinion of the value of both in appropriate

cases, but he has not yet tested them sufficiently to enable

him to state with precision the exact limits of their useful-

ness. Meantime, he has published the following cases

out of many which have been treated with a similar re-

|
Ordered to procure a pair of India-rubber gloves,

! and to wear them constantly for fortnight.

6th January, 1869.—The eruption in most parts

has completely disappeared, with the exception of a

faint reddish tint of the skin. Continue use of

gloves for another fortnight.

The patient did not return to the Dispensary.

Case 2. Erythema Papulatiim (E. lividum of

Dr. Anderson) treated with India-Bubber Gloves.—
Catharine M'F., aged 40, domestic servant, w& ad-

mitted at the Glasgow Skin Dispensary, March 15,

1869. The patient states that the disease first made

its appearance in February, 1868, on the arms, face,

and hands. The appearance of the eruption was

always preceded by an almost unbearable burning

and somewhat itching sensation, shortly after which

the part assumed a red tint, which rapidly became

livid.

The present eruption made its appearance about

one month ago, and is, this time, wholly confined to

the hands.

Present appearances.—Right hand—On the dor-

sal surface of the thumb, two livid patches about the

size of fourpenny pieces are seen ; on the dorsal sur-

face of the forefinger, two spots also possessing a

livid hue, but not quite so large as those on the

thumb ; whilst scattered over the dorsal surface of

the remaining finger s are a few spots possessing the

same characters, but not larger than a pea. The

skin of these parts is, to a certain extent, infiltrated.

The livid colour disappears temporarily on pressure.

Left hand—The dorsal surfaces of the fingers of

this hand present much the same appearances as

those of the right hand, with these additions, that

here the disease is much more extensive, the skin

being very much infiltrated, and in many parts fis-

sured. Patient thinks at present the eruption is ex-

tending.

She was ordered to procure a pair of India-rubber

gloves, to wear them constantly for a fortnight.

29th March, 1869.—Almost cured. Continue.

This patient did not return.

Case 3. Psoriasis Palmaris treated with India*

Bubber Gloves.—-Mrs. M., aged 45, monthly nurse,

was admitted at the Glasgow Skin Dispensary,

August 12th, 1868.

She states that the disease appeared about nine

years ago, since which time she has hardly ever been

free from it. It commenced as a small crack in the
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centre of the palm of the right hand, and gradually

the whole of the palm became affected.

Present appearance.—The whole of the palmar

surface of the right hand is covered with minute sil-

very points, about the size of pin heads ; these pa-

1 tient states, are always dry, and not in the slightest

iflegree itchy. Traversing the whole of the palmar

surface of the hand are numerous lissures.

The eruption is at present increasing, according to

patient's statement.

R. Magnesia sulphatis, 5iij.

Acidi sulphurici dil., ±ij.

Syrnpi zingiberis, 1 iij

.

Infusi gentianse comp. ad, ^xxiv. M.
Signa.—" One tablespoonful in a wine-glassful of

water, three times a day, after meals."

ft. Tincturse saponis viridis cum pice, 3 iij.

Signa.—"Rub very firmly into the eruption at

night, and wash off in the morning."

7th December, 1868.—Eruption improved, but

unable to take medicine regularly, on account of

her occupation ;
therefore, ordered to discontinue pre-

vious treatment, and procure an India-rubber glove,

to wTear it constantly for a fortnight.

23(2.—Eruption now almost entirely away,

6£/i January, 1869.—Tendency to a little irrita-

tion on the sides of the fingers, owing to the macer-

ation of the epidermis, as the result of the continued

use of the glove.

ll£/j.—Irritation continues, therefore discontinue

use of glove, and apply to the irritated parts a little

benzoated zinc ointment.

Sth February.—Artificial irritation has subsided,

and primary eruption remains in abeyance, not-

withstanding the cessation of the use of the glove.

Dismissed cured.

1 Case 4. Psoriasis Treatment by Carbolic Acid.

—Lillias C, aged 13, school girl, was admitted at

the Glasgow Skin Dispensary, Feb. 15th, 1869, com-

plaining of an eruption on elbows and knees.

Patient states that the disease appeared about four

months ago on her elbows, and had lately attacked

her knees.

Extent and appearance of Eruption.—On the

left elbow and extensor surfaces of the arm and fore-

arm are situated a great number of scaly spots, pos-

sessing somewhat of a reddish tint, whilst thickly

interspersed amongst them are a great number of

minute white points. The right arm and forearm

present exactly the same appearances. On the right

thigh and leg, principally on its outer and anterior

surfaces, and also on the knees are numerous thickly

set spots, varying in size, but for the most part as

large as threepenny pieces, which are composed of

patches of a reddish tint, covered with silvery scales.

The left thigh and leg presents the same appearances

;

but, in addition, the buttock of this side is covered

with reddish spots. Patient states that the eruption

is increasing rapidily at present, and also that at

times, it is very itchy. Her general health is good.

R. Acidi carbolic! cryst. giss.

Glycerini, q. s.

Aquse destillatse, 5 VJ- M.
Signa.—" A teaspoonful in a wine-glass of water,

three times a day, on an empty stomach."

1st March, 1869.—Has had no medicine for the

last five days. A few new spots made their appear-

ance after the medicine commenced
;
but, eruption,

on the whole, decidedly improved, although there has

been a falling off since medicine stopped.

lUh March, 1869.—No improvement; gradually

double the dose.

29th March, 1869.—Very great improvement since

the dose doubled, scales falling off, and redness

rapidly diminishing.

This patient has not returned.

Case 5. Psoriasis treated ivith Carbolic Acid.—
Agnes L., aged 15, factory girl, was admitted at the

Glasgow Skin Dispensary on December 14, 1868.

Patient's mother states that the disease first made

its appearance about 6 years ago, immediately after

the cessation of an attack of S2arlet fever ; she for-

gets in what order it appeared, but it gradually in-

creased, until the whole body had become affected,

when she sought for medical advice and got her

cured. The present attack commenced about one

month ago, appearing first on the elbows and lastly

on the knees.

Present appearances.—On the right elbow a round

patch, covered with silvery scales, of about the size

of a florin piece, is seen ; whilst scattered over the

forearm are small spots possessing the same charac-

ters, and which vary in size from a pin's head to that

of a pea. On the left elbow a patch about three

inches long and half-an-inch broad, also composed of

typical silvery scales, is seen, whilst scattered over

the whole of this forearm are numerous small spots

exactly similar to those found on the right forearm.

On the right knee there is found a patch covered

with white scales, of about the size of a half-crown,

whilst scattered over the whole of the leg are number-

less spots, also composed of white scales ; but here

the spots are, on an average, the size of a pea.

On the left knee and leg are found exactly the

same appearance.

The eruption is at present increasing rapidly, and

is very itchy.

Her general health is gcod.

ft. Acidi carbolici cryst., . . gr. lxxij.

Aquae destillatse, . . . ^xxiv. Solve.

Signa.—"A tablespoonful in a wine-glassful of

water three times a day, on an empty stomach."

As her sister, Ann, aged 17, was reported to have

the same disease, and her general health to be good,

she was ordered to take the same medicine, and to

appear at the Dispensary the following week.

28th December, 1868.—In both the above cases

the spots came out more rapidly for the first week,

but none since, and the old spots and patches are

beginning to disappear.
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11th January, 1869.—Improvement very marked,

especially in Agnes.

8th February.—Very great improvement in the

case of Agnes since her last visit
;
improvement de-

cided in the case of Ann, although not so marked,

therefore, let Ann increase the dose to a tablespoon-

ful and a half.

17th March.—Agnes all but cured. Ann very

greatly better, and disease progressing rapidly to-

wards a cure under the increased dose.

These patients have not returned.

Parasiticides.

Dr. H. S. Purdon has these remarks in the Press

and Circular, in reference to parasiticides :

By way of preface, the following observation of

Kuchenmeister is here reported, viz : " Acetate of

copper and other strong local remedies irritate the

skin too much and accelerate the growth of the

fungus enormously." The only exception to which

the above rule does not apply is in the case of blis-

ters. Parasiticides may be divided into those derived

from the vegetable, animal, and mineral kingdoms
;

but, without going deeply into the subject, it may be

briefly stated that the most valuable obtained from

the first are iodine, creosote, carbolic acid, and

acetic acid. The last three check the development

of spores
;

creosote, according to M. Bechamp,
although it allows the mycelium to form, prevents

the spores from germinating. I have recently tried

a colourless tincture of iodine containing carbolic

acid, made by Mr. Evans, State Apothecary, Dublin,

and think that if made stronger it will prove a valu-

able application in time. Paraffine, turpentine, oil

of cade, &c, are of inferior value to the above. From

.

the second the only remedy of use is cantharides,

which, when used in the form of the linimint of the

British Pharmacopoeia, quickly cuts short the dis-

ease, especially tinea tonsurans, circinata, and alo-

pecia acuta ; it likewise stimulates the affected skin

to take on a more healthy action. From the min-

eral kingdom we have mercury, especially the bi-

chloride, chromate, nitrate, and white precipitate, sul-

phur, borax, etc. The first has a well-earned repu-

tation, and the chromate of murcury I am at pres-

ent trying in tinea vesicolor, and some other forms

of vegetable parasitic diseases ; an objection to its

use is that it does not mix with water,—indeed, it is

insoluble in any fluid, but may be used as an oint-

ment. I have added glycerine and rectified spirit,

so as to er.deavor to suspend it in solution, but with-

out success. The only way to manage is to shake

the bottle before applying it. A useful auxiliary to

the above remedies is in epilation, which should be

performed in inveterate cases. Of course, constitu-

tional treatment is of the utmost importance, qui-

nine being our chief remedy ; which substance, it is

asserted, has the property of destroying vegetable

growths. Dr. Binz* has found that a neutral solu-

tion of chlorohydrate of quinine, soluble in sixty

times its volume of water, has the power of destroy-

ing infusoria and fungi developed in vegetable infu-

sions, and believes it has a peculiar antiseptic action

different from other vegetable alkaloids. The tinc-

ture is the best preparation for children.

No doubt, the growth and development of a fun-

gus is favoured by some peculiar condition of the

system ; for example, tinea vesicolor flourishes and

is common on the bodies of consumptive patients.

In two cases (with the assistance of Mr. Law, now
Professor of Veterinary Anatomy, Cornell Univer-

sity, CJ. S.), I succeeded, after several failures, in

causing the fungus taken from an apple, on which

the echorion had been transplanted, to grow on the

inside of a rabit's ear, which we had previously in-

oculated with tubercle. And in all cases of vege-

table parasitic diseases coming under my care, I pre-

scribe constitutional, as well as local treatment.

Cod-fiver oil, pancreatime, the syrup of iodide of

iron, quinine, and in hospital practice salicine, being

the remedies relied on. Mr. Jabez Hogg'sf views

confirm the therapeutical fact that parasitical affec-

tions are rarely if ever, " cured " by destroying the

parasite, but they can be eradicated by administer-

ing appropriate tonics and alteratives which are ca-

pable of correcting the blood dyscrasia, which tends

to keep up the disease.

* Medical Press and Circular, April, 1809.

Transmission of Non-Primary Syphilis.

Mr. Morgan gives the following cases in a report

from the Lock Hospital, in the Medical Press and

Circular :

No. 1.—The Grandmother.

E. B. (Ward 5), a respectable married woman,

was admitted June 24, 1S69, suffering from well-

marked and severe iritis of the right, and slightly of

the left eye, a mucous patch at the angle of the

mouth, and extensive mucous patches over the pal-

ate and fauces, pains in the bones, and a papular

syphilide. Her age being sixty-eight, placed her

beyond suspicion, and she had always been strong

and healthy. About six months since she got a sore

at the angle of her mouth, from her grandchild, who

had sores at each angle, which were healing when

the grandmother became affected ; the child at this

time had also some eruption of papules on the skin.

The grandmother took care of the child, washed and

fondled it, and dates the formation of the sore mouth

as the starting point of her affection.

No. 2.

—

The Grandchild.

The grandchild, a girl, aged nearly two years, was

admitted the same day, suffering from a well-marked

ulcerated patch at the anus, clusters of fine papules

on the body, the mark of a recently healed gumma
on the side, but the mouth perfectly healed, the

child being otherwise the picture of health. She

^British Medical Journal.
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; had been in last November under my care for mu-
• cous patches at the vulva, some isolated papules

,
over the body, and a mucous patch at the angle of

,

the mouth, which had existed some months, and had

(
caused the formation of a sore on the right breast of

the mother, near the nipple, the cicatrix of which is

1

|till apparent, although she herself was suffering from

constitutional manifestations, and had nursed no

l

child but her own.

The child was then treated non-niercurially, and

\
discharged apparently cured, but shortly afterwards

the latent taint developed itself in such a form as to

be capable of contagion.

No. 3.

—

The Mother.

The mother, a robust young woman, married

three and-a-half years, was admitted November 2,

1868, with her child, above referred to. She was
pregnant, and suffering from severe mucous patches

of the vulva, and a papular eruption, alopecia, and

pains. During the first year of her marriage she be-

came pregnant, and the child was craniotomized.

She was free from any signs of taint, and remained

so while pregnant of this child, and it was not till it

was about nine months old that she observed its

having any signs, or the sore mouth, but previous to

the sore on the breast, she says she got the genital

patches for which she is now admitted. She returned

home, though not cured, much improved, and has

since been delivered of a premature dead-born child.

She is now (July, 1869) suffering from mucous
patches at the genitals, and pains.

No. 4.

—

The Father.

The father, a hard-working mechanic, admits that

about two years before his marriage he had a prima-

ry sore, but never since, and he is suffering at pres-

ent from marked papular eruption and pains.

This family history demonstrates some interesting

points in the course of the disease. Thus, after four

years, the father produces a syphilitic child, which is

an actice source of cdntagion. The mother shows
I the intensifying nature of the poison by her carrying

a first child to its full time, and remaining herself

healthy. Her then producing a child which, after

some months, shows unmistakable evidences of in-

herited poison, and is capable of transmitting con-

stitutional syphilis to the grand-mother. Her pro-

ducing a third child, but premature, and dead-born.

The child proves the compatibility of constitutional

inherited syphilis with the most robust, healthy, and
well-nourished condition of body ; the comparatively

late development of the signs ; the co-existence of

contagious early constitutional signs with gummata
as late developments ; the possibility (according to

the mother's account, and warranted by the cicatrix

of the sore, still apparent on the breast) of the child

recornmunicating a sore to its own mother.

The grand-mother proves the capability of the

special form of mucous buccal patch transmitting

the full influence of the poison.

In order to test if a primary sore could be pro-

duced by the inoculation of this secondary discharge,

on the 16th of July I performed auto-inoculationon
the person of the child. The discharge from the

patch at the anus was inoculated in the side, and
produced a pustule, followed by a sore. The matter

from this pustule was inoculated in the other side

on the 20th of July, and in like manner produced a

pustule which is evidently specific.

A Visit to M. Nelaton.

Some recent numbers of the Journal de Medecine

de Bruxelles contain a communication from M.
Delstanche, of that city, on a visit which he paid to

M. Nelaton last autumn. The writer commenced
his exploration speedily enough, for while waiting

his turn in the great Surgeon's salon he so ingratia-

ted himself with a lady he found there, the subject

of ovarian disease, that he obtained her permission

to be present at the consultation. I was much sur-

prised, he says, to hear M. Nelaton say that had this

been a unilocular cyst he would have first tried

iodine injection, seeing how little success has attend-

ed this treatment in the hands of others, including

Krassowsky, the most recent writer on the subject.

He replied that he had perused Krassowsky's work,

but that Surgeon, in fact, had operated in a chance

manner, without observing any rule, while he him-

self followed an indication which was well-nigh cer-

tain. After having injected a large number of these

cysts with very various results, he came to the con-

clusion that when the fluid is sticky and thready be-

tween the fingers, like mucus or pus, the iodine in-

jection has no chance of success, while when it does

not give rise to filaments, but resembles serum or

urine, and whatever its colour may be—pale, deep,

or sangumolent—there is the same chance of cure as

in hydrocele. " I agree," he added, " that this is a

somewhat empirical conclusion, but empirical means

are not always to be disdained
;
and, moreover, the

rule does not apply only to small and recent cysts,

but has been found to hold good in those which date

back several years, and have attained an enormous

size. For the success of the procedure a trocar of

not less than three millimetres in volume, and from

twenty to twenty-five centimetres in length, is es-

sential." In multilocular cysts, whatever may be

their contents, M. Nelaton rejects injection.

As to ovariotomy, he observed that the fact of his

having imported it into France had been contested,

but he had ample proof of that. How far we may
trust academies was seen by the general cry of rep-

robation which was raised when the operation was

first mentioned at the Academy of Medicine, and

when they could not find terms harsh enough to

stigmatise this savagerie. Soon afterwards he saw

it practised in Paris itself, and now it becomes a

question of who has had the honour of naturalizing

it. M. Nelaton has himself performed it sixteen
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times, and nine times with success ; and if his suc-

cess has not been greater it must be recollected, he

observed, that he commenced amidst the most vehe-

ment opposition, and could only then venture upon

cases reduced to the last extremity. Even in these

desperate circumstances he succeeded in more than

one half of his cases. Although one of the foremost

to testify to the ability of the English Surgeons, he

maintains that much of their great success depends

upon the fact that they operate in good time before

the development of the cyst and repeated punctures

have produced adhesions and damaged the constitu-

tion of the patients. Such is pre-eminently the

practice of Spencer Wells; and now that French

Surgeons, like M. Nelaton's pupils, MM. Pean and

Labbe, are beginning to follow in the same line,

their success is not less striking. In explaining the

poor results that had hitherto followed the perform-

ance of the operation in Belgium, M. Nelaton ob-

served that this might depend on various causes,

such as the condition of the patient or that of the

locality, as well as the mode of procedure. Of all

operations, ovariotomy is the one in which we meet

with the most unexpected occurrences ; and to exe-

cute it well it is necessaiy to have often seen it done

and to have practised it oneself. It is by practice

that simplification of its procedure has been attained,

and that we have come to recognise the importance

of things once deemed only secondary. But failure

does not take place so much from the want of skill

in the operator as from the constitution of the sub-

jects and the vitiated atmosphere of Hospitals, death

almost always taking place when the operation is

performed within their walls.

M. Delstanche had the oportunity of witnessing an

ovariotomy and of examining four patients on whom
it had been performed, but we have not space tor

various other of M. Nelaton's observations on this

subject. Numerous other topics were discussed,

and, among these, the circumstances upon which the

efficacy of mineral water depends. After alluding to

the influence exercised by change of air, regimen,

diversion of thought, etc., M. Nelaton observed

:

" I think that generally, and whatever the place

resorted to may be, these pretended auxiliaries act

more efficaciously than do the waters themselves.

Not unfrequently, and that hi cases in which they

seem best indicated, I have seen patients return at

the end of the course of waters which they have fol-

lowed suffering more than when they went to them.

But the Doctors arrange all this in a very agreeable

manner. This reminds me of what the Emperor
said to me lately. We had advised the Plombieres

waters ; he thought little of them, and it was only

with great trouble we got him to decide. Our only

object was to get him away from the Tuileries, where

there is for him neither truce nor peace. His health

was suffering from this, and at last he left. On his

return I hastened to inquire as to his state of health

and the effects of the villegiature. ' Oh !' he replied, 1

smiling, 'these Doctors are charming fellows. Aftei; t

some days I found myself worse, suffering in the
j

loins and limbs ; and when I sent for them and in- <

formed them of what I felt they at once began con- •

gratulating me, declaring that what I experienced 1

was the effect of the waters, and was of good augury, 1

I therefore resigned myself to persevere in the treat-

ment, but the pains, in place of diminishing, in-;

creased, and I again sent for them, detailing all that

I suffered, only again to receive their congratulations

and the assurance that this was an effect of the waters

which I should hereafter recognise. Whenever I

ventured an observation, my mouth was always

stopped by this unanswerable argument. Really

these Doctors are nice fellows.' In relating the cir

cumstance M. Nelaton laughed heartily. < He does

not seem to believe much more in medicine than his

uncle did,' I observed. ' Indeed, he is not mucb
more its partisan,' he replied."

Speaking of the Prince Imperial's illness, M. Nel-

aton observed that there had been a deep-seated ab-

scess under the gluteus minimus, which was entirely

raised up by it. " The hip-joint was not compro-

mised, but the case was none the less dangerous, and

I trembled for the life of that child. It was bruited

about that there was caries, but this happily was not

the case ; and now the cure is quite complete, the

movements of the limb being in no wise less assured

or less free than that of the opposite side." M. Nel-

aton gave his visitor a particular account of his suc-

cessful mode of treating coxalgia before the head of

the bone has left the cavity. It consists simply in

the effectual and careful employment of compression

by means of a bandage and a large quantity of wad-

ding, so that effectual and elastic compression is ex-

erted on the joint in every direction without the

movements of the child being impeded. „ , !

Alluding to his successful career, M. Nelaton re-

marked :

" The position of a Pbysician who is in the posses-

sion of a certain repute in a large town, and especi-

ally in Paris, rapidly leads to a fortune, for he is

sought for not only in Paris, but by all France, and

indeed by entire Europe. As regards myself (he

added, with modesty) I have been very lucky ; for

most of the Surgeons with whom I should have had

to divide my gains died young, as Sanson, Berard,

Blandin, and others, so that I was left almost with-

out any rivals."

In answer to the observation of his friend that

homoeopathy and the other variable doctrines of the

day do not interfere with the Surgeon's practice as

!

they do with that of the Physician, he observed

:

"It is true that homoeopathy does not reduce

fractures or operate for cataract, but nevertheless it

yet finds means of getting at us. Take cataract for

example. The Surgeon operates, but sight is not at

once restored, remaining feeble and uncertain, es->



August 28, 1 869.

J

Periscope.

1

pecially during the first fortnight. Well, that is just

9 the moment spied out by the homoeopathist, who,

( getting hold of the patient, promises to complete the

1 cure commenced by the Surgeon ; and as at last the

fl vision, with time, is always more or less improved,

»s he attributes, and has attributed to him, his share

i of success."

Venesection.

The Edinburg Medical Journal reviews a late

work by Dr. Bjbichetau on this interesting topic,

and concludes thus

:

Brichetau next passes in review the various phys-

iological effects produced by bloodletting,in virtue first,

of its mechanical action of depletion, by which it di-

minishes the vital fluid, and thus weakens and en-

feebles every manifestation of life ; and, second, of

its somewhat more complicated but still primary

mechanical action of denutrition, the result of the

diminution of certain ingredients of the blood,

mainly the globules, and the consequent interference

with the vital chemistry of the organism—effects

which it is impossible to separate practically the one

from the other. He points out what was long ago

shown to be the case by Haller, that the acceleration

of the capillary circulation, the constant result of

bleeding, restores a free circulation to capillaries in

the early stage of inflammation termed stasis, but that

this effect can only rarely be employed with benefit,

oven when directly brought to bear in local and super-

ficial congestions
;
while, in the congestions of inter-

nal organs, the only real effect produced is one of

great depletion ; an effect which may relieve certain

symptoms, as dyspnoea, but which does so at a cer-

tain risk to the patient, who has always to pay—and

often dearly—for the relief obtained
;
which, after

all, is only temporary. In this review, Brichetau

states concisely, but succinctly, the various physio-

logical effects produced by bloodletting upon the dif-

ferent organs and functions of the body, and follows

this up by an equally concise and succinct detail of

the results which are thus capable of being produced

upon diseases of different types. It is impossi-

ble to speak too highly of the careful and unpreju-

diced manner in which this is done
;
perhaps we

might wish to modify some of the opinions expressed,

but the points in regard to which we might desire to

do so are comparatively few and unimportant ; and
we feel that even our own views are more likely to

be advanced by thoroughly impregnating the profes-

sion with those contained in Brichetau's well-rea-

soned pamphlet, than by cavilling upon some of the

minor points contained in it. A little too much im-

portance may be assigned to merely mechanical

causes, but this is counterbalanced by the skilful

manner in which he demolishes various fallacies which

have too long prevailed in relation to phlebotomy

,

and we therefore cordially recommend our readers

to make themselves masters of the facts and reason-

ings contained in this pamphlet ; and we feel that we
cannot better sum up the conclusions arrived at by
Brichetau than by quoting the words with which he

himselftakes leave of his reader :—" If we consider,"

he says, " the ideas which have been put forth at dif-

ferent periods in regard to the mechanism and the

means by which bloodletting was supposed to cure

diseases, ' our review is sufficiently discouraging.

Hippocrates sought to evacuate the morbific matters,

to diminish congestions, to recall or turn aside the

blood from parts into which it ought not to intrude.

The Methodics employed bleeding as the best relax-

ant wherever constriction was held to predominate.

Aratasus bled boldly to facilitate the expulsion of cal-

culi in nephritis. Galen, at one time sought by it to

diminish plethora, at another to divert the blood or

bring about a revulsion, or even to evacuate a por-

tion of the morbid humor. The Mechanical phy-

sicians employed bloodletting to disembarrass the

bloodvessels gorged with thick and viscious blood.

The Humoralists employed it to relieve the patient

from his morbid humors. The school of Broussais

hoped by it to relieve the irritated organs of the

phlegmastic (inflammatory) element. All these di-

verse theories have each had their day, and we are

nowadays astonished to find that they could ever gain

even one moment's credence.

" But it may be objected, that* the theory upon

which we have based the indications for bloodletting

is likely to be just as transitory as its predecessors.

To this we have our answer ready. All those ancient

theories were only based upon hypotheses resting on.

more or less erroneous ideas, but modern science

rests upon two bases which can defy criticism : anal-

ysis and experiment. There is certainly still much
to be done. The composition of the blood is not

fully known ; the mechanism of the circulation is

not yet clearly made out
;
nevertheless, we have cer-

tain positive facts to go upon. Clinical medicine,

which at various times has anticipated the results of

experiment, finds in modern researches a confirma-

tion of that prudent treatment it has adopted, and

we believe that bleeding, not systematically excluded

from practice, but reserved for certain exceptional

cases, will never again recover that omnipotent posi-

tion which it formerly enjoyed.

" This is how we think the question of bleeding

ought to be regarded. The blood, whose composi-

tion has only been studied during recent years and

since the labors of French hrematologists, and which,

we repeat, is even yet but very imperfectly known, is

the chief element of our organism. The blood is

liquid flesh, said Bordeu. The blood lives, says Vir-

chow. We cannot, therefore, abstract with impunity

a certain quantity of blood from a healthy man, and

still less from a sick one. Formerly, disease was

looked upon as a new entity added to the organism,

and upsetting all its laws. Nowadays we know it to

be a mere disturbance, and that the organism is sub-
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ject to the saine laws whether it be well or ill. If

bleeding be capable of producing certain effects—and

we think we have sufficiently proved this—it will

produce these effects in disease as well as in health.

The physician ought to know that, in certain condi-

tions, the smallest abstraction of blood may produce

destructive results, and he ought not to .waste the

vital fluid as a matter of pure precaution, or as a

primary and merely routine step in the treatment of

every disease, as was formerly the case. This ope-

ration ought to be deliberately weighed, because the

indications for it must always comprise two thiugs

—

the local and the general condition—and the former

must be always subordinated to the latter. If bleed-

ing be, as we love to term it, a heroic remedy, we
must remember that it may be also a dangerous one

;

because it may debilitate the patient and disturb the

free and natural evolution of the malady. In certain

cases, a bleeding made a propos acts marvellously

;

but its influence is transitory—is not lasting—and we
must not have recourse to it too often. Bloodletting,

far from being banished from medicine, ought to be

regarded as one of its most efficacious resources;

but one which, surrounded by dangers, must be em-

ployed with precaution. As a rule of practice, it

must never be practiced lightly, nor without the

most serious consideration."

Reviews and Book Notices.

The Jurisprudence of Medicine in its Relation
to the Law of Contracts, Toils, and Evidence,
with a Supplement on the Liabilities of Vendors
of Drugs. By John Ordronaux, L. L. D., M.
D., Professor of Medical Jurisprudence in Co-
lumbia College, New York, etc., (T. & J. W.
Johnson & Co.) 1 vol. 8 vo. cloth, pp. 310.

Price, $3.50. For sale by George Maclean,
No. 719 Sansom Street, Philadelphia.

We welcome this book as one most opportune and
useful. Hardly a month passes in a physician's life

that he is not at a loss to know something concern-

ing his legal relations to his patients, to liis profes-

sional associates, or to his apothecary. Hitherto

there has been no work whatever which would give

him such information; but now, this excellent

volume of Dr. Ordronaux will rarely leave him
uncertain.

It is divided into four parts. The first is on the

rights, remedies, and liabilities of physicians. It

treats of the status of physicians in the eye of the

law, the nature and obligations of the tacit contract

they make w ith a patient when tey undertake his

case, how and when they can and cannot collect

their fees by action, what liabilities they incur by

malpractice, and by introducing contagious diseases

into families, what responsibilitias they assume in

law in insanity cases, and the legal powers of medi-

cal societies.

The second part treats of Medical Evidence, what

constitutes an " expert," and what claim an expert

has to compensation beyond ordinary skilled testi-

mony. A chapter is devoted to evidence in cases of

alleged insanity, and another presents all the statutes

of the different States regulating the status of phy-

sicians.

The thud part on " The Ethics of Medicine "

contains the Hippocratic oath and the Code ofEthics

of the American Medical Association.

The fourth part on the Jurisprudence of Pharmacy

contains a discussion of the liabilities of vendors of

drugs and manufacturing chemists, their responsi-

bility for adulterations and mistakes, the subject of

the renewal of prescriptions without authority, and

the publication of prescriptions.

We think that this exhibit of the contents of the

book will show its great value to almost every phy-

sician, and when we add that the author avoids legal

technical terms, and writes in a clear business style,

probably most of our readers will make a note of

the book as worth their money.

One point, we observe, Dr. Ordronaux entirely

omits, and that an important one. It is the legal

questions arising in the sale or transfer of physicians'

practices from one to another. This has been the

subject of several suits in our courts recently, and
we hope in his next edition he will give a chapter to

its consideration.

Natural Steam, Hot And Cold Baths.
—The natural bathing facilities at the California

Geysers make the locality one of the most popular

resorts on the Pacific coast. The ordinary bathing

establishment is a feature in its way. It is primitive

in its construction, being built of rough boards, and
portions of it covered with gunny sacks, yet contains

natural steam, hot water and cold water baths. One
room is directly over a volume of steam, which rises

from the earth and fills the room, so that upon first

entering it the heat and steam are almost unbear-

able ; but in a few seconds become quite comfortable,

and in a short time are luxurious. The bather,

having steamed himself sufficently, two steps brings

him beneath a stream of hot water, which pours

through the roof in a continual volume, and is of

just bearable heat. Having steamed and boiled, the

bather steps a few feet and plunges into the running

brook, which is waist deep, with pure water, cool

and fresh from the mountains above. The effect of

this course of bathing is to leave the bather refreshed

and invigorated in a wonderful degree. Separate

establishments are erected for ladies, and with the

same facilities.

In Madison, N. J., recently, while Dr. Van
Wagoner was attending two ladies, one of whom
had an arm broken by a runaway accident, he came

near loting his own life by a similar cause.
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BS£- Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and
ObserYations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,

News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

To insure publication, articles must be practical,

Iriefas possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

We particularly value the practical experience of coun-

try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belougsto the profession.

TO SUBSCRIBERS.

The 21st volume of the Medical and Sur-

gical Reporter began on July 3rd. A
large number of subscriptions are due from

that date, and we look to a prompt response

to the bills already sent out and being sent.

—

Our bills always call for PAYMENT IN AD-

VANCE.

We can still supply a few complete sets or

volumes from the commencement, bound or un-

bound. They should be applied for soon, as

they will soon be exhausted.

A POPULAR ERROR.

The hygienic advice given gratuitously by
editors of country newspapers, and of city

ones, too, for that matter, is usually of about

the same value that advice is on any other

topic of which their ideas are equally vague.

Our friend, Dr. Snow, of Providence, R. I.,

upon whom wre have often drawn in our edi-

torial remarks, supplies us with a text here

also.

In the last monthly registration report of

Providence, R. I., he calls attention to the in-

creased number of deaths during the hot month,

and mentions how often at this season we are

treated to cautions in the newspapers against

the use of fruits and vegetables, and are called

upon to believe that the increase of mortality

which always occurs, during hot weather, is

almost wholly caused by eating them. It is

quite likely that eating unripe and wilted fruit

and vegetables causes disturbance in the stom-

ach and sickness; but it is of a temporary

character, and would generally cure itself if

no other cause was present. It is well to use
caution in the selection of fruit and vegetables,

avoiding those that are wilted and decayed;

but it is not well to be unnecessarily troubled

and frightened about them, and it is still

worse to avoid them altogether.

The slightest examination of the causes of

death shows that fruit and vegetables have
almost no influence whatever in the mortality

! reported from summer complaints. Nearly all

I

the decedents from these causes are very young

I

children who do not eat fruit and vegetables

I

at all. All but five of the decedents from sum-

j

mer complaints, in Providence, in July, were
! under two years of age, and only two of the

I

whole number were over four years of age.

In certain seasons, when epidemic cholera
' may be present, and when the systems of the
1 people may be prepared for disease, by the

!
poisoned air they breathe, it is possible that

I
wilted fruit and vegetables may be the exciting

j

causes of fatal sickness ; but even then the air

j

that is breathed is more truly the cause of

j

death than the food that is eaten. In ordinary

i
seasons, when no epidemic is present, im-

|

pure air causes a thousand fold more mortality

I

than fruit and vegetables. In fact, it is proba-

ble that total abstinence from fruit and vege-

tables by the whole community would produce

more fatal sickness than the most unlimited

indulgence in them. The safest rule is, how-
ever, temperance in all things.

This rule, with a care not to allow any such

complaint to run on without attention, will

usually preserve the health even better at this

season of the year than at any other.

It is well known to those who treat the com-

plaints of elderly people, that they are less

j

severe during the hot months than at any

j

other time. In fact, an observation of over

50,000 cases of persons, over sixty, proves that

j

during the months of July and August the

I mortality is only one-half of that during Jan-

I uary and February.

Hence, the advantage of a warm climate

for aged persons. We think, that as a rule, if

they pass a winter or two in a warm climate,

it will lengthen their davs a decade.

THE MEXICAN" SNAKE PLAFT.
We clip the following extract from one of

the daily papers of this city, as it is worthy of

a brief commentary

:

By telegraphic despatches it appears that General
Lesca has been poisoned. The probability is that

he v? ill live but become insane. The decoction by
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which he has been thrown in this sad plight, it is

certain was the same by which the interesting widow
of the unfortunate Emperor Maximilian was thrown

from the domain of reason into the depths of lunacy.

To us this unfortunate widow has always appeared

like Shakespeare's Ophelia, who, with darkened

mind, strewed flowers on the stream. This poison

which maddens without bringing death to its victim,

is derived from an herb which grows in Cuba, South
America and a few places in Mexico. The plant is

one of the most wonderful of nature's productions.

It resembles the century plant in many of its fea-

tures. Like the century plant it is a member of the

cactus family; still further it blooms once in many
years and at regular intervals. The sorcerers, or

medicine men, take the buds of this singular plant,

and, first roasting, place them in a pot with sweet

oil over a fire, and dance around with strange cere-

monies till the oil and juice of the herb mingle, when
they cease their strange incantations, and pour the

decoction, then resembling honey, into shallow plates,

from which, after the lapse of a few days, it is again

taken and kept m miniature jars.

The poison, when taken in sufficient quantity,

first places the brain in a delightful delirium, re-

sembling that produced by fusil oil; this is suc-

ceeded in a few days, by an uncontrolable apathy

which at last culminates in insanity, in which the

patient is at times strangely rational, then wildly in-

sane, and again rational, but greatly exhilarated.

This poison is not destroyed by being mingled in

victuals before being subjected to heat, but its imme-
diate effects are slightly deadened. They are sure

to appear, however, in the lapse of time ; this is the

manner in which the poison is generally adminis-

tered.

When the victim is of no great influence, and it is

improbable that he can turn upon his poisoner, the

decoction is administered in a glass of wine or a cup
of cocoa. The poison manifests itself shortly, and
in the course of a week all the various phases of

the delirium appear. The sad fate of the Empress
Carlotta is known to all, but this description of the

poison, from what it is derived, and how it acts, may
aid in forming a more correct appreciation of the

horrible troubles to which she is subject. General

Lesca has been poisoned by the same herb, and is

now subject to the same freaks of insanity as the

Empress Carlotta.

There is enough of the canard and the sen-

sational in this paragraph to condemn it at

once in the minds of most scientific men, but

it is founded on a truth. Se non e vero, e ben

trovato. The plant referred to is called in the

Aztec tongue olinhiqui or coaxihuitl, which

means " the snake plant,"
1

' and was freely

used by the medicine men, or priests, to induce

a species of temporary insanity, or divine

frenzy, in which they saw visions and pre-

dicted the future. The practice is referred to

by Dr. D. G. BuiNTONin his Myths of the New
World, p. 273, and a number of other plants

having similar properties and used for similar

purposes, are mentioned.

Whether the administration of the active

principle of the plant, for some length of

time,wouldnot produce permanent impairment

of the faculties, is unknown, but it is prob-

able. But General Lesca and the unfortu-

nate Empress Carlotta had cause enough

in the troubles, losses, and excitements they

experienced to drive them mad without the

aid of the coaxihuitl.

Notes and Comments.

THERAPEUTICAL BULLETIN.*
Compiled by Geo. H. Napheys, M. D.

No. 23.

This column will contain each week a collection of the
Recipes, remarkable for their novelty and elegance, now
in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by
them in recent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics,
and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly published
monographs and systematic treatises, and in the current
medical periodicals of this country and Europe. It will
include formulae for hypodermic injections, for inhala-
tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments,
lotions, collyria, etc,, etc.

This selection will be such that each prescription will
commend itself, both by its intrinsic merits, and by the
authority of the name of the physician by whom origi-

nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest
and best approved therapeutical expressions of the pro-
fession—to afford a periscope of the remedial measures re-
sorted to by eminent living physicians.

It is proposed, hereafter, to classify these formulae, and
issue them in book form

Formulas, Employed in the Diseases of Children.

It is proposed to bring together, under this head, recipes
used in affections occurring during infancy and childhood.
The art of prescribing for children is an important one.
It is highly desirable, in such prescriptions, to avoid bulky
and disagreeable combinations. Certain dangerous reme-
dies and doses are also to be guarded against.

Treatment of Bheumatism.

William Aitke^, M. D., Edinburgh.

204. R. Hydrargyri chloridi mitis, gr. v.

Pulveris jalapse comp., 9ij-.3j-

Pulveris zingiberis, gr. iij-v. M.
This powder to be taken in a little milk at the

commencement of rheumatic fever. It will secure

an abundant secretion from the glandular follicles

of the intestinal mucous membrane. The daily

evacuation of the bowels is then to be maintained

by salines, such as Rochelle or Epsom salts.

205. R. Yeratria?,

Extraeti opii, aa. gr.j. M.

For ten pills. Take two the first day, three the

second, four the third, five the fourth, and so on, in-

creasing one pill each day, until the condition of the

pulse or the irritation of the mucous membrane
compels a diminution.

* Entered according to A.ct of Congress, in the year

1869, by Gbo. H. Napheys, M. D., in the Clerk's office of

the District Court for the Eastern District of Penn'a.

N. B,—This copyright is not intended to prevent medi~

cal journals publishing these articles, but only their being

issued in book form.
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206. R. Palveris guaiaci, ^j.

Pulveris rhei, 3ij.

Potassae bitartratis,

Sulphuris sublim., aa.

Piilveris nucis moschatae,

Stellis,

MLsce bene.
j

Of this compound, two large spoonsfull are to be
j

taken night and morning. It is used in some large
j

hospitals, both civil and military, in the treatment of
j

old chronic cases. The beneficial effects of guaiacum
J

are obtained in those cases which are unaccompanied
j

by perspiration, and in which the excreting organs
j

are gently excited by this drug. When, however,
j

there is already free diaphoresis, and when it neither

purges nor acts as a diuretic, very little benefit may
be expected from it.

Thomas King Chambers, M. D., etc. London.

Our author calls rheumatic fever "a pleasant disease

for the doctor to treat, though not for the patient to

bear," and gives a very simple, uniform plan of treat-

ment, which, he states, hardly ever requires modifi-

cation.

Bedding.—The patient's bed is made in a peculiar

fashion. No linen should touch the skin. A slight

calico shift or shirt may be allowed ; but if the pa-

tients possess underclothing, only of the prohibited

sort, they are better naked. Even a linen front to

the shirt is dangerous . The sheets should be removed

and the body carefully wrapped in blankets, the

newest and fluffiest that can be got. The head is

to be carefully protected from currents of air.

Fomentations.—Those joints or limbs which are

swollen, red, or painful are to be wrapped up in

flannels, soaked either in hot water or in a decoction

of poppy heads, with half an ounce of carbonate of

soda to each pint.

Curative Drugs.—If the skin is red, swollen and

painful about the joints, if motion is impossible or

the cause of exquisite suffering, and especially if

these phenomena are metastatic, then the « alkaline

treatment" is employed, as follows:

207. R. Potassae bicarbonatis, £)j.

Aquas camphorae, fgij.

For one dose, to be repeated every three hours,

day, or night, when awake.

If, however, the above symptoms are insignificant,

and the pain is felt more in the bones, being intensi-

fied by pressure rather than by motion, and fixed

not metastatic, then two grains of the iodide of po-

tassium are to be added to each dose. So soon as the

symptoms take a favorable turn, the alkali is to be
omitted altogether and only the iodide of potassium

given.

Palliatives.—Opium is to be administered in

amounts proportionate to the subjective sensation of

pain—from one to two grains at a dose. Immedi-
ately upon the relief of the 'pain, the quantity is di-

minished.

Pure opium, in the pill, and the tincture are the best

preparations, If the pain remain fixed in one joint,

after it has left other places, leeches are to be applied

there and the part kept poulticed. Bruised laurel

leaves may be mixed with the poultice. If the heart

become affected, leeches and poultices are to be ap-

plied to the cardiac region.

Diet.—The food is to be varied to some extent by

the social and personal state of the patients. If they

have been hearty and well-to-do persons before the

attack, simple diet is proper, i. e., bread and butter,

gruel and tea. If they have been ill-nourished, a

pint of broth or of beef-tea is added. Meat, even

during convalescence often does harm, seeming to

turn into lactic acid. Vegetable food should be

pretty closely adhered to in order to avoid a relapse*

J. M. DaCosta, M. D.

208. R. Ammonii bromidi, 5ss.

Tincture aurantii corticis, f3ss.

Aqua?, fjijss. M.

A dessertspoonful every three hours, excepting at

night. In acute rheumatic fever the beneficial in-

fluence of the bromide of ammonium is undoubted.

Over the pains and aches of chronic rheumatism

this remedy also exerts an unquestionable control

;

but in chronic rheumatism it is decidedly inferior to

iodide of potassium. But slight amelioration follows

its use in persistent swelling of the joints of rheu-

matic origin and more in rheumatism due to a vene-

rial taint.

Hypodermic Injection.

209. R. Atropiae sulphatis, gr. 1-50.

Aquae destillatae, tt\,. x. M.

For one injection, to be thrown under the skin, in

certain forms of muscular rheumatism, particularly

wry neck, over or into the rigid parts To be repeated

once a day. Sometimes the most marked and
speedy relief follows this treatment, after ordinary

remedies have failed.

210. R.
Potassii iodidi, 3j.
Vini coichici radicis, fgij.

Morphiae sulphatis, gr. iij.

Syrupi, fgj.

Aquae, fgij. M.

Teaspoonful three times a day, after meals, in

muscular rheumatism.

211. R. Potassae carbonatis, gr. x.
" acetatis, gr. xv.

Vini coichici seminis, tt^xx.

Syrupi tolu., fjss.

Aquae, rt\x. M.

For one dose ter die, in lumbago, the following

liniment to be rubbed in night and morning.

212. R. Chloroformi fgss.

Linimenti ammoniae, f^jss.

" saponis, f§ij. M.
In a week or ten days, after the pain has subsided,

apply—

213. R. Emplastri picis cum contharide,
" Logani aa. equal parts.
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214. R. Tinctwree guaiaci, f-oib
Vini colcliici radicis, f 3

i
j

.

Potassoe bicarbonatis, £iv.

Sympi aurantii corticis, f*.3 ij

.

A desertspoonful in water, ter die, in rheumatic

arthritis. Also have the joints wrapped in cotton,

and painted morning and evening with equal parts

of tincture of iodine and alcohol until they become

sore. Sulphur baths are beneficial. Small blisters

are also of service in the neighborhood of the joints,

frequently repeated and occasionally dressed with

—

215. R. Morphise acetatis, gr. |.

Pulveris marantse, gr. f

.

Arsenic is an excellent remedy in rheumatic

arthritis. It may be administered as follows

:

216. R. Liq. potassa? arsenitis, gtt. v.

Potassii iodidi, gr. v.

Syrupi, f.gj.

For one dose, ter die, between meals in water.

Prof. Austin Flint, New York.

The tincture of aconite applied to the parts in

acute articular rheumatism affords marked relief.

Extension of the limbs, by means of an apparatus

for that purpose, or by simply a cord, pulley and

weight, in order to"relieve the pressure of the articu-

lated surfaces upon each other, has been tried with

success, in some cases, at Bellevue Hospital.

C. IlAXDFIKLD Cantab, etc.,

217. R. gr. nj.

gr. xv.

M.

Jones, M. B..

London.

Potassii iodidi,

Ammonii muriatis,

Vini colchici radicis,

Tincturaj opii,

Infusi gentiana? comp.,
For one dose, ter die, in muscular rheumatism,

Thomas Hawtkes Tanner, M. D., F. L. S., etc.,

London.

218. R. Ammonia; muriatis, gr. xv.
Liq. ammonia? acetatis, fgss.

Aquse camphorae, fo".jss * ^*

For one dose. To be taken in three tablespoons-

ful of water, every four hours. Useful in some va-

rieties of rheumatism in which the fibrin of the blood

is in excess. The efficacy of this prescription is

increased by giving two drachms of cream tartar, in

half a pint of water, early in the morning.

commonwealth. They shall make sanitary investiga-

tions and inquiries in respect to the people, the

causes of disease, and especially of epidemics and the

sources of mortality and the effects of localities, em-
ployments, conditions and circumstances, on the

public health ; and they shall gather such information

in respect to those matters as they may deem proper,

for diffusion among the people. They shall advise

the government in regard to the location of any
public institutions. They shall in the month ot

January make report to the Legislature of their

doings, investigations and discoveries during the year

ending December thirty-first, with such suggestions

as to legislative action as they may deem necessary.

Sect. 3. The Board shall meet at the State House
once in three months, and as much oftener as they

may deem expedient. No member except the Sec-

retary shall receive any compensation, but the actual

personal expenses of any member while engaged in

the duties of the Board, shall be allowed and paid.

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the Board, and
they are hereby instructed, to examine into and

report what in their best judgment is the effect of

I

the use of intoxicating liquor as a beverage, upon

j

the industry, prosperity, happiness, health and lives

j

of the citizens of the State. Also, what additional

j

legislation, if any, is necessary in the premises.

Massachusetts State Board of Health.
The Governor, by and with the advice and consent

of the Executive Council, has appointed the follow-

ing named gentlemen as a Board of Health : Henry

I. Bowditch, Boston
;
George Derby, do. ; Robert

L. Davis, Fall River; Richard Frotbiugham, Jr.,

Charlestown ; P. Emory Aldrich, Worcester ; War-
reu Sawyer, Boston ; Win. C. Chapin, Lawrence.

The duties of the Board and the number of meetings,

with the compensation of the members, are defined

in the following sections of the act creating the office

:

Section 2. The Board shall take cognizance of the

nterests of health and life among the citizens of this

Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.

Slovenly Prescriptions.

Eds. Med. and Surg. Reporter :

When such a prescription as the following—pre-

sumably prepared for publication with some care

—

may be read in print, is a word of protest out of

place ? What an accumulation of horrors would not

a druggists' file disclose

'

R. 01 Cubebs,
Bals, Copaiba aa 31V.

Spts Turpent, ^ij.

Spts Nitre Dulc, gjvj.
*

Mucilage Acacia q. s. for ^yj.
Dose—tablespoonful ter. die.

Yet this is no exaggeration—witness, a copy of

almost any medical periodical ; and it happens too

often to be laid at compositor's or proof-reader's door.

Though it is intelligible enough, I am afraid to say

at the outset, just how many errors there are that

could have been avoided with a little care. Let us

see.

In the first place, it is not Latin. This, however,

is no serious objection
;

for, though it is customary,

in our presumedly learned profession, to use, in

these cases, the common language of scholars, ye

this is really rather a matter of taste than of neces-

sity, and, moreover, the writer of the above may
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have had good reasons for intending to use English.

But, secondly, and, unfortunately, neither is it Eng-

lish. It is a miserable hybrid—a bastard—neither

"flesh, fowl, nor good red herring." The names of

some of the articles are not to be found in our phar-

macopoeia, as Latin nor English designations. The

absurdity becomes comical in the direction. How,
for instance, would " cochlear magnum three times a

day" sound ? Yet, it is not one whit more ridicu-

lous than " tablespoonful ter die." Again, is "q. s-

for ^vi" any better than " enough ad Jvi" would be?

Many physicians woidd have put " q. s. ad ^vi."

We all know what this means, but I defy the best

linguist in the world to make "quantum sufficiat

ad fluiduncias sex 1
' mean what is intended, or to

parse this morsel of dog-latin by any known rules of

grammar. If the sentence were translatable, it

would read : " Any quantity (of mucilage under-

stood) that may be sufficient, up to (i. e. not exceed-

ing) six fluid ounces (of mucilage)."

The punctuation reminds one of the professor's

lucid demonstration of the dorsal muscles :
-" Gen-

tlemen, the fourth and fifth layers were shot out of

a gun
;
pick them out to suit yourselves." The

mysteries of comma and colon, and the rest, should

iiot be attempted until it has been learned, at least,

that the full stop marks an abbreviation as well as

the end of a sentence. In the above, most of the

marks of punctuation are either omitted or inge-

niously misplaced. Thus " R." fur " recipe," is an

abbreviation ; " R " is not ; it is a sign or symbol

.

of the same class, typographically speaking, as *, ff,

§, ^, or 3 ; like the signs of the Zodiac, for instance,

or those used by zoologists to mark the sex, etc., of

their specimens. The best usage is against the em-

ploy of the . in such cases. On the other hand, "aa"

is (or is meant to be) an abbreviation ; it should be

•"aa." or the bar or vinculum indicating continu-

ity of two extremes whereof the connective is not

expressed. So, also, ss. or ss~; but. not these letters

without one or the other of the signs ; so, again, " p.

r. n." or "pro re nata," but not "p r n" or "pro.

re. nata," not even though the Chinese hat over the

a does look highly classic ! As to the use of commas,

more latitude is allowable, and much may be left to

individual preference. Writing out the implied

sentences will generally be a safe guide ; thus

:

" Take of Oil of Cubeb, four fluidrachms ; of Oil of

Copaiba," etc. On this principle, the full name of

each article should be followed by a comma, and

each line of the prescription, except the last, should

end with a semi-colon instead of a full stop; the

lines, nevertheless, still beginning with a capital let-

ter, because the words are virtually proper names.
Though £iv and fjiv are different things, a

druggist of reasonable intelligence would here use

his graduate instead of his scales; but why not

write f£iv if fjiv is meant? A prescription is

supposed to be an absolute guide
;
nothing is to be

guessed at, or taken for granted; the least thing

left to the dispensers sagacity is the entering wedge
of evils innumerable. In the above case, however,
we will suppose the apothecary has divined the doc-

tor's idea, aud even got over that wonderful " q. s.

for |;vi"; in short, that he has "taken" of the sev-

eral ingredients the desired quantities. What is he

to do with them? He may hand them over his

counter in five separate bottles, for anything that the

prescription says to the contrary. But supposing he
falls back on his intellect again

;
mentally supplies

"M." and "mixes," what is he going to do with the

directions that follow? He (probably) has no occa-

sion to take the mixture himself; shall he give di-

rections, verbally, to the bearer, to be repeated by
him, and so run abundant risk of subsequent mis-

understanding; or, still worse, shall he tell the

bearer how to take the mixture, upon the gratuitous

assumption that this is the individual who has gon-

orrhoea ? Probably he does neither, but sensibly

labels the bottle in plain English. I should imag-

ine however, that he had by this time fairly earned

more than the price of his drugs by his expenditure

of brain-work.

Now, I know all this has nothing to do with the

efficacy of the prescription, and that it may seem

like hair-splitting to discourse about it. But there

is a right and a wrong way of going about most

things ; a neat and a slovenly way of writing pre-

scriptions. The physician, who habitually leaves

out "M.," for instance, may some day write

" R. Morph. Sulph. gr. x.—dose, at bedtime"—only

forgetting to put in "div. inchts-410."—which would

be awkward, unless the druggist kept him out of the

scrape. Such a one would be very apt to go from

the dissecting to the lying-in room without washing

his hands. No friendly apothecary in such case

!

The physician who visits w ith dirty nails, stubbly

chin, unblacked boots, and a rip down the back seam
of his coat, may cure as many patients as any other;

but it does not follow that a clean person and neat

dress are not desirable. I suspect the latter pay best

in the long run. Slovenly prescriptions are no ex-

ception to a general rule.

I submit, Messrs. Editors, that the following

is an improvement on the above—provided your

com positor does not put a typographical beam in the

eye that is looking after motes in other peoples'

!

R 01. Cubebie,
01. Copaiba?, aa. fjiv;
Ol. Terebinth., fgij

:

Sp. .Ether. Nitr., f|vj
;

Mucil. Acacise, fjiv.

M. Sig. "Tablespoonful three times a day."

, N. C. Yours truly, E. C.
-

Liebig is to have the Albert Medal of
the Society of Arts.

The German Hospital Bazaar produced
more than £3,000.
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MARRIED.

Briggs—Wray. On Thursday, August 12, at the resi-

dence of the hride's parents, by the Rev, M. W. Jacobus,
D. D., Clinton Briggs, of Chicago, and Miss SarahJ.,only
daughter of Dr. R. Wray.

Heger—Wilcox. At St. John's Church, Somerville,
N. J., on the 16th instant, by the Rt. Rev. W. H. Oden-
heimer, D. D., Bishop of New Jersey, assisted by the Rev.
John Rowland, Doctor A. Heger, U. S. Army, and Caro-
line Wilcox, daughter of N. A. Jennings, of Phila.

Piersons—Osborne. On Wednesday, August 11, by
the Rev. Dr. Draper, at St. Andrew's Church, Harlem,
A. M. Piersons, M. D., and Annie J. Osborne, all of New
York.

Otis—Poe On August 17, at Trinity Church, George-
town, D. C, by the Rev. B. A. Maguire, S. J., Dr. George
A. Otis, Assistant Surgeon and Bvt. Lieut. Col. U. S. A.,
and Genevieve, youngest daughter of the late George
Poe, Jr., of Georgetown.

Ostrandkr—DeWitt. On the 14th instant, in
Pitteton, Pa., bv the Rev. N. G. Parke, Walter M. Ostran-
<]er, M. D.. of Danville, Pa., and Miss Annie DeWitt, of
Pittston, Pa.

DIED.

Morrison. August 11, 1869, at his residence in Greens-
burg, Pa., of apoplexy, Dr. John Morrison, aged 72.

Barr. In Pittsburg, Pa., August 5, 1869, John C. Barr,
only child of Dr. A. M. and Sarah D. Barr.

Geouard. At the residence of his parents, Allegheny
city, Pa., August 11, Samuel Shackford, infant son of
Dr. J. H. and Mrs. Amelia M. Grouard aged 9 months
and 24 days.

Jackson. At Geneva, N. Y., August 16, Henry J.
Jacksoa, M. D., late of this city, and son of Luther Jack-
gon, aged 39 years.

Moses. Of dysentery, at Montvale Springs, Blount
county, Tenn., August 9, 1869, Sallie Overton, only child
of Dr? Samuel D. jw»d Bettie Overton Moses, aged 10
months and 8 days.

Patterson. August 8, 1869, at Clifton, Green county,
Ohio, Lizzie H., wife of Dr. J. F. H. Patterson, aged 26
years.

Also, at the same place, July 31, Nannie, infant daugh-
ter of Lizzie H. and Dr. J. F. H. Patterson.

WORDS OF CHEER.
A subscriber in New Mexico writes :

" I would as soon
miss one meal a day as to lose the Reporter, as I con-

sider it the best medical journal out."

Dr. J. H. S., of Ohio, writes: "During the last thirty

years I have been taking some of the most prominent
journals published in this country, but have found none
so refreshing, or any that meets the wants of the country
practitioner so well as the Reporter.

Dr. W. 11. N., N. Y.—" I would rather be cold or hungry,
or even both, than be without the Reporter."

QUERIES AND REPLIES.

Messrs. Editors : I submit to you the following case
for your advice in treatment

:

Patient's age, 28. Had good health until 1858, when an
abscess formed two inches to the right of and two inches
below the navel, which was lanced and discharged a great
deal of pus. This- abscess remained open for nine months,
then closed and opened again in one year, remaining open
only a few weeks, but has given no trouble since. Shortly
after, a swelling came in the left groin, which soon opened
and remained so for three or four months, and then closed
for the same length of time, and so continued alternately
opened and closed for about two years, when she was at-

|

tacked with typhoid fever. It then closed and remained so
for three years, but has been opened most of the time since.
Patient has been married about four years, and has one

child two years old.

She came under my care a year ago. Upon examination
found the opening about the middle and under Poupart's
ligament. Introduced a probe upward and backward
about six inches, it striking some hard substance, but not
denuded bone. She was nursing her child ; was quite
weak but able to work some. The fistule would frequently
close for a week or so, giving pain in left limb and back.

I treated her with tonics. Kept the fistule open with
sponge tent, and injected through a gum catheter, a solu-
tion of sul. zinc gr. xv to one ounce water at first

;
lately

have used a weaker solution, two grains to one ounce of
water.
Present condition General health good ; fistule still

open to the same depth and discharging but little. I have
been giving her chlorate of potassa, gr. xx. three times a
day, which she seemed to think brought on her monthly
periods quite often, and she has omitted it.

Yours respectfully, W. J. McH.

Dr. S. C. P., of III.—Allow me, as a subscriber, to make
these queries: " How can the nausea caused so often by
the administration of the salts of morphia be obviated,
and which salt do you deem least objectionable in this
respect /" " What is your opinion of the new preparation
called ' Svapnia ?' " " When will the new edition of the
U.S. Dispensatory appear ?" "When can we probably
have ' Naphey's Therapeutical Bulletin ' in book form ?"
" From what publishing house can medical works in the
German language be had?"
Ans. The aceitate of morphia with an excess of acetic

acid seems to create least nausea.
We have used svapnia, but too little to speak with con-

fidence of it.

The next edition of the U. S. Dispensatory is expected
next year.
Dr. Naphey's Therapeutical Bulletin will be published

in book form about December.
You can obtain German medical books through Mr. E.

Steiger, N. Y. city, publisher and importer.

Dr. J. H. S., of Indiana.—You are right in holding
aloof from any advertising quack, no matter what his
pretensions.

Dr. T. C. L., of Pa.—Artificial eyes can be obtained
from this city. They cost from $8.00 to $12.00, best make.

Dr. A. B. L., of Ind The college we recommend istha
at Detroit. You can address the dean, " Dean of Detroit
College of Pharmacy." We think you will find it a good
one.

Dr. H. L. O., of Pa We know of no recent work pub-
lished in this country on thermometry of disease which
will suit you. If Wunderlich has been published we
have not received it. We noticed a good article in the
transactions of the Georgia State Medical Society on this
subject, and called attention to it in the Reporter a few
weeks ago. Write to the author for a copy. We do not
know Dr. Levick's reference. It must have been to
Aitken.

Dr. J. G. P., of Ky The Archives of Otology are pub-
lished simultaneously, in New York and Heidelberg, in
English and German. Price, $7.50 per annum.

Dr. T. J. K., of Tenn—The best work on the microscope
in medicine is that of Mr. Lonel Beale ($7.00). One of
the best microscopes lor ordinary use is Dr. Woodward's-
" Students' Microscope." Price, $55.00.
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PARTURIENT EFFECTS OF THE SUL-

PHATE OF MORPHIA.

By T. J. Kennedy, M. D.,

Of Castalian Springs, Term.

In your valuable Journal of August 7, Har-

vey L. Byrd, M. D., Professor of Obstetrics,

in the Medical Department of Washington

University, Baltimore, Md., has an article on

the subject of the above. It would be, as he

says, " superegatory labor to enter into an

anatomical description of the uterus," or

" even to allude to its chief physiological func-

tion, where only the therapeutical action of a

remedial agent upon its parturient efforts is

only to be noticed," as in his article the par-

turient properties of Sulphate of Morphia was

presented to the profession, I simply add my
testimony to coroborate his statement, with

the hope that it may be some good to young

physicians who are just starting on that weary

road that every physician travels when he

first commences the practice of medicine. I

well remember the time that I believed im-

plicitly in the teaching that if the labor pains

were sluggish, the os uteri only slightly di-

lated, and the pains " become " inefficient,

while the patient was wearied and worn out,

;

desiring nothing so much as rest for a short

time ; that a dose of Sulph. Morph. would not

only quiet the patient for several hours, but

also give the medical attendant repose for the

same length of time.

To my utter astonishment I never failed to

be called sooner than I expected. I always

had success with my patients
;
they passed

well, both mother and child, through the or-

deal. After several cases where Sulph. Mor-

|

phia had been given to quiet the pains, and not

I

watching closely the parturient efforts after

1 giving it, believing so fully in the early pre-

i

cepts indoctrinated into my mind, that I had
I not a doubt of its entire efficac}7

, I at length

I did begin to doubt its power to quiet the ac-

tion of the womb, and to induce sleep, while

the womb was in the act of expelling its eon-
tents.

I was called to see patient April, 1869, aged

24, whom I found in labor with second child,

as reported to me. I found that she did not

expect to be confined for six weeks. She com-
plained of pain in the region of stomach, with

no bearing down pains. Examination per va-

ginam disclosed no dilatation or rigidity of

os. The womb was high up in the pelvis, and
during the paroxysm of pain, which came ©a

about every fifteen and then twenty minutes,

for the period of five hours, there was no de-

scent of the womb ; all the time the pain was
referred to the stomach. Everything that was

given by the mouth was rejected within a few

minutes. The extremities were cold and

clammy, the pulse quick and feeble, a feeling

of general malaise , and constant complaining

of the stomach, with groanings and sighings.

External stimulants and counter irritants were

used ; no relief from anything as yet tried. I

injected one third grain Sulph. Morph. hypo-

dermically at the insertion of deltoid ; in five

minutes she was easy; complained of no pain

anywhere. Examination per vaginam revealed

the same condition as before. As the patient

remained at rest for about twenty minutes I

left her in charge of a gentleman who had

studied medicine, but had abandoned it for

farming, with the order to call me when want-

ed. I retired to my room, fifty yards from my
patient. I had been in bed about half an

191
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hour when the gentleman called me, with the

assertion that the patient was dying. As soon

as I could I reached my patient ; she was cold

and shivering, with a continuous moaning ev-

ery breath, that is peculiar to women when
the head of the child is in the world, between

the pain that has expelled the head and the

next pain that is to expel the shoulders. 1

found that such was the condition—the head

of the child was in the world, and soon it was
expelled in toto. The mother had a good re-

covery, with no untowTard symptom. Here was
a case in which the Sulph. Morph. surely

acted as a parturient, for nothing was retained

011 the stomach.

SURGICAL REMINISCENCES OF AN
OLD PRACTITIONER.

By J. G. F. Holston, M. D.,

Of Washington, D. C.

TREPHINING.

{Continued from page 28.)

Justly considered one of the graver opera-

tions of surgery—yet ifI were to consider only

my personal experience, during near forty

years, by no means as dangerous as is some-

times represented. In fact the danger seems

to me to have arisen, more from an improper

discrimination of cases to which the operation

was inapplicable , and a want of a clear under-

standing as to what we can and desire to ac-

complish. As to the rest, it is immaterial with

what instruments the operation is performed,

whether with the English trephine, acting as

a circular saw, with the motive power of the

augur, or the German trepan, with the same
action, but moved like a carpenter's centre-

bit. Even the various forms of the trephine,

cylindrical or conoidal, make no difference in

careful hands, and often the saw and chisel

may dispense with either. In regard to saws,

the circular part of Hay's saw, is of little ac-

count, the original idea of making a curved

cut with it being evidently absurd, for though

the edge is round, the blade is straight and re-

fuses to follow any curve ; so that the circular

part is only useful where a small portion of

bone, to the avoidance of the rest, is to be di-

vided. I am, however, very partial to the

chisel in all operations on the cranial bones

;

and have had a peculiar pattern made fo%me,
that, in my hands at least, has proved itself of

superior advantage. The edge of my chisel is

three-quarter inch wide, beveled on both sides,

and having a blunt, pointed tooth projecting

from one corner ; this tooth meets the edge at

a perpendicular, but is rounded oft on the out-

side.

This tooth effectually guards the dura mater
from injury, keeping it always at a distance

from the cutting edge. Of course, the advan-

tage of the tooth can only be obtained where
an opening, accidental or artificial, already

exists. It is also proper to mark out the pro-

posed track of the chisel, on the outer plate,

by the saw. Seeing the chisel applied in such

close proximity to the brain, and propelled by
vigorous strokes of the mallet, necessarily ex-

cites fear of concussion to that delicate organ

;

but it must be recollected that every tooth of

the saw, as it tears off, not cuts, a portion of

the bone, is also an instrument of concussion,

and considering the far greater execution done

by the sharp, cutting chisel, in a much less

time, the concussion is absolutely greater by
the saw. Patients who were conscious at the

time , and where both saw and chisel were used,

have so informed me, and it is certainly the

result ©f my clinical observation.

I will now state some of the considerations

that have induced me to remove portions of

the cranial wall. First—in cases of recent in-

jury, where the scalp was cut or torn, expos-

ing the bones, in a comminuted state, driven

in, edgewise, into or upon the brain • in such

cases I have picked away loose pieces, or where

the pieces were wedged, made a previous per-

foration, elevated depressed portions, not

greatly detached from the soft parts above and
below, trimmed rugged edges of bone by scis-

sors or chisel, removed such portions of scalp

as were perfectly disorganized by the injury,

taking care to leave no splinters or foreign

substances of any kind, making indeed, a per-

fectly clean surgical wound of the complicated

injury, and often succeeding in having a cure

almost entirely by first intention, with the ab-

sence of all severe symptoms, thus approxi-

mating that class of cases in which the opera-

tion was performed on persons in good health

and through sound parts, for epilepsy, etc.

Second—where the bones were not thus to-

tally detached, and driven down edgewise, and

a fortiori, where the scalp was not opened, so

as to give access to the injured bone, I have

considered symptoms of present and increasing

compression, endangering life, the only justi-

fication for converting a simple into a com-

pound fracture. But, if interfering at all,

making a clean, surgical wound, as illustrated

in Mrs. McManus's case, wait till urgent
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symptoms demand interference. I have seen

many cases where extreme depressions, ac-

companied by coma, paralysis, etc., have re-

covered to perfect health without any opera-

tive interference.

Third—long after the original injury, where
Paralysis or Epilepsy remained, and the seat

of the trouble was clearly defined, I would
here remark, that in military surgery m the

S. W., trephining was seldom admissible

and not often successful. My dressings have

been of the simplest kind, reposition of the

soft parts, a wet compress and bandage con-

stituting the whole, while close attention was
given to diet, the Ex—and Secretions.

These remarks were elicitited by seeing my
two published cases (Western Lancet) of tre-

phining for Epilep?y quoted. There is an er-

ror in the quotation. Only one of them, Jane

Sulk, (whom I saw well about nine months
ago,) is stated as successfull. I so reported it

that the patient had died of phthisis, for so I

had heard, but the very next number of the

Lancet contains a letter from Dr. Cunningham,
St. Louis, Mo., the brother-in-law of Miss

Sarah Dollman, who states that his sister-in-

law, gradually, but perfectly recovered, having

then had no fits for over two years ; she re-

mained well.

I have since operated on two other cases of

far greater magnitude, both successful, as re-

gards the operation as well as the disease—
"Epilepsy." Both had been eipleptic for

years, but had no fits after the operation. In

the case of Mr. Dixon, of Noble Co., O., twelve

or thirteen square inches of the posterior part

of the parietal bone were removed by trephine

and chisel—four holes and then the chisel. In

the second case, whose name is lost, about

seven to eight inches. Both recovered with-

out untoward symptoms, as if they had only

received a slight scalp wound.

The first was operated in the town of New
Concord, 0., in the forenoon, and under chlo-

roform. After he had thoroughly recovered

from the anaesthetic and his wound dressed, I
j

left to make a call in the neighboring country,
j

having given very precise directions to keep

himselfvery still in bed, in a dark room, avoid-

ing all excitement, etc. Paint my surprise

when, on my return four hours afterward, I

saw the patient sitting on a bench before the

house, smoking his pipe. His excuse was, he
felt nothing the matter and could not lie in

bed. He never took his bed ; the large wound
healed almost entirely by first intention;

though the movements of the brain, that were
absent immediately after the operation and
did not return for some wTeeks, continued vis-

ible for some months afterward.

I believe it is safer, when operating on
cranic bones, to make large and free openings,

rather than limited ones; that was also the

view of the older surgeons, who, sometimes
with impunity, applied a dozen or more crowns
of the trepan for one headache.

J

ARSENIC IN THE TREATMENT OF
PROLAPSUS UTERI FROM ENLARGE-
MENT OF THE CERVIX.

By Dr. L. S. Blackwell.

Pennington, N. J.

j

' As the diseases of women have received

comparatively little attention by medical au-

thors and teachers, the following case may not

only prove of interest to the readers of the

Reporter, but may furnish some material

of signal advantage to the amateurs of Gyn-

aecology.

Mrs. C. H
,
aged 48 years, had been suf-

fering for a number of months from pruritus

vulva? and leucorrhoea—the result of prolap-

sus uteri. #

The intense itching, which was a signifi-

cant S3'mptom, induced this lady to seek relief.

Tournie's treatment—calomel ointment and
camphor was resorted to, but failed to afford

any decided relief; the pruritus, however,

gradually diminished, and finally ceased.

With the view of relieving the engorgement
and consequent prolapsus and leucorrhoea, the

following constitutional and local treatment

was instituted

:

R. Liq. Potassie Arsenitis, f.^iijss.

Syrupi, f.|j.

Aqme. l.^iij. M.

A teaspoonful after each meal.

Be lod'imi, gr.xv.

Potassii Iouiili. gj.

Aquae, 6j.

Ft.sol.

Use as an injection twice a day.

At the expiration of a week, the congestion

of the cervix and the leucorrhoea -were ma-
terially reduced ; and at the close of the sub-

sequent wTeek, the engorgement was entirely

removed, and the discharge had ceased.

Having used the local application in a num-

ber of cases of leucorrhoea, dependent upon
engorgement of the cervix, with beneficial re-

sults, I have lonsr regarded it as an efficient
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remedy in the treatment of this exhausting !

disease.

But never having witnessed such signal ben-

efit as was manifested in the case presented,

I am disposed to attribute more value to the

constitutional medication.

Dr. Hunt found arsenic a valuable remedy
in dy$menorrhaza\ and M. Imbert-Gourbeyre

speaks of its
u great utility" in the treatment

©f vulvarpruritus.

As sterility and painful menstruation may
have their origin in a diminished caliber of the

uterine canal from engorgement, it is rational

to believe that the efficacy of arsenic depends
upon the influence it exerts over uterine en-

gorgements.

The value attached to the general treat-

ment in the case reported, is enhanced by an

article entitled "The necessity of associat-

ing constitutional medication with topical ap-

plications in the treatment of uterine dis-

eases," read before " the Gynaecological So~

eiety of Boston," and published in the first

number of the Gynaecological Journal. Ar-

senic has also been used with satisfactory re-

sults in the treatment of hagmmorrhoids, and
from the efficacy which has been attributed

to it in the therapeutics of the disease of the

pelvic viscera, we are convinced of its special

affinity and adaptation to morbid action in this

section of the human organism.

CASE OF CIRRHOSIS AND BRIGHT'S
DISEASE.

Reported by Jos. D. Lomax, M. D.,

Superintendent of Marshall Infirmary, Troy, X. Y.

The following case presents* a somewhat
unusual history ; and a brief account of it may
not be uninteresting to some of the readers of

the Reporter :

The subject of it was a man aged fifty vears,

and of dissipated habits. In the winter of 1861

and 1802, while in the Army of the Potomac,
he suffered from an attack of albuminuria,

attended with dropsical effusions about the

ankles and eyes. He so far improved under
treatment that he was able to serve out the

term of his enlistment.

In August, 1863, he was admitted into the

Marshall Infirmary, and his disease recorded

in the Hospital Register as ascites. He re-

mained under treatment fourteen months, and

during that period was tapped twenty-one

times. The aggregate amount of serum drawn
was about two hogsheads. The operation had
to be repeated sometimes as often as every

ten or twelve days.

The urine was frequently tested, and always

found loaded with albumen, but dropsy was
never detected in any other part of the body,

unless the accummulation within the abdomen
was permitted to become very great.

Finally, after he had been under treatment

eleven or twelve months, the ascites ceased to

return ; and believing himself well, if not

cured, he left the hospital in October, 1864.

He continued to enjoy fair health for near five

years, and was engaged most of the time in

some laboring employment.

On the first of July just past, he contracted

a severe cold, and dropsy once more set in,

and on the 27th of the same month he was
again admitted into the Marshall Infirmary.

He was very feeble ; the respiration greatly

embarrassed, and his skin dry, rough and of a

straw color. The abdomen was distended with

fluidy, and there was also considerable anasarca.

His urine was tested, and so abundant was the

albumen, that it coagulated in an almost solid

mass. He gradually failed, and died on the 4th

of August. His death seemed exceedingly easy.

During the last foity-eight hours he laid in a

semi-comatose state, and finally passed away
without the least evidence of pain or even of

distress.

An autopsy was made eighteen hours after

wards. The liver weighed two pounds and
eleven ounces ; the small lobe was contracted

to the size of a goose egg. The weight of the

kidneys was five ounces, and six ounces and

two drachms.

The urine during the first eighteen months

after his discharge in 1864, was tested several

times, and always found rich in albumen.

RULES OF TREATMENT.
By Jules Le Carpentier, M. D.,

Fort Cunimings, New Mexico.

SECONDARY SYPHILIS.

1. Mercury is a specific against secondary

accidents of syphilis, but is far from being

equally efficient in all cases.

2. Nine cases out of ten, of secondary acci-

dents, may be subdued entirely without any
mercury being administered.

3. Tonics and stimulants, given in proper

quantities and in a proper way, are the best

remedies against secondary accidents.

4. In rebellious cases, or in very severe

cases, mercury must be prescribed, but its ef-

fects are greatly increased by the simulta-

neous administration of tonics and stimulants.
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HOSPITAL GLEANINGS.
No. V.

By James B. Burnet, M, D.,

Of Newark, N. J.

•J. CASE OF OLD ULCER*

James Harris, aged 64, a native of Portugal,

was admitted to Bellevue Hospital on June

1st. He has had his ulcer two years
;
making-

slow progress, but still continually extending

until his present treatment was adopted. The
character of the ulcer was the worst possible,

typical of an old man's ulcer. It extended

from about half up the leg down both sides to

the malleoli, and deeply eroding the tissues

of the posterior aspect of the leg. The only

spot of integument was in front, an inch broad.

The surface of the ulcer was gray and offen-

sive, continually covered with an unhealthy

pus. The edges were hard, ragged, and en-

tirely indisposed to granulate or extend them-

selves. Having been in the hospital a long

time, and not being relieved, though almost

every plan of treatment was adopted that pro-

mised relief, it was determined to try in his

case the internal administration of Opium.

From ten to twenty drops of Tr. Opii were

administered three times a day, with the fol-

lowing remarkable results. In Jive days there

were small spots of granulations, like little

islands, springing up over the whole ulcer. In

eight days the entire surface was clean, with

profuse granulations, bleeding at the slightest

touch, and perfectly healthy. It is now about

twenty days, and there is a general advance of

the integument over the ulcer, and where it

was long and narrow in front, it is entirely

healed. In this case is seen the direct action

of the opium upon the ulcer. It is not a mere
coincidence, for the sore has resisted every-

thing, until the opium was given, when it im-

mediately sprung into life.

II. CASE OF CHRONIC ABSCESS.

Owen Gillon was admitted to Bellevue Hos-

pital on June 1st. Five months previously,

he was taken with all the symptoms of an
acute abscess on the right side. After it was
evacuated, it continued to discharge until his

admission. His condition at the time was
pitiable enough. He was emaciated, weak,
irritable, and unable to move. It was ascer-

tained that the sinuses extended a long way
up the back; the openings being about the

crest of the ileum. He was ordered good diet,

stimulants, and constant pressure. The pres-

sure was kept up by Oakum compresses, held

in place by adhesive straps. These were ap-
plied at the distal ends of all the sinuses, and
there only. At the end of the four weeks, his

abscess was healed. He is now strong, grow-
ing fleshy, and in fact, without a trace of the

serious illness through which he has passed.

III. CASE OF TRAUMATIC PERITONITIS.

This patient, a man, was admitted to Belle-

vue Hospital, said to have been kicked in the

abdomen during a fight. He had not consid-

ered himself much injured until the second
day, when great pain in the abdomen and
tympanites compelled him to seek admission

to the hospital. Peritonitis was diagnosti-

cated, and the patient was put upon Opium.
The prognosis was very unfavorable, as the

peritonitis was thought to be due to the r up-

ture of an intestine. He lived but a short

time. The autopsy revealed a great amount
of peritonitis A rupture of the intestine was
found in the ileum, about three feet from the

caecum, and in the mesentery opposite to the

rupture was a slit, some two inches in length.

There were no external marks of violence.

RUPTURE OF THE UTERUS.

By J. J. O'Reilly, M. D.,

Of Louisville, Ky.

Noticing in the last numbers of the Re-

porter a couple of cases of uterine rupture

,

I offer the following, not that it contains any-

thing new, but with a view that it may be

available as a statistic

:

I was called to see Mrs. F. in the summer

of 1867, and found her suffering with false la-

bor pains. I ordered rest, and left word to be

sent for if labor came on. Just one week af-

terwards I was called again to see her, found

the parts moist and relaxed, the os dilated

about one half, thin and distensible. Pains

slow and feeble.

This visit was at two o'clock p. m. I visited

her again at eight o'clock p. m., and found

the head advancing, the os dilated to nearly

its full extent, and the head entering the infe-

rior strait. In fact the os was so pliant that

I attempted several times, during a pain, to

slip it over the occiput with the index finger.

The presentation was Left-Occipito-Iliac. At
this time the pains were never very strong ; be-

gan to grow weaker and slower, almost to disap-

pearance. Here, with all the parts relaxed,

the head at the inferior strait, and mere want

of expulsive force being all that was needed
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to complete labor, I thought that now, if ever,

the use of Ergot was indicated. I adminis-

tered the Ergot at one o'clock a. m. From
that time the patient complained of incessant

pain in the back and stomach, but the head

made no advance. At half past two, feeling

uneasy about the constant complaints of the

patient, I gave chloroform to ease the pain,

as it was doing no good. Under its adminis-

tration she felt some better. During all this

time there was no vomiting, pulse good, skin

moist. At half past three 1 made an examin-

ation and found the head as it had been for

hours. A few minutes later the patient went

to sleep and I also nodded in my chair for per-

haps half an hour, when I made another ex-

amination and found the os closed and the

head gone. Feeling in the abdominal region.

I could trace the outlines of the faetus above
the uterus. The patient did not express her-

self as feeling any way uncomfortable, nor

had she any symptoms of sinking. Dr. Bay-

less was called in consultation, and performed

gastrotomy. We found the uterus ruptured

on its anterior surface, at the upper part of

the middle third. The child, placenta, cord,

and membrane had all passed into the perito-

nical cavity. The uterus had firmly contract-

ed. There was not the slightest hemorrhage.

The patient died in twenty-four hours. No
post-mortem was allowed. The points of in-

terest in this case are these :

1st. What had the ergot to do with the

rupture ?

2d. Ought not the forceps have been used
in place of ergot, or would not nature have
completed labor without interference ?

3d. The patient gave no signs of intense

pain at the time of the rupture, and felt easier

after it.

4th. Complete absence of hemorrhage.
As regards the use of the ergot, I think it

was justified by the symptoms; if, indeed,

there are any symptoms which justify it. The
woman, although going around, had been suf-

fering off and on for a week, and all the parts

were in just such condition as authorities say
they must be for its administration. Whether
the rupture was due entirely or not to the Er-
got, I am unprepared to say. The patient
was in third confinement, and previous action
of womb may have somewhat impaired its tis-

sue s.

As to the second point, should I have used
the forceps ? It is my opinion now that the

forceps should always be used in preference

to ergot, and I am certain would have suited

better in the present case. The forceps we
can control, ergot we cannot. The forceps

are as an aid-de-camp to a general—obeying

his immediate commands
;

ergot is like a

bombshell—once sent forth are as Upt to hurt

friend as foe. I do not think the use of the

latter can be too severely condemned in par-

turition, as time or the forceps will always

accomplish the results intended to be brought

about by it. The absence of hemmorrhage
was owing to the fact that the whole contents

of the uterus wrere expelled simultaneously,

thus allowing a complete contraction of the

organ.

I find a great many practitioners who, upon
the slightest delay, are always trying to hasten

labor, and who do not hesitate the least to use

ergot ; if the recital of the above case can tend

to make them more cautious, I am repaid for

my trouble.

Curious Fact.

Circumcision is performed in both sexes eight

days after birth. In the female, the whole clitoris is

included in the section, and seldom any trace of it

remains. Now, if we compare with this practice the

one followed by the Bedouins, we will come to a

very curious physiological fact. Seven or eight of

the Massawan boys who had accompanied us be-

came Christians in order to marry Abyssinian girls

;

as Mussulmans, they had found some difficulties.

They all told me that their countrywomen were cold

and indifferent, and that they had never conceived

what a woman's embrace really was until they had

become acquainted with Abyssinian girls. We re-

member that the Bedouin females are deprived of

the mucous lining of the vulva, the Abyssinians of

the clitoris ; the first are cold, not to say frigid, the

second the most ardent and sensual of women, living

Messalines, always " htsciatce sed non satiate."

Abyssinians are good walkers, and can endure ab-

stinence. They are well made, and those in good

circumstances, and who feed occasionally on raw
meat, strong and healthy. They keep up to a very

old age their virile power. Very old married men
are no exception, and often we were not a little sur-

prised to hear that one of their wives had given birth

to a child, and that in cases where so many precau-

tions were taken that no chance of a faux pas had
been left to the fair one.

—

Dr. Blanc.

It has been ascertained by experiments

that the Cinchona plant may be as success-

fully cultivated on the hill slopes of British

Burmah as at Darjeelmg and on the Neilgher-

ries.



September 4, 1869.] Periscope, 197

Editorial Department.

Periscope.

Uses of Carbolic Acid.

Dr. C. F. J. Lehlbach, in the Transactions of

the Medical .Society of New Jersey, gives his own
experience with carbolic acid as a remedy. We
make some extracts from his article

:

1. As a Dressing to Wounds, which coidd not be

expected to heal by first intention. Here I have

used carbolic acid in solution of five to twenty

grams to the ounce of glycerine and water, with

marked benefit, in arresting suppuration and excit-

ing rapid granulation. In other cases a carbolized

cerate has been used.

2. In Carbuncles. I know, after having used all

the various classical and vulgar applications, of no

better local treatment (general treatment never ne-

glected) than carbolized poultices, and after a forced

or spontaneous opening of the carbuncle, a tolera-

bly strong glycerine—solution of carbolic acid, say

gss. to giss. to the ounce. It is remarkable how
rapidly, under these applications, the ordinarily slow

separation of the necrosed cellular tissue takes place,

the destructive process ceases, and healthy granu-

lations spring up.

3. In Conjunctivitis, particularly purulent. I

have used it in about a dozen cases of conjunctivitis,

both acute and chronic ; in scrofulous cases, which

are the most obnoxious to treatment. There is in

my opinion no local application which can be com-

pared to it in this disorder.

4. In Burns and Scalds. Its reputation in this

class of injuries is well founded. In a number of

cases which have fallen under my charge, among
which two or three of a very severe nature, I Lave

not seen a solitary case followed by a cicatricial con-

traction, always the result of excessive, deep and
continued suppuration. In one case particularly its

beneficial results were marked. A man stepped ac-

cidentally nearly up to his knees in a brewer's vat

filled with beer, only a few degrees below the boiling

point. From two inches below the knees down to

the soles of his feet the epidermis was destroyed.

Carbolic acid, dissolved in glycerine, and afterwards

in linseed oil, was used from beginning to end. In

five weeks he was able to go to his work, new skin

perfectly smooth. In minor burns and scalds one

application of the ordinary crude fluid article will

almost invariably arrest the pain in a few momenta,

and prevent subsequent vesication.

5. In dissecting Wounds and Pustules. I had

the misfortune of unconsciously scratching different

parts of my hands during a post-mortem examina-

tion. In two days not less than seven dissecting

pustules appeared on both hands. After having

used nitrate of silver, ammonia, etc., etc., without

benefit, until the glands in the axilla became pain-

ful and swollen, I resorted to carbolic acid. The
pustules ceased to spread, dried up, the inflamma-

tory areola disappeared—that was the end. Two
weeks ago the same thing occurred again. The

pustules of two days' growth were touched with car-

bolic acid once ; that was the last of them.

6. In various species of Impetigo, and particularly

of porrigo, in tinea favosa, there is no local remedy
in my experience attended with better and more

speedy results, in an inveterate case of tinea favosa,

which occurred in a patient fifteen months of age,

during dentition, having existed for nearly a year,

resisting various modes of treatment, reducing the

child by its irritative effect to a minimum of vitality,

depriving it of sleep and interfering with the diges-

tive and assimilative processes, and which had been

pronounced by several physicians, advocates of hu-

meral (humerous!) pathology, as beneficial, (be-

cause to cure the external disease would drive it in-

ward,) carbolic acid was used for three weeks and a

permanent cure effected. The mode of using the

remedy was in form of ointment, as follows ;

R. Acidi carbolici, crystal, %i.

Sod® sulphitis, J;ss.

Glycerin®, 313s.

Cerati simplicis, 311. M.

S. Ointment to be used three times a clay.

The benefit derived from this application may
have been owing partly to the sulphite of soda. But

in other incipient cases of this class I have used car-

bolic acid alone, (acid, carbol. cryst. gr. xx., glycer-

in® gss;, cerat. simpl. ^i.,) and a few days' appli-

cation proved sufficient to annihilate the trouble.

7. Mentagra, or Sycosis. Used in two cases of

barber's itch with rapid and complete success in

form of ointment, as under 6.

8. Scabies. I have employed it here with decided

success, (better success than with sulphur prepara-

tions alone) in conjunction with the latter. The

following is a good ointment

:
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3ss.

•ii. M.

R. Acid, carbol., crystal.,

Flor. sulphur.

Sodag sulphit.,

Glycerime,

Cerat. simpl.,

S. Ointment. Take a bath, or wash all over,

morning and night, and then anoint thoroughly

wherever the disease exists. The acari are generally

killed in three to five days.

14. Diarrhoea in Children. Here I have found

it of marked benefit. I give it in small doses. Car-

bolic acid has a most decided influence in arresting

fermentative action anywhere, hence also in the in-

testinal canal. 4s a matter of clinical experience I

say that I have found no combination of remedial

agents better in Cholera Infantum, in children's

diarrhoea (which, so unfortunately, under the classic

medication of kino, catechu, that abominable chalk

mixture, or worse, calomel, hydrargyrum cum creta,

rhubarb, etc., etc., terminates in exhaustion, convul-

sions or marasmus,) than the following

:

R. Pepsina?., 3ss. to^i.,
Bismutbi, sub-nit r., $ss.,

Pulv. opii. gr. 1-0 to 1-2.

Acid, carbol. gr. 1-8 to 1-2.

Quiniae sulph. gr. i to ij.

Divide in doses equates No. X.

This for a child from a year to a year and a half

©f age—a powder every two or four hours, as the

case demands. In some cases the opium is omitted,

•r bromide of potassium given in its place.

Hospital Gangrene.

De. W. H. Doughty, in an article on this sub-

ject in the Richmond and Louisville Medical Jour*
nal, says

:

If the practice of surgeons in hospital gangrene,

fee considered an index to their views as to the nat-

ural history and pathology, a single response, ap-

parently intuitive in its character, is almost uniform-

ly made to the inquiry, " How must it be treated ?"

"Burn it out" is the familiar expression of those

who, although recognizing, to a certain extent, its

constitutional features, yet act as is it could only be

eradicated by potential caustics

.

Whilst unwilling to pronounce this course repre-

hensible, we are nevertheless induced to ask if this

is the only available treatment ? We think not, and
base the opinion upon our observation during the

last year of the war, while in charge of the 2d Geor-
gia Hospital, at Augusta, Ga. By reference to our
notes, we find that between August 14th, 1864, and
January 1st

, 1805, twenty cases of hospital gangrene

were treated in its wards in the following simple

manner, with results as flattering as under any
©ther heretofore employed. It embraced a thorough

removal of the slough with the scalpel and scissors;

cleansing with tepid water by mops and the con-

tinued use of tar vjater as a local disinfectant—this,

conjoined with chalybeates, nutritious diet and free

ventilation. Of this number, ore died, who was
over 50 years of age and worn out by privation

and hardships, the disease occupying a large blister

over the sacrum (which ought never to have been
applied) its extent produced complete vital exhaus-

tion. In only one case, was an escharotic employed

—in this, there was a hard, indurated slough upon
an inflamed base. It was deemed expedient not to

use the knife for its removal as it was impossible to

define the sensitive limits of the contiguous parts.

Fifteen days form the average length of time for the

full arrest and separation of sloughs and, in the

cases reported, there was no recurrence of the in-

fection as frequently happens.

In harmony with this course was the employment
of turpentine, locally and internally, by some sur-

geons during the war—the results were* regarded as

very favorable to its exclusive use in many cases,

and we venture to remark that not the least advan-

tage derived from it was the exclusion ofpowerful

caustics. Turpentine is a good solvent for the pu-

trid slough, hastening its separation, and stimulat-

ing within safe limits the adjacent parts, and when
internally administered, exerts its peculiar beneficial

effects (not very well understood) upon the blood in

the low states of the system, and when aided by good

diet and tonics is doubtless adequate to the cure of

the disease.

Tar water, somewhat akin to this, contains solu-

ble ingredients of the original substance in small

quantities, particularly pyroligneous acid and crea-

sote, and as a simple disinfectant is very valuable.

Indeed, we found it scarcely inferior to Labarra-

que's solution, certainly not so offensive, and when
assiduously used, it corrects the effluvia so thoroughly

as to prevent the patient from detecting his own
offensiveness.

This is only one of a class of remedies capable of

fulfilling this important local indication—perhaps it

is really not superior to the chloride of sodium, per-

mangate of potassa, pyroligneous acid and creasote
;

carbolic acid, the universal favorite and rlmost

ridiculous hobby of the day, is probably the very

best. Its power to arrest putrefactive changes, local

and general, ami to destroy the " septic germs'
1 upon

which the contagiousness and virulence of the foul

malady depend, renders it peculiarly appropriate

and determines its preferred use. Coal tar has been

long known to be valuable as a disinfectant ; this

was employed during the war in hospital gangrene

with excellent effect. Its active principle, carbolic

acid, was not then available in a separate fomi,

although Prof. Stille states that "not a few have

found that it less completely corrected, than coal

tar, the foul odors of gangrenous parts, probably

because its sustained operation is more difficult to

secure."

Such, gentlemen, is the outline of a mode of treat-

ment which commends itself on account of its sim-
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plicity, painlessness and efficacy. Some of the cases

treated were severe, involving the tracts of balls

through limbs and exposing large surfaces. They

were not selected ones, but embrace all received dur-

ing the time specified. We are indebted for the

suggestion to Prof. Dugas, whose known conserva-

tism tends always to simplicity in practice.

We append the following record of amputations

performed for hospital gangrene, with their results :

Cuse 1. Private L. L., Co. C, first bat. Georgia

sharp-shooters
;
employed as nurse at field infirma-

ry; hospital gangrene contracted by inoculation,

J

affecting second and third phalanges of little finger

;

amputated at metacarlo-phalangeal articulation,

August 12th, 1863; stump heaped kindly ; no recur-

rence of gangrene.

Case 2. Private W. J. M., Co. F., 41st X. C.

regiment; received flesh wound (V. S.) September

19th, 1863, at Chickamauga ; October 4th, gangrene

reported, alternately exposing about five inches of

tibia and fibula ; constitutional condition so bad as

to determine amputation at point of election, below

the knee, October 7th. Gangrene returned on 11th

October. Died October 20th from pyaemia.

Case. 3. Private J. W. W., Co. K., 30th Mississip-

pi regiment
;
gunshot fracture of forearm and aim

(right), received September 19th, 1863, at Chicka-

mauga; both wounds gangrenous when admitted.

October 8th, amputation through the deltoid. Octo-

ber 13, stump dressed and reported in good condi-

tion ; October 14th, died at 8 a. m., in a protracted

chill, doubtless pyremic, although there was no ap-

pearance of gangrene about the stump.

Case 4. Private J. W. McC, Co. G., 18th Texas
regiment; admitted with Y. *S. of right forearm

(near the elbow) and arm (near the shoulder), re-

ceived 19th September, 1863, at Chickamauga ; both

wounds became gangrenous with most extensive

i sloughing and intense constitutional depression ; am-

(

putation at shoulder joint deemed expedient; per-

i formed October 13th; October 19th gangrene re-

ported ; died 25th from pysemia.

Case 5. Private J. P., Co. D., 45th Mississippi

regiment
;
gunshot fracture of forearm, ball entering

i near the wrist and emerging at the elbow; intense

inflammation; threatening mortification. This was

!

partially subdued by irrigation, when on 10th Octo-

ber, 1863, hospital gangrene appeared ; on 14th am-
putated at middle third of arm ; 19th gangrene reap-

pears ; 26th gangrene disappears
;
stump now granu-

lating
;
patient subsequently fnrloughed.

Case 6. Private R. L. L, Co. C, 25th Georgia
regiment, V. S., of left forearm and wrist, ball pas-

sing through the wrist-joint
;
gangrenous on 12th

October; 16th October amputation at lower third of

arm ; infiltration having extended nearly to the

elbow joint ; October 19th gangrene recurred ; Oc-
tober 27th it has disappeared again

;
stump in good

condition
;
patient recovered and subsequently fur*

loughed.

Remarks.- As far as the cases seen by me go,

they authorize the following general conclusions,

viz : ,

1st. After amputation for hospital gangrene, the

almost uniform recurrence of the disease in the

stump may be expected within seven or eight days.

Possible exceptions exist in such cases as may be

traced to direct inocculation (as case I), where the

general infection is presumably less.

2d. In fatal cases pyaemia is the apparent proxi-

mate cause of death.

3d. Notwithstanding its recurrence, the mortality

scarcely exceeds that from secondary amputations

of equivalent parts in military surgery, the disease

being still amenable to treatment.

4th. Amputation, therefore, may be regarded as

an ultimate resource, in suitable cases, which pre-

mises something more than negative results ; actu-

ally improving the chances of recovery in the face

of a return of the disease. Hence is both legitimate

and conservative.

Two out of the five major operations performed

recovered, and when we remember that the condi-

tions which determine the removal of a limb for

hospital gangrene are even more desperate than

those under which secondary amputations for

wounds are ordinarily resorted to, the result really

appreciates the practice.

It may be proper to state, also, that the patients

were retained in hospital after being operated upon

and subjected to the same general conditions of treat-

ment as before.

On the use of Starchy Food for Infants.

At the meeting of the Obstetrical Society, of Lon-

don, July 7, (Medical Times and Gazette,) a paper

was read by Dr. Sclby Norton,oii Teething.

In this paper the author advocated the opinion

that the maladies usually attributed to teething

aie due to the wide-spread and unphysiological

practice of feeding infants on starch foods. He
showed that starch was non-digestible by the

infant stomach, partly because no minute division

of the starch granules could be effected in the in-

fant's mouth, and partly because, from the mode of

feeding, the greater part, at all events, of the starch

is passed at once into the infant's stomach without

being rendered soluble by the ptyalin of the saliva.

The diseases usually ascribed to teething—diarrhoea,

convulsions, and bronchitis—in the author's expe-

rience never occurred in a naturally fed child ;
and,

on the other hand, they occurred sometimes in the

first month, where the teeth obviously could exer-

cise no baneful influence, and they occurred, too,

when the gums were quite cool and natural. After

considering these diseases at some length, and show-
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iog how.often they could be directly traced to the

irritation of bowel produced by starch food, he con-

cluded by condemning altogether farinaceous food

for infants, and advocating the sole use of cow's

milk diluted with water.

Dr. T. Ballard said he was pleased to see some one

come forward to support the "heretical" doctrine

that teething was not a cause of infants' disease—

a

doctrine he had advocated many years ago. While

so far, however, agreeing with the author of the

paper just read, he could not coincide in his view

that starch was such a patent cause of disorder. He
did not think starch, per se, was harmful, though of

course, it was not a substance on which an infant

could be reared. With respect to the general sub-

ject of infant mortality, he thought that practical

good would result from the inquiry if the Society

could agree upon some formula of dietary for gen-

eral recommendation of a simple and intelligible

character. He would also lay much stress not only

upon the importance of sufficient food, but on the

imror ance of not allowing the bowels to act more

than twice in the twenty-four hours. This could

be effected by attention to the mode of giving the

fool; by not allowing an infant to suck without ob-

taining the food it craves, or to suck too hard to

obtain it. In either case the bowels became dis-

turbed, and diarrhoea was the result. Should this

occur while the child is at the breast, the too fre-

quent motions indicate the necessity of some supple-

mentary feeding; or, if the infant be fed entirely

from the bottle, there is probably some delect in its

construction or action. Where maternal milk, in

sufficient quantity, could be obtained, of course no

other food was requisite. Next to this came the

milk of some other animal, and, where circumstances

required it, to this might be added some preparation

of wheaten flour.

Dr. Phillips considered it injudicious to give any

farinaceous food to an infant under six months old.

The practice was as physiologically incorrect as it

was practically found to be hurtful. The paper read

had not convinced him that no evils were ever caused

by teething ; but he quite believed that the evil ef-

fects ascribed to teething were often caused or in-

creased by improper feeding. At the Children's

Hospital, instructions " How to bring up Babies,"

had been distributed with the best effect.

Dr. Brunton said that he also objected in toto to

giving a child farinaceous food up to six or eight

months. Up to that age, where suckling could not

be carried out, he gave cow's milk and water, sweet-

ened, increasing the proportion of milk as the child

grew older.

Dr. Routh said that on no point was there more

evidence than against the use of starch for infants

before they had teeth. For—1. The assimilation

of starch depended on its conversion into sugar by

the saliva, but infants secreted no saliva for the first

two or three months ; 2. In infants dying after the

use of starchy food, examination showed that it

passed through the alimentary canal unchanged;

3. The alimentary canal of a baby, was that ofa car-

nivorous animal \ 4. The food supplied to purely

herbivorous animals recently bom was animal,

Ergo, starchy food should not be given to infants

until, at all events, the appearance of teeth. He
could not agree with the recommendation of cow's

milk diluted with water, as a good food for infants.

The milk, before it was purchased, was generally

watered, deficient in cream, acid, and wanting in

sugar of milk. If used at all, it must be mixed with

lime-water, and sugar of milk added in the propor-

tion of half to one ounce of lime-water, and a tea-

spoonful of sugar of milk to every half-pint of milk,

with one third water. It should be begun early,

even from birth, in all cases where it was clear be-

forehand that the mother could not nurse long. The
idea that it was wrong to mix two milks was falla-

cious, and his experience had proved to him that

the earlier it was begun the more readily the child's

stomach bore it, and in nine cases out of ten a child

so prepared could be weaned readily and with safety.

To one other point only would he refer—the congre-

gation of infants in nurseries. This was a most

dangerous practice. The atmosphere generated un-

der these conditions was most baneful, probably

from the quantity of ammonia generated from the

urine, as well as sulphuretted hydrogen and other

noxious gases from the stools. Children required air,

and pure air especially. Their respiration was more

rapid than adults. Such congregation of infants,

was always, therefore, a great cause of infant mor-

tality. Malignant thrush, muguet, and contagious

diseases spread like fire in such atmospheres.

Watermelon.

S. G. Weber, M. D., Boston, in the Medical and

Surgical Journal of that city, says

;

I do not find that people generally look upon wa-
termelon as a desirable article of food when the

bowels are loose. Several cases have come to my
notice where that fruit seemed to be of benefit. Any
one who has indulged in it may have observed its

powerful diuretic properties, which are not depend-

ent upon the amount of water ingested, for the same

amount of clear water does not cause so copious an

evacuation ofm ine.

This diuretic property of the fruit is an indication

in favor of its use. The fruit is also notoriously

cooling and refreshing. May it not derive this qual-

ity, and also its diuretic power, from a vegetable

acid or salt, by virtue of which it has a general seda-

tive action.

What has been said refers to the ripe fruit in good

condition ; if it is not perfectly ripe, or if fermenta-

tion has commenced, of course injurious consequen-

ces may follow its use. Also the largest melon is

the best, if it is ripe and fresh. A generous supply



September^ 1869.] Reviews and Book Notices, 201

is necessary to obtain the curative effect. In two or

three cases which have come to my knowledge, the

fruit was eaten ad libitum. One of these, a gentle-

man, is in the habit, when troubled in summer with

a commencing diarrhoea, of eating largely of the best

and largest watermelon he can find ; he says it inva-

riably checks the diarrhoea, which afterwards gives

him no more trouble.

A lady had suffered from a diarrhoea, which was

growing worse ; she had decided to take medicine in

the afternoon. At dinner she eat watermelon, and

thought no more of the diarrhoea. She had one pas-

sage after dinner, eat watermelon again at tea, and

was afterwards entirely free. Usually, she says, it

i s necessary for her to take medicine,

i A medical friend mentioned to me that he had

?een the beneficial effects of watermelon in his own
ixperience.

Will others give an account of their experience in

JMs respect, or try the value of this remedy. It

ivould certainly be one of the pleasantest medicines

,ve could prescribe to tell our patients to eat as much
ivatermelon as they desire. Would it not, too, be a

•efreshing and beneficial diet in cases of fever or

^everishness ? We give lemonade and neutral salts,

];vhy not give watermelon ?

The Use of Obstetric Instruments.
1 Dr. Thomas Savage, Professor of Comparative

matomy in Queen's College, Birmingham, says, in

!

lie British Medical Journal:

It seems remarkable that, until quite recently, so

;w practitioners should have advocated the more
•equent use of the forceps in midwifery, except in

ifficult cases, such as the older writers describe.

Ir. Steele of Liverpool, Dr. Hardy of Manchester,

nd Dr. Swayne, in the Journal of May 29th, have

iven the results of their experience, which is de-

idedly in favor of their use in cases where, as Mr.

teele says, " The second stage of labor ceases to be

lively progressive, excepting, of course, when
mtraction or distortion of the pelvis necessitated

irning or craniotomy, or where the os uteri is only

initially dilated, and at the same time undilatable."

ij own experience, though limited, is so decidedly

l favor of this practice, that I am induced to record

\
f The following table will show my practice :

&4, out of 73 labors forceps were used 3 times or 1 in 2i%
15, '« 154 " " 15 " or 1 in 10^
66, *• 173 « " 18 " orlin 9^
67, « 203 " " 37 " or 1 in 5%
68, « 204 " " 31 " or 1 in 6%

807 104

And out of these 807 cases, five children were still-

>rn ; and one maternal death occurred from puer-

•ral fever, which was, as far as could be seen, in

) wise traceable to the means used to accomplish

:livery. In comparison with this, I may give the

atistics of the Royal Maternity Charity, as quoted

by Dr. Ramsbotham, where, out of 48,996 deliver-

ies, forceps, long and short, were used 73 times, or

once in 671.2 cases ; and out of these 73 applications?

15, or 1 in 4.05, children were still-born, thereby

showing that their use was not resorted to until the

head had been for a long time subjected to excessive

pressure. In none ofmy cases have I found any ill

effects afterwards, such as laceration of the soft

parts, or extensive rupture of the perinaeum, etc,

;

and I cannot but think that more children would

have been still-born if instrumental aid had not been

forthcoming. The occipit-posterior presentation ap-

pears to offer most difficulty in effecting ; delivery

;

and Tyler Smith says that in these cases the head
should be slowly rotated during the process of ex-

traction, so as to bring the vertex towards the pubic

arch, and thus convert them into occipitoanterior

presentations ; a proceeding which, to myself, has

seemed very easy in a diagram, but to be attended

with some difficulty in practice.

Reviews and Book Notices.

Across the Atlantic. Letters from Frai*ce 9>

Switzerland, Germany, Italy, and England. By
Charles H. Haeseler, M. D. Philadelphia: Ji.B..

Peterson &Bro. I vol., cloth. 8vo. pp. 397.

Dr. Haeseler made his visit to the old world in .

1867, and saw most of those sights which have so

much interest for all educated Americans. He de-

scribes them, and narrates in a pleasing and humor-

ous manner his adventures. To be sure, adven-

tures nowadays have become tame things in com-

parison with those of the good old times when a dis-

tressed damsel or a fierce dragon awaited:the errant

knight at e\ ery turn of the road. But a fair share

of what such things there are, seems to have. • befal-

len our author, and his descriptions are- vivid. Evi-

dently he enjoyed himself in his European tour, and
we hope many others may do the same in reading

his account of it.

Dr. Heyfelder, formerly Professor of

Clinical Surgery in the University of Erlangen, has

lately died at St. Petersburg, where he held the office

of consulting-surgeon of the military hospitals of

that city. He was also a Councillor of State to the

Czar. Dr. Heyfelder was the author of works on

the diseases of children, from observations made at

the Children's Hospital in Paris (1825) ; on suicide

in its medico-legal aspect (1829) ; on cholera (1832);

on the mineral waters of Wurtemburg, Baden, Al-

satia, and the Yosges (1840) ; on the inhalation of

ether and chloroform (1848-9) ; and on resectiors

and amputations (1859). He was also engaged in

various medico-legal missions on the rarfc of the

Russian Government, and made a report on the

medical organization of the Prussian Army during

the last war in Germany.
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g^- Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,

News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

Tation, will be liberally paid for.

i^~To insure publication, articles must be -practical,

brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

"We particularly value the practical experience of coun-

try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

TO SUBSCRIBERS.

The 21st volume of the Medical and Sur-

gical Reporter began on July 3rd. A
large number of subscriptions are due from

that date, arid we look to a prompt response

to the bills already sent out and being sent.

—

Our bills always call for PAYMENT IN AD-

VANCE.

"We can still supply a few complete sets or

volumes from the commencement, bound or un-

bound. They should be applied for soon, as

they will soon be exhausted.

THE RESULTS OF SENSATIONAL NEWS-
PAPER-WRITING, AND MEDDLESOME
LEGISLATION.

A few days ago a horrible occurrence took
place in this city. A father was deliberately

shot down and killed by his son. The latter

was insane, but not to such a degree but that

he lived with his family.

One of our most widely circulated dailies,

referring to this terrible incident, speaks edi-

torially as follows :

The journals almost every day teem with accounts
of suicides and murders by lunatics who have been
allowed to remain at large, or are subjected only to

the restraints of home, who, if placed under proper
treatment in a well-conducted establishment, might
have been thoroughly restored to usefulness in a short
time. No considerations of mistaken pride, or mis-
taken kindness, or fear of " what the world will

say," should constrain the families of those thus af-

flicted to allow them to be at large, for their liberty

is not only a peril to themselves and those connected
with them, but to the whole community.

This has quite a different tone from these

same journals a year ago, when the hue and
cry about " Lettres de Oachet " was raised in

an unscrupulous sensation monthly, and honest
physicians were prosecuted and blackguarded
for doing their best to protect society against

just such assaults by insane persons.

When the public eats sour grapes, why do

they find it so strange that their teeth are set

on edge? If they sew the wind, what can
they expect to reap but the whirlwind? If

they countenance the persecution of skilled

experts in insanity, if they throw obstacles in

the way of sending the insane to hospitals, if

they interfere with the physician when doing

his duty, they must expect to turn the madmen
loose on themselves, and need not complain
nor feel surprised at the greater insecurity of

life which is the consequence.

And we take this opportunity with pleas-

ure to record a marked improvement of late

in the tone of a portion of the public press.

Less than a year ago a sensational daily of

this City slanderously charged one of the edi-

tors of this journal with receiving bribes for

certificates and testimony as an expert in

cases of insanity. "We then took occasion o

point out the danger to the community of such

a course as was being pursued by many news-

papers at that time. It would be an interest-

ing and fair subject of inquiry as to how many
lives haye been lost as the result of the pub-

lication of the sensational article " Lettres de

Cachet " in the Atlantic Monthly, of May, 1868.

"We should be sorry to be responsible for the

injury done by that article.

For awhile the New York Tribune was car-

ried away by the hue and cry raised by that

article ; but one of its editors was induced to

patiently and intelligently investigate the sub-

ject, since which time that paper has pursued •

a rational course on the subject, condemning

real abuses, when such are known to exist,

but showing an appreciation of the responsi-

bilities attendant on the management of the

insane. The Tribune has contained several

items recently, from which we extract the fol-

lowing, which we commend to the notice of

the general reader

:

" The favorite sensation for the last year has been
Lunatic Asylums, and a great deal of sympathy has
been expended upon various unhappy patients who,
in full possession of their faculties, have been con-
signed to Bedlam by mercenary relatives and venal
doctor's. Whatever may be said of the merits of in-

dividual cases, there can be little question that in

some States the laws are lax enough to allow com-
mitment to mad-houses without good evidence of
insanity; but it is a curious coincidence that just

while one of our courts is besought for the release of

a patient said to be wrongly held at Bloomingdale,

we have two awful lessons in the danger of permit-
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ting insane persons to be wrongfully at large. Bruen,

who murdered Mr. Buck, at Succasunna Plains, a

few days ago, had been known for five years as a

dangerous lunatic, whom it was necessary some-
times to lock up, yet he was allowed to go at liberty.

The man who shot Mrs. Hobbs on Wednesday, in

Boston was notoriously insane, and had once before

attempted the homicide which he at last accomplished,

and bad been for a season locked up in consequence,

The question may well arise, whether the relatives

or friends who leave such dangerous characters to

shoot people whenever they feel like it, are not as

guilty as the man who turns a mad dog loose into

the street. Perhaps there is more need of a law to

enforce the restraint of lunatics, than to insure the

liberty of the sane."

Again

:

" Another sad evidence reaches us of the worse
than folly of keeping lunatics out of the asylum.
Henry Johnson, of Leominster, " being slightly de-

ranged," his friends thought it enough to lock him
up every night in his chamber. But this chamber
had a window, through which the unfortunate and
ill-treated—most inhumanly treated—man found
egress, and running at once to a neighboring pond,
committed suicide by drowning. We see little use

iu building and endowing lunatic asylums if the

natural protectors of those needing such retreats for

their own safety will thus, with fool-hardy benevo-

lence, assume the responsibility of keeping the in-

sane at home in many cases, thus precluding all hope
of cure. But poor Henry Johnson is cured now !"

And a few days subsequently :

"It is painful, when one looks even cursorily into

the newspapers for such cases, to find how many
persons of unsound mind are still retained at home
by their friends, instead of being sent to an asylum
for the best medical treatment, in most instances

with a reasonable chance of cure. Here in Butler

county, Ohio, is one Thomas Kerwood advertised

for, he having ' wandered from his home.' He is de-

scribed as ' of unsound mind, and totally incapable

of taking care of himself.' He has been gone four

weeks, and a diligent search for him has been fruit-

less. Of course, the chances for his being still alive

are not great, yet he might have been placed in a po-

sition of perfect safely, and tenderly and constantly

cared for. Even while we are writing, another illus-

tration of the fatal laxity with which the insane are

restrained comes to our notice. At Brookfield,

Mass., on the 13th inst., Mrs. Brown committed sui-

cide, taking her infant child with her into the water,

both mother and child being drowned. Here are two
lives gone, both of which might have been saved,

one of them being that of a babe absolutely depend-
ent upon the care and tenderness of others for exist-

ence. The officers of the law are usually extreme-
ly unwilling to interfere in such cases, particularly

when the afflicted is of respectable family ; but if

this evil goes on much longer it will be necessary to

treat lunacy once more as a quasi crime.
" Observe for another instance the case of Mrs. M.

C. Young, of Nashua, 1ST. H. This lady, described

as ' estimable,' was subject to fits of epilepsy, which
are well known to have a suicidal tendency. She
often avowed her intention of committing suicide,

and last Friday, having procured an ounce of lauda-
num, she effected the purpose which she had avowed.
She is much lamented, having been a lady worthy of
general esteem. The proper place for her was in an
asylum, and if she had been sent to such an estab-

lishment she would probably be living now—not

in good health, perhaps, since her disease was nearly
incurable, but capable during life of a certaia

amount of enjoyment."

And finally, for the present—for, as the

Tribune intimates above—there is no end to

these cases, if the attention is called to them.

We have little doubt but, take the country

through, one could be recorded for eyevy day

of the year. The Tribune says :

" Once more we have to call attention to gross neg-
ligence in the case of an insane person. While a lu-

natic named James Hurley was being taken, last

Fridav, from West Koxbury, Mass., to the Taunton
Asylum, he jumped from the train, the wheels of the
car passed over his legs, and his injuries were so
great that he lived only thirty minutes after their in-

fliction. We do not propose to insult the reader by
arguing that this unfortunate man might have beea
safely transported. So much we assume as a mat-
ter of course. It follows that those having the pa-
tient in charge were unfit for their business, and
should never, either by public or private authority,

be intrusted with the care of a lunatic again."

DEAN SWIFT AND DARWIN.
The biographer of Swift declares that the

latter, after failing in his effort for church pre-

ferment, withdrew in dignified retirement, and
devoted eight hours a day for some seven years

to reading somewhat indiscriminately what-

ever happened to come in his way. Among
other things he at times showed a partiality,

for natural history and medicine. That he

succeeded in the latter Ins disquisition on mad-
ness is a tolerable proof, and that he knew
something of the former his humorous idea of

progressive development ought to be a suffi-

cient evidence.

It is a curious fact, which up to the present

we believe has excited no special comment,
that the worthy Dean of St. Patrick's, in one

of his many freaks of grotesque humor, has

given a wonderfully apt exposition of the the-

ory of progressive development as expounded

at the present day by Darwin.

Unless Darwin believes with Huxley that

all fine writing, unless confined within the

narrow bounds of objective science, is " Lit-

erary caterwauling," he has probably refreshed

himself «,t times from his exhausting labors

with Swift's inimitable satires, but we would

scarcely dare to venture the opinion, or even

the remotest shade of suspicion, that he was at

all indebted to the author of Gulliver's travels

for the leading idea of his work. It simply

shows that the preacher " was not a great

ways from the truth when he exclaimed that

there was nothing remarkably fresh under the

sun." We need not, therefore, be surprised
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if Swift, in his droll way, anticipated what is

now by many regarded as the most exact the-

ory concerning the origin of species. We refel*

our readers to the Dean's essay upon the" mej

chanical operation of the spirit," from which

we take the following extract, and leave them

to draw their own conclusions. Speaking of

the distinction between an effect of nature and

one of art, he says, " Besides, there is many
an operation which, in its original, was barely

an artifice ; but through a long succession of ages,

hath grown to be natural. Hippocrates tells

us, that among our ancestors, the Scythians,

there was a nation called Long-heads, (macro-

cephali,) which at first began by a custom,

among mid-wives and nurses, of moulding and

squeezing and bracing up the heads of infants

;

by wThich means nature, shut out at one pas-

sage, was forced to seek another, and finding

room above, shot upwards in the form of a

sugar-loaf; and being diverted that way for some

generations, at last found it out of herself, need-

ing no assistance from the nurse's hand. This

was the original of the Scythian Long-heads
;

and thus did custom, from being a second na-

ture, proceed to be a first. To all which there

is. something very analagous among us of this

nation, who are the undoubted posterity of

this refined people. For, in the age of our

fathers, there rose a generation of men in this

island, called Round-heads, whose race is now
spread over three kingdoms, yet in its begin-

ning was merely an operation of art, produced

by a pair of scissors, a squeeze of the face, and

a black cap. These heads, thus formed into

a perfect sphere, in all assemblies were most

exposed to the view of the female sex ; which

did influence their conceptions so effectually

that nature at last took the hint, and did it of
herself. So that a Round-head has been ever

since as familiar a sight among us as a Long-

head among the Scythians."

Professor Purkynje, of the University

of Prague, died on July 28th, in Ms eighty-second

year. His name lias been for many years honorably

kno\*n in connection with the advance of physiologi-

cal science. His funeral was attended by deputa-

tions from Breslau, Agram, Brunn, and Vienna, by

the municipal body of Prague, by representatives of

the University and of other bodies, and by a large

concourse of people. Before his funeral, his body,

clothed in black, was exposed to view for a day in

the lecture-hall of the Physiological Institution. On
the day of his death, a diploma raising him to the

rank cf a Knight of the Austrian Empire was sent

to him from Vienna—an honor given too late.

Notes and Comments.

barney Hospital, Boston, Mass-

The Medical and Surgical Staff of this institution

have issued a circular stating its claims upon the

benevolence of the community. The Consulting

Board consists of Doctors H. I. Bowditch, Winslow
Lewis, C. G. Putnam, M. K. Hartnett, D. McB*
Thaxter, and H. R. Storer. The members of the

Visiting Board are Doctors Hugh Ferguson, F. B.

Greenough, F. I. Knight, S. W. Langmaid, S< Gr.

Webber, and John Homans. The appeal says :

The hospital was built by funds given by the late

Andrew Carney, Esq., who intended to have i^roperly

laid out the grounds around it and to have sufficiently

endowed it. Unfortunately Mr. Carney died with-

out doing so. The hospital, therefore, remains in

debt, causing great anxiety and labor to the excellent

Sisters of Charity who devote themselves to it. The
hospital is finely situated on the brow of Mt. Wash-
ington Heights in South Boston, overlooking the

city and its adjacent harbor, and also commanding
extensive views of the neighbouring country.

It has several large wards and many private rooms,

in which latter any regular physician in the city can

attend his patients as he would in a hotel, subject of

course to the rules of the institution. In addition

to the wards for acute and chronic diseases and

surgical cases, there is also a lying-in ward and one

for children. The hospital is not strictly a Catholic

institution, although under the fostering care of the

Sisters of Charity. Every patient, by the express

will of the founder, has a perfect liberty to see

clergymen of any denomination he or she may
choose.

It has been open since June, 1863, but only in the

new parts since 1868. Six hundred and sixty-five

patients have been under treatment. Forty is the

average number now under its care. The Sisters in

attendance will always be happy to show the ar-

rangements of the house to those who may wish to

visit it, and if any one feels disposed to contribute

to its means of usefulness, communication may be

held with either member of the Consulting or Visit-

ing Board.

Insanity in California.

As an illustration of the prevalence of insanity on

the Pacific coast, a correspondent states that on the

2d inst. no less than four men were sent to the lu-

natic asylum, and adds :
" Californians live contin-

uously in a perfect whirl of feverish excitement, en-

during an amount of wear and tear of body and

brains not equaled in Wall street itself. There are

few old Californians to be found who have not been

rich and poor again at least a half dozen times, and

most of them are poor now."
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Boston Physicians.

A correspondent of the California Medical Gazette

says : The Boston Directory for 1869, which has just

been issued, contains the names of 303 physicians,

members of the Massachusetts Medical Society
; 40,

members of the Massachusetts Homoepathic Medical

Society ; 11, members of the Massachusetts Eclectic

Medical Society
; 76, who attire themselves in female

garments, and 200 " other physicians." One of this

latter class delights himself in the title of " analytic

physician ; " another practices " naturopathy ;

" an-

other goes it upon " equalizing " principle—this may

be supposed to refer to pockets ; another strengthens

weak finances by the " Swedish Movement Cure,"

the word movement, probably, indicating frequent

change of residence ; another is a " magnogethist,"

and still another is satisfied to proclaim his merits

in good old plain English as a " bone setter." Many

of the apothecaries also transcend the legitimate

limits of their vocation and furnish advice and drugs

at a slight advance upon the regular charges for the

medicines furnished. The city, including the newly

acquired districts of Roxbury and Dorchester-end,

—none of the practitioners of the healing art referred

to in the above statistics preside in these districts-

contains about 230,000 inhabitants. Probably one

half of this number receive gratuitous medical ad-

vice, one half of the remainder employ Homeopa-

thists, Eclectics, and others outside of the pale of the

regular profession, leaving the latter less than 200

paying persons to each Physician.

Liquor Selling by Druggists.

We have, on several occasions, spoken of the well-

known fact that some druggists carry their wine and

liquor selling propensities " for medicinal purposes

only," to an extent that should render them liable to

the penalties of selling liquors without license. A
correspondent of the Independent—one of our most

valued exchanges writing from—Michigan in the in-

terest of temperance, says

:

An incident of a few days since illustrates the

proclivities of our apothecaries. An urchin of some

six summers and a jug came into a prominent dry-

goods store, and the lad called for a gallon of whisky.

""Whisky!" exclaimed the astonished clerk, "we
don't keep it. Who sent you ?" " Mr. ," nam-

ing a well-known rum-seller. " Where did he send

you?" continued the clerk. "To ."naming a

firm of druggists—temperance men and church-

members. "Ah, indeed!" said he of the tapes.

" You are in the wrong pew." The lad was soon

righted, however, and the jug was filled. While

things are
t

thus, need one wonder that intemperance

holds its own. When rum drinkers can get their

daily drams at respectable (?) drug-stores need one

be surprised that drunkards exist ? When rum-sell-

ers supply their bars from the cellars of druggists is

it at all strange that the public has not spirit enough

to enforce the prohibitory law against these same
rum-sellers ? It would only improve the apotheca-

ries' retail trade by decreasing the opposition.

Praiseworthy Action.

At a meeting of the Adams County Medical So-

ciety, at Quincy, Illinois, on the 9th of August, a
resolution was passed and forwarded to the- editors of

the local papers, which is worthy of praise and imi-

tation. It was as follows:

Whereas, The publication of accidents and surgical

operations in the daily prints, connected with the name
of the medical attendant, may injure his standing in the
profession, and subject him to censure, by creating the
presumption that he has, in violation of the code, reported
the case for publication, therefore,

Resolved, That the editors in this city be specially re-

quested to omit the name of the attending physician or

surgeon—if a member of this society—in every case of ac»

cident or disease they may see fit to publish.

We like this, and it is done in the right spirit-
.

Excision of Hip in Morbus Coxarius.

At a meeting of the Michigan State Medical Soci-

ety last June, the following resolution was adopted:

Resolved, That Dr. Henry F. Lyster, of Detroit, be ap-
pointed a Committee of one to prepare a report on the

operation of Excision of the Hip Joint, with especial ref-

erence to the statistical results, and that he be empowered
to have blanks printed at the expense of the Society, to

be sent to all surgeons who have recently performed the

operation, in order that this report may embrace informa-

tion that cannot be found in books and journals.

Dr. Lyster will be glad to receive information

from any one who has performed the operation, and
is prepared to furnish blanks for the purpose.

Another Impostor.
A fellow calling himself "Dr. Mott, of Philadel-

phia," is imposing on the people of Vevay, Rising Sun,

and other villages in Indiana, pretending to be a
graduate of the Jefferson Medical College of this city

and distributing a recommendation signed by the

professors of that college.

We are authorized to say that no such person was
ever at the Jefferson College, that the recommenda-
tion is a fraud and a forgery, and that Dr. Mott is an
impudent imposter and charlatan.

Dr. McClellan.
Dr. Henry M. McClellan, one of the leading phy-

sicians and most esteemed citizens of York, Pa.,

died suddenly on Saturday evening, August 14, at 1
o'clock. The day previous he was attending to his

professional duties apparently in good health, but at

an early hour on Saturday morning he was attacked

with apoplexy, and remained insensible until death

ensued. His remains, followed to the grave by a

large concourse of citizens, were interred at the

Presbyterian grave-yard on Monday evening last at

half past five o'clock.
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FOREIGN.

London, July SI, I860.
!

Sir William Ferguson.
Eds. Medical and Surgical Reported:

It was my privilege to-day to see the man who is

conceded to be the coolest and most dexterous oper

ator in Europe, if not in tlie world—Sir William Fer-

guson, Sen. Surgeon of King's College Hospital. The
j

medical profession throughout America are so well I

informed as to the skill and success which has ren-
j

dered him so noted as a brilliant operator, as well as
j

the wisdom and facility with which he has moved his
!

pen as a writer, that I will not dwell on these points. :

But Isuppose not one out of each hundred of the read-
j

ers of the Reporter has ever seen, or ever will see
j

the man. I will, therefore, give him a very brief

pen sketch. He came into the operating theater at
j

'3 o'clock, p. in., during an operation for varicocele,

by Mr. H. Smith, Assistant Surgeon.

As soon as he entered the theater all eyes were

upon him, as the word, in suppressed tone,

went round the seats, "Sir William." (I mention

this to show in what estimation he is held here.)

It is proper to remark that this sensation, when he

arrives, is not confined to foreign students or physi-

cians, who may be present, but involves residents of

London. He was dressed in grey-mixed pants and

vest, blue frock coat and ruffled shirt bosom. He
stands at least six feet, well proportioned ; head

large ; forehead high ; great prominence over eyes,

which are keen and piercing black ; lias silvery curl-

ing locks, but quite bald on top of the head; nose

large, slightly aquiline ; countenance pleasant, and

beaming with intelligence. His gait deliberate but

natural.

Handing him my card, as is the custom for for-

eigners, he gave me a hearty Scotch grasp of the

hand, saying "I am always glad to see American
physicians."

His cases to-day were not of much interest in

themselves, but were of great interest to me because

they afforded an opportunity to see this great mas-
ter manipulate.

Case 1. A woman who had suffered severely of

puerperal fever seventeen months ago ; now has al-

most complete anchylosis of the left shoulder joint,

from adventitious deposit. The limbs almost useless,

as the adhesions are very firm. General health now-

good. She was chloroformed, and Sir William man-
ipulated until pretty free use of the joint, in all di-

rections, was obtained.

Case 2. A girl, aged 24, has suffered for four

years of stricture of the rectum about the sphincter

and above. Has resisted all treatment, so that now
a small groove director can barely be passed. There
is exteusive fibrous deposits in posterior wall of rec-

1 turn. The poor girl also suffers of hemorrhoidal tu-

j

mors.

Operation.—The index finger introduced and the

anterior Avail of rectum pushed out of the way, a

common bistoury.was boldly thrust in and the stric-

ture lacerated till a rectal bougie of large size could

be freely passed. Then the hemorrhoidal tumors,

.

some of which were internal, and others external,

were drawn out and clipped off, without ligating.

A sponge tampon was applied with bandage.

All the movements of this distinguished surgeon ,

are without apparent effort, or display : and yet his

results are singularly rapid.

After his operation, he addressed the gentlemen

present briefly as to the cases. His style as a speaker

is exceedingly plain and simple—" conversational"

expresses it exactly—and I am informed that he

never departs from this style. The Scotch accent is

also very manifest.

He came to Kings College Hospital to fill the

chair of the lamented Mr. Liston, his former pre-

ceptor. The position was, however, filled for a

time after the death of Mr. Liston by another emi-

nent Edinburgh Surgeon.

Sir William was made a Baronet recently by the

Crown, in acknowledgment of his distinguished pro-

fessional attainment. He is proprietor of a landed

estate in his native Scotland.

Mr. Wood, another Surgeon connected with King's

College, operated to-day for non-unite 3 fracture of

the ulna. He exposed the ends of the bones, and

showed that there was muscular and membranous

deposits between them, which must forever preclude

possibility of union. He sawed extremities of frag-

ments off, drilled and wired them, which is the pro-

cedure always resorted to here with bones that are

moveable, especially—and as Mr. Wood claims with

almost uniform success. The lower fragment was

held during the drilling with a pair of Furgison's

iron forceps. Mr. Wood is the author of a valuable

new work on diseases of the rectum—and the origi-

nator of a noted and exceedingly ingenious opera-

tion for the radical cure of hernia.

I shall go up into the Switzerland mountains for

a week or so—thence to Paris—from which I shall

probably return to London—and will try and give

more next time. Beamy.

DOMESTIC.

Poisoning by Mushroom.
Eds. Med. and SuRg. Reporter:

I lately met with a singular and interesting case

of poisoning by a kind of Musliroom, which on ac-

count of its rarity and peculiar symptoms or effects,

I have deemed worthy of presenting to your many
readers.

The victims were two children, aged 10 and 12

years. They had collected a large quantity of dark
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brown or black looking mushrooms which grows in

wet manured gardens, or on old rotten stumps or

logs, and after stewing them, they ate quite heartily.

They Mrere eaten at five o'clock in the afternoon,

and that evening about eight o'clock, the parents
1 were surprised to see their son act like one with

i

u Mania-a-potu," screaming snakes, seeing them on

the bed, the wall and floor, shrinking and crouch-

ing behind his father to get out of their way. (Jet-

ting worse and impossible to pacify, the father sent

for me in a great hurry. Before reaching the house,

r 1 heard the boy screaming with all his might, the

neighbors in a state of great excitement over the

i case—suggesting this, that, and the other, and when

I I stepped in I found the boy looking wild and fran-

tic—his father, a strong man, doing his best to hold

] him. His vision was distorted, pupils slightly di-

lated, delirious, and a singular horror and fear of

snakes, lasting for two or three hours. The stomach

! seemed to be completely paralized, the milder eme-

tics producing no impression.

I gave at first, large doses of Ipecac with warm
water, then Tartar Emetic without producing emesis.

Finally, a large dose of Zinci Sulphas was adminis-

s tered, followed by copious vomiting, the patients

discharging each over a pint of black mushrooms,

I which had the appearance of having undergone no

change, although they had been eaten four or five

1 hours previously. The awful horror of snakes in

:
I both cases wras very remarkable—the patients im-

I agining them on their bodies, crawling over them,

i ! The amount of screaming, shrinking, shuddering,

and kicking, was perfectly appalling to witness. In

a half hour after vomiting, they were almost en-

tirely relieved of those dreadful symptoms.

When I left the house, all was quiet, I having or-

] ( dered a purgative for the next morning.

5 ! Davis L. Field.

s \

Extra Uterine Pregnancy.

Editors Med. axd Subg. Repokteb:
I notice a controversy going on in your journal, be-

tween Drs. Palmer and Roebuck, in reference to the

^ I

duration of Pregnancy in cases of Extra Uterine no-

tation, after full term.

I have no disposition to interfere in this contro-

versy, but as reference to the record will set the

matter at rest, and, in order that Dr. Palmer may be

understood in his position, will you be kind enough

to allow me to quote the last paragraph of Dr. P's

article published in Med. ajvd Subg. Reporteb of

May 29th.

* ' He says : " So far as I am able to learn, this is the

t first case on record where Extra Uterine foetation

a. has gone on to and beyond the full period of gesta-

II 1 tion, and in no case (except the case I have report-

ed) has the pregnancy extended beyond four and a

If. half months."

ri J In this declaration Dr. Palmer makes a very great

mistake, and shows himself somewhat at fault in his

knowledge of recorded cases where pregnancy has

gone on, not only for months, but for years.

In vol. Fifth, page 104, Medico-Chirurgical Trans-

actions, is a case reported where the child was re-

tained for fifty-two years, the mother dying at the

age of eighty years.

In the same collection a case Is given where the

j

child was retained five years, the mother in the mean-
time becoming pregnant with another child.

Vol. Second, page 114, American Jour. Med.
Sciences, Dr. Heiskell, of Winchester, Ya., reports a

case where pregnancy went on for forty years, the

mother dying at the age of seventy-five years.

Vol. Seventh, page 488, Ibid, Dr. Wilson reports

a case where the patient had had eight children, be-

came pregnant with the ninth, went to full term, but

was not delivered. In eighteen months afterward

was delivered of a child in a natural labor. Died at

the age of seventy-five years, having carried the extra

foetus thirty-seven years, and in the meantime giv-

ing birth to her tenth child.

Yol. Eleventh, page 348, Ibid, Dr. 1 ardley re-

ports a case where the child was retained for fifteen

years, during which time the woman was delivered

of a full grown foetus, at term, with the removal of

the Extra-Uterine foetus, and complete recovery of

the patient.

Yol. Twelfth, page 279, Ibid, Dr. A. H. Stevens,

of New York, reports a case in which, a full grown
extra foetus wras removed by him by the operation

of gastrotomy, ten years after conception, with com-
plete recovery of the patient.

Yol. Thirty-six, page 44, Ibid, Dr. Johnson re-

ports a case where four years and six months after

completion of full term, the foetus was extracted per

anum, with complete recovery of patient.

Yol. 45, page 252, Ibid, is a case reported where
^he foetus was carried fifty-four years ; in the mean-

time the mother bore two children, dying at the age

of eighty years.

This list of cases could be considerably extended,

as we have before us reference to fifty or more case's

where the pregnancy has gone on from months to

years ; but a sufficient number of these curious and

interesting abnormalities has been given to convince

Dr. P. of his mistake in reference to the importance

of his case, although interesting in itself, and for

which w e are under obligations to the Dr. for his

excellent report,

J. W. Hadi.ock, M. D.

Cincinnati, 0., August 10th, 1869-

" Do you think, doctor," asked an anxious

mother, "that it would improve little Johnny's

health to take him to the springs, and let him try the

water ?" " I haven't a doubt of it, madam." "What
springs would you recommend, doctor ?" M Any
springs, madam, where you will find plenty ofsoap."
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Among the bequests of the late Philip Maret,

of New Haven, is one amounting to one-fifth of his

property, being about $146,000, to the Conecticut

State Hospital, the income of which is to be applied

in providing free beds for the indigent patients, giv-

ing preference to those incurably affected, if such

are admissible.

DIED.

Gates. In Yonkers, N. Y., August 21, Carlton Gates.
M. D.
Hazelton. In Cavendish, Vt., August 8, Franklin,

oldest sou of Dr. D. W. Hazelton, aged 16 years.

Hunt. Suddenly, at his residence in "Windham, Conn.,
August 20, Chester Hunt, M. D., aged 80 years.

Pearson. August 16, Maude Carroll, daughter of Dr.
John C, and Josephine B. Pearson, of Urza, 111., aged 1
year, 10 months, 19 days.

The Memorial of Trousseau.

The friends of M. Trousseau have succeeded in

collecting a sufficient amount of subscriptions for

two busts of this celebrated physician and clinical

teacher. One of the busts—a marble one—is in the

hall of the Faculty of Medicine ; the other, of bronze

has just been placed under the peristyle of the Hoteb
Dieu. The amount collected has been sufficient

not only to defray the cost of the busts, but also to

enable each subscriber, whose address is known, to

be supplied with a photographic copy.

A Difficult Time With the Savants.

When the Abbe Moigno undertook to introduce

the stereoscope into France, he first took the instru-

ment to Arago and tried to interest him in it.

Arago, however, has a defect, of vision, which

causes him to see double ; when he looked

into the steroscope accordingly he saw only a

jumble of four pictures. The Abbe then went to M.
Savart, another distinguished member of the Insti-

tute, but M. Savart had only one eye, so he tried M.
Becquerel. M. Becquerel was an excellent author-

ity on elictricity, but paid little attention to optics,

for the excellent reason that he was nearly blind.

M. Pouillet of the Conservatoire des Arts et Metiers

was next applied to. He listened with deep interest,

but unfortunately he squinted, and therefore, could

see nothing in the instrument but a fog. Lastly,

M. Biot's zeal was invoked, but M. Biot was a very

enthusiastic defender of the theory of the emission

of light, and until he could be assured that the new
instrument did not contradict that theory, he would

not see anything in it. The stereoscope got into

France after a while nevertheless.

[Notices inserted in this column gratis, any are solicited

from all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tions of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to a line.]

MARRIED.

Lincoln—Tyler. August 24, hy the Rev, Dr. Tyler of
Amherst College, Mass., Dr. R. A. Lincoln and Caroline
C, daughter of the late W. H. Tyler of Pittsfield, Mass.,
both of New York.

Miller—Landis August 10, at Oxford, Chester coun-
y, Pa., by the Rev. Alexander M. Wiggins, Abner M.
Miller, M. D., and Sallie J. C. Landis, daughter of M. P.
Cooper, Esq., all of Enterprise, Lancaster county, Pa.

Rembaugh—Crum. .At Nyack, Rockland county, N.
Y, at the home of the bride, August 17, by Rev. M. Mar-
vin, Alonzo C. Rembaugh, M. D., of Philadelphia, Pa.,
and Miss Martha B. Crum.

QUERIES AND REPLIES.

Dr. H. N. K., of Illinois, writes—" Hereafter you will
please send the Reporter and Compendium to me at Pana,
Illinois."

Ans.—Very well, but very indefinite. Where were you
originally ?

G* & Co., Ohio—The Pennsylvania Hospital Reports
are issued in January

;
price $5. Volumes have been

issued for 1867 and 1868.

Messrs. Editors—Will you inform me in your answers to
oorrespondents what refined lime is, or whether it is known
by any other name ? Our druggists do not know it by that
name. ~ G. A. C.

Dr. P. H. P., of Pa. asks for a monograph on the exan-
theinatae.

Ans.—There has been none recently published as a
separate work.

Dr. J. H. T., of N. Y—A hand atomizer costs $4.50, to

$6.00.

Dr. A. G-. C, of Pa—The Pocket Record costs $1.50; a
Throat Minor $ ; a Vaccinator $2.50 ;

Nunnelly on
Erysipelas $5.25.

Healthy Grammar—Messrs. Editors—Please settle an
important question. In Reporter, July 31, page 105, Prof.

Thomas' direction read thus :
" Two tablespoonfuls," &c

We sometimes see " spoonsful," and sometimes "spoon-
fuls." Professional men ought to agree better. M. DeF.
Ans.—We pronounee ex cathedra in favor of " table-

spoonfuls." The plural sign should end the word by all

analogy.

Puerperal Convulsions—Messrs. Editors—Methinks

would physicians take more pains to distinguish between

the genuine apoplectic and the hysterical or purely

nervous forms of puerperal convulsions, there would not be

so many condemnatory notices of the efficacy of Bromide

of Potassium in this complaint. I take it, in the former,

bleeding is the sheet anchor ; in the latter, the bromide is

probably unequalled by any other nervous sedative.

Jersey Doctor.

METEOROLOGY.

AUG. 16,
1

17 ' 18, 19, 20, 21, 22.

Wind W. N.E. S. W. s. w. s. w. w. N. W.
Clear Cld'y Clear Cl'dy Clear. Clear Cl'dy.

Weather,
j

fog. fog. fog. fog. fog.

DepthRain

Thermom....
Minimum..
At 8, A M.
At 12. M...
At 3, P. M.

72°
78
80
83
78-25

64°

70
73
74
70.25

61°
68
74
81
71.

62°

72
77
83
73.50

66°
77
yi

92
81.50

74°
85
93
95
86.T5

72°
80
82
83
84.25

Barometer.

.

At 12, M... 3.01 30.2 30.2 30.2 30.1 30. 30.2

Germantown, Pa. B. J. Leedqm.

{
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DESCRIPTION OF A NEW UTERO-
VAGINAL SPECULUM.

By Albert H. Smith, M. D.,

Lecturer on Obstetrics to the Philadelphia Lying-in

Charity.

The need of a vaginal speculum which would

give more extended field of observation, and

be applicable to a large range of cases, has

probably been felt by every one who has

treated diseases of the female reproductive

organs, and it is scarcely likely that an instru-

ment, which is perfect in its construction and

applicability to all the various requirements

of diagnosis and treatment, and which will

combine in itself the advantages for all the

various forms of specula, will ever be invented.

The valve speculum, either bivalve or quadri-

valve, has usually had the preference over the

cylindrical, from the facility of introduction,

its better retention by the vagina, and its more

ready adaptation to various conditions of size

and position of the cervix. Eor some purposes

of treatment, especially, the cylindrical must

always have an advantage, as in case of appli-

cation of leeches, or of medicinal solutions,

from the action of which the vagina should be

protected ; in cases in which no portion of the

vagina should be exposed.

Two disadvantages, however, attend the

valve speculum, and especially the bivalve,

which is now so much in use, since the admi-

rable modification of Cusco, viz., the dif-

ficulty of examining in cases attended with

great vaginal relaxation, from the tendency of

the vaginal walls to encroach upon the field

of view, and the impossibility of getting free

access to the cervix with instruments and with

the finger in cases requiring operative treat-

ment.

To obviate these difficulties a double vaginal

retractor is needed ; and two instruments have
been introduced to the profession with a view
to this end, viz : Sims' duck-bill, and the " new
expanding " speculum of Mr. Ellis, of London.
In Sims' speculum we have everything we

require in such an instrument, by using two
separate blades, introduced upon opposite

sides of the vagina ; but this involves the ne-

cessity of an assistant to hold each blade in a
separate hand ; and inasmuch as the assistant

cannot have his eye upon the blade in its

whole course, to enable him to hold it in the

right direction, the operator must constantly

correct the mal-position of the speculum.

Mr. Ellis' speculum, exhibited to the Lon-
don Obstetrical Society in 1867, and described

with the aid of a diagram in their transaction

for that year, ingeniously attempted to over-

come the difficulties above mentioned, by
adapting to the principle of Cusco's speculum,

a mechanism by which the blades separated

throughout their entire length, with a parallel

movement, in addition to having the ordinary

angular expansion of the bivalve. This in-

strument is no doubt familiar to your readers.

The mechanism, however, was clumsy and
awkward, and probably for this reason the

speculum has not come into use. To carry out

this same idea, and produce the same move-

ments, an instrument was described by Dr.

Hough in the last number of Hays'* Journal

(July,) but which has nothing new in its action

over Ellis' ; it is even more complicated and un-

manageable in its mechanism. Mr. Kolbe has

,

however
,
designed a speculum recently upon the

same principle, which is exceedingly neat and

simple in construction, fulfilling all the uses of

209
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Ellis', and being very much lighter, and more

easily managed, seems to me to be really a

very admirable instrument—a vast improve-

ment upon the old bivalve or Cusco's.

This speculum, however, having its vulvar

aperture a closed ring, does not allow access

to the uterus with the finger in operative cases.

About a year ago, before either of the last

two mentioned were proposed, I suggested to

Mr. Kolbe to make for me a speculum which

would combine the double movement of El-

lis'—that is, the parallel and angular move-

ment, with the shortness of blade and entire

separation at the vulva secured by Sim's ; hav-

ing an advantage over the latter in being self-

retaining.

The instrument, as constructed, is light and

neat; simple in its mechanism, and easily

managed. The blades are three and one-fourth

inches in length, and one and three-eighth

inches wide. Instead of being connected by

a ring at the vulvar end, they are entirely sep-

arate ; each one moving independently upon its

own pivot ; the two pivots being fixed upon
slides, which move in turn upon a fenestrated

bar. These slides are made to fit accurately

upon the bar, so that a steady movement in

the separation of the blades is secured ; this

movement is effected by means of a double

(or right and left) screw placed under the bar,

and passing through nuts in the lower extrem-
ities of the pivots upon which the blades ro-

tate. When the instrument is closed, the turn-

ing of this screw by a small milled wheel in the

centre separates the slides, causing the center

blades to recede in a parallel movement from
the centre ofthe bar ; and a contrary turn of the

screw will again cause the pivots to approach
each other. Thus, the parallel separation of the

blade is brought about by the simple turning

of a single screw, underneath the instrument,

sufficiently out of the way not to interfere

with its application nor increase its bulk ma-
terially. The angular separation of the blades

is made by means of small handles attached,

as in the ordinary valvular speculum, and the

blades are retained in position by a screw and
nut, similar in arrangement to that used in

Cusco's, except that each blade, moving upon
an independent pivot, requires its own
screw adjustment, this being attached to the

slide upon which the blade moves in the par-

allel separation.

Fig. 1. Gives a profile view of the speculum
closed for introduction, with the double-screw

mechanism for the parallel separation of the

blades.

Fig. 2. Shows the instrument from above,

after the blades have been separated, in par-

allelism, without any change in their angle to

each other.

Fig. 3. Shows the instrument with the

simple angular separation, used as an ordinary

two-valve.

Another view might be shown, but is hardly

necessary, with both the parallel and angular

movements combined. It is merely needed to

say that both movements may be made to the

full extent, and the instrument so adapted as

to produce an equable and uniform distension

of the vagina throughout the whole length.

It may be introduced with the bar and screw

toward the side of the pelvis, the convexity of

the blade being antero-posterior ; or again with

the convexity presenting laterally, the bar

being in front of pelvis, a position especially

useful in surgical operations upon the cervix,

and enables the finger to be carried over the

perineum between the separated blades and
brought in contact with the cervix.

The shortness of the blades and the full

separation anteriorly is proved by experience

in the considerable number of cases in which
I have used it already, to permit the uterus

to fall forward and approach the vulva, mak-
ing it perfectly accessible ; an advantage which

every one will appreciate, especially in cases

requiring operation, such as the introduction

of sponge tents, the ligature or excision of

polypi, or any other procedure when the touch

would increase the accuracy of operation.
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Much greater facility is given for the introduc-

tion of the uterine sound , the uterus being more
nearly in its natural position, and not forced

backward as is the case when the long, closed

speculum is used.

The instrument, as gotten up by Mr. Kolbe,

is neat, light and portable ; the only change in

it which can be suggested so far after consider-

able use, is the substitution of a flat screw

head at the end of the double screw, instead

of the milled wheel in the middle, as giving a

more effective grasp for the parallel separa-

tion of the blades.

The peculiarities of this speculum, which, so

far as I am aware, are new, are the parallel

movement by means of the right and left

screw, the entire distinctness of action of the

blades by placing them upon separate pivots,

moving independently of each other, and the

openness of the vulvar extremity upon both

sides, differing from all other forms of valve

speculum, and affording access to the uterus

by the finger, and for examination of all por-

tions of the vaginal tissue.

AEE EPILEPTIC CONVULSIONS OC-
CURRING DURING LABOR, INCOM-
PATIBLE WITH THE LIFE OF
THE FCETUS?

By A. Hurd, M. D.,

Of Findlay, Ohio.

With your permission I will give to the pro-

fession two cases which came under my obser-

vation. They may not be of much importance
to the profession ; but occurring as they did,

with the untoward results, I have thought

them worth reporting

:

Case 1. In the summer of 1859 I was ealled

to see Mrs. T., aged 26, in labor for her first

child. I learned that she was a confirmed

epileptic. That three days previous she had
suffered from a severe spasm. The convulsive

movements were of longer duration, the

period of somnolence greater, and the recov-

ery not so speedy and complete. She had had
but three spasms during the period of gestation.

She was much alarmed, and was fearful that

the life of the foetus would be destroyed.

There was great mental excitement and ner-

vous disturbance, which, with assurance from
me that there was no immediate danger, and
that " all would be well," kindly subsided.

From the time of recovery from the last

spasm up to the time of the commencement
of labor she had felt the motions of the child.

When I was called there was no unusual ap-

pearance (except the excitememt). The pains

were quite severe and regular. Everything

seemed to promise a speedy delivery. An
examination revealed the facts that the os

was well dilated—the presentation vertex to

the left. There was no call for special assist-

ance or interference, and a rapid and safe de-

livery was expected. After about one-half

hour, as the head began to press upon the

perinseum, she had a severe spasm attended by

all of those terrible convulsive movements
and contortions which characterize an attack

of epilepsy—lasting about fifteen minutes—

.

followed by dead sleep, during which I noticed

that the pains were not as frequent, and very

much diminished in expulsive force—were

irregular and fitful. Being fully assured as to

the character of the convulsions, and as no

other complications manifested themselves, I

could see no reason for manual interference.

I waited patiently about one hour for the

somnolent period to pass off. As the mind

began to clear up with full coherency and con-

sciousness restored, the pains became more
regular, frequent and expulsive, and about two

hours after the attack of Epilepsy the child—

a male—was born, though to my astonishment

limp and lifeless. I had a " still-born child"

in a perfectly natural and not tedious or severe

labor, except the occurrence of the spasm.

The cord was pulseless and shriveled, the skin

was blue—the heart was still, and all the

usual and appropriate means resorted to in

such cases were ineffectual in restoring the

child to life

!

Case 2. On the 10th inst. Mrs. I., aged 20

years, was in labor—also a primipara case,

and also an epileptic. Had not had spasms

frequently, only during attacks of fever, or

when suffering from great mental excitement

;

only one attack during gestation up to the

time of labor. There was no hereditary ten-

dency—no assignable cause for the convul-

sions. First came on when a child, during a

fit of ague, and since whenever she had an

attack of ague, or fever from any other cause.

Health otherwise good. Labor commenced
under favorable auspices. An old lady had

expected to " put her to bed," but, after hav-

ing had the " wild pains" some ten hours,

from the excitement and nervous irritation

attendant upon them, she began to show signs

of spasm. The " old lady" became alarmed,

and I was called in. Found her much excited,

with " now and then" a spasmodic jerking of
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the muscles of the face, with twisting of the

mouth and trembling of the hands.

An examination disclosed a full dilatation of

the os
;
presentation, with vertex to the right,

and not any serious trouble, except the high

state of mental excitement. She had, up to

this tune, felt the motions of the foetus. "With

a full dose of bromide of potassium, and the

assurance of a speedy and safe delivery, her

fears were quieted. Everything was progress-

ing favorably up to this time, when the head
began to press upon the perinseum

;
then, as

quick as thought, she passed into a severe

spasm of about ten minutes duration. Though
precaution had been used, her tongue was se-

verely bitten. The jerking and contortions of

the muscular system were terrible to behold

;

followed by that deep sleep and heavy breath-

ing so characteristic of epilepsy, during the

continuance of which the pains became slow,

irregular and weak; but again, after about

two hours, as the mind began to clear up, the

pains increased in frequency, regularity and

force, resulting, in about one-half hour, in the

birth of a male child, well nourished, and, as

in the other case, " still born"—the child,

cord and heart presenting the same general

appearance as in the first case, and all efforts

equally as ineffectual in resuscitating the child.

In the two cases reported, I could see no

demand for " drugs or instruments," because

the unassisted powers of nature were ample to

overcome all the difficulties in either case, and
the speedy delivery in each case, after con-

sciousness was restored, and the co-ordinating

powers of the brain became normal, by the

unassisted powers of nature, most fully de-

monstrates.

]^ow,here are two cases of labor, both occur-

ring in confirmed epileptics, primipara cases,

labor natural in both, uncomplicated—except

the occurence of the spasms—duration not un-

usually long, labor not unusually severe, foetus

in both cases alive up to the time of the con-

vulsions, yet the results should be so disas-

trous !

These two cases, occurring in my practice

—

though ten years separated from each other

—

so analagous in their general features, so alike

in their fearful results, have led me to lay them
before the profession, and ask them to trace

the relation between the pathology of epilep-

sy and the foetus in utero, with its relations,

to determine, if possible, whether the nervous

system is in such a condition as to be incom-

patible with the life of the child. I know that

in puerperal convulsions children are born
alive, but the antecedent conditions are not
the same in the two classes. One is free from
any organic disease of the nervous centres, the

other is not. Perhaps the two cases consti-

tute a mere coincidence in the ever varying

cause of life, and others may have had opor-

tunities of observation in which their experi-

ence has been entirely different from mine,

and the results far more favorable—the very

facts which we wish to have. I have al-

ready taken too much space. I will not theo-

rize. Facts are the great need of the profes-

sion.

UTERO-OVARIOTOMY—DEATH.
Reported by W. F, Peck, M. D.,

Of Davenport, Iowa,

To the Iowa State Medical Society.

Mrs. S., aged forty-four years; native of

Pennsylvania; medium height, nervous, san-

guineous temperament ; and the mother

of five children, all of which were born

without unusual difficulty. In the month of

October, 1868, 1 saw her for the first time, in

consultation with Dr. Plummer, of Rock Is-

land, 111. When we diagnosticated, an ovari-

an cystic tumor in the right iliac fossa, which

was movable, globular, and without adhesions.

The apparent weight of the body was consid-

ered to be about twelve pounds. As elimina-

tive evidence against the existence of any ad-

hesions, the tumor would, when she modified

her position, seek the most dependant portion

of the abdomen. In fact, when she inclined

to the left side the tumor would appear in the

left illiac fossa, in a corresponding situation to

that which it occupied in the right side, its

customary location. So movable was it, that

a surgeon of some considerable local promi-

nence gave it as his opinion that the body had
u no attachment"

The patient being in good health, and the

tumor having exhibited a disposition to in-

crease in size, causing Mrs. S. such great

mental anxiety as amounted almost to men-

tal disease, and restlessness, but one course

seemed possible. The tumor had been de-

veloping for nearly five years, but during

the last year its increase in size was great-

er than it had been during the preceding

time of development. An operation for re-

moval was advised ; at the same time the pa-

tient was informed of the danger to which an



September n, 1869.] Comtnunications. 213

operation exposed her. She was also recom-

mended to return to her home, Wilton, Iowa,

and carefully consider the question of submit-

ting to the operation, that, should a fatal ter-

mination of her case ensue, she and her friends

might, before determining upon an operation,

have an opportunity of thoughtfully and re-

flectively considering every contingency.

On the 1st of November, I was notified

through her family physician, Dr. Baxter, of

Wilton, Iowa, that she was- determined to

have the operation performed, and, accord-

ingly, Nov. 12th was appointed to remove the

tumor. There were present, and rendered

valuable assistance, Drs. Plummer, of Rock
Island, Hoeffner, of Davenport, Hirsche, of

Muscatine, Vogt and Boucher, of Iowa City,

and J. Baxter and Woodhouse, of Wilton.

Before commencing the operation, every gen-

tleman present made a physical examination

of the tumor, the result of which was a confir-

mation of the opinion heretofore mentioned.

At two o'clock she was brought under the in-

fluence of chloroform by Dr. Plummer, when
an incision eight inches in length was made,
commencing two inches above the symphisis

pubis, and extending upward to a point about

one inch below the umbilicus. The abdomen
was quite flabby and pendant. Very little

hemorrhage was caused before the peritoneum

was reached. When the tumor was exposed

an effort was made to force it through the

opening, but without success. Upon replac-

ing the intra-abdominal relations of the tumor,

it was found to be closely connected with, and

in fact, a part of the body of the uterus. The
touch and the physical appearance of the mass
indicated, as several. of the gentlemen present

believed, that more or less fluid was contained

within the tumor. That the body might be

brought into the world without further cut-

ting, it was thought best to evacuate the sup-

posed contents, and, accordingly, a canula

and trocar was introduced, but the flow of

"fluid" was not observed by any of the gen-

tlemen present. The opinion then was that

the composition of the tumor was fibrous, and
in order to secure its removal, the uterus and
appendages entire must be amputated, which
operation was completed after four hours in-

cessant labor. The hemorrhage was consid-

erable, owing to the almost countless number
of vessels encountered. Even the minutest

capillaries had developed into vessels as large

as the radial artery or jugular vein, all of

which had to be singly secured and tied. To

arrest the flow of blood, nearly all the means
recommended were employed, including silken

thread, silver wire, and the actual cautery.

The metallic ligature was deceptive and use-

less. The tumor, which was purely fibrous, and
originated in the fundus of the uterus, having
been removed, the ligatures were together in-

troduced into the incomplete vagina, and
through it brought into the external world.

The pulse remained good during the entire

operation. She rallied measurably well, but
during the night she had considerable vomit-
ing, and received little sleep. The pain was
largely counteracted by opiates. She was
nourished by animal extracts in fluid form.

The day following the operation she suffered

from tympanitis and marked tenderness over
the lower portion of the abdomen, and im-

moderate restlessness
;
pulse 130, and weak

;

very thirsty ; features sunken. In the after-,

noon of the day succeeding the operation, I

syringed out the abdomen from below with a
solution of chlorate of potash, similar to that

used by Dr. Peaslee. She gradually grew
worse, and finally died at 7i o'clock, p. m., on
the second day.

The tumor, which is of a dense fibrous char-

acter, originated in the fundus of the uterus,,

and developed upward into the abdomen, and
from its weight a little less than twelve pounds,

gravitated to the fossa on either side, which-

ever happened to be most dependant.

PROCIDENTIA UTERI RELIEVED BY
BABCOCK'S SUPPORTER.
By J. J. O'Reilly, M. D.,

Of Louisville, Ky.

Some months ago I was called to Mrs. D.,

who, upon examination, I found suffering with
Procidentia Uteri. The os and lower seg-

ment of the uterus covered with large folds of

the vagina protruded beyond the vulva.

The os was swollen, red, and very large. It

was dilated twice the size of the largest sound*

and from the interior of the womb poured
forth long strings of glairy mucus. Encircling

it was an extensive ulcer, and numerous smaller

ones covered the vagina. The discharge fromv

the parts was so offensive that the patient was*

unable to go into company, and with the great-

est difficulty even, did she attend to her house-

hold duties. She had her menses irregularly,

and always suffered intensely with them r some~,

times having scarcely any discharge, at others

almost flooding to death.
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She stated that she had been afflicted in

this manner since the birth of her last child, five

years ago. During this time she had supported

the uterus within the vulva by wearing a nap-

kin, supported by a bandage, around the waist.

She never had any local treatment, always re-

fusing to submit to an examination. She was
the mother of two children, and at the time of

my visit much reduced in health, and troubled

with hysteria. Pressure of the uterus on the

rectum caused troublesome constipation. I ad-

vised the recumbent position, gave her tr.

ferri chloride, cauterized the ulcers, and or-

dered carbolic acid injections.

After following this treatment for sometime
the ulcers became healthy, the discharge less

offensive, and the patient more cheerful.

Pessaries were now used to support the womb,
.but none could be borne longer than twenty-

four hours. Their pressure excited such ex-

pulsive efforts that they were invariably forced

out and the uterus fell to its old position. I

now sent for Babcock's Uterine Supporter, it

seeming, in my mind, the only instrument that

appeared to fulfil all the indications required.

These were restoration and retention of the

womb in its natural position, and perfect rest

to the vagina, ligaments, and muscles of the

perinseum. The supporter has now been worn
for two months, the ulcers have healed, the os

has resumed its normal size and appearance,

the vagina looks healthy, and the general

habit of the patient has much improved. She
can walk long distances with comfort, and has

gone forty-eight hours without the instrument

;

the womb not prolapsing. Under my direc-

tions, however, she will wear the supporter

some months yet ; that the parts may not be
strained too soon. This is the first case in

which I have used this supporter, but I must
state that I have been delighted with the re-

sult, and as cases of Procidentia Uteri are fre-

quently such eye-sores to the profession, from
the

.
failure of common appliances to afford

much benefit, I thought that any suggestions

would be welcome to the busy practitioner.

.
I view a case of procidentia uteri in the

same light as a dislocated limb, and treat it

accordingly. Namely, by reduction and rest

of the surrounding parts. Their conditions

are fulfilled by Babcock's Uterine Supporter.

Other pessaries may give temporary support
to the uterus, but they fail to give rest to the

surrounding parts. They sustain the womb
by distending the walls of the vagina and by
pressure on the perinseum. Thus, whilst

they give aid, they are at the same time weak-
ening the natural supports, so that on their

removal the uterus suffers from the least dis-

turbance. The stem pessary used in this case

supports the uterus without these drawbacks
;

reduces its enlargement and congestion by its

retention in situ, whilst the vaginal walls

have a chance to contract and strengthen by
their perfect rest. The attachment of the

supporter to the waist, by an elastic band on

a movable slide, makes it conform to the

motions of the body. I think all should give

the supporter a fair trial.

FIBROUS TUMOR OF THE UTERES.
By W. T. Ridenour/M. D.,

Of Oberlin, O.

The patient, residing in Sharon, Medina
county, Ohio, came under my notice for the

first time in August, 1865, suffering from

uterine hemorrhage, and extremely anemic
and miserable. She was then about forty-nine

years of age, and had been troubled with pro-

fuse menorrhagia at frequentfintervals for sev-

eral years. I found the body of the uterus

enlarged and retroflexed, and occupied by a

tumor, which could be felt at about the, os

internum, and which seemed to be fibrous

from its hardness. Without a very thorough

examination, I thought it involved the whole

body of the uterus.

Under tonic treatment and the occasional

use of astringent medicines and injections, her

condition was rendered tolerable for several

years, though she was subject to occasional

hemorrhage, and suffered much from pelvic

pains and general distress.

About the beginning of the present year,

however, her condition became much worse
;

hemorrhage nearly constant, and her system

exhausted by the loss of blood and constant

pain.

Every plan of medical treatment was ex-

hausted, and an operation was recommended
in May, 1869. Upon making another ex-

amination at that time I found it presenting

through the external os, which it dilated an

inch or more in diameter
;
and, contrary to

mv former impression, it was evidently of the

sub-mucus, pedunculated form. Accordingly,

on June 25th last, I proceeded to the removal

of the tumor, which was effected by the wire

ecraseur introduced through a "Nott" specu-

lum, the patient in the lithotomy position, and

partially under chloroform. Notwithstanding
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free incisions of the os uteri, it was found so

difficult to include the whole mass in the wire

loop, that I removed the lower half first, after

which the instrument was readily passed up

to the pedicle of the tumor, which was very

short, and attached to the superior part of the

fundus, from which it depended perpendicu-

larly. The loop was bent to a right angle,

with the stem of the ecraseur, and this part of

the operation was comparatively easy. After

ascertaining that none of the tumor was re-

maining, a solution of persulphate of iron was
injected, to arrest hemorrhage, which had been

copious during the operation.

The tumor proved to be extremely dense

and hard, almost cartilaginous, covered with

mucous membrane four inches in length, and
one and a half inches in diameter, except the

neck or constricted part, which was one inch

thick and very short. It enclosed a central

cavity or cell, about half an inch broad, by
one inch in length, lined by serous membrane

,

but containing no appreciable amount of

fluid.

The after treatment of the case consisted of

tri-daily injections of a carbolic acid solution

and opiates. In two weeks she left her bed,

and her recovery has been rapid and complete.

Valuable assistance in the operation was
rendered by Drs. Lyman, Everhard and Briggs.

I desire to call the attention of surgeons to the

Nott speculum, a self-retaining modification

of Sim's speculum, which in its easy introduc-

tion and adjustability, and the amount of light

and room it affords, leaves nothing to be de-

sired, and is certainly superior to any specu-

lum I have seen, not excepting the various

modifications of the Sim's speculum.

A CASE OF SCROFULA.
By A. S. Hamilton, M. D.,

Of Kenton, Ohio.

I was called to see Miss Annie C. on the

10th Nov. 1866, aged 19 years; decidedly an-

aemic; pulse 130; weight 70 or 80 pounds;
not having grown any for nine years previous,

at which time scrofula made its appearance. I

found her right arm almost entirely consumed
with scrofulous ulcers, from the wrist to the

shoulders, including skin, cellular tela, mus-
cles, and even the bones, in a carious condi-

tion.

The whole left arm up to the junction of the

middle and upper third of the humerus, was a
mass of putrefaction and suppuration, the fin-

gers having all sloughed Off, one by one 5 and
so offensive that it was exceedingly unpleas-

ant for any person to remain in the room. She

also had many indolent ulcers on the calf of

left leg. In fact, she was utterly dying by
inches—a burden to herself, obnoxious to the

family and visitors, though an object of pity

and commiseration. I was informed that she

had been under the treatment of several emi-

nent physicians in St. Louis, Louisville, and
Columbus, Ky., besides had taken wagon loads

of" Bull's Sarsaparilla," and divers and sun-

dry nostrums, purporting to be " specifics" in

such cases, all giving no relief.

Now, what were the indications ? Amputa-
tion of the left arm and constitutional treat-

ment, with fgenerous diet, tonics, stimulants,

etc., was all I could recommend or even sug-

gest.

The physicians who had treated the case

previously, all opposed amputation, saying

that death would speedily and inevitably fol-

low such an operation, and in the event she

should survive the operation, that the disease

would concentrate elsewhere, and hurry her

into a premature grave.

At this advanced stage of the disease I hes-

itated whether to operate or not, knowing she

was liable to die on the table from the effects

of chloroform, to die of secondary hemorrhage,

suppuratibn, pyemia, erysipelas, etc

She being so anxious, however, to have the

offensive member removed, and expressing

her entire willingness to risk all consequences,

I told her unhesitatingly that I would take off

the arm, if I couldgetthe counsel and approval

of regular any practitioner. Dr. E. Telfair of

our town was called in consultation, and fully

endorsed my views as regards the necessity of

an operation, at the same time, expressing

great fears (as I had done) of success. Placing

her under preparatory treatment for ten days,

I then, with the kind assistance of Dr. T.,

chloroformed the patient and amputated the

arm.

I then placed her under the following treat-

ment, dressing the stump daily myself, and

using basilicon ointment to ulcers on right

arm and left leg.

R. Iron by hydrogen, gij.

Quinine sulph. gj.

Hydrastine, gr. x.

Podophyllin, gr. ij. M.
Et fiet pil. lx.

S. Take one pill ter die half hour after meals.

I also prescribed Cod oil, Jss., potas. iod.,
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gr. v, tinct. stillingea con., gtts. v, to be used

alternately with the pill.

"Wine, nourishing diet, etc., was also admin-

istered.

The stump healed rapidly, and the ulcers

simultaneously.

She left this place for Wheeling, Va., a few
weeks since, perfectly sound, not having had
any symptoms of a return of the disease since

the healing of the stump. She had never men-
struated prior to the operation—is now per-

fectly regular, and the picture of health.

I report the above as a cure of one of the

most desperate and hopeless cases of scrofula

that I have ever witnessed. And while there

is perhaps nothing new in the treatment, yet

it serves to show what great results may be
attained by close attention and judicious treat-

ment, even in desperate and apparently hope-

less cases. Scientia vincit omnia.

Medical Societies.

UNION MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

The regular quarterly session of the Union Medi-

cal Association of Saratoga, Washington and War-

ren counties, N. Y., was held at the residence of the

Pres., Dr. R. L. Allen, in Saratoga on the 17th ult.

Dr. Allen took the chair and Dr. F. L. R. Chapin,

of Glen's Fails was appointed secretary.

Dr. Miller gave an account oi his own sickness,

and a general discussion on the treatment of pneu-

monia occurred. Dr. H. Corliss, of Washington

county, as the result of fifty-three years experience,

favored the heroic practice, bleeding, etc., while Drs.

Chapin and Peters advocated the expectant mode
of treatment. Dr. Chapin related the case of Dr.

Hunn, of Albany, who treated himself on the latter

plan with success, and also stated that he had treated

several cases in the same way, in the field, as sur-

geon of the 30th New York volunteers. Dr.

Peters admitted that he sometimes felt it necessary

to bleed in severe cases of pleuro-pneumonia. He
found very few cases where bleeding was necessary.

Dr. Corliss again spoke and said he thought there

was little difference in fact between his practice and

others who had spoken. He believed that nature

could cure many diseases, with good nursing, but

occasions would occur where nothing but energetic

and good heroic practice would be effectual.

The President, Dr. R. L. Allen, then delivered an

address on the geological formation of the section

about Saratoga, giving many interesting scientific

facts, and speculations regarding the origin of the

springs. His address was illustrated by diagrams.

Societies,- [Vol. xxi.

Dr. Peters made inquiry regarding inhalents in

pseudo-membranous croup.

Dr. Sill had found vapor from water useful, where

the attendant was sufficiently skilled to use it.

Dr. Corliss thought in pseudo-membranous croup

the use of vapor could not be prescribed with safety.

Dr. T. B. Reynolds had used the vapor of water

by inhalation in some cases with success, but he had

also used calomel with success. Gave it in small

and repeated doses. Used to give emetics, but now
regarded them as generally hurtful. Uses calomel

and vapor now together.

Dr. Corliss had given ten grain doses of calomel

to a child five years of age, with success in cases of

croup. Thought in large doses calomel acted as a

sedative.

Dr. Peters had found great success in watery vapor

in croup. He had sometimes filled ;a room with

dense vapor, so that every breath was saturated with

the vapor. He also used calomel. Had the tem-

perature kept very high with the vapor.

Dr. Flint then spoke of Dr. Sayre's paper on

vapor in cure of diphtheria, and supposed that its use

in croup was equally effective.

Dr. Sill said the effect of vapor is a perpetual

bath.

This discussion was continued at some length,

and finally closed bv Dr. Hubbard, of Lansing-

burgh, a visitor, who favored the use of vapor and

calomel. AH cases he had treated with them lived,

and all treated otherwise died.

Dr. Samuel Peters, of Halfmoon, Dr. Noxon, of

Ballston Springs, and Dr. Auther G. Peirce, of

Greenwich, were elected members.

The session then closed.

Biting the Snake to Preserve the Teeth.
The superstition mentioned in the following item

prevails very extensively in some portions of the

South and West

:

An old lady, in Iowa, complimented on the beauty

and preservation of her teeth, ascribed it to having

" bitten the snake." She explained that in child-

hood her father held a rattlesnake by the head and

tail, and each of the children bit along the whole

length of the backbone, just indenting the skin, as a

preventive of tooth-ache and decay, and the old lady

believes to the present in the efficacy of such an op-

eration.

Cholera Morbus.
A correspondent writes to us as follows :

" I am
now, and have for the past two years, been treating

cholera morbus, cholera infantum and colic, also, the

various forms of diarrhoea in adults and children, at-

tended with pain, with salt-water injections, with the

best of success. I use but very little medicine in the

above mentioned diseases, and in the majority of the

cases none at all."
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Periscope.

On j^cm-Specinc Uterine and Vaginal Dis-
charges in Prostitutes.

The senior surgeon to the Lock Hospital, London,

Mr. James E. Lane, contributes the following arti-

cle to the British Medical Journal ofDecember, I860

:

Since the admission of patients into this hospital,

under the Contagious Diseases Act, from Woolwich
and other military districts, the treatment of uterine

and vaginal discharges has constituted a large part of

its practice. In fact, in 1867, as many as 58 per

cent., and in 1S6S, 65 per cent, of the class of pa-

tients alluded to, were placed under treatment for

this form of disease alone, uncomplicated by any

symptom of a syphilitic character, either primary or

secondary. These patients are, for the most part,

strong healthy girls, aged from seventeen to twenty-

five, well fed and in good condition. Their disease

appears to be entirely local, both in its origin and
character. It arises, as I believe, in the great ma-
jority of cases, simply from the continual irritation

and excitement of the generative organs consequent

upon their mode of life, though it may be caused, no
doubt, occasionally by direct contagion from urethral

discharges in the male. The secretion, when they

first come under observation, is of an obviously pur-

ulent or muco-puralent character, and evidence of

its contagiousness is afforded by the fact (as I am
informed) that nearly all of them have been accused

of communicating disease before being subjected to

examination. It is remarkable how little pain or in-

convenience is suffered by these patients
;

usually

they make no complaint whatever, and many of

them are unaware that any thing whatever is the

matter with them, although, when examined with the

speculum, a profuse discharge, derived chiefly from

the uterus, is found lodged in the upper part of the

vaginr . Associated with this, especi ally in the more
chronic cases, abrasions of the epithelium, excoria-

tions, or superficial ulcerations on the vaginal por-

tion of the cervix uteri are very frequently seen»

Anything approaching to an inflammatory condition

to which the terms acute gonorrhoea or vaginitis

might be applied, is uncommon, and when met with,

it is usually in young girls, as yet unseasoned to a

life of prostitution. Incidental complications, of a

painful character, such as labial abscess, or inflam-

matory tmbo, are occasionally seen, but are not of

frequent occurrence.

An external examination alone is quite insuffi-

cient for the discovery of these complaints. Purulent

secretions from the vulva or lower part of the vagina

are, of course, evident enough ; but a profuse uterine

discharge may be present, and no trace of it be vis-

ible until the speculum is employed. There is, how-

ever, a considerable difference in women in this re-

spect; in some, the vagina appears to be equally

contractile throughout its whole length, and there-

fore, any secretion formed in it, or entering it, speed-

ily appears externally; while in others, and these

are the majority, its contractility is much less at the

upper than at the lower part, and discharges are

consequently retained in the former situation.

When the discharges are of purely local origin,

and there is no constitutional fault, their cure may
be speedily effected by local applications. The plan

commonly pursued at the Lock Hospital is to make
the patients use vaginal injections for themselves

three or four times daily. The lotions employed are

the diluted liquor plumbi subacetatis, or solutions of

sulphate of zinc, alum, or tannin, in the proportion

of five grains to the ounce of water. The syringes

are large enough to hold six ounces of the lotion, and

have a pipe long enough to reach the upper part of

the vagina readily. Both these points are important,

for the syringes commonly used will not contain

sufficient fluid to wash out the canal effectually, and

the pipe affixed to them will not admit of its reach-

ing the upper part of the vagina at all. When the

vaginal mucous membrane is inflamed and tender,

the house-surgeon, when the speculum is used,

which is at least twice a week in all these cases, in-

serts a strip of lint dipped in the lead-lotion, and this

is allowed to remain for three or four hours. If the

inflammation be acute, the application of the strip

of lint is repeated daily through a small speculum.

By these means, discharges proceeding from the va-

gina may usually be cured in a few days, but the in-

jections should be continued as long as any abnor-

mal uterine secretions are observed, for the latter,

if not frequently washed away, will be likely to re-

excite disease in the vaginal mucous membrane.

But vaginal injections are of little or no use for

the cure of discharges proceeding from the interior

of the cervex uteri—a complication which is almost
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invariably present in these eases. In the treatment

of this condition, success will depend mainly on the

amount of personal care and attention afforded by

the surgeon himself. At the Lock Hospital, the

speculum is used twice a week in all, and three times

a week in many, of these cases ; and through it suit-

able applications are made to the os and cervex. The
nitrate of silver, either solid or in solution, is the

remedy most in favor, especially in the earlier stages

of the treatment, and when the discharge is puru-

lent
;

later, simple astringents, such as tannin, alum,

or perchloride of iron, are employed. Before using

the caustic, all discharge should be wiped away from

the os uteri with a piece of dry cotton-wool ; and

the plug of tenacious matter, winch usually fills the

cervix, should also be removed, or it will prevent the

remedy reaching the diseased surface. The applica-

tion of a strong solution of alum coagulates this dis-

charge, and renders its removal more easy. The
stick of nitrate of silver is then inserted to the depth

of about an inch into the canal of the cervix, and is

also applied to any abraded or ulcerated surface

which may be seen around the os
;

or, instead of the

stick, a solution of the nitrate (a drachm to the

ounce of water) may be applied by means of a piece

of sponge or cotton-wool about the size of a pea,

which is passed along the cervical canal with a suit-

able pair of forceps. I prefer to use the solid nitrate

on the first one or two occasions, and afterwards the

solution. By these means, the discharge speedily

loses its yellow color, and becomes white or semi-

transparent. When this result is obtained, astririg-

ent solutions, such as the milder liquor ferri perchlo-

ridi of the British Pharmacopeia, or solutions of

alum or tannin (a drachm to an ounce of water), may
be substituted with advantage foi the nitrate of sil-

ver. The glycerinum acidi tannici, or acidi gallici,

are also frequently used ; but they do not appear to

possess any advantage over the watery solutions.

Other methods of applying remedies to the interior

of the cervix uteri have been tried, but the plan

above described has been found most convenient and

effectual. A very efficient mode is to inject the so-

lutions into the cervix with a syringe ; but this has

the advantage of being sometimes followed by ab_

dominal pains—no doubt, from the fluid penetrating

too far into the body of the uterus. I have also used

suppositories containing nitrate of silver, sulphate of

copper, or alum, incorporated with cocoa-butter, in

the proportion, by weight, of one part to four or five,

and made into pencils of appropriate size for intro-

duction into the cervix uteri. These answer well

enough
;
but, on the whole, I am disposed to prefer

aqueous to greasy applications. The essential point,

whatever the substance or solution chosen, is to take

care that it i». effectually applied along the whole

length of the canal of the cervix uteri. There is

rarely any pain occasioned by the use of caustics or

astringents to these parta. The patients are almost

invariably quite unconscious that anything is being

done.

In 1867, the number of admissions for this form

of disease was 414, and the average period occupied

by the treatment was twenty-three days ; but 36 per

cent, were cured in periods of from seven to fifteen

days, 21 per cent, in from fifteen to twenty days,

and 13 per cent, in from twenty to twenty-five days.

The remaining 30 per cent, occupied periods ex-

ceeding twenty-five days, the longest being ninety-

four days. Many o
s
f these latter, however, were suf-

fering from some constitutional condition which

may be held accountable for the delay, such as

phthisis or some other form of strumous disease, or

impairment of health from long continued habits of

dissipation.

Readmisssions for a recurrence of this form of dis-

ease are unfortunately too frequent. The 414 cases

alluded to do not, therefore, represent an equal

number of patients ; for fifteen women were admit-

ted twice, and four three times, during the year.

In fact, as many as eighty-four had been in the hos-

pital previously, some of them as often as six or

seven times since October, 1866. When discharged,

a large proportion return to habits of prostitution

;

and, as might be expected, after a time relapse into

the same condition. We seldom see them again,

however, till after a lapse of several months ; so it

may fairly be inferred that they remain in a sound

state for a considerable period.

The above remarks are founded upon, and refer

especially to cases of simple utero-vaginal discharge,

in which, as far as can be discovered, no syphilitic

taint is present. These, of course, are only capable

of communicating a simple urethritis or gonorrhoea.

Women suffering from constitutional syphilis are,

however, very often affected with uterine discharges

and ulcerations. Such cases are much less amena-

ble to local treatment ; and appropriate constitu-

tional remedies, must of course, be employed at the

same time. In my opinion, the uterine ulceration

so often concurrent with secondary syphilis is as

much a secondary manifestation as mucous tuber-

cles on the vulva, or the analogous condition so

often met with on the mucous membrane of the

mouth and throat ; and its secretion is equally capa-

ble of communicating true syphilitic infection.

The Diagnosis of Dyspnoea.

Hyde Saltee, M. D., F. R. S., F. R. C. P., etc.,

etc., read before the Medical Section, at the annual

meeting of the British Medical Association, in Ox-

ford, August, 1868, (British Medical Journal for

Dec. 5, 1S68, p. 587,) an article on the subject of he

Diagnosis of Dyspnoea.

The first dyspnoea to the rules for whose diagnosis

to which he directs attention, as being the most typ-

ical and purest of ail dyspnoeas, is that of asthma.

There are three common sources of dyspnoea with
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,
which asthma is more likely to be confounded than

any others—bronchitis, emphysema, and heart dis-

{

ease—all others being comparatively infrequent. The

diagnosis of asthma, then, is practically its diagno-

! sis from these three diseases.

The form of dyspnoea that comes nearest to that

of asthma, and whose diagnosis, therefore, from

asthma requires the greatest care, is doubtless the

.dyspnoea of heart-disease. The two resemble one

another in many points; in both the dyspnoea is

paroxysmal, in both it is intense and violent in its

character, in both the night is the time for its prin-

cipal occurrence, in both the incumbent position is

intolerable and the erect position enforced, in both

the distress is aggiavated by exertion, and the patient

fixed and unable to move. On the other hand there

are many points in which they differ, and it is by

seizing on these that we are able to diagnose the one

condition from the other, and to neutralize, so to

speak, their many points of resemblance. These

points of difference may be thus comparatively rep-

resented :

IN HEAKT DISEASE. IN ASTHMA.
The paroxysms are of The paroxysms may

a few minutes duration. last for hours, or even
days.

The dyspnoea is of a The breathing is tight,

gasping, panting kind, constrctied, and difficult,

rather a breathlessness

than a difficulty of breath-

ing.

The respiration is hur- The respiration is often

ried, the movement deep, slow, the movements su-

and the rythm not perficial, and the expira-

changed. tion prolonged.

The patient feels as if However difficult the

dying. breathing the patient feels

there is no danger.
There are commonly The breathing is ac-

no bronchial rales. companied with prolong-

ed, sibilant, and musical
ronchus, especially at ex-

piration.

Exertion in tranquil Exertion alone will not
breathing is an adequate immediately produce a
immediate cause of a par- paroxysm in tranquil

oxysm. breathing.
The paroxysm is not Each paroxysm, as a

followed by expectora- rule, passes off with an
tion. access of expectoration.
The tendency of emo- The tendency of emo-

tional excitement is to tional excitement is cu-
induce a paroxysm. rative ; often completely

and suddenly.
No true periodicity. Periodicity often well

marked.

In some other points too, not easily expressed

tabularly, the symptoms of the two diseases differ.

In the paroxysm of cardiac dyspnoea the sufferer

often leaps from his bed, and finds himself standing

on the floor, or at the window, open-eyed and gasp-

ing for breath, almost before he is awake. In asthma

the patient is either unable to move from his bed at

all, or slowly creeps to his fire-place, to light his fire,

leaning on one piece of furniture after another as

he creeps along. In both the diseases the dyspnoea

is worse after food, but in asthma this depends main-
ly on the quality of food, while in heart-disease it

depends mainly on the quantity. There are many

,

things that the asthmatic dare not take without the

certainty of bringing on an attack, but there are no
articles of diet that have an especial tendency to in-

duce dyspnoea of cardiac origin. There is a differ-

ence, too, in the time after taking food that the dif-

ficulty of breathing comes on ; in heart disease it is

immediately arter the meal ; in asthma it is com-
monly about two hours after eating, when the re-

sults of digestion are entering the circulation.

Again, with regard to frequency of the attacks the

two dyspnoeas differ ; in cardiae dyspnoea there is no
limit to the frequency with which paroxysms may
appear—the patient may have fifty of them in a

night ; in asthma the rule is to have only one, rarely

two, almost never more, while once a week and
once a month are common frequencies; and the

having of one attack seems of itself to secure an im-

munity for a certain interval afterwards.

It may be thought strange perhaps, that an author

should not insist on the presence or absence of the

physical signs of heart disease as a means of diagno-

sis between dyspnoea of cardiac origin and dyspnoea

truly asthmatic. But, in truth, this is a most falla-

cious ground of diagnosis ; it fails in both ways.

On the one hand, in cases of dyspnoea clearly cardi-

ac, there are often no physical signs of heart-disease

;

and, on the other, in cases of true asthma, the physi-

cal signs of heart-disease may be present.

Intensity of dyspnoea united with indefinite pro-

longation of life, is a circumstance in which asthma

stands strongly contrasted with heart disease, and

indeed with bronchitis as well. We see asthmatic

patients going on year after in direful suffering, and

yet hardly differing from what they were at first.

One feels almost as if they possessed some antidote,

or elixir, by which the results of so grave a disturb-

ance of a vital function were arrested—as if patho-

logical laws must be suspended in their favor*

How different would be our views of the future, and

how different in fact do we find the result, if the

same amount of dyspnoea is due to organic heart

disease. We know that a patient suffering from

cardiac dyspnoea, comparable in its intensitity to se-

vere asthma, is a man wrhose remaining term of life

is to be measured by days, or, at most, by weeks.

Another circumstance, allied to this, which has

often struck me in contrasting the results of heart-

disease and asthma, is the little tendency the latter

has to generate dropsy. Our author believes that

until it has given rise to dilatation of the right side

of the heart it has no tendency or power what-

ever to produce this result. He has often been as-

tonished that the patient could go on so long with

all the signs of impeded circulation through the

lungs—the congested face, cyanosis, small pulse, and
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even haemoptysis—and yet not a trace of dropsy

appear. That the pulmonary circulation is very

greatly obstructed in such cases is quite certain ; and
yet he has gone on, week after week, asking if the

feet were not swollen, and uniformly met with a

negative answer, till he has been tired of asking.

This is a difference that equally exists between
asthma and bronchitis. Given six months dyspnoea

from bronchitis, comparable to the dyspnoea of

asthma, and the patient's feet w ill be swollen. Now,
why should there be this difference ? We can quite

understand why there should be no dropsy in cases

of asthma where there are considerable intervals be-

tween the paroxysms, and where the breathing in

these intervals is normal
;

beause, in these cases

there is time for recovery, and the results of the dys-

pnoea are not cumulative, but each attack starts, as

it were, de novo, and therefore the dyspnoea is, so

to speak, always of recent origin ; and dropsy is

never the result of recent dyspnoea. But why se-

vere asthma of months' duration, with very imper-

fect remissions, should not degenerate dropsy, as

well as bronchitis, or disease of the heart—that is

the puzzle. Nevertheless, such is the fact.

In no way is the contrast between cardiac dyspnoea

and asthma more strikingly shown than by the in-

spection and auscultation of the chest. Two things

immediately strike one. First, that while in asthma

the chest is tied and the parietes immovable in spite

of the most violent efforts, in cardiac dyspnoea the

range of the respiratory movements is free and wide.

Secondly, that while in asthma the respiratory mur-

mur is nearly or quite suppressed, in cardiac dyspnoea

it is unusually loud and clear—puerile, in fact. And
indeed, it is a very curious thing to contemplate in

cases of heart-disease, this perfect freedom of respi-

ratory movement and free access of air to the func-

tioning portion of the lungs coexisting with unreliev-

ed dyspnoea. It clearly shows one thing—that the

free supply of air is not all that is necessary for tran-

quil breathing; that the supply and renovation of

blood must be equally unimpeded, or dyspnoea will

exist and be unrelieved in spite of the freest air-

supply. And we see why it must be so. The telos

of respiration is the oxidation and decarbonisation

of the blood at the expense of the air ; and if this is

not attained dyspnoea is the result. Now it is evi-

dent, that for this it is just as necessary that the

blood should be supplied to the air, as the air to the

blood. In asthma it is the renovation of the air that

is impeded, in heart-disease it is that of the blood

;

and in both dyspnoea is equally the result. This is

the true secret of cardiac dyspnoea, and the reason

of its coexistence with an air-supply perfectly free.

Although the dyspnoea of heart-disease is that

which simulates asthma more closely than any other

distinct dyspnoea, yet cases of heart-disease are not

so often confounded with asthma as are cases of

bronchitis, and for these two reasons :—first, because

with a great many people, especially in the lower
and lower middle classes, bronchitis commonly goes

by the name of asthma—an old man coughs and
spits and wheezes, and tells you he is asthmatic.

And secondly, because a great many cases of bron-
chitis are complicated with true asthma—bronchial

spasm is an integral part of the condition; the

patient has asthma not because he has not bronchitis

but because he has bronchitis ; his bronchical tubes

contract because they are inflamed. The error,

therefore, in such a case does not lie in the recogni-

tion of the asthma, but in the non-recognition of

the bronchitis which is the immediate cause of the

asthma, and the substantive disease.

The principal points of contrast between bronchi-

tis and pure asthma are the following

:

IN BRONCHITIS. IN ASTHMA.
The typical sounds are The typical sounds are

moist. dry.

Cough is always pres- Often there is no cough,
ent.

The winter is the worst The hot weather of

time of the year, often the summer and autumn is

only time. the worst time of the

year.

Cause catarrhal. Cause emotional, diet-

etic, and various.

Sputum more or less Sputum, if any, non-
purulent, purulent.

Severe dyspnoea never The severest paroxysm
evanescent. may come and go quickly

and suddenly.

Often ends in dropsy. If uncomplicated never
produces dropsy.

If, in any case of chronic or recurrent difficult

breathing, our author feels a doubt as to whether the

essential condition is bronchitis or asthma, the first

question he put is
—"Is your complaint a winter

complaint ?
;
' If he gets a negative answer, if he is

told the season makes no difference, that it is as bad
in summer as winter, the thing is settled—it is not
bronchitis. If, on the other hand, he gets an affirma-

tive answer, he sees strong reason to suspect that

bronchitis is present, and if not uncomplicated, that

is to say, if asthma is present as well, is at any rate

the cause of the accompanying asthma. He then
put these two additional questions:—"Is cough a

constant and troublesome part of the attacks?"

"Do you expectorate much, and is the sputum
thick and yellow ?" If these questions are answered
in the affirmative, then, beyond all doubt, the case

is one of bronchitis ; if they are answered in the

negative, then, it is certain that it is not bronchitis.
" As to the distinction of the difficulty of breathing

due to asthma from that due to emphysema, suffer-

ing each to be uncomplicated by the other, our
author thinks the three following points of contrast

would always suffice

:

IN EMPHYSEMA. IN ASTHMA.
Respiration is never Respirationmay beper-

free. fectly free in intervals.

Drumminess of the Chest only drumming
chest unvarying. at paroxysms.

Intercostal depressions Intercostal depressions

effaced. strongly marked, espe-

cially at each inspiring

effort.
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Electrolysis in Tumors.

Dr. Neftel, in the Medical Record, gives the

following case : „

Hon. Th. T. D , a highly accomplished gen-

tleman, 58 years old, consulted last year several

celebrated surgeons in London and Paris (amongst

others, Nelaton) with regard to a tumor in the left

mammary region. They all advised him not to

undergo any surgical operation, as they considered

the tumor a malignant one, the removal of which

would only hasten the fatal termination of the un-

doubtedly constitutional disease. The patient, never-

theless, insisted upon the extirpation of the tumor,

and our great surgeon. Dr. Marion Sims, quite suc-

cessfully performed the operation in Paris. Soon
after the cicatrization of the wound, however, the

axillary glands of the same (left) side began to en-

large, and in January last presented tumor, of the

size of an egg, consisting of a conglomeration of en-

larged and indurated glands. Dr. Sims again extir-

pated this second tumor, the microscopical appear-

ance of which was that of a real cancer (carcinoma

of the axillary glands). The specimen was presented

to the New York Pathological Society, and examined
by distinguished histologists. The wound this time

healed very slowly, as it was accompanied by dan.

gerous complications, an extensive erysipelas, high

fever (107.8 degrees Fahrenheit), rigors and delirium.

Scarcely had the wound healed, when a new scir-

rhous tumor began to grow in the right mammary
region, and very soon attained the size of an orange

?

or more. It now became evident that another sur-

gical operation would be useless, for it could only

call forth, as before, an immediate relapse, and per-

haps in a more dangerous locality. As nothing re-

mained to save the patient, who was perfectly aware

of his condition, and whose constitution was broken

down, I proposed the electrolytic treatment, expect-

ing, as the best result, merely the local destruction

and absorption of the tumor
;

for, in the present

state of our knowledge, I could not have entertained

any hope of producing by electrolysis the least favor-

able change in the constitutional disease.

On the 27th of April, and the 4th and 7th of May,
in the presence of Drs. Metcalf, Nott, and B. How-
ard, I performed the electrolysis by means of the

large apparatus of Kruger and Hirschman, with ele~

ments, of Siemens, subdividing, at the second and
third operation, the cathode into three and four

branches, connected with the needles by serres-fines.

The latest improvements of the apparatus afforded

the possibility of gradually increasing the quantity

of the current, without interrupting the circuit, and
of diminishing it in the same way , so that the cirt

cuit was broken only by the extraction of the las-

needle. Not a drop of blood escaped. The first

operation lasted two minutes, using ten elements

;

|

the second five minutes, with twenty elements ; and
the third ten minutes, with thirty elements. After

the operation the tumor increased considerably in

size, but became softer and more elastic. No febrile

or other local or constitutional symptoms followed.

On the contrary, the patient who before was weak,

anaemic, and cathectic, began to gain strength and

nesh; the tumor at the same time diminishing

slowly but constantly. A month after the first sit-

ting, the tumor was found a great deal softer and

smaller ; at the end of the second month it had al-

most disappeared, and a fortnight later no trace of it

remained. The general condition of the patient is

now in all respects excellent, and new deposits can

nowhere be detected. In his last letter he writes to

me as follows : "lam not able to discover any new
deposits anywhere, nor would the tumor in the right

breast be detected by any ordinary observer. I hope

the old devil who took lodgings there and was

ejected, took all his baggage with him."

The above-related case presents the following

points of interest

:

1. The patient has been examined by a number
of celebrated physicians in Europe and America,

who have all considered him affected by a constitu-

tional cancerous disease ; and the extirpated tumors,

being real cancers, have proved the correctness of

the diagnosis.

2. The described case brings me to the conclusion

that the electrolysis must be considered not only as

a lacal agent, as thinks Althaus, but as one capable

of modifying, and even curing, the constitutional

diathesis. I explain it in the following way : It has

already been established, by experimental researches,

that the electric current affects powerfully all proto-

plasmatic structures. Hence it is possible and pro

bable that the cells (which have to be considered as

bearers of the contagion and the cause of the general-

ization of the disease) get their protoplasma altered

in such a way by electrolysis, as to lose its specific

infectious properties, and make it incompatible with

the existence and propagation of the cancerous new
formation.

3. Finally, this is the first authentic case of cure

of a real cancer in a subject affected with constitu-

tional diathesis. I think that if Althaus, to whom
we are indebted for the improved electrolytic method,

did not succeed in curing a single case of malignant

tumor, it is owing only to the imperfection of the

apparatus with which he works. I have had one like

it imported from London, and have ascertained, by

the feeble deflexion of the needle of my galvanome-

ter, and by the weak muscular reaction it produces,

that Althaus' apparatus generates a very small cur-

rent-quantity. This explains also why he is obliged

to have recourse to so numerous and prolonged sit-

tings (half an hour), whilst, with the excellent ap-

paratus I am in the habit of using, incomparably

better results can be obtained in a much shorter

period.
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Use of Collodion in Entropium.

S. B. Robins, M. D., of Lawrenceburg, Indiana

{the Western Journal of Medicine), mentions collo-

dion as a valuable agent in the treatment of per-

verted conditions of the eyelids. He briefly gives

his experience in cases of entropium. Apply com-

mercial collodion with a brush, several times per day,

to the outer surface of the inverted lid, and its effects,

by its mechanical power to contract the surface

upon which it is applied, an immediate contraction

of its outer surface, and consequent bringing of the

ciliary margin to its natural position. If one appli-

cation is insufficient to bring the cilia in position, it

can be repeated until the desired position is attain-

ed, where it may be held for any length of time, by

repeating the application. And this gained, all is

gained that is offered by any other mode of treatment

with which he is conversant, be it either of the many

operations proposed, or the application of compress

and bandages, adhesive straps or sutures. It can be

applied without any inconvenience
;
produces no

pain, but a warm pungent sensation; it is very

cleanly and not unsightly, and the tears that prevent

the thorough use of adhesive straps, and excoriate

the skin under the compresses, have no effect upon

the surface covered with collodion ; the lid loses its

reddened, swollen look, and assumes a more healthy

appearance. He has used it with equally good effect

in ptosis, especially in cases occurring in aged per-

sons, and has been led to believe that it exerts some

influence in restoring to healthy action the levator

palpebral muscle when rendered inactive by palsy of

the third nerve.

•« Mothers' Marks."

Dr. J. L. Kitchen, of Wyanet, Illinois, reports to

the Chicago Medical Examine)- the following inter-

esting case

:

Mrs. E. H., of this place, was confined on the 11th

of October, 1868, by Dr. P. J. Mulvane, The con-

finement lasted four hours, and it was observed that

the left arm of the child had been amputated at the

middle third of the humeral region. Upon investi-

gation, it was ascertained that the mother, shortly

after becoming pregnant, visited in the East, and

while traveling on the cars witnessed the great toe

of a cliild amputated by the car door shutting upon

it violently. The mother attributes the cause of the

arm amputation, to the sight of the last men-

tioned. I have seen the child, which is well and

hearty, and since it is a case of unusual interest to

me, I thought it might be of sufficient interest for

publication.

A death from chloroform is reported in Pitts-

burg, in the practice of Dr. John Dickson. The

patient wa3 about to submit to amputation of the

leg, but died about one minute after the anaesthetic

was administered.

Reviews and Book Notices.

NOTES OX BOOKS.
* Dr. Eb^st Hallier, the widely known histolo--

gist of Jena, and Professor of Botany there, has

commenced a journal devoted to the study of Pari-

sites

—

Zeitschrift fur Parasiten Kunde. The first

number appeared in May, and it will be continued

every two months. Each number has two or more
handsome lithographic plates, and costs, in currency,

$3.30. They can be had of Mr. L. W. Schmidt, 24

Barclay St., N. Y. Prof. Salisbury, of Ohio, is the

only American writer we notice among the contrib-

utors.

Transactions of the Indiana State Medical So-
ciety at its Nineteenth Annual Session, 1869.
Published for the Society. Indianapolis, 1869,
Pamphlet, pp. 70.

This volume indicates a prosperous interest in

medical matters on the part of our brethren in In-

diana. It contains an address by the President, Dr.

N. Field, of Jeffersonville ; an article entitled,

"Why Doctors Disagree," by Dr. V. Kersey, of

Richmond ; a case of Anasarca, by Dr. J. Moffett
}

a discussion of the Digestive Assimilation of Medi-
cines, by Dr. W. J. Elstun ; the report of a case of

dislocation of the femur, by Dr. M. Sexton, of Rush-
ville ; a discussion on Puerperal Convulsions, and
the minutes of the Annual meeting of the current

year.

Foeticide, or Criminal Abortion. A Lecture
Introductory at the University of Pennsvlvania
Session, 1839-40. By Hugh L. Hodge, *M. D.
Philadelphia: Lindsay & Blakiston, 1869. Pamph-
let, pp. 44. Price 40 cents.

Thirty years ago, this autumn, Professor Hodge
felt it his duty to call the attention of the profession

to the growing and detestable crime of artificial abor-

tion for insufficient cause. These thirty years have

not erased the blot from society. On the contrary,

men of extended observation say that it has in-

creased. If any excuse of ignorance of its crimi-

nality has hitherto been offered in extenuation, that

excuse is valid no longer. With the warnings of

the clerical and secular authorities in her ears, no
woman who reads, can do this act under excuse of

convenience. The republication *of Dr. Hodge's

lecture is opportune, and we hope it will be widely

read.

Aluminum Wire Ligatures.

Dr. Alfred Starr, a prominent dentist, resid-

ing at 102 East Twenty-sixth street, New York,

sends us a coil of Aluminum wire, which he recom-

mends for its cheapness, lightness and flexibility for

the purpose of ligaturing blood-vessels. Dr. M. S.

Butler has been experimenting with it, and we would

call the attention of other surgeons to it.
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ti&~ Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,
News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, sucb. especially as re-

quire original experimental research., analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

i&?*To insure publication, articles must be practical,

brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

We particularly value the practical experience of coun-
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfullv belongs to the profession.

TO SUBSCRIBERS.

The 21st volume of the Medical and Sur-

gical Reporter began on July 3rd. A
large number of subscriptions are due from

that date, and we look to a prompt response

to the bills already sent out and being sent.

—

Our bills always call for PAYMENT IN AD-

VANCE.

We can still supply a few complete sets or

volumes from the commencement, bound or un-

bound. Tliey should be applied for soon, as

tliey will soon be exhausted.
*

IS MEDICINE AN OCCULT SCIENCE ?

Secret, hidden, concealed; that is what is

meant by occult, as all readers know, and the

sciences so-called in past times, embraced
those the teachings and practice of which were
confined to the chosen few, and sacredly with-

held from the public. The doors of these tem-

ples of knowledge were not thrown open, or

if opened in appearance, only to the extent of

deceiving the profanum vulgus by a sham pre-

tense of candor.

Alchemy, astrology, chiromancy, all pursued

this plan. The healing art in the dark ages,

also did not hesitate to adopt the same course.

It was even defended on the ground that the

interests both of physicians and their patients

were benefited by this air of mystery. The
former were protected against illiterate poach-

ers on their domains, the latter were hindered

from any attempts at tampering with their own
health and lives by the misuse of drugs.

The reasoning has some ring of honesty

about it, and in a modified form we hear it fre-

quently nowadays. But experience proves

that it is false. In point of fact, the more
sedulously a veil of mystery is thrown around

medical science, the more backward we are

in disseminating medical knowledge among the

people; the more we strive to conceal from
them the powers of drugs, and the principles

of health and disease, the more certainly are

they the victims of unscrupulous charlatans,

the stronger is the temptation for them to em-
ploy drugs, and to attribute to them qualities

which they do not possess. Nititur in vetitum,

is a principle of human action that we can al-

ways count on.

Very absurd in the light of history and psy-

chology, therefore, is the position of those

physicians who, in this age, array themselves

against popular medical instruction. We can

gain nothing by secrecy; we can lose

much. There is nothing in anatomy, physiol-

ogy, materia medica, or pharmacy which will

injure any one to learn, if they only learn it

correctly. But as sure as the obsurists and ig-

norantists gain the upper hand, so sure will

false knowledge and pseudo-science gain the

victory.

Fatal Besult of Consulting a Pretender.

In New York, Cornelius Kailihor, suffering with

fever and ague, was advised to call upon Mrs. Marga-

ret Monaghan, who professed to cure that, among
other diseases.

She gave him a mixture consisting of one pint of

ale and the contents of a paper of ten cent tobacco.

He vomited violently, when some warm water was

given, followed by about one half of the former dose.

In a short time the patient died.

Result: A post-mortem examination by Drs.

Shine and Cushman, who very naturally found the

stomach highly inflamed and congested, evidently

caused by some irritant poison. There was in the

stomach and intestines a quantity of dark-colored

fluid, which smelled strongly of tobacco. In their

opinion death was caused by syncope, resulting from

exhaustion, consequent upon excessive vomiting,

produced by a poisonous dose of tobacco. The case

was adjourned by Coroner Flynn, who transmitted

the testimony taken to the Board of Health for their

action. Mrs. Monaghan was released on $1,000 bail

to await the result of the investigation.

Human life seems to^be held at a low valuation in

New York!

George C. Reynolds, M. D., a leading man
in one of the mission schools of Chicago, goes out

soon to Eastern Turkey as a missionary of the

American Board.
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Notes and Comments.

Poisoned by Hair Dye.

On the 15th of June Dr. J. M. Witherwax, an

old and respected practitioner of Scott county, Iowa,

died with peculiar and obscure symptoms.

The Scott County Medical Society appointed a

committee, consisting of Drs. J. W. H. Baker?

Hazen, Farquarson, Cantwell and French, to inves-

tigate the causes which led^ to his death, it having

been the opinion of several medical gentlemen that

he died from the effects of lead poison.

The committee, through Dr. Baker, have prepared

their report, in which they unanimously concur in

the opinion that the cause of Dr. Witherwax's

death was rightly surmised, and that the poison was

introduced into the system through the use of hair-

dressing or dye. For four years previous to his

demise, Dr. Witherwax had used the dressing al-

most daily on his hair and whiskers, and frequently

during the whole period suffered from pains which

were similar to those produced by lead colic.

Drs. Hazen and Cantwell each made four separate

^analyses of the liver of Dr. W., and one of the kid-

neys, and found lead in the tissues of those organs

•each time. Their report accompanies that of the

committee.

Such instances have been only too frequent of

late. It is time that the profession took some de-

cided action in the matter. We cannot prevent

people using hair dyes. But what we can do is to

enlighten them on the dangers of all secret prepara-

tions, and put them in possession of means to dye

their hair, if need be, without dying themselves

shortly afterwards in consequence.

Trichinae.

At the meeting of the Association for the Advance-

ment of Sciences in Salem, Prof. Edwards, of Mon-

treal, read a paper upon the trichinae in pork, of

which we have heard so much of late years. After

the conclusion of this paper, Prof. Agassiz made

some remarks, and among other things he is re-

ported to have said, that he " hoped the appetite of

the community would not be disturbed by this sci-

entific discussion, as such worms are present in all

meats and even in vegetables, and there is no dan-

ger if they are properly cooked."

This statement is very justly criticized by Dr.

Snow in the Providence Journal. Prof. Agassiz, it

is to be hoped, did not make any such loose state-

ment, and it were just as well if he repudiated it.

Mistakes of Druggists.

A few days since, two deatbs were caused in Ho-

boken by mistakes in putting up prescriptions. They

were both children, and the fatal drug in both cases

was opium. In the one case it was prescribed by a

physician, in the other " over the counter." It is

quite time that for the safety of the public as well as

the reputation of the profession, something should

be done in this matter.

Suicides of Physicians.

Dr. E. J. Hudson, of Richmond, Ya., committed

suicide at Baltimore, by taking cyanide of potassium

He died August 30th.

Calvin S. Millington, M. D., formerly of Georgia,

committed suicide at his residence in Plainneld,

Waushara Co., Wisconsin, at eight o'clock, A. M.,

Aug. 9th, 1869, by opening a small incision in the

right jugular vein with the point of a razor.

Milk.
The recent microscopic examination of cow's milk

by a French chemist, it is stated, has disclosed cer-

tain curious facts in reference to the component

parts of this fluid. If the surface of fresh cream

be examined under the lens, it is asserted that there

is to be found, amid myriads of milky and fatty

globules, a number of round and oblong corpuscles,

sometimes accompanied with finely clotted matter,

being just what is seen in most substances in a state

of decay. In summer these corpuscles make their

appearance within fifteen or twenty-four hours after

milking ; in winter they will be perceptible after the

lapse of two or three days. At the moment of

coagulation, these corpuscles are seen to increase in

number, bud, form ramified chains, and at length to

become transformed into regular mushrooms or fila-

ments composed of cells \ l.iced end to end in simple

series, and supporting at their extremities a spheri-

cal knob filled with granulous matter. It is further

asserted that these animalcules may be classified

among the ascophora, and that many of the gastric

affections to which children are liable are owing to

this state Of the milk.

Purifying Vegetable Oils.

A method of purifying vegetable oil, as recently

introduced hi Paris, consists in allowing sulphuric

acid to fall into it in numerous thin streams, and

forcing air through at the same time, so that the oil

is not only kept in lively motion, but also takes up

numerous air bubbles, with which the foreign ele_

ments, separated by the acid, form a large mass of

scum, which is removed from time to time. The
introduction of air is kept up as long as the scum
forms and until the oil becomes apparently lightand

clear. At this stage the oil is still acid. It is then

heated in a copper vessel, by steam, for a half or

three-quarters of an horn-, to about 212 degrees, and

then cooled off to about 70 degrees Farenheit and
filtered. The oil will be more thoroughly purified

in this way than by the common method. The

process has been introduced into several establish-

ments in Paris, with excellent results.
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Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.

The Woman Question.

Eds, Med. and Surg. Repoetee :

Having noticed—though not with satisfaction

—

certain resolutions adopted by the Philadelphia

County Medical Society, I wish to express briefly a

few thoughts as dissenting from the views of that

body, or rather simply to record my name as an ad-

vocate of female medical education and female phys-

icians.

What is the difference, in principle, between giv-

ing a woman a general medical education, or pre-

paring her as a general practitioner, and making her

simply a practitioner of obstetrics, according to the

old custom in France, which so far as I know, is

continued to this day ? I am a witness to the fact

that it was the case so late as 1859. This usage

—better termed law—I mention not to inform, but

to remind those who may have forgotten, or may
not think of it. According to my recollection, sev-

eral lectures were delivered eveiy week for the ben-

efit of female students in Paris, by M. Dubois, at

the Hopital d' Accouchements, etc. ; or more prop-

erly the Faculty Cliniques, and they were allowed

the privilege of attending labor cases after ten

o'clock P. M., this being the hour at which we (the

males) were required to leave.

Experience is said to be a good teacher, and yet it

seems to have taught that country to continue this

custom. If ever any objection has been made to

it, I confess 1 am not aware of it. We probably

have many physicians who do not know that female

accoucheurs are there so favorably received.

Not much reflection will be required to perceive a

great difference between merely having an opinion

that females should not be educated as physicians,

and refusing to meet as members of a Society those

who choose to view it favorably ; for it would be

straining the point to argue that to be a member of

the same Society or in any manner to keep company
with a professional confrere, would be giving en-

couragement to his opinions upon the subject. In-

deed, with creditable men the course adopted might

have the opposite effect to that desired, for they are

not easily driven ; and it is better to treat all with

kindness than to pursue a course so well calcu-

lated to make hypocrites of a few. It is quite as

bad in effect to deny to others the right to consult

with a Professor or graduate of a female college.

In no expression made use of, is any unkind allu-

sion to the above named Society intended, for we
trust that no lucrative or other improper motive can

to that body be justly imputed.

J. B. R. PlTEXELL, M. D.

Snow Hill, Md., July, 1869.

An Egg Within an Egg.
Ed. Med. and Sueg. Rep. :

A few* days ago, my neighbor, Sbarpless Moore r

presented me with a curiosity in the form of an
ovum in ovo. A hen's egg had been brought in of

unusual size, which his wife proceeded to break into

a bowl, for cidinary use. But, what must have been

the surprise of the good housewife when, in addi-

tion to the usual contents of an egg, another perfect

egg plumped into the vessel.

The larger egg measured three inches by two and
five-eighths. The contents in the bowl appeared

quite natural. The included egg was two and an
eighth by one and a half inches. Its contents were

apparently also natural. The shell of the outer one

was rather thinner tban usual—the other was thick

and strong.

If the occurrence of an ovum in ovo is not unique,,

it is at least sufficiently rare to be pi aced on record.

It is no less interesting in a physiological point of

view, than curious, as a lusus naturce.

Will some reader of the Repoetee be so kind as-

to furnish a physiological solution of this egg-puzzle?

If properly set upon, this ovulum in ovo might

hatch out quite a brood of questions for the physio-

logist, as well as the hen-ologist, to solve—e. g«

—

how was the shell formed on the included egg ?

E. MlCHENEE, M. D.
New Gaeden, 10 of 8 mo., 1869.

Strange Diagnosis.

Eds. Med. astd Sueg. Repoetee:
On the 29th ofMay last, I was called to assist Dr-

James Kyle, of North Vernon, Indiana, to perform

the operation of tracheotomy on a boy 7 years of

age. Arriving at the house of the patient's mother,

I learned the history of the case from the attending

physician, Dr. Thompson, of Butlerville, which was
as follows :

Seven days previous he was called in great haste

and learned from the mother of the boy that he had
been playing with shelled corn in his mouth, and
had swallowed some. Dr. T. examined the patient

and diagnosed a foreign substance in the trachea,

and from surrounding circumstances judged it to be

a grain of corn.

He proposed to the mother to get a surgeon to op-

erate, as, after various attempts, it was found to be

impossible to otherwise get it out
;
but, at the sug-

gestion of some of the friends, the boy was taken to

Dr. Richardson, of Vernon, who most positively as-

serted that there was no foreign substance in the

trachea, but an elongation of the uvula.

Dr. T. suggested that Dr. Kyle be at once sum-
moned, as seven days had passed, and, in his opin-

ion, the boy could not live many days longer unless

tracheotomy was performed, and the substance,

whatever it might be,—corn, elongated uvula, or

what not, removed.
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Dr. Kyle was summoned, and performed tracheo-

tomy on the boy, removing from the trachea a large

grain of corn almost ready to sprout.

The operation was performed skilfully, and with

most happy results, as the family and friends had

great faith in the skill and judgment of Dr. Richard-

son.

The boy is well, and the mother still preserves the

grain of corn. J. P. Woodward, M. D.

Vernon, Indiana.

Epilepsy.

EdSv-Med? and Surg. Reporter :

I am treating a case of epilepsy in a boy fourteen

years old; well developed; light hair; blue eyes;

downcast in look ; rather plethoric
;
pulse full, num-

bers 108 beats to the minute
;
respiration natural

;

bowels regular; appetite good. He was attacked

with epileptic convulsions about two years ago, the

paroxysms increasing from day to day in frequency

and severity
;
having as many as eight, and never

less than three or four a day, occurring always dur-

ing the day, never in the night. He had never re-

ceived a blow or a fall
;
always enjoyed good health.

I saw the case on the 15th of June last. From the

history of the case, I suspected masturbation ; had

him closely watched, and his clothing and person

carefully examined, but could detect nothing to

prove my suspicions correct
;
gave him 10 grs. bro-

mide potassium half an hour before each meal ; also

five grains oxide zinc ter die. This treatment was
followed for several weeks, when no effect of the

bromide being manifested, I increased the dose to

£ss. ter die, when it seemed to control the paroxysms,

he not having one in five days, when they again re-

curred, but in a milder form, and continued until

the dose was increased to gjss., quater die, when
they again ceased. Up to the present writing, 12th

of August, he has not had a paroxysm since the 2d

day of August. In June the 12th, 24th number, of

your valuable journal, there is an article on the use

of bromide of potassium in epileptic convulsions, by

Prof. Wm. A. Hammond, who states that the symp-

toms due to large doses of the bromide in epilepsy

are. contraction of the pupils, drowsiness, weakness
of the arms and legs, depression of the mind, failure

of memory and delusion, and that in adults none of

these symptoms follow less doses than 10 grs.

Xone of the above symptoms have been manifested

in this case. It is true, there is some little drowsi-

ness and loss of memory, but he suffered from both

before commencing the use of the bromide ; nor

does it diminish the force and frequency of the pulse

as attributed to its use by some writers.

Dr. Brown-Sequard, in an article in the same

journal, says that an acne-like eruption on the face,

?aeck and shoulders should be produced by the bro-

mide in the treatment of epilepsy. ~No such eruption

has made its appearance in this case, although I

have been giving gjss. four times per day for some

time. ATow, is it absolutely necessary to increase

the dose until the eruption does make its appearance,

notwithstanding the paroxysms have entirely ceased ?

What is the maximum dose of bromide potassium,

and is there any danger from its continued use for

an indefinite time in as large doses as I am now giv-

ing it ? I am anxious to cure this case if it can

possibly be done, from the fact that he has been

treated by other physicians here, without giving him
any relief, and they scorn the idea that he is being

benefitted in the least, whatever under my treat-

ment. Since I have been giving him the bromide

in such large doses (continuing the oxide zinc) it

has not only arrested the paroxysms, but his coun-

tenance is much better, his eyes brighter, and he is

growing remarkably fast, which causes me to thiuk

that he will finally entirely recover. Perhaps you,

or some of the numerous readers of the Reporter
who have more experience with the bromide of po-

tassium than I have, will answer the above ques-

tions.

Respectfully yours,

J. Foreman, M. D.,

Port Royal, Ky.

A Simple Method of Treatment for Ingrowing
Toe Nail:

Eds. Med. and Surg. Reporter :

In the July ]STo. of Banking's Abstract, I notice

an article upon the treatment of ingrowing toe nail.

The instructions there given are doubtless effectual

in the removal of this very painful and annoying

disease
; yet, I conceive, all are more or less faulty,

from the fact that pain, to a greater or less degree,

must be the result, while at the same time, proce-

dures, somewhat formidable to many country prac-

titioners, are advised, which, were they strictly

executed, certainly must protract the case unneces-

sarily before a cure is established.

The treatment of which I am about to speak may
seem very insignificant, compared with that of

" those five well-known surgeons whose opinions I

read with interest," as well as with no small degree

of amusement
;
yet, nevertheless, I claim for it all

the merits of the radical cure advocated by Dupuy-
tren.

Having been a subject of this disease, several

years ago for a length of time, in both great toes,

the various methods adopted, such as "scraping

down the nail on the affected side till it was thin and

yielding, then introducing cotton under it," removal

of the corner, "keeping the sulcus between the nail

and the flesh clear of epethelium," the use of argent,

nit., astringent lotions, in short every imaginable

method up to that time, except a chloroform opera-

tion (?) failed to do anything more than afford brief

periods of relief, resulting in a return of the trouble

with more severity than ever. At length the follow-
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ing course was pursued: A triangular notch was

made midway in the free edge of the nail, extending

to its hody, (the piece out of which should he in size

about like the tooth of a tenon-saw;) from the point-

* ed margin of this notch, a furrow was made, as near

to the quick as possible, without penetrating it,

through the middle of the root as far as the dupli-

cative of skin ; a piece of cork was then inserted

under the nail, whose bulk was large enough to ex-

tend a few lines on either side of the notch, as well

as to compactly fill, without uneasiness, the inter-

space between the skin and extremity. This com-

pleted the " operation."

In a few hours relief was marked, rapid improve-

ment followed, and in a very short time it was quite

evident the cure was complete. The elevating tend-

ency of the piece of cork caused the corners to raise

from the inflamed flesh, while, at the same time, the

furrow through the center allowed the nail to flatten,

and the burrowing edge of the ingrowing corner to

eventually pass over and beyond the limited space of

its former confinement. Thus, it is plain, all the in-

dications of cure were fulfilled.

Since then I have pursued no other plan of treat-

ment in such cases, and, in every one, with unfail-

ing success. J. Mi Quigxey, M. D.

Cassville, Mo., Aug., 1869.

Tetanus,

Eds. Med. and Surg. Reporter :

I beg space in your columns to report what I con-

ceive to be a case of prevented tetanus. On May
3, 1869, my friend, Dr. Saunders, a gentleman

of skill and long experience, was called to see an old

negro woman, who, while washing, received a punc-

ture of a rusty needle, which passed beneath the liga-

ments of the metacarpo phalangeal articulation of the

thumb. On examination, Dr. S. found symptoms
of tetanus, and not having time to remain with the

case, very kindly submitted it to my care. I at once
set out to apply some of the various remedies re-

commended in this affection. On my arrival, I

found the following symptoms, which were much
more aggravated than those given me by Dr. S.

:

The hand was much swollen, and hot ; violent

pain about diaphragm ; constriction of fauces, with
some difficulty of deglutition

;
general muscular

pain, and slight spasm of dorsal muscles. I ordered

poultice to hand; gave £ of a grain of morph. sul.,

hypodermically, and waited for its effect. It ap-

peared to have none. I ordered chloroform, and ap-

plied it to the entire length of spine, and fjj given

per oris. In the course of an hour muscular rigid-

ity gave way, and a quiet sleep ensued. I left to

return in an hour or so. When I returned, found
her still sleeping, but some twitching of muscles. I

repeated the treatment as before, using half the

quantity, and retired for the night, leaving orders

that should any of above symptoms recur, to send

for me immediately. I was not disturbed during the

night. I found her on the following morning per-

fectly easy. The hand was much reduced, and
slight suppuration of the wound, and considerable

pus escaped. She has since been well, and to this

date has had none of the symptoms of this most hor-

rible disease. This chloroform treatment was first

practiced by Dr. Whitehill, of St. Louis, if my mem-
ory serves me right. With his reports, and the

happy results of my own case, Iam inclined to think it

the best treatment ever yet instituted, and well worth
at least a trial in every case.

John G. Beooxs, M. D.
Paducah, Kentucky.

,s A Mistake in Diagnosis."
Eds. Med. and Surg. Eep. :

As you have published (under the above caption)

an article in the Reporter for July 17th, from the

pen of Dr. Ward Cook, of Pendleton, which reflects

discredit on me, justice requires that you also pub-
lish my

explanation :

1st. The case in question was very clearly a case

of paraphymosis ; indeed the father so diagnosed it

before he called me to treat it.

2d. I did not treat it for erysipelas of the penis,

nor tell any one that it was erysipelas.

3d. I treated the case 36 hours, not three days.

4th. The object sought by my treatment was to

relax and loosen the prepuce and tissues of the penis

generally, thus to favor the return circulation, re-

lieve the congestion and allow the gians to be re-

turned without an operation. The result shows

that this object was attained ; and I submit that my
part of the treatment was as clearly a success as that

of Dr. Cook.

5th. As I neither boast, nor abuse my rivals, I am
at a loss to determine how Dr. C. learned that "I hold

myself up as being some in my school."

6th. I do not accuse Dr. C. of an intentional mis-

representation of facts ; but I do think his inform-

ants are not very good guessers.

G. N. Davidson, M. D.

Pendleton, Ind., Aug. 20, 1869.

News and Miscellany.

Professional Secrets.

A recent discussion before the British Medi-

cal Association seems to establish the extraordinary

fact that, according to the English law of evidence,

a medical witness is not merely not protected and

privileged, but is bound to divulge secrets which

have become known to him in a professional capac-

ity. Why should such an invidious discrimination

be made in his regard when the relationship of so-

licitor or barrister and client, and of priest and

penitent, are practically, if not theoretically, guarded

.by the most stringent privilege and secrecy.
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The Medical Department of the University

•of New York was yesterday transferred from the

north wing of the New York Hospitals, which it

has occupied since 1866, to their new and commo-
dious edifice opposite the gate of the Bellevue Hos-

pital on Twenty-sixth St., near the East River. The
present quarters are convenient to the Charity Hos-

pital, and the Department of Medical Charity in

Bellevue Hospital, to both of which the students

have access. Increased facilities for instruction will

he offered to the students in the new building, and
arrangements have been made whereby meritorious

individuals may be assisted pecuniarily in their

studies.

Dr. John Conolly, the eminent physician,

who is known to the dramatic world as the author

of a very able and ingenious treatise on the mental

condition of Shakespeare's Hamlet, has been made
the subject of a memoir, by Sir James Clark, just

published in London. Dr. Conolly died in 1867,

aged 73.

The Scotsman says : " The proportion of ille-

gitimate births to the total number of births is, in

Ireland, 3.8 per cent. In England the proportion is

6.4 ; in Scotland, 9.9. In other words, England is

nearly twice, and Scotland nearly thrice worse than

Ireland."

Le-po-tai, the celebrated Chinese physician

of California, has some 700 patients and an income

of $7,000 per week.

[Notices inserted in this column gratis, and, are solicited

from all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tions of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to a line.]

MARRIED.

Hopkins—Downey—September 1st, at the residence
of the bride's parents in Baltimore, by Rev. Henry C.
Cushmg, Dr. Howard H. Hopkins, of Baltimore county,
and Miss Maggie M., eldest daughter of Wm. Downey,
Esq., of New Market, Frederick county, Maryland.
Noel—Harris—In this city, on the 31st of August, by

the Rev. J. "Wheaton Smith, D. P., Dr. John Vavaseur
Noel and Mary Vansittart, eldest daughter of the late
Edward Harris, Esq., of Moorestown, N. J.

Rembatjgh—Crum—At Nyack, Rockland county, N.
T., on the 17th ult., by the Rev. Dr. Marvin, Alonzo C.
Rembaugh, M. D., of Philadelphia, and Miss Martha B.
Crum.

DIED.

Day—Near Alton, Iowa, July 27th, Sarah Rodgers,
the second daughter of Dr. J. A. and Mrs. E. T. Day, in
the eighteenth year of her age.

Hazleton—In Cavendtsh, Vt., August 8th, of malig-
nant typhoid fever, Frank H., eldest son of Dr. D. W.. and
Mrs.L. H. Hazelton, aged 15 yeais, 8 months and 24 days.

Jones—On the 22d of June, in New Orleans, at the
residence of her son, Dr. Joseph Jones, Mrs. Mary Jones,
relict of the Rev. Dr. C. C. Jones, in the sixty-first year
of her age.

McCook—At Pekin, Illinois, August 23d, after a long
illness, from disease contracted in the service during the
late war, Dr. L. A. McCook, in the 49th year of his age.

Smith.—At Jericho, L. I., September 1, Henry Moore-
house, infant son of Dr. Henry M. and Mary E. Smith,
of New York.

Stiles.—In Cincinnati, Ohio, August 21st, George De
Forest Stiles, eldest son of Dr. J. N. Stiles, of Windsor,
Vt., aged 32 years.

Wilson In Camden, N. J., on the 26th ult., Matilda
M., wife of George E. Wilson, and only daughter cf Dr.
W. C. Mulford.

QUERIES AND REPLIES.

Alcoholic Beverages—Jfessrs. Editors—It is often
asserted by temperance lecturers and others, that the
greater proportion of alcoholic liquors sold in these later
days as a beverage, are more or less drugged with poison-
ous articles, producing when imbibed into the system,
more deleterious effects than the 4 ' purer liquors" drank
thirty and forty years ago.
To what extent, if any, are such chugs used, and what

are their deleterious effects, when so combined and im-
bibed, and particularly do they have the eflect to make
mania a potu more frequent, or are these effects attri-

butable mainly or wholly to alcohol ?
What is the difference between alcohol resulting from

grape or berry wine, and that from rye, corn, or cane
sugar ?
Please give your readers " reliable data" in reference

to the forgoing questions.
M. Deforest, Jr., M. D.

Middleburg, Conn.

Ans We have always doubted those laudatores temporis

acti, who pretend that intemperance was any less severely

punished by disease in times gone by than now. We do

not believe that the strychnia or coculus indicus, or other

drugs said to be used in the manufacture of liquors do the

injury. It is the alcohol, and this is the same whether

derived from rye whiskey, Holland gin, Jamaica rum or

grape wine. Within a month, a physician, a resident in

the City Alms House more than 42 years ago, told us that

delirium tremens was as frequent and as severe then as

now. The " purer liquors" is a pure myth.
Dr. J. H. S.—Your inquiry about the comparative vir-

tues of American and French Pepsin we are not able to
answer. Perhaps some reader who has given each a fair

trial will oblige you with his experience.

Dr. J. W. B., of N. H— ". Is there any work published
on the effects of the mind on disease ?"

Ans.—The nearest to what you wish is probably Murray
On Emotional Disorders." Price $1.50.

WORDS OE CHEER.
Drs. D. and P., Indiana, write, " We are compelled to

sry that the Medical and Surgical Reporter is indis-

pensable. If has rendered us more service thtm we could

get from our standard authors on practice—we mean more
practical service. It always greets us with pages teeming
with valuable suggestions."

Dr. A. L. H., of Tennessee, writes, " I derive more
practical and useful information from reading the Re-
porter than all other periodicals pertaining to the heal-

ing art."

meteorology;.

AUG. 23, 24, 25, 26, ; 27, 28, 29.

Wind

Weather,
j

N. E.
Clear

N.E.
Clear

S. E.
Clear
sh'wr.

N. W. W.
Clear Clear

|

W.
Clear
sh'wr

N. W
Clear

DepthRain

TJxermom. ...

Minimum..
At 8, A M.
At 12. M...
At 3, P. M.

65
72
79
82
74.50

61
68
80
82
72.75

57°
69
80
83
72.25

60° 54°
76 70
81 77
75 80
83 70.25

58°
72
83
75.25

65°

80
80
65.75

Barometer..
At 12, M...

3.02
j

1

30.2 3.02 30.1 30.2 30.2 30.1

Germantovm, Fa. i. J. Leedom.
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Communications.

COMPOUND COMMINUTED FRAC-
TURE OF THE SKULL, WITH FRAC-
TURE OF THE BASE—COMPRES-
SION—TREPHINING—RECOVERY.

Reported by W. F. Peck, M. D.,

of Davenport, Iowa,

To the Iowa State Medical Society.

David Joy Starbuck, aged 32 years ; native

Massachusetts ; nervous bilious temperament

;

occupation, brakeman on C. R. I. and P. R.

R.
;
always enjoyed good health; habits ac-

tive and temperate
;
height 6 ft. 2i in.

;
weight

196. On July 9th, 1868, a freight train on

which he was employed as brakeman, met
with an accident about eighty miles west of

Davenport, which precipitated fourteen cars

down an embankment. Mr. S. was on one of

the cars which was loaded with ties, and when
the car tipped he was thrown to one side and

forward in advance of the coming car. As
the ties broke through the car the end of one

struck him in the right temple, producing a

compound comminuted depressed fracture of

the temporal and parietal bones, together with

a compound fracture of the base of the skull.

"When found he was unconscious. He was
immediately taken to the nearest place

—

Marengo—and attended by Drs. Hughson and
Alverson, I was sent for, and arrived at the

place twenty hours after the accident. His

condition when first seen by myself was as

follows: Comatose; pulse 94; respirations 20

and stertorous ; skin dry and hot ; left pupil

largely dilated with no irregularity of sight

;

bowels unmoved ; urine had passed off freely.

The right temple was very much swollen, in-

cluding the tissue around the eye, which was
ecchymosed and entirely occluded. At the

outer angle of the orbit there was a small

laceration of the tissue not more than one-

eighth of an inch in diameter, and from which,

there had been incessant hemorrhage from

the time the accident occurred. There was.

also considerable hemorrhage from the right

ear. So far as could be ascertained no paraly-

sis of the body had existed. After consulta-

tion I made a free incision from the lacerated

wound directly backward along the lower

border of the temporal bone to a point di-

rectly over its articulation with the parietal

bone. I then made another incision directly

upward, commencing at about the middle of

the first incision, extending about three inches

and then carefully dissecting down to the bone,

tying the temporal artery. I found the bone
comminuted and depressed. I trephined in

the parietal bone at its articulating margin

with the temporal at a point about the centre

of the temporal bone, and having removed a

circular disc by means of the elevator, I ele-

vated the depressed bone ; but finding it de-

tached to a great extent it was deemed best

to remove the entire amount included in the

fracture. Having removed the larger pieces,

the spiculos penetrating the brain substance,

including several small pieces were also ex-

tracted, when four small lacerations through

the membranes into the brain were found. In

ascertaining the extent of the injured bone,

I passed the finger downward in the direc-

tion of the petrous portion of the temporal

bone, when an extensive fracture was found

in the base of the skull into which the index

finger passed without difficulty. This diagno-

sis was verified by Drs. Hughson and Alver-

son. It seemed scarcely possible that recovery

229
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could occur under these circumstances. The
position was inclined to the right side, and, ex-

ternally, applications of cold water were made.
Internally he received a cathartic, and to sub-

due a too active circulation he took tr.

veratrum eight drops every four hours. Es-
sence of beef was given with considerable

difficulty. During the night he, at times,

showed a disposition to a return of conscious-

ness, which, however, was transient.

10th.—Pulse 90, and full ; bowels moved dur-

ing the night. Respirations 17, and not ster-

torous. The dilatation of the left pupil less

marked ; takes nourishment without as much
resistance. The hemorrhage from the ear

still continues, but not so much as before the

operation. There is considerable bleeding

from the wound, the tissues in the immediate

vicinity of which are much swollen. Applica-

tions the same, with the tincture of veratrum
internally

11th.—Rested poorly during the night
;
pulse

96
;

respirations 20. Can be aroused when
loudly and sharply spoken to, but not so as to

appreciate anything. Tongue covered with a

heavy, whitish coating ; skin hot and dry

;

bowels still unmoved; the hemorrhage from
the ear is less. Wound is commencing to sup-

purate ; little bleeding from the surface, al-

though there is occasionally some blood seen

to escape from under the dura mater. ^To

change in the left pupil
;
sight normal. Ve-

ratrum continued, with a cathartic ofcompound
cathartic pills.

12th.—Rested tolerably well during the day
and night. Is more easily aroused; surface

less hot and dry ; bowels moved several times

;

tongue moist and less coated. There is still a

little oozing from the ear
;
pulse 86, and full

;

the dilatation of the left pupil has nearly dis-

appeared; respirations 16. For nourishment

he takes liberal quantities of beef tea, and
chicken tea ; veratrum continued. Wound is

discharging profusely. Weather extremely

hot; thermometer 108 degrees in the shade.

12th.—Very delirious during the night
;
got

out of bed and walked around the room.
When loudly spoken to, answers questions,

but immediately passes into a murmuring con-

dition
;
pulse 80, full and regular

;
respiration

15, and in other respects natural; left pupil

natural; skin, not hot, but dry; bowels un-

moved
;
very little oozing from the ear ; no

blood from the wound, but a large amount of

matter. Cold applications and veratrum con-

tinued.

13th.—Still delirious, although he received

some sleep during the night
;
pulse 84, and

full
;

respirations 16 ; takes nourishment

;

gave cathartic as before.

14th.—Less delirious; pulse 86, and full;

bowels moved freely in the night ; surface

moist
;
sleeps more, and less disposed to mur-

mur
;
hemorrhage from the ear ; wound look-

ing well ; no change in treatment.

15th.—Rested fairly during the night; skin

dry, but no increase of heat
;
pulse 90, full and

regular
; respirations 14, and quite regular

;

delirious occasionally ; suffers from " twitch-

iugs" of the left arm, but otherwise his con-

dition is very good ; the wound is suppurating

finely, and the swelling and ecchymosis over

the right eye is disappearing
;
very hot wea-

ther ;-Tiold applications continued.

16th.—Rested very poorly during the night

;

got up and walked about, notwithstanding the

remonstrances of the attendants
;

pulse 96

and full ; surface dry and hot
;
tongue coated

with yellowish-whitish coating ; the twitchings

have disappeared : bowels moved twice during

the night
;
respirations normal ; delirious oc-

casionally ; wants to go home, and cannot be
convinced that he had better remain where
he is. Wound looking well, and suppurating

finely. Continued the cold applications, and
the veratrum

m
as before; takes animal fluids

freely.

17th.—General condition better ; when
asleep, his mind wanders, and dwells on the

business transacted at the station at which the

train stopped before the accident occurred.

Talks quite rational when awake, but does

not seem to appreciate his situation. Re-
members nothing touching the accident

;
pulse

80 and full
;

respirations natural ; bowels

moved once during the night ; the swelling

around the eye much reduced
;
pupils alike in

size, and both normal; surface moist; the

wound is discharging copiously ; the incised

tissue is, however, everted and tumified ; sus-

pended the veratrum
;

applications to the

head the same.

18th.—Rested very poorly during the night

;

could not be restrained by his attendants on
account of delirium, which could not be con-

trolled. The wound is not discharging aa

much as usual. Tongue dry
;
pulse 92 ;

respi-

rations 16; surface dry; takes nourishment

with considerable difficulty ; bowels have not

moved for several days ; answers questions

when spoken to only a part of the time ; took

internally veratrum gtt. viij
,
every four hours

;
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pills compound cathartic. No. iij ; hot appli-

cations to the wound.
Received a despatch from Dr. Alverson

stating that " Starbuck's condition was much
worse , and that death was expected at any
time." I went out to Marengo on the first

train, and remained with him sixteen hours,

when through the kindness of Supt. Kimball

he was brought to Davenport on an extra

train, which was carefully accommodated to

the wants of the patient. Arrived in Da-

venport on the morning of July 19th, when
he was taken to the Davenport City Hospital

and supplied with fine airy quarters.

19th

—

Davenport,—Was admitted into the

Hospital this morning ; does not seem to have
suffered from the transportation ; rests tolera-

bly well, but flighty at times
;
pulse 86 and

full ; bowels moved this morning ; wound dis-

charging more freely; surface dry, but not

hot; swelling around the eye very nearly

gone, although the ecchymosis is still linger-

ing; tongue moderately furred, but moist.

There has been a little serous-bloody dis-

charge from the ear. Veratrum continued,

with a change to cold applications.

23d.—He has been doing well during the

past four days. General condition good

—

pulse, skin and alimentary system in good

order.

Discontinued the medicine and commenced
strapping the wound to approximate the

edges. The discharge from the ear was slight,

and continued only twenty-four hours.

Nothing further, of importance, occurred

during his convalescence, which was unin-

terrupted. The strapping was kept up
every day, and hygienic surveillance enforced.

On the ninth week he was discharged from the

Hospital, and permitted to go to his own res-

idence, where he received the same careful at-

tention. The wound did not entirely close until

in March ,1869,when a small sequestrum of bone
exfoliated from the z}^gomatic extremity. He
now wears a silver plate on the outside to pro_

tect the brain. He is now engaged in the bu-

siness of ticket agent at Moscow station, C.

E. I. & P. E. E., where he does not hesitate

to perform almost any kind of manual labor.

Among the records of surgical science, no

more interesting case of recovery is to be

found, presenting, as the foregoing case does,

complications, any one of which often termi-

nates life. The celebrated case which occur-

red in 1841, in New Hampshire, was certainly

a remarkable recovery. But. in that case no

trephining was necessary, and the canal made
by the tamping bar permitted gravity to carry

away the discharge.

A photograph of the patient is here pre-

sented, to show his condition when discharged

from treatment.

The special points of interest in the here-*

with submitted case, to which I desire to in-

vite attention are :

1st.—The condition of the patient at the

time the operation was performed.

2d.—A distinct fracture of the base of the

skull, which was separated so wide as to per-

mit the introduction of the index finger

—

which experiment was made by three surgeons.

3d.—The extent of bone removed by the

trephining operation, wT
as in size two and a

half square inches.

4th.—Laceration of brain tissue and mem-
branes, some of which came away with recov-

ery without any impairment of the mental
faculties or general health.

CASES IN OPHTHALMIC PRACTICE,

By L. Barbour, M. D.,
* Of Pittsburgh, Pa.

STRABISMUS.

Mrs. M. Z., age forty-eight. This lady had

convergent strabismus of left eye until she

was twenty years old, when she applied to a

surgeon of some reputation to have the de-

formity removed. He operated upon the eye,

but instead of straightening it, turned it in the

opposite direction. When she applied to me,

August 16th, 1868, this eye was immovably

fixed, and the pupil just visible at the external

canthus. She had no power to move it her-

self, and it could not be turned to the parallel

position with the fixation forceps.

Recently, the sight of the right eye had be

come very imperfect, and the lady and her
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friends were anxious to have the left straight-

ened, hoping it would improve sight.

It was evident, to my mind, that this would
be no easy matter. Yet I thought it could pro-

bably be done by separating the attachment

of the external rectus from the sclerotic, and
letting it fall back, and separating and bring-

ing forward the internal. I had the valuable

counsel and assistance of Drs. Wall and
Simons, of Cambridge, Ohio, and proceeded

to operate by first making a vertical incision

through the conjunctiva and farsia, a little

back of the usual position for dividing the in-

ternal rectus, and with the blunt hook tried to

find the attachment of this muscle. Only a few
fibres could be found, as the muscle appeared

to have been almost entirely absorbed. These,

however, were separated from their attach-

ment, and quite a large semilunar flap was re-

moved from the conjunctiva and farsia.

I now separated the tendon of the external

rectus from the sclerotic, when the eye was
easily turned parallel with the forceps ; but

when they were removed it immediately re-

turned to its former position. I now, while

the eye was turned a little toward the inner

canthus, closed the wound upon the inner side

of the ball, with two points of suture, which
were made to enclose the conjunctiva, farsia

and fibres of the internal rectus muscle. Hav-
ing removed the semilunar flap from this

wound, I expected it, when closed, to keep

the eye parallel; but in this was disap-

pointed, for no sooner were the forceps re_

moved than it returned to the position it occu-

pied before we began the operation.

I now determined to force the eye to assume

a parallel position for a few days, hoping that

after the muscles became accustomed to this

position, they would retain it. Consequently

a thread was fastened to the ball at the point

where the external rectus was attached, and

with this the eye was turned parallel and the

thread fastened to the nose with a piece of

plaster. On the fourth day, the thread sepa-

rated from the ball ; but to our satisfaction,

the eye remained natural. There was but lit-

tle lateral motion, but enough for all practical

purposes.

The lady accomplished her object, and has

very good sight, with an eye which had been

useless for almost half a century.

I have resorted to the " thread operation"

in several cases, and find it a valuable adjunct

in obstinate cases of strabismus.

Such operations as the above would not be

required, providing gentlemen who operate

for strabismus, would be content with dividing

the muscle and sufficient of its coverings to

reach it. A few years since, I was present,

while a surgeon, who has quite a reputation

in the West, performed this operation. And I

am certain he divided all the tissues down to

the sclerotic for the space of half an inch. I

know of four cases that he has operated upon

for convergent strabismus, and every one now
have divergent. I have never known the eye

to turn in the opposite direction, except where
an unwarrantable amount of tissue has been
cut.

CATARACT.

Mr. W. S., age fift}Miine, consulted me
April 17th, 1869. Has been blind with right

eye since he was six years old ; thinks he re-

ceived a blow upon the eye about that time.

During the last year and a half the sight of

the left eye has been gradually failing. He
cannot see to read any kind of print, but can

see large objects.

Upon examination I find a well-developed

cataract in right eye, and partially-developed

one in the left ; both pupils respond to atropia,

which improves the sight of the left eye.

The patient was anxious for an immediate

operation upon the left eye ; but as he yet had

useful sight, I preferred delaying this opera-

tion until the cataract was mature ; and as the

right eye appears perfectly healthy, with the

exception of the cataract, and he could distin-

guish light with it, as patients usually can if

the retina retains its function, I advised him to

have the cataract removed from this eye, as

with this eye lie had but little to lose. He
consented to the operation, and on the 18th of

April, with the assistance of Drs. Ingraham

and Wright, of Coshocton, Ohio, I extracted,

by the usual upper flap, a rather soft cataract.

The lens was not only soft for a man of 59,

but, what was to me peculiar, it was as soft at

the centre as at the circumference.

No pain nor inflammation followed the opera-

tion ; and on the fifth day the eye was opened

and examined. The wound healed by first in-

tention; pupil was clear, but no sight. On the

twelfth day he left for his home, believing the

operation a failure, and promising to return in

the fall and have the other eye operated upon.

A few weeks ago I accidentally heard that

Mr. S. was seeing with this eye, and immedi-

ately wrote to him for the facts, and received

the following answer

:
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Otsego, Muskingum C<).. Ohio. )

July 2*tli, 1SG0. S

De. L. Bakbour—Dear Sir : A few days after I arrived

home, sight began to come to the eye yon operated upon,

and it has continued to improve, until I now see very

well ; can read plain print without glasses. I am now
thankful to you for proposing this operation.

Truly yours, WILLIAM Stakkey.

It appears that this gentleman can see about

as well with this eye. as patients usually do

who have only been blind a few months. The

eye having been blind for more than half a

century, made it of iuterest to me, aud I hope

will prove so to my readers.

A CASE OF ABORTION WITHRUPTURE
OF UTERUS AND RECTUM,

By Joshua B. Graves, M. D.

of Ctr.mig, New York.

Reported by Charles M. Graw, M. D.

December 18th, 1861, Dr. J. B. Graves was
called in the night in haste to see Mrs. T,

in consultation with Dr. H. Found her ex-

tremely prostrated from hemorrhage and the

effects of chloroform previously administered

by. Dr. H. Ordered diffusible stimulants given

at once and frequently repeated, and obtained

the following history of the case :

Mrs. T. was a large, spare woman, with a

nervo-sanguine temperament, aged 33, mar-

ried, and the mother of four children. She was,

at this time, in her fourth month of pregnancy.

Being very poor, and with a family already of

four, and fearing her ability to support any in-

crease to it, she had determined to have no
more children. Accordingly, some three days

previous, by placing herselfupon her knees, she

introduced into the vagina a large-sized knit-

ting-needle, and guiding it with her finger into

the os, she sat back upon it, pressing until she

felt pain. Desisting, and withdrawing the in-

strument, it was slightly stained with blood.

No hemorrhage immediately followed, nor in-

convenience.

The next day had light fugitive pains

in the lower portion of the abdomen,
but rested well that night. The third

day sent for Dr. H., as the pain had been

quite severe, and she had high fever. Dr. H.
found her with great pain in the back, simu-

lating labor pains, but with no hemorrhage

—

the os uteri closed, with a tenseness of the

walls of the uterus, and a pressing down of

that organ. Dr. H. saw her again in the even-

ing of that day, found the os partially dilated,

with the hand and arm of the foetus protrud-

ing into the vagina; pains lighter than at his

previous visit; administered tinct. ergot,

which partially revived her pains
;
they soon,

however, began to decrease, and in a little

while almost entirely ceased. The doctor then
gave her chloroform, and attempted to remove
the foetus with a pair of nasal polypus forceps.

He removed the arms, and then a leg, and at

last the body except the head. There was
considerable hemorrhage. The patient at this

time became so far recovered from the chloro-

form, as to refuse taking more. Dr. H. then

attempted the extraction of the head, which

caused her so much pain that he desisted, and

Dr. J. B. Graves was then sent for. While
the messenger was on his way, she had sev-

eral severe pains ; blood flowed quite freely,

and she passed from the womb, through the

vagina, a large lumbricoid worm. On Dr. G.'s

arrival, at 3 a.m., this worm, with the por-

tions of the foetus, were shown him. On ex-

amination, Dr. G. found the mouth of the

womb open, and a mass of thin, foecal matter

passing through it into the vagina. Dr. G.

then advised brandy every half hour with a

little sweetened milk, and left to see her again

next day, leaving Dr. H. to administer the

remedies.

Saw her again at 2 p. m. ; found reaction

well established
;
stopped the stimulants ; two

more large worms had passed away through

the uterus
;

introducing a speculum, he dis-

covered another large lumbricoid passing

through the os ;
removed it through the specu-

lum, with a pair of forceps. The contents of the

bowels were passing continually through the

os into the vagina and out. The vagina at this

time was normal, but soon became very highly

inflamed. In three days from last date, the

vagina, os, uterus, and indeed the entire pelvic

viscera wrere in a terrible state of inflamma-

tion. Introduced a speculum to conve}* the

faecal matter, that issued from the uterus,

away without its coming in contact with the

soft parts, but was unable to retain the instru-

ment in place to effect any good.

He then elevated the lower extremities on an

inclined plane, so as to keep the contents of

the bowels from gravitating into the womb
;

used warm water injections into the uterus

and the rectum, part of the latter injection

passing out through the womb and vagina.

The usual remedies for subduing inflamma.

tion were used in this case with anodynes to

relieve the pain, with complete success.

It was, however, three weeks from the time
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Dr. G. first saw her, before he succeeded inr

stopping entirely the passage of foecal matte
*through the uterus. Tonics were given to

support her, as soon as the inflammation sub-

sided, with small and frequently-repeated doses

cf ergot.

The discharges per uteri gradually dimin-

ished ; the contents of the bowels were dis-

charged per anum ; in six months' time she

was able to resume household duties. She

then removed to Pennsylvania. A year since,

Dr. G. met her husband, who informed him
she was well, and had since given birth to two
children, both healtlry and well, and that she

experienced no difficulty in either of her

accouchments.

POISONING- BY STRYCHNIA TREATED
WITH THE ORDEAL NUT.

By James T. Newman, M. D.,

of Chicago, Illinois.

Was called July the 1st, of the present year,

see a young lady, named Miss Kate Pindar,

esiding on Monroe street, ~No. 116, Chicago,

llinois. I found the pupils dilated, face suf-

sed and red, muscles rigid, head bent back,

spine curved, arms stretched out, hands clench-

ed, violent paroxysms every five or ten min-

utes. I gathered as quickly as possible all the

information that the mother possessed. It ap-

pears that the girl was suffering with chronic

diarrhoea and suppression of the menses. She

had employed a physician, who had given some

pills, one of which was to be taken three, times

a day. The second dose was reached nearing

the third, when the conditions that I have men-
tioned were observed by the mother. She im-

mediately sent for the doctor ; but not finding
j

him, I w^as sent for. I diagnosed poisoning b}<

nux vomica or its alkaloid. Having had a case

of tetanus some months ago, and the symp-

toms being so near alike, I resolved to treat

the case in the same manner that I would a

genuine case of tetanus. Not having 1113' hy-

pordermic syringe with me, I stepped out and
borrowed of a gentleman close b}\

I then went to the nearest drag sioie and

ordered one-sixth ofa grain of the calabar bean,

dissolved in twenty drops of water ; returned to

my patient and injected into the right arm, at

the biceps, my favorite place, and sat down to

watch the results. I had not watched more than

thirty minutes before I noticed that the pulse

became softer, and had fallen from 120 to 05
;

the respiration became more regular ; the legs

whichhad before been rigid, now became freely

movable ; the abdominal muscles lost their

tension, and the arching of the spine disap-

peared ; the jaws which had been locked, moved
freely. Thought she was better. Left her,

promising to come back in three hours. It is

six in the evening. Came back as I told them.

Found a slight return of the spasms and rigid-

ity of the muscles. I had prepared a pill con-

taining one-third grain of the ordeal bean,

which I gave and left her for the night. July

the 2d, much improved ; no symptoms of poi-

soning, with the exception that the pupils

were greatly dilated. I did not think it

necessary to give the medicine any longer.

Henct- , I prescribed plenty of good food. The
next day there was no dilatation of the pupils,

and no trace of poisoning. I told the mother

to send for the other physician, but the girl

refused to take any more medicine from him,

and asked me to continue writh her.

I -»usented to treat her, and immediately

pro'.eeded to find out what the matter was.

She told me that she had been troubled with

diarrhoea for over nine months; also com-

plained of acute pain in the left iliac fossa

;

sometimes it would course down the inner side

of the thigh. I took the speculum and exam-

ined the uterus ; found an ulcerated patch

about the size of a York shilling; to this I

traced all of her trouble ; took a piece of cot-

ton batting and wiped it clean, and then ap-

plied carbolized oil to the surface. The pro-

portions of the oil were as follows : Acid, two
parts

;
oli, one. This operation was repeated

once daily for three weeks. I also prescribed,

R. Quinia sulphatis, gr. xx.

Acidi sulphurici arora., fjij.

Syr. aurantii cortieis, tffvj. M.

I

Fiat mistura.

Sig. Teaspoonful three times daily.

She recovered rapidly under this treatment,

and to-day she is in perfect health.

Good Law.

I

Drunkards in Illinois are likely to have a hard

time. The new law classes them with insane per-

sons and idiots, and places them under the care of

guardian* and overseers of the poor; and when a

man has been declared an habitual drunkard, he has
*

no remedy from guardianship until a year has elapsed.

Why cannot every State have such a law— or

some law to protect society from misery and crime

resulting from the vice of drunkenness? If there is

an idiot or rather, an insane person who needs re-

straint, it is he who voluntarily puts "an enemy in

has mouth to steal away his brains."



September 18, 1869.] Periscope. 2 35

Editorial Department.

Abdominal Puncture in Tympanites.
James G. Davey, M. D., of Northwood. Bristol,

read before the British Medical Association the fol-

lowing case :

The case which I am about to narrate is, to my
mind, one of some practical value ; it opens up a
question, the reply to which I look for from this

present meeting.

On the Gth of last October (1868), I saw at Whit-
field, with Mr. Salmon, of Thornbmy, a female
child about nine years of age, suffering from a very
evident and severe affection within the abdomen.
The history of the case was this. In the preceding
August, toward the end of the month, Mr. Salmon's
assistance was sought for this child, in consequence
of her complaining very constantly of the " stomach-
ache." Mr. Salmon found his patient with an ab-

domen somewhat tender and distended. The
bowels were constipated, the tongue dirty and yel-

lowish, and the breath foetid. She felt sick, and was
without any appetite. He found her, in a word,
bilious. Aperient medicines were prescribed, and
warm poultices put on the abdomen. But little

and temporary benefit resulted, and then more
active aperients were resorted to. Enemata were !

evidently tympanitic; tongue loaded, moist, and,

covered with a darkish mucus ; breath very offensive.

She had no -appetite. The bowels had been relaxed

("diarrhcea".) The skin was somewhat hot and
dry; pulse rapid and feeble. Though believing the

case a hopeless one, we determined on a line of

treatment. We sought—1, to maintain the powers
of life by the aid of small and frequent quantities of

diluted brandy, beef-tea, milk, and the like
; 2, to

relieve the local distension and pain by the applica-

tion of the linimentum hydrargyri, a flannel band-
age being worn over the abdomen and around the

body. We agreed on the administration of small

doses of either calomel (one-sixth or one-eighth of a

grain) or grey powder (one or two grains), with

Dover's powder or opium, according to circum-

stances, every few hours ; as well as a mixture con-

taining spirit of chloric ether, compound tincture of

cardamoms and syrup of ginger, in camphor mixture.

I suggested further, the trial of a dose of castor-oil

and oil of turpentine every few days ; as well as

the use of O'Beirne's tube.

But to the point of this paper. In driving home-

ward with Salmon, it occurred to me that the enor-

mous quantity of gas or wind occupying either the

administered from time to time ; and the local appli- i

peritoneal sac, or it might be, the intestines, being

s- I

cation of tincture of opium with olive oil, and of
mustard cataplasms with turpentine stupes, w as sug-

gested. The diet was, of course, of a light character,
as broth and milk, with wine or brandy and water
occasionally. Two or three weeks elapsed, and the

symptoms not only did not give way or succumb to

treatment, but thev became much aggravated. The
indications of disorder of the prhnce vice became
more and more palpable. Thus the abdominal pjm
and distension were increased, and the sickness was
more urgent. The disinclination to take food per-
sisted

;
the tongue was still foul ; and the bowels re-

. mained more or less constipated—that is to say, not
duly purged. Palliatives, as spirits of cliloric ether,
hydrocyanic acid (dilute), etc., were now given, but
with only a passing relief to the sickness and pain.
Some farther time elapsed, and then it was that I

was requested to see her—in consultation, of course,
with Mr. Salmon. I found our patient lying on
her back, with the knees drawn toward the abdo-
men, but falling to the right side. She was greatly
emaciated, and to all appearance not far from death.
The abdomen was enormously distended, and very

nothing more nor less than a foreign body, or, at any

rate, a product of abnormal action in the pails con-

! cerned, should be evacuated. I said this to Mr
Sahnon. That gentleman hesitated to fall in with

! my suggestion. I pursued the subject thus. If, in-

i
stead of the air within the abdomen of our patient,

we felt assured there was fluid or water (ascites),

would not an operation—puncture—be then held to

be imperative on us ? Mr. Salmon assented. The

consequence was, that my friend did, on the very

next day, act on my suggestion, and operate. A
note from Mr. Salmon to myself, dated April 18th,

1S69, has these words, viz :
" In reply to your letter

respecting the little girl at Whitfield Farm, I find

that you saw her on the 6th of October (1868), and

on the following day I punctured the abdomen, let-

ting out an immense quantity of air, of a most of-

fensive character, which continued at intervals to

discharge uctil her death, which took place on the

19th of the same month. The operation," he goes

on to unite, " gave great relief, and tended much to

mitigate her suffering, previously to which the diffi-

culty of breathing had been most distressing."
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Let ine observe here, that the examination post

mortem revealed the ordinary belongings of " tuber-

cular peritonitis ;" viz : adhesions, deposits of lymph,

purulent effusions, and so on. There were, in ad-

dition, three ulcerations on the intestines, one of

which had, it would seem, opened a communication

between the gut and the abdominal cavity ; in the

immediate neighborhood of which, and external to

the bowel, some faeces was seen. This " communi-
cation," however, was nowhere near the seat of
4< puncture."

As you will perceive, it was not the <good fortune

of Mr. Salmon and myself to achieve more than the

relief of our patient's great sufferings ; but does not

this partial success seem to justify, in extreme cases

of tympanites, a resort to the trocar and canula ?

However, I am not without evidence of a more as-

suring or promising character ," and to that evidence

I would now invite your attention.

In the Medical Press and Circular for April

7th, 1869, you will find these words ; viz.

:

"Intestinal Puncture iu Tympanites.— Under
the advice of Dr. Fonssagrives, intestinal puncture,

as a last resource, has been several times practised at

Toulouse, on two patients suffering from tympanites.

In the first case the abdomen formed an immense
mass ; the patient was perfectly cyanosed, and suffo-

cating. An exploring trocar was inserted into the

most distended part of the lower umbilical region.

The gas escaped so violently as to extinguish a can-

dle. The distention returning next day, two fresh

punctures were made in different places, and gave

so much relief, that the life of the patient was pro-

longed four days. In another case, six punctures

were made, until the gases were naturally evacuated,

and the patient cured."

Now it was on reading the above sentence that it

occurred to me that the case of Mr. Salmon's was
really deserving of record, as leading us up, as it

were, to the very gratifying result of the treatment

of tympanites by puncture, as realized by Dr. Fons-

sagrives, of Toulouse ; and hence this paper.

Speaking on this subject to a medical friend some

weeks since, he told me that veterinary surgeons so

treated the disorder among cattle. That this is the

case, I have the authority of Mr. Nathaniel Leigh,

the eminent veterinary surgeon of Bristol. I wrote

to him for information in regard to the treatment of

tympanites in horses and cows. He has replied as

follows, under date April 28th, 1869. " Tympan-

ites is a very common occurrence in cows, but not

so frequent in horses. I nave operated with great

success on both. I make the puncture with a com-

mon trocar, or, if I have not that at hand, with a

common pocket knife. I pass the trocar or knife

just between the last rib and the ilium, and on that

side of the abdomen which is the more prominent.

I think," he adds, " that, if the operation were more

frequently resorted to, many beasts would be then

saved which now die."

In view, then, of the foregoing facts, are we not

called on to draw this conclusion—viz. : In extreme

cases of tympanites (the air being either with-

in or without the intestines, i. e, in the peritoneal

sac), the other and more ordinary remedies failing,

puncture of the abdomen is not only perfectly justi-

fiable, but is, in point of fact, called for, even de-

manded, at our hands.

Pathology of Insanity.

Dr. Howden, in the Lancet, gives the following

results of cadaveric observations of nerves in luna-

tics :

First, then, I have met with an apparent fatty de-

generation of the grey substance of the cerebrum in

some cases of general paralysis, and in cases of acute

mania without paralytic symptoms, but believe it to

be a rare condition.

Second, That in cases of long-standing insanity

the cells of the grey matter of the cerebrum present

a granular appearance ; that this appearance is most

intense when the mental excitement has been most

severe and long-continued, as in general paralysis

epileptic mania, and remittent mania; that it is

always accompanied by a deposition of granules of

hasmatosin outside the walls of the capillaries and

smaller vessels of the grey substance, and usually by

deposits of free granules scattered through the grey

substance.

Third, That similar changes in or around the cells

are found in all parts of the brain and spinal cord,

with the exception of the cerebellum, where the cells

are always (?) full of granules.

Fourth, That the granules are not generally of a

fatty nature.

A careful examination with a variety of magnify-

ing powers inclines me to think that, in many in-

stances, the granules are deposited, not inside the

cells, but around them, as the haematosin is around

the blood-vessels; and I have sometimes noticed

fhem scattered along the fibre coming from the mul-

tipolar cells. The granules are unaffected alike by

sulphuric ether and strong alkalies. In extreme

cases the cell becomss converted into an opaque

yellow, horn-like body, in which no trace of a nu-

cleus can be detected.

AVhile, as I have said, this granular condit ion o

the grey substance may be found everywhere but in

the cerebellum, it can be studied more readily inf

some parts of the nervous centres than in others.

As, for example, in the convolutions on the vertex,

the convolutions above the corpus callosum, and in

the cells of the grey matter at the lower part of the

spinal cord.

Until reading the paper of MM. Poincare and

Bonnet, I had not examined the cells of sympathetic

ganglia, and since then have not had many opportu-

nities of doing so. I have, however, found in persons
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who have not died of general paralysis, appearances

similar to those described by them.

How far this granular change in the nerve-sub-

1
stance is compatible with healthy mental action is a

,
point yet to be determined. I am disposed to think

that this change will be found to a certain extent in

persons in advanced life, and that, in many cases, it

is the result of the aging of the cell so to speak
;
just

as atheroma and ossification of the arteries are

changes incident to advanced life. This view, how-
! ever, does not invalidate the importance of the fact

I that, in cases of insanity, accompanied by violent

cerebral action of considerable duration, a very de-

J

tided change takes place in the condition of the gan-

glionic cells—a change accompanied by an alteration

I

of the vessels of the grey substance, and succeeded

by the usual evidences of brain decay—shrinking of

the grey and white matter, cedema of the brain, ex-

t
oess of fluid in the sac of the arachnoid, and, in the

lateral ventricles, thickening of the membranes, and

dementia.

It is, perhaps, too much to expect that the micro-

' scope will enable us to discover alterations in the

\
brain which produce mental derangement ; but that

[

it reveals to us changes in the nerve-substance, as a

' consequence of that condition, changes incompatible

with healthy mental action, I think certain. There

is in this department of histology a vast field untrod-

den, and one which will not fail to repay the earnest

worker.

Oase of Aneurism of tli3 Thoracic Aorta;

G. H. Philipson, M. A., M. D., Cantab., M. R. C.

P. L., Physician to the Newcastle Infirmary, ete.

records the following case in the Lancet for Nov.

38, 1868, p. 693.

In January, 1867, during a cold sleety night, the

late Mr. Tyle was hastily summoned, by his assist-

ant, to a case of difficult midwifery. In his anxiety

to reach the house with the least possible delay, he

took the more direct route across the fields, and un-

fortunately got into a snow drift. For some hours

afterward he was prevented obtaining dry clothes,

and subsequently suffered severely from rheumatism,
principally of the large joints and of the chest.

In August, 1867, Dr. Peacock, of London, Was
consulted, who stated that aortic valvular disease ex-

isted, and advised relinquishment of professional du-

ties.

In November, 1867, the conjoint opinion of the

late Dr. White and Dr. Charlton was sought, both

of whom diagnosed the existence of aneurism of the

arch of the aorta.

On the 25th of January, 186S, our author was af-

forded an opportunity of examining Mr. Pyle. At
that time there was a visible pulsation in the right

mammary region, most evident at the third inter-

space. There was dullness from the middle of the

sternum, three inches and a half to the right ; over

this space a double blowing murmur was heard.

There was no general or local bidging of the stern-

um. The heart's impulse was a little within and

below the left nipple. The heart's sounds at the

left apex were free from murmur ; at the base, very

rough and grating, especially the first. There was
no pain in the chest or back. The lower extremeties

at times were cold and numb. Aneurism of the

transverse and descending portion of the arch of the

aorta was diagnosed.

On the 20th of October, 1868, Mr. Pyle caught

cold ; bronchial irritation, dysphagia, and vomiting

supervened. On the afternoon of the 24th synco-

pal attacks occurred, followed by great depression,

which gradually increased ; and on the morning of

the 25th death took place, at the age of sixty-three.

Autopsy, fifty-six hours after death.—The chest

was remarkably well proportioned, and unaltered in

contour, the sternum, costal cartilages, and ribs

being neither displaced nor absorbed. The heart

was in its normal situation, and adherent to the

pericardium for the whole length of the anterior

surface of the right ventricle. The left pleural

cavity was filled with black coagulated blood, the

left lung being collapsed and compressed against the

vertebral column. The aorta, commencing imme-

diately above the semilunar valves, and for the whole

extent of the arch, was widely dilated, and fusiform

in shape
;
while, from the left side of the thoracic por-

tion, there was an aneurismal sac, in size equal to

two large oranges, and which had ruptured near its

lower portion, the laceration being about half an

inch in length, and partially obstructed by a fibrinous

coagulum. The parietes surrounding the rent were

thin and soft. There was no erosion of the verte-

brae ; but partial softening of the intervertebral sub-

stances adjacent to the aneurism. The sac was

about half filled with firm fibrinous coagula, ar-

ranged in concentric layers. The aortic semilunar

valves were thickened, so also the mitral. The in-

ternal surface of the aorta was everywhere studded

with atheromatous patches, but nowhere calcareous.

The muscular tissue of the heart was soft and fatty;

the liver was fatty ; the lungs and the kidneys were

healthy.

The following are the points of special interest in

this melancholy and instructive case

:

The clearness of the history, and the distinctness

of the symptoms and signs.

The magnitude of the arterial disease, and the

presence of two different forms of aneurism con-

tinuous with one another—the one, situated at tha

arch, being of the peripheric or dilating variety, and

that of the descending aorta of the lateral or saccu-

lating.

The solution of continuity in the walls by soften-

ing and laceration, as is usual when aneurisms rup-

ture into serous cavities

.
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The evidence of the former occurrence of adhesve

pericarditis, in all probability at the time of the

rheumatism, in January, 1867.

The exemplification of the fatty diathesis, by the

extensive atheroma and coincident fatty condition

of the heart and liver.

Endoscopy of the Womb.
Dr. Paxteleoxi uses Dr. Cruise's endoscope and

opens the cervix by sponge tent. He reports this

case

:

I had the lady on her left side, as it is usual in

England in specular examinations or confinements,

and I took the only precaution, that the lady should

be as near and as much out as possible on the

borders of the bed, as otherwise the lamp of Dr.

Cruise's instrument might set fire to the curtains

and at all events the endoscope be not so easily

managed. Dr. Sims in his excellent works disap-

proves of the practice of removing the sponge tent

in the lateral situation of the lady ; and after the ex I

animation he directs the woman to lie on her back,

and he then proceeds to the removal of the sponge

and introduction of the finger for the digital explora-

tion of the cavity. And certainly this system is the

only practical one for the digital exploration, but I

could not follow it without again turning the woman
a third time on her side, as the application of the

endoscope is almost impossible if the lady lies on

her back. The reason quoted by Dr. Sims against

the removal of the sponge in the lateral position of

the woman is, that the column of air precipitates

itself inside the womb at once, and may, by its

pressure, produce an irritation or inflammation of

the organ. I could never believe much in such an
explanation ; but knowing what a diligent observer

he is, I always apprehended some mishap from fol-

lowing a plan, which he had occasionly seen danger-

ous. However, till now, I have not had, fortunately,

any reason to confirm myself in those apprehensions.

The removal of the sponge, although made with

the greatest precaution, produces always some
bloody discharge, and as soon as the sponge tent was

removed, I introduced, with the greatest ease, inside

the cavity of the womb a cylindrical tube Xo. 30 of

theJiliere of Charriere, and of the length of twenty

centimetres ; and constructed in such a way as to be

perfectly adapted to the usual endoscope. In fact, it

differed only from the usual tubes of Desormeaux
by its being shorter, and by having suppressed the

lateral openings existing in the urethral tubes of

Desormeaux. Having in such a way applied the

endoscope I could see most clearly the cavity of

the womb, and inspect the condition of the internal

membrane. A polypous vegetation was easily dis-

covered at the bottom of the cavity and toward

the posterior part of the fundus uteri in my case.

It was of a vivid red color, unequal like a sponge,

and of the largeness of a small strawberry. It

was striking the difference with the pale j-ellowl

color of the rest of the membrane. I withdrew tlr:

endoscope fixing the tube, however, upon the vea

tation, and introduced the caustic through the tu

itself, being therefore quite sure of the impossibih

of touching anything but the vegetation itself ai

then, each time I looked in again with the endosco]

to certify the effect of the cauterisation before r

moving the tube. I was obliged to return six-

seven times to the use of the caustic. I employ

the nitrate of silver, the chromic acid, which I haV

experienced particularly useful, and I would ha'

willingly tried the caustic of Filhos and Bonnafon

which I have so frequently and so advantageous

employed on the neck of the womb, but I could in
1

find any means of reaching with those caustics

twenty centimeters distance. The cauterisatio

performed, I always plugged the vagina with son

cotton wool, to prevent the running of the caustic c

the outside, as the nitrate of silver employed to tl

neck of the womb produces always great pain t

the outside parts without this precaution, and I ha",

imbibed generally the cotton wool with a solutio il

of chloride of sodium to decompose the nitrate c

silver when I used this caustic.

I never saw the slightest inflammation of the bod

of the womb, or of the peritoneum through tli
1

employment of strong caustics or of the injectior

of a strong solution of iodine. In one case even rxi

solid nitrate of silver broke, and a large piece w
left inside the womb ; but I had learnt already froi

the excellent work of Dr. Courty, how innocuous w
this accident ; and the patient felt no inconvenienc'

of any land from it. The reason of this innocui

evidently lies in the mouth and canal of the cerv

being widely opened ; and therefore the injecte

liquids or the secretions produced by the cauterisatio

running freely ; and my experience is in this pom
in accord with that of the best gynaecologists, that th

accidents produced by the injections even of simp]

water were due to the circumstance, that the flui

not being fre,e to run out from the womb was eith

forced through the fallopian tubes into the peritoneui

or even kept inside of the womb, acting as a kin

of foreign body upon it.

The case to which I make allusion, and who
treatment gave origin to this article, proved to b

one of the most perfect success, and with no retur

of the illness ; but this case is not the only one wher*

I employed this system ofexploration. I have applie

it several other times with a negative, but not an un

propitious result. In one case of the most obstinat

and frightful repeated hemorrhage, where I had de

troyed several fungosities round the mouth of thi

womb, served to prove that the lady was perfect!

cured, aud I could send her safely to some iro;

springs, where in a month or two she recovered the
1

most brilliant health. In another case it authorize*,

me to employ freely some perchloride of iron locally

and internally the ergot of rye. The hemorrhage
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i;hicb existed for several months, ceased inline :li-

t.ely, but it did not return but with tbe regular

Menstruation and in the regular quantity.

111

ill

^
Spontaneous Cure of Ovarian Dropsy.

,j

Dr. M'Millan recently reported the following

r

iggestive case to the Edinburgh Obstetrical Society

:

About twelve years ago, I was consulted by Miss

nr., on account of a peculiar enlargement of the ab-

i(
>i»en, which gave her much anxiety, as it wras

adually increasing. At this time the patient was

j J
years of age ; and in addition to the swelling,

^
hich was her chief anxiety, she was laboring un-

. ,ir a form of chronic bronchitis, wrhich had com-

ehced simultaneously with the swelling. She was

Jn and emaciated, with a somewhat cyanotic, and

ijiry anxious expression of countenance. I exami-

ned her carefully, and my opinion was that it was

Hicase of ovarian dropsy, the nature of which I ex-

I

ained to her, and gave her advice with a view to

. ie relief of her breathing, and the benefit of her

Mineral health. The case had altogether a bad as-

, ,ict, and my impression regarding it was very un-

vorable. At this stage of the case, I went abroad

;

l^id on my return to Edinburgh a few months ago,

jj'ter ten years' absence, my old patient was one of

,

(

ie first persons I recognized on the street, but she

jas so much altered, and improved in appearance
?

?

iat I stopped her to make some inquiry and get

{
ime explanation of the change, when she gave a

irrative of which the following is an outline :—She

'ip me that after I left, she continued to grow worse

id worse ; she went to dispensaries, consulted sev-

•al doctors in Edinburgh and Leith, and also medi-

il gentlemen from London ; all of whom were

*reed as to the nature of the disease, but no medi-

ne or treatment which she received was of any

Mil. At length, one day in October, 1864, she had

,|&n down seeing a sister in Leith, and was return-

ig by Bonnington Road. She had arrived at a

oint somewhere on the Edinburgh side of the cem-

ery, where the road is narrow and walled in on

ther side, when she heard an unusual noise ; and

1 looking in front, to her great horror and dismay,

ie saw two runaway horses with carts advancing

•ward her at a rapid rate. She instantly turned

id ran toward Leith with all the speed she could

immand, the horses gaining rapidly upon her. At

ngth, when nearly up to her, the last horse tried

• get alongside of the first one; thus the whole

;eadth of the road was occupied, and there was no

icape for poor Miss H. At this critical juncture,

te carts, which were laden with stones, became en-

j.ngled, and one of them upset. Miss H. was
' nocked down, and gave herself up for lost

;
luckily

ie fell in the gutter, alongside the footpath,

ither the wheel or edge of the capsized cart fell

ght across her body, but was prevented from kill-

ig her instantly by the rise of the sidewalk. Of

course she thought her end was come, and for a

moment she felt an agonizing sense of being crushed

to death, and suffocated ; for her face and mouth
were embedded in the mud of the road. Help was
at hand, and she was soon extricated from her per-

ilous situation. When taken up she was in a state

of insensibility, and remained unconscions for some
days. The first thing she noticed on recovering her

senses was, that the large tumor in her stomach was
gone ; and she called the attention of her friends to

this extraordinary circumstance. Of course it was

a source of great satisfaction to her, as well as won;
"cler. Beyond a few severe bruises, and the shock to

her nervous system, she received no serious injury.

She was confined to her bed for six weeks, during

which time she had a severe cough, with a very co-

pious expectoration of purnlent-looking matter.

This gradually ceased, and she recovered, and with

the tumor entirely gone ; she became restored to a

condition of perfect health, to which she had been a

stranger for many long years.

Paralysis Agitans and Indurated Patches.

M. Charcot directs attention to the importance

of the distinction of cases of tremors into two

classes or groups : the first comprehending those

cases in which tremors occur only during an inten-

tional or voluntary movement ; the second includ-

ing the cases in which the tremors are constant, or

at least cease only during sleep. The latter group

constitutes the paralysis agitans. In each group

there are numerous species, presenting considerable

differences. This distinction of the convulsive tre-

mor {tremor coactus) from the simple trembling due

to weakness (tremor a debilitate), is mentioned by

Galen, and was insisted on by the medical writers

of last century; but, notwithstanding its import-

ance, was, till recently, overlooked by modem au-

thors. Gubler has shown that the spasmodic tre-

mors are often due to alternate jerking contractions

and relaxations of the muscles, by wThich move-

ments are affected, or the attitude of the body pre-

served (Astasie Masculaire; Arch. Gen de Med.,

18G0, t. xv. p. 702). In recent treatises, as Trous-

seau's (2d edit.}, Grisolle, Sanders in Reynolds's

" System of Medicine," these distinctions are fully

recognized. But M. Charcot maintains that true

paralysis agitans, in which the tremors are convul-

sive and permanent, is a neurosis (i. e., does not de-

pend on any material morbid lesion) ; while the oc-

casional tremors, during voluntary acts, are the re-

sult of indurated (sclerosed) patches scattered in

various parts of the spinal cord. M. Charcot then

enters into a description of the symptoms of the par-

alysis agitans, as observed at the Salpetriere, and, in

addition to the tremors and tendency to move for-

ward, so 'graphically described by Parkinson, insists

on the rigidity of certain muscles in the neck, trunk.
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and extremeties, and describes the deformities which

result in the hands and wrists. The author notes

also the difficulty and the retardation in the execu-

tion of voluntary acts, giving a semblance of paraly-

sis, while the dynamometer shows that the muscu-

lar strength is remarkably preserved—often greater

in the limb which trembles most and seems weakest.

This rigidity often occasions painful cramps. One

symptom which M. Charcot has not found men-

tioned in previous descriptions is a habitual sensa-

tion of excessive heat. This feeling is entirely sub-

jective, the actual temperature not being increased.

Indeed, the absence of any elevation of temperature

is surprising, when the amount of muscular motion

is considered. This M. Charcot ascribes to the dy-

namic character of the contractions ; static (i. e.,

with predominance of tonic) contractions only rais-

ing the temperature to a notable extent. As yet no

alterations in the urine, similar to those observed in

chorea and delirium tremens, have been observed

;

this desideratum M. Charcot intends to supply.

—

Gaz des Hop.

Calabar Bean in Tetanus-

Though the following case was unsuccessful in

result, it seems worthy of quotation, in an abridged

form, as a contribution to this most interesting sub-

ject :

The Calabar bean, since its introduction into

practice not many years ago, has been administered

in many different diseases, but chiefly in those of

the nervous system. This is natural, as the remark-

able physiological phenomena induced by the Cala-

bar bean chiefly affect the nervous system. In

1866, during my residence in the Saltpetriere, I ad-

ministered the Calabar bean to epileptics, under the

direction of M. Delasiauve. Our results were not

very encouraging, but will be published. The case

now to be noticed is one in which we had the oppor-

tunity of using the Calabar bean in tetanus resulting

from a penetrating wound of the knee.

A. M., set. 9, was admitted to hospital on June 6,

1867- In attempting to leap on a lorry he had

missed his footing, and caught his right leg between

the spokes of the wheel. He had a wound of the

right knee, and a bruise of the right ankle. The

child had had repeated fits in infancy, which had

very much interfered with his health. He, at six

years of age, had scarlet fever, followed by albumi-

nuria.

7th June.—The child was put under chloroform,

and the wound dressed. It was found to communi-
cate freely with the knee-joint. He had a bad night,

restless and sleepless.

11th and 12^.—Limb swollen ; wound discharg-

ing foetid and serous pus. Pulse hard and strong

;

no appetite. Parents object to amputation.

Wth—To-day new symptoms appear ; risus sar-

donicus
;
slight contractions of the orbicidaris palpe-

brarum: pain in the jaws. At last leave was ob-

tained to amputate the thigh, which was done on

June 17. The nervous phenomena diminished to-

ward evening.

18th.—Bad night ; tetanic symptoms aggravated

;

;

muscles of neck have become stiff. Ordered pow-

dered Calabar bean, three-fourths of grain every

hour in pill, and an equal quantity of the extract

every two Lours.

Vesp.—Symptoms as before.

19?/*.—During the night the child had taken, in

divided closes, an emulsion containing fifteen grains

of the powdered bean, and had slept three hours con-

secutively. Dose to be repeated during the day.

Vesp.—Symptoms all again aggravated
;
perspira-

tion abundant ; urine scanty.

20th.—A better night; slight opisthotonos. Pa-

tient had had no bean since 11 P. M. To have 22f
grains of the powder, with tea and rum, during the

day.

Vesp.—Tetanic symptoms decidedly better. Re-

peat the dose of the bean.

Midnight.—Rapid movements of all the limbs and

in the flap, causing it to bleed ; a distinct rigor.

21sf.—Tetanic symptoms much worse; jaws

closed
;
swallowing difficult

;
opisthotonos. The

Calabar bean was not repeated. The child died in

the evening.

—

Gazette Medicale.

Peroxide of Hydrogen.

Dr. Allbutt says, in the Lancet, of this drug

:

The great hopes which were entertained of the

action of this remedy, seem to be fading away. Dr.

Allbutt has given the solution of peroxide of hydro-

gen and the so-called ozonic ether a long and careful

trial in four cases of diabete s ; but the want of suc-

cess in each case has deterred him from submitting

any more diabetic patients to the same useless pro-

cedure .

The four cases were chosen as representing four

degrees of severity of the disease. The patient who
was taken as an example of the extreme stage, was

treated with increasing doses of peroxide of hydro-

gen for six weeks. No good effects were noticed,

and the patient died a short time after the discon-

tinuance of the medicine.

Two of the cases were in private practice, and two

were in the infirmary. The therapeutic experiment

was carried out in the infirmary with great care.

The two patients were taken in at the same time,

and their weights, quantities of urine, amounts of

water drank, and specific gravities of urine were

taken daily. For about ten days they were placed

on an ordinary diet (some restriction in the quan-

tity of potatoes and bread only being made), and the

daily variations noted. The peroxide of hydrogen,

the purity of which was guaranteed, was then given

hi increasing doses, until the two patients were tak-

ing half an ounce of the liquor every six hours. In
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one, the slight daily decrease of weight was arrested

for a day or two ; but this was apparently accidental,

, as it soon recommenced. It was intended to pub-

lish the columns containing the daily weight, water

;' drank, urine passed, and specific gravity ; but as no

.1
important variations were seen in them on adminis-

j
tration or withdrawal of the medicine, it seemed un-

necessary. Both patients unproved subsequently on

carbonate of ammonia and restricted diet, though

one of them, as stated above, ultimately died. The

peroxide of hydrogen was given for about two

1
months in each case.

The Supposed Cholera Fungus.

The July number of the Monthly Microscopical

1 Journal contains some critical observations on Dr.

Hallier's hypothesis as to the origin of cholera from

i parasitic fungi, by one who has every title to be heard

on such a subject—the Rev. M. J. Berkeley. After

stating that two of the most promising young officers

of the Indian and British medical services respect-

!
ively, had been selected to investigate the subject

fully in India, and after referring to the three reports

j
published by those gentlemen in this journal, com-

1 prising the results of their labors up to their departure

1 for India, Mr. Berkeley proceeds to show that Dr.

Hallier's observations were of altogether too vague

and undecided a character to inspire much confi-

dence. Great pains, we are told, " have been taken

by Mr. Thwaites, the acute Director of the Botanical

Garden at Perideniya, in Ceylon (than whom few

have a more intimate acquaintance with cryptogamic

plants), to acquire every possible information both

in India and Ceylon. All his inquiries, however,

have failed to detect a single fungus on the rice-

plant even distantly allied to the Urocystis (Poly-

cystis Auct.) : indeed, the only fungus which has

been detected is a little species of Cladosporium,

differing from the universally diffused Cladosporum

herbarum, and which, like that, is clearly an after-

growth, and not a true parasite. Amongst some

7,000 numbers of fungi from North and South Caro-

lina, not a single one occurs on rice." Mr. Berkeley

adds : " An attentive perusal of the report of what

Drs. Cunningham and Lewis saw at De Bary's, and
the instructions derived from him, as well as that

of their conference with Dr. Hallier, will be quite

sufficient to make us receive Dr. Hallier's views

with much less attention than they have attracted in

certain quarters." In alluding to the opportunity

he had of examining , Prof. Huxley's preparations,

Mr. Berkeley says he saw sufficient to hope that

Prof. Huxley would continue his investigations, and
he thinks that he has exercised a very wise discre-

tion in not publishing his observations too hastily.

The preparations given by Hallier as to the con-

nexion of fungi with scarlet fever, etc., proved abso-

lutely nothing. It woidd be folly to blind the eyes

to the experiments of Pouchet, Child, Bennett, and

others, as to what is called the Atmospheric Germ
theory

;
but, whatever may be the origin of the min-

ute bodies in question, whether from pre-existent

spores, or the fortuitous concourse of chemical and

other energetic forces, it is a matter of immense im-

portance to ascertain whether they have any con-

nexion with disease, and it is obvious that the

question as to their origin becomes essential. At

present, bowever, according to Mr. Berkeley, there is

no proof whatever that different fevers owe their

origin to different parasitic fungi, or that especial

forms of the same common species appear constantly

in the several forms of fever, a circumstance for

which there is better evidence, perhaps, as regards

certain skin diseases. It is, however, unfortunate

that writers on these subjects are seldom persons

who are well acquainted with fungi.

—

Lancet.

Un-Hygienic Architecture in Hospitals.

A correspondent in the British Medical Journal

says on this topic

:

As an example of the necessity which exists for

ventilating this subject, let me refer to the exquisite

little Galignani Hospital, which has just been ren-

dered thoroughly unfit for hospital purposes by the

indifference with which some medical men consider

sanitary requirements. The^ circumstances seem
almost inexplicable ; but there can be no doubt as to

the facts, as I have heard them repeatedly stated by
Dr. Shrimpton, the physician in charge of the hospi-

tal. The hospital, built four years ago by the

Messrs. Galignani, to be transferred to the British

Government for the benefit of the British poor in

Paris, contains twenty beds, and is situated in the

Pare de Neuilly, just outside the gates of Paris.

It is built on a sandy soil, and has an excellent na-

tural exposure. It receives the rays of the sun

abundantly, and the air entered it freely from all

quarters until within the last two months, when an

immense building was erected immediately adjoining

it. This has effectually destroyed the little hospital.

The Messrs. Galignani allowed this new building to

be erected, by the advice of three well-known

French medical men. The Messrs. Galignani,

thoroughly aware of the injury which would arise

to their hospital from this edifice, had agreed to pur-

chase the ground on which it was being built, when

,

the day before concluding the purchase, they private-

ly asked the advice of three medical celebrities.

Baron Cloquet said : " I do not see that this building

will do any harm to the hopital." Baron Larrey

went still further, and said : "The new building will

be rather an advantage to the hospital than other-

wise ; it will protect the patients from the sun and

wind." M. Nelaton, who was afterwards consulted,

was of the same opinion as Baron Cloquet.

The new building in question is a vast ware-

house for storing, and workshop for the manufacture
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of scenery for the Theatre Fraucais. It covers a

very large space of ground, and has a dead wall fifty-

four feet high, rising immediately above the hospital,

and extending seventy feet at right angles beyond

the hospital, in the direction S. S. E., so that the

wards are deprived of all sun until 12:30 p. m., and

from that time the heat reflected from this immense

wall becomes intolerable during the warm weather.

The hospital is thus deprived of all air coming from

the S. S. E.
;
and, when buildings are erected on the

other side of the hospital, which maybe the case any

day, air will also be excluded from the west. It is

impossible to account for Messrs. Cloquet, Larrey and

Nekton having dissuaded the Messrs. Galignani from

the necessity of keeping their hospital isolated as it

was ; but this admits of no denial that they hate de-

stroyed an exquisite little hospital. The point,

however, upon which I wish to insist is this : that

hospitals, wliich from original or acquired defects in

construction or situation do not receive a sufficiency

of air and light, ought not to be accepted as fair

fields for testing and comparing " the action of drugs

and other external influences upon the bodily or-

gans and functions/'

Another illustration of my point is the new Hotel

Dieu of Paris, at present in course of construction.

Few hospitals are worse than the old and condemned
Hotel Dieu. Its costly successor does not promise

to be much better adapted for the treatmentof the

sick, and for therapeutical observation. The edifice

is sufficiently advanced to ^show that there will be

but a stinted supply of air and sun-light.

The building of the new Hotel Dieu, including

purchase of ground and indemnities to former pro-

prietors, will cost 40,000,000 francs, that is, one

million, six hundred thousand pounds sterling. This

is equal to an annual charge in perpetuity of £112

sterling for each bed, reckoning merely the cost of

the bare walls! This calculation is based on the

fact that there are to be 700 beds, which will make
the cost of each bed about 57,000 francs.

I must add, however, that there are modern build-

ings in Paris which are really models for the recep-

tion of the sick ; and which, could I venture to make
the necessary demands on your space, I should have

pleasure in here describing. I may refer, for ex-

ample, to the Asile Sainte-Anne, recently erected by
the Department of the Seine as a depot for insane

patients. This institution ought to be visited by
English physicians when they come to Paris. It is

situated inside the fortifications at Gentilly-la-Gla-

ciere, not far from the Val de Grace and Observatory.

This magnificent institution consists of detached

pavilions united by covered pathways, the whole

being enclosed in a garden, and accessible to the

sun and all winds.

Nitric and Nitrous Oxide.
The editor of the Dental Register says :

It is true nitric oxyd is twice as rich in oxygen as

nitrous oxyd ; but it is not true that it is as ready to

part with it. On the contrary, it most urgently de-

mands more oxygen. So energetic is its affinity for

oxygen that it takes two equivalents of this element

|

from atmospheric air almost instantaneously, and
the compound thus formed takes still another from

water, if it be present. Nitric oxyd might be prac-

tically used as a deoxydizer much more extensively

than it is. The terrible depression of vital force re-

sulting from breathing nitric oxyd, even very much
diluted, (for only thus it can be breathed.) is partly,

and perhaps mainly, due to its affinity for oxygen.

Commingled with the blood, it takes the oxygen of

reserve from the blood corpuscles, and they fail to

support life in proportion to the degree of depriva-

tion. But this is only half the story of its toxic

effects when breathed. "We have noticed that it rap-

idly takes two equivalents of oxygen from the atmos-

phere, and the result is nitrous acid. This, in con-

tact with watery vapor, is changed to nitric acid, by

its taking another equivalent of oxygen. This,]with

the increased energy due to its nascent condition,

cauterizes the mucous membrane lining the air cells,

and does any one suppose that when thus cauterized

the membrane is in proper condition for the trans-

mission of gases in either direction ?

With nitrous oxyd the case is radically different.

It is ever ready to give and but little inclined to take

oxygen ; and when inhaled may pass into the circu-

lation and may yield oxygen to the blood. But

does it ? Just here let experience take the place of

theory.

"When pure nitrous oxyd is taken into the air cells

it does not all come out again. Tins we have dem-

onstrated scores of times. When respired there is

usually a great increase of carbonic acid in the ear-

lier expirations. This is beyond dispute. From
breathing large doses of it the urine is increased in

quantity, and contains more oxydized matter.

These facts I have repeatedly demonstrated on my-
self and others. It M ill sustain respiration a long

time, and it does so either by furnishing the oxygen

to the blood or by carrying off the carbonic acid and

water, so that the oxygen of reserve can supply the

vital functions, or it may act in both these ways,

for they are not incompatible, as is constantly

proved by atmospheric air performing both offices

in respiration. I have many times seen nitrous

oxyd breathed for twenty minutes, while atmos-

pheric air was rigidly excluded. I have so breathed

it many times myself, and without the slightest loss

of consciousness, and what is more, without change

of complexion, sense of suffocation, or any incon-

venience whatever. The results were the same with

the others who did so, except that there was more

or less complete loss of consciousness. One time I

breathed it exactly an hour, taking just eleven

breaths of air during the experiment, and was suffi-

ciently conscious and self-possessed to thrust a pro-
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tected steel instrument into my thigh once a min-

ute, as was corroborated by counting the holes in

the skin after tlie close of the experiment. During

the greater part of the hour the respirations were

from three to seven to the minute, while the pulse,

frequently counted, was not found below sixty-seven

nor above seventy-two. At no time during the hour

was there any darkening of the complexion or sense

of suffocation. The after effects will be omitted

here for want of time and space. The experiment

is not a prudent one

Aneurism of the Coronary Artery of the Sto-
mach.

In the transactions of the Ulster Medical Society,

published in the Dublin Quarterly Journal of Medi-

cal Science, for May, 1867, p. 469, it is stated that

Dr. Cuming exhibited the stomach, spleen, and

portion of the peritoneum of a patient who had

been operated on for strangulated hernia by his col-

league, Dr. William MacCormac. The patient, a

female, aged sixty, was almost moribund on admis-

sion into hospital, and died soon after the operation.

She had complained of severe pain in the epigas-

trium for some days before death. When making

the post mortem, Dr. MacCormac had found a dark

mass above the lesser curvature of the stomach be-

tween the layers of the peritoneum. On examining

the specimen which had been placed in liis hands, Dr.

burning found that the mass consisted of coagulated

blood, which had been furnished by the rupture of

a small aneurism, situated on a large branch of the

eoronary artery of the stomach proceeding toward

the cardiac end of that viscus.

The blood, which was about three or four ounces

in amount, was contained between the folds of the

lesser omentum.

Physical Examination of the Stomach.
In the Report on Practical Medicine in the Dublin

Quarterly Journal, for May, 1869, p. 424, it is stated

that Dr. Fenwick recommends the employment of

auscultatory percussion for the purpose of defining

the extent and position of the stomach. The mode
of employing this method of investigation is as fol-

lows : The cup-shaped end of a Camman's stetho-

scope is applied to the epigastrium at a point where

gas has been previously ascertained by percussion

to exist. With the finger, a point close to where the

stethoscope is placed, is smartly struck. A distinct

shock is felt in the ear applied to the stethoscope

till a point is reached at which the shock is no

longer transmitted in this direct manner. This

marks that the boundary of the stomach has been

reached in this direction. By percussing the patient

when lying on one side, and afterwards when on

the other side, and on the back, the gas may be

made to distend each part of the stomach in turn,

and an outline of the organ can be mapped out.

The principle on which the method depends is

that the direct transmission of the shock to the ear

ceases when the blow is made beyond the organ

over which the stethoscope is applied. This priciple

had been previously applied to the examination of

the heart by Drs. Camman and Clark.

Reviews and Book Notices.

Electricity in its Relations to Practical Medi-
cine. By Dr. Mokitz Meybb ; Translated from
the Third German 'Edition, with Notes and Addi-
tions, by William A. Hammond, M. D., etc.

New York: D. Appleton & Co., 1869. 1 vol. .

8 vo. cloth, pp. 497.

Dr. Meyer has made electricity a subject of

especial study for a long series of years, and in this

volume sums up the results of his experience. He
is a careful clinical observer, and intimately ac-

quainted with the medical applications of the vari-

ous forms of the electrical current. Hence his work
is superior in many respects to any now in the mar-

ket, and deserves the encomium which the translator

gives it—that of being " the best in the market."

After a short introduction descriptive of the dif-

ferent forms of electricity, he considers the action

of the currents on the organs and tissues of the

body, the different apparatus used, the importance

of electricity in the diagnosis and prognosis of

paralytic affections, and its use as a curative agent

in medicine, midwifery and surgery. The transla-

tor, who has done his work with that thoroughness

winch characterizes whatever comes from his pen,

lias added some valuable notes on the treatment of

Infantile paralysis, which add to the value of the

book.

Ophthalmic Surgery and Treatment,with Advice
on the Use and Abuse of Spectacles. By John
Phillips, Optician and Oculist. Chicago : West-
ern News Co., 1869. I vol. cloth, 8 vo., pp. 510.

There has been a vast amount of writing on oph-

thalmology of late years, and few works of sterling-

value among them all. One copies from another, or

relates cases, or advances theories more or less crude.

Mr. Phillips' work, while meritorious in some re-

spects, is not of any especial value for original mat-

ter. It is, however, a good compilation for the

practising physician. The style might be less ob-

scure in parts, and the paper and engravings are not

creditable to the publishers, or whoever had charge

of this department. While we say this much, we
cheerfully recognize a number of useful hints for

treatment scattered through the pages.

In France, butcher's meat is often preserved

in hot weather for eight or ten days, by placing it in

large earthen pans, putting heavy stones upon it,

and covering it with skimmed milk. The milk as

it becomes sour is to be removed and replaced by

fresh; but of course can be used as food for pigs.
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US?" Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and
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Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

To insure publication, articles must be practical,

brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

"We particularly value the practical experience of coun-

try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

TO SUBSCRIBERS.

The 21st volume of the Medical and Sur-

gical Reporter began on July 3rd. A
large number of subscriptions are due from

that date, and we look to a prompt response

to the bills already sent out and being sent.

—

Our bills always call for PAYMENT IN AD-

VANCE-

We can still supply a few complete sets or

volumes from the commencement, bound or un-

bound. They should be applied for soon, as

they will soon be exhausted.

THE HIGHEST BRANCH OF MEDICINE.
It is a curious reflection that, in theory,

the aim and objective point of the three learned

professions is to do away with the necessity

of their existence. The priest or preacher

seeks to reform the world, to make it so right-

eous that there will be no further need of ad-

monition and exhortation ; the lawyer is con-

stantly striving to make crime so unpleasant,

and to popularize justice so thoroughly, that

the statute book and the jail will no longer be

required; the physician recognizes the pre-

vention of disease as the highest purpose of

his calling. If he could succeed, there would

be little or nothing left for him to do ; for

prevention would ask little beyond individual

knowledge.

Such being the most elevated object of

medical science , it is worth inquiry how best

it may be attained. Year by year the belief

in specifics, or in any doctrine of signatures,

has been diminishing, until now we may con-

sider it extinct. We trust in the natural pow-
ers more, in the individual capacity more, less

and less in foreign impulses communicated to

the system. This is true in prophylaxis as

well as treatment. Thorough, careful, syste-

matic h}rgienic remedies are better than any
drug or preventive agent.

It is one of the best signs of the times that

the care of the body in health has been at-

tracting the attention of medical men of late

years, as much as the care of it in disease.

Personal hygiene should occupy quite as prom-
inent a place in medical discussions as public

Irygiene. For every valid effort in this as in

political life, must start from the individual.

We should, therefore, as a body, encourage

the dissemination of correct views on anatomy,

and physiology ; we should strive to introduce

such studies into schools, and we should give

more attention to the education of adults in

these matters. Domestic medicine is not our

admiration. Everybody his own doctor is a

calamitous proposition. Certain simple and
harmless remedies it were well to have known
widely, and procedures in cases of sudden

accident. Beyond this the public need not be
instructed.

But they should know as much as they will

learn about the structure of the body, and how
to preserve it in the very best condition.

Another Visit from Sir Henry Holland.

Sir Henry Holland, Bart., the distinguished Eng-
lish physician, arrived in New York on the 3d inst.,

in the steamer Rhine, accompanied by his son, the

Rev. Mr. Holland. Sir Henry has long held a lead-

ing position in the profession in London, and is

well known to the profession everywhere as an

author. He was physician to Queen Caroline, the

unfortunate wife of George IV, and was one of the

most prominent witnesses on her trial in 1820. In

1834 he married a daughter of Rev. Sidney Smith.

He was somewhat noted as a traveler in his younger

days, his narratives of travel in Albania, Thessaly

and Greece, being frequently referred to by Lord
Byron, and now, at the age 81, he intends making
an extended tour through the Western and North-

western portion of our continent, in which he will

be accompanied by his son and Hon. William M.
Evarts. At present Sir Henry and Mr. Holland are

the guests of Mr. Thurlow Weed. On their arrival

here cable telegrams afflicted the Rev. Mr. H. with

the intelligence that his son, 9 years of age, was ac-

cidentally drowned the day after he left Southampton.

Sir Henry seems to be quite partial to our country.

It is but a few years since he made us quite a long

visit.
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Notes and Comments.

"No Medical Men Came Forward."
An associated press dispatch—about the most re-

Zieable institution that exists now-a-days, the legiti-

mate successor of the erstwhile "intelligent and

reliable contraband"—makes the charge that when
medical men were called on at the recent Avondale

mine disaster, in the northern part of this State, for

a certain service, " no medical men came forward."

Medical men are not generally found wanting when
life is to be risked in attempts to save life, and we
do not believe they were in this case. Will some of

our readers in that section tell us how it was ?

A Survivor of Perry's Victory on Lake Erie.

Dr. W. T. Taliafeeeo, of Cincinnati, a regular

reader of and occasional contributor to the pages of

the Repobtee, is one of the three survivors of

Perry's victory on Lake Erie. Can he not give us

some reminiscences of that memorable fight that

would be of interest to our readers ?

Dr. Ushee Paesons, of Rhode Island, who died

last year, was also one of the heroes of that fight.

A Plea for Therapeutic Observation.
We would commend the following remark ap-

pended to an article by Dr. Alfeed E. Wilmot, on

the Treatment of Diabetes, published in the London
Medical Times and Gazette, as worthy the notice of

our readers

:

In these days, when the study of the action of

medicines is partly disregarded in the engrossing

search for physiological and pathological lore, it be-

hooves us as therapeutists not to allow all our ener-

gies to be absorbed by one department of science,

however alluring, but reserve some for the more

practical though less interesting pursuit of the dis-

covery and application of remedies for disease.

Malaria in the Tide-water Section of Virginia.

Dr. James B. McCaw recently submitted to the

Richmond Academy of Medicine an interesting re-

port on malaria in the tide-water section of Virginia.

He holds that all experience has shown that malaria

disappears before an improved and careful system

of culture and an increasing and industrious popu-

lation. The drainage of the land, the rotation of

crops and the clearing away of a redundant vegeta-

tion invariably drive it into the low, swampy dis-

tricts which are incapable of tillage or improvement.

Health of Napoleon III.

The health qf the Emperor Napoleon III. would

appear to be in a more critical condition than

has been heretofore announced to the public. Ac-

cording to the rumors on the Bourse, at Paris, the

Emperor has been lying at the point of death, and

whether this account be true or not, it is certain that

his physicians have paid him professional visits seve-

ral times a day. The London Times, usually better

informed on all subjects affecting the money market

than any other foreign journal, evidently believes that

Louis Napoleon is in a dangerous state. To add

confirmation to these rumors, the Atlantic Cable an-

nounces that the Empress Eugenie, who had jusfc

commenced an extended tour to Constantinople and

Jerusalem, is on her return to France, and is expect-

ed to arrive at Paris between September 3d and 9th.

Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.

Turpentine in the Treatment of Tape Worm.
Eds. Med. and Sueg. Repoetee :

I wish to add my testimony in favor of the use of

the oil of turpentine in the treatment of taenia

solium.

Your Half- Yearly Compendium of Medical Sci-

ence contains an article taken from the Pacific

Medical and Surgical Journal, contributed by Dr.

D. B. Hoffman, exhibiting the beneficial effects of

pumpkin seeds in the cure of tape worm. The case

reported was in brief as follows : Male, 35 years of

age, "troubled nine years with tsenia solium, which

had stubbornly resisted all treatment." Opiate

given and fasting enjoined " for 24 hours and then

to take the following prescription

:

R Pepo. sem. pulv. gij.

Sacchari alb. % ij.

Aquse clest. f| v. M.
Fiat emulsio.

Sig.—Take in four equal doses at intervals of 15>

minutes—the bottle well shaken each time.

R . Olei ricini

" terebinth., aa. fjj.

Muc. acacia?, q. s. M.
Fiat Mist.

As soon as the last prescription operated the taenia

came away entire—head and all.

Having a little experience myself in the use of the

pumpkin seeds in such cases and not being favor-

ably impressed, I have thought that Dr. H. was not

praising " the horse that carried him safely over" in

attributing his success to the pumpkin seeds rather

than to the turpentine.

In 1860 I was called to treat a lad—Francis C,
aged 16 years. He was greatly emaciated; eyes

very large and protruding ; abdomen somewhat dis-

tended
;
appetite variable, at times none, and at

other times insatiable ; and was trouoled almost

constantly with palpitation of the heart. He had

been treated for heart disease and for, pulmonary

disease, and his life was despaired of.

At this stage I was consulted and was led to sua-
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pect tenia solium. Gave strict directions to have

the evacuations watched ; in a few days I was in-

formed that he was passing portions of the vs orm.

Being so feeble and emaciated, I was almost afraid

to give him the large doses of turpentine recom-

mended by Dr. Watson. Wishing to test the an-

thelmintic virtues of some other remedies I put him
first upon the use of the Pomegranate Boot. Made
a strong decoction and had him drink it very freely

for several days, followed by castor oil. No good

results. «

I then tried most faithfully and persistently the

pumpkin seeds not giving him drachms but ounces

of it and continuing the treatment for almost a week,

with no better success.

Gave him, though with some misgivings, in about

ten days after suspending the last treatment.

E. Olei terebinth.,
" ricini aa. j.

M. Take at one dose in the morning fasting.

In a few hours the worm was passed and the pa-

tient made a rapid recovery and subsequently went

into the army.

Case II. A soldier—don't recollect name, com-

pany, or regiment. He was brought into Seminary

Hospital. Had been treated unsuccessfully for tape-

worm; as there was no question regarding the diag-

nosis. The patient for months before entering the

Seminary Hospital, and while in the hospital, passed

daily, until cured, segments of the worm.
Having fully satisfied myself of the nature of the

case by a personal inspection of the stools, at the

recommendation of Surgeon Jos. R. Smith, then in

charge of the hospital, he was treated with enemata,

containing in solution thirty or forty grains of qui-

nine. He was not benefitted by the treatment. The
following prescription was then ordered him

:

R. Olei terebinth.,

Olei ricini, aa. f§ ij.

Spts. lavenduke comp. fjij. M.

Given in the morning at one dose, fasting.

In just about two hours after taking the dose the

worm was expelled, dead. In a couple of weeks

the patient was returned to duty, having rapidly

gained in flesh and strength. I sent the specimen

over to Surgeon J. J. Woodward, and I suppose it is

now in the Army Medical Museum.
Case HI. May, 1865. David A'hern, Irishman,

called on me and wanted to know if anything could

be done to cure him of tapeworm. He had just

aiiived in this country, but a short time before, hav-

ing been discharged from the British army in India,

where he contracted the monster. He said he had

been treated by English army surgeons, and bad

been in hospital in New York, bnt all had failed to

relieve him, and he expressed himself as sceptical in

reference to the power of medicines to reach his case.

He brought me some of the segments, he allegedj

he was passing at every stool, and I ordered him the

next day to take, tasting, the combination given

last. It was at 6 a. m. when he took the draught,

and at 8 a. m.—two hours after—I was summoned
in haste to see him.

He was lying across the bed, his clothing saturated

with sweat, and with considerable effort he pointed

to a vessel under the bed. On looking, I found it

nearly half filled with the worm, which was dead,

and had come away entire. The Irish generally are

a grateful people—at least they are very earnest in

their expressions of gratitude, and the thanks he ex-

pressed as well as wonder, that he should have to

come to Iowa to get rid of his unpleasant travelling

companion, were higlily complimentary, if not well

j
merited. He soon got well.

j

In all these cases the turpentine caused considera-

! ble muscular relaxation—profuse diaphoresis and
more or less delirium. A few hours, however, gen-

I

erally sufficed for them to recover from all unpleas-

ant symptoms. I have never used the male fern,

kousso, or santonine
;

believing that the turpentine

will do the work quickly, safely and effectually.

The combination given in the foregoing prescription

is not nearly so nauseous as one might suppose. I

believe the addition of the lavender is an advantage

by way of relieving the unpleasantness of the dose

and enabling the stomach the better to bear it. The
first case treated said the pumpkin seeds, ground,

were to liim ten-fold more nauseous than the tur-

pentine mixture, even without the lavender.

Having such uniform and prompt success in the

preceding cases with the turpentine, and having

failed with the pumpkin seeds, as related in the first

case, I am inclined to think that fgj of the eil of tur-

pentine is more effectual, as an anthelmintic, than

£x of pumpkin seeds would be. Does the experi-

ence of the readers of the Reporter corroborate

this opinion ? I lay 110 claims, whatever, to novelty

in this treatment. Dr. Fenwick, of England, in

1811 first called attention to the anthelmintic prop-

erties of turpentine. The discovery of its efficacy,

as well as safety, in the treatment of toenia, when
given in large doses, was made accidentally as many
scientific discoveries are.

A sailor, with tapeworm, found that large frag-

ments of - the worm were passed whenever he drank

large quantities of raw gin. " Thinking that a

stronger spirit might have a stronger effect upon his

internal enemy, he tried a glass of turpentine, wrhich

completely cured him."

Josiah F. Kexxedy, M. D.
Tipton. Iowa, Aug. 28, 1869.

Chloroform in Chill.

Eos. Med. and Surg. Reporter :

Mr. J
,
residing in the great alluvial district of

Mississippi, had siiffered with chill and fever, except

as relieved by the use of quinine, for years. Some-
time spent in traveling during the present summer,
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afforded him no relief, and he came to the Gait

House, in July, with the disease unabated.

My attention was called to him in the great saloon

of the hotel, as a chill was coming on. He was shak-

ing quite severely, when I led him to one of the

drinking fountains of the house, and gave him, in a

little water, about two drachms of chloroform, all of

which he swallowed. I then hurried him to the ele-

vator and took him to his room in the fourth story,

when he threw himself upon his bed and immedi-

ately fell asleep, without any sign of the chill re-

maining. After about four hours of sound and quiet

sleep, he awoke without fever, and has since been

quite well, without having taken quinine or other

remedy.

In my practice, this is not an uncommon case
;

but some notoriety having been given to it, I report

it thus briefly, in the hope of calling increased atten-

tion to the subject. The discovery of the power of

chloroform, given internally in hypnotic closes over

congestion and chill, opens a new era in therapeu-

tics, and gives hope of important results, not only in

the treatment of fever, but all diseases dependant

upon congestion, and upon central and spinal irrita-

tion.

Louisville, Ky. A. P. Merrill, M. D.

Obstinate Constipation.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporters :

Case — . David M., aged 23, of good constitution

and habit, has obstinate constipation. When I first

saw him, July 1 1th, he had been treated by other

physicians for about three weeks ; had taken largely

of cholagogue and drastic purgatives, such as ol.

ttglii. podophyllin, etc., without effect. I found ex-

treme tympanitic condition of abdomen, difficulty

of breathing, and suffering intense. I gave small

anodynes to quiet irritation caused by cathartics,

and immediately began injections, introducing a

flexible tube as far up the colon as possible, until

I succeeded in reaching up a distance of three feet,

the whole length of my tube. I continued this

treatment, with occasional mild laxatives for 17 days,

at which time he had large evacuations through

the tube introduced, and has continued to have

those evacuations every day or two, in this way, up

to this time, Aug. 14th. Patient has frequent desire

to get up and ease himself, but he accomplishes

nothing in the natural way. The colon does not

seem to have power to expel its contents,—not even

the enemas which are given. I have given strych-

nia, and all other remedies which I know of to ex-

cite action, but they all seem ineffective. I give

mild laxatives to keep the contents of bowels in sol-

uble condition ; cannot discover any pelvic tumor or

lumbar abscess ; no symptoms of either
; pulse has

remained throughout at 76 to 80 ; has had no fever;

appetite has been pretty good since evacuations have

been established ; does not suffer much pain, except

when he takes physic, and then it is located in the

umbilical region. The whole period in which pa-

tient did not have evacuations was thirty-five days,

as nearly as I can ascertain. Can you advise any

means by which the colon may be excited to action

other than what has been employed ? Will I con-

tinue the enemas, and will I continue the introduc-

tion of the flexible tube to evacuate contents of in-

tesine ? H. M. Beer, M. D.

Valparaiso, Tnd., Aug. 14, 1869.

The Cramp in Parturition.

Eds. Med. and Surg. Reporter :

On the 11th ult. I was called to see Mrs. S., who

was in labor with her sixth child. Mrs. S. is a woman
of good constitution, and always did well in her con-

finements. In this instance, her labor commenced

about 6 o'clock, p. m., progressing rather slowly

until 3 o'clock, a. m., when her pains became more

rapid and effectual, when sudderdy she cried out,

« Oh ! the cramp ! the cramp !" The uterine pain

ceased suddenly, and she suffered intensely with

cramp for a few minutes, when she gradually

became easier and was quite relieved. But the nexl

pain was accompanied with increased suffering, the

bearing-down effort of the uterus was entirely inter-

rupted. It seemed as if a few more such paroxysms

of suffering might be too much for her to bear. Not

having any chloroform with me, I put her under the

influence of ether, which prevented the cramp to

such an extent as not to interfere materially with the

pains, and by 5 o'clock she was delivered of a healthy

boy weighing eleven and a half pounds.

Meigs advises the forceps under such circum-

stances, but I think in this case, at least, anesthesia

answered better than delivery with forceps coidd

have done.

I stayed with Mrs. S. two hours, and when I was

about to start home, I was invited into an adjoining

room to breakfast. But before we were through,

Mrs. S. was seized with profuse flooding, which was

relieved by the application of cloths rung out of cold

water, and ergot, to cause a more permanent con-

traction of the uterus.

Tuscarawas, O. E. A. Oppelt.

Errata.

In Dr. Holston's aiticle, p. 193, line 21, after the

period add :—" The second, Miss Sarah Dollman, of

Zanesville, unsuccessful.*'

Last week's number contained more Butler than

was legitimate ! On p. 222, second line from bottom

of last column read Dr. M. S. Buttles.

Miss Garreet has passed the second examina-

tion for M. D., at the University of Paris.
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MARRIED.

Hoff—Norwood—On August 26th, in the First Pres-
byterian Church of Easton, by the Rev. W. A. Kerr, Dr.
John P. Hoff and Miss Frances Alisha Norwood, both of
Easton.

Hunter—Hanly—In this city, September 7, 1869, at
St. Audrew's Church, by Rev. Wilbur F. Paddock, D.D.,
Dr. John A. Hunter and Miss Octavia Hanly.

Miller—Stillavell—September 7, 1869, by Rev. T.
Ralston Smith, D. D., David Miller and Laura, daughter
of J. E. Stiilwell, M. D., all of New York.
Moore—Gibler—At the residence of the bride's pa-

rents, near New Corwin, Highland countv. Ohio, August
26th, by Elder John Shockey, Dr. W. S. Moore, of Tay-
lorsville, and Indiana Gibler.

Moorehead—McMurtrie—At Huntingdon, Pa., Au-
gust 18th, by the Rev. G. W. Jahnizer, Mr. James R.
Moorehead and Miss Jennie, youngest daughter of the
late Ben j. McMurtrie, M. D.

Stone—McIlvaine—In this city, September 7th, at
the Central Congregational Church, by the Rev. Edward
Hawes, James Farrar Stone, M. D., and Isabel, daughter
of the late C. P. Mcllvaine.

DIED.

Buchanan—In this city, on the 6th inst., James A.
Bachanan, M. D., in the 32d year of his age.

Butler—In Brooklyn, Sept. 7, Mrs. Helen M., wife of
John Butler, and daughter of the late Bradley Parker,
M. D,
Kennedy—In this city, on the 6th inst.. Mrs. Elizabeth

Kennedy, wife ot the late Dr. William Kennedy, in the
47th year of her age.

McGrath—In this city, on the 6th instant, Dr. Charles
B. McGrath, son of Thomas and Catharine McGrath,
aged 23 years.

Taylor—In Camden, N. J., on the 5th inst., Dr. Oth-
niel H. Taylor, aged 66 years.
Dr. Taylor long held a prominent position as a physi-

cian of intelligence and sound judgment in New Jersey.
He was respected and loved by the profession of the State,
and had been President of the State Medical Society.
Many of his contributions are to be found in the volumes
of this journal. We hope to receive an extended obituary
notice of him.

Washington—September 4, 1869. in the full triumph
of Christian faith, after a long, painfnl illness,' Mrs. Cath-
arine T. Washington, in the 80th year of her age, at the
residence of her son-in-law, Dr. J. M. Mackenzie, in
Delhi, Ohio.

Mrs. Washington is said to have been a connection (by
marriage, we suppose) of the Washington whose mem-
ory will be green and fresh in the minds of men while
time lasts.

QUERIES AND REPLIES.

Domestic Medicine—Messrs Eds. :—Be kind enough
to inform me what book (Medical) is best suited to a non-
medical paterfamilias who is beyond the limits of civili-

zation and far from any medical aid. He writes me that
he wishes a book that will contain a little of everything,
from a cure for the colic to directions lor amending his

wife in accouchement. J. W., M. D.
, New Jersey.

Ans There is a book entitled The Home Doctor, now
being published by Treat & Co., of New York city. It is

written by Dr. Beard, (G. M.) favorably known as a

writer and lecturer. We have examined the advance

sheets recently sent us, and have no hesitation in recom-

mending it as what you want.

Dr. S. M. D., of Va.—" Whose history of Medicine is the
best?"
Ans We don't know. We have examined nearly all

which have been recently published and cannot say that

any we have seen are suitable to the wants of the day.

Renouard's has had the largest circulation in this coun-

Messrs. Eds. :—" Does a city endowment justify a
school of medicine in a reduction of fees for students from
other States than that in which the school is located; f

, Ark. J. B., M. D.
Your question is a purely legal one, depending on the

wording of the act or resolution by which the endowment
is made. If, however, you intend it as an " ethical "

question, we see no objection to such action. Let it be
understood that whatever Ave have said against cheapening

medical education in th'is country, was inspired by a be-
lief that this will deteriorate it. We shall hail with accla-

mation gratuitous medical education, if that education is

the best as well as the cheapest in the world.

Dr. A. J. K., of Pa—" When will the Compendium of
Medical Science, for July, reach my office ? "

Ans—Before this does, we hope. There has been an
unexpected delay in putting it through the press, a delay

for which we are not responsible, which it shall be our
earnest endeavor to avoid in future. This must be our

answer to many letters of inquiry, which it was impos-

sible for us to reply to in detail.

Dr. J. E. L., Ind—The price of back numbers of the

Reporter, bound, is S3 50 per vol. ;
unbound, $2 50. If

a considerable number of volumes are taken there will

be some deduction from the prices named.

WORDS OF CHEER.

Dr. M. S. C, of Miss., writes: " It is due you to say

that the Reporter is equal, if not superior, in my esti-

mation, to any medical journal published. I would not

be without it for any consideration."

Dr. J.B., of N. J.—an ex-President of the Medical So-

ciety of New Jersey—incloses $5 for a year's subscription

to the Reporter, and gives the following interesting his-

torical reminiscences : " Old and worn out as I am, I

cannot think of doing without it. It has been my com-

panion ever since it had an existence. In May, 1847,

when Dr. Joseph Parrish issued a prospectus for a new
medical journal entitled " Transactions of the New Jersey

Medical Society, and Quarterly Summary of Medical Science,' 1

and offered for two dollars a year, and 150 subscribers to

commence the work, I became a subscriber, and in order

to secure success to the new enterprise, subscribed for

more than one copy. The following October Ave received

the first nuuiber. It was not thought by the profession of

that day that the work would have grown to what it has.

I have every volume bound in leather as soon as I receive

them, and it is with pride that I look at my book-case,

with eleven volumes of the old series and nineteen ot the

new, ranged on its shelves. And it is with confidence that

I resort to these shelves for assistance in many cases there

reported ; and I very seldom fail in finding advice suita-

ble to my cases."

METEOROLOGY.
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^STATISTICS OF IXSAOTTY.
By F. Horner, M. D.

Of Virginia.

Virginia had, according to the late report of

the Census Bureau, 1,179 insane persons.

The hospitals for this class are located at Wil-

liamsburg and Staunton. Hysteria prevails

among young females, and is due to their more

delicate, nervous organization and to the artifi-

cial habits of society, late hours, the loss ©frest

and indulgence of the passions. The loss of

appetite is a constant symptom. Acute mania
is less common since the close of the war.

Physical debility, intemperance and political

excitement are primary causes of insanity in

the Southern States. An old physician in-

forms me that during a practice of thirty years

he has sent to the hospital five patients—most

were females, and all the cases were of heredi-

tary origin. There was no consultation. The
poor were committed to the sub-sheriff and

lodged in the jail. The humane modern prac-

titioner can rejoice over the great revolution

effected by the immortal Pinel in the moral

r
treatment of this class. He urged that " in-

sanity is as much a disease as any other with

which it pleases God to afflict mankind, and is

frequently rendered incurable by unkind and

rigorous treatment. The insane are entitled

to our deepest commiseration, and claim our

aid as well as sympathy by reminding us that

their condition but represents what all may in

the providence of God be called upon to en-

dure."

The writer is cognizant of two examples

where the lives of both persons—one a youth

of uncommon intelligence, possessed of for-

j

tune and holding the most respectable social

I

position, were sacrificed, because the medical

j

adviser failed to have them subjected to the

restraints of the hospital. In country prac-

tice the profession are slow to detect facts of

the kind, and equally so to act judiciously

upon the conviction.

The maladies of the brain have their origin

in appreciable causes. Dr. Pliny Earle

affirms, " Insanity is not a disease of the mind,

but is the effect of a diseased action of the

brain, the organ through which the operations

of the mind are manifested." After an acute

illness of fever, or a severe injury, the brain

and meninges are liable to irritation, inducing

often the development of latent symptoms of

serious disease in one of the vital organs.

It is a well established fact that seventy, if
'

not eighty per cent, of cases of insanity, ad-

mit of easy and speedy cure, if treated in the

early stage, provided there be no strong con-

stitutional predisposition to cerebral affections.

Unfortunately the golden opportunity is too

often neglected. With reference to the age

at which insanity is most apt to occur, Dr.

Winslow states, " In four American hospitals

33.73 per cent, were between twenty and

thirty, and at this period the disposition to

mental disease in the United States is stronger

—a fact ascribed to the earlier age at which

young men enter the world and engage in

business and politics. Relapses are not un-

frequent; 'out of 2,804 cases, as stated by

Esquirol, there were 292 relapses, or about

one-tenth. The number may, perhaps, vary

from one-fifth to one-tenth, according to the

completeness of the cure and the subsequent

position of the patient in relation to the causes

of the disease.' "

In the treatment, occupation of the mind

and body constitute an important element,

249
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with exercise in the open air. Kind, gentle,

and affectionate measures have disarmed in-

sanity of its repulsive and ferocious character-

istics, and contributed to clothe the unfortu-

nate in his right mind. Where the food of

the patient is defective in quantity or quality,

or is badly cooked, he suffers greatly from
dyspepsia or neuralgia. Surgeon "Woodward,

TJ. S. A., in his excellent Manual for the Hos-

pital Steward, has suggested a most admirable

diet table. The modern mode of heating pub-

lic hospitals by furnaces and heaters may be

useful for protection, but the open fire-place

or stove is preferable.

In the majority of cases, medicines cannot

be dispensed with. The excitement of the

brain, which induces the most painful insomnia,

demands the continued use of anodynes. Hyos-
ciamus, bromide of potassium, and morphia,

furnish the best formulas. Purging has always

been a favorite remedy with some practition-

ers. Frequent bathing also, and absolute

rest, especially after exercise and eating, may
be employed. It were criminal to argue that

this class of unfortunates should be denied the

consolations of religion. They have reason to

rejoice over the action of the Superintendents

for the Insane at their late meeting in Staun-

ton, when a resolution was carried approving

the continuance of the religious exercises of

the chapel on the Sabbath. Since the advent

of the Saviour on earth, the cure of the insane

has been deemed possible, and we should en-
f

deavor, says Prof. Geo. B. Wood, to control

symptoms, "through the senses, the intel-

ligence, the memory, and the affections, to

touch those delicate cords which vibrate

thought and emotion, and so touch them that

they shall again produce their wonted har-

mony."

COMPOUND FRACTURE OF THE FE-
MUR, WITH DISLOCATION OF THE
PATELLA.

By A. J. Irwin, M. D.,

Of Fort Vv ayne, Indiana.

About sunset on the 31st day of October,

1868, John Wycoff, Esq., aged 40 years, while

assisting at the raising of a grain-house, was

struck by a falling timber.

The frame had been raised in sections, each

of which consisted of three posts and a plate.

(Posts 6x6 inch.,+10 feet : plate 6x8 inch., +16
feet.) The last section was forced up rapidly,

and fell inwardly, while Mr. W.was in the act

of crossing a sill directly under One of its outer-

posts. The stroke was received one inch

below the great " trochanter," and swept
down the lateral posterior surface of the

thigh, within three inches of its outer condyle,

while the lateral anterior surface of the inner

condyle was fixed upon the margin of the sill.

I visited the patient about three hours after

the accident ; he was much depressed. Gave
stimulants and morphia. Diagnosed the fol-

lowing unusual form of fracture : Four inches

above the knee a double oblique fracture of

shaft, with division of the condyles, and dislo-

cation of the p etalla upon its edge between
them, in which position the latter was so

deeply impacted as to be quite obscured.

As motion produced insufferable pain, I ad-

justed the limb as comfortably as possible, pre-

scribed opiates, and cold water dressing.

Rested well. ^
Nov. 1st. Anaesthetized the patient, pro-

ceeded to elevate patella, which was difficult to

accomplish as anticipated. Having made ex-

tension to release the fragments from the soft

parts, I raised the leg about twenty degrees

above the plane of the thigh, in which posi-

tion it was held by an assistant, thoroughly

relaxing the quadriceps. The wedge-like ex-

tremity of the superior section was then
pressed up between the condyles, at the same
time the inner condyle was depressed and late-

ral motion made on the patella, which comple-

ted its reduction.

The partially dislocated condyles were ad-

justed ; the limb was bandaged while well ex-

tended, and immediately placed upon a "double

inclined plain splint," from the superior plane

of which a crescent had been excised. This

aparatus was made especially necessary by the

necessity of local treatment to the contused

lateral posterior surface of the thigh. Short

splints were applied to prevent separation of

the cond3Tles.

A weight was suspended to the limb to assist

in preserving extension. Cold water dressings,

and opiates prescribed.

November 2.—Fever. Parts much swollen.

Knee leeched. Cold water applications con-

tinued. Dover powder prescribed.

November 3.—Fever abating. More leeches

to knee. Treatment continued.

November 4.—Less fever. Slough forming

over the contused surface, 12 x 6 inches.

November 5.—Free of fever. Swelling abat.

ing. Prescribed carbolic acid in linseed oil,

one drachm to eight ounces, to be applied to
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sloughing surface. Sulphate of quinine Bj,

aromatic sulphuric acid f^ss. in f^viij. of

brandy. A teaspoonful to be taken every

^ hour. Opiates at night to procure rest, and

allay spasms of limb. This treatment was
continued until

November 10.—Slough detaching to the

depth of the integument only, exposing par-

tially occluded puncture made by point of ex-

ternal condyle. Condition improved. Same
treatment continued, omitting the brandy.

November 20.—Slough entirely separated.

Denuded surface doing well. Dressing con-

tinued in half the former strength. No other

treatment. Extension preserved with great

difficulty, the patient being of an irritable

temperament, frequently persuading his wife

to interrupt the tension, notwithstanding posi-

tive orders to the contrary.

November 26. Was unduly anxious concern-

ing farm matters. Had fever. Demanded his

wife to loose his limb from the splint, which

she did. Changed position frequently, resulting

in the rupture of the adhesions, and displace-

ment at the point of fracture in the shaft, the

condyles being firmly united. Found the thigh

shortened two inches. Inferior fragment rid-

ing superior. Leg inverted, swollen and pain-

ful. Patient almost exhausted. Ke-adjusted

the limb. Secured it firmly. Renewed cold

water dressings. Prescribed Dover powder.

December 1. Swelling, and pain abated.

December 10.—Health improved, denuded

surface mostly healed, bones united.

December 15.—Union strong, splints removed,

pillow placed under the knee, a lighter weight

suspended to the foot.

December 20—Patient was taken home, a

distance of five miles, after which, I did not

visit him.

He was obliged to remain in bed mostly for

two months later, on account of hypersemia

and pain of foot and ankle when depended.

April 1.—Mr. W. called at my office. I ex-

amined the thigh, found it one and a fourth

inches shortened, otherwise in good shape.

Patella adhering somewhat to the condyles,

leg could be flexed about forty degrees, use of

the joint improving. Shortly afterwards he

moved westward.

The bad condition of the patient in conse-

quence of intemperate habits, the frequent

interruption of extension, and finally the dis-

placement, doubtless delayed recuperation,

and assisted in shortening the limb. His atonic

habit accounted for the early subsidence of

acute inflammation, and continuance of an as-

thenic febricula, and malaise. The synovitis

abated without disorganizing the knee. The ad-

hesions resulting were principally between the

patella and condyles, anchylosis of which
was prevented by passive motion of the patella

motion of the joint was necessarily delayed
until the bones were united.

Leeches and cold water were exclusively the

topical treatment of the synovitis.

I have been informed recently that he has

fair use of the knee.

HOSPITAL GLEANINGS.
By James B. Burnet, M. D.,

Of Newark, N. J.

no. n.

CASE OF ABSCESS OF THE BRAIN.

Jane McCann, aged 18 years, was admit-

ted to Bellevue Hospital on July 26th, in

a general condition of prostration, with

cloudiness of intellect and slight delirium. Pa-

tient was menstruating. Pulse regular and
strong. She was taken on the 23d with pain

in her left ear, followed by a purulent dis-

charge. The symptoms being entirely cere-

bral, a blister was applied to the nape of the

neck.

July 21th.—Passed a restless night. Had a

slight convulsion to-day. Muscles of the back

of the neck strongly contracted and rigid.

Discharge from the ear is yellow and purulent,

but inconsiderable in quantity.

July 28th.—Restless all night. At 1 p. m.
pulse 120. Skin dry and hot. Ordered Po-

tassii Iodidi, gr. xi, every second hour. No
intelligible answers to questions. Opisthoto-

nos continued. There is some difficulty in

swallowing. Bowels regular.

July 29th.—Pupils contracted. Pulse 94.

July 30th.—Skin cool. Pulse 94. Opisthot-

onos continued.

July 31st.—Opisthotonos not so marked, but

still evident. Left pupil dilated ; does not

contract under light. One of the house phy-

sicians gave it as his opinion to-day that an

abscess existed in the brain. No diagnosis

had been made in the case before. She died

at 9 p. m.

Autopsy 164 hours after death.

A small collection of pus was found outside

of the dura mater, near the apex of the pe-

trous portion of the left temporal bone. An
extensive abscess was found in the brain, oc-

cupying the middle and posterior lobes of the
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left cerebral hemisphere. The inferior surface

of the cerebrum was of a soft greenish hue.

Softening and discoloration of the brain-mat-

ter around the abscess existed. It penetra-

ted to the centre of the brain. Sub-arachnoid

deposit of pus on the cerebellum. Pia mater

strongly congested. Spinal cord exposed

through the cervical and dorsal vertebra?.

There was some extravasated blood outside

the dura mater, but no inflamation of the men-
inges of the cord.

CASE OF SOFTENING OF THE BBAIN.

John Powers, aged 25, was admitted to

Eellevue Hospital during the month of Au-

gust. Seven years ago he fell, and sustained

severe concussion of the brain, from which he

was insensible for several hours. He gradu-

ally recovered from this, and at the end of a

month was perfectly well. People who knew
him well, however, thought they observed

some mental peculiarities about him after-

wards. A year since he began to have some
symptoms of cerebral trouble ; he felt weak,

nervous, and irritable. About six months ago

he struck his head again, injuring himself near

the posterior fontaneile. His head became

swollen and very painful. Soon after this he
noticed a want of co-ordination in the move-
ments of the right leg, frequently stubbing his

toe, etc. About a week after he first noticed

the paralysis, he had an attack of headache

and vomiting, which lasted three days. On*

recovery he noticed an increase in the paral-

,

ysis. Soon after his paralysis, became very

marked, and was accompanied with convulsive

movements, which gradually extended upward
to the head. This was followed by perfect

convulsions and insensibility, his attacks re-

sembling epilepsy. The paralysis when it in-

vaded him having the striking peculiarity of

always commencing at the feet, and gradually

extending over the body. At this time (July

21st) he is pleasant and agreeable, but his

mental operations are slow, and his right leg

drags in walking. After using his brain in

any way, he feels exhausted. The right leg

is diminished in size. His. general health is

good. He has abnormal sensations in his right

foot, and it jerks about involuntarily. There

is tenderness on pressure upon the left side of

the head, just behind the coronal suture. No
disease of the spine can be detected.

Editorial Department.

Periscope.

Primary Venereal Sores—Constitutional Syphi-
lis—Healthy Lactation.

Mr. Mobgast of the Lock Hospital has the fol-

lowing interesting case in the Medical Press and

Circular :

K. B., aged twenty-six (ward No. 2, bed 7,) ad-

mitted May 5, 1808. Four years unvirtuous
;
pre-

sented hardened tender inguinal glands on both

sides to such an extent that she was greatly incon-

venienced in walking, though not so as to cause

lameness. There was no other sign of syphilis, no

sore of the genitals, no abrasion, and but little va-

ginal discharge. She had given birth to a child three

months previously ; the child was perfectly healthy,

and she continued to suckle it till her admission into

the hospital. The glands had been swollen and

tender for two weeks previous to application. These

being the only signs, I made a speculum examina-

tion, which showed a well marked small sore on

the uterus about a quarter of an inch from the os

externum ; and another sore of the same character

on the vaginal wall about two-thirds the distance

I

within. Both these sores were clean looking and i

small, nearly the size of a threepenny piece, not

smeared with pus or bleeding easily, and completely
j

insensible. I practised auto-inoculation from each

sore, on each thigh, and cauterized the sores with

nitrate of silver, not with a view of their destruction,

bnt of vigorous stimulation. The inoculations failed
;

completely. In another week I repeated the inocu-
{

lations with the same negative result ; and again in
j

a week, when the sores were inclined to heal, but
|

without success.

I did not give mercury in any form, but by local
j

applications, injections, and tonic treatment sue-

Ceeded in healing the sores and improving the gen-
i

eral health. The swelling of the inguinal glands

abated by fomentations and pressure; the patient

was discharged, cured, June Gth, 1868. A drawing

was taken of the sores as first seen, which shows
j

admirably their condition and appearance.

On the 31st of July, 1868, this woman again pre- !

sented herself for admission. She states that she 1

had not led a dissolute life since, and that she was
j'j

not in needy circumstances. She is now a capital

illustration of syphilitic poisoning; with the skin

pallid and murky looking, alopecia well marked, en-
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largement of the cervical glands, small ulcer of the

j.
right tonsil, pains in the right shoulder-joints, and

covered with a copious crop of papulosquamous

f
j

I',

eruption, well marked on the palms of the hands

and soles of the feet, and over the body generally.
3

She had in her arms her child, the most perfect
3

1 specimen of a boy in complete health and splendid
! condition that could possibly be seen; she states

I
" positively that she still partially suckles him, and the

e breasts no doubt still secrete.

On admission, the child was put on spoon diet,
1

and not allowed to suckle. The patient was treated

by the calomel vapor bath, which she got three times

a week for three weeks, fifteen grains of calomel

^ i being used for each bath, and the bath continued for

twenty minutes. The bath was then ordered but
; twice a week for six weeks longer ; ten grains of

1

f saccharated carbonate of iron were administered

j
three times a day, and generous diet given. On the

1 12th of October, 1868, the patient was allowed to

!
leave the hospital, the eruption, which was exceed-

l

ingly obstinate to treatment, having all but disap-

j

peared.

The calomel bath in this case acted most bene-
1 ficially. In three weeks there was a slight foetor of

i

the breath discernible, and some salivation. With
regard to the child, there is no doubt but that on her

first admission to the hospital it was nourished alto-

gether by the mother, though she was suffering at the

time from two primary sores, and there is but little

doubt that it was partially nourished, at all events,

by the mother, while the subject of intense consti-

tutional taint; yet the child was in splendid con-

dition, without a sign of anything syphilitic, showing

[ that, though the mother was herself the subject of

j
primary syphilis, with consequent glandular excite-

1
ment, yet that the lacteal secretion not only was

£ harmless, but was capable of giving abundant

i
nutrition; and again, that, though afterwards she

was suffering from syphilitic fever, and the full

1 excitement caused by the development of well

marked constitutional symptoms, that even then

I

there was no unhealthy taint communicated to the

1
child. With regard to the latter circumstance, no
doubt the child was but partially supplied by the

mother, and its chief food was artificial.

selves, give a range of about 1 degree F. only.* This

great range in the course of the day must be borne

in mind while stating average normal temperatures

of children, and may account for the conflcting

statements on this subject.

2. There is invariably a fall of temperature in the

evening, amounting to one two or three degrees. I

appeal with confidence^ the cases of M. O., set. 5^

years, and E. C, set. 10§ years, as proof of this

statement. Both children were in excellent health

at the time of the observations, which were all

made by myself. The average fall in the former

case was 2°.12 F. ; in the latter 2M3 F. The eve-

ning fall may take place before sleepf begins.

3. The most striking fall usually occurs between 7

and 9 p. m., although it often begins about 5. p. m.,

and frequently continues on till after midnight.

4. The minimum temperature seems usually to be

reached at or before 2 a. m.

5. The temperature usually begins to rise between

2 and 4 a. m., while the child is still sleeping sound-

ly, and before food has been taken.

6. Fluctuations betioeen 9 a. m., and 5 p. m., are

usually trifang, so far as my experience extends. It

is to be remembered, however, that the children ob-

served were in a ward of pretty equable temperature

and not liable to any violent exertion.

7. There seems to be no very definite, or at least
y

obvious relationship between the frequency of the

pulse and respirations, and the amount of norma
temperature. The number of respirations seems,

in the child, to be subject to many unimportant

variations. I regret the absence of the pulse from

some of the tables, but this was unavoidable in

many of the cases ; it also is very easily disturbed

in children.

In conclusion, although I am not prepared to an-

nounce any practical application of the foregoing

facts, I cannot but regard them as important and

interesting to all—and they are an increasing num-

ber—who use the thermometer in the investigation

of infantile diseases.

#1 append the general result ofDavy's observations, also

one day's variations given as typical.

Observations of Dr. John Davy, F. R. S., age 55 on

himself. Temperatures under tongue. " Physiol. Re-

searches." Lend., 1863. Pp. 14 and 44. The results are

averages from observations taken at the hours given,

during the period August to April.

Temp.
Fahr.

Pulse. Resp.
Temp,

ot Room.
Re-

marks.

7 to 8 a. m.
S to 4 p. m.
12 p. m.

98°.74
98.°52
9?°.92

57.6

55.2
54.7

15.6
15.4

15.2

50°9
! 54°.7

62°

Dinner
at 5 p. m

fOf 31 newly-born children, Dr. Rogers found 14 sleep-

ing, whose average temperature was 37°.26 C. ; 17 were

awake but calm, their temperature averaged 36° .91 C.

(Arch. Gen. loc. cit.,page 293.) " Baernsprung est ar-

rive a la conclusion que le sommeil ne change pas la

temperature. Nouv. Diet, de Med., Paris, 1S67 ; vol. vi.,

page 760.

The Normal Temperature in Children.

Dp.. Finlayson contributes to the Glasgow Med-

ical Journal an article on the fluctuations of the

bodily temperature in children, based on an exten-

sive series of observations. The following is a sum-
mary of the results he has reached

:

1. The daily range of temperature is greater in

the healthy cfiild than thai recorded in healthy

adults : my observations give a mean range of be-

tween two degrees and three degrees F. ; and those of

Davy Gierse, Frohlicb, and Lichtenfels, on them.
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It is well known, for example, that high evening

temperatures aie the rule, in cases of tubercular and

enteric fever—often most difficult cases to make out

in the young subject. A persistent evening rise of

only one or two degrees comes to be very significant

of mischief, if, in health, there ought really to be an

evening fall to that extent. Many cases of tubercu-

lar disease in children, have been alluded to by

writers,* and some have come under my own no-

tice, in which the evening temperature could only be

regarded as " normal." It remains to be seen whether

an altered view of the word " normal " may not

here come to our assistance ; but the question of

pathological temperature is beyond the scope of the

present paper.

Influence of Education.

Dr. Beakeneidgue, in an article in the Times and
Gazette, supports the following thesis

:

The wider the range of the education, the more
vigorous will be the health, and the greater the range

of circumstances over which it may be preserved.

Were the constitution limited to one constant un-

varying set of influences, health would be incom-

patible with the slightest deviation from this. The
provisions of nature secure a considerable variety in

this respect. In the rotation of the seasons we have

a constant succession of changes which check the

tendency of the body to fall into a too narrow series

of habitual activities. The width of education thus

afforded renders it possible to move with comfort

and safety to considerably distant localities at sea-

sons when their climate approaches in character to

one or other of the seasons in the native climate.

Thus we may indulge in a change to colder places

during their summer if it is not colder than our win-
ter, and to warmer places during their winter if it is

not warmer than our summer. It is evident that

the extent of this capacity for change must be regu-

lated by the range of conditions to which the body
has been accustomed, being greater or less according

to the variability or equability of the developing

climate. The development brought about by any
one locality must, however, be, at the best, very

limited compared with man's capacity. Doubtless

the craving for change which man feels with regard

to many things is not without its physiological im-

portance.

Such deep-seated yearnings as the love of travel,

and the great inventions to which, for its satisfaction,

it stimulates him, hint that this local development,

even where the balance of functional power is best

preserved, by no means represents the highest state

which he is capable of attaining. He possesses, in a

rudimentary condition it may be, but none the less

truly, powers which, where they all fully educated,

might render him cosmopolitan. Greatly increased

*See Dr. Ringer on Phthisis. Lond., Pp. 29-30, 81. Dr
Hillier on Diseases of Children—1868, Page 115.

rapidity of locomotion is already doing much to ex-

tend the range of his physiological education, and,

in addition, the blending of different races which is

thus favoured, and the consequent intermarriages of

those possessing constitutions widely different, will

hasten the higher development of the whole race.

For when we have the organs which in the one

parent are highly trained, uneducated in the other,

and vice versa, it is reasonable to suppose that the

positive and not the negative, properties of each

parent will have the 'greater tendency to be trans-

mitted to the offspring ; hence it will possess some-

what of the special powers and capacities of both.

Thus the offspring of aboriginal and European pa-

rents in Hindustan is said to "inherit from the

native parent a certain adaptation to the climate,

and from the European a higher development of

brain" (Combe's Constitution of Man," p. 194).

Many examples might be adduced to show that

mixed races of men surpass in vigor and in the. ten-

dency to multiply the parent races from which they

have sprung. It must to a considerable extent be

regarded as the explanation of the high vigour of the

Anglo-Saxon race that in it there are blended to-

gether so many constitutions, originally very differ-

ently educated, and consequently possessing widely

different powers.

Uterine Rheumatism.
Several cases of this are reported by Dr. Cubean

in the Press and Circular, of which we extract

one :

Case 1.—On the 20th of January, 1867, I was

requested to visit a married woman, the mother of

four children, about thirty-seven years of age. She

had been exposed to cold and wet, and had experi-

enced a severe rigor on the morning of my first visit.

Her chief complaint was of intense and continued

pain above the pubis. The bowels were freely re-

lieved by a domestic aperient. There was no vomit-

ing. The urine was sufficient in quantity, but in

character highly colored and cloudy. She had men-

struated naturally a fortnight previously, and the

history of her life, physically, was that she had never

required medical attendance except during the par-

turient state. Upon examining the region corre-

sponding to the seat of pain, I discovered no super-

ficial tenderness, no abnormal condition of the part,

but upon employing firm pressure with the ends of

the fingers, she cried out against the punishment

inflicted. I was in this way enabled to encircle, so

to speak, the uterus and determine that the mischief

existed there and was confined to that organ.

However, although the tongue was coated with a

creamy fur, and the pulse was quick, and the surface

of the body dry and hot, I considered the symptoms

would yield to an active saline, and that the pain

would be relieved by the vocal application of a lini-

ment consisting of aconite, belladonna and chloro-
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form, applied to the affected region on lint, and

covered, in order to prevent evaporation, withgutta

percha membrane. On the day following, I found

little alteration in the general symptoms. She ex-

pressed receiving temporary relief from the liniment,

but was in truth unable to turn in bed, or move the

body, from the severity of the pain which movement
produced. I made then a still more minute and

careful examination, the result of which was, that I

arrived at the conclusion, that the case before me
was one of acute inflammation of the uterus. The
pressing and distressing nature of the symptoms

justified the opinion. Upon this, I applied leeches,

and prescribed calomel and opium in pill, and a

diaphoretic mixture. At my evening visit, I further

directed that extract of belladonna, diluted with

glycerine, should be smeared over the part; this

covered by silk paper, and, a bran poultice to be

applied external to all. The subsequent day the

inflammatory fever still ran high and unsubdued,

but the uterine pain was less acute, and the left

shoulder joint became implicated ; towards evening,

the nature of the case had thoroughly revealed itself,

other joints were affected, and a case of acute rheu-

matism lay unmasked before me. From the mo-

ment the materies morbi of the rheumatism dis-

persed itself over the system, the uterine pain

lessened. The case ran an ordinary course under,

an alkaline treatment, the heart escaped, and the

woman fully recovered, and is now well in health,

and has been free from any subsequent return of

the rheumatism.

Tree Hydrochloric Acid in Gastric Juice.

The Medical Press and Circular says :

Professor Horsford, of America, has endeav-

oured to solve this important question. The long-

disputed position of Prout, that the gastric juice con-

tains free hydrochloric acid, was established by C.

Schmidt, who, in an absolute quantitative analysis of

the juice, found twice as much hydrochloric acid as

was required to neutralize all the bases present.

Then comes the question, how could free hydrochlo-

ric acid be secreted from the blood, which is an al-

kaline fluid ?

The mucous membrane of the stomach presents,

on its inner surface, the mouths of numerous micro-

scopic tubes, which are blind sacs. These tubes as

a whole dip into the spongy tissue that underlies the

mucous coat, where they are surrounded by the fluid

pouring from the net-work of nutritive capillaries,

which fluid, as remarked above, contains acid phos-

phates and chlorides. Now, by pressure and osmo-
sis a portion of this fluid will pass through the walls

of the gastric tubes, and" the question is, whether the

fluid that goes through will contain free acid. The
experiment that Professor Horsford performedseemed

conclusive. He employed an acid phosphate of lime

of specific gravity 1-117 of a constitution of 3 (Ca

OPO5) x 2PO5 with an amount of phosphate of

peroxide of iron, present as 1 to 28 of the acid phos-

phate of lime. The various other solutions employed
were the ordinary reagents.

The author used parchment paper to represent the

walls of the capillary sacs, also goldbeaters' skin.

The parchment paper was made from Swedish fil-

tering paperx In all these experiments the author

obtained the same kind of evidence of increased acid-

ity on one side, and increased alkalinity on the

other. The same effect took place from a mixture

of acid phosphate of soda and chloride of calcium.

It follows from the above that if these experiments

fairly represent the case, and from the known com-

position of the blood, its condition in the walls of the

stomach, and the structure of the gastric tubules,

that free or undecomposed hydrochloric acid must

find its way to the bottom of the gastric tubules, and
thence into the cavity of the stomach.

Professor Horsford says that he has shown that

the acid phosphate pressed from the corpuscles more
than neutralizes the alkalinity of the plasma present.

In reply it may"be said, that the author presents a

condition of things in which there is not the kind of

physical change required going on, namely, relative

augmentation of the corpuscles under pressure, the

concomitant of iucreased supply of blood to the gas-

tric mucous membrane. Its degree must be inferred

from the effects on the secretions which he has en-

deavoured in his paper to point out by conducting

an experiment, under what he conceives to be essen-

tially like conditions, and obtaining the results due

to identical conditions. The secretion of hydrochlo-

ric acid is, of course, mixed with acid phosphate and

alkaline chlorides. These results had been predicted

from Graham's researches on dialysis. Phosphate of

lime and soda are colloidal, relatively to more crystal-

talloidal hydrochloric acid. Graham found that bisul-

phate ofpotassa by dialysis was resolved into two salts

or mixtures of greater or lesser acidity than the origi-

nal bisulphate. So he found that acetate ofperoxide of

iron was resolved by dialysis into hydrated peroxide

of iron and free acetic acid. It is possible and prob-

able that the albuminoid bodies present take part in

determining the contrast between colloid and crys-

talloid bodies. Graham found that by dialysis he

could separate free hydrochloric acid from the gas-

tric juice thrown up in vomiting.

Public Medicine.

At the last meeting of the British Medical Associ-

ation, Dr. Farr remarked that public medicine

was now on its trial; as it became appreciated it

would open a great career to young physicians ; but

the public health was so wide a field and so difficult

to cultivate that it required the aid of all classes.

They wanted help, and they asked for it from the

chemist, the engineer, the naturalist, from the high-

est statesman and the humblest town councillor.
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The primary aim of public medicine was to prevent

disease, but it also surrounded the sick with the

conditions most favorable to recovery, and diminish-

ed the death-toll of the people. It prolonged earthly

existence and carried numbers of souls through

childhood, youth and manhood to a ripe old age.

Health gave rich and poor the full use of their facul-

ties; it lessened sorrow, and gave fortitude in the

vicissitudes of life. These were great Objects, and
their attainment was difficult, but not impossible,

and to accomplish them was to bestow on mankind
riches more precious than gold. The mean lifetime

in the healthiest parts of England was fifty years,

but in whole towns and in entire classes it would
often be found to be only twenty-five cr thirty

years ; in the United Kingdom it did not exceed forty-

one years. It was found undeniably that a high

rate of mortality was reduced by elementary sanitary

measures. Pure air and pure water were indispen-

sable conditions of existence. These withheld, the

people would perish.

*

Congenital Cataract.

J. P. Miner, M. D., in a clinical lecture reported

in the Buffalo Medical and SurgicalJournal says:

The young lad which we present before you this

morning has cataract in both eyes, which was ob-

served to be present a few months after birth. Such
disease when present at, or appearing soon after

birth, is called congenital cataract—is called so if it

appears at a later period, even after the age of pu-

berty. Whether existing in infancy or afterward,

the appearances are the same, and are quite different

from those cataracts which appear in elderly people

;

the grayish or blush-white appearance of the opacity

is quite characteristic. Sometimes the opacity occu-

pies only the central portion of the lens, but it al-

most always extends until the whole is opaque.

You will observe the constant rolling of the eyes

—

oscillation as it is called ; this is commonly present

where blindness has existed from birth, the patient

never having learned to control the motions of the

the eyes, from having been unable to fix them upon
objects.

Hereditary predisposition is said to be the frequent

cause of congenital cataract ; certain it is, that the

disease does sometimes affect several members of the

same family. Beyond this I am unable to give you
any cause for its appearance, at birth ; when it ap-

pears later, more obvious causes might be in opera-

tion. The prognosis is generally very favorable, and
though the case before you has been operated upon,

as I understand twice, thus far unsuccessfully, still

I have little doubt it can be removed. Thus far it

appears the opaque lens has resisted the solvent or

absorbent action of the aqueous humor; but it is

highly probable that if the capsule is thoroughly di-

vided, and the lens broken up, that the opacity will

disappear. It is true it may resist a first and second

operation, but.we will give the lens a complete divi-

sion, freely rupturing the capsule, and it must even-

tually conform to the almost universal rule.*

Congenital cataract comes under the general head

of soft cataract, and therefore may be removed with-

out extraction. It is so soft that when the capsule

is ruptured freely, nothing further need be attempted

;

it will be removed by the natural absorbent action

of the aqueous humor, which is now freely admitted

to the lens. I have previously described to you this

operation and I have no occasion to repeat. The
pupil should be dilated. The patient, usually a

child, should be anaesthetized so as to ensure greater

immobility, and the globe may be controlled by seiz-

ing the conjunctiva with fine forceps. I have intro-

duced the needle, as you observe, through the sclero-

tic, about a line from the border of the cornea, and
thus am able to divide capsule and lens most thor-

oughly, as I am determined to give it a fair chance

to be removed ; but the needle may also in the opera-

tion for congenital cataract, be introduced through

the cornea, and the same object attained by slight

modification of the procedure. The time requisite

for absorption varies in different cases, defending

upon the freedom of the division of lens and capsule,

softness of the lens and vigor of the patient. A few

weeks are generally quite sufficient in congenital

cataract for complete absorption ; the lens in such

cases is softer than in cataract in advanced life ex-

cept when these latter have resulted from injury.

The Influence of Snake Poison.
Dr. J. Father, Professor of Surgery in the Medi-

cal College of Bengal, has published the results of

certain experiments made to ascertain the effects of

snake poison on large animals. The horses experi-

mented on had been condemned to be destroyed,

for a disease which, though incapacitating them for

work, was not a disease which would reduce the

strength of. the animals to such an extent as to de-

prive the experiments of their value. The animals

were a stud-bred mare, about 14.3 high, and aged

twenty-seven years, suffering from partial paraplegia,

and an Australian horse, 15.1, nine years old, a

powerful animal, and in good condition, though also

paraplegic. The mare succumbed in an hour and
twenty minutes from the effects of the bite of a large

cobra; while the stronger and younger horse sur-

vived the bite of a powerful, fresh, and full-grown

daboia nearly twelve hours.

The difference in the effects of the poison of the

daboia and cobra in these two cases is very remark-

able, not only as to the duration of life in the animals

bitten, but also in the pathological conditions before

* Two months after operation patient returns with per-

fect result in the eye twice before operated upon, and the

lens nearly absorbed in the other eye. Amount of vision

not accurately tested for want of opportunity. Oscilla-

tion still present, which must greatly interfere with near
vision.
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and after death. The mare bitten by the cobra was

rapidly affected—staggered, became exhausted, and

died in less than an hour and a half. The horse,

bitten by the daboia, on the other hand, was affected

very slowly, and seemed to doze his life away until

just at the last, when a few unconscious plunges ter-

minated his existence. It is to be noted, however,

that the cobra bit more vigorously, forced his fangs

deeper, and had to deal with a more feeble animal

than the daboia, who bit a more powerful and

healthy horse, and did not insert his teeth with such

vigor as the cobra. The snakes were both fresh

and full-grown, and their terrible power was strik-

ingly illustrated by the death of these horses.

Resection of Shoulder-Joint.

The Baltimore Medical Bulletin contains, in a re-

cent issue, the subjoined case of general interest

:

Professor Warren presented Mrs. M. to his class,

a patient upon whom he had previously operated in

its presence, for the purpose of showing the results

of the operation. He gave the following account"

of the case : About one year before Mrs. M. present-

ed herself to him; she had fallen upon her shoul-

der and -dislocated the Humerus. No reduction had

been effected ; the limb remained fixed and useless;

and patient had suffered the most excruciating pain

continually. She could not feed herself with the

right hand, or use it for any purpose, and she was
reduced to a mere skeleton, from the violence and

persistence of her sufferings. She desired to be re-

lieved, send was willing to submit to any operation.

Upon examination a dislocation forwards was dis-

covered, the head of the humerus resting beneath

the coracoid process, and pressing against the bra-

chial plexus of nerves, some of the trunks of which

seemed to have been dragged forward by the bone.

Although she was fifty years of age and much de-

bilitated, yet in view of affording some relief to the

continued torture of the poor creature, Professor

Warren determined to place her under the influence

of chloroform, and, if an effort at reduction failed, to

to remove the head of the bone at once.

The anaesthetic having been administered and all

attempts at reduction having failed, the excision of

the head of the bone was successfully effected, in the

presence of the class.

It was well that the V shaped incision of Saba-

tier as modified by Gayraud, was made in the prem-

ises, for without the thorough exposure of the parts

and the ample room which it insured, the operation

would have proved a failure in consequence of the

firmness with wThich the head of the bone was held

in its abnormal position by the lymph which had or-

ganized around it, and also because of the immediate

proximity to it of the Axiliary artery. As it was, the

removal of the head of the bone from its adventitous

socket was veritably a work of excavation, and the

avoidance of the artery, to say nothing of the ner-

vous filaments, a matter of the nicest and most care-

ful dissection that can be imagined. The humerus
was divided through its surgical neck, its head re-

moved, and the excised shaft carried back to the

glenoid cavity. The wound healed rapidly and well

;

and after the lapse of some months the patient pre-

sented herself at the office of the Professor so much
altered in appearance that she was not recognized.

The attention of the class was called to the general

improvement of the patient—to her face showing no
traces of the acute suffering which had once been

depicted in it—to her rotundity of figure wherein

not a remnant of the former emaciation remained

—and to the general healthfulness and happiness of

her whole appearance. An examination of the

arm showed that the humerus was well up towards

the glenoid cavity, and that though the action of the

deltoid was in a great measure lost, by the combined

action of some of its fibres and the biceps, its long

tendon having been saved in the operation, the arm
could be elevated to her head, and that considerable

latitude of motion had been restored. She stated

that she was able to sew and to feed herself with the

right hand ; and that she regarded the improvement

as very great.

Resection of the shoulder joint has frequently

been performed for necrosis of the humerus, and

more especially for gun-shot injuries of the osseous

structures entering into its composition, but the Pro-

fessor was not cognizant of another instance in

which such an excision had been resorted to for the

relief of a dislocation or rather for the removal of

the effects of a dislocation. The earnest appeals of

the sufferer for assistance—the necessity for such in-

terferance—and the impossibility of resorting to

other measures prompted him to try this one;

while the success of the operation fully vindicated

the propriety of its performance.

A few practical points should be remembered in

this connection, to which the attention of the class

was specially directed.

1. Endeavor to preserve the functions of the del-

toid muscle as much as possible ; and if this cannot

be done, take especial care to remove the long head

of the biceps from its grove and to preserve it intact.

2. Encroach upon the shaft of the bone as little as

the circumstances of the case will allow. Though

favorable results have followed the removal of several

inches of the shaft, yet as a general ride the subse-

quent utility of the arm bears an inverse proportion

to the length of the shaft removed, because of the

necessary interference thereby with the muscles

which control the movements of the limb.

3. Avoid wounding the circumflex arteries in the

operation. In order to do this do not carry your in-

cisions too far down, but limit them to the tissue

corresponding with the head of the bone.

4. In healing up the wound see that the pus does

not burrow, as it is very likely to do, unless proper

precaution be taken to prevent its excessive develop-
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rnent, and to insure its escape. Cold water, carbolic

acid, etc., will accomplish the one indication, and

careful dressing the other.

Nature and Treatment of Lupus Eythematosus.

In theArchiv fur Derniatologie Dr. Moeiz Koim
has an essay on this disease, an abstract of -which

we take from the London Lancet :

This affection, which occurs in the healthy and

strong, as well as in the strumous, of both sexes,

consists of nearly circular spots, of variable size, the

centre of which is covered by a thin, dark, yellowish-

brown crust, or by cicatricial-iike skin, whilst the

margin presents a narrow, slightly elevated, bright-

red line, beset with yellowish or smutty-brown

scales and crusts, or is punctated, and sharply differ-

entiated from the' adjoining healthy skin. This form

of lupus is undoubtedly developed in the substance

of the corium, and occurs upon the cheeks, or upon

the bridge of the nose, and occasionally on other

parts of the skin of the head, on the palms and

palmar surface of the fingers, and on the trunk and

arms. It is sometimes accompanied by a remark-

able hypertrophy of the sebaceous follicles, with

increased discharge of thin secretion, constituting

the condition known as seborrhcea congestiva. In

regard to the treatment of this affection, Kohn con-

siders that internal remedies, as the preparations of

iron, arsenic, iodine, and cod-liver oil, are quite sub-

ordinate to appropriate and carefully-applied local

remedies. Amongst these the following have proved

themselves to be in individual cases a certain and

positive means of cure :—1. The spiritus saponatus

kalinus of Yon Hebba, which is composed of soft

soap held in solution in rectified spirits of wine,

with the additition of a little spirit of lavender, and

is to be diligently brushed over the affected part.

The scabs separate, blood-drops and serum are

exuded, dry up to a crust, and on falling off leave a

more or less healthy surface. 2. Liquor potassae, in

the proportion of one drachm of potash to two

drachms of distilled water. 3. Liquor ammonite.

4. Carbolic, acetic, hydrochloric, chromic, nitric and

sulphuric acids ; .the acetic being perhaps the best.

5. Iodine, especially in the form of tincture, and

combined with iodide of potassium and glycerine.

6. Nitrate of silver. 7. Arsenic paste, in the pro-

portion of five grains to two drachms of simple

ointment, and fifteen grains of cinnabar. 8. Chlo-

ride of zinc, which he has found to be the most

efficacious of all the emplastrum mercuriali.

Prussic Acid.

We learn from the Journal des Connaissances

Medicates that, at the last sitting of the French

Academy of Medicine, Dr. Scouttetexn commu-
nicated the substance of an essay which created quite

a sensation. It was a posthumous disquisition on

hydrocyanic acid, found among the papers of the

late celebrated Professor Schonbein, of Baden. The
question discussed was, whether there was a test for

the above-mentioned liquid besides those of M. Lie-

big and M. Buignet, which, within certain limits,

may reveal the presence of prassic acid, but are in-

sufficient to fix its quantity and detect a crime with

certainty. Professor Schonbein then proceeds to

describe a reagent discovered by himself, and deli-

cate enough to bring out to view even the millionth

part of a drop, whether diluted with water, or vapor-

ized in the air ; a circumstance affording new proof

of the incalculable divisibility of matter. Dr. Scout-

tettenn, who lives at Metz, announced, in his com-

munication, that he had repeated the late Professor

Schonbein's experiments, with the aid of two chem-

ists, MM. Guebin and Pont, and that he begged to

submit some of the test-paper prepared by himself

to the Academy for further trial. The specimen

forwarded was of the kind called filtering paper, and

had been soaked in a solution of three gms. of guai-

acuxn resin in 100 gms. of alcohol. To use it, a so-

lution of ten decigr. of sulphate of copper in fifty

gms. of distilled water should be made, and the

paper which is white, cut into narrow slips. One
of the latter being wetted with the solution, it is

then exposed to the action of the minute quantity

of hydrocyanic acid dissolved in water, and suspended

in the air ; the paper will then instantly turn blue.

Dr. Scouttetenn remarks that these slips of paper

will be useful in examining the quality of the medi-

cinal waters or syrups containing a very small quan-

tity of the acid. The paper need only be placed on

the unstoppered neck of the phial containing the

medicine, and the blue color will at once become

visible. Various other experiments are described,

all tending to the same result.

The " Pall Mall Gazette " on Medical Educa-
tion.

The Pall Mall Gazette thinks that the tendency of

the present day is to cram the student with merely

theoretical knowledge, which will be of little use to

him in after-life, and to neglect that bedside training

which alone can give him real experience. The Ga-

zette accuses the London University, of all institu-

tutions in the world, as being the fosterer of this

sytem of unfruitful cramming. It would be difficult

to misrepresent the facts more completely than this.

The University of London has, indeed, enormously

improved the theoretical studies of the medical pro-

fession ; but it is even more to be praised for its es-

pecial attention to accurate clinical training, having

been the first institution to set the example of ex-

amining candidates for degrees at the bedside of actual

patients. We do not deny that there are tendencies,

in some quarters, to cram the minds of the students

with useless matters. But instead of pointing to the

innovations introduced by the University of London
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as the example of such malpraxis, we should point

to the effete conservatism of the University of Edin-

burgh, vfhich positively refuses to sanction the cer-

tificates of any medical school in which less than 100
v

formal lectures are given upon the subject of Mate-

ria Medica, which, as still taught in Edinburg and

nearly everywhere else, is nothing but the most

wearisome and intolerably useless cram.

—

Lancet.

Kesearches in Resins.

The Scientific American publishes the following

though without crediting the source from whence it

was derived

:

M. Sacc observes that resins have been very little

studied at all ; and his researches recorded in this

paper extend to copal, amber, dammar, colophony,

lac (or shellac), elemi, sandarac, mastic, and carnau-

ba wax (a resin). The author has studied the more

or less degree of readiness wherewith resins are re-

duced to powder, the action thereupon of boiling

water, of alcohol of 86 per cent, strength, of ether, of

ordinary acetic acid, of a hot solution of caustic soda

of 1.074 specific gravity, of sulphide of carbon, of

oil of turpentine, of boiled linseed oil, of benzine, of

naphtha, of sulphuric acid of 1.83 specific gravity, of

nitric acid of 1.329 specific gravity, and of caustic

ammonia. All resins were applied in powdered

state ; and the solvents three times as large a bulk as

that of the resins have acted for at least tweaty-four

hours, at temperatures varying between fifteen and

twenty-two degrees. The results arrived at are

briefly as follows : Ail resins submitted to experi-

ments fuse quietly when heated, excepting amber,

shellac, elemi, sandarac, and mastic, which swell up

and increase in bulk. Only the carnauba wax melts

in boiling water
;
colophony becomes pasty therein,

while dammar, shellac, elemi, and mastic agglutinate.

Copal, amber, and sandarac do not change. Alco-

hol does not dissolve amber nor dammar; agglu-

tinates copal, partly dissolves elemi and carnauba

wax; while colophony, shellac, sandarac, and mastic

are readily soluble therein. Ether does not dissolve

amber and shellac ; makes copals swell, and partly

but slowly dissolves carnauba wax
;
dammar, colo-

phony, elemi, sandarac and mastic are readily dis-

solved therein. Acetic acid does not dissolve amber
and shellac ; causes copal to swell ; somewhat acts

upon carnauba wax, and does not at all act upon
any other of the resins above-named. Caustic soda

solution readily dissolves shellac, with difficulty col-

phony, and has no action upon the rest. In sul-

phide of carbon, amber and shellac are insoluble

;

copal swells therein; elemi, sandarac, mastic, and

carnauba wax are with difficulty dissolved therein,

while dammar and colphony are readily so. Oil of

turpentine has no action upon amber or shellac

;

causes copal to swell ; dissolves readily dammar, col-

phony, elemi, sandarac, carnauba, and very readily

mastic. Sulphuric acid does not dissolve carnauba

wax ; all other resins are dissolved and colored,

brown, excepting dammar, which becomes bright

red. Nitric acid does not act upon the resins, but

colors carnauba wax straw yellow, elemi a dirty-

yellow, and mastic and sandarac bright brown.

Ammonia does not dissolve some of these resins,

but causes copal, sandarac, and mastic first to swell,

afterward dissolving them
;
colophony is easily solu-

ble therein.

Reviews and Book Notices.

Guide Book to Florida and the South, for the
Use of Invalids, Tourists and Emigrants. By D.
G. Brlntoznt, A. M., M. D. Published by George
Maclean, 719 Sansom street, Philadelphia. 1
vol., 12 mo. cloth, pp. 136. Price, $1.00.

The author in this little work has attempted to

give exactly such information as the invalid and
tourist will need in choosing a winter residence in

the South, in preparing for the journey, and in de-

riving the greatest advantage and pleasure during

his trip.

The greater part of the volume is taken up with

Florida, but the principal routes and stopping places

in the South Atlantic States are fully described ; the

hotels, boarding houses and public places in the

cities specified ; the prices of board, hotels, railroad

and hack fares are given from recent and responsible

sources, and the historic associations briefly referred to.

The health resorts, Aiken, S. C, St. Augustine,

Key West, etc, are fully represented. As it was the

design of the writer to adapt the book especially for

those going South in pursuit of health, several

" chapters to invalids" are appended in which are

discussed " what diseases are benefitted by a change

of climate;" "which is the best climate in the

South for consumptives ;" " which climate should

be chosen," and " some hints to health-seekers."

In plan the Guide Book is based upon those of

Carl Boedeker, with which doubtless many of our

readers are familiar. They are unquestionably far

superior to the English " Murray."

A map of the St. John river on a scale of ten

miles to the inch is added, which renders the book

still more valuable to the traveler.

Board of Examining Surgeons.

Three Boards of Surgeons for the physical exam-

ination of pensioners and applicants for pensions

have been appointed. They consist of seven surgeons

for Philadelphia, seven for New York, and four for

Brooklyn. The Philadelphia Board is as follows :

Dr. H. Ernest Goodman, President; Dr. James

Cummiskey, Dr. Edward A. Smith, Dr. Thomas B.

Reed, Dr. Thomas S. Harper, Dr. John M. Adleiy

and Dr. George C. Harlan.
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MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER.

PHILADELPHIA, SEPTEMBER 25, 1S69.

S. W. BUTLER, M. D., 0. G. BRINTON, M. D. , Editors.

j^" Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,

News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

8^* To insure publication, articles must be practical,

brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

"We particularly value the practical experience of coun-
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfuilv belongs to the profession.

TO SUBSCRIBERS.

The 21st volume of the Medical and Sur-

gical Reporter began on July 3rd. A
large number of subscriptions are due from

that date, and we look to a prompt response

to the bills already sent out and being sent.

—

Our bills always call for pattment in AD-

VANCE.

"We can still supply a few complete sets or

volumes from the commencement, bound or un-

bound. They should be applied for soon, as

they will soon be exhausted.

PRESCRIPTION WRITING.
On page 189 of the present volume a corres-

pondent has much that is pertinent to say

about writing prescriptions. He calls atten-

tention to the notoriously incorrect, and some-

times dangerous modes which are now used.

"What he says, an inspection of any drug-

gist's files will prove. Not one in twenty pre-

scriptions taken from those put up by most

apothecaries are correctly written.

"We are not at all inclined to lay the blame
of the fatal mistakes recorded every few days

in the newspapers, at the doors of the doctors

exclusively. But it is only too true, that they

must take their share of the blame. We have

put on record more than one example of the

kind in this journal during the last six months.

Our correspondent does not suggest any

other remedy than that of writing the pre-

scription in correct (medical) Latin.

This is all very well for those who know how
to write it, and who are writing for druggists

who know how to read it. How often does

this occur in this country? About once in a

thousand times. It is so notorious that it is not

worth while to pretend to conceal it, that not

one graduate in medicine, in one hundred in this

country, can translate without aid, a dozen
lines of Virgil, not one in fifty but would be
puzzled to give the genitive of some of the

commonest nouns in the materia medica. As
for the druggists, they do not pretend as a

body to any knowledge of the " learned lan-

guages."

It is therefore a practical impossibility for

the majority of physicians in the United States

to write their prescriptions correctly. They
can't do it. Why then attempt it? Why
shall we continue to use this dead language,

which we do not understand, and which those

we write for do not understand ?

It is quite time that writing prescriptions in

Latin abbreviations was discarded. Such a

reminiscence of the middle ages should have

been discarded when the black gowns and hats

ridiculed by Moliere were dropped.

This would do away with the danger of

ignorant druggists putting up the wrong medi-

cine. It would leave no excuse for not writing-

prescriptions plainly and intelligibly, and it

would not have a single disadvantage.

To this latter statement, may be objected,

the points urged by the editors of the Dispen-

satory. Now, between ourselves, these points

have no weight at all in the present discussion.

We do not suppose that any physician would

I

write,

Tincture of Indian Hemp ;

But would write

Tincture of Apocynum Cannabinum,

or

Tincture of Cannibis Indica,

as he might wish.

In France this whole antique system of pre-

scribing in Latin has been long since done

away with, although every M. D. there must

have a fair knowledge of Latin before he com-

mences his professional studies.

We hope also to see those mysterious hiero-

glyphs, B, ffl, 3, 3, R, and their congeners,

" like the signs of the zodiac " as our correspon-

dent says, consigned, at no late day, in the

words of Carlyle "to the belly of Eternal

Night,"—and the sooner the better.

If a physician won't take time to write a

prescription in full, he don't deserve his fee
;

if he is too lazy to do it, he deserves it still

less-



September 25, 1869.

J

Editorial. 261

There is no object whatever to be gained by

holding on to this antiquated and incorrect

method of prescribing, except to mystify the

public and one's patients. If this is the object,

it is just as easily obtained by the chemical

nomenclature. This is in English, it is accu-

rate, and yet it is quite unknown to the vast

majority of patients.

Let us now see how the prescription quoted

by our correspondent would look, if written in

the manner we suggest

:

Take
Oil of Cubebs,
Oil of Copaiva, of each, four fluidrachms.
Oil of turpentine, two flluidrachms.

Spirits of Nitric sether, six fluidrachms.

Mucilage of Acacia, four fluidounces.

Mix. Mark : One tablespoonful three times a day.

This momentous change, we have already

stated, was long ago made in France without

anything like the necessity for it that exists in

this country, where classical education is so

much neglected. There is, therefore, no good
reason why we should retain the old fashioned

nomenclatuie and method.

Let it be understood distinctly that we do
not urge individual physicians to make the

change. "We do urge it on the profession as a

body, and we hope they will take action as a

body, either through the medical societies, the

medical colleges, or the Pharmacopoeia and
Dispensatory.

ABOUT VACCINATION.
He assumes a grave responsibility who

shakes the public faith in what tends to the

preservation of health and life. Yet there are

those who pretend to be physicians, who,
solely out of opposition to legitimate medicine,

would recklessly shake the public faith in a

most important and life-saving practice. If

observation and experience ever taught man
anything, it has taught him the protective

power of vaccination over the most loathsome,
and one of the most fatal diseases that ever
afflicted the human race.

Yet there are persons, who from downright,

inexcusable ignorance, or from unworthy mo-
tives, are reckless or wicked enough to advance
puerile arguments against vaccination, and
newspapers, like the New York Tribune, in a
late issue, inconsiderate enough to give them
currency. Aside from a few not very well de-

fined cases in which vaiious diseases, particu-

larly of a dermoid character, have been
charged to the account of" impure matter "

—

the only trouble with vaccination, is that it is

not general, and that it is not always thoroughly

performed. Vaccination can only be made
general by statutory law. Law only recogni-

zes the educated physician—not the pretender.

Hinc illce lachrymce. Yet the effect on the

public of arguments against vaccination, be
they ever so shallow, is to make people care-

less and indifferent about, if not positively

opposed to, the use of a means of preventing

disfigurement and saving life compared to

which all other known means are scarcely

worthy of mention.

Quarantine in New York.

During the past summer the virtues of Quarantine

have been thoroughly tested at the port of New
York. Yellow fever, cholera, and small-pox have

struggled persistently for months to effect an en-

trance there and failed. All of them in their most

virulent form have been stopped at the lower Quar-

antine, and the sick transferred to the Hospital Ship.

We have heard of no cases in New York or its sub-

erbs.

In view of what has thus been accomplished

through the vigilance of our friend De. John Swin-

buene, Health officer of the city, and the soul of

the Metropolitan Board of Health, the thought just

flashed through our mind that he was the counter-

part of Cerberus—that animal of the three heads

who guarded the gates of hell ! Perhaps the thought

was natural enough in view of the fact that that city

is " the gate of hell" to many a poor soul, while

many others think that it is about as near that place

as they would care to get ! Seriously though, New
York cannot easily discharge her debt of obligations

to her very faithful and efficient Health Officer.

Never before has the mortality of that city been so

low as during the past year, and it seems to be stead-

ily diminishing.

Galveston Medical College.

The Board of Trustees of Soule University met in

Galveston, August 12th, and confirmed appoint-

ments in the Faculty of the Medical Department, as

follows :

—

J. H. Webb, M. D., President and Professor of

Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children.

Greensville Dowell, M. D., Professor of Surgery.

N. N. Allen, M. D., Professor of Physiology and
Medical Jurisprudence.

M. A. East, M. D., Professor of Theory and
Practice of Medicine.

H. Kilpatric, M. D., Professor of Anatomy.
J. D. Rankin, M. D., Professor of Materia Medica

and Therapeutics.

Leonidas Hudspeth, M. D., Professor of Chemis-

try.

J. D. Howell, M. D., Demonstrator of Anatomy.
C. H. Wilkerson, M. D., Prosector to Professor

of Surgery.

We trust this action will be satisfactory to the pro-

fession of the Southwest, and that the school will be

eminently successful. It has a wide and rapidly

growing field for its operations.
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THERAPEUTICAL BULLETIN.*
Compiled by Geo. H. Napheys, M. D.

Xo. 24.

This column will contain each week a collection of the
Recipes, remarkable for their novelty and elegance, now
in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by
them in recent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics,

and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly published
monographs and systematic treatises, and in the current
medical periodicals of this country and Europe. It will

include formulae for hypodermic injections, for inhala-
tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments,
lotions, collyria, etc,, etc.

This selection will be such that each prescription will
commend itself, both by its fntrinsic merits, and by the
authority of the name of the physician by whom origi-

nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest

and best approved therapeutical expressions of the pro-
fession—to afford a periscope of the remedial measures re-
sorted to by eminent living physicians.

It is proposed, hereafter, to classify these formula?, and
issue them in book form

Treatment of Scrofula.

Wildiam Aitkin, M. D., Edinburg, etc.

219. R. Olei morrhuae, fgjss.

Olei creasoti, gtt. iv.

Pulveris tragacanthae,

Pulveris acacise,

Sacchari albi,

Aquae anisi,

Take two tablespoonsful three times a day. This

is recommended as making a palatable mixture.

The creosote is said to render the stomach more tol-

erant of the remedy.

Besides cod-liver oil, other animal fats and oils,

where they can he taken and assimilated, are sure to

he followed with benefit. Hence milk, rich in fatty

matters, such as asses' milk, and milk drawn from

,

cows at a short interval after the greater part of their

milk has been withdrawn, are found to be followed

by improvement, where they are persevered in and

are assimilated. So, also, with cream and butter.

Dr. Bennett instances the partial success occasion-

ally of caviar, bacon, pork, mutton-chops and the

marrow of hones of oxen ; while Dr. Thompson
instances the good effects he has obtained from the

use of oil from the foot of the young heifer, (neat's

foot oil.)

But medicine is utterly powerless and useless, un-

less hygienic means are carried out to the uttermost.

They may be enumerated as follows

:

I. A constant supply of pure and fresh air for

respiration.

II. Active exercise in the open air. The risk is

in staying in the house and not in going out of it.

HI. It is important to secure for the patient a

* Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year

1869, by Geo. H. Napheys, M. D., in the Clerk's office of

the District Court for the Eastern District of Penn'a.

N. B This copyright is not intended to prevent medi-

cal journals publishing these articles, but only their being

issued in book form.

uniform, sheltered, temperate, and mild climate to

live in, with a temperature about 60° and a range

of not more than 10° or 15°
; where, also, the soil is

dry and the drinking-water pure and not hard.

IV. The dress of the scrofulous patient ought to be

J

of such a kind as to equalize and retain the temper-

ature of the body. Waterproof coats, boots, and
shoes are to be condemned. Flannel ought to be

invariably worn next the skin in all seasons.

Y. The hours of rest should extend from sunset

to sunrise.

VI. In-door or sedentary occupation should be

suspended; but out-door employment in the fresh

air, even in the midst of snow, has been and may
be advantageous.

VII. Cleanliness of body is a special point to "be

attended to.

VITI. Marriage of consumptive females, for the

sake of arresting the disease by pregnancy, is morally

wrong and physically mischievous.

IX. The medicinal treatment must be adapted to

the site of the local deposits and the general nataire

of the particular case.

J. M. Da Costa, M. D.
220. R. Olei morrhuse, fj ss.

For one dose ; to be taken three times a day in

carbonic acid water. Place in a tumbler a small

amount of any preferred syrup (orgeat or sarsaparilla

is the best adapted to disguise the taste of the oil)

and fill up with carbonic acid water, from a bottle

furnished with a syphon for table use
;
then, while it

is still foaming, put in a tablespoonful of the oil.

It is astonishing how perfectly the taste is concealed

in this manner. Other modes of taking the oil are

floating on ice water, in lemon juice, and in the froth

of porter. Less than a tablespoonful is not worth

taking. The best time for its administration is be-

tween meals, after the process of digestion is pretty

well finished. Persons are exceptionally met with

who take it in preference just before meals, and thus

avoid the disagreeable eructations. Nobody likes to

take it the instant after meals.

Dr. Felix von Niemeyee, Professor of Patholo-

gy and Therapeutics, Director of the Medical

Clinic of the University of Tubingen.

Cod-liver oil has a special and well-merited repu-

tation as a remedy against scrofula, and there are

plenty of instances where it has been of good ser-

vice. On the other hand, perhaps no remedy has

ever been so much abused as this one. Whoever

supposes that the mere presence of a thick nose, a

sore upper lip, or a bunch of enlarged cervical glands,

affords sufficient ground for the prescription of this

medicine, will often fail to benefit his patient, and

sometimes will do him harm. Daily experience

teaches, however, that such is the general belief, and

that he who seeks to combat it does not merely fight

a windmill. Let any one ask a patient whose scrof-

ula has outlasted his childhood, and who has passed
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again and again from one practitioner to another, 'who

often he has had cod-liver oil prescribed for him since

the time of its first failure during childhood ; how
many months or years he has taken it; and how
much the whole aggregate quantity would amount
to, and he will be surprised at the answer. Never-

theless, in all probability, the next physician whom
the patient consults will prescribe it again. A most

serviceable means of distinction between the cases

in which cod-liver oil is indicated and those in

which nothing is to be expected from it, is afforded

by the symptoms of the torpid and erethitic forms

of scrofula. When the patient's slender frame, the

lack of fat beneath his skin, and his accelerated

pulse warrant the belief that his nervous system is in a

state of over-activity, cod-liver oil is generally of the

most signal benefit. Under its use the plumpness of

the body increases, while the general susceptibility of

the system, and the diseases consequent upon it sub-

side. These are the cases to which this article owes

its name as an anti-scrofulous remedy. But if the

patient be clumsy and thick-set ; if the nose and up-

per hp be enlarged, and the adipose layer over the

rest of the body strongly developed ; if the action

of the heart be retarded rather than accelerated ; if

the irritability of the nervous system seem unusually

obtuse ; in short, should there be reason to suppose

that the waste of the system is diminished rather

than increased, we cannot hope to relieve the disease

by means of the oil. Nevertheless, it is precisely this

class of patients, who, in vain, have taken such

enormous quantities of it in the course of their

lives. Besides the oil, and as a corroborant of its

effects, so to speak, articles containing a little tannin,

such as parched acorns, " acorn coffee," and home-

made infusion of walnut leaves are very often pre-

scribed. Such a practice is greatly to be commended
whenever there is a chronic catarrh of the intestines,

embracing the digestion and the absorption of chyle

and where apprehensions are entertained that the oil

may aggravate the intestinal disorder. In order to

make children take the acorn coffee as willingly as

real coffee, it is sufficient to add a few coffee beans

to the acorns before roasting them.

Thomas Hawkes Tanneb, M. D., F. L. S. etc.

221. R. Ferri iodidi, gr. vj.-xviij.

Glycerini, fspj.

Infusi columbas, q. s. ad. f§ vj. M.

Two tablespoonsful three times a day. In stru-

mous ulcers, etc., where the stomach will not tol-

erate cod-liver oil

:

222. &. Ammonii iodidi, gr. j-vj.

Infusi cinchonse fiavse, f^ss..

For one dose, to be taken twice or thrice daily, be-

fore food. Very valuable in strumous enlargement

of the absorbent glands. The dose is to be gradu-

ated according to the patient's age. At the time the

medicine is given internally, the following ointment

should be rubbed into the swellings night an 1 morn-
ing :

223. R. Ammonii iodidi, 2j.

Adipis, M.

Another New Hospital in New York.
It will be remembered that some two or three

years since a Mr. Roosevelt left a large amount of

money for the purpose of establishing a Hospital in

New York, to be conducted under the auspices of

the Presbyterian church.

We are glad to announce that work upon it has

at last been commenced. The fund for the Hospital

in the hands of the Trustees now amounts to nearly

one million of dollars. When completed, the hos-

pital will consist of seven buildings, the corner-stone

of the first of which will be laid in about a week.

The location of the hospital is to be on the block

bounded by Ninth and Tenth avenues, and Fifty-

eighth and Fifty-ninth streets. The building now
contracted for, and in course of construction, is lo-

cated two hundred and eighty-one feet west from

Ninth avenue. It will be of brick, consists of three

stories and a basement, and cover a space of fifty-six

by one hundred and seventy feet. Its estimated

cost is one hundred and eighty-one thousand dol-

lars. Mr. Carl Pfeiffer, who designed the new Ger-

man Hospital, is the architect.

Medical Education.

The following authentic copy of an official docu-

ment has been sent us from one of the counties of

this State. We recommend it as a model form

:

Post Mortem
day of July, 1869.

Alexander Montgomery, deceased ; found upper
portion of Oss Frontalis lacerated and entirely Anti-
Anastimose, also the Ossa Parietals for half way back
toward the Oss Occipital Anti Anastimose, the entire

wound being immediately along the coronal suture

;

from internal examination found buried deep in the
Cerebrum two pieces of Stone which I removed
therefrom.

, M. D.
The whole of the above I certify to being true and
correct.

The Prussian Students.—It would appear
that the students of the various faculties are either

much oppressed or are somewhat unruly. They
have protested against interference on the part of

the authorities and the police, and claim the rights

of forming a fund for students of limited means, the

right of meeting, &c. The protesting document is

couched in the most energetic language.

It is proposed to erect a monument to the

memory of Dr. McGugin of Keokuk, Iowa. This

will be a token of proper respect to a worthy ma

i
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Wine Bones in the Cranium.

On page 41 of tbe Repoktek of July 10, 1869, is

a short article under this heading. A correspondent

calls our attention to the following extract from the

work on Peruvian Antiquities, by Rivero and Yon
Tschudi:

" In conclusion, it may be proper to notice an os-

teologic anomaly, very interesting, which is observed

of all the three races, (viz : Yanyos, Chincbas, and

Aymaraes,) and it is this : that those children of ten-

der years, in the first months after their birth, pre-

sent an interparietal bone (os interparietale,) perfectly

distinct ; a bone which, as its name indicates, will

be found placed between the two parietals, and hav-

ing a form more or less triangular, whose sharpest

angle is above, and is bounded by the posterior edges

of the parietal bones, while its base attaches itself to

the occipital bone, by a suture which runs, from the

angle of union of the temporal with the occipital

bone, a little above the upper semicircular line, to

the similar angle on the opposite side. \

"It follows that this interparietal bone occupies pre-

cisely that part of the occiput which in the other

crania is occupied by the upper portion of the occip-

ital, and which is connected with the parietals by the

lambdoidal suture. At four or five months this bone

is regularly united to the occipital, and the union

begins at the middle of the suture, and advances by

little and little toward both sides
;
although even af-

ter a year it is not found completely effected, but in

the middle only ; a furrow shows the trace of the

suture ; this furrow is not obliterated even at the

most advanced age, and may be easily recognized in

all the crania of all these races."

Smoke and Bain Drops.

The report of the English Inspectors appointed to

investigate the various causes of the contamination

of the atmosphere in the manufacturing towns of

Great Britain, furnishes most valuable additions to

knowledge on the subject of the ingredients of the

" smoke " caused by the consumption of coal. In
London a funereal hue is imparted to the statues of

public men, the exteriors of churches and houses,

the trees, the birds and the clothing worn by the in-

habitants, and in other parts of England the smoke
nuisance is almost as intolerable. The "blacks,"

however, are not the only subjects of complaint, for

in some districts the smoke arising from coal stro ng-
ly impregnated with sulphur, condenses into an acid

rain which kills the vegetation and is exceeding dele-

terious to the health of man and animals. The
chemist employed by the inspectors under th e Eng-
lish "Alkali" act, has acquired such skill in his in-

vestigations that he can classify smoke in the clearest

and most definite manner, and can dissect or dissolve

it into its primitive ingredients. In the same way
this skilful chemist has been enabled to analyze the

rain drops, and to ascertain how much acid, how

much soot and how much salt from the sea they

contain. The rain which falls around certain large

towns has been examined, and large diagrams of

the drops have been prepared, in which the most

curious crystal pictures are delineated. The drop

of Manchester rain resembles the splintering and

slurring of a large block of ice in which slabs of

stone areincrusted; London rain resembles branch-

es of a large tree deprived of its leaves, and the

Newcastle rain appears to contain blocks of coal.

These investigations are very minute, and " spores,"

the fifty thousandth part of an inch in diameter,

have been detected and enumerated.

The Bace.
The Harvard and Oxford Boat Race is the subject

of an editorial in the London Lancet. That journal

states that if the diet-scale of the Harvard crew had

been really such as was reported, the physical pow-

ers and the health of the Americans would have been

seriously affected. On inquiry it appears that the

Harvard men, while training, were allowed plenty

of meat, with milk, rice, vegetables and fruit, and

that their dietary differed from that of their oppo-

nents in the matter of beer. The Americans used

no beer, wine or spirits. The Lancet says that it

cannot express an opinion on the influence of the

rowing or steering of the two boats, or on the effect

of the want ofexperience in the Hf rvard men of the

currents of the Thames, but that the difference in

diet had clearly no effect on the result, and concludes

as follows :
" The crews were well matched, the

race was most severely contested, and it is evident

that the Oxonians had to put forth their full powers

to make the victory theirs."

Weights and Measures.
The metrical standard of weights and measures,

according to a recent report to the Emperor Napo-

leon IH, from the Minister of Agriculture and Com-
merce, is gaining ground in every country, and has

been officially adopted by Belgium, Holland, Italy,

the Papal States, Spain, Portugal, Greece, Mexico,

Brazil, Chile, New Granada, and the republics of

South America. An English commission, too, has

declared in favor of its introduction into Great

Britain. The minister proposes that a commission

should be appointed for the purpose of delivering to

foreign countries metrical standards which may
serve to render the system general.

"We shall be glad to see it adopted in this country,

and especially in the drug trade and the writing of

prescriptions. Exact science in all its branches has

recognized the superiority everywhere.

Subcutaneous Condyloma.
According to Dr. Tiesse, the so-called subcuta-

neous condyloma is a monstrous hypertrophy of

the cellular portion of the follicle.
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Fruit and Diarrhoea,

Dr. Edwin M. Snow, in his last monthly report,

repeats his assertion that fruit is innocuous. He
'says : We referred in the report for July, to the use

of fruit and vegetables as beneficial to the public

health. Perhaps a majority of the people have been

afraid to let their children, particularly from 3 to 15

years of age, eat freely of fruit in the month of

August. But during the past month fruit of all

kinds has been extremely abundant, and has been

eaten m»re generally than in past years. And yet

during the whole month, there was not a single

death of a child between 2 and 15 years of age in

Providence, from any one of the summer complaints.

Prescribing Across the Counter.

Recently in Hoboken, an infant being ill, the pa-

rents, instead of consulting a physician, went to an

apothecary, who feeling himself equal to the emer-

gency, prescribed some pills containing opium.

Besult.—Death of the infant; a coroner's jury; a

post mortem and a verdict in accordance with the

facts developed, and censuring the drug clerk who
prescribed, and the parents who administered the

medicine for their carelessness. Warrants were ie-

sued for the arrest of the parties. And what will it

all amount to? Bail—own recognisances—case

never called—drug clerk continues prescribing across

tihe counter

—

hut all his "cases" are not investigated

in even this loose manner

!

Intermarriage of Eelations.

The Journal of the Gynaecological Society of Bos-

ton criticizes with justice and with severity the ab-

surd action of the New Hampshire Legislating in

prohibiting on and after the 24th of December, 1869,

the marriage of first cousins. This narrowminded,

short-sighted, meddling in private affairs on the sug-

gestion of uncertain and deceptive statistics will

bring the State and the physicians who advise the

State into discredit. It is very far from proven that

intermarriages of near relatives, per se, has any bad

effect. For ourselves we are convinced that it has

none whatever, and may have most excellent results.

Who is responsible for this step backward in.State

medicine ?

Who is He ?

A morning paper of this city gives a long editorial

to the sale of diplomas of Doctor of Medicine by some

college in tbis city. No college is specified, and in

the eyes of those ignorant of facts, the reputation of

all suffers. Now we call upon our cotemporary, if

he has any decent regard for the public welfare, the

reputation of the city as a centre of medical learning,

and its own veracity, to state of which medical

school it fcnows anything to justify these charges.

Out with it.

Statistics of Acquired and Hereditary Syphilis.

Mr. B. Squire furnishes the June numbers of the

British Medical Journal with the statistics of Syph-

ilis, occurring amongst a thousand consecutive eases

of skin disease presented by dispensary patients. Of
the 1000 cases, 43 were diagnosed as Syphilitic ; 38

being of acquired origin, and 5, congenital. Thus,

we have a proportion of 1 in 23 of syphilitic origin

(viz., 4.3 per cent.) ; of which, 1 in 26 (viz., 3.8 per

cent.) were in connection with acquired, and 1 in

200 (viz., .5 per cent.) with inherited disease.

Of the 5 congenital cases, the youngest was 2

months, and the eldest 18 months old ; 4 out of the

5 were under 8 months of age.

Of the 38 cases of acquired syphilis, the youngest

was 17 years old, the eldest 54 years old. Of these

cases, there were 8 between the ages of IT and 25

years ; 17 between the ages of 25 and 35 years ; 10

between the ages of 3d and 45 years ; and 3 above

the age of 45 years.

Canadian Medical Association.

The Canadian Medical Association met in conven-

tion in Toronto, on the 8th. A large number of

delegates from all parts of the Dominion, also from

American Medical Associations, were present. Hon.

O. Tupper delivered the annual address.

The following distinguished gentlemen were elect-

ed honorary members : Dr. N. S. Davis, of Chicago;

Joseph K. Barnes, Surgeon-General United States

Army ; Samuel D. Gross, of Philadelphia, and Char-

les A. Lee, of Buffalo.

Dr. Store* on 5t Pocketing the Pedicle,"

Those who read up current gynaecological literature

will be aware that the originality of Dr. Storer's

operation which he calls "pocketing the pedicle," has

been denied.

He defends his claim to being its author in the last

number of the Jour, of the Gyn. Soc. and after

hearing both sides, so far as the discussion has gone,

he undoubtedly makes good his claim.

Naval Hospitals.

The Peace Congress of Geneva has suggested that

in all actions at sea there should be certain ships de-

voted to the accommc lation of the wounded, which,

carrying a peculiar flag, should be exempted from

fire—as are hospitals on shore.

De. Pliny M. Ceume died at the residence

of his son, near Wabash, Indiana, recently, at the age

of sixty-six years. Most of his life was passed in Eaton,

Preble county, Ohio. He was for years a leading

member of the State Medical Society, and for eight

years Professor in the Ohio Medical College, and in

the Cincinnati College of Medicine and Surgery.
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Correspondence.

FOREIGN.

Paris, Aug. 25, 1869.

Hospitals.

Ed. of Med. and Sueg. Rep.:

There are three classes of civil hospitals in Paris.

1. General, for general complaints. Hotel Dieu the

largest of this class. 2. Special hospitals. 3. Hos-

pices or Alms Houses. More than 40 millions of

francs have heen expended in past 30 years upon

these hospitals. Total number of beds now is 19,-

600. All public places of amusement pay a tax of 8

per cent on receipts for support of hospitals and a

heavy tax is also levied on every piece ot ground,

purchased in the cemeteries. Medical students by

the thousand still flock here, attracted partly by the

past reputation of Paris as an educator, although she

has iost much of her former fame, partly because

living and instruction are cheap here, and no doubt

partly because neither father, priest or laymen here

thinks it at all amiss, for a medical student to have a

furnished room, and to contraction good terms, with

a pretty girl of 16 or older, to be housekeeper and

mistress for him during his college course. Christian

curtation must blush at this statement, but it is true.

Many of the great men have died within the last

five years, and those of their compeers, Nelaton,

Ricord, Paul Dubois and others who added lustre

to the schools of the French Capital, are so old that

neither of them does much teaching now. Ricord

does an enormous and profitable private and con-

sultation practice, but does not lecture at all. It

was my pleasure to call upon him by personal invi-

tation. He received me with great courtesy—speaks

English fluently, (rasided in Baltimore, U. S. A.,

when a youth.) He still holds to the non-contage-

ousness of secondary syphilis, although in a very

modified sense from what I had conceived as to his

views—and prescribes mercury and iodide potassa as

formerly, with iron and generous diet in advanced

conditions of disease. He did not seem at all dis

pleased at my mention of his clear and more com-

prehensive description of the Hunterian chancre

than even that by the great master, Hunter himself.

He recognizes the Eicordian chancre. Nelaton
stands here at the top of surgery. Much renown

was added to his already proud distinction with the

French by the simple operation by which he, a few

years ago, relieved Garibaldi of a minnie ball in the

foot, after Mr. Spencer Wells, in council with the

Italian Surgeon, had failed. He attempted crushing

a stone for Marshal Xiel, the Emperor's Secretary of

War a few months ago, and is said to have succeed-

ed ; but rumor in medical circles here says the in-

strument broke in the bladder, and that possibly

injuries were sustained thereby. At any rate the

patient died about four to six weeks after the opera-

tion—several stones being found on post mortem in

the bladder.

Maisoneuve is the leading man of the older

stamp, who still lectures and walks the hospital

wards. He is at Hotel Dieu. Operates with cool-

ness and care, and lectures so clearly and well, that

although the spoken French is not very familiar to

me, still I could understand him quite well. He
uses his favorite caustic arrows to a great extent.

They are made of wheat flour and chloride of zinc.

He makes incisions into the part to be acted upon
and thrusts them in. I saw him employ them thus

in a case of cancer of the womb, also cancer of the

lower eyelid. In neither case do I suppose any good
will follow. Surgery in Paris and especially at Ho-
tel Dieu has become pre-eminently conservative

;

caustics are employed wherever by so doing the

knife can be dispensed with. Nor do I wonder, for

the mortality after operations with the knife is great.

Owing, I have no doubt, to bad ventilation, and to

the generally unfavorable atmospheric condition of

this climate for surgical success. Out of 4 cases of

amputations which I noticed in the surgical wards,

3 were suffering of phlegmon. The new building

which is rapidly under construction, and will be

when completed one of the largest and best appoint-

ed in the world, may obviate some of the difficulties

which defeat success in the old.

Chomel, Corvisart, Bouchut, Moissenet,

Duprez, Chassaignac, and others of considerable

note, I must leave for another letter, as this one

must close. At the Hospital Lourcine, for female

syphilitic patients exclusively, 2000 are annually

treated—mortality 1 in 27. Here the non-mercurial

treatment is carried to a greater extent than any-

where in France, and strange to say under the di-

rection of Drs. Goupil and M. M. Yeeneuil ; the

latter a former pupil of Ricord.
Beamy.

DOMESTIC.

Intestinal Obstructions.

Editors of Med. and Surg. Reporter :

I send you the following notes of a fatal case of

intestinal obstruction and enteritis from supposed

chronic disease of the rectum and colon :

The patient, M. A. Wilson, Millwood, Mason Co.,

Kentucky, aged 23 years, small size, pale and ca-

chectic, had acute rheumatism eleven years ago, with

heart symptoms, for which she has been treated

since, according to accounts of herself and friends.

Married three years, had but one child, now over two

years of age, since the birth of which she has never

menstruated. Child weaned eight months ago.

Moved her from West Virginia about one year since.

Has been suffering from external hemorrhoids, ever

since she has lived here, with discharges of blood and
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pus from the rectum, indicating severe internal

hernmorrhoids, or some more serious disease of the

lower bowel. As she would never consent to an ex-

amination per rectum or vaginam, I had only pre-

scribed for her upon the representations of her case

by her husband. Was called to prescribe July 17th

1869, for unusual constipation, and sent her six

compound cathartic pills, which were given in two

«Loses, and failing to operate, prescribed on the morn-

ing of the 18th, Oi. ricini, ^j., 01. terebinth, gj., which

was followed by a small fecal discharge. 19th, re-

peated the dose of oil and turpentine three times

without effect
; gave Croton oil, gtt. iv. in pil. No. iv

one every hour, the two last pills being rejected,

without any evacuation of the bowels, and being no-

tified, visited her for the first time. An examination

of the abdomen, revealed some distension, no tumor
or signs of hernia, except an unusual depressed or

sunken appearance in the region of the ligimoid flex-

ure, the anus surrounded with external hemmor-

rboids, and the rectum so firmly constricted as to

prevent a digital examination
;

failmg to produce

complete anaesthesia, with fgij chloroform, which

was all I had, I abandoned the attempt to examine

the rectum in this way. A vaginal examination

found the womb in normal position, but through the

vaginal walls as high as could be reached, the rectum

appeared to be in an excessively hardened and

swollen condition, so much as to convey the im-

pression at first that it was loaded with impacted

feces. As the distension was increasing, and the

stomach was becoming irritable, gave calomel grs.

iij, opium gr. i, every six hours, with warm hip baths

and injections of warm soap suds into the rectum]

July 20th, no evacuations from bowel, mine high

colored, but still pretty freely secreted, pulse 9S; the

calomel prescribed on the previous day, was discon-

tinued at night on account of slight ptyalism, and the

opium continued. From this date until the 31st, the

secretion of urine gradually diminished, the pain and

distension of the abdomen increased with fever, thirst,

vomiting up nearly everything swallowed, pulse run-

ning up to 140, with every symptom of intense ente-

ritis. Occasional injections of linseed oil, beef tea
?

chicken water, through a gum tube or bougie 14

inches long, none of which would be returned with-

out drawing through the tube. On the evening of

July 31st, the injection drawn through the tube

brought away considerable bloody feted pus and

for the first time since the 18th, a quantity of fees.]

matter, which we continued to draw off at intervals of

six or eight hours. On the morning of August 3rd,

she had an evacuation of the bowels without as-

sistance. Less irritation of the stomach, so that she

was enabled to take small quantities of liquid food.

No urine. Failing to draw more than f^j. with ca-

theter. Pulse 140. Continued opium with wine at

intervals, fomentations over bowels. Oil turpentine

externally, and in small doses internally. August

4th.—Gave tinct. aconite gtt. v., every four hours.

Two evacuations from bowels with tube. Better

secretion of urine. Wine continued. Pulse 126 at

6. p. m. August 5th, 9 A. m.—Pulse 120. The
turpentine being offensive to the stomach, prescribed

copaiva and nitre dulc. A small teaspoonful three

times a day, which she seemed to prefer. Nine p.

m.—Pulse 110. More urine secreted. Aconite dis-

continued for fear of prostration. Wine and opium
continued. During the 6th, 7th, and 8th, the pulse

varied from 112 to 120. There was some desire for

food. The wine and opium was continued, and the

bowels moved with tube about twice each day.

Still scant secretion of mine or no improvement in

that respect. After the 5th the distension of the

abdomen seemed much reduced. Small quantities

of liquid nourishment allowed at intervals. During

the last few days Drs. J. N. Peoctoe, of Elizaville,

Kentucky; C. C. Peoctoe, Mt. Carmel, Kentucky;

and Dr. G. K. T. Claek, of Yellow Springs, Ohio,

kindly visited the patient with me at different times.

August 9th.—Pulse again 140. Failing rapidly.

Abdomen again swelling with great distension of

colon to about sigmoid flexure. August 10th, 6

A. M.—Sinking. Died at 12 M.
As a post-mortem examination was not allowed,

an accurate knowledge of the cause of the attack

was impossible. That it was in the lower bowels

is pretty evident from the fact of there being no

stercoraceous vomiting, the secretion of urine con-

tinuing until so late a period, and also that tumors

could be discovered in passing the bougie about four

or five inches above the sphincter, and that there was

some obstruction about the junction of the rectum

and sigmoid flexure, as the injections passed through

this did not return as they would when merely

thrown up with an ordinary syringe, and also that

there was always a marked depression about the

sigmoid flexure, below which there was no disten-

sion. The peculiar cachetic appearance of the pa-

tient, and the excessive hard and scirrhus like fee.

of the rectum through the vaginal walls, would

suggest cancer. Perhaps the attack of rheumatism

years before, and the heart suffering at that time,

and since, (although these symptoms were obscure,)

and the consequent derangement of the circulation

producing long continued plethora and congestion

of the portal system, originated the disease which

terminated her life.

Abraham: Cook, M. D.

Millwood, Mason Co., Aug. 30, 1869.

Mania-a-potu.
Eds. Medical and Surgical Repoetee :

In your valuable journal of April 17th, vol. XX.,

I see stated as an interesting fact by Dr. Hemey
Yale Smith, that he has never seen a single case

of mania-a-potu in the negro race. I can add to

that fact, that I have never seen a case of deliriiun
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tremens in the Indian race, in twelve years' prac-

tice of medicine in this country (Mexico), where

three-fourths or more of the entire inhabitants are

Indians, and who are very much given to drink

with excess, and drink the very worst of liquors.

This is a fact that had attracted my attention very

forcibly, as I have met frequently with cases in

other races of people. These two important facts

have very naturally suggested to my mind the ques-

tion : Is only the European race subject to this

very repugnant disease '?

Adolfo Atjtry, M. D.

Papantla, Mexico, June 22,

News and Miscellany.

A New Lunatic Hospital.

The ceremony of laying the comer-stone of the

new State Lunatic Hospital, at Danville, Pa., was

performed Aug. 26. The location was selected by

the Commissioners, Drs. Curwen, Keed and Green,

after a tour of inspection extending through three

weeks, and was approved in conformity to law by

the Governor. The site chosen is a most delightful

one, occupying a high plateau, surrounded, at con-

siderable distances, by hills, and enclosing a land-

scape of singular beauty.

Danville is a town of about 10,000 inhabitants

and a very eligible spot.

The milk in New York, according to the iu

vestigatlons of the Board of Health of that city, come

from the wholesale dealer in nearly every instance

in an adulterated condition, and is further largely

adulterated before it passes into the 'hands o f indi-

vidual consumers. Standard milk, it is stated, should

contain 87 to 89 parts of fluid, and 13 to 11 parts of

solid substances ; but in many instances in New
York the water was as high as 93 parts.

A disease called paddma is reported to be

fast destroying the cattle of the Soonderbuns, India.

It has appeared in an epidemic form, and its victims

invariably fall off and die in the course of two or

three days. This epidemic is said not to differ much
from the epizootic, or cattle disease of 1864. It is

called by the natives pachima, or piischima, probably

because they suppose it to come from the west. Mr.

Rainey, in bringing the matter to the notice of the

Agricultural and Horticultural Society of India, at a

recent meeting in Calcutta, suggested that the Govern-

ment should cause a simple manual in Bengalee, on
the subject of cattle diseases, to be prepared for

distribution among the people. Such a work would

be of the greatest utility.

De. Thos. Russell Crosby has been ap-

pointed Professor of Animal and Vegetable Physi-

ology in Dartmouth College, New Hampshire.

De. Monroe G. Tewksbeey, an old and

highly respected physician of Manchester, New
Hampshire, died on September 2d. His age was 51

years. He graduated at the Medical school in

Woodstock, Vermont.

Suegeon Denby has been detached from the

Jamestown and Passed Assistant Surgeon White

from the Ashuelot. Both are placed on waiting or-

ders. Assistant Surgeon A. A. Hoehling has been

detached from the receiving ship Portsmouth, and is

on waiting orders.

Mary H. Stinson, M. D., of Norristown, Pa.,

a graduate of the Woman's Medical College of Penn-

sylvania, has been appointed Assistant Physician in

the woman's department of the Massachusetts State

Lunatic Hospital, at Worcester, Mass.

It is said that the Medical Faculty of Paris

have recently conferred the degree of doctor of medi-

cine upon three ladies—a French woman, a Russian

and an American.

The wife of the Rev. Van Ness Traver, of

Hyde Park, New York, has presented him with

three children at a birth. There is little danger at

that rate of the tribe of Levi becoming extinct

!

[Notices inserted in this column gratis, and are solicited

from all parts of the country ; Obitua) y Notices and Resolu-
tions of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to a line.'}

MARRIED.

Hudson—McGill—September 15, at the South Com-
mon M. E. Church, Allegheny, by the Rev. J. F. Jones,
Dr. Adrian Hudson, United States Nary, and Margaret
M., youngest daughter of the late John McGill.

Llnde—Mayers—In Fort Smith, Ark., August 20th, in
St. John's Church, by the Rev. John Sandels, Dr. Theo.
F. Linde and Miss Lizzie Mayers, daughter of Dr. T. M.
Mayers, all of that city.

McGeorge—Pullen—At the residence of the bride's
mother, Hightstown, N. J., Sept. 15th, by the Rev. G. H.
Vilbert, of Rockport, Mass., Wallace McGeorge, M. D.,
and Anna F., youngest daughter of the late Hon. Isaac
Pullen, both of Hightstown, N. J.

DIED.

Bostwick—In Brooklyn, N. Y., suddenly, Sept. 16,
Caroline M., wife of Oliver N. Bostwick, and daughter of
the late Bradley Parker, M. D., in the 38th year of her
age.

METEOROLOGY.

SEPT. 6, 7, 8, 9, ,

lO, 11, 12,

Wind

Weather,
j

DepthRain

S.E.
Clear
sh'wr

2-10

S.E.
Cl'dy
rain

1-10

S. E.
Cl'dy
sh'wr

1-10

N. W. N. W.
Clear Clear

sh'wr

1-10

N. W.
Clear

In.w.
Clear

Tftermom....
Minimum..
At 8, A M.
At 12. M...
At 3, P. M.

58
67
82
82
72.25

60
75
82
82
74.75

69°
71
78
79
74.25

55° 54°

67 62
72 70
74 71
67. 64.25

50
C3°
71
70
63.50

52
65°
75
73
66.25

Barometer.. \ 30.2

At 12, M...J
30.2 29.8 30. 30.1 30.1 30.1

Germantown, Pa. B. J. Leedom.
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Communications. '

UNUNITED FRACTURE OF THIGH—
OPERATION—SUBSEQUENT AMPU-
TATION—RECOVERY.

Reported by Dr. W. F. Peck,

Of Davenport, Iowa,

To the Iowa State Medical Society.

John Henry First, aged 50, by birth a Ger-

man
;
occupation, miller. In 1867, Nov. 29,

while engaged in his ordinary employment, an

accident happened to the engine, which re-

sulted in throwing the running stone from its

position, breaking it into a number of frag-

ments, one of which produced a comminuted
fracture of his right leg, about three inches

above the ankle-joint. At the same time he

received an oblique fracture of the left femur,

at the commencement of the middle with the

upper third. He immediately received atten-

tion, the leg being placed in a fracture box,

and subsequently treated with splints. The
femur was treated with extension and counter-

extension. For the counter-extension a band

was passed around the upper third of the

femur and fastened to the bed post. Thirty-

one weeks after the accident he came to Da-

venport, when, upon examination, it was found

that he was suffering from an ununited frac-

ture of the femur. An operation, for uniting

the divided extremities of bone, was advised

by Drs. Maxwell and Peck. And accordingly

on June 5th, 1868, with the assistance of the

following gentlemen—Drs. Maxwell, Funs en,

Meerbourg, Hosford, of Davenport, and Drs.

Plummer and Truesdale, of Rock Island, 111.,

I proceeded to operate by making an incision

on the outer side of the thigh, extending from
the trochanter major down to the upper border

of the external condyle. Having exposed the

bone it was with considerable difficulty that

the ends of bone could be brought into con-

tact, owing to the " semi-organized effusion "

which surrounded the seat of " non-union. 99

The upper fragment passed on the outside and
over-lapped the lower bone. A chain saw
could not be passed around, but after much
labor with a trephining elevator, a separation

was effected, and the ends brought out and re-

moved, creating a new oblique fracture, not
unlike the original. A hole was drilled through
from above downward, through which a piece

of annealed wire was passed and the bones

secured in close proximity. The external

wound was closed with sutures, twelve in num-
ber, and the entire limb placed in a sole-leather

apparatus made for the case. It extended

from the sole of the foot—which it included

—

up to the crest of the ilium; a piece large

enough to expose the wound being removed
and the whole brought together on the front

part of the limb with straps. The case pro-

gressed well with the exception of some excor-

iation at the heel, and some swelling in the

vicinity of the knee-joint, both of which passed

away, and on September 19th, 1868, he was
discharged from treatment with perfect union,

and returned to his home near Muscatine,

Iowa.

I received a letter from him January 5th,

1869, telling me that he had some difficulty

with his ankle and knee. I requested him to

come to Davenport, which he did, when I found

that in November he had received a fall and

injured his ankle and knee, for which he re-

ceived surgical treatment in Muscatine. The
injury resulted in synovitis of both knee and

ankle joints, so that when he came to me he

had anchylosis of both ankle and knee. I ad-

vised an amputation of the thigh as the only

resort. A consultation with several other sur-

269
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geons also recommended amputation, which

was performed at the lower third, January 19,

1869. The bone at the point of the amputa-

tion showed abundant evidence of osteo myo-
litis, which extended into the bone not re-

moved. The patella was firmly adhere nt to the

femur by the strongest kind of fibrous bands.

So strong were they that it was scarcely evi-

dent that even great pressure produced even the

slightest motion. The amputation was circu-

lar and the stump left open. No ill conse-

quences followed, and, what was particularly

remarkable, no pain was experienced after the

operation. In five weeks he was walking

around on crutches, and eight weeks after the

operation he was discharged cured. The an-

aesthetic employed was ether in both opera-

tions. The first operation consumed one hour,

the second some fifteen minutes.

He now has a good stump for an artificial

leg. Had the first operation not been per-

formed he could not have worn an artificial

leg to much advantage.

SYPHILITIC INSANITY.

By J. W. Hadlock, M. D.,

Of Cincinnati, O.

That the internal organs often become the

seat of syphilitic affections, of the gravest char-

acter, is, I believe, no longer seriously doubt-

ed. If those who are still disposed to be scep-

tical on this point will read the paper of Dr.

Wilks on " Syphilitic Affections of the Inter-

nal Organs," in vol. Ninth, Third Series, of

Guy's Hospital Reports, and study the cases

he there gives in detail, they will have their

scepticism in a great measure, if not entirely,

removed, concerning the ravages of syphilis

on every tissue of the body. I myself was in

attendance upon a post mortem, conducted by
Professor W. W. Dawson, of this city, where
the liver, as well as the glandular system gen-

erally, was the seat of very extensive syphil-

itic disease. And in the Reporter for Aug.
7th, I notice a case reported where the disease

attacked the brain, producing insanity and ul-

timately death of patient. A similar case I

have to report.

While engaged in practice at Idaho city, I.

T., in May, 1865, Samuel T., aged about thirty

years, of good constitution, came to my office

to be treated for chancre, situated on the pre-

puce. The chancre was large and irritable.

He otherwise was in good health and in good
spirits. In fact he was remarkable for his

genial, lively disposition ; a patient to whom
a physician would become attached for his so-

cial qualities, and for that reason we gave him
more than ordinary attention. But ail to no
avail, as the sequel will show.

Mercury was given as constitutional treat-

ment, while locally we used Monsel's salts, as

a cautery, ordering a poultice of elm bark at

night, and a dose of opium to produce rest.

After a few weeks the chancre healed and
disappeared entirely, without leaving any un-

pleasant symptoms, save a slightly debilitated

condition of the patient ; a debility hard to de-

fine, yet of such a peculiar character that his

usually lively and jovi? 1
.
disposition gave way

to a kind of low melancholy.

By the middle of July his health had again

become quite good, (not, however, reaching

the usual standard which it attained previous

to his infection,) and having urgent business

thirty or forty miles away, concluded to make
the trip on horse back, returning in about a

fortnight with the worst case of irritis that I

ever saw. My first anxious inquiry was—" Can
I save the eye ?

"

I began the use of mercury, internally, at

once ; bathed the eye with a solution of extract

ofbeladonna, applied cups freely to the tem-

ples, and drew blisters behind the ears; gave

opiurn at night to allay pain, which was now
excessive. In a few days the attack began

yielding to the treatment, and after a reason-

able time the eye cleared up and I congratu-

lated myself that it was saved.

The following mixture was now ordered to

be taken three times daily, in drachm doses

;

the quantity to be gradually increased until

two drachms were taken at one dose

:

R. Hydg. bi-chloride., grs. ij.

iDdide of potassium, gij.

Syrup, sarsap. comp., gvj.

The above was given for ten days or two

weeks, when, finding him growing so weak and
debilitated, I changed the treatment to tonics

and stimulants with the hope of building up

his shattered health, which had now become

bad in the extreme. Digestion poor. Bowels

constipated. Much emaciated. Melancholic

to a marked degree, and complaining of a se-

vere pain " shooting " through the head. Had
a wild, vacant stare, and when alone was al-

most constantly mumbling to himself—when
spoken to would hesitate about answering, but

after apparently deliberating or debating in

his own mind whether to answer or not, all

this time giving you a painfully vacant stare,
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he would answer intelligently, and keep him
talking, especially concerning his business,

one would become impressed with the idea

that nothing serious was the matter. But

cease talking to him and he would lapse into

a deep melancholic state, from which it was

with difficulty he could be aroused.

He never called for anything to eat. In that

respect he had to be looked after as much as

a child ; the same in regard to the calls of

nature.

Partial paralysis now supervened, so that he

was fast losing the use of one side
,
including

the upper and
;

lower extremity, and he daily

grew more loud in his mutterings and grumb-

lings.

As I could see no hope for his recovery

there, I informed his friends that they had

better take charge of his business, settle it up

and take him to San Francisco, California, as

possibly the change to that genial climate,

with better facilities for treatment in some of

the hospitals of that delightful city, might be

beneficial to him. They carried out my sug-

gestion, and accordingly left Idaho City about

the 1st of October, arriving at San Francisco

safely, where the patient lingered some weeks

and died with total paralysis of both lower

extremities, and himself perfectly insane. I

am not aware that any post mortem was had,

and do not know the condition of the brain at

the time of death. There is no doubt in my
mind that the brain was greatly 'affected, as

the symptoms indicated. Why the violent

pain in the head, at times almost unbearable,

the vacant look, low delirium, all followed by
paralysis, if the great nervous centre was not

the seat of extensive lesion ? And from what

other cause came all this, but from syphilis

first attacking the penis in form of a chancre ?

Hospital Ships in Naval Actions.

The Peace Congress of Geneva has suggested that

in all naval actions there should be certain ships de-

voted to the accommodation of the wounded, which,

carrying a peculiar flag, should be exempted from

fire, as are hospitals on shore. One of the difficulties

of the project is to decide whether these ships should

be in readiness to succor sinking crews, events

which, in days of iron-clad encounters, will naturally

be of more frequent occurrence than heretofore ; or

should they merely be stationed sufficiently near the

action to afford hospital aid when wanted. The
Berlin Congress have proposed that an international

flag—a red cross on a yellow field—be adopted when-
ever succor is needed by a ship of any nation, and

that assistance should be obligatory when asked for.

Medical Societies.

CINCINNATI ACADEMY OF MEDI-
CINE.

Reported by Dr. Hadlock.

TRACHEOTOMY.
Professor Dauson presented the following case :

—

Gentlemen, I have here a pathological specimen of

the larynx and trachea of a little boy (case of Dr.

Little's, of this city,) who had on the 2nd of August

the ordinary symptoms of croup, and treated in the

usual way, emetics, etc. On the morning of the

3rd the symptoms were more severe, and the emetic

was repeated. But toward evening the symptoms
were of the gravest character. The face was swollen

and livid, the eyes congested, widely opened and

staring. Every muscle of the body was commotion

in the efforts of the little sufferer to get more air

into the lungs. At this juncture I opened the wind-

pipe, and such was the relief, that in half a minute

the patient lay as calm and quiet,as a child of perfect

health. All the bad symptoms at once disappeared,

and he remained in this promising condition for

fifty-two hours, when all the worst symptoms of

croup reappeared and he died in a short time. The
exudation had set in below the opening, as you can

see from the specimen before you.

I have here another specimen of syphilitic excres-

ence, about two inches long, in the shape of a cauli-

flower, which I removed from an old woman, fifty

years of age. It occupied the place of the clitoris,

and had all the appearances, when removed, of a

beautiful flower. I may add that the vagina of the

patient is perfectly occluded from disease.

NEW REMEDIES BY J. S. UNZIKER, M. D.

A New Anesthetic—Chloral (C2 C L3 O H)
the aldehyde of the trichloretted acetic acid, has been

known to chemists for perhaps the last thirty years,

but its valuable medicinal properties have so far been

utterly overlooked. To the researches of Dr. Lieb-

eeich, of Berlin, we owe the knowledge of its value

as an anaesthetic. Upon animals the injection has

been used with the most satisfactory results ; drow-

siness comes on, and soon perfect stupor. The effect

is mild and gradual, not the least sign of stadium

excitatorium, so disagreeable in chloroform. This

death-like stupor was prolonged according to the

strength of the dose for eighteen hours
;
upon awak-

ing the animal appears in full possession of its facul-

ties, and at once feeds.

—

St. Louis Medical and Sur-

gical Journal.

Oil of Sassafras ; Its Influence Upon To-

bacco and Other Narcotics.—In a " Treatise

on Fever," by Dezine Thompson, of Nashville,

Tennessee, it is stated, that the injurious effects of

tobacco are speedily removed, and also prevented by

this remedy, either by moistening the end of the
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segar, or mixing the cut tobacco with sassafras bark*

Mixed with a large dose of extract of Hyoscyamus

it produced delightful sleep without unpleasant

effects.

Might not the oil in hypodermic injection prove an

excellent remedy against tobacco poisoning ?

Apomoephia.—A new base recently produced as

the joint discovery of Dr. Matthiessen and Mr.

"Wright, of St. Bartholomews Hospital. The physi-

ological effects of apomorphia are very different

from those of morphia ; a very small dose produces

speedy vomiting and considerable depression, but

this soon passes off, leaving no after ill effects ;
1-10

of a grain hypodermically injected, or 1-4 of a grain

taken by the mouth produces vomiting in from four

to ten minutes. It is a non-irritant emetic, and pow-

erful anti-stimulant.

Dr. IT. here remarked that could this emetic prop-

erty be extracted from the morphia it would be a

great discovery and improvement ; it would render

the morphia much more agreeable to the stomach,

(if it did not destroy its properties as a narcotic,)

whila we would gain a valuable emetic in the apo-

morphia.

Remedy foeCakious Teeth.—Nitric ether and
sulphate of alumina are mixed so as to form a paste,

which is applied to the cavity. It never occasions

any inconvenience, the most violent toothache is

promptly relieved, and after several applications, the

affected tooth becomes insensible.

Caebolic Acid.—Dr. Tessieb, in the Mauritius,

injected under the skin a solution of 3-4 of a grain

dissolved in twenty minims of water, for the cure of

virulent intermittent fever. The patients were rap-

idly cured, and the spread of the pestilence arrested.

—London Chemical News.

Potass^e Chloeas.—At the Rudolph Hospital,

Vienna, this remedy has been used by enema in

cases ofdysentery with excellent results ; blood ceased

to appear in the dejections after the first clysma.

They used potas. chlor. pj. ad. aquae distil, gij.

Sambucus Canadensis.—A number of cases

given by Dr. R. Macnut, of Marshall, Missouri, in

the American Journal of Medical Sciences, show

conclusively the theraputic value of this remedy in

albuminuria. The inner bark of the common elder

is to be steeped in hard cider, and used in ounce

doses three or four times daily. The improvement

in a few days was quite marked, and recovery in all

the cases has been complete.

Antt-galactic.

R. Ext. belladonse, gj.
Sj ir. camphor, ol. olivar. opt. aa., £j. M.

A little of this mixture rubbed over the breast

twice daily, will soon suspend its secretory action.

PHARMACEUTICAL.

Professor Liebig has again given to the world a

new preparation called " Liebig's Food in Soluble

Form" as a substitute for mother's milk. It is pre-

pared at the laboratory of J. Paul Liebe, of Dresden,

Germany, who had the kindness to send me a sam-

ple for inspection. The preparation has the con-

sistency of thick honey, and I take pleasure in lay-

ing the same before the academy on this evening,

both in its natural state, and also mixed by me, as

directed, ready for use. This food greatly differs

from that formerly sold here in powder form, called

chemical food, for its being entirely soluble in milk,

or milk and water, without cooking ; whereas the

other has to be cooked, and from our experience,

here, did not agree as well with the children as the

soluble is said to do. The latter now has entirely

taken the place of the former, and from late accounts

seems to take well in Europe. It is especially re-

commended to anemic children, and such as re-

ceive either insufficient, or no nourishment at all

from the breast.

The Wiener Medical Wochenschrift, No. 38, 1869,

says

:

1. This food in a soluble form is prepared in va-

cuum, is always a uniform and excellent nourish-

ment, that only contains the soluble protein princi-

ples of the plant.

2. The preparation is free from all traces of malt

residues, against the presence of which Liebig so

urgently cautions.

3. The soup is at any moment, by day or night,

instantly prepared and ready for use.

4. This soluble food is unchangeable for months.

5. The soup made thereof contains according to

analysis, the value in nutriment of mother's milk.

MEETING OF THE AMERICAN PHARMA
CEUTICAL ASSOCIATION.

The annual Convention of this body took place

in Chicago lately, and after a very interesting session

of four days adjourned on the 10th inst., to meet

next in Baltimore. The delegates were composed

of some of the most distinguished chemists and phar-

maceutists in America. It is usual to have an ex-

position connected with the Convention. It embod-

ies this year a very fine collection of chemicals, phar-

maceutical and chemical apparatus and appliances,

paints, colors, instruments, soda water apparatus,

crude drugs, &c. Most European countries had also

specimens on exhibition, and the large chemical

manufactories and laboratories of this country were

well represented, eighty different firms had samples

there. Philadelphia as usual taking the lead, and

Chicago came next.

On the third evening a rich and intellectual trea;

was provided by Mr. S. A. Briggs, at the Academy

of Science. The rooms were lavishly illuminated,

a number of green covered tables being set out, upon

each of which were placed various excellent micro-

scopes. A set of drop lights on each table furnished

the necessary light. From an early hour each in-

strument was surrounded by an eager crowd of sa-
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vants and amateurs. There were many fine objects

and highly finished instruments. There were fifty-

eight exhibitors of instruments, quite a number of

whom were medical men.

The meeting proved quite a success, and no doubt

all went home well pleased with what they had seen

and learned. The bill for the regulation of the prac-

tice of pharmacy, so much needed now, was ordered

printed in pamphlet form, and a number of copies

to be sent to the legislature ofevery State. We hope
they will pass them, and thereby confer a blessing

to the people.

The above paper will appear in full in the Cincin-

nati Lancet and Observer for October.

Editorial Department.

Periscope.

Bemarkable Case of a Foreign Body in the
Bladder, and its Bemoval by Perineal Section.

Dr. A. Pamabd, chief surgeon of Hotel-Dieu, of

Avignon, in the Bulletin General de Tfierapeutique

Medicale et Chirurgicale, gives the following re-

markable case

:

A man 48 years of age,'presenting the physical ap-

pearance of a man addicted to masturbation, was

admitted into
t
the hospital. The man said he had

introduced into the urethra a watch-spring. An ex-

amination showed his urethra much dilated so that it

admitted easily the point of the little finger. A large

sound was introduced, and encountered at the mem-
branous'portion of the urethra, beneath the arch of

the pubis, a foreign body. Chloroform was given

the patient, and he was placed in the position for

lithotomy. Guided by the point of the sound, an

incision was made in the median line ofthe perineum,

four centimetres long, which was afters ards enlarged

in a grooved direction. With a pair of forceps the

watch spring was seized and removed ; it was twenty

centimetres long, one millimetre and a quarter broad,

and a tenth of a millimetre thick, and doubled upon

itself with the "bright" or middle portion occupy-

ing the neck of the bladder, and the two ends pro-

jecting into the urethra. This position and shape of

the spring was explained by the man, who, in order

to excite erections and pleasurable sensations, no

longer obtainable by titillation, was accustomed to

push foreign bodies into the urethra, and to remove

them used the watch spring bent into a loop. He
put in the urethra one day a " clove of garlic," and

while endeavoring to fish it out the spring slipped

from his fingers and beyond his reach.

The surgeon, the same day, when he had learned

from the patient that the clove of garlic was in the

bladder, a fact not communicated by him until the

watch spring had been removed and he had recov-

ered from the effects of the chloroform, enlarged the

incision, without, however, cutting into either the

prostate or the neck of the bladder. The capacious-

urethra enabled the surgeon to introduce his finger

easily into the bladder and feel the " clove of garlic,"

which was fished out with a curette, and measured

twenty-five millimetres long and fifteen millimetres,

in its greatest breadth.

Some inflammatory action involved the perineum

and scrotum, but in a few days it disappeared, and

the patient made a happy recovery.

Pemphigus in the Form of an Intermittent
Fever.

The Butch Archives of Medical and Physical

Science contains an article on this subject by Dr.

Yak Dieein, translated in the Dublin Quarterly-

Journal of Medical Science. The case he describes

thus:

On the 19th of July I was sent, for to see the

child of L. S., farmer, aged two years, which had

already been three days ill. I found a considerable,

elevation of temperature (104° F.,) quickness of

pulse (120°) and dryness of the tongue. The
child was raving, and had, from time to time, con-

vulsive twitchings in the arms and legs. But what

struck me most were vesicles on the face as large as

beans, exactly resembling vesications produced by a

burn, and visible on no other part of the body. My
first inquiry was whether the child had binned itself.

But the mother assured me that nothing of the kind

had happened, as the child had already been for

three days confined to bed, and the vesicles had not

appeared until the middle of the day on which I was

sent for. The child was, moreover, as she told mer

not annoyed by the erysipelas, though the spasms,

which she had observed also on the previous day,

distressed her. On further inquiry, I found that

the child was more lively in the morning, and that

she had then an inclination to play, though not as

formerly. Her appetite was quite gone, and her

bowels regular. She was always worse in the after-

noon—drank much ; and these symptoms had gone

on increasing from day to day. The child, the

youngest of five healthy children, appeared in good
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condition, and up to the present time had always 1

been in good health. The father and mother are

free from syphilis. I therefore diagnosed pemphi-

gus, and to this cutaneous disease I ascribed the

feverish symptoms. The vesicles were filled with

clear fluid, and the surrounding red ar°ola was c
1

' -

tinctly perceptible. They were scattered, to the

number of eight, over the face, and two of these

were half on the hairy part of the forehead. I pre-

scribed cold to the head, rest, and a mixture with

nitre. On the following morning I visited the little

patient, and found a complete change : the child was

in good spirits, and had taken a little milk ; the

temperature was normal, as was the pulse, and the

tongue was moist. The vesicles had all burst, and

some were already dried—some had bfen scratched

by the child, so that the red and moist skin, stripped

of its epidermis, was still visible. In the afternoon

I was again summoned, as the child was still worse

than on the previous days. I then found the tem-

perature once more elevated, the pulse accelerated,

convulsions and delirium had supervened, but there

were now no pemphigus-vesicles on the face, though

there were some of the same size and form on the

backs of the hands and of the forearms. The affec-

tion followed the same course as on the preceding

day. On the following morning the temperature

was again normal ; some vesicles had burst ; most

of them, however, were still present. The distinct

intermissions in the elevated temperature led me to

try the sulphate of quinia. Two grains were taken

by the child before midday, and when I returned in

the afternoon I found her free from fever—nor from

that time were any fresh pemphigus-vesicles seen.

The contents of those which still remained were

turbid ; the others had dried into a crust. On the

following morning, the 21st of July, the child was

perfectly well, havktg once more taken the same

dose of quinia, and she was soon restored to her

usual state.

Z\ on-syphilitic pemphigus is a rare disease, espe-

cially in young children, and its course is not always

equally favorable. Writers have distinguished an

acute and a chronic pemphigus. The former is the

more favorable, the latter is often fatal. Acute

pemphigus, also called the benign, occurs still more
rarely than chronic pemphigus. It is always accom-

panied by fever, at one time slighter, at another

more severe. The disease usually lasts from two to

four weeks, accordingly as the eruptions of vesicles

are more or less numerous, and it almost always

terminates spontaneously in recovery. The chronic

variety commences in general without any remarka-

ble concomitant symptoms, and, while sometimes

for months together one formation of vesicle follows

another, it is only at the end of the disease that fever

supervenes, by which the gradual exhaustion and

approaching death are accelerated. Such is the

•ordinary course of pemphigus. Cases of an acute

mature have lately been described by Hosier and

Steffen, and also by Thomas in the Archiv fur

Eeilkunde, (4 Reft. 9 Jahrgang, 1868). The case

observed by me differs somewhat from the ordinary

course, inasmuch as it exhibited a distinct type of

complicated intermittent fever, and as recovery

rapidly followed the administration of quinia. In

one point of view, however, I found a striking ana-

logy, namely, the elevated temperature, which was

observed also by the above-named writers at the

time of the eruption of the vesicles.

Hydrocephalus.

Dr. P. F. Eve, in the St. Louis Medical Society,

made some remarksm regard to a case of hydroceph-

alus to which he had recently been called in consul-

tation. The patient, thirteen months old, was the

child of a physician. There was no impairment of

the intellectual faculties, and ail the functions were

well performed. The head was twenty-eight and a

half inches in circumference and twenty-four from

one auditorius externus to the other. The disten-

sion was greater on one side than the other, causing

much distortion of the features. Diuretics and mer-

curials had been used without diminishing or arrest

ing the accumulation. Concluding that medicine

would afford no relief, the propriety of tapping was
considered. Nelaton, he said, attributes the exces-

sive secretion to the thickening of the thecse of the

cord, and recommends tapping, little by little, and

supporting treatment. In this case he (Dr. E.) had

recommended that tapping in this manner should be

resorted to, if convulsive symptoms manifested them-

selves.

He also mentioned a case he had seen several years

since, of an individual sixteen years old, whose head

was three feet in circumference, and also referred to

a cranium he had seen of a hydrocephalous individual

in which there were over four hundred ossa Worm-

i^na.

The Climate of Pau.
This favorite health resort is described by Dr.

Whipple in the Boston Medical and Surgical Jour-

nal. He says of its climatic character :

Now for what many will regard as the most im-

portant point of all—the climate cf Pau. If we take

the word of some who have written about it, it is

the clunate we may expect to find in Paradise. If

we listen to some one who has spent a rainy week

there only, looking in vain from the Castle Terrace

or the Palace Royale for the white peaks of the

mountains which he is told lie just over the river,

and seeing Pau only from its muddy streets or his

hotel window, we shall wonder that any one ever

left the shadow of the State House to encounter the

wretched climate and dull stupidity of Pau. Medio

tutissimus ibis. One will have to go farther than

Pau to find a perfect climate, and one might go very
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far, too, and find no better. During the season of

1866-7 there were but seven days of what any one

could call cold weather. About the middle af Jan-

v uary came a fall of snow, perhaps six inches—very

unusual for Pau—and for nearly a week the ground

was slightly frozen every night. This was all the

winter we had. The rest of the season, even inva-

lids scarcely had need of a top-coat.

The season of 1866-68 was a very rr-e one, the

coldest since 1831, and the suffering among the poorer

class of natives, who have almc t no provision for

artificial heat in their houses, was extreme. The
mercury fell one night as low as 19° (Fahrenheit,)

and severs 1 nights at intervals during the waiter r c

low as 25°. But this did not seem very rigorous to

one accustomed to an American winter, especially as

the weather was bi 'glider than usu? 1
, ? id, as usual,

there was no wind.

From October, 1868, to the end of February,

1869, the temperature wes like that of our best New
England October weather, and the sun was obscure 1

for scarcely a single day. Then came three weeks

of rain, with frequent snow-squalls, which made
everybody forget the fine weather just passed.

There is always a good deal of rain
;
but, in spite

of it, the place is not damp. The situation of the

town and the nature of the soil is such that the water

very soon leaves the surface, and there is nowhere

about the town any standing water. I used to find

that my tobacco, left o\ n in a room where the sun

never shown, got so c^y at the end of a few days

that I could not smoke it. Even when it does rain,

it is rare that an invalid, properly protected, cannot

keep out of doors ; for the air is almost invariably

milder dming a fall of rain than on the bright days.

When the sun does shine, the brightness of the day

makes one forget that he has ever seen any other

weather. There is an indescribable charm in a sunny

winter day at Pau which I have never seen equaled

elsewhere.

About the city there is ordinarily almost no wind,

and it is extremely rare—not more than three or

four times in a season—that the wind is strong enough

to be disag eeable to the most sensitive tb'-oat or

lungs.

Neevus Cured by Injection of Carbolic Acid.

Mr. Potter exhibited to his class a child named
Margaret B., aged 10 months, who had been received

into hospital about six weeks previously, for the

treatment of a large nsevus, situated on the lower

part of the forehead, immediataly above the nose. It

was venous in character, and when first seen was cir-

cular in form and as large ashalf-a-crown, projecting

forwards considerably. He resolved to attempt its

solidification and cure by the injection of carbolic

acid, and accordingly two mir'ms of pure acid were

introduced into the nse^ is by means ofa hypodermic

syringe. Such inflammation as followed having

been allowed to subside, the operation was repeated,

seven times in all, an interval of several days being

permitted between each injection. No untoward

consequences took place ; the skin was not injured

;

and now, after the seventh operation, the mass had

become solidified, and would in due time be absorbed.
—Medical Press and Circular.

Pathology of Tuberculosis.

De. SAJsrDERSoisr, said in a paper read before the

British Medical Association, Virchow has shown
that the morbid growths which occur in the organs

of persons affected with tuberculous diseases are not

characterised by the form or size of the corpuscles,

so much as by the interstitial reticulum by which

they are held together, and by the relation of the

morbid growth to the CDnnective tissue and blood

vessels of the affected part
;
and, further, that there

is nothing in the anatomical structure of a tubercu-

lous growth which is exclusively peculiar to itself;

for tubercle, considered anatomically, is but one

member of a numerous class of morbid products

(called by him lymphomas), in all of which the same
corpuscles and the same stroma are met with. In

short, there are no peculiarities by which any given

specimen of tuberculous material can be determined

to be tuberculous. Its character depends, not on

what it is either chemically or structurally, but on

the changes it undergoes, and its relation to existing

structures. Phthisis cannot at present be better de-

fined anatomically than by saying that it consists in

lobular consolidation of one or both lungs, followed

by gradual disintegration of the consolidated parts.

The most important question in the pathological

anatomy of the disease is that of the nature of the

consolidation. On this point, the author held that

it is not possible to distinguish the induration of

phthisis f:om that of chronic lobular pneumonia, so

far as relates to the anatomical characters of the in-

durative process. Again, the same characters are

met with in the lobular pneumonia which results

from inoculation, as in phthisis. In either case, the

induration is due partly to the thickening of the

framework of the organ by the interstitial growth of

adenoid tissue, partly to the choking up of the alve-

oli with catarrhal products. With reference to the

etiology of phthisis, the author considered that the

origin of tuberculous disease may generally be traced

to one of two agencies ;
viz., to a constitutional lia-

bility or predisposition, of the nature of which we

are at present entirely ignorant ; or to the influence

of prolonged local irritation. With reference to pul-

monary consumption, he held that chronic bronchi-

tis, chronic catarrhal pneumonia, and phthisis, can-

not be separated from each other by definite fines ;

and that many cases of phthisis originated from

bronchial catarrh. In accounting for the develop-

ment and widely spread distribution of tuberculous

d'sease in the body, great stress is laid on infection
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—i. e., the fact that any chronic induration of an or-

gan, if it last long enough unresolved, has a tendency

to produce similar indurations elsewhere, not only

in adjacent, but in distant organs. The way in which

this happens we learn by the study of artificial tuber-

culosis. Its reality is exemplified in almost every case

of phthisis. In conclusion, Dk. Sajstdekson ex-

pressed the opinion that the doctrine of specificity

had exercised a sinister influence on the treatment

of phthisis and the management of phthisical pa-

tients ; for it had led men to forget that consumption

is influenced by the ordinary causes of inflammation,

not only in its origin, but in each step of its pro-

gress ; and that one most important aim in treatment

ought to be to counteract this influence. For this

reason, he considered that the treatment of con-

sumptive persons in hospitals for long periods was a

great misapplication of the resources of philanthropy.

These resources can only be rendered fully available

for the purposes for which they are intended by a

complete reversal of the present plan of administra-

tion. In the first place, no patient should he kept in

hospital on the mere ground of his being consump-

tive, irrespectively of his constitutional state
;
and,

secondly, much greater facilities ought to be given

to the poor than exist at present for their immediate

admission into hospital whenever suffering from

acute pulmonary disease, whether primary, or super-

vening in the course of chronic phthisis.

Animal Vaccination.

This subject is exciting much interest in England.

The pros and cons will be seen from the following

abstracts of the proceedings of the British Medical

Association

:

Dr. Blajsc included his remarks, on animal vac-

cination, in five propositions. 1. The healthy heifer,

inoculated with fine spontaneous cow-pox, supplies

a vaccine lymph, free from all morbid and diathetic

principles. The most distinguished veterinary sur-

geons had years ago stated that calves were not lia-

ble to any diathetic disease, nor to the spontaneous

development of any infectious disease. On the

other hand, though vaccination in the ordinary mode,

if performed with proper care, was harmless, the

transmission of disease by it, under certain circum-

stances was^an acknowledged fact. 2. Spontaneous

cow-pox transmitted through the bovine race is more
active, more lasting in its effects, and more likely

than humanised lymph to create a perfect immunity,

in support of this proposition, Dr. Blanc adduced

evidence from the writings of Jenner, Dr. E. Ballard,

Mr. Marson, Dr. Seaton, etc., to show the increasing

susceptibility to small-pox, and the increasing fatal-

ity from the disease ; and he drew the following in-

ferences : a. Direct inoculation from the cow is,

according to the testimony of Jenner and others, a

most perfect and lasting protection against small-pox.

b. A few cases of post-vaccinal small-pox were no-

ticed as soon as natural animal vaccination was su-

perseded by the use of humanised lymph ; but they

were still rare for the following reasons : greater ac-

tivity of the lymph, not having as yet undergone

many transmissions ; and the short time since vac-

cination was performed, c. From perfect immunity

in those inoculated with spontaneous cow-pox, we
arrive from a few rare occurrences to a small per-

centage, gradually but steadily increasing, until in

1864 it reached the very high average of 84 per

cent. d. Among those protected by spontaneous

cow-pox there is no fatality. 3. Spontaneous cow-

pox, by being transmitted only through the bovine

race, retains all its essential qualities. Cow-pox is a

disease of the bovine race, as small pox is of the hu-

man race. Each of them, transmitted through the

race to which it belongs, retains its own properties.

4. Vaccination direct from the heifer, offers all the

characteristics of the cow-pox-vesicles, as described

by Jenner, Ceely, Bosquet, etc., with such modifica-

tions only as are due to the passage of the lymph

through young and healthy animals. The characters

of vaccination with heifer's lymph were—rare activ-

ity, later development, a lengthened duration, and a

well marked cicatrix. 5. By animal vaccination,

we have always on hand an unlimited supply of

good vaccine lymph. With one heifer five hundred

persons can be vaccinated; with one heifer ten

heifers can be inoculated
;
and, as it requires only

five days for the vesicle to be ready for use, by ani-

mal vaccination, at six day's notice five thousand

persons can be vaccinated ; at twelve days' notice

fifty thousand, and so on.

Mr. Steele argued that animal vaccination—that

is, the vaccination of the human subject direct from

the heifer, as a substitute for, or auxiliary infantile to

arm-to-arm vaccination—is not necessary ; and he

added the following reasons : 1. Humanised vaccine

lymph,when carefully selected and properly employed

by arm-to-arm infantile vaccination, is as certain and

complete a protection against small-pox as it is pos-

sible to confer ;
equal, in fact, to the protection af-

forded by small-pox itself. 2. Human vaccine lymph,

when properly managed, does not degenerate nor

lose any of its prophylactic power by a continued

transit through successive subjects. 3. It is no

proof that the vaccine lymph now in use has lost

any of its original infective or protective power,

to adduce the well-known fact that small-pox still

appears among the population from time to time,

and that much of the vaccination of this country

—

as much as fifty per cent., according to Her Majesty's

Inspectors—has been found to be ineffective and of

inferior quality. 4. The supply ofhuman lymph af-

forded by the stations of the National Vaccine Es-

tablishment is abundant, continuous, and sufficient

to meet the requirements of the public. 5. Human
vaccine lymph is safer, more certain in its effects,

and is in every respect more suitable for the purpose
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than animal lymph. The question of the transmis-

sion of syphilis by vaccination, although maintained

by many authorities, has been thoroughly and satis-

factorily disposed of by Dr. Seaton.

Syphilis Treated by Carbolic Acid.

Holmes Coote, Esq., Surgeon to St. Bartholomew's

Hospital, London, in the Brit. Med. Journal, gives

the following successful treatment of the primary

forms of Syphilis by the local application of carbolic

acid.

Case I.—Emily K., aged 21, general servant, had

a discharge from the vagina, with numerous mucous

tubercles on the labia and inside of the thighs. On
January 17th, 1868, carbolic acid lotion (gr. v to the

ounce of water) was ordered. On February 7th, she

was discharged, all the tubercles having disappeared.

The period of treatment was three weeks. It was
then determined to employ a much stronger solu-

tion.

Case II.—Jane P., aged 19. This case was sim-

ilar to the former; but the tubercles were more
numerous and larger. On January 21st, a lotion

composed of carbolic acid and water, equal parts,

was ordered to be applied by means of a brush each

day ; and the usual carbolic acid lotion to be kept

constantly applied to the parts. On February 2nd,

the tubercles had entirely disappeared. In this case

the period of treatment was cwelve days.

Case IH.—Catherine H., aged 20, had a discharge

from the vagina, with a mass of mucous tubercles

on the labia and upper part of the thighs, and around

the anus. On January 24th, the strong lotion, con-

sisting of equal parts of carbolic acid and water, was

ordered to be painted on daily with a brush, as in

the preceding case ; the usual carbolic acid lotion to

be constantly applied. On February 7th, the tuber-

cles had almost entirely disappeared. The patien^

was nearly well. In this case, the period of treat-

ment was fourteen days.

In all these cases, the pain was inconsiderable;

nor was there any necessity for the use of surgical

instruments, such as scissors, etc.

Imperforate Urethra in the Male.

W. R. Chew, M. D., of Jefferson, Texas, in a

letter to the Clinico-Medical and Pathological He-

lp orter, says

:

I was kindly invited by my friend, Dr. W. H.

Witherspoon, to visit with him a patient he had

been called to see the night previous. At the time

of our visit, the child was about thirty-six hours old,

and had not passed any water from the bladder.

Upon examination we found the child well formed,

the external genitals fully developed, but no appear-

ance of a urethral canal or meatus. At first it was

supposed there might be a communication between

the bladder and rectum through which the urine

passed off. That idea was abandoned, as no evi-

dence of such a passage was discovered after a care-

ful examination.

The bladder being considerably distended, the

safety of the child required that something should be

done. A slight indentation being discovered at the

end of the penis, where the meatus ought to have

been, we determined on making an artifical canal as

far into the organ as prudence would justify. Ac-

cordingly, with an instrument suited to the purpose,

a canal was made about half an inch in length.

Means were used to prevent the closing up of what

had been done, and the patient left till our next,

visit, when the canal would be further extended to-

ward the bladder. No further aid, however, was

necessary. The next visit revealed the gratifying

fact that the urine had found its way to the outlet

partially made, the bladder completely emptied,

and the child doing as well apparently as if all had

been right from the birth.

From the time of the operation to the present,

now six weeks, our patient has been perfectly heal-

thy and vigorous.

The Bichloride of Methylene.

We are informed, says the British Medical Jour-

nal, that two cases have occurred during the last

fortnight at the Moorfields Ophthalmic Hospital, in

which the inhalation of the bichloride of methylene

caused alarming symptoms. In each the symptoms

consisted in sudden syncope, and in each they passed

wholly and quickly off under appropriate treatment.

In each the patient was a young child (in one an in-

fant), and it is suggested that perhaps this agentmay

be less safe in very young subjects than in adults.

The bichloride has of late been extensively used at

Moorfields Hospital, its peculiarities of rapid effect

and rapidity in passing off, and the seldomness with

which it causes sickness, have great value in opera-

tions on the eye. The patients are rarely more than

a minute before the operation may be commenced ;

and after its completion they usually wake up at

once, and are able to walk away as soon as the band-

ages are adjusted. In these respects the contrast

between it and chloroform is very great. It is less

adapted for prolonged operations.

A Peripatetic Oculist.

A certain "oculist," whose advertisements have

for some time disappeared from the columns of our

newspapers, is, we perceive, patronizing the newspa-

pers of New Haven, Connecticut, just now. The

" university" in which he occupies the chair of op-

thalmic (sic!) and aural surgery, must not be con-

founded with the real university in this city, but is

an irregular concern which gulps down all the isms

and pathies—any thing that will bring grist to its

mill—and such grist

!
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JS^" Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,

News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

US?" To insure publication, articles must be practical,

brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

We particularly value the practical experience of coun-

try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

TO SUBSCRIBERS.

The 21st volume of the Medical and Sur-

gical Reporter began on July 3rd. A
large number of subscriptions are due from

that date, and we look to a prompt response

to the bills already sent out and being sent.

—

Our bills always call for PAYMENT IN AD-

VANCE.

TVe can still supply a few complete sets or

volumes from the commencement, bound or un-

bound. They should be applied for soon, as

they will soon be exhausted.

LIFE INSURANCE COMPANIES.
Physicians are brought, by their professional

relations, into close contact with companies

organized for the insurance of lives, and have
much brought to their notice, in reference to

this popular method of investment, which es-

capes the public. It is to be regretted that

this intimate knowledge does not increase faith

in such institutions. In only too many cases,

the transactions are fraudulent to an alarming
degree.

Thus the agent of the company is always

anxious to pass every applicant. He gets his

commission only if the applicant is a " good
risk." The decision of this rests with the

medical examiner. Consequently the agent

brings all the influence he can upon the phy-

sician to warp and control the latter 's judg-

ment. If the physician is rigid in his exami-
nations, the agent either has him discharged,

or seeks excuses to have his " risks" examined
by some more pliant man. He has them

passed by some medical friend less conscien-

tious or less intelligent. In this way thou-

sands of lives are insured annually which
ought never to be accepted.

Next, when the applicant is insured, his

policy is forfeited unless the' premiums are

paid. Half the time he is not notified that the

premiums are due, and thus a natural oversight

causes the total loss of his hard-earned savings.

This, on the part of the company, is nothing

but bare-faced swindling, and should be pro-

hibited by law. Such cases are of constant

occurrence, and, as no one can foresee what

straits he may be in, it constitutes a serious

objection to the whole method of Life Insu-

rance.

Another injustice constantly exercised

against the insured is the use of Life Tables,

which do not correctly represent the present

chances of life. Statistics prove that the du-

ration of human life has been extended within

the past haif century, and that the Carlyle

tables, very accurately computed for the Eng-

lish nation at the time, do not do justice to

American longevity.

The mere financial view of the question is

one which concerns us less. Yet we cannot

but call attention to the fact that, in the

recent failure of an old-established English

company, it was shown that the older a com
pany is the greater is the drain upon it by
payments, and, as a rule, the wilder and more
reckless, or more inefficient is its management.

In nearly every such company, long security

breeds rashness, and a system of nepotism

grows up, which places in responsible positions

men who have no other fitness than being a

near relative of the President or a Director.

New companies, on the other hand, are

equally uncertain. The Directors are often

irresponsible men, their agents are unscrupu-

lous, they spend immense sums in advertising,

and they lack the elements of stability. We
know a company, recently started, and widely

advertised, who pay 50 per cent, commission

to agents. This no company can honestly

afford to do. Another has put at once one

hundred thousand dollars in advertising. This

is doubtless good as a business investment,

and we mention it only to illustrate the des-

perate competition which is prevalent, and

which must force the weaker companies to

the wall.

"When an insured person dies, a certificate

is filled by the family physician. The latter

dares not state the true nature of the disease,
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&• when, by so doing, the widow or heirs will

% -.lose the insurance. He, therefore, puts down
4

I

delirium tremens as inflammation of the brain,

(we personally know this to have been done),

H or suicide by arsenic, acute gastritis. Thus a

i fraud is perpetrated on the company.

ie j
In fact, the system of Life Assurance, as at

it
I

fpresent generally organized, is rotten to the

ji

core, and most of the companies will ruin

j themselves and those who trust them.
3 !

I.

»

Notes and Comments.

THERAPEUTICAL BULLETIN.*
Compiled by Geo. H. Napheys, M. D.

Ko. 25.

This column will contain each week a collection of the
I Recipes, remarkable for their novelty and elegance, now
in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by

. . them in recent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics,
and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly published

1 I monographs and systematic treatises, and in the current
1
medical periodicals of this country and Europe. It will
include formulse for hypodermic 'injections, for inhala-

, tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments,
lotions, collvria, etc,, etc.

This selection will be such that each prescription will
commend itself, both by its intrinsic merits, and by the
authority of the name of the physician by whom origi-

|

, nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest

i
' and best approved therapeutical expressions of the pro-

! fession—to aflord a periscope of the remedial measures re-
sorted to by eminent living physicians.

: It is proposed, hereafter, to classify these formulae, and
issue them in book form

. T -eatment of Diabetes.

William Aitken, M. D., Edinbtjbg.

The whole materia medica has been exhausted in

• search of a remedy for this disease. It may be said

nearly eveiy patient dies whose treatment is left en-

, tirely to drugs. A full and generous diet is unques-

tionably useful in these cases ; but the patient soon

gets disgusted with mutton or beef, or both, for break-

l

fast, dinner and supper ; he consequently nauseates

a meat diet and abandons it altogether. A diet of

salt fish has been attempted, but the patient in a short

time so loathes it that it has to be given up. A mixed
diet, therefore, if contralndicated by some theories is

at least the best to adopt in practice, if only regulated

and aided by other means. It will be evident, how-
ever, that vegetables which contain a large quantity

of saccharine matter should be avoided in some de-

gree, as potatoes, grapes or other veiy ripe fruit, and
a fortiori, sugar itself. That meat and eggs may be

taken, if biliary derangement is not irduced by
them, and fish is a most important article with which
to vary the monotony of the dietory. Milk also

* Entered according to A.ct of Congress, in the year

1869, by Geo. H. Napheys, M. D., in the Clerk's office of

the District Court for the Eastern District of Penn'a.
N. B—This copyright is not intended to prevent medi-

cal journals publishing these articles, but only their being
i6suedin book fcrm.

may be indulged in occasionally, as it is not found

that the sugar it contains is readily converted into

glucose. Its influence, however, requires watching.

It should be combined with half its bulk of lime-

water, or be used in the form of butterm ;i k. If it

be found desirable or necessary to employ alcoholic

drinks, a selection should be made from those wines

and spirits which are freest from sugar. Of these,

clarets may be chemically considered the best, then

Burgundy. The so-called "fruit wines" must be

interdicted, and of all alcoholic beverages, iveak

brandy and water is the safest. The amount of

brandy should always be measured. A teaspoonful

in a tumblerful of water is generally sufficient for an

ordinary dinner drink. jSo diabetic need expect to

recover or continue well who cannot exercise self-

control, and make up his mind to be temperate in all

things. Tea and coffee without sugar may be per-

mitted. If cocoa agree it may be taken prepared

from the nibs only. When soups are allowed they

ought to be reallj Igood, and flavored with aromatics

or onions, to the exclusion of carrots, turnips and

peas. They may be thickened with some bran finely

powdered. Pickles in small quantities may be per-

mitted to convalescents. Lettuces agree well when

eaten sparingly with oil and vinegar, or with a little

salt only, it the vinegar is likely to disagree.

The great value of bran cakes as a substitute for

bread in cases of diabetes, has now been established

by the experience of so many individuals that its use

ought to be insisted upon. The bran should be

thoroughly loasJied, so that it may be as far from

starch as possible, and finely powdered, so that it

may not irritate the susceptible muscous membrane

of the intestines.

a. bottchabdat, pbof. of hygiene to the
Facllty of Medicine, Pabis, etd.

Our author has proved by the comparison of the

articles of food, which a diabetic may take without

prejudice, that it is quite possible to keep up a suf-

ficient degree of variety in the character of the meals.

The list of articies which it permits is about as fol-

lows : All sorts of meats roasted, stewed and even

dressed with spices, but not with flour ; fresh water

fish and marine fish, in eating which the want of

bread is less felt than in eating meat
;
oysters, mus-

cles, crabs, f lobsters, etc.
;
eggs in all the forms

known to the culinary art ;
rich, good cream, but no

milk ; cf the vegetable, spinach, artichokes, aspara-

gus, green beans, the different varieties of cabbage

;

of the salads, water cresses, endives, lettuce; of

fruits, strawberries and peaches. Although the loss

of sugar is augmented by very free supply of liquid,

and decreased by a privation of it, yet it is not ad-

visable to forbid the patient to quench his thirst.

Thomas King Chambebs, M. D., etc., London.

224. R. Pulveris opii, gr.j.

In pill ; to be taken every
t
;night.

In some cases opium seems to diminish the secre-
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tion of water, and our author has never distinctly

traced any harm to its action. Cinchona, however,

which, like opium, lessens the flow of urine, has, in

Dr. C's hands, produced coma and death. He, there-

fore, shuns it, even when he wishes to give tonics

to increase the appetite. He prefers iron and strych-

nine.

225. R. Potassii iodidi, gr. viij.

Aquas, f.Sjss.

For one dose, three times a day.

This drug was prescribed on purely empirical

grounds. During its administration the patient, con-

tinued to gain weight and strength, and did not ex-

hibit any of the usual symptoms of intoxication by

iodine.

Patients may drink as much as they feel disposed

for ; the gratification of the thirst provides the normal

outlet for the abnormal constituent of the blood.

J. M. Da Costa, M. D.

226. R. Pulveris opii, gr. $.

For one pill, ter die.

The opium treatment, De.Da Costa has found

to be productive of the most good in his hands. He
cannot explain the rationale, but he does know that

it has the most influence in lessening the thirst, the

excretion of sugar and the general waste of flesh.

The only objection to its use is the risk which is

run of accustoming the patient to taking this power-

ful drug.

227- R. Potassas permanganatis, gr. \.

Aqua? distillate, f. ^ij

.

For one dose ter die.

This remedy De. De C. "employed a few years

ago, but not with very satisfactory results.

228. R. Ammonias carbonatis, gr. x-xx.

Aquas cinuamoni, f.^ss. M.

For one dose three or four times a day. This, in

addition to a moderately restricted diet, forms a very

good treatment.

229. R. Tr. ferri chloridi, gtt. xx-lx.

For one dose, in water, ter die. This will save

a diabetic when nothing else proves of service. The

pepsin and rennet treatments amount to nothing.

Dk. Da Costa has tried them faithfully and merely

lost time.

Diet.—Although substances containing a great

deal of sugar, and still more those containing a great

deal of starch—which is readily converted into sugar

—are poisonous to diobetic patients, yet it is not

advisable to place them on a strictly animal diet.

Such a regimen is irksome "in the extreme, and will

not be followed out. After all it is not the saccha-

rine substances which go into the body that cause

diabetes
;
they merely add to it. It is simply impos-

sible to avoid giving food capable of being converted

into sugar.

Bran-bread is perfectly, unobjectionable ; but a

small quantity of ordinary bread should be permit-

ted. Cakes made from almond-flour are favorites

with English physicians. Fruits should be interdict-

el and potatoes sparingly used.

Bran baths (two or three handsful of bran in the

bath) are very serviceable in relieving the dryness of

the skin, which is so troublesome.

230. R. Infusi cascarillas Oj.

A wine-glassful three or four times a day. The
use of this light bitter lessens the thirst. Of course,

water must be allowed beside ; but the infusion will

take the place of a good deal of water.

Thomas Hawkes Ta^xer, M. D., F. L. S.,

London, etc.

231. R. Ferri ammonias citratis, ^j.
Spiritus ammonias aromatici.f^vj.

Potassas bicarbonatis, gij.

Infusi colmnbas, qs. ad. ±3 iij . M.

A tablespoonful to be taken twice a day, with one

tablespoonful of lemon juice in a little water.

This recipe often proves very valuable. It should

be taken for two or three weeks at a time, then dis-

continued, and recommenced according to the gen-

eral strength.

232. R. Pulveris opii,

Quinias sulphatis, aa. gr. j.

For one pill, ter die. Useful in some cases.

233. R. Creosoti, Ti^xx.

Pulveris aromatici, ^iv.
Mucilaginis acacias, qs.

Fiat masse, in pilulas xx dividenda.

One to be taken three times a day.

It is believed that this remedy tends to check

the conversion of the food into sugar.

The Neglect of the Insane.

Considerable excitement has recently, been created

in Poland, which extended to other parts of Europe,

by the discovery in a Convent at Cracow of an in-

sane ]S"un, Barbara Ubryk, in a miserable and filthy

condition, caused by the ignorant treatment of the

Lady Superior. The accumulated dirt of the cell of

the Nun and her animal-like life, was excused on
the ground of ignorance of the modern modes of

treating insanity. In this country, however, it never

was imagined that a similar discovery could be made,

yet at Southold, Long Island, there is a man who,
for eigteen years, has been living in a worse condi-

tion than Barbara Ubryk. This man, now thirty

years of age, is the son of respectable parents, and
exhibits his insanity principally by a refusal to wear

clothing, On this account, at the age of twelve, he

was sent to the poor-house, and has lived there ever

since. At this place he is kept in a filthy enclosure

resembling a pig-pen, with a little hut for his shelter

in the corner. He will not wear clothing either in

summer or winter, tearing off and eating every sem-

blance of apparel that may be attempted to cover

him with. His food consists of all kinds of refuse,

which he greedily devours ; and once a week he is

led by a rope round his waist to a neighboring creek,

and there rubbed down with a broom. The parents
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of this unfortunate man are too poor to send him to

a private asylum, and he is therefore treated in the

barbarous way mentioned.

We have known instances even worse than this

in the county houses of this State. No country can

show more wretched human beings than the insane

poor of some of the United States. No other sub-

ject in practical philanthropy is more urgent upon

us than the care of these helpless creatures.

Library of the American Medical Association.

We are glad to learn that the excellent Library

Committee of the American Medical Association is

meeting with success in collecting books toward the

formation of a great Medical Library in connection

with the American Medical Association, which now
has an abiding place at the capital of the eountry,

where its archives can be deposited. The committee,

which consists of Dr. Robert Eeybuen", Librarian,

and Dr. Joseph M. Touer, have already collected

about two hundred volumes. We suggest to our

readers to make contributions to this collection.

Anything sent to us for the purpose will be for-

warded.

The Reporter as an Advertising Medium.

A correspondent, who has for several months past

been advertising in the Reporter, and who adver-

tizes extensively in the medical journals, writes:

"An advertisement in your Reporter is worth

more to me than any dozen others." In view of

our very extended and rapidly growing circulation,

it could not be otherwise. There is no medium
through which the medical profession can be reached

that is to be compared to the Reporter.

Insane Convicts.

We find the following item in a New York paper

:

William Wilson, Henry Wonder, Felix Sanchez

(who murdered his father-in-law several years ago in

the upper part of this city), Eugene Russell, James
Murray and Henry Smith, all of whom served a

greater or less time in the State Prison, at Sing Sing,

were brought before Justice Dowling yesterday at

the Tombs. They had all been pronounced con-

firmed lunatics by the Surgeon of the Prison, and

Prison, and some of them had remained in the State

Lunatic Asylum until the expiration of their term

of sentence. Smith, who had served 12^ years, was
pronounced by the Surgeon of the Tombs Prison to

be sane, and was therefore diecharged. The others

were sent to the Lunatic Asylum on Blackwall's

Island.

The State of New York has a magnificent Asylum
for insane convicts at Auburn. Why were not

these insane convicts sent to that institution ? Each
State should have asylums for insane convicts, where
they should receive every care and attention with a

view to their recovery, entirely separated from penal

institutions.

" Chock Full of Lightning !"

A correspondent on the wing in one"of our west-

ern States, gives the following as an illustration of

the ignorance of some practitioners in the West. He
says : I was invited home to dine one day by a regu-

lar M. D., a graduate of a Cincinnati^college, who
is doing a large business, and is worth'perhaps $10.-

000. In the course of our conversation he men
tioned the fact of his having lately been called to see

a woman who had been struck by lightning, after

stating his treatment in the case, he said that the re-

sults had not been satisfactory, and that if called to

see a shnilar case again, he would pursue a different

course. I asked him what that would be. Said he,

"I would wrap her in a wet sheet to draw the light-

ning out of her !" " Whv," said he, " she]chock full

of lightning yit, you can see it run down her legs and
arms every now and then, and she can feel it shoot-

in' through her body." Now if I had wrapped her

up in a wet sheet, the lightning would all have been

drawn out, and she would been got well sooner."

In answer to all my explanations of the laws of elec-

tricity, his reply was, that " he didn't keer for equi-

libriums or any thing else, he knew she was chock

full of lightnin' any how." This case is true in every

particular, and the man has a diploma from a regu-

lar medical school, and one of the first in this coun-

try.

An Excellent Utensil.

The \alue of good coffee and tea is appreciated by

every one who has had the good fortune to taste

them. Hitherto this fortune has been a rarity in

this country, but now, we are happy to say, it is put

within the reach of all by the admirable invention

of M. Labiaux. This consists in a felt filter, into

which the tea or ground coffee is placed, and the

inspiring beverage made by a process of percolation.

The idea is a most successful one, and nothing can

be easier or more satisfactory.

Another article of equal value is the enamel-lined,

fire-proof bottomed, silver-plated, pots of Mannhag,

Bowman & Co., Middletown, Conn. They are the

most elegant, useful, and convenient utensils of the

kind we have seen, and are furnished with Mr.

Labiaux's filters. We heartily recommend both

these utensils to our housekueping readers, and as-

sure them they will not be disappointed.

More about Carbolic Acid.

A correspondent of that excellent paper, The

Country Gentleman, speaking of the disinfectant

qualities of carbolic acid, combined with soap-mak-

ing materials, and its usefulness injprivies, kitchen a
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sinks, etc., and in the treatment of unhealthy

wounds, sores, etc., says

:

I am prepared with this to fight any bad smell, as-

sured of victory. The peculiar odor of the acid is not

permanent, but soon passes off by evaporation leav-

ing cleanliness behind. To most persons the odor

itself is not objectionable.

In addition to the above uses, I find that it is very

efficacious in banishing insect pests. Fleas have for-

saken their haunts in the hair of a pet dog, after

washing him with carbolic soap. Hen-lice have been

banished from my poultry house by the same means.

Several cases of mange in animals of my acquaint-

ance, have been cured by it ; that disease, as is well

known, being caused by an insect similar to the

itch insect. Bed bugs and ants will not abide in

the neighborhood. In short, from actual trial, I be-

lieve the makers of this soap have justly earned the

eternal hate of most of the creeping and biting things

that afflict the human and other races, and that no

bad odor can attach to their memory while embalmed

in carbolic soap.

The American Pharmaceutical Association.

This body met in Chicago on the 17th of Septem-

ber. A Committee appointed for the purpose sub-

mitted a printed bill to the Association, for the con-

sideration of the members, to be presented to the

Legislatures of the several States for adoption. This

bill, it will be seen from the following outline, con-

tains some remarkable features. The preamble

provides that,

Whereas, The safety and welfare of the public are en-

dangered by the sale of poisons by unqualified or ignorant

persons ; and whereas, in all civilized countries, it is found

necessary to restrict this species of traffic, and to provide

by law for the regulation of the delicate and responsible

business of compounding and dispensing the powerful

agents used in medicines ; and whereas, the adulteration

and sopVstication of drugs and medicines is a species of

fraud, which should be prevented and suitably punished

;

therefore,

Be it enacted, First, that medicines and poisors be dis-

pensed only by registered pharmacists; second, that no

person can become a registered pharmacist unless a gra-

duate in pharmacy, or a practising pharmacist or assist-

ant.

The third section is a definition of the term phar-

macist ; the fourth provides for the constitution of a

Pharmaceutical Board, of which the Governor shall

appoint seven members; the fifth describes the

duties of the Board ; the sixth provides for the ap-

pointment of a regular Registrar of Pharmacists ; the

seventh and eighth prescribe his duties ; the ninth

prescribes the penalties of collusion ; the tenth gives

the penalty of non-registration ; the eleventh places

restrictions on the sale of poisons ; the twelfth pro-

poses a dispensary of prescriptions, and the thir-

teenth prohibits the adulteration of medicines, and

fixes a penalty. Appended thereto are the schedules

and forms for the most complete carrying out of tl 3

bill.

The Case of Dr. Paul Schoeppe.
The Medical Association of the District of Cc -

lrmbia have adopted resolutiors requesting Governor

Geary to suspend the execution of the sentence of

Dr. Paul Schoepi 3, convicted at Carlisle, Pennsyl-

vania, of the murder of Miss Stinnecke, on the

ground that the chemical evidence was insufficient

and failed to prove satisfactorily the presence of

hydrocyanic acid or any other poison in the stomach

of the deceased.

Pharmaceutical Preparations.
Mr. Frederick Brown, of Fifth and Cbastnut

streets, this city, one of our most accomplished

pharmaceutists has shown us a very fine preparation,

Sirop &Oranges Rouges de Malte, prepared by De-
jardin of Paris, and which is a very agreeable

syrup to use as a vehicle for the exhibition of bro-

mide of potassium and other remedies.

Mr. Brown also prepares the pure juice of the

dandelion root, which will often be found useful by

the physician, and is a much better preparation

than the extract.

Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.

Oil of Turpentine and Tapeworm.

Eds. Medicate, and Stjrgicael Beporter :

An article in your last issue on " Turpentine in

the Treatment of Tapeworm," by Dr. Kennedy,
of Iowa, suggests the following communication

:

That article extolled, and no doubt justly, the use

of ol. terebinth, as a powerful and efficacious reme-

dial agent in the affection alluded to. Beyond dis-

pute the Doctor was successful in the cases reported

;

but his experience in this large-dose treatment has

been limited—he only gives three cases.

With Dr. Kennedy, I put little faith in pumpkin
seeds, though at one time I fancied a specific for

tapeworm had been found in the oil of the seeds.

The fancy was illusory ; the success transient.

A few years ago there was a tapeworm Doctor in

this city, whether " regular," " irregular," or "defec-

tive" I cannot say. He claimed marvellous results

from pure pumpkin seeds ; but as far as I am in-

formed, he never gave his results to the professional

public. So I infer that he was not so successful as

he thought.

As regards turpentine, I confess I would be afraid

of the enormous dose given by Dr. Kennedy, com-

bined with ol. ricini. It appears to me it would be

safer, and more in accordance with a strict rationale,
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to follow in a few hours, the turpentine with the

castor oil.

The ordinary dose of turpentine for tapeworm is

^ss. twice a day, to be continued for some time, and

even in this dose, trouble has occurred. Dr. Ken-

nedy may not have experienced any trouble with

the cases coming under his treatment. Neverthe-

less, from such large doses of the terebinthinate, I

would fear
'

L Inflammation of the mucous surfaces.

II. Strangury, (unless free catharsis was speedy.)

III. Hematuria, as has frequently occurred.

However, of my own knowledge, I can say noth-

ing against the use of the oil as a remedy in taenia,

and, for my part, am thankful to Dr. Kennedy for

his experience. The suggestions I have thrown out

are intended simply to raise the question : Is it gen-

erally or always safe to administer such large doses

of ol. terebinth. ?

WMe on this subject, I would respectfully call the

attention of the profession to a treatment for the

tape-worm, which many consider almost infallible.

This treatment is good for both kinds of tape-worm

—the tsenia lata, as well as the taenia solium. I

woidd state that this treatment is not original with

me, but was communicated to me by my friend, Dr.

Julius Patzki, of the U. S. Army. I have never

seen it fail in a cas3; and Dr. Patzki, who has

had a large experience, reports an universal success.

First. At bed-time administer the following ca-

thartic powder

:

R. Pulv. potass, et Rhei, aa. grs. x.

Hydr. chlor. mit., grs. ij. M.
Chart. No. j.

The next morning, after a decided catharsis, and
on an empty stomach give

R. Kooso pulv., iziv.

Aquas, fjir. M.
Sig : Take in a quarter of an hour's time, in three

doses.

The action is speedy, and we might reckon the

danger as none—remembering that kooso even in

large doses, has no further effect than in occasioning

tinning in the stomach and some subsequent and
consequent vomiting.

According to Prof. G. B. Wood, " kooso appears

to operate exclusively as a poisou to the worms."
As I have remarked, I have never seen a case fail,

nor have I ever observed the slightest unpleasant ef-

fect following the administration of the remedies as

given above. Wm. Mason Tueneb.

Constitutional Effects of Bromide of Potassium.

Eds. Med. and Sueg. Repoetee:
I notice, in your issue of Sept. 11th, 1869, some

pertinent questions by Dr. Foeeman, relative to the

use of bromide of potassium in epilepsy. Most of

them are so unequivocally answered by Dr. Rey-
nolds, in his " System of Medicine," Vol. 2, ppl

968 P, that 1 quote the' answers directly from hi

note

;

" The cure of epilepsy is effected by doses varying,

for the adult, from five grains to forty grains, given

three times daily.

" That it is not the mere administration of the-

drug, but its presence in certain qua ntities,, tilat' is-

necessary for a cure.

" That the dose which shall prove curative is not

determined by either one of the following conditions :"

sex, age, duration of disease, frequency of attacks, .

severity of attack, or form of attack.

" That bromide of potassium does no harm, even t

when given in the largest doses I have mentioned,

for it may be taken for many months, and even for

years, without producing derangement of any sort,.

,

or in any direction.

" That the rash, or acne on the skin, which is oc-

casionally seen, is not determined by the • quantity *

of bromide that is taken. I have seen it after, a few.

doses, of five grains each, have been administers^'

and it has been absent, in many eases, where thirty

grains have been taken, three times daily, for periods,

of six, or even twelve months."

So far for Reynolds, and, apart from the indi-

vidual peculiarities of patients, the above propositions

have received a fair show of professional approval.

The late lamented Dr. C. B. Bbaman reports, in

the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, the ease
" of a soldier, afflicted with chronic alcoholism, in,

whose case, on two separate occasion, I have no-
ticed undoubted symptoms ofsevere gastric irritation,

from the administration of only forty grains of the

bromide during the twenty-four hours." It was
even given in divided doses.

I have now under observation a child not three

years of age, a confirmed epileptic, afflicted until of
late, as its mother avers, with a spasm almost every

hour of the day. Under the use of the bromide
the spasms have ceased to recur oftener than about
once a week. To this child the full adult dose of
Dr. Beown-Sequaed's formula has been given for

at least three months with the result of gradually

diminishing the frequency of the attacks and with-

out a single untoward symptom.
The formula, it is hardly necessary to add, is

—

R. Potass. Bromid.,
Ammon. "

Potass. Bicarbo.,

Tr. CalombaB,
Aquae,

Teaspoonful before each meal.

gvi.

gr.xv.

fjjss>

fpj. M*..

R.

Parturient Effects of Sulphate of Morphine.
Editoes of Medical and Suegical Repoetek.

I notice in the Repoetee, for Aug. 7th, an arti-

cle from the pen of Professor H. L. Byed, of Balti-

more, in reference to the parturient effects of mor-
phine, and, from the impression which the reading
of that article made upon my mind, I am induced to
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ask a small space in your journal that I may record

a case confirming the position taken by Professor

Byed, in regard to the effects of that drug in partu-

rition.

In December, 1865, was called to see, at 1 o'clock,

P. M., Mrs. F., who was in labor with her second

child; aged about twenty-five years, ofa strong healthy

constitution. She had been in labor with irregular

pains since early in the morning. On my arrival

I made an examination per vaginam—found the os

dilated only sufficient to admit the end of the finger.

I^left my patient, telling the attendants to call me as

soon as there was evidence that labor had fully set

in. Accordingly at seven or eight o'clock in the

evening, I was again summoned to see my patient

and found, upon making a second vaginal examina-

tion, that labor had fully set in—the head presenting,

^nd the os dilated to about the size of a twenty-five

cent silver piece.

The friends of the patient were not willing for me
to leave her and return to my office, although but a

short distance away, so about nine o'clock made
another vaginal examination, but finding no percep-

tible advancement in the labor I concluded to retire

—instructing the attendants to call me if needed. I

soon fell into a sound sleep but awoke about two or

three o'clock in the morning—got up and went into

the room where my patient was, to see how she was

getting along. Upon making another vaginal exam-

ination I found the os dilated to about the size of a

fifty cent silver piece, otherwise there was no ad-

vancement in the labor, although the pains had been

of good character up to about two hours previous to

that time, when her sister, who was present, inform-

ed me that the pains grew less in frequency and of

iless force.

She seemed to be tired and exhausted, having

been in labor nearly twenty-four hours, and as I

looked upon the labor as going to be a tedious one,

I made two powders, containing what I supposed

was about one-fourth or one-third of a grain of Sul-

phate of Morphine each—with directions to give one

immediately, and if needed to produce rest give the

other in one hour—keep the room dark and quiet,

that she might, if possible, get some rest and sleep,

by which the exhausted powers of nature, to an ex-

tent, would be restored and her labor brought to a

speedy conclusion.

With tLe above directions I went again to my
room and laid down. I had not been there more

than a half or three-quarters of an hour when one of

the attendants excitedly rushed into my room and

said they needed me immediately. In a moment I

was at the bedside of my patient, and, introducing

my hand under the cover along up the thighs to the

rubra, I found the head of the child already in the

world. In a moment longer it was born ; the pla-

centa came readily away, the uterus contracted

down well and in a few days rny patient was enjoy-

ing her usual good health.

Such is the history of a case about which I have

thought a great deal, and have been puzzled to know,

or explain, how delivery could take place so sud-

denly, when there was no further advancement in

labor, and when, to me, every symptom present indi-

cated a long and tedious labor.

I have often thought that, being young in obstetric

practice, I had not been able to discern the symp-

toms present sufficiently minute to correctly form a

prognosis of the case.

But since reading Professor Byrd's article, above

referred to, I am inclined to believe that the effects

of the morphine administered on that occasion,

caused the speedy termination of the labor. I am
aware that the effects of a medicine in one case does

not settle a therapeutic fact, but Professor Byrd says

he has had dozens of cases in which he has tested

the effects of morphine as a parturient; and will

those who are disposed to be incredulous carefully

read Prof. Byrd's article, and then explain the case

which I have above faithfully given. I think, my-

self, the profession (I mean ours) should be careful

in accepting therapeutic " facts ;" but, when certain

results or effects follow the administration of a

medicine, would it not be better to give it a fair

trial, and reject or accept it, as experience and ob-

servation dictate ?

While writing to you, I may say that the health

of our city is remarkably good. I hear old practi-

tioners here say that in twenty years they have not

seen so little general sickness.

After a vacation of two and a half months, the

Academy of Medicine meets next Monday evening,

Sept. 6th, and will meet weekly until about the

middle of next June—1870.

The announcements of the various medical col-

leges here, have been out for some time, and good

classes are anticipated. Students attending here in

the future will have the advantages of a more tho-

rough clinical course of instruction, owing to the

completion of our new city hospital. Clinical medi-

cine will be one of the chief features in the instruc-

tion of students in Cincinnati in the future.

J. W. Hadlock, M. D.

Cincinnati, Sept. 3d, 1869.

A Case of Opium Poisoning Believed by the

Hypodermic Application of Belladonna.

Eds. Med. and Surg. Kepoetee :

It is a remarkable fact in the experience of physi-

cians, that opium poisoning is comparatively a rare

accident, when it is taken into consideration how in-

discriminately and carelessly it is used by all classes

of people. The most ignorant nurse often adminis-

ters the various preparations of opium, with as much

self-confidence as though she or he was as conversant

with the effects of the drug as Pereira or Wood. And
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yet, we are warned by such authority as " Taylor on

Poisons," that " it is important for Physicians to re-

member that infants and young persons are liable to

be killed by very small doses of opium
;
they appear

to be peculiarly susceptible to the effects of this poi

son." Many cases are recorded establishing the truth

of tins assertion ; for instance : a child, four and a

half years old, died in seven hours, after takingfour

grains of Dover's Powder ; and another child, nine

months old, died in a few hours from the poisonous

effects of four drops of laudanum. I have seen in my
own experience, a child, one year old, killed in a few

hours, by six drops of laudanum, given by a person

totally ignorant of the poisonous effects of the medi-

cine.

In regard to the time required for the fatal absorp-

tion of opium, we are informed by two standard au

thors, " Christison and Taylor," that it may occur

within fifteen minutes, or it may take several hours.

In children, fatal symptoms often commence in a

few minutes.

Case.—July 11th, 1869, 8 o'clock, a. m.—I was

requested by Dr. M. G. Moore to visit a colored

child, aged eighteen months, which had taken,

through mistake, twenty-five drops of the officinal

tinct. of opium. The following was a brief history

of the case

At 6 o'clock, a. m., the mother intended to ad

minister to the child twenty-five drops of paregoric,

for simple diarrhoea; but a half heur afterwards dis-

covered that she had given laudanum. About 7

o'clock she gave it some coffee, and then becoming

alarmed at the disposition to stupor, carried it to Dr.

Moore, who lived near. It vomited about the time

it reached the doctor's, either from the effects of the

laudanum or the coffee, as it had taken no emetic.

The doctor says that the symptoms of fatal narcot-

ism, were so manifest when he first saw the child,

that he considered it " hopeless" under the ordinary

treatment.

He, therefore, immediately determined to invite

me to try the hypodermic use of belladonna.

At 8 o'clock, two hours after the opium had been

taken, we found the child in the following condi-

tion : muscular system entirely relaxed, extremities

cold, sweating freely, breathing stertorous and very

slow, pupils very much central and insensible to

light, pulse feeble, small and slow. Strong sinapisms

to the spme and abdomen, and the effort to force it

to swallow a little brandy and water would partially

rouse it, but it would immediately pass into the

comatose state again.

FThe child was quite feeble from an attack of

diarrhoea, which increased the uncertainty of its

recovery. Dr. Moore had prepared a solution of

the alcoholic extract of belladonna (having no atro-

pia) of 2 grains of the extract to 1 drachm of pure

water. I injected into the arm, just below the deltoid

muscle, I of this solution containing | grain of the

extract. There being no perceivable effect from the

Delladonna, in fifteen minutes, I repeated the same
dose. Fifteen minutes more passed, and there was
still no change for the better—the coma seemed

gradually becoming more profound. I now in-

jected twice the quantity of the solution, containing

I grain of the belladonna. In five minutes there

was very evident change in the condition of the

little patient ; the pupils began to dilate and become
more sensible to light, pulse more regular and dis-

tinct, skin warmer, breathing more normal, and it

could be much more easily aroused. By 10 o'clock,

four hours after taking the opium, the serious symp-
toms were so much relieved that we left it, with

directions to give it small doses of brandy every

hour, and keep it awake whenever it seemed to

sleep too soundly. Dr. Moore saw it again at 12

o'clock M., and found it doing so well that the only

further treatment necessary was a small dose of

castor oil during the evening.

The doctor saw it again the following morning

and learned from the mother that there had been no
bad eflects either from the laudanum or belladonna,

since the narcotism from the former passed off.

This case seems to us to present a fair test of the

virtues of belladonna, in opium poisoning. The
patient certainly received no treatment which, with-

out the belladonna, would probably have relieved

the grave symptoms existing in the case.

Wetumpka, Ala. E. Mason, M. D.

Morphia in Obstetrics.

Eds. Med. and Surg. Rep. :

I have read with much interest the articles lately

published in your invaluable journal on the " par-

turient effects of the Sulphate of Morphia." An
experience of twenty-five years in the practice of

obstetrics has convinced me that however plausible

the cases adduced may seem, there is in my opinion

no direct parturient effect on the gravid uterus pro-

duced by the action of morphia. It is true, that by
its administration a decided indirect effect is pro-

duced, whereby the action of an apparently inert

uterus is aroused, pseudo pains allayed, and nature

allowed to assert her prerogative. I can recall to

mind many cases, in fact they are of common occur-

rence, where irregular pains which for hours have

oppressed the poor, tired patient, are at once

promptly relieved by the foot bath and a dose of

morphine. I have also seen the same irregular

pains relieved by a prompt bleeding, without attri-

buting to either any specific parturient action. I

have also seen cases where regular pains have con-

tinued after morphine had been given without any

particular increase of uterine action, when a dose

of ergot, properly administered at the proper time,

would bring labor to a sudden close. One case in

point I will relate, which took place since reading

Dr. Bybd's article on the use of morphia as a par-
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turient : Mrs. G. primapara, had been married seven

years ; was requested to hurry, as labor pains were

severe ; found her suffering from excruciating but

regular pains, located in the epigastrium and left

hip. I at once ordered the foot-bath, and gave her

her \ gr. morphia, with the immediate effect of

quieting all her pains, and producing rest for all

parties during the residue of the evening.

Two weeks after I was called again, found pains

more frequent and regular, referred to the back and

abdomen. Vaginal examination showed that the

os was slowly but surely dilating, and regular labor

was taking place ; ordered foot bath, as is my cus-

tom in most cases. Pains continued with but

slightly increased force ; administered a dose of mor-

phine, for the purpose of expediting matters if possi-

ble, but with no other effect than of restoring almost

entire cessation of pain for half an hour. Fains

again return ; os well dilated, in two hours gave

another dose of morphia. Severe pains alleviated as

before only to return, with but slightly increased ac-

tion ; head continued to advance but slowly for some

three hours longer, when they partially ceased, or a

least ceased to be effective, although the head had

nearly passed a well dilated os.

Two doses of ergot now administered at proper in-

tervals roused up uterine action, and the child was

soon born, sound and healthy. In this case morphia

with such other adjuvants as lady assistants are ac-

customed to use, had but little if any direct parturi-

ent effect, and this is but one of many similar cases

that might be adduced. I am aware that morphia
occasionally assists indirectly so powerfully that its

effects would be almost, in some cases, deemed spe-

cific ; and yet, when we consider its action as an

anodyne on the general system, we should be con-

tent to give it its proper place as a parturient in al-

laying pseudo-pains, the only reliable specific power
it has in my opinion.

Thos. Shannon, M. D.
Campbell, N. Y., Sept. 11, 1869.

Turpentine in Tape-worm.
Editors of Med. and Surg. Reporter :

I wish to add my testimony to the efficacy of olei

terebinth, for the expulsion of tsernia solium. I have
given it intwenty-one^cases during a practice of forty

years in doses of from one to three ounces, combined
with castor oil or milk, when the stomach was
empty, and it has every case destroyed and expelled

the entire worm, f
In one case, a girl 14 years old, the worm meas-

ured thirty feet in length ; in another, a robust man,
35 years old, twenty-two feet. I agree with Dr.

Kennedy, in your issue of the 18th instant, and be-

lieve the ol. tereb. a specific, and as far as my ex-

perience goes, the only specific for tapeworm.

A. J. Chadsey, M. D.
New York City.

News and Miscellany.

The New German Hospital, New York.

We are indebted to the New York Tribune for the

following description of this new structure

:

One of the pavilions of the new German Hospital

in Seventy-seventh street, which has been in pro-

cess of erection for the last three years, was formally

opened for the reception of patients recently. The
pavilion is one of the four intended to be erected

on the block bounded by Seventy-sixth and Seventy-

seventh streets, and Lexington and Fourth avenues,

and is situated "on the southeast corner of Seventy-

seventh street and Fourth avenue. The building is

167 feet in length, 52 feet in width at the ends and
32 feet in the centre. The height is 66 feet, divided

into cellar, basement, and three stories, the ceilings

of the latter being each sixteen feet in height. The
ends of the pavilion are turrets, *52 by 30 feet in

width, and containing the wards for patients. In

the east turret are the physicians' and nurses' rooms

(each of the latter overlooking a ward,) con-

valescent and dining-halls, pantries, scullery,

linen-room, dumb-waiter, operating room, and a

fire-proof stairway running from the basement to

the attic. In the west turret, on each floor, are the

water-closets, steam, vapor, and other baths, all

separated from the wards by a spacious lobby. The
water-closets and drains are all connected with the

large chimney of the boiler, thus securing a constant

draft, which carries off the foul air. The large

wards, three in number, are situated between the

turrets, one on each floor, and are 27 feet in width,

by 100 m length. Each ward contains 32 beds, has

all
f
the necessaries of a hospital, and gives 1,431

cubic feet of space to each patient. There is also

a small ward in the basement, which, with the others,

gives a total capacity for about 90 patients. The
gas-lights in the wards have been placed within

flues at the head of each bed, the opening from the

flues being covered with ground glass, thus giving a

subdued and pleasant light, not annoying to the pa-

tients. A slight opening is left from the roof into

the flue, through which the bad air escapes to the

roof. Numerous dust flues have been constructed,

and the sweepings are conducted from every floor in-

to a receptacle in the cellar. In addition to the

mode of ventilation already mentioned, there are a
fan or air-pump, and ample natural ventilation—the

doors in the wards all having fan-lights over them,

and the windows being opposite each other and
reaching nearly to the ceiling. The building is

heated by steam throughout, and all the registers

are so arranged with valves that the admission of

heated or cold air can be regulated from the rooms,

by the aid of wires extending to the air chambers,

opening or shutting a valve for cold air or hot air,

thus readily changing the temperature. The sash
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windows are double-glazed, with the space of an

inch between the glass, thus preventing condensation

and dampness and the formation of ice upon the

windows. In the basement are two boilers for heat-

ing the building, for the laundry, and for pumping
water into five large iron tanks in the attic. There

are also, in the basement the usual store rooms,

kitchens, coal-bunkers, etc. The materials of the

building are brick and stone, and the exterior pre-

sents a very fine appearance. The architect was

Mr. Carl PfeifFer, and the cost was $190,000. The
opening ceremonies were very brief, and consisted

merely of a few remarks from ex-Mayor Gunthe»-

and Dr. Krackowizer. The management of the

Kospital is vested in a medical board consisting of

Dr. E. Krackowizer, Dr. Lolman and Dr. E. Cin-

swer. The resident and visiting physicians number
over twenty. The corps of nurses and other at-

tendants has already been appointed, and patients

of every nationality will be received now at any
time.

Chloral—A New Anaesthetic.

Mo^sieuk Liebreich has presented a memoir to

the Academie des Sciences, which contains some in-

teresting details concerning a new anaesthetic he has

just discovered. An important difference between

this new chemical compound, which he calls " chlo-

ral," and all other substances used for the purpose

of producing insensibility, is, that it is administered

by absorption instead of inhalation, and this enables

the dose applied to be measured with greater accu-

racy. On passing into the system it becomes de-

composed into formiate of potassium and chloroform,

and produces more perfect insensibility than either

ordinary chloroform or ether. Its use is said to be

unattended by any danger. In a very painful and
difficult operation lately performed on a woman M

4

Liebreich applied chloral with perfect success, the

patient being kept under its influence for over two
hours.

The Blind Preacher.

The Rev. William H. Milburn, the well-known

blind preacher, has just returned from a long absence

in Europe, whither he went seeking aid from Graeffe,

the noted oculist of Berlin. The operation he went
through was successful to a certain extent, but has

not as yet at all improved the vision, Mr. Milburn still

having only a vague impression of light, without

being able to see even the outlines of objects. He
returns, however, in excellent health, proposing a

winter's campaign among the Lyceums with " What
a blind man saw in Paris," and " What a blind man's

experience was in searching for light," and hoping

in the spring to go back for another, and, as he trusts,

successful operation. His address for some little

time will be at Jacksonville, Illinois.

Insanity Items.

In Brooklyn, Sept. 22, Mrs. Halpine, in a fit

of insanity, took the life of her son, eight years old.

She fastened the door of the room, and deliberately

attacked him with a hatchet and crushed in his skull.

In West Concord, New Hampshire, on the

21st, a church nearly ready for re-occupancy, after

undergoing repairs, was burned. Loss $10,000. An
insane man is in custody suspected of having set fire

to the church.

An ex-policeman of Jersey city, Daniel Mc-<

Namara, cut his wife's throat on Tuesday night,

while laboring under a fit of temporary insanity.

They resided in Jersey city. The wife will die.

A physician of Portage county, Ohio, relates

a case within his knowledge where a boy, now some

fifteen years old, has used tobacco since the age of

five months. When five months old, being a nervous

and fretful child, a plug of tobacco was placed in his

mouth and produced a soothing effect. The remedy

was often used during infancy, and through the

teething period, and before the child could talk

plainly it was a confirmed tobacco chewer.

Dr. Ezra Carr, of New Hampshire, formerly

professor in Castleton Medical College, has been

appointed professor of Agriculture, Agricultural

Chemistry, and Horticulture in the University

California, San Francisco.

A Chicago physician, much devoted to real

estate speculations, and rather absent-minded, re-

plied to the question of a lady how his prescription

was to betaken: "One-quarter down; balance in

one, two and three years."

A headless body,{found near some water in

Arkansas, was deemed a proper subject of inquest.

The jury returned a- verdict of " accidental drown-

ing."

The titular membership in the Section of

Pathological Surgery in the Paris Academy of Medi-

cine, vacant by the death of the celebrated surgeon,

M. Velpeau, has been conferred, by a majority of

votes of the Academy, on M. Verneuil.

Dr. Evan C. Shortlidge, of Chester county

Pa., has been appointed physician to accompany the

Friends' commission to the Indians of the Omaha
Reservation. We understand that he is to receive a

handsome salary and have his expenses borne.

The Cattle Plague is making dreadful

ravages in Austria. The herds in Gallicia are

decimated by the disease, which has been in-

troduced by animals imported from Russia.

The plague has been unfortunately extending

its limits far and wide, and has reached Hun-
gary, where the rearing and fattening of stock

is carried on on a great scale.
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MARRIED.

Bertolett—Hardman—September 9th, at the resi-

dence of the bride's father, at New Philadelphia, Ohio, J.
B. Bertolett, M. D., of Leetonia, Ohio, and Miss Maggie
Hardman.
Beowsback—Baird In this city, on the 15th ult., by

the Rev. M. Ballou, at the residence of the bride's parents,
O. W. Brownback, M. D., of Pendleton, Indiana, and
Miss Kate K. Baird, daughter of Alexander Baird, Esq.,
of Philadelphia.

Clingman—Morgan—On June 23d, at the residence
of the Bride's parents, No. 168 Ontario street, by the Key.
Father Quigley, Louis P. Clingman and Mary E., only
daughter of Dr. A. G. Morgan, ail of Chicago, Illinois.

Goddard—Jordan—On August 26th, by the Rev. A.
D. Mitchell, Dr. Charles E. Goddard, Surgeon U. S. A.,
and Mrs. Emily A. Walborn, daughter of Edward C. Jor-
dan, Esq., of Walnut Hill, Dauphin county, Pa.

O'brien—Comstock—September 11, at Drummond-
ville, Niagara Palls, Canada, by the Rev. J. A. F. Mc-
Bain, Dr. I. J. O'Brien andMissMary J., daughter of the
late Nathan Comstock, Esq., all of New York.

Shields—Harvey—September 2d, at the residence of

Henry B. Harvey, in Troy, N. Y., by the Rev. J. N. Mul-
ford. J. Milton Shields, M. D., of Covode, Pa., and Miss
Emily A. Harvey, of Troy.

Simpson—Mitchell.—In Bedford, Indiana, September
14th, by Elder J. Z. Taylor, Dr. J. D. Simpson, late of
Owen county, Kentucky, and Miss Mattie, daughter of

J. A. MitchelL

DIED.

Chambers.—In this city, on the 24th ult., Harry Clif-

ford, infant son of Dr. William C. and Mary S. Chambers.

Orton At Caldwell, Essex county, New Jersey, Sep-
tember 17 , Dr. James Orton, in the 83d year of his age.

OBITUARIES.
SOLOMON D. TOWNSEND, M. D.

Dr. Solomon D. Townsend, who died in Boston, Mass.,

on the 19th ult., after a brief illness of only a few hours'

duration, was a son of the late Dr. David Townsend, and
was born in Boston on the 1st of Maich, 1793. His father

was a well-known physician ofthat city, and after serving

in the Army of the Revolution was, during the greater part

of his professional life, Surgeon of the Naval Hospital in

Chelsea, and held other offices of trust and distinction.

Dr. Townsend was graduated at Harvard College in 1811,

a classmate ef Hon. Edward Everett, Rev. Dr. Frothing-

ham, Chancellor Duukin, of South Carolina, and other

well-known A'umni. Having completed the studies of

medicine, he entered the service of the United States as a

naval surgeon, and in that capacity spent three years of

his early life. While serving in the Mediterranean, his

friendship began with Admiral—then midshipman—Far-
rigut, an intimacy the remembrance of which he always

fondly cherished. He was for many years one of the sur-

geons of the Massachusetts General Hospital, where his

beautifully-finished marble bust now stands as a memo-
rial of his kind and skillful services to the poor who came
under his care. The Massachusetts Chaiitable Eye and
Ef.r Infirmary will miss his constant and faithful pres-

ence, as President of its Board of Directors, and remem-
ber gratefully the deep interest he always took in all its

concerns. His professional skill, his uniform courtesy

and kindness of heart, and the unbending integrity of his

character, won for him in every station of life respect and
steem. He was, in the truest f ense of the word, a Christian

man, unselfish, living for others, unambitious of fame,

simple-hearted, generous, child-like and true. He lived

without an enemy, and died peacefully a« he had lhed,

manifesting the same calm serenity in the last hour that

had marked all the hours of his good life.

x OTHNIEL H. TATLOR, M. D.

On Wednesday, September 7, Dr. Othniel M. Taylor for

many years a very promising physician and a highly es-

teemed citizen of Camden, New Jersey, was buried, in
the presence of a very large concourse of people. The
Doctor had lived to the good old age of sixty-six, and had
always been an active and useful man. His skill as a phy-
sician was universally conceded, and hence he became
remarkably popular. He had been in declining health for

more than two years, and his death casts a melancholy
gloom over a large number of acquaintances and rela-

tives. The deceased pursued his medical studies in Phil-

adelphia under the private instructions of that celebrated
surgeon, the late Thomas T. Hewson, M. D., and gradu-

ated at the university of Pennsylvania in 1825. During
the prevalence of the cholera in 1832 , he distinguished

himse If by volunteering his professional services in one
of the several cholera hospitals established by the munici-
pality, which was under the immediate supervision
of the late Joseph Parrish, M. D. In company with others
he received the delicate testimonial of gratitude voted by
the city councils to those professional men who so nobly
risked their lives, under that reign of terror, in the per-

formance of extremely dangerous duties, in the very face
of that appaling pestilence.

PETER MARK ROGET, F. R. C. P.

P. M. Roget, the distinguished physician whose death is

just announced in London, was a Fellow of the Royal
Society and of the Royal College of Physicians. His
father was the minister of a Swiss church in London, and
married the sister of Sir Samuel Romilly. Dr. Roget is

best known by his valuable "Thesaurus of English
Words and Phrases," and his contribution to the Bridge-

water Treatises on -''Animal and Vegetable Physiology."

He wrote various mathematical papers and contributed

largely to the medical and philosophical reviews. For
some time he held a Professorship of Physiology at the

Royal College. He was ninety years of age.

QUERIES AND REPLIES.

Obstinate Constipation.—Messrs. Editors—In an-
swer to the inquiry of H. M. Bber, M*. D., in the case of
" Obstinate Constipation" in your issue of the 18th instant
" can you advise any means by which the colon may be
excited to action, other, than what has been em-
ployed ?" let me recommend electro-galvanism. Pass
the current from the spine over or above the origin of the
nerves of the colon through that part of the bowels, and
if necessary, through the whole of the alimentary canal,
until the nerves which produce the contractile or peris-
talic motion of the bowels are excited to action as they
are undoubtedly paralyzed. I have seen electricity pro-
duced by the first electric machine in the country, while
patient sat on the insulated stool, overcome passive cost-
iveness which had resisted all other remedies tried, and
for the last twenty-five years I have used the electro gal-
vanic battery with almost entire success, in such cases. I
confidently recommend it after a long experience.

A. J. Chadery, M. D.

Dr. W. P., of Ind—" Has a physician who held a post
in the army, with the rank of colonel, lieutenant colonel,
etc., a right to sign his name with and claim the title in
civil life ? "

Ans—He certainly has
; quite as much so as any other

honorably discharged officer. But in practice it is usually

dropped, chief!}', we suppose, because it is better in a
business point of view for a physician to be known as

" Doctor," rather than " colonel " or " captain," and be-

cause it is (or ought to be) a more honorable title than

the military one.

Dr. S. G. S., West Va The price of last edition of Tilt

on Uterine Therapeutics, (1869,) is S3 50.

JfOT. 6
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Communications.

HOSPITAL GLEANINGS.
By J. B. Burnet, M. D.,

Of Newark, N. J.

CASE OF RUPTURE OF URETHRA FROM A KICK.

David Kerely, set. 7, a native of the United

States, was admitted Lo Bellevue Hospi-

tal on August 11th. On admission, he was

found to be suffering from the effects of a kick

upon the penis, received about noon the day

previous (10th). He had emptied his bladder

about two hours before the injury. He suf-

fered intense pain immediately after the kick,

and all night, and on the next morning a few

drops of urine came from him. When ad-

mitted, his symptoms were of the gravest

character; countenance hippocratic; pulse rapid

and feeble, with excessive tenderness over

abdomen and penis. An attempt to introduce

a small silver catheter failed. A small No. 1

gum catheter was at last introduced, but got

into a false passage. On withdrawing it and

taking a new direction, the surgeon in charge

succeeded in drawing off four ounces (3 iv) of

urine. His urine was subsequently passed

every few hours in bed. His scrotum was
much swollen, and on the second day became
gangrenous, the gangrene gradually extend-

ing up each groin to the umbilicus. Incisions

were made and poultices applied. No urine

escaped by the incisions, but a strong urinous

odor was noticed about the patient. Morphia
in solution (Magendie) was given until death,

in doses sufficient to keep him quiet. He lin-

gered, without taking any food, until Au-
gust 15th.

AUTOPSY FIVE HOURS AFTER DEATH.
Body ill-nourished; no marks of violence ex-

cept about the penis. On cutting through the

gangrenous portion a strong smell of urine

was noticed. Thoracic viscera healthy. The
ureters and pelves of the kidneys were dis-

tended with urine. The bladder was filled,

extending about four (4) inches above the

pubes. Upon dissecting out the bladder and
urethra, a rupture of the latter was found
about \ an inch in front of the bulb, directly

under the ascending ramus of the pubes, on
the right side. The rupture was 4 of an inch

in length. There was no peritonitis, the ex-

travasation being entirely outside of the ab-

dominal walls. The position of the rupture

was suspected from the direction the catheter

took when first passed. A small round calcu-

lus was found in the bladder.

CASE OF RUPTURE OF THE LITER *AND
KIDNEY FROM A BLOW.

M. Foley, set. 30, was admitted to Bellevue

Hospital on August 22d. He had been struck

in the right side by a falling bucket of bricks,

at 11 A. M. of the same day ; was received

two hours after the accident in a state of col-

lapse, pulseless, blanched, lips blue and cold.

He was suffering great pain in the affected side,

but had no mark of violence whatever. Two
or three broken ribs discovered ; all treatment

was directed to his collapsed condition,

warmth, stimulants, etc. He was perfectly

sensible. Had no paralysis, and in short com-
plained of nothing but the pain in his side and
exhaustion. He gradually sank and died Aug.
23d., 2 A. M.

AUTOPSY NINE HOURS AFTER DEATH.

No marks of violence anywhere on the

body; thoracic viscera normal; abdomen
opened; extravasated blood in the substance

of the omentum and beneath it; fluid blood

in great quantity in the abdominal cavity
;
7th,

8th and 9th ribs broken; the liver was found

ruptured transversely through the right lobe,
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the fissure traversing its whole extent ; from

this other smaller fissures radiated into the

left lobe; an immense bloody tumor was found

on the right side, extending from the dia-

phragm to the cavity of the pelvis. The centre

of this tumor was the kidney, ruptured into

three distinct pieces, with several comminuted

pieces; no marks of injury were found on the

inner aspect of the abdominal or thoracic.

walls.

PUMPKIN SEEDS IN TREATMENT OF
TAPE WORM.

By Dr. O. B. Griggs.

Of Mansfield Center Ct.,

In the Reporter of Sept. 18th, I notice

that Dr. Kennedy, of Iowa, has an article on

the use of " Turpentine in the Treatment of

Tape "Worm," in which he disparages "the

horse that has carried me safely over"—per-

haps because he mounted him with his face

the wrong way.

Turpentine f^j. or ij. with Olei ricini ffij. is

an exceedingly unpleasant dose to take, and

its effects upon the patients, as well as upon

the worm are very disagreeable, and should be

avoided (so far as the patient is concerned) if

possible.

I wish to add my testimony in favor of the

pumpkin seed which I believe to be just as effi-

cacious—much more pleasant to take, and less

disagreeable in its operation than the turpen-

tine.

To illustrate the manner in which it has

operated in my hands, I will relate two cases.

About four years ago I was called to see E.

H. F., a robust, healthy farmer, about fifty

years of age, who had been passing pieces of

tape worm for several months, without know-

ing what they were, until he showed me some

of the pieces, and I informed him. His health

had not materially suffered but he had a vora-

cious appetite, and was obliged to get up in

the night to eat. I ordered him

Be. Olei ricini,

" terebinth., aa ffj.

Muc. acacia:, q.s. M.
Fiat mist.

S. To be taken in the morning—fasting.

It operated powerfully but did not bring

away the worm, and the man said he had as

lief keep the worm as to take any more of the

medicine. He continued to pass pieces of the

worm as before for five or six weeks, when he

wished me to make another trial to expel it.

I took six ounces of pumpkin seeds and

pounded them in a mortar to a coarse powder

;

then put them in a quart bowl and covered

them with cold water, and let them stand

over night. In the morning I poured the

emulsion upon a cloth strainer and added

water slowly until what I had pressed through

amounted to one pint—resembling in appear-

ance*milk porridge. I ordered the man to eat

no breakfast, but to take instead the pint of
emulsion. In about four hours it operated

powerfully (without pain) and brought away
the worm entire—head and all—measuring

seventeen feet in length. There was no re-

currence of the trouble.

The other case—Miss E. J. F., aged about
twenty years, has passed pieces of tape worm
for several weeks—was rather thin in flesh

and had a craving appetite ; otherwise health

was good. Ordered the emulsion of pumpkin
seeds, same as in the other case. In about

five hours the worm was expelled, whole mea-
suring I83 feet. No other remedy was admin-

istered and there has been no return of symp-
toms indicating the existence of tape worm.
Other cases might be given but the above

are sufficient to illustrate the manner in which
the remedy has operated in my hands. In no
case have I known it to fail. I have no desire

to disparage the value of turpentine as an
anthelmintic, but think I have reason to be-

lieve that pumpkin seeds, when properly ad-

ministered, is a valuable remedy for tape

worm.

" THAT CASE OF CANCER."
(See Reporter July 17, 1869.)

The absence of the attending and consulting

physicians from the autopsy of Mrs. Dr. M.
was sincerely regretted by those present. One
of them, at least, should have been there

;

and the explanation of his absence rests with

himself, though his article would imply differ-

ently.

We published our observations, not in the

least expecting, and with no intention of open-

ing a captious controversy; but with the object

of allaying the outside speculation as to the

nature of the disease under which the afflicted

lady had suffered,—to quiet the many contra-

dictory statements on dit as emanating from

the medical gentlemen in attendance, and to

gratify the curiosity of Dr. M's numerous med-
ical friends.

It appears from Dr. G's article that these
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various contradictory statements did not orig-

inate with the attending and consulting phy-

sicians, but on the contrary, there was a per-

fect unanimity of sentiment from the first

—

that they corroborated and sustained each

other. The one diagnosing it to be an iliac

abscess—a threatened abscess around the coe-

cum—and another, a stercoraceous abscess. We
must confess ourselves incapable of discover-

ing in this statement, even with a mental mi-

croscope, the vaunted unanimity of opinion.

Iliac abscess, typhlitis, and peri typhlitis we
have heretofore always regarded in our nosol-

ogy as different diseases, originating strictly

in different localities, and not as synonomous
expressions—that they had even been classed

as belonging to different departments of med-
ical science.

The symptoms. Those quoted from P rofes-

sor Gross as characteristic of stercoraceous

abscess, are no more characteristic of that than

they are of iliac, psoas, Yelpeau's subapon-
eurotic abscess, or cancer, when large and adhe-

rent to the external integuments. The pres-

ence of air in that region does not surprise us,

whatever the nature of the tumor, and there-

fore we fail to see its diagnostic value.

To make a differential diagnosis we would
require other symptoms, both objective and
subjective, than those given, and cannot con-

sider them as invalidating the result of the

sectio cadaveris.

Certain questions are proposed which we are

assured, if answered candidly, will settle the

question of diagnosis.

The first and second questions have no in-

fluence upon the subject at issue whatever. A
cancer could adhere to any part of the colon,

and by its adhesions the latter become impli-

cated and communications are established. The
unnumbered question implying that cancerous

tumors do not form extensive adhesions is no-

toriously erroneous. The third interrogatory

as to the means by which the cancerous nature

of the tumor was determined is germain.

"We had no microscope, and our visual or-

gans, consisting of three pair, and not quite so

inexperienced as Dr. G. would insinuate,

though incapable of discerning cancer cells,

convinced us that the abscess, which only the

persistent objections of the afflicted lady pre-

vented from being incised, was wow est inventus,

that there was a tumor as described, which had
all the characteristics of a cancer. The evi-

dence before us, taken in connection with the

history of the case, the attachments, and size

of the tumor, there being no abscess, and the

products of inflammation secondary, the age
of the lady, cancer hereditary in the family,

left us no resource but to designate it as

retro-peritoneal cancer, the duration of the

lady's illness to the " contrary notwithstand-
ing."

Is Dr. G. not aware that these tumors arrive

at an astonishing size in a very short period

of time? Prof. Bamberger gives an account

of one which, in the period of four months,
weighed twenty-four pounds, and of another

that in two months attained the size of a

child's head.

(The above statement is from Dr. Jacob
Bitter, of Liverpool, Pa., and the other phy-

sicians present at the autopsy, and as this is

a personal controversy, in which both sides

have been heard, we shall decline granting

further space to it in The Reporter.—Eds.)

A CASE OF MIDWIFERY.
By Dr. F. A. Roop,

Of Galestown, Md.

June 29th, 1869, about 5 o'clock, p. m., I was
sent for in consultation by Dr. Shipley, in the

case of Mrs. S. V., in labour with her second
child. She had been in labor all the night be-

fore; about 10 o'clock, a. m., "lelt something
break loose." After dinner the old lady in at-

tendance discovered " something wrong." Dr.

S. was sent for ; on his arrival and examination,

he had me called ; found a case of shoulder

presentation, the left arm protruding exter-

nally the whole length, pains slow and feeble;

patient six feet tall, and very stout. I sug-

gested to Dr. S. the position (recommended by
Dr. T. G. Thomas, I think of New York,
which I read in your journal,) placing the pa-

tient upon her knees, with face downwards,

a pillow in addition being placed under her
knees. After remaining in this posture some
15 minutes, she turned upon her back, and the

uterus had receded so far into the abdominal
cavity, that we could not reach it. After some
time, the original trouble presented again as

bad as ever ; we again tried inversion, but she

could not bear the position. Dr. S. proposed

waiting sometime in hope of spontaneous evo-

lution, but in vain. He attempted to turn and de-

liver by the feet; after some time, he succeed-

ed in bringing the right foot partially down

;

it eluded his grasp repeatedly ; I placed a fil-

let on the ankle, and so retained it in posi-

tion. Dr. S. still trying to complete the ope-
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ration, without success, he gave it up, said he
was exhausted and could do no more ; all this
time the left arm protruded externally nearly
full length. I then took charge of the case,
and after some effort, succeeded in returning
the arm and hand to the cavity of the uterus,
and passing my hand up the right leg to the
buttocks, when I found the thigh of the left
leg with the knee bent back

; by manipulating
I got the foot and brought it down, and soon
delivered a large dead child. When the child
ceased to live, I had no means of knowing,
but I think it must have been dead some hours.
The mother recovered very rapidly ; no com-
plication; she had expected to be confined
some six weeks sooner ; was so large that we
expected her to have twins. In her first la-
bor, near three years ago, I delivered her of
a large child by turning it, being a breech pre-
sentation.

m

1 do not suppose this to be a very extraor-
dinary case, but it shows the advantage of the
" inverted' > position. There was plenty of
room

, and the pains were not strong. I should
have been glad to have had the knowledge of
the benefits to be derived from this change of
position years ago, having to eviscerate the
dead foetus in a similar case, and then finding
great difficulty in turning and delivering.
Here permit me to state that I invariably

apply a bandage or binder on the woman im-
mediately after the delivery of the placenta'
medical Societies,and wise men to the contrary,
and have never seen any of the evils that
they state result from its use. It may be con-
sidered in Montgomery county, Pa., and other
locations, as distinguishing a low grade of civ-

ilization, but in this section or climate I have
seen it of benefit, and in cases where it had
not been applied, or when applied, removed
too soon, I have been called to see females
in a fainting and sinking condition, and have
applied it to their immediate relief, and shall
continue to use it as long as I find that it does
good and not harm.

There is another new idea being discussed
in medical. associations, viz: The impropriety
of tying the funis. Does it not seem strange
that a body of wise men met for mutual im-
provement can find nothing more important
to discuss than this simple operation, and ad-
journ with the intention of again discussing its

merits
; is there nothing of more importance

to examine ?

In the number of your Journal, Aug. 28th,
369, is an article on Phytolacca Decandra,by

r

Societies. [Vol. xxi.

Dr. 0. Crook. In giving directions how to pre-
pare the tincture he does not state whether
the root is to be used in its green or dried
state, as there would be considerable differ-
ence in the strength of tincture. He omitted
this fact, but I hope our brethren will be a lit-

tle more exact in their formulas.

Medical Societies.

CINGDTffATI ACADEMY OF MEDI-
CINE.

Sept. 20th, 1869.

TREATMENT OF BUBO BY COMPRESSION.

.
• By A. P. Judkins, M. D.

(Reported by Dr. Hadlock).

The division of adenitis into three forms—first,
simple, or inflammatory, second, virulent or conta-
gious, third, indolent, or indurated—simplifies the
treatment, and, in the majority of cases, indicates
the means that are required to restore the diseased
gland to its normal condition.

It is of the first two divisions that we prefer to
speak. The third division, that of indurated bubo,
resulting from general infection of the system—con-
stitutional treatment by mercury is the only means
that will benefit the patient, all local remedies being
merely palliative.

Simple adenitis—with its several causes of gon-
orrhoea, strains, excessive venery. etc., has for its

treatment many different means, such as rest,

leeches, mercurial ointment, etc., etc., and, in some
cases, general anti-syphilitic medication.
But cases are frequently met with where the pa-

tient cannot submit to this character of treatment
either from risk of exposure, or because he cannot,
or will not keep his bed.

In these cases, after leeching, the mercurial oint-

ment was applied, and as little exercise taken as
possible, and in some cases the spica bandage was
applied. But all these means have their disadvan-
tage.

The mercurial ointment is greasy and disagreea-
ble, the spica bandage is annoying to both patient
and physician, and, if leeches have been applied,
there is danger from secondary hemorrhage, espe-
cially if the patient moves about much.

I have, therefore, adopted the treatment of Dr.
Chase, of Boston, in these cases, of using direct com-
pression by means of adhesive plaster, either in
strips, or in one piece applied over, and extending
about half an inch beyond the edges of the inflamed
gland. After letting the plaster remain three or four
days, remove it, and apply a fresh piece, and so on
until the swelling has disappeared, which it generally
does in from ten to fourteen days.
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In the second form, (the virulent or contagious,)

before the appearance of pus, the same treatment

was employed to reduce the swelling—at the same

time all irritating applications to the original sore

were stopped, and merely a disinfecting wash used.

The following cases will illustrate the treatment.

On the 2nd of July, Peter F. called at my office to

he treated for two chancroidal ulcers situated behind

the corona glandis. They had existed three days.

By the daily use of stick nitrate of silver locally, and

the tartrate of iron and potash internally, one point

of ulceration disappeared on the fifth day. The

other improved slowly, when, at the end of two

weeks, the patient complained of soreness in the

right groin. Upon examination I found the in-

guinal gland was enlarged to the size of a hickory

nut. I ordered that two leeches be applied, and

patient to keep quiet. I saw him two days after-

wards, and found it further enlarged and more pain-

ful. I shaved the hair off, and applied a piece of

adhesive plaster, twice as large as the bubo, over the

inflamed gland. He was then permitted to go about

his business, a wash was continued to the sore,

which was gradually healing, the gland decreased in

size, and at the end of two weeks he was discharged

from treatment.

Case Second. (R. R. Conductor.)—This patient

had had gonoiThoea for a month previous to the ap-

pearance of a bubo in the groin ; for this he was

leeched twice and kept quiet for one week ; at the

end of that time there being some improvement he

was permitted to go about his business. A spica

bandage was applied. At the end of three weeks the

inflammation had extended to the surrounding tis-

sues, producing a tumor two and a half inches in its

largest diameter, in which there was apparently

fluctuation. Tonics were ordered and a large piece

of adhesive plaster applied over the bubo. At the

end of one week he resumed his place as conductor,

and at the end of two weeks the swelling in the groin

had disappeared.

Dr. W. R. Woodard furnishes me with the his-

tory of two cases where the patients had chancroids,

followed by bubo in the groin. He treated them by

compression with adhesive plaster, and in both cases

the result of the treatment was highly satisfactory,

the enlargement yielding readily to the compression.

I think it safe, and would recommend in all cases

of simple bubo, and in buboes arising from chan-

croid ulcers previous to the formation of pus, that

compression be made by means of adhesive plaster.

First. Because it is clean and pleasant to patient.

Second. It permits of freer motion of the lower

extremities than the spica bandage. Third. We
believe the surgeon is justified in preventing suppura-

tion in all forms of adenitis.

TETANUS.

Dr. Dunlap (of this city) was called on the night

of March 20th. *o see Miss S. Pound her with jaw
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firmly set ; one of the attendants had taken the pre-

caution to place a stick between her teeth, which left

room to administer remedies. She had been in that

condition about six hours. I learned that about two

weeks previous to that time she had singed her foot

on the under side, and had so neglected the wound

that it was dirty, swollen, suppurating and very of-

fensive. I immediately ordered comp. syrup mor-

phia, spirits vini Gallici aafgij. Teaspoonful every

ten minutes. Also ordered chloroform by inhala-

tion. As soon as the chloroform took effect, the mus-

cles relaxed, the stick fell from her mouth, and she

seemed every way comfortable. In about one hour

she rallied from the effects of the chloroform and

talked. The mixture of syrup morphia was con-

tinued in teaspoonful doses every half hour for three

hours, until she quietly fell asleep. In the mean-

time the wound had been cleansed and poulticed.

When I called next day I found her walking about

and feeling quite well.

Important to Druggists.

The Commissioner of Internal Revenue has just

decided, on cases coming up from Philadelphia, that

wholesale apothecaries and druggists, doing business

as such under regular license, must cease to sell li-

quors in quantities less than one-half pint at one

time, or pay the special tax required of a retail liquor

dealer. His decision also covers the case of sales of

alcohol by such parties, who must not sell in quan-

tities less than five gallons at any one time, or pay

the special tax required of wholesale liquor dealers.

These decisions reverse previous rulings, but are in

strict accordance with the laws and held to be noth-

ing more than justice to regular liquor dealers, since

this class of business men paying the Government

for certain privileges are unquestionably entitled to

its protection in the exercise of those privileges.

Aluminum.

The scientific editor of the Independent says :
In

his Journal of Applied Chemistry, Professor Joy

says that a few years ago a pound of aluminum could

not have been purchased for $200, and even at that

price there were few manufacturers hardy enough

to take the order. At the present time it can be

readily manufactured for seventy-five cents, if not

for fifty cents a pound ; and the probabilities are

that we shall soon be able to obtain it for a quarter

of a dollar. Its principal use thus far is in the man-

ufacture of aluminum bronze, or alloy of copper

with ten per cent, of aluminum, and which possesses

remarkable strength, tenacity, and elasticity.

Aluminum will prove a very important and useful

metal ; useful in the manufacture of surgical instru-

ments and appliances, etc., and we are glad that it

has at last reached the inevitable point of a materia

reduction in price.
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Case of Vesicointestinal Fistula, for Which
Calotomy was Performed.

We find the above mentioned very interesting

communication by ThomasBeyant, Esq., Assistant
Surgeon to Guy's Hospital, in The British and
Foreign Medico- GMrurgical Review, for Jan. 1869 .

The patient was aged 49 years, married, and the
father of ten children. He labored under ulcera-
tion and stricture of the lower bowel, with a fistulous

communication between the bowel and the bladder.

The probabilities were that the disease was not of a
cancerous nature.

Colotomy was performed with the hope that the

fistulous opening would contract, if not heal. After
a free outlet for the faeces had been established above
the seat of the disease, and also that the ulcers would
heal ; at all events a tolerable certainty existed that
the operation would afford relief for a time.

An " oblique incision was made," about four or
five inches in length, beginning one and a half inches
to the left of the spine, below the last left rib, and
passing downward and forward in front of the an-
terior spine of the crest of the ilium. The line of
incision passed obliqufly across the external border
of the quadratus lamborum muscle, about its centre,
and took the same direction as the nerves which
traverse this part. Two small vessels, only, had to
be tied. The kidney came into view at once after
the muscles had been divided, and was pushed up.
The bowel was completely collapsed and out of view >

it was hooked up, however, without difficulty, by the
finger and thumb, and secured firmly to the integu-
ment by four sutures ; it was then opened, and solid
fasces soon passed. Within one hour of the opera-
tion faeces flowed in abundance.
The patient was much relieved by the operation,

and in two days the urine became clear and natural,
no faeces passing per urethram.

On the 9th day after the operation, symptoms of
abscess at the base of the bladder began to manifest
themselves

; five days later these symptoms had be-
come more marked, and an examination of the per-
inaeum and pelvic organs from the rectum established
the diagnosis. "A free incision was made in theper-
inseum in the middle line, laying open the urethra,
and a quantity of horribly fetid fluid, composed of
pus, urine, and faeces, made its escape. The patient

experienced much relief by this operation, and for

some weeks afterwards everything went on well.

The wound in the loin rapidly healed, and firm

union between the bowel and integument took
place; faeces flowed without difficulty through the

artificial anus, and a small quantity passed at times
through the natural channel. The mine remained
clear and free from faeces, passed without pain or

even inconvenience, and all bladder symptoms dis-

appeared ; the perineal wound also rapidly closed.

The man's health much improved, and food was
taken freely with appetite." On June 20th, however,
nearly eight weeks after the operation of colotomy,

abdominal pain again made its appearance in the

region of the bladder. The small intestine below
the umbilicus became much distended. Pressure
over these parts caused great pain

; constipation and"

some constitutional disturbance occurred.

On June 29th he suddenly passed a quantity of
liquid faeces and flatus per urethram. With this

symptom all others disappeared, and relief was ex-

perienced. His general health, however, began to

fail ; the urine was always loaded with liquid faeces,

evidently from the small intestines. Solid faeces, in

diminished quantities, passed from the artificial

anus, and small portions also came through the na-

tural channel; these latter were generally liquid.

The man died on August 27th, of exhaustion, four
months after the operation of colotomy, and two
after the reappearance of fasces in the urine.

Post-mortem examination revealed thorough union
between the bowel and integument at the site of the

operation. Miliary tubercles were found in both

lungs, a large vomica in the left lung.

About a foot from the termination of the small in-

testine a coil descended into the pelvis, and had be-

come firmly attached to the bladder
;
returning from

the pelvis of less calibre, it entered the caecum at the

usual place. In the pelvis the rectum became ad-

herent to the bladder, and opened into a large ab-

scess ; all other signs of ulceration had disappeared.

The abscess at the base of the bladder also commu-
nicated with the small intestine and bladder. The
pelvis of the left kidney was also the seat of an ab-

scess. Between the rectum and bladder was a large

abscess with dense adhesions all around. Into this

opened first the ileum where adherent to the bladder

next the rectum by a large orifice ; and thirdly the

bladder, by a smaller one, just large enough to ad-

mit the finger. Our author concludes that there is

little room to doubt that the case was one from the
t



Oct. 9, 1 869.

J

Periscope, 295

beginning of simple ulceration of the lower bowel,

and that this was not of dysenteric origin. The ben-

efit afforded by colotomy was immediate and strik-

ing, and when interrupted by the formation of the

abscess at the base of the bladder, relief was again

rapidly given by the free incision through the perin-

eum. The secondary communication of the small

intestine with the bladder by ulceration, two months

after colotomy, marred the full benefit of the opera-

tion. "And lastly, had not suppuration of the kidney

existed, there is good reason to believe that life

might have been indefinitely prolonged." He has

operated in thiee cases since the above, and has

found the oblique line of incision most advantageous.

Urticaria.

In the Medical Press and Circular Heney Sam-
uel Ptjedo:^, M. D., Physician to the Belfast Dis-

pensary for diseases of the skin, etc., says of this

disease

:

Before the cutaneous eruption becomes manifest-

ed a feeling of fullness at the stomach, nausea, head-

ache, etc., are complained of; the pulse is also

quickened. Scratching makes the pruritus worse,

also warmth, as when in bed, the heat probably re-

laxing the capillaries. In chronic cases furfuraceous

desquamation of the cuticle takes
to
place. Urticaria

is occasionally connected with the presence of a

rheumatic or gouty diathesis, and our author has

observed the eruption alternating with chronic

bronchitis. A short time since he had under treat-

ment a female, aged fifty-four, who had lately re-

turned to England from California, where she

had endured great hardships, and also suffered from

rheumatic fever. During the time this patient was
under observation, the eruption of wheals alternated

with lumbago, and were evidently connected with

rheumatism, thisjatter disease being well known to

involve both the motor and sensory nerves. In
some cases the capillary vessels may be ruptured,

allowing extravasation of blood, followed by the

formation of wheals, hence the purpura urticans of

Willan. Dr. Tilbury Fox states "that the

solar plexus is oftentimes involved," and those

ndividuals subject to this distressing complaint

ire occasionally troubled with functional pal-

dtation of the heart, which may be accounted

:>r by means of its nervous connexions, that organ

ecoming symptomatically affected through the

leans of the semi -lunar ganglia of the sympathetic,

ie splanchnic nerves which arise from the ganglia'

Dmmunicatirrg in the thorax with the cardiac, the

reater splanchnic receiving also a small twig from
le pneumogastric and phrenic ; this accounts like-

ise for the difficulty of breathing experienced dur-

ig the attack in some cases. The treatment of an
;ute attack of urticaria is to remove the cause, and

1 emetic to unload the stomach is generally pre-

ribed, followed by an aperient. During the attack

the skin may be sponged with a weak alkaline lotion,

which tends to relieve the tingling. In chronic urti-

caria the cause, if possible, must be ascertained. If

it arises from a rheumatic or gouty tendency, we
may prescribe in the former bi-carbonate of potash,

or tincture of actea racemosa; this latter drug, be-

sides being useful in rheumatic affections, is an ex-

cellent anodyne ; if gout be suspected, colchicum or

carbonate of lithia are indicated. Sometimes the

stomach seems morbidly sensitive to nearly all kinds

of food, being in a state of what is called "gastric

irritability." In such cases our author has derived

benefit from the administration of the hypo-phos-

phites of lime, soda and potash. In many cases the

bowels are costive, and the patient troubled with

flatulence. The former condition must be remedied

by appropriate aperients, the latter by carminatives.

When copaiba occasions urticaria—as when admin-

istered for the cure of gonorrhoea—an excellent sub-

stitute is found in the yellow oil of sandal wood.

Urticaria is occasionally* complicated »with lichen,

(lichen urticatus,) and also occasionally occurs in

he course of many acute febrile diseases.

Acute Syphilitic Periostitis Occurring in the

Epileptic Diathesis.

The following case is reported in the Lancet

:

M. S , a married woman, aged twenty-eight,

came under treatment on October 19th, with acute

periostitis. Her history was purely syphilitic; she

had " sores and buboes" within a month after her

marriage; secondary -symptoms showed themselves

in about two months ; she had " eruptions of brown-

ish spots," and sore throat ; her hair came off; she

had pains in all the limbs, and two attacks of iritis.

She said that six months ago her right arm was pain-

ful, and began to swell ; three months later a swell-

ing, accompanied by pain, appeared on the right

collar-bone. After a time she went to a chemist,

who gave her some pills, under which she got rapidly

worse, her throat, mouth, and gums becoming

dreadfully sore ; so she came to the Farringdon dis-

pensary. Mr. Smith found her profusely salivated,

and the breath very fetid ; the arm very hot, very

tender, and much swollen—in fact, acute periostitis,

extending from the lower third of the humerus to

half way down the ulna. At the sternal end of the

clavicle was a node, the size of half a small orange

hard, hot, and very tender. She said that for nights

she had had no rest, owing to the agonizing nature

of the pain. She was ordered clorate of potash

gargle, ten grains of Dover's powder at bedtime, and

iodide of potassium. The effect of this treatment

was most marked. She at once obtained a good

night's rest, the salivation speedily subsided, the arm

and clavicle rapidly improved, pain ceasing almost

entirely in a few days, and in ten days nearly atf

trace of periostitis had vanished, scarcely any thick-
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ening to be noticed in the arm, while the clavicnlar

node was painless, and about half the size.

On November 16th she declared herself " nearly

well." The treatment will, of course, be continued

for a time. At first she took six-grain doses of the

iodide, but in the course of a day or two it was
raised to fifteen grains three times daily. After

being under treatment for a few days, she com-
plained of having had something like petit mal, and
it was found that twelve years ago she had had veiy

violent fits of a true epileptic character, but as soon

as menstruation was properly established, the fits

ceased. She had no return of them until last June,

when, always preceded for half an hour by giddi-

ness, she suffered from them two or three times a

week, and so up to the time of coming under treat-

ment at the dispensary. There has been no fit

since.

Artificial Anus Successfully Treated by Dupuy-
tren's Enterotome.

The Edinburgh Medical Journal, of April, 1869,

furnishes a case, of which we will endeavor to give

our readers an epitome. It is by Dr.^.George
Buchanan.

Mrs. G., set. 40, had been affected with femoral

hernia of the left side for many years. In the early

part of July, 1866, it became strangulated,* and

operative interference became necessary. The gen-

tleman who operated informed Dr. B. that after

opening the sac he divided the stricture, and on

applying moderate pressure, the bowel, which was
dark colored, gave way under his fingers ; it was left

in the sac, poultices were applied, and the symptoms

of strangulation disappeared. The opening in the

bowel rather increased in size, and constantly dis-

charged faecal matter. On August 11th she came

under Dr. Buchanan's care at the Glasgow In-

firmary. There was found to be an opening in the

left groin, rather larger than a half crown piece 3

through which the open intestine protruded, the

edges of which were firmly adherent to the lips of

the aperture in the integument. When she strained

the bowel protruded as much as two inches, and

was found to be the ileum at some distance from its

lower end. In the general opening could be detect-

ed two orifices, each orifice lead up into the corre-

sponding intestine, the two tubes being parallel to

each other, and divided by a thick septum or eperon.

By the 30th of November, she had been got into

sufficiently good condition for the operation, and Dr.

B. introduced the enterotome of Dupuytren. The
blades, which locked into each other, were four and

a half inches long. The application caused no pain,

as great care was exercised. The two blades were

introduced separately, pushed up to the extent of

four inches, turned to face each other, and locked

like midwifery forceps. They were then approxi-

mated by means, of the screw until they were made

to bite very firmly into the septum. When fairly

locked the male blade must have pressed the mucous

septum an eighth of an inch into the female blade.

Towards night patient had some epigastric pains

and a little bilious vomiting. A sinapism was ap-

plied to epigastrium, and one grain of opium ordered

night and morning. To swallow nothing for twelve

hours, but to suck small bits of ice if thirst became

urgent. On December 1st, the blades were further

approximated, causing a little pain in epigastric re-

gion. On the 2d the blades were screwed home.

Pulse steadily 80—no return of vomitiDg, and she

was ordered a mutton chop and some brandy daily.

On the 4th some faecal matter passed per rectum,

the first that had come this way for five months

!

5th. PassedSfaeces the natural way three times, and

for five hours nothing escaped from the groin.

7th. The enterotome dropped out, having between

its teeth a long strip of the septum. The external

opening was plugged with a hemisphere of gutta-

percha fixed to a plate of tin which formed a

flange, and secured with adhesive strips and ban-

dage. A simple enema was ordered, to encourage

the faeces to pass into the rectum. The plug failed

to produce the desired effect of preventing the escape

of faecal matter, and was removed. The patient

was ordered to lie on her back and remove at once

any escaping matter.

10th. A dose of oil and a laxative enema pro-

duced] copious alvine evacuation, part from the

groin, and part from the anus. With an occasional

dose of oil and enema, patient progressed favorably.

While she lay on her back the contents of her bow-
els mostly passed into the lower part, but when she

got up the thinner portions escaped by the artificial

anus. The opening having considerably contracted

by Jan. 9th, a water-proof truss was applied, which

served its purpose admirably, allowing no faecal

matter to escape from the groin while it remained

on.

Feb. 18th. Patient much improved; natural pas-

sage daily ; the opening being now reduced to the

size of a shilling, patient was sent home for a time.

The opening had contracted to the size of a four-

pence by Feb., 1868, when a plastic operation was

performed for its closure, but without success. The
opening, however, again contracted to a very small

size, and by using a truss she could keep herself

quite free from any discharge, and could follow her

usual avocations ; a very great gain over her former

condition.

Proptosis and Complete Loss of Sight in one
Eye—Tertiary Syphilis—Recovery of Sight
Under Treatment.
A very interesting case illustrative of one of the

ways in which syphilis may bring about paralysis

of a nerve has recently been under care at Moor-

fields, treated by Mr. Hutchinson, and is reported

in the London Medical Times and Gazette.
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A man, aged 33, was admitted nearly blind of the

left eye. He could not find the window, and had

only a dim perception of a shadow when the hand

was passed across his left eye. His right ^eye was

j
perfect.

It was noticed that the left eyeball was more prom-

inent than the other. The prominence was decided,

\ and there appeared reason to think that it was due to

some deposit, inflammatory or malignant, in the apex

of the orbit. The eyelids were slightly oedematous,

and there was also some swelling on the temporal

region. The man gave the history of syphilis seven

years ago... Ever since he had been liable at times

to a tubercular rash, and at the present there were a

few characteristic tubercles on the temples. On
ophthalmoscopic examination it was found that the

loss of sight was due to neuritis of the optic nerve.

The optic disc was blurred by the deposit of lymph,

and its edges concealed. The inflammation did not

extend widely around, and the retina, excepting

close to the edges of the disc, was quite clear.

Acting upon the syphilitic hypothesis, Mr. Hutch-

inson at once prescribed iodide of potassium in full

doses, and with the result that the pain which the

I man had suffered quickly abated, the eye began to

j

recede into the orbit, and the vision to improve.

After four weeks of treatment, sight was so far re-

stored that the patient could read No. 12 with the

affected eye, and a fortnight later he read No. 4.

The case is important as an instance of optic neu-

ritis on one side only, a condition which is extremely

infrequent. In all probability the neuritis was
caused by the pressure of the inflammatory effusions

on the trunk of the nerve. In most of our cases of

optic neuritis the exciting cause is within the cran-

ium ; here it was probably in the orbit, and hence

the non-occurrence of symmetry. It should be

stated, however, as seeming to imply intra-cranial

. disease as well as orbital, that, about a month after

the treatment was commenced, the man had a fit.

The fit was one of those so common in cases of

1 syphilitic disease of the nervous centres. He fell

down, lost consciousness for a short time, and, when
\ he recovered, found that he could not use his tongue

nor close his mouth. These consequences soon
' passed off, but on several subsequent occasions for

short periods he again lost power of moving his
' tongue. D uring his attacks he complained that his

tongue felt numb, and as if much too large for his

mouth. The attacks are also attended by a sensa-

tion of shortness of breath. In spite of these he still

keeps at work. He has been advised to persevere

1 for long in the use of the iodide of potassium.

Nursing Sore Mouth.
This troublesome affection is spoken of in these

' terms by Dr. I. P. Wilson, in the St. Louis Medi-
' cal Journal. Dr. Wilson is of opinion that it is

' the result of an impoverished condition of the sys-

I

tern.

The child in embryo and in infancy is supported

by its mother. The mother's system is continually

being drained from the day of conception to the

time she weans her child. She has not only her

own body to maintain during gestation and lacta-

tion, but her offspring must be supplied with the

bone, muscle, and nerve producing materials, even

though her own system be starved for the purpose.

If the system is robbed of any one of its constitu-

ent parts, the body must suffer. The bones, e. g.

contain from 48 to 59 per cent, of the phosphate of

lime, and the enamel of the teeth from 81 to 88 per

cent., hence £an immense supply of these lime salts

is required to maintain the mother, and to build up
the bony tissues of the child. Stomatitis materna

is nearly always accompanied by extreme sensitive-

ness of the teeth, and a softening of the tooth

structure, showing a starved condition of the entire

osseous system. The lime salts have been appropri-

ated for the development of the bony tissues of the

child, while the exhausted mother is suffering the

consequences of an impoverished system.

This disease is more prevalent with pregnant and

nursing females, because they demand a far greater

supply of those life-supporting elements; but it is

not this class alone that suffers from this condition.

The non-pregnant female who is living on a poor,

weak diet, is liable to suffer the same consequences.

The male sex, too, may have sore mouth of the

same character, but it is always given some other

name, and attributed to some other cause.

In my practice as a dental physician I have been

called upon to treat this disease, and when it has

not progressed too far, I have only found it necessary

to recommend a good, nutritious diet, with plenty

of exercise in the fresh air and in the sun. If the

entire alimentary canal is affected, tonics should be

given, and a general constitutional treatment may-

be required.

One or two kinds of aliment will not keep the

system in repair. A variety is necessary. Milk

and eggs are said to be the only articles of food that

contain all the required elements. The lime salts

abound richly in the unbolted wheat flour, while

fine flour is almost entirely destitute of this element.

Let the mother's system be furnished with a suffi-

cient amount of the bone, muscle and nerve pro-

ducing materials to build up the tissues of her child,

in utero and during infancy, and " stomatitis ma-
terna" will rarely if ever exist.

The Leaden Color of the Tongue in Malaria.
Charles O. Ctjbtman, M. D., Professor of

Chemistry in the Missouri Medical College, sends

the following article to the St. Louis Medical and

Surgical Jouryial

:

For several years past the peculiar color of the

tongue in malarious fevers has attracted my atten-

tion, and finding it almost uniformly present I was

induced to note its occurrence in all the cases
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ed, togctatr with such other symptoms as appeared

to have a hearing upon it. From a large number

of cases thus carefully observed, with a view to as-

certain the value of the appearance of the tongue as

a diagnostic sign in malaria, I have been led to make

the following deductions :

In malarious affections the color of the dorsum

of the tongue as far back as the circumvallate papil-

lae, is of a bluish gray tinge, somewhat resembling that

of old sheet zinc or lead. It occurs in various de-

grees of intensity, giving the impression of a cover-

ing of greater or less thickness, superimposed upon

the epithelial surface, sometimes quite thin and

transparent, at other times more opaque. Some-

tinies~.it has the appearance of being seen through a

viscid mucou3 superstratum, at other times it is

quite dry, but when present always has the peculiar

leaden hue. It is not due to anesniic conditions, nor

does it present exactly the same coloration as the

tongue does in anaemia. I have not been able to

detect any change of the color, in the same indi-

vidual, during the process of an intermittent fever

through its different stages, but have observed the

same appearance m the cold, the hot, and the sweat-

ing stages, and could not see any alteration in it

during the intermission. The color may be ob-

served in equal intensity in the feeble, emaciated

patient who takes an ague during the period of

convalescence from exhausting disease, as in the

plethoric, robust man f full habits, who has been

exposed to the paludal poison. In some cases, how-

ever, though malarious fever was unmistakably pre-

sent, I could not observe this color over the dorsum

of the tongue, but only around the edges and tips,

but in those cases there was an opaque coating of

the tongue of a brownish yellow or djrty white

color, such as is usually denominated bilious. This

presented the appearance of being superimposed

upon the leaden covering, which it did not entirely

overspread, but permitted to be seen at the tip and

edges. This appearance was frequent in the remit-

tent type.

N ot a single case has been thus far observed by

me in which the malarious affection was undoubted-

ly present, while the tongue retained the clean,

natural surface of perfect health. The leaden color

disappears completely shortly after the entire cessa-

tion of the malarious symptoms', and serves as a

valuable index of the perfect restoration to health.

In saveral cases the leaden tongue has been observed

without any concomitant symptoms which could

fully establish the presence of malarious disorder,

excepting a general maUise and lassitude, which so

often are the prodromata of intermittent or remit-

tent fevers. Not all of those cases could be heard

from afterwards, but in every one of those that

came under subsequent observation the distinctive

symptoms appeared shortly afterwards unless pre-

vented by interfering medical treatment ; so that I

have considered myself justified in predicting an at-

tack of fever with some degree of certainty from the

presence of the leaden tongue alone. This peculiar

appearance of the tongue has never been observed

by me in uncomplicated non-malarial diseases, but

has in doubtful complications helped me at different

times to make out an accurate diagnosis of malaria,

vindicated by the subsequent development of the

disease in an unmistakable form.

A modification of the common leaden appearance

has in a number of cases shown itself co-existing

with typhomalarial affections. The leaden color is

there distinctly visible in the lateral portions of the

dorsum of the tongue, while the central portions on

both sides of the raphe has a different color, so as to

give rise to three longitudinal stripes—the two outer

of leaden hue, the inner either entirely denuded of

covering or densely covered with a furry layer of

various thickness, brown or yellow or dirty white,

also generally differing in the degree of moisture

from the border stripes.

Value of Digitalis.

Dr. J. P. Chesney, of Jsew Market, Mo., speaks

highly infavor of this remedy in the Leavenworth

Medical Herald. He says :

I can in no way better satisfy my readers of the

worth of my conclusions, than to " prove my faith

by my works," and so I will give a case or two in

point : In the summer of 186.7, 1 was consulted by a

young unmarried lady, in regard to a menorrhagia

from which she had been suffering for a year or

more, and for which she had been treated, during

the whole of the time, by one of our most intelligent

physicians, without apparent benefit. The patient

was of a strumous diathesis, and, I suppose, had

been subjected to the trial of the usual remedies for

hemorrhages dependent upon a lack of uterine mus-

cular power, such as steel, quinine, sarsaparilla,

secale cornutum, acetate of lead, etc., etc. I there-

fore had, of necessity, to innovate upon the estab-

lished practice, or my efforts were likely to prove as

nugatory as those of my predecessor. I concluded,

as a dernier resort, to try the tincture of digitalis,

which I did
;
and, to my pleasure and surprise, I

found it prove of the utmost service to my patient

;

so much so, indeed, that in a very few weeks from

the time of the first prescription, she was in as good

health as she had ever been, and I believe she con-

tinues so to the present time.

In the early part of the present year, I was con-

sulted by a married lady, whose " time of life " had

come upon her several months ago ; and as a conse-

quence, she had been annoyed incessantly for the

past year with a menorrhagia, from which she had

became so enfeebled as to be wdiolly incapacitated

for her usual household duties. She had the tinct.

of digitalis prescribed, and in a very short time re-

sumed her domestic affairs as usual. I have used it
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in other cases of the kind, and also in other affec-

tions requiring remedies to impart tone to the mus-

cular fibres, and I can truly say that I have very

seldom been disappointed in observing the very best

effects from its use. My friend, Dr. W. A. Brock,

of this place, has also had considerable experience in

the use of this remedy, in this class of cases, and

cheerfully bears testimony to its value.

Now the theory of the *action of the digitalis, as

applied to these, cases of relaxation and debility,

must be that of a tonic when we see good results

from its use ; and this is directly opposite to the

usual character given to the action of this remedy by

writers generally. I say " generally," because some

recent authorities claim for it the virtues I have so

very imperfectly named in this article
;
prominent

among them may be mentioned Thomas King

Chambers, of London, in his "Renewal of Life;"

a work, by the way, that I think should be hi the

hands, heads, and hearts of every doctor who would

keep pace with the advance of practical medicine.

Appreciating the importance of this remedy from

the limited experience I have had with it, I shall,

when opportunities offer, give it a more extensive

trial. I am of the opinion that it may be used with

advantage in many cases of monorrhagia, leucor-

rhcea, spermatorrhoea, gleet, incontinence of urine,

ascites, diarrhoeas, etc., hi fact, in all or any of the

abnormal conditions of the system which depend for

their existence upon a relaxation of the tissues. I

believe that it has a specific action in this direction,

which is quite different from the power of the reme-

dies we regard as " tonics." As to the worth of

digitalis as a remedy in the treatment of acute affec-

tions, I have no experience, and therefore am not

competent to speak.

Threatened Death from Chloroform.

The British MedicalJournal, of Sept. 11, says:

Recently, at King's College Hospital, London,

there was a very narrow escape from death by chlo-

roform. The patient was a healthy man, aged 30,

who was to undergo the operation of removal of a

tumor from the front of the leg, by Mr. Henry

Smith. As the inhalation proceeded, the patient be-

gan to struggle so violently that it required the as-

sistance of several dressers to prevent him from

throwing himself from the table. He, however, be-

came insensible to pain ; and Mr. Smith proceeded

with the dissection, but was compelled to desist, in

consequence of the violent movements of the patient.

The chloroform was now entirely suspended; but,

notwithstanding this, the man's face became suddenly

livid, then changed to a deep purple color, respira-

tion and pulse completely stopped, and death had

apparently taken place. Mr. Smith at once thrust

his finger to the top of the windpipe, got forward the

tongue, and assistants commenced artificial respira-

tion by the movements recommended by Dr. Silves-

ter. The naked chest was vigorously flipped with

a wet towel. For a brief period these measures

seemed to produce no effect ; but after a short time

there was a slight improvement in the complexion,

when the efforts were redoubled, and all were de-

lighted to find the apparently dead man slowly re-

spiring. In two or three minutes more, the man
had so far recovered that Mr. Smith was able to

complete the operation, although, of course, no chlo-

roform was exhibited. In some remarks after the

operation, Mr. Smith referred to the narrow escape

of the patient, and said it illustrated the danger which

will occasionally attend chloroform, however care-

fully given, more especially in those cases where its

exhibition is followed by a great amount of strug-

gling. It was necessary to be particularly careful

with it when this occurred ; he had seen other nar-

row escapes exactly under the same circumstances.

The Welsh Fasting G-irl.

The British Medical Journal, of Sept. 11, says:

Dr. Robert Fowler, of Bishopsgate street, during

his " outing " in Wales, has taken the opportunity

of visiting this girl, and has communicated the result

of his visit in a letter to the Times. He says that he

found her lying on her bed, dressed as a bride, with

a goodly collection of English and Welsh books,

mostly the presents of visitors. "Her face," he

says, "was plump, and her cheeks and lips of a

beautiful rosy color. Her eyes were bright and

sparkling, and the pupils were very dilated "—in a

measure, from her head being shaded from light.

"There was that restless movement and frequent

looking out of the corners of the eyes, so character-

istic of simulative disease. Considering the length,

ened inactivity of the girl, her muscular development

was very good, and the amount of fat layer not in-

considerable." There was a slight perspiration ; the

pulse, and, as far as could be ascertained, the sounds

of the lungs and heart were healthy. During the

examination she had what was called a " fainting

fit;" but which, according to Dr. Fowler, consisted

of a little hysterical crying and sobbing. The walls

of the abdomen were tense and tympanitic. The
nails—which were said not to have grown for two
years—presented no indications whatever of disease.

Dr. Fowler expresses his opinion that " the whole

case is one of simulative hysteria ,in a young girl,

having the propensity to deceive very strongly de-

veloped. Therewith may be properly associated the

power or habit of prolonged fasting. Both patient

and her mother admitted the occasional occurrence

of the globus hystericus. He believes that the girl

deceives her own parents as regards the obtaining of

food ; and he points out that the construction of the

bed and the cupboards in the room is calculated to

favor the deception.
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Opium in Snake Bite.

Dr. R. T. Short writes from Edinburg, Mo., to the

Medical Archives : On the 20th of this month I was

incidentally called to see a lad aged 17, who had

been bitten by an average sized prairie rattlesnake,

(crotalus massasagua.) On examination, two

punctures were visible in the sole of the right foot,

which was evidently the point bitten. The patient

was comatose, pale and cold; skin dry and very

sensitive, the slightest touch being followed by a

slow but general vermicular movement over the

whole surface ; lower limbs paralyzed
;

pulse 20 at

the wrists and very feeble
;

pupil largely dilated.

Not having with me any specific for snake bite I

was compelled, as usual, to rely on regular reme-

dies. It being now too late to prevent the absorp-

tion of the poison, I determined to make use of

opium to fulfill the indications presented. Accord-

ingly, about 4 o'clock, P. M., I gave 2 grs. opii pulv.

At 6 o'clock repeated the dose
;

pulse 32 ; at 8, re-

peated the dose, pulse 50 ; at 10 o'clock, repeated

dose, pulse 65, slight perspiration; at 12 o'clock

gave last dose, 2 grs., pulse 80 ;
pupil contracted to

normal size. About 3 o'clock the patient waked up

as from a healthy sleep, and asked for something to

eat ; allowed him a good sized meal. Said he felt

well in every respect ; continued awake until 2, P.

M., when he began to complain of feeling weary.

Pulse gradually sunk to 18, when the opium was

again resorted to to raise it ; 2 gr. doses every two

hours for ten hours left the pulse at 85. Medicine

discontinued
;
recovery complete. One remarkable

feature in the case was that the opium at no time

exerted its characteristic soporific influence—per-

spiration was excited both times. The opium was

of excellent quality, I know, having used out of the

same package for more than a year.

And now the question naturally arises, does some

principle in the opium prove antidotal to snake poi-

son, or does it act by fortifying and replenishing the

nervous system until the poison has spent itself? If

it acts in either way, or yet in some other, it cer-

tainly may become a valuable means with which to

meet these cases. As it is usually found in some

form in every physician's medicine chest, it is nearly

always at hand. I believe the recovery in the above

case was wholly due to the opium.

Carbolic Acid in Rubeola.

Dr. T. J. Williamson, Cincinnati, Ohio, in the

Bichmond and Louisville Journal, says : On the

28th of June I was called to see Miss A. P>., of this

city, aged twelve years, and of strumous diathesis,

nervous temperament, &c.

I found her suffering from all the general symp-

toms of a malignant form of measles. Had been

sick four days; pulse one hundred and fifty, with de-

lirium, but with no appearance on the surface of

measles. Her tongue was fieiy red and heavily

loaded ; her gums bleeding, and the mucous mem-
brane of the mouth, together with the sublingual

gland, covered with eruptions. She was suffering

likewise with gastritis, the stomach ejecting both

food and drink of every description. I prescribed

:

R. Syr. scillse c, f|jj ;
syr. ipecac, tr. lobelise inf.

aa. fgj ; carbol. ac. gtt. xvj. M. Teaspoonful every

hour ; and as a wash for her mouth, ordered : R=

.

Carbol. ac. ^ij
;
chlo.potas., 9j ? mellis. desp., ^ss

;

aq. camph., f^ij., M. Gargle, or mop mouth every

three or four hours, keeping the bowels free enough

with syr. manatus. In about twenty-four hours her

tongue cleaned off, secretions pretty well established,

and the mouth presenting an almost healthy appear-

ance. The surface was then covered with a bold

confluent rash, her delirium gone and perfect ration-

ality restored. During the existence of delirium I

ordered ten grain doses of bromide of potas. every

three or four hours. On the ninth day she was dis-

missed convalescent.

A case so complicated I have rarely met, nor any

remedy that seemed to have such magic effect, for I

have used carbolic acid in other cases with similar

results.

Poisoning by Indian Poke Root.
Dr. A. G. Craig, Ghent, Ky., contributes the fol-

lowing case to the Bichmond and Louisville Med-
ical Journal

:

On the morning of the 18th of April last, Mr.

B
,
aged twenty-nine, while at work in his gar-

den ate heartily of Indian poke root, supposing it to

be artichoke, a perennial plant cultivated in our gar-

dens as a culinary vegetable. He ate, probably, one

half of a root, six inches in length, when faintiness

and sickness of stomach were produced. In a very

short time he commenced vomiting and purging,

severely and frequently. My partner, Dr. Ellis, was

summoned, and saw him about half an hour after

he had eaten the poke root. Upon my return from

a professional visit in the country, one hour later, I

visited the patient. He was greatly prostrated, and

could speak only in a whisper. He had vomited no

less than a pint of blood, and had passed a quantity

of blood mixed with bilious matter from his bowels.

The poison had exercised a powerful influence over

the nervous system, producing faintness, somnolency,

vertigo, headache, and dimness of vision. He com-

plained of griping in the bowels, of burning pain in

the epigastric region, and of severe cramps in his

lowerextremities. His pulse was slow and feeble

;

breathing shallow
;
pupils considerably dilated ; skin

blue and cool
;
eyes sunken deep in their sockets,

and surrounded by a livid circle—in short he pre-

sented the appearance of a patient sinking into the

collapsed stage of Asiatic cholera. Our treatment;

consisted of measures to counteract prostration. He,

was ordered small doses of the tincture of opium

and French brandy freely. A large sinapism was
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applied over his bowels, friction to the extremities.

and artificial heat with bottles filled with hot water.

I

He was allowed to have small lumps of ice to swal-

,

low ad lib.

i* April 18. Pulse sixty-five and feeble; tongue dry and

brown ; considerable thirst
;
appetite gone ; bowels

moved once during the night. He vomited also oc-

,

casionally. He has reacted well as could be ex-

'-pected. Treatment omitted.

I did not see the patient until about a week after-

ward, when he visited my office, still weak and pale,

but in fine spirits.

j
Sleeplessness in Infants.

Dr. Eustace Smith gives the following veryuse-

j

ful hints in the British Medical Journal

:

If the infant be very young, hunger, is commonly

.
the cause to which his restlessness is attributed by
the mother ; for the tendency of mothers is to refer

. ;all crying in their infants to that one cause. Occa-

I

sionally they may be right. Infants nourished solely

!

by the breast, and deriving their support from a

scanty supply of watery milk,|are almost constantly

hungry. The amount of fluid they swallow is scarce-

ly sufficient to satisfy their appetite even for the

time
;
and, being rapidly digested, the meal is soon

followed by renewed demands for nourishment. Af-

ter a few days of such a diet, the weakly condition of

,
the infant, induced by semi-starvation, draws atten-

tion to his state of health ; but crying at night from

hunger is an invariable forerunner of his loss of

.
flesh.

s

By far the most common cause of restlessness at

,
night is injudicious feeding, the child being stuffed

. with food, although not necessarily in itself injuri-

, ous, is yet ill-adapted to the nourishment of the par-

1
ticular infant to whom it is given. It is a common

. practice amongst mothers—especially those of the

J
poorer classes—to make up for any deficiency in the

\
amount of breast-milk by farinaceous food, long be-

{
fore the digestive power of the child is suited to such

a diet. The stomach of an infant of about two

7
months old is often filled with a mass of starchy mat-

,

ters, which the absence of saliva will not permit him

T
to digest. This mass, fermenting in his bowels, is a

. : source of continual discomfort until it is evacuated.

,
Even when cows' milk is used as an addition to the

breast milk, it is very frequently ill-digested, although

diluted with water.

Cold feet are a not unfrequent cause of wakeful-

ness in infants. Delicate infants, in whom the cir-

, culation is languid, are very subject to coldness of

,
the extremities ; and griping pains in the belly are

3j

common accompaniments of the same condition. In

I,

all cases of abdominal pain in infants the feet should

j be examined. When these are found to be cold,

j
warming them by frictions with the hand, or by hot

j
applications, usually causes the manifestations of

pain to cease.

The feet in infants should be always carefully

warmed before the children are put to bed; and

should, in cold weather, be afterwards wrapped in

flannel, or be covered with thick woolen socks.

In hereditary syphilis, infants are exceedingly

fretful at night
;
and, by their uncontrollable crying,

are a source of great distress to the mother. This

symptom is usually the first sign of the disease, pre-

ceding the snuffling and the other characteristic

symptoms of the outbreak of the inherited taint. The
crying is possibly excited by nocturnal pains in the

bones, similar to those affecting the adults previous

to the outbreak of the constitutional symptoms. On
the appearance of the rash, the sleeplessness does

not subside, but it soon disappears under the influ-

ence of specific treatment—a few doses of grey pow-

der being sufficient to produce this result.

Worms, in older children, are well known to be a

common cause of night terrors and restlessness ; but

even in infants crying at night is sometimes found

to be due to this cause. Amongst the poorer classes,

where infants are allowed early to share in their pa-

rents' meals, it is not so very uncommon to find

them suffering from the presence of oxyuris vermi-

cularis. To give one instance out of many which

have lately come under my notice : A child of nine-

teen months, well nourished, strong on his legs, who
had walked from the age of ten months, had cut

eighteen teeth, and could talk, the mother said, well,

was brought for fits of violent screaming, which be-

gan about 8 p. m., and lasted the greater part of the

night. From the condition of the tongue, worms

were suspected, and a purgative of rhubarb and jalap

brought away a large quantity of the small thread-

worms. Afterwards, a careful regulation of the

diet, and the administration of compound decoction

of aloes, with a little iron, soon restored the ali-

mentary canal to a healthy condition. The night

screaming ceased from the very commencement of

the treatment.

Besides the causes which have been enumerated,

there are two others of not uncommon occurrence^

and are frequently overlooked. One of these is the

influence of habit upon the infant. Children who
are too much petted and indulged, easily contract

habits which are sources of great annoyance, not

only to themselves, but also to those through whose

uncalculating tenderness the habit has beenacquired.

Thus, in young children little attention should be

paid to cries excited by other causes than actual suf-

fering or discomfort. Cries from wilfulness or fret-

fulness should be entirely disregarded.

Exhaustion of nerve-force, the reaction following

over-excitement of the nervous system, is another

not uncommon cause of wakefulness at night in

children. Children of three or fours years old, after

the excitement of a child's party, or a visit to some

place of amusement, are often found to be troubled

with sleeplessness; the child either finding a diffi-
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culty to compose himself to sleep, or wakingup after

a short slumber. The same thing is frequently seen

in young infants who have been played with and over-

excited immediately before being put to bed. The

infant is uneasy and restless, starting frequently, and

waking up with a fretful cry. This is not found

with all infants, but is especially noticeable in those

of delicate organization and great impressibility of

the nervous system, and is, the,erfore, a frequent

symptom of commencing rickets, where the irrita-

bility of the nervous system is very great.

Sleeplessness in infants is thus produced by many
different causes, each of which'will require a "'differ-

ent method of treatment for its removal. To look

upon such a condition as a distinct disease, remova-

ble by any so-called specific, is in the highest degree

unphilosophical and unpractical. Opiates, and per-

haps bromide of potassium, may be occasionally use-

ful in quieting excessive irritability of the nervous

system, and may be, therefore, of service in the

treatment of sleeplessness arising from the last two

causes which have been mentioned ; but to employ

either as a universal remedy in such cases would be

at least useless, even if it were not injurious. The

screams of an infant suffering from an accumulation

of undigested food—to take the commonest case

—

may certainly be quieted for the time by a narcotic

;

but so long as the cause remains, the screams will

be renewed as soon as the soporic effect of the drug

has had time to pass away. In such a case, bromide

of potassium produces no effect whatever. In every

case of sleeplessness m infants, the cause may be

easily ascertained by careful investigation; and,

when it is discovered, there is little difficulty about

its removal.

The Binder.

Dr. Corson says in the last volume of the Trans,

of the Pa. Med. Soc. : It is not a little amusing to

us, who have so long since abandoned the use of the

binder, to read the opinions not only of some of the

members of the Harford Co. (Md.) Medical Society,

but of various writers in medical journals. Its un-

questioned use for so long a time, its recommendation

by professors of midwifery, the fear of hemorrhage

" if the patient should turn on her side," the necessity

for pressure on the bloodvessels by the bandage, are

all dwelt on as reasons why it would be unsafe to

abandon it. It may be well for us therefore to allay

those groundless fears by informing them that, de-

spite ancient customs, despite the stereotyped lectures

of learned professors, despite the fears of experienced

practitioners that weakness and hemorrhage will

certainly come, despite the horrible dread that pot-

bellies will result, Dr. William Corson, the origina-

tor of the improved practice in this country, so far as

we know, has dispensed with its use during the last

fifteen ;years in from 1500 to 2000 cases ; Dr. John

K. Reid, since 1862, in at least 1000 cases
; Dr. Hi-

ram Corson, in the last ten years, in several hun-
!

j

dred cases ; Drs, Evans, Eobinson, Shoemaker,
!

j

Schrack, Jones, Stiles, and E. M. Corson, in hun-
,

dreds of cases, without a single bad result, and with.
|

so much satisfaction to the patients that they are
j

often most earnest in their praise of the improved
j ;

practice. Dr. Forwood himself made some very
just remarks on the subject of parturition being a

natural process in the human female as well as in
j

,

the lower animals, and that, if in the one, so in the
'

other, it could be completed without the interposi-
j

tion of artificial support. He also instanced the

habits of the Indian and African women, who did

well without such an appliance. We will not make
much attempt to disprove its necessity. It is one of 1

'

those trivial customs, which teachers of midwifery !

^

spend hours in teaching to students, and which is !

magnified into as important a matter as delivery by
the forceps. We know several doctors who say

!

they always apply the bandage and "shift" the
1

woman themselves. A pretty business for a learned
'

doctor to be putting the "shift" on a sick woman, '

when her mother, and aunts, and friends, a thousand
1

times more competent, are at hand. Thank Heaven !

'

we hope that class of doctors will not increase.

Femoral Hernia in the Male Subject. i

Augustus Beown, M. D., contributes the fol- I

lowing case to the Lancet : i

As femoral hernia in the male subject is of rare

occurrence, I venture to forward the notes of a case i

which lately came under my treatment, and which I

am happy to say terminated favorably. i

A gentleman aged sixty-one years was obliged to (

return home from his business on Saturday, Febru- 1

ary 13th, 1869, owing to a most distressing attack of i

sickness, which was produced by the descent and ]

strangulation of a femoral hernia in the left groin,
j

The sickness continued from Saturday morning till
j

Monday evening (the time of operation). The pa-
\

tient sent for me on Sunday evening. Feeling, how-

ever, very tired, and oelieving from the nature of the

message that he was suffering from a bilious attack,

I prescribed effervescing citrate of potash draughts,

with dilute hydrocyanic acid, and promised to call
e

on Monday morning. Thus a delay arose, which
fi

might have been of serious consequence to my pa-
|

tient, and which clearly proves how little we can
T

rely upon our notions of what a case may be.
j.

On Monday I found I had a serious case to treat.
I

^

On examining the abdomen, I detected the hernia.
(

Ci

In cases of obstinate sickness this should always be

done. The vomited matter was now stercoraceous.
j,

I had some little difficulty in determining what kind
fl

of hernial had to treat. After, however, a careful

examination of the parts, I came to the conclusion
;

that it was femoral. Being about the size of a pige-
^

on's egg, it had escaped through the saphenic open- i

^

ing, and then turned sharply upward. Failing to
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reduce it, I sent for my friend, Dr. Walkeb, of the

Essex-road, who, after a careful examination, formed

the same opinion as myself, and attempted the re-

duction of the bowel, hut without success. Owing

to the pressure of business on the part of my friend,

s

t was obliged to delay the operation for a few hours,

and by the time I could gather the necessary assist-

ance daylight had gone, consequently I was obliged

to operate by candle-light. Chloroform having been

'administered by Mr. New, the taxis was then again

attempted, but failed. I then cut down upon and

carefully exposed the sac. The hernia had passed

j'Out of the saphenic opening, and then taken a sharp

turn upward, and was resting on the lower part of

t

the abdominal parietes. As my patient was not

young, I desired to avoid, if possible, opening the

' sac. To afford room for the reduction of the bowel,

] I divided the anterior part of the crescentic arch of

the saphenic opening, and then, passing my finger

(

as far as Gimbernat's ligament, I divided a few of its

I

fibres. Having thus far cleared the way, I examined

the parts, and still found reduction impossible. This

j

obstruction to reduction consisted in constriction

1

and adhesion of the parts round the neck of the sac,

' and rendered the division of the fibres round the

neck, also the opening the sac, a matter of necessity.

On opening the sac, the bowel, which was dark and

congested, and which had evidently been long enough

. in its prison-house, was easily returned. The edges

of the wound were closed with silk sutures, and the

i
wound was subsequently dressed with the dry dress-

i ings, which I have long used in all wounds.

My patient, who was a good subject for operation,

would have made a rapid recovery but for two cir-

1 cumstances. He very foolishly got out of bed two

hours after the operation to relieve the bowels, which

! acted freely ;*this act nearly broke open the wound.

I He suffered also from a troublesome cough, which

produced a considerable impulse toward the wound
I and kept the parts from healing. With the aid of a

well-fitting truss he has again returned to business.

Maternal Impressions.

Dr. McConaughy says in the Trans. Pa. Med.

So. : There are many proofs of these deleterious

effects of maternal impressions that should warn
every women enciente to be very careful. I once

had a case in which the child was born with but

very little cutaneous covering, all raw and in horri-

ble condition, and lived in great misery only a few
days, the mother having been frightened by a man
coming into her house with a bleeding, lacerated foot

and ankle from a wound on the railroad. I also

lately delivered a lady, prematurely in labor at six

months of utero-gestation, of a stillborn child, who
was frightened by something which she was cooking

on the stove running over and creating a sudden

flash. On the child's breast and side was a large

blister as if it had been burnt or scalded with the

3°3

substance frightening the mother. I have known
two cases of children being born with rolling, up-

turned, and unfixed eyes, resembling a monkey

;

their mothers having visited a menagerie while

pregnant. Many more such cases could be given,

warning women very fully of the great care that

should be exercised in this respect throughout preg-

nancy.

Soft Syphilitic Hodes.
In the Lancet for March 27th, 1869, p. 429, it is

stated that at the Middlesex Hospital, a lad had just

been admitted, under Dr. Murchison, whose wrist,

at a casual glance, would suggest the idea of acute

rheumatism. But, examined carefully, it is found

that there is a puffy swelling above, not in, the joint.

It is elastic and painless, and the movements of the

digital tendons are not affected by it. On his

sternum, in the right posterior triangle, and on the

right sbin, are similar swellings, and eight months ago

he had on the head. Syphilis acknowledged nine

months ago, followed in three or four weeks by great

headache, and appearance of the node. He has had

spots, and some, but not severe, sore-throat.

Reviews and Book Notices.

The Physical Life of Woman ; Advice to the
Maiden, Wife and Mother. By Geo. H. Na-
pheys, A. M., M. D., Member of the Phila. co.
Med. Soc, etc., etc. Published by subscription
by George Maclean, 719 Sansom street, Phila.
1 vol. 8 vo., extra cloth, Price, $1.50.

We have already asked the attention of our read-

ers to^this contribution to popular medical literature,

and we take pleasure now in giving it a more ex-

tended review. There are those in the profession

who do not approve of including in works on hy-

giene anything which relates to reproduction. Health

and life are to be guarded sedulously at every point

except at that which is most frequently attacked.

The laws of alimentation, respiration, innervation

and all the other functions are to be taught in schools

and lectured on before lyceums, but concerning the

laws and hygiene ofreproduction, through violation

of which more perish than through neglect of any
other function, the public are to be kept in deepest

ignorance. These are not our views, and therefore

we welcome Dr. Naphey's book as a timely and
beneficial work.

It is divided into, three parts. The first defines

the distinction of the sexes, and treats of puberty,

its dangers and hygiene, and of love. Under the

latter head some sound physiological advice is given

on " choosing a husband," on the effects of marriage

on woman and man, on the intermarriage of rela-

tions, on the age of nubility in man and woman, on
the dangers of too late and too early nuptials, on



3°4 Reviews and Book Notices. [Vol.

divorce, on the best time of year to marry, and so
forth.

The second part is the Wife. It commences with
some salutary hints under the heading « the wed-
ding night," and devotes a number of pages to such
inquiries of universal hygienic interest, as, shall
man and wife occupy the same room and bed?
what kind of bed is most healthful? the indulgence
and restraint of sexual desire; the dignity and pro-
priety of the sexual instinct; sterility; over-produc-
tion, and the limitation of offspring; the production
of the sexes at will; the signs of pregnancy; the
prevention and nature of mothers' marks, etc.

The latter part of the work goes over the ground
of the confinement, nursing and the care of infancy.
We especially recommend this portion of the book
to students and young practitioners, as we have
never met anywhere else in our reading such minute,
practical and valuable instructions for the prepara-
tions for confinement and treatment of the lying-in
woman and the child. We doubt, indeed, if the
most experienced will not glean one or more hints
from its perusal worth considerably more than the
price of the book.

The last chapter is on the diseases, dangers and
hygiene of the change of life (the menopause), and
at the close of the work the author gives his refer-
ences. To these we call parti cular attention as beina-
a guarantee of the faithful spirit of research which
characterizes the work, and endows it with a scienti-
fic merit ef the highest order.

The literary character of the book is deserving of
all the praise which we"can bestow upon it. Al-
though the subject matter is most difficult to deal
with, as may well be imagined, there is not a sen-
tence or a phrase throughout the whole work which
can offend the most sensitive delicacy, and the
morality is pure and never, twaddling. Only those
minds who can see obscenity in pure white marble.
or can find prurient satisfaction in a museum of
anatomy, will see anything objectionable in this
book. We regard it as unique of its kind, and be-
lieve that physicians will welcome it as a work they
can put unhesitatingly in the hands of then female
patients as a manual of hygiene in marital relations,
and a guide-book in the difficult duties of maternity.
Before publishing it, the author submitted the

advance sheets to several eminent medical gentle-
men who have endorsed it in the highest terms.
Of course there are points of theory in it which

will not meet universal approbation. The writer
expresses his views with decision, and some of them,
for instance on the intermarriage of relatives, and
on the limitation of the family, are not those usually
accepted. He is careful, however, to support him-
self in the notes with very full citations from leading
authorities. Whatever disagreement one has with
Or. Napheys' views— and we do not pretend to

agree with him everywhere—he certainly has formed

them after deliberate investigation, and they are
therefore entitled to a fair consideration.

As the book is published " by subscription only,"
it cannot be obtained through booksellers, but it will
be sent post-paid, by the publisher, to any address on
receipt of the price ; and he informs us that orders
of ten or more copies will be filled and sent by ex-'
press at a very liberal discount to physicians who
would wish to place it in the hands of their patients,
or students who will act as agents. It is selling with
singular rapidity already.

T^L3

Tr-
chan

-^ni,
of dislocation and Fracture ofthe Hip, with the Reduction of the Dislocation by

the Jlexion Method. By Henry J. Bigblow,
M. !>., lrofessor ofSurgery in the Medical School
Harvard University—with Illustration. Phila-
delphia: H. 0. Lea. 1869. 1 vol. cloth, pp. <50.
This handsomely printed book, on fine paper,

with good illustrations, is a monograph of the most
complete character on the accidents of which it
treats. The name of the distinguished author is
alone sufficient to guaranty its thoroughness.
After a discussion of the anatomy of the hip, fol-

low the regular and irregular dislocations, special
conditions of dislocations, angular extension, frac-
ture of the neck of the femur, and finally fracture of
the pelvis. In the introduction an abstract is given
of the propositions which it is the intention of the
author to establish, which indicates at a glance the
original character of the production.

NOTES ONBQOrs.
Our Young Folks, the popular youth'? magazine

published by Fields, Osg-ood & Co., of Bosfco i,

incr eases in interest with every number. It has
less of the sensational and more of the useful than
formerly. Mrs. Agasstz is turn ishing a valuable
series of articles in Natural History, and other
writers are supplying articles in History, the me-
chanic arts, etc., besides the usual quota ol interest-
ing and useful stories, music, puzzles, rebuses, etc.,

etc. We furuish the Young Folks to our subscri-
bers at $1.50.

We are very glad to receive a Catalogue of the
Graduates of the Jefferson Medical College, of this

city, from its organization in 1826 to 1869 inclusive.

Appended to it is a table giving the Nationality of
the Graduates—the total number since the organiza-
tion being 5,651. It is a very interesting document
not on'y to the alumni of Jefferson College, but to

all medical rae.x. All our medical colleges should
issue such catalogues. We believe it was in
1850 that the University of Pennsylvania issued a
catalogue. It, is quite tim- it had issued a new edi-

tion.

Dr. Lewis W. Oakley, of Elizabeth, New
Jersey, who has for eight years held the position of

Surgeon-General of the State, resigned recently.
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V Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,

News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

US?" To insure publication, articles must be practical,

I brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

We particularly value the practical experience of coun-
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

TO SUBSCRIBERS.

The 21st volume of the Medical and Sur-

gical Reporter began 011 July 3rd. A
large number of subscriptions are due from

that date, and we look to a prompt response

to the bills already sent out and being sent.

—

Our bills always call for PAYMENT IN AD-

VANCE.

"We can still supply a few complete sets or

volumes from the commencement, bound or un-

bound. They should be applied for soon, as

they will soon be exhausted.

3°S

world-wide ce-

WHY IS IT ?

We have had upon our table for some days

the last edition of Mr. William Banting's
tract " On Corpulence," and at intervals we
haye been expending upon it a good deal of

thought. Not, as some of our readers who do

not personally know us, might imagine, that

there is any call for us to diminish our own
figures. Unlike Falstaff, we are in very rea-

sonable compass. The question in our mind
which led us to take up Banting, and muse
over his essay, was this : Why is it, that a

non-meclical man, retailing to the public some
information which he confessedly learned from

his physician, secured in a few years for his

unpretending pamphlet a sale of 63,000 copies

in England alone, and no one can say how
many in other countries ?

The fact is more extraordinay as corpulence

is neither a very distressing, nor a very com-
mon, nor at all a painful, or a dangerous con-

dition of the system. How, then, we asked

ourselves, did this tract gain a

lebrity at such short notice ?

We confess the answer is not yet perfectly

clear to us, but on some points we feel sure.

Certainly nothing more vividly illustrates the

intense interest which the outside public feels

in medical facts, if they are only properly pre-

sented.

There was absolutely nothing original in

Mr. Harvey's advice to Mr. Banting. No
claim of the kind was put forward. The sam e

rules of dietetics were laid down by Brillat,
Savarin, nay, by Galen, Celstjs, and Hip-

pocrates himself. Yet when Mr. Banting
consulted the London physicians of eminence

he asserts they put him off with vague direc-

tions or unpleasant recommendations.

The avoidance of technicalities is not the

only merit of the work. To be sure, a writer

ignorant of medical terms may be able to shun

them more surely than one to whom the}' ever

present themselves as the fit expressions.

The precise defining of what may and what
may not be eaten, is undoubtedly a very strong

feature. It is the daily experience of physi-

cians that most patients wish to put implicit

confidence in their doctors, and obey them
blindly. They, therefore, want full and mi-

nute directions.

Then it may be that the very fact that Mr.

B. was not a physician was in his favor with

the public. Otherwise most readers, and none
more quickly than professional readers, would
have set him clown as some empiric, having

an axe to grind at his neighbor's expense.

There are always thousands ready to cast this

stone at associates. They often hit the mark,
but they never si op to inquire beforehand

about the justice of the transaction.

In this case it was certainly wrong, as most
assuredly Mr. Banting was actuated by none
but the worthiest motives. This edition of his

tract contains a Prospectus for the purpose of

founding and end j wing an institution to be

called the Middlesex County Convalescent

Hospital. ]
Mr. B, handsomely heads the list

with five hundred pounds sterling, and more-

over, shows m his preface that he has given

away in charity every penny the enormous
sale of his pamphlet has brought him in. So
his motives may not be impugned.

He mentioned as an interesting physiologi-

cal fact that he finds by careful and repeated

observations that sugar is the most fattening

article of diet he can eat. He says if he con-

sumes five ounces of it in the course of a week,
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he will gain in flesh one pound. "We remem-

ber that Dr. Stark, in a series of similar ex-

periments, proved that for him suet was the

most productive of weight. No doubt differ-

ent individuals will be differently affected.

VISITING LISTS.

The Nineteenth Annual Edition of Lindsay

& Blakiston's " Physician's Visiting List," for

1870, is before us. This long-established and
popular business diary is so well known that

it requires no extended notice from us.

We have recently compared the visiting

lists published in this country with those pub-

lished in England and G-ermany, with a view

to learn any points in the latter worthy of im-

itation. The English Lists are plain, with

very little reading matter, and a journal sheet

on which to journalize the daily entries every

month, previously to posting them in the led-

ger.

The " Preussischer Medicinal-Kalendar " has

more similarity, in point of printed matter, to

Dr. Butler's Pocket Record. After the

blank pages for entries it gives a fee-bill, a syn-

opsis of the most important therapeutical prep-

arations and their doses, remarks on prescrip-

tion-writing, maximum doses of certain danger-

ous drugs, remarks on nomenclature in drugs,

doses for hypodermic use, rules for prescrib-

ing cheap medicines, (a good idea,) the army
supply table, medicinal weights and measures,

maxims for medicated baths, diagnosis and
treatment of poisonings, obstetric and gynae-

cological weights and measures, instructions

for examining urine, the most celebrated min-

eral waters and bathing places with the names
of attending physicians, a list of public and
private insane asylums, a table for calculating

confinements, selections from Sneller's test

types, and finally a " pharmacopoeia elegans,"

and advertisements. This is more complete

than anything of the kind published in this

country, and yet the volume is not at all un-

wieldy in form or size.

There is a second part to this Kalendar

which contains a complete list of all the phy-

sicians, civil and military, in Prussia. Such a

directory is something much needed in this

country, and it has been attempted already

but not carried out.

An Indiana man, " deaf as an adder" for

nearly twenty years, was suddenly cured the other

day by a fall from a hay-mow. So say the papers.

[Vol. xxi.
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A Fecund Family.

We obtain the following from the Cincinnati

Commercial

:

Mo COY"—BROWN—In Carroll" Co., Ca., August 8,
1869, to Mrs. Jane S. McCoy, twins ; and on the same day,
in the same house, to her" daughter, Mrs. Ann Brown,
twins, all boys. The last named is said to be only 15 years
of age

;
grandmother, 28 ;

great-grandmother, 48.

We should say this was hard to beat.

Prescriptions in English.

Apropos of what we said about writing prescrip-

tions in English in a late number, we have noticed

since that the Dublin Quarterly Journal of Medical

Science—certainly not at all radical, has this notice

to correspondents prominently displayed

:

'Authors of communications are requested to

write the prescriptions in their papers in full and in

English."

We notice the printer or his devil made a slight

error or two in our model prescriptions in that arti-

cle, but only such as the reader can readily correct.

Sandstone in Architecture.

The Independent says: Appleton's Journal, a

magazine which combines with remarkable success

the scientific with the literary, says that none of the

brown sandstone used so freely in New York is ca-

pable of resisting the action of rain and frost. Even
in Trinity church, confessedly built of the best sand-

stone, the work of disintegration has commenced.

It is very common to see doorsteps, window-caps,

and cornices which are flaking off along the lines of

stratification. A hundred years hence these build-

ings will be in a sad state.

We have often had occasion to observe this unfor-

tunate use of sand and other soft stones in public

structures. We could instance some public build-

ings in this city, the beautiful capitol of Tennessee

at Nashville, and others. But a very sad instance of

the error of using sandstone in works of art, came
under our observation a few days since, in Central

Park, New York, where there is a group—beautiful

in conception and creditable in execution—repre-

senting some lines of that beautiful song "Auld Lang
Syne," and which, though but a few years old, is

fast yielding to the action of the elements.

Photographs of Distinguished Medical Men.
Since the advertisement in our columns of the

photographs of distinguished European physicians

and surgeons, many inquiries have been made for

the photographs of prominent American medical

men. We have made inquiry and failed to obtain

any, but if sufficient inducement is offered we will

try to effect an arrangement between prominent men
and some photographer, by which suclj pictures can

be furnished on call.
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Electricity.

The view long entertained by some American

Scientists regarding electricity is similar to that ex-

il! pressed by the Rev. Father Secchi of Rome, in a let-

ter addressed to M. F. Mazco at Turin, the follow-

ing extract from which appears in the Paris Les

Monde: "I believe that the true theory of elec-

tricity will result from the principle that electricity

;

is not a motion, but a change of the quantitative and

dynamic equilibrium of the ether which constitutes

the atoms of the substances, and that the propaga-

L tion of such a change is brought about by the mov-

;
ing of the ether from one atom to another ; this mo-

11
tion shakes, disturbs the ether of the atoms, and

3 thus produces heat."

Eegeneration of Limbs.

£ M. Philippeaux's experiments on the regeneration

of limbs have been repeated by Milne-Edwards, who
\ has described some new results in a communication

to the French Academy of Sciences. His early ex-

periments on reptiles prove that if the limbs of a newt

j

be cut off, the scapula or ilium being left behind, the

j

limbs will be reproduced ; but if the scapula is re-

[ moved, the limb is never reproduced. His recent

j

1 experiments with fishes give similar results. If the

s fin-rays of a fish be cut off, they will be reproduced

;

but if the part corresponding with the scapula be

s removed, no reproduction will take place.

Errata.

;

Several recent numbers of tbe Reporter have

been marred by numerous typographical errors. We
must say that our printers have been unnecessarily

careless, but the fault has not been altogether with

them. We shall give more personal attention to the

proof reading in the future. In last week's number
the name of Professor Dawson, of Cincinnati, ap-

pears as Dauson, p. 271 ; that of Dr. J. M. Toner,
of Washington, as Touer, p. 281 ; and that of Dr.

A. J. Chadsey, of New York, as Chadery, p. 288.

The Insane.

By the census of 1860, it appears that there were

23,999 insane persons in the United States and Ter-

ritories, at that date, an increase of 8,389 during the

previous decade. Probably there are uearly 30,000

insane persons in our country now. In 1860 there

were 49 hospitals for the insane in our States and

Territories ; and more will be reported in the next

census.

These 23,999 insane persons are probably mem-
bers of nearly that number of families ; and stand

in ties of endearing relationship to many times that

number of kindred ; all affected, more or less, with

the sorrow which dwells in the homes of the insane.

Thus, the insane and their sympathizing friends

must be counted, 'in our country, by hundreds of

thousands.

More Superstitions,

The Independent in noticing the superstition of

"biting the snake," recently recorded in our columns,

gives the following additional instances

:

We know a hale old fellow, about 65 years old,

from Pennsylvania, who attributes his complete re-

covery from consumption, when a young man, to

his having followed the prescription of an Indian

squaw, who directed him to cut out and eat the

hearts of two rattlesnakes, and then hang the rep-

tiles up by the side of the fireplace, and when
thoroughly dry, to pound them up in a mortar and
take the snake powder in whisky. The more igno-

rant classes in New York and Pennsylvania have

the notion that quinsy can be cured by holding in

the mouth a green frog till it dies. The animal is

said to absorb the poison from the throat and swell

up and die

.

Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.

Obstinate Vomiting.

Eds. Med. and Surg. Reporter :

Allow me, through your valuable journal, to con-

tribute a mite that may be beneficial to some of your

numerous readers. I was called early on the morn-

ing of Sept. 23d, to visit Mrs. W., a lady about 65

years of age. I found her suffering from great pain

in her right side, shooting through to her back. She

had been vomiting almost incessantly for several

hours. After examining the case closely, I came to

the conclusion that there was organic disease of the

liver and pylorus. She was almost prostrated from

frequent and severe retching. At first she threw up

bile, but afterwards nothing but mucus. Her
complexion was cadaverous; her countenance

anxious. Her tongue was dry, but not heavily

furred. It was evident, from the appearance of the

patient, that if the vomiting could not be checked,

death from prostration would soon follow. After

using chloroform in water, charcoal, acetate of mor-

phia, sinapisms, hydrocyanic acid, and other reme-

dies without any satisfactory result, I began to

despair saving the life of the patient, as none of the

remedies prescribed would remain on the stomach

long enough to produce any desirable residt. At
last I resorted to the use of the Hypodermic Syringe.

I injected about one-sixth of a grain of Acetate of

Morphia in solution into her right side and arm,

and in less than half an hour the vomiting ceased.

I visited the patient Sept. 24th and 25th, and there

has been no recurrence of the vomiting more than

an occasional mouthful of mucus, brought up by

wind from the stomach. O. C. Alexander.
Albany, Sept. 25, 1869.
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Formulae for Quinia.
Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter :

The following formulae, which I send you, will be

found efficacious as tonics or antiperiodics, and not

unpalatable to the majority of persons, the taste of

quinia and cinchonia being partially or entirely dis-

guised :

R. Quiniae sulphatis, gr.xv.

Cinchonia? sulphatis, gr. x.

Aeidi tannici, gr. x.

Syrupi,

Syr. aurantii cor., aa. fgvj.

01. aurantii,

01. sassafras, aa. gtt.iv.

Aquae cinnamon) i, ff ij. M.

R. Quinise sulphatis, gr. xx.
Li . potassas ars., ir^xx.

Acidi tannici, gr. xij.

Syr. aurantii cor., f^vj.

Aq. menth. pip., f^iij- M.
Sig. fgj ter die. As an antiperiodic, f^ss to f ^jss.

To prevent the slightest bitter taste, which begins

to be perceived about a half minute after swallowing

the dose, rinse the mouth with water or with cold

tea, which is better.

We are all liable to error. " Sweet milk " was al-

leged, or rather, believed, by a correspondent of the

Medical & Surgical Reporter (1869), to dis-

guise the taste of " quinine," but I must say that some
mistake was made in regard to it, and yet it may have

suited his own taste, as stated, but, that was an

idiosyncrasy. I gave it a fair trial several years ago,

and also since that statement, using sweet milk, both

with and without the addition of sugar, and am pre-

pared to say that it has little or no effect upon either

sulphate of quinia or the alkaloid quinia which is

less bitter than the salt.

Coffee (if a good article), in strong decoction or

prepared by displacement or in powder, disguises the

taste of a large proportion of quinia or cinchonia and

like bitters, not impairing the medical properties,

and, though not new, it seems - not to be generally

known.

The substance, the taste of which is to be disguis-

ed, must be used in form of powder ; if dissolved first

with an acid, a decided bitterness will be perceived.

A decoction of a certain strength—a weak prepar-

ation will not answer the purpose—of a mixture of

green and black teas (I have not succeeded so well

with either alone, yet there can be no reason why
one will not do), after standing with the leaves for

eight hours, will to a very great extent conceal the

taste of the sulphates of quinia and ciachonia.

Snow Hill, Md., Sep., 1869. J. B. R. P.

News and Miscellany.

—— The number of bathers in the Boston public-

baths in August was 331,800—an increase over the

same month in 1868 of 101,931
; 58,670 of the num-

ber were of the feminine sex.

[Notices inserted in this column gratis, and are solicited

from all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolw
Hons of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to a line.]

MARRIED.

Elmer—Gray—Sept. 29th, at Columbia, Pa., by the
Rev. B. H. Witherow, Dr. William Elmer, Jr., of Tren-
ton, N. Jv and Miss Alice Gray, of the former place.

yinlet—Thompson By Rev. J. S. Stuchell. Septem-
ber 23d, at the residence of Mr. Moses Thomson, Dr. F.'
M. Finley, of Finleyville, and Miss Emeline Thomson,
all of Union township, Washington county, Pa.

Meredith—Stockton—At Phoanixville, Pa., on the
evening of the 21st inst., by Rev. W. R. Stockton, H. Clay
Meredith, M. D., aud Miss Laura A. Stockton, eldest
daughter of the officiating clergyman.

Winans—Smith—At St. George's Church, Hanovor
Square, London, September 16th, by Rev. A. D. Mat-
thews, B. A., Clinton Winans, fourth son of Ross Winans,
of Baltimore, TJ. S. A., and Mathilde Felicie, second
daughter of Ignace Leveaux, Bruxelles, widow of Peter
Smith, M. D., of Kentucky, U. S. A., late of Wimpole
street, London.

DIED.

Harned—At Woodbridge, N. J., on Monday, Septem-
ber 27th, Rebecca S., wife of Samuel P. Harned, M. D.,
in the 31st year of her age.

QUERIESJAND REPLIES.

Messrs. Editors : Please to inform me through your an-
swers to correspondents, as to your opinion of the follow-
ing case

:

Male, set. 40; good health
;
occupation, banker

;
plenty

fresh air every day ; lives well, but on good diet
;
nothing

of an epicure ; for last two years has had an ulcer on
septum nasi, of diameter of athree-cent piece, situatedin
the lower cavity—that is, below the inferior turbinated
bone ; it does not heal, but forms a crust, which either
falls off' or is blown out whilst blowing nose, followed by
slight bleeding ; the edge of the nostril is subject to great
irritation, sometimes even involving the wnole end of
nose, and producing general constitutional disorder ; dur-
ing these, attacks it has been my practice to use local de-
pletion by small punctures, and general antiphlogistic
treatment.
But the ulcer is my " bugbear." I have tried all forms

of local and constitutional treatments, and even the hobby
of the day—" Carbolic acid"—has had no eflect on it.

What would you recommend ? P. C. R., M. D.
Wabashaw, Minn.

Dr. G. W. K., of Ind Flint's Practice of Medicine costs

$7.50, sheep
; $6,50, cloih.

Dr. H. T. T., of Pa—Wishes to know the formula re-

commended by the Surg. Gen. U. S. A., for preparing aro-

matic syrup of blackberry.

Dr. E. E., of Pa Wishes to know the best recipe for

elixir of iron, calisaya, and strychnia.

METEOROLOGY.

SEPT. 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26,

Wind

Weather.
j

DepthRain

S. w.
Clear

29. E.
Cl'dy
rain

t. &1.
1-10

N. E.
Cl'dy

N.E.
Cl'dy

S.E.
Cl'dy

~S^~
Cl'dy

S.W.
Cl'dy

7-10

Thermom. . ..

Minimum..
At 8, A M.
At 12, M...
At 3, P.M.
Mean

59°

69
80
83
72.75

65°

(8
79
81
73.25

62°

68
72
72
68.50

60°

65
69
70
66.

61°

69
73
72
68.75

57°
67
77
76
69.25

55°

73
73
72
68.25

Barometer..
At 12, M... 30.2 30.2 30.2 30.2 30.2 30.2 30.

Oermantown, Pa. B. J. Leepom.
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SPECIMENS IN THE ARMY MEDICAL
MUSEUM.

By J. G. F. Holston, M. D.,
Of Washington, D. C.

History of Specimen No. 1020

—

Containing al-

most the entire Uterus, with a large Fibrous

Tumor Developed in its Posterior Wall and

Fundus, removed by Operation, together with

the Ovaries >
also in a Diseased Condition,

Sister Philomena 0. S. D.. aged 43 years, had,

five years ago, an attack of acute dysentery,

accompanied with extreme tormina and reten-

tion of urine, for which the catheter had to be

employed for weeks. Soon after a pro-

trusion was observed from the vulva, which

was then, by her medical attendant, and by

several other physicians, subsequently, sup-

posed to be the prolapsed uterus. It was
easily returned, but could not be retained, by

any contrivance the patient could bear, so

that habitually it hung between the thighs, to

the extent of four inches. Menstruation some-

what irregular, and often in excess, was al-

ways discharged from the perfectly natural os

tinea?, at the extremity of the protrusion. Ex-
treme attention to cleanliness kept the pro-

trusion from getting sore.

Somewhat over two years previous to this

date, some of the sisters and scholars ob-

served a marked alteration in sister P's form,

which she herself had not previously noticed,

but upon examining herselfshe found a swelling

proceeding from the right groin and extending

upward. This was perfectly moveable, rolled

over on turning to the left, could be elevated

and depressed with ease, gave no pain on

handling, and never struck her as being any

way connected with the prolapse. Her general

health after recovering from the dysentery,

was moderately good. Sister P. sent for me,
in the early part of July, 1869, and having
received the above history, I proceeded to a
careful examination.

The patient, apparently in good general

health, weighs probably near 200 lbs., quite

adipose. The protrusion was found as de-

scribed, and presented in appearance and size

the virgin uterus, somewhat atrophied, covered
by the vagina ; the fingers could be clasped

above and encountered, through the mucus
wall, only a cord of somewhat hard consist-

ence. The uterine sound entered about two
and a quarter inches. The protrusion consid-

ered by me, as well as my predecessors, as the

uterus, was now returned, the patient lying on
her back with the knees drawn up, and re-

mained within the vagina during the subse-

quent steps of the examination. The abdo-

men was now uncovered and presented the

appearance of the last term of pregnancy. A
tumor was discovered, reaching almost to the

sternum, globular, insensible, quite moveable

in every direction. Percussion gave the clear

resonance of the intestines, above and on each

side, the hand could be pressed considerably

under the tumor, so that it could be elevated

with ease from the pubis. The tumor itself

gave an obscure sensation of fluctuation. The
obscurity being ascribed to the thick abdom-

inal covering of fat and the thickness of the

cyst. The finger being introduced per vagi-

nam, encountered nothing of the tumor, nor

was any motion imparted to the cervix on

rolling or elevating the swelling. The uterine

sound was introduced as before, and about the

same distance, the uterus could be apparently

freely moved by it, while no motion of the

tumor communicated the slightest motion to

the long handle of the sound, external to the

309
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vagina. The conclusion was irresistable that

here was an unilocular ovarian-tumor, unat-

tached and most favorable f r removal, and
sister P., as well as the sister ^ho had all the

time been present, were so informed, but at

the sanie-tiun* a-eoH^t^l^ reqjre^ed, which,
however, from that excessive delio^cy often

found among nuns was declined, and the case

placed totally in my charge. Soon aft-^r her

next menstrual period I called again, and
found the same state of things. "With gre^t

difficulty I now obtained permission to call iu

the former medical attendant, who, however,

was absent and only called after I had left,

and gave no opinion and politely declined as-

sisting at the operation, on the plea of urgent

private practise. Contrary to my advice the

patient was removed to Providence hospital,

instead of being left at her quiet convent

home. She had a dose of oil in the evening,

and enema the following morning. I operated

next day, assisted by a number of prominent
physicians of this city.

Operation.—A. full history of the case having

been given the assistants, the patient was
placed in the usual position for ovariotomy

—

I standing between her limbs. The protru-

sions had been previously reduced and retain-

ed by a Meig's ring pessary. A superficial

examination having been made by the assis-

tant physicians, after she was under the influ-

ence of chloroform, I first inserted the cathe-

ter to empty the bladder, and then opened the

abdomen by an incision in the linea alba

about four inches in length, penetrating

through a layer of one fourth inch thickness

of fat and exposed the tumor, which presented

the usual appearance of an ovarian tumor.

Examination proved it perfectly free from ad-

hesion, and quite moveable, and as yet there

had been no misgiving as to its nature. I now
passed a large curved needle, armed with a

thick cord, so as to have control of the tumor.

Here the first indication of evil appeared. I

was sensible that I had not fully penetrated to

the interior, but a copious flow of mucus,

strongly mixed with venous blood, followed.

The principal surgeon present remarked, " the

cyst is very thick;" to which I replied, " I fear

we have a solid tumor"—fluctuation, however,
still apparently present, I plunged in a large

curved trocar, to the depth of one and a half

inches ; but neither blood nor any fluid follow-

ed. The opening proving insufficient for the

exit of the tumor, was enlarged to above the

umbilicus. By now drawing on the cord, and

pressing the base of the tumor down, it

popped out readily, and was followed by the

whole mass of the lesser intestines ; the two
gentlemen stationed at each side with flannel

compresses being unable to retain them. The
error in diagnosis was now clear enough. It

was the uterus I was dealing with. The organ

being already wounded, I deemed extirpation

the safer course, and as the ovaries both pre-

sented hydatiform, degeneration proposed to

include them, to which all present assented.

The removal was easy enough. The neck of

the uterus was enormously elongated, so as to

constitute a thin pedicle, the ovarian and fal-

lop»ian tubes lying close by its side. The part

in the vagijad rrc£s snw found to be the elon-

gated and hypertrophied neck of the uterus,

including the bulb ; and now that the uterus

was tilted forward, the sound could be intro-

duced, with some difficulty, two and a half

inches further than before, when it was par-

tially tilted back. The pedicle formed of the

cervix, at the inner os, and a portion of the

ligaments, were now embraced in the common
ovariotomy clamps, and screwed down into a
very slender compass, and all beyond the

clamp removed; for security, an additional

double ligature was passed below the clamp.

There was no bleeding. The intestines, with
some difficulty were reduced, the cavity

cleansed, and the wound closed, with silver

and silk sutures, the clamp lying across the

lower part of the incision without much trac-

tion. Charpie, moistened in solution of car-

bolic acid, was applied over the clamp and
lower part of the wound, broad adhesive

straps between the stitches, and a flannel

bandage pinned over all. She was placed in

bed at 12 M., the 28th of July; the operation

having lasted three quarters of an hour. She

was placed on her back, her shoulders a littJ e

elevated, and her knees bent, and supported

by hard cushions. She recovered well from
the chloroform, was free of pain, and only

complained slightly of the pressure of the

clamp. Examination per vaginam, proved the

cavity intact, and still conveyed the feeling

of the uterus in situ. She seemed to have suf-

fered little shock ; was cheerful and strong ; I

directed absolute quiet, little lumps of ice

when desired
;
opium, p. r. n.

6. P. M.—The house surgeon having failed

to introduce the catheter, I was sent for, and
introduced „the instrument without trouble ;

the only difficulty existing, being a flattening

of the urethra against the pubis. Drew 8 £ of
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healthy urine , which quite relieved her. Pulse

,

84; thermometer, 97. Tongue clean, surface

cool, mind cheerful; no thirst or desire for

food. Not expecting to see her again till

morning, left the catheter in the urethra,

placed a thick cloth under it, which I strongly

charged the attendants to change when satu-

rated.

30. 8 A. M.—Pulse regular, and 84; ther-

mometer, 971; tongue clean, mind cheerful;

complains no more of the clamp ; has taken

only two bits of ice ; but (I am still distressed

as I write), the cloths had not been changed,

and she almost floated up to the neck in a
puddle of sharp urine. She could not possibly

be left in that condition, so with great caution

the wet clothes were removed, and dry substi-

tuted—this was the turning point ; when done
she was evidently weaker.

12 M.—Pulse, 120
;
thermometer, 99£ ;

tongue

clean, intellect clear. Regurgitates the water

from the ice as soon as warm, without proper

vomiting. Has undoubtedly suffered secondary

shock. I again applied the catheter, now
armed with a rubber tube, to conduct the

urine out of the bed; drew near a pint of

urine, which continued to be discharged by
the tube.

6 P. M.—Much the same ; but thermometer
had fallen to 96 ; urine flowing through tube.

Regurgitation continues ; no pain.

11 P. M.—Same, but feebler; ordered injec-

tions of beef tea and brandy; also, try to give

beef tea by the mouth, if retained.

30. 8 A. M.—Had been restless during the

night, and for about two hours suffered severe

pain, for which she requested me, or the house-

surgeon (who does not sleep in the establish-

ment) to be sent for, which was not done.

Has not received an enema
;
pulse feeble and

uncertain; thermometer, 104£; tongue clean,

intellect clear; regurgitates everything, but

retained enema of beef tea and brandy given

by myself. According to promise, I now in-

formed her that she was in imminent danger

of death, so that she might have the last con-

solations of the church, which were accord-

ingly given, without making her state worse.

1 P. M.—Pulse intermittent; extremities

cold to elbow and knees; tongue clean and
cold ; intellect perfect, spoke strong ; warm
applications—without result. Evidently dying.

Took leave of her, with a cheerful greeting

on her part. Died at 6 P. M., having for the

last hour gradually become drowsy. No post

mortem allowed, though the wound was

closed, and the pedicle had contracted ; solid

adhesions to the parietes of abdomen.

The case would undoubtly have recovered,

had it not been for the errors in the after

care.

The morning after the operation, she was in

so pleasant a state (urine excepted) that an

experienced surgeon expressed his astonish-

ment at her good condition, and said, he made
no doubt of her recovery.

Errors of diagnosis in abdominal surgery

have been, unfortunately, quite common, and

constitute a formidable drawback in this class

of operations. Myself, on a former occasion,

assisted by a learned and skillful medical gen-

tleman of your city, and others, was obliged

to leave unfinished an ovarian operation, le^

cause, in addition to the very large cyst, cor-

rectly diagnosed, filled with the usual brown-

ish, glutinous fluid—there was a semi-solid

mass of encephaloid character, probably filling

the whole upper part of the pelvis, adhering

all around, and appearing, as if cast into it.

Patient died the fourth day. J, Courty, Mala-

dies de U Uterus et ses annexes, gives a long list

of such errors, placing no less than eight to

the share of one distinguished American sur-

geon.

Spencer Wells, on " Diseases ofthe Ovaries,'

'

first vol., page 350, et sup., gives five cases of

extirpation of the uterus, of which only the

last is pretended to be upon a clear, well-

founded diagnosis, and the first on an absolute

error, in which also Mr. Clay participated.

Refer also to Clay's list of errors, given in

Hewit on "Diseases of Women," page 537.

Nay, there is in the Army Medical Museum
a preparation of an " extra uterine pregnan-

cy" (No. 795), extirpated as an ovarian tu-

mor, by a most distinguished surgeon, and

the error not discovered till after removal. On
incision, a stout four to five months old foetus,

scarcely dead, with appendages, was found.

The mere enumeration of errors can, however,

be of little use, unless the particular source of

that error were pointed out for the future

guidance of ourselves and others ; this has

been much neglected.

In the case above narrated, it is evident to

me that had I, notwithstanding the large con-

currence of signs and symptoms well calcula-

ted to deceive, added one other means of diag-

nosis, the error would have been avoided

;

examine the patient resting on her knees and

breast by means of the sound and the finger

in the rectum. Her extreme delicacy and my
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full persuasion caused me to neglect this most

important means. Had I done so, the sound

would have entered five or six inches, and by

its moving perfectly with the tumor, disclosed

its character. This would also have clearly

pointed out the nature of the prolapse, namely,

elongated hypertrophy of the neck of the

uterus, so well described by P. C. HuauiER
—Memoire sur les Allongements hypertropTiiques,

Paris, 1860. (Observation xrv.) So far as my
view of the matter is concerned, I should still

probably have operated, but would have done

so in a more satisfactory manner to myself,

for I am well persuaded that twenty years

hence, removal of the uterus will not be looked

upon as more formidable than removal of the

ovary was twenty years ago. I think in all

such cases the ovaries should be removed
also to prevent immediate and subsequent

trouble of those organs.

Medical Societies.
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RECENT MATTERS IK GYNECOLOGY.

By C. D. Palmer, M. D.

(Reported by Dr. Hadlock).

A most remarkable case of amenorrhoea is report-

ed in the Obstetrical Journal for May, 1869, occur-

ring in an apparently healthy woman, who, although

thirty-one years of age, had not menstruated until

after the weaning of her last child, and had not had
any lochial flow, although she had passed through six

normal labors in a married life of eleven years.

The possibility of the uterine sound being acci-

dentally passed alor.g the fallopian tube into the

peritoneal cavity, and its presence felt through the

abdominal walls, admits of considerable plausibility,

from reported cases by Duncan and others. Dr.

Duncan has established the fact, that the cervix uteri

undergoes a considerable degree of elongation from
parturition.

Chlorate of Potassa still maintains its good re-

putation as a preventive of abortion. It is best

adapted to cases of threatened abortion, depending

upon disease of the placenta. Its use should be

long continued, in doses of hj-xx grs., three times

per day. The experiments of Davy and others

proved, that when an alkaline salt was brought in

contact with the blood, an arterial appearance re-

sulted. This led Simpson to make use of this agent.

The bromide of potassium is thought by some to

have a good effect in the same manner. It is be-

lieved that the results obtained arise, in part, from

the fact that syphilis in children is sometimes cured

by the administration of these agents.

The uses of laminaria digitata and sponge, as

tents, will never, perhaps, supercede each other.

The former, on account of small size, is often es-

sential to prepare the way for the operation of hys-

terotomy, besides, with it, any amount of dilatation

necessary, exceeding even that from the sponge, can

can be effected, by the union of several pieces into a

bundle, tied at its lower and upper extremities.

But, for the ordinary uses of tents, the sponge pre-

pared with disinfectants, on account of producing

less pain in expansion, and comparative ease of re-

tention, is preferable.

Dr. Meadows, of London, recommends that va-

ginal suppositories be made of neutral soap and pul-

verized althaea root, in place of cocoa butter. Ha
uses three parts of the former to one of the latter,

and regards the materials as cleaner, more emollient,

and facilitating the absorption of whatever is incor-

porated with them, while the vagina fully absorbs

greasy articles. The medicinal agents used, and

the diseases for which they are specially adapted,

need scarcely be mentioned, as suppositories have of

late years come into quite general use.

Ergot is a remedy which has met with but very

little use in medicine, except in obstetric practice.

This is to be explained in part, from the fact thai

scarce any physiological experimentation has been

made with the drug. Brown-Sequard says that

" ergot is a special stimulant of the unstriped, in-

voluntary muscular fibres, wherever found." He
observed that the vessels of the pia mater contracted

under its influence. Its power over the capillaries

in all parts of the body—over the heart, stomach,

intestines, bladder, and uterus—is marked. It is a

mistake to suppose it has no influence over the un-

impregnated uterus. This physiological fact be-

comes, in practice, of great therapeutic value. Dr.

Meadows, in a recent number of the "Practitioner,"

speaks of its remedial power in certain uterine af-

fections as most valuable. In sub-involution, chronic

subacute metritis, with hypertrophy, diseases of mal-

nutrition, in all these being an increased vascularity

of the organ, though mostly of a passive or congest-

ive kind, liable to excessive discharges of mucus or

blood, and characterized by increased bulk of tissue.

In these, ergot acts beneficially, by lessening vascu-

larity, by diminishing the calibre of the vessels, and

inducing a state of tonic contraction of the uterus

itself
;
improving the nutrition of the organ, and im-

parting a firmer and healthier tone. Amenorrhcea,

leucorrhcea, and menorrhagia, dependent upon

uterine atony, call for the administration of ergot.

The reaction against the operation of hysterotomy

of late is still more marked. There can be no ques-

tion that some of the advantages of the operation

have been greatly overrated. That the operation



Oct, 16, 1869.] Medical

has been performed much too frequently without re-

gard to the proper selection of cases ; that cures have

been reported when only temporary palliation was

the result, geems to be the verdict of most in the pro-

fession who have carefully watched this subject.

Routh, of the London Obstetrical Society, makes

some good practical remarks concerning hyster-

otomy. He divides the operation ^into major and

minor, the former being division through the os

internum ; the latter through the externum. It is

•ften necessary to dilate before incising, especially

if there is much constriction. Too much dilatation

should not be attempted at one time (for days) for

fear of some form of " itis." He objects to the use

of the scissors, employed by others, because perma-

nent interference with the circulation must result,

from cuttting the cervix through and through. He
recommends bis own hystriotomic, which makes a

bilateral incision. Aftc which, a piece of muslin,

soaked in a weak solution of carbolic acid, is intro-

duced into the wound, and daily removed. The
patient is directed to remain in bed one week, until

the parts are healed ; then a bougie is passed daily

or bi-daily, for a period of two weeks, to prevent

contraction. He selects, as the best time, that fol-

lowing the menses, and never performs the opera-

tion in his office. The objects the operation bears

in view are—the relief of obstruction, dysmenor-

rhoea, sterility, and flexions. In selecting cases,

special attention must be had to avoid an@emic,

broken-down, rheumatic, or gouty subjects.

Scarification for inflammatoiy affections of the os,

and intra-vaginal portion of cervix, has been long

recommended and frequently practiced by the best

gynaecologists, on the same principle that local de-

flection is resorted to for other inflammatory dis-

eases ; but it is to H. R. Stokeb, of Boston, that we
are indebted for prominently bringing before the

profession the utility of intra-uterine scarification,

for chronic endo-metritis and metritis. Dr. Mil,

lee, of Dorchester, Mass., first made use of intra-

uterine scarification, with an instrument of his own
invention, as far back as 1863, which has been im-

proved upon by Dr. Storer, and still more recently

by Dr. Pdstkham, of Lynn, Mass.

The subject of intra-uterine injections has met
with very many animated discussions in this coun-

try and Europe ; the verdict of the profession at the

present time is against their use. Still, the amount
of benefit to be derived from their proper adminis-

tration in chronic endo-metritis with uterine catarrh

s so much greater than by any other possible means

of local application, by unfolding a greater extent of

the diseased surface, that it is well to bear in mind the

necessary precautions which should unavoidably be

taken. 1. Secure full dilatation of the uterine canal,

permitting the escape of the injected fluid ; to this

end use sponge, laminaria, or has been suggested by

Dr. Kammerer ofNew York, the dilators of metal

;

Societies. 313

2. Let the uterine cavity be cleansed of all secretion

by injections with warm water or wiping it out with

cotton wrapped on a probe ; 3. Let the temperature

of the injected fluid be about that of the body. The
quantity of the fluid ( caustic) should not exceed a

half drachm ; much less will frequently suffice ; 5.

The fluid should be injected slowly and gently, drop

by drop.

In the June number of the Edinburgh Medical

Journal, Dr. Duncan speaks of "Inguinal Site of

Para-Metritis Phlegmon and Abscess," an afflic-

tion far from uncommon, and whose situation is far

from being definitely defined or described. It does

not resemble either of the above named affections,

but it it essentially an inflammation of the cellular

tissue along the inguinal canal, leading sometimes to

abscess, with no immobility of the uterus, no rough-

ness or hardness within the pelvic cul de-sacs ; but

hardness, swelling and tenderness along the inguinal

seat, following delivery—to be treated by blistering,

poulticing and the knife when suppurating.

Dr. G. H. Kidd has an article in the"' February

number, this year, of the Dublin Quarterly, on
surgical treatment of polypoid and friboid (intra

uterine) tumors. Patient being under chloroform •

after having dilated the uterus with sea-tangle tents,

six or eight in number, placed side by side, the

length of the cavity, to the extent desired ; the uter-

us dragged down near the vulva, with a vulsellum

forceps, and the ecraseur applied.

In the treatment of inversion of the uterus, a

good rule in recent cases is, to attempt the reduc-

tion of the part first which has inverted first; but

in chronic cases, as recommended by Dubois and

others, return first the part inverted last. In the

former class of cases, the os is sufficiently large for

the whole organ to pass through, but in the latter,

it must be enlarged by the fingers at the roof of the

vagina. Dr Barnes makes three longitudinal in-

cisions into the os, so as to relax the circular fibres,

and then applies taxis. Cases are now and then re-

ported, showing that pressure, employed steadily

and for a long time, is successful in reduction, when
vaiious other means fail

;
as, for instance, the case

reported hi the last number of the Obstetrical Jour-

nal, where the caoutchouc tampon, retained in the

vagina some fourteen days, and kept continually dis-

ended to the utmost with water, succeeded, after

seven failures to replace the uterus, both with hands

and various instruments.

Anteflexion, says Dr. Jacobi, of New |
York, is

congenital in a majority of cases ; less than thirty

per cent present any symptoms, and is normal to

early life, being always present. The changes in

the adult position is effected, not by changes in the

organ itself, but by changes in the neighborhood.

In the infant, if the bladder is empty, the uterus is

anteflexed ; if full, it is straight. In an adult, after

the organs have grown, the uterus is kept up.
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Retroflexion, never congenital, is always the re-

sult of diseases, such as tumors and adhesions, me-

chanically dragging the fundus out of position—or it

is dependent upon uterine atony, the result of in-

flammatory action.

The operation of ovariocentesis vaginalis, says Dr.

Noeggerath of New York, is applicable to certain

cases of ovarian, tumors, especially large, simple

cysts, which can be reached per vaginam, behind

the uterus. Adhesions when strong and extensive af-

ford some contra-indications ; still it is known that

they often undergo atropic degeneration when their

source of nutrition is cut off. It is known that the

presence of adhesions between the cyst and the

structures within the pelvis are strong objections to

the operation of ovariotomy. Such, however, are

favorable to this operation. Walls thick and hard

afford no special barrier, since they can be cut layer

by layer with the knife ; even if the tumor is of the

colloid form, it has met with success. When com-
pound, secondary and tertiary cysts exist, subse-

quent operations are required, dependent upon the

relative location of the tumors. The operation as

described by Dr. Noeggerath in the Obstetrical Jour-

nal for May, consists in first dividing the vaginal

wall behind the uterus, which is steadied and pushed

toward the pubis with the sound, introducing trocar

into the tumor, drawing off its contents, pulling

down with a hook the edges of cyst and uniting

them with silver wire sutures to the edges of t he va-

gina—maintaining a prominent opening—injecting

solution of carbolic acid until sac is obliterated. Fa-

vorable statistics of 34 successful cases in 55 o pera-

ations are reported from various sources.

Ter- Chloride of carbon in solution, makes a val-

uable local application to malignant diseases of the

uterus. Acting as a decided local ansesthetic. It sub-

dues pain, suspends hemorrhage, and removes fetor.

Editorial Department.

Periscope.

Osteo-Pathology.

We learn from the Lancet that Professor Lajh-

genbeck has recently read a paper before the Ber-

lin Medical Society on the subject of " Morbid In-

crease of length of the Long Bones." In this paper

he has called attention to the fact that the long bones,

when subject to irritation during the growing period

of life, are apt to increase in length and thickness.

It seem 3 strange that in all the experiments on the

subject of bone growth it never occurred to any one

to compare the bones of the corresponding limbs.

He has observed in various cases where the bone

has suffered from some continued irritation—for in-

stance, a joint inflammation, or a necrosis—that

lengthening of the limb has followed. In one case,

that of a little girl about nine years old, who had
suffered for six years from chronic inflammation of

the elbovi -joint, he found, though the bones of the

forearm in both limbs were of similar length, the

humerus on the deceased side measured one and a

half centimetres more than that on the sound. A
man, fifty-six years of age, who had had disease of

the tibia since he was three years old, wa3 admitted

to the clinic with carcinoma recti, for which he was

operated on, but died a few days after. On com-

paring the bones in this case, the diseased tibia was
found two centimetres longer, measuring from the

nner condylet the point of the maleolus internus,

and from the fro. it borders of the internal joint su: -

face of the knee along the crista to the front border

of the ankle-joint, no less than four and a half centi-

metres. The tibia, though generally thickened and

enlarged along its entire length, showed a diminu-

tion in amount of joint surface. The fibula was

two centimetres longer. In this case it appears that

the fibula had grown proportionately with the tibia,

but this, as Professor Langenbeck says, has beea

previously observed by Paget and others. From his

observations he draws three conclusions, viz.

:

1. Morbid causes which produce irritation, and

hyperemia of the bony tissue, have as a result, as

long as the bone-growing period lasts, an increase-

in length, as well as in thickness of the bone.

2. The increase of length concerns principally the

diseased bone, but it can also be observed ia a
healthy bone of the same extremity.

3. The bone lengthened through this increase of

growth retains its dimensions through life. An af-

ter-shortening through resorption does not take

place, even although the original cause—viz., the

bone disease—should long since have ceased to

exist.

He then makes the proposition,—if it be not pas-

sible to artificially regulate the growth of bone, and
through that to hinder or accelerate it. With this

view he made an experiment on a dog about eight

weeks old, by inserting ivory pegs into the femur
and tibia of the left side. About four months later,

the dog was killed, and on comparing the experi-

mented bones with those on the opposite side, he

found that, "the femur showed no alteration in
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shape, but the joint surfaces of both hip and knee-

joints were slightly smaller^ the diaphysis slightly

thickened and uneven * * * * The tibia, in

the diaphysis, of which two ivory pegs had been in-

serted, showed these changes somewhat more
strongly marked * * * * On measurement,

the femur and tibia both showed an increase of five

millimetres in length, making in the whole limb an

increase of ten millimetres." It appears from this

that both bones presented elongation and thickening

of the diaphysis; but the epiphysis had become

somewhat smaller. Here, also, the fibula was

lengthened to a corresponding extent as to the tibia,

though that could only have been caused by the ex-

tension exerted on it by the growing tibia; and,

what is still more remarkable, it had obtained this

without losing its connection with the tibia, as took

place in a case described by Parise.

Professor Langenbeck appears to think that

though there might be some difficulty in persuading

» patient, for instance with a shortened limb through

paralysis, to submit to five or six months' lying in

bed, yet this observation may be of considerable im-

portance to orthopaedic surgery, inasmuch as it may
be possible, by an application of extension appara-

tus, to so regulate the power that the bones them-

selves may actually undergo an extension.

Fatty Degeneration of the Placenta.

Mr. Morgan writes to the Press and Circular :

The frequency of premature expulsion of the foetus

in cases of syphilitic infection has been the source of

some speculation when the foetus has arrived at such

a period as to be otherwise viable. The occurrence

of fatty degeneration of the placenta, so well

described by Dr. Barne s as an efficient cause, of

defective nutrition to the foetus, is well illustrated by

the following case just now under my notice

:

C. S., Ward No. 11, aged thirty-two, admitted

June, 1869, has already given birth to three children

at nine months, both dead born ; she has been dis-

eased twice ; once about three years ago with dis-

charge and bubo, and had a rash four years ago

;

has been suffering from nocturnal pain ; is thin and

worn, but not affected by any phthisical influence,

and is pregnant, between the seventh and eighth

months ; the motions of the child have not been per-

ceived. For eight or ten days, and for three days

previous to her confinement, she has been complain-

ing of weight and uneasiness. On July 26th, after

a labor of about three hours duration she was deliv-

ered of a dead and slightly decomposed foetus, the

placenta, which followed directly the delivery, was

very soft, pale, and rent on the slightest handling,

so much so that it was difficult to keep it intact. It

appeared to have suffered complete degeneration,

greasing tissue paper by contact, and the tufts be-

coming more distinctly vascular by washing with

ether.

The foetus presented no internal evidence of dis-

ease, all the organs being healthy and well formed,

corresponding to the eighth month.

The Pons Varolii the Nervous Centre of
General Convulsions.

H. Nothnagel ( Virchoufs Archives) arrives at

the following conclusions in regard to the nervous

centre of general convulsions, which are derived

from actual experiments. The centre of general

convulsions is situated in the substance of the pons.

Its lower boundary is corresponding to a section at

the height of the inferior border of the pons. The
faculty to peiform the function of a centre of spasms

is to be denied to the substance of the medulla ob-

longata.

Finally, he endeavours to prove that the spasms

are produced by way of reflex. In some instances

the section of the medulla oblongata had been made
below the pons, the animals remaining absolutely

quiet. Again : the convulsions occurred if the sec-

tion had left a portion of the pons connected with

the medulla oblongata, showing the centre of action

to be situated outside of the medulla.

At last the anatomical condition of the region of

spasms is confirmatory to the view of reflex action.

The region nearly corresponds to the situation of

the gray nuclei and root-fibres of the sensitive cra-

nial nerves. While the nuclei and roots of the

motor cranial nerves are near the raphe, those of the

sensitive nerves are more lateral. The root-fibres of

the portio major trigemini, in particular, descend,

according to Schroeder van der Kolk, through the

whole length of the medulla. This anatomical con-

dition, it must be conceded, is no direct proof of a

reflex action, but it renders it admissible and plau-

sible.

From all this it seems that the convulsions follow-

ing the injury of a defined region on the floor of the

fourth ventricle are to be explained as spasms in-

duced by reflex action.

Diseases of Miners.

Dr. J. S. Carpenter says, in the Trans. Pa. Med.
Soc : For many years I have observed the chronic

blood-poisoning, the peculiar anoemia or toxaemia,

common among miners. It is to this, as the basis,

that I refer the anomalous and varied nervous symp-

toms of these cases. In my report to the Medical

Society of the State of Pennsylvania for 1865, I

briefly alluded to this subject. These nervous

symptoms may affect the muscular apparatus, the

digestive organs, or the heart:—producing dyspepsia,

tremors, vertigo, palpitation, etc.—entirely independ-

ent of organic disease, yet surely sapping the foun-

dations of life and health.

The respiratory apparatus presents us a very large

percentage of cases of disease among miners. Bron-

chial irritations are continual—chronic bronchitis
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becomes often a constitutional affection, attended by

great debility. A peculiar asthmatic character of

cough is generally noticed
;
emphysema is detected

on physical exploration, and the sputa are black,

often streaked with blood. Miner's asthma is

chronic bronchitis, with thickening of the air-pas-

sages, emphysema and nervous distress in breathing.

These chronic troubles may last a lifetime, without

being rapidly fatal, or necessarily so. But acute

pneumonia supervenes in many cases on some ex-

posure, and is very apt to prove fatal. If not, a

chronic softening of the lungs may occur, in other

words, phthisis, which is a frequent disease among

these men, and generally an incurable one.

The continuance of the effects after the patients

have left this occupation is very remarkable. The

black expectoration is observed for years after ceas-

ing work in mines. I saw, a short time since, a

patient suffering from chronic bronchitis, with coal-

dirt sputa, who has not entered a mine for nineteen

years.

A gentleman of Pottsville, under my care, is now
recovering from pneumonia, with softening and ab-

scess of the lung, who in former years was engaged

in mines, but has not habitually entered them for

eight years past. During his recent illness the char-

acteristic black sputum was constant.

My experience for fifteen years as the longevity of
miners is unfavorable. It is an ordinary observation

to make in a mining village of the great dispropor-

tion of young to old men
;
also, of the great excess

of old women over old men. Few men are found

exceeding fifty-five years of age ; I do not recall any

who have steadily pursued this occupation. Now,
in our agricultural region, this is very different.

Take the region south of the Sharp Mountain range,

(which divides the coal measures from the farming

districts,) and we will find quite as many old men in

proportion to the total population, as in any county

of Pennsylvania, and no great disproportion of old

women as compared with old men.

This question of longevity is a very important one.

Especially when called upon to give advice in cases

of life insurance, does it become physicians of this

Society to give just views of the risks run in min-

ing occupations here. The medical man must
decide not only in the individual case, but be able

also to give reasons for establishing general rules for

guidance of these institutions when doing business

in this region. The risks from accident in our mines

exceed those on railroads—embracing not only the

elements of danger there found, but in addition those

which arise from expulsions of fire-damp, and accu-

mulations of choke-damp in the workings.

The medical radviser will probably estimate the

risks from the last sources as, at least, equal to the

ordinary risks of accident from machinery.

To these must then be added the daily injury sus-

tained or suffered from predisposing and exciting

causes of disease, as elaborated above.

On a full review of the whole subject, I could not

conscientiously advise any life insurance company
to do business among miners, except on short

periods of risks, and at large increase of percentage.

Stillingia in Syphilis. \

Dr. J. C. M'Mechan, of Cincinnati, Ohio, writes !

to the Detroit Beview of Medicine and Pharmacy,

for February, 1869, p. 100, in praise of this drug in

the treatment of syphilis.

In the American Medical Recorder for April,

1828 (vol. xiii, page 312), Dr. Simons recommended

the use of stillingia in secondary syphilis, in place of

mercury. This article, at the time, attracted con- 1

siderable notice, and the drug came into popular

use. Drs. Lopez and Frost also wrote in favor of il

its use and confirmed the views of Simons in regard

to its efficacy in syphilis.

For the past few years, owing to some unaccount-

able reason, it has been seldom prescribed.

We have used the drug in a certain form of syph-

ilis, and with the finest results, and have seen Dr.

Dawson, Surgeon to the Cincinnati Hospital, pre-

seribe it frequently, with the most marked effect,

when other remedies had failed.

The form of syphilis in which it is most useful, is
j

secondary, where the symptoms of tertiary are just

beginning to manifest themselves, but it is also use-

ful later in .the tertiary form, in combination with

iodide of potassium.

In secondary syphilis, in broken down subjects,

mercury is, of course, objectionable, and if adminis-

tered, cannot be carried to the point where it would

have a marked effect upon the syphilitic eruption. If

mercury cannot be administered, there are but few

remedies left to prescribe, and the principle ones,

perhaps, are sarsaparilla, and iodide of potassium,

The latter remedy is very good in the tertiary form,

but in the secondary, it has been found almost in-

ert, having but very little, if any, effect upon tha -

eruption. Sarsaparilla, at one time, had quite a re-

putation, and it was next to impossible for a patient
j

to recover without its administration. It is now sel-

dom administered, except for its moral effect, unless

outside of the regular profession. N ow, in primary,

we have iodide of mercury (and in healthy subjects
;j

it is the proper remedy in secondary), and in tep- i

tiary, the iodide of potassium. But here is a vacancy, il

what is the remedy in secondary when the patient

is broken down in health or when mercury has been ;j

used without effect ? There is but one remedy in
j:

the materia medica that can fill the vacancy properly, ij

and that one is stillingia. For broken down patients

with the syphilitic eruption, to patients on whom
,

mercury has had no effect, and to patients in whom
the bones have become affected, and the secondary 1
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manifestations still continue, let this remedy be

given.

The best preparation of the drug is the stillingia,

and of this, two grains can be given three times a

^ay. Of course the drug is not to be relied on to the

exclusion of other remedies, such as tonics, iron and

supporting remedies, but it is to be used in conjunc-

tion with them.

Dr. Mc'Mechan details two cases in which this

remedy was given with advantage.

Dioscorea Villosa (Wild Yam.)

i' Dr. C. T. Hart, of Wisconsin, details the thera-

peutical value of this plant in the St. Louis Medical
'i Journal as follows :

< Commencing with disorders of the stomach, we
!l will find it useful in allaying vomiting attending

1 painful gastric irritation. In cancer of this organ,

i it is superior to any agent in soothing the pain, dis-

tress, and vomiting attending it. Passing into the

duodenum and tracing up the common duct into its

minute ramifications in the liver, we find that here

too it seeks out its special affinities, and often, like

magic, dissipates the pain, irritation and spasm of

these tubes, which give rise to bilious colic ; and by

removing the obstructions and abnormal regurgita-

ting action of the intestines, opens the way for pent-

up acrid bile to resume its natural channel, and pain,

vomiting and distress rapidly disappear. In no dis-

ease, probably, is any single remedy more prompt

and certain in action than the dioscorea in bilious

colic.

Continuing further down the intestinal tract, we
find that its beneficial action is not confined to the

upper portion alone, but that it grapples diseases of

the lower bowel as well, when attended by the pecu-

liar conditions—pain and spasm. Thus in tormina,

the painful tenesmus of dysentery, it is prompt to

give relief, and can be most advantageously com-
bined with other remedies in treating this distress-

ing disease.

We can also trace it to the uterus, and in that

form of dysmenorrhcea dependent on spasmodic irri-

tation of the mucous membrane of the uterine neck,

it acts promptly, and is a valuable adjunct, if not in

every case singly equal to the task of removing the

disorder.

So too with the bladder. Dysuria, arising from
irritation of the neck, yields promptly to the diosco-

rea, either alone, or, better, associated with other

agents. Other diseases may be mentioned, but these

examples are sufficient to point the physician to the

general class of diseases in which this agent is indi-

cated.

From what has been said, it would appear that

the dioscorea may be classed as anodyne and anti-

spasmodic, allaying excitement, and secondarily re-

laxing muscular tissues. In certain cases it will

relieve pain where all preparations ofopium entirely

fail. This fact, together with its specific and unva-

rying action on certain diseased tissues, places it

among our positive remedies, and renders it doubly

valuable to the physician. The preparation usually

used is the fluid extract, which contains very nearly,

if not all, the virtues of the root, and may be relied

on in the treatment of the above mentioned diseases.

Opium and Belladonna.

The antagonism of these drugs is so important to

be established, that we take the following cases from
the Trans. Pa. Med. Soc.

Three cases following are given as contributions

toward the subject of the antagonism of opium and

belladonna, as well as opium and stramonium. The
first and second cases occurred in the practice of

Dr. James S. Carpenter, of Pottsville, the third in

that of Dr. Krecker, of Cressona. It
v
is believed

they will be useful as helping to give data for clinical

proof of this'antagonism.

Case 1. J. M., mechanic, generally healthy, took

for a cold, by mistake, a strong infusion of the leaves

of stramonium. His wife was in the habit of giving

him a bowl of boneset tea for his colds, and, by mis-

take, gave the Jamestown weed, nor was the error

discovered until he became delirious and insensible.

I was called to see him an hour after he had taken

the poison, and found him cold, clammy, almost

pulseless, delirious, restless, wanting to get out of

bed but unable to stand, with convulsive motions of

the lower extremities, inability or great difficulty in

swallowing, pupil dilated to the fullest extent, loss

of vision, catching at his throat.

I attempted to give him emetics, but did not suc-

ceed, applied external stimulants and heat without

benefit. Taking into consideration the similarity of

symptoms with those of poisoning from bella-

donna, I resolved to administer the sulphate of

morphia Lypodermically. Accordingly, I injected

about half a drachm of the officinal solution into both

arms. In half an hour, the convulsions ceased, the

delirium subsided, and he slept most of the night,

and was able to take some nourishing drinks. The
only trouble for some days was dysuria with some

dimness of vision.

Case 2. J. G. B., aet. sixty-five years of age, sub-

ject to rheumatic gout, took about forty drops of

fluid extract of belladonna for pain in the knee. I

was called to see him in two hours after taking the

medicine. Found him with a cold, clammy skin,

weak and thready pulse, dilated pupils, great diffi-

culty of deglutition, comatose, and convulsed. My
friend Dr. Palmer had administered emetics and

other remedies without effect, and the patient seemed

almost in a hopeless condition.

We gave him a teaspoonful of tr. opii every hour9

until he had taken three doses, when the quantity

was diminished one-half, and the intervals length-

ened. After the second dose of laudanum had been
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given, the convulsions ceased, the delirium lessened,

and he sank gradually into a quiet sleep, the pupils
contracted, the skin became warm, and all alarming
gymptoms subsided. The delirium continued in a
mild form for twelve or fifteen hours longer; but
after sleeping, with slight intermissions, all night, he
awoke the next morning in his right mind.

I think there can be no doubt that his life was
saved by the administration of the opium, of which
he took altogether about half an ounce. Emetics,
external stimulants and other appropriate treatment
had been tried wichout benefit, before giving the
opium; and the effect of the latter was so marked in
alleviating the urgent symptoms, that I am satisfied

that in this case the opium acted as a direct anti-

dote to the poison of the belladonna.

Case 3. I was called, April 2d, 1869, to see E. B.,

a robust male infant of three months, under the in-

fluence of an over-dose of laudanum, administered
by the mother to quiet a little restlessness.

No reliable information could be obtained in re-

ference to the quantity. The little patient was found
in deep coma, the surface pale, Hps and angles at alas

nasi livid, muscles relaxed, breathing slow, labored,
and stertorous. The iris was strongly contracted,
a veritable pin-hole pupil; the heart's action was
feeble.

Gave immediately six drops of tr. belladonna?,
time, 2.45 P. M. Cold water was dashed on the
surface, and .sinapisms applied to the extremities
while respiration, which was at times quite feeble'
was occasionally assisted artificially.

In forty minutes, the iris had become a little more
relaxed, and a better color appeared on the surface.
Gave five drops tr. belladonnas. Patient continued
to improve, the circulation getting better, muscular
action returning, and the pupils becoming more di-

lated.

At 5 P. M. Dr. J. G. Kcehler arrived, and advised
three drops more of tr. belladonnas, with applica-
tions of ice to the spine. At 7 P. M. gave three
drops tr. belladonnas, and at 7.45 left the patient
with the pupils of full size, the circulation and res-

piration good, readily roused, crying lustily.

Called next morning and found the little patient
bright and lively.

The Single Flap Amputation.
Dr. Carpenter, in the Trans. Pa. Med. Soc, says.

This operation has met with some success in army
practice. Originated in Bellevue Hospital before
the late civil war, it was first employed in the army
by one of the Bellevue Hospital surgeons, Dr. Wm.
Henry Church. As Medical Director of General
Burnside's army, he issued instructions to the sur-
geons of that force, while on the North Carolina ex-
pedition, requesting them to employ the anterior flap

method in amputations of the leg and thigh. The
results of the practice were exceedingly satisfactory,

and led to a repetition of these instructions to the
B]

medical officers of the army of the Ohio, as well as
to a short article in the American Medical Times
from the pen of Dr. Church.

In giving directions for the operation, he insists
1

upon making the length of the flap sufficient to reach
to the rear of the stump without stretching, and that |

a

the soft parts, posteriorly, to be divided by a perpen
dicular sweep to the bone.

The advantages claimed are, first, with regard to !

51

the wound

That the vessels are divided transversely (as in the
circular method), and more readily secured.

That drainage is more perfect, and therefore less
liability to bagging of pus exists.

That union by the first intention is more likely to
occur under the above circumstances.

Second, with regard to the stump : That no ten-
derness can be caused by pressure upon the nerve in
the face of the stump, inasmuch as it has been cut
off, with the main vessels in the rear. That an un-
broken surface of the normal tissues extends across
the end of the bone, notiliable to bruising, or to ul-

ceration, or tearing open.

That an artificial limb can be adjusted much more
satisfactorily, its pressure being exerted mainly
against the anterior portion and face of the stump.
With these few remarks on the general ideas of

the anterior flap operation, I will relate the history
of the case, whose results can now be examined by
ocular inspection.

David Llewellyn, set. 12 years, was injured Au-
gust 17, 1865, by falling under loaded cars, while
they were in motion. Examination disclosed such
extensive laceration of the muscles and integument,
that, although no fracture existed, and the femoral
artery was intact, amputation was recommended.
Consent was refused by the parents, and the limb
was dressed under protest, and with a full and ex-
plicit statement that mortification might be expected.
This set in about the fourth day, and life was des-

paired of. Upon the thirteenth day after the injury,

with well-formed lines of demarcation, the posterior

part of the limb, as high as the middle of the thigh,
being in a state of moist gangrene, it was resolved to

amputate.

The parts were most favorably disposed for the
anterior flap operation, the gangrene having spared
much of the anterior tissues of the leg and thigh.

Accordingly, assisted by Dr. James S. Carpenter, I

transfixed the thigh anteriorly at its middle third,

and carried the knife down close to the bone, until

it nearly reached the knee, where I completed the

flap. A perpendicular cut was next made poste-
riorly, dividing everything down to the bone, on a
level with the base of the anterior flap. After re-

moving the bone, and tying the arteries, the flap

was drawn over the bone, and united posteriorly by
interrupted sutures.
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The progress toward cure was perfectly uninter-

rupted, and the results are, as may be seen, highly

S/
itisfactory.

ID

Eemarkable Case of Catalepsy of Fifty-four

s

,i Day's Duration,

i j

S
' The Presse Medicale Beige narrates the foliow-

;
;

ig : A stout girl aged twenty, menstruating since

. ;xteen years of age, but suffered at each period se-

ere abdominal pain, with a scanty flow. When

^venteen years of age she got a convulsive attack,

hich lasted eight days ; since that date she frequent-

7 suffered from similar attacks, which, however, only

tsted about a quarter of an hour. On the 24th of

December, 1868, being accused of a theft, she threw

erself into a river, from which she was soon extri-

ated, and restored with much difficulty. She had

ts of trembling, violent movements of the limbs,

ighing, and distress ; she attempted, when asked, to

! bow her tongue, but could not ; the pharyngeal

luscles were paralysed. On the next day loss of

!
onsciousness was complete; the jerking of the

mbs continued
;
twitching of the facial muscles

;

Inspiration very feeble; pulse rapid; urine passed

j

voluntarily ; the eyes often remained open for two

I r three hours without winking ; the temperature

j

ras 30° R., and the pulse as high as 130. In this

I sndition she remained seven weeks. The face was

I'ithout the least expression, the eyes were open for

ours, and the whole muscular system was relaxed,

le limbs remaining in whatever attitude they were

laced, and tne mouth open till closed by the by-

ander. Fainting fits came on, and temperature

I
the body fell so as to simulate death—at one

me she was absolutely thought dead. After the

ighth week spent in this condition, she suddenly

jvived, and gradually was restored to health, and

sclared that she was perfectly unconscious of the

nmersion, and her having remained for so long a

eriod in this insensible state.

A True Tail.

William B. Owen, in the British Medical Jour-

ml, says

:

I delivered the wife of a farmer in Essex of a fall

Town, well developed female child. To the ex-

'emity of the spinal column of the infant was att-

ached an appendix, which was in every respect a

ail. It resembled in form and appearance that of a

ig about three or four months old. It was about

ie length and of nearly the thickness of a little fin-

er, tapering at the end. It was well supplied with

erves and muscles
;
and, as it lay at rest, it was

j

nrled up over the back, and was moved actively

pon being touched. Unlike the tail described by

I. Gosselin, it was not soft ; but resisted the pres-

ure of the thumb and finger just as would that of a

ig. It evidently consisted of a cartilage, but was

ather less hard. The mother having expressed great

anxiety for its removal, I applied a silk ligature about

the fifth day ; this completely effected its object in

about four or five days. The child was restless du-

ring that period, but in other respects did not suffer

at the time from the operation. She was, however,

less fortunate in the after consequences; for, al-

though she lived to about twelve years of age, she

could never walk without the aid of crutches, or

without holding on to a chair. She subsequently died

from haemoptysis. The parents would not allow a

post mortem examination. I presented the tail, with

its history attached, to the late Mr. Bransby Cooper,

who placed it in the museum of Guy's Hospital

;

where, I have no doubt, it may still be seen in al-

cohol.

Treatment of Bheumatic TFever by Perchloride
of Iron.

J. Russell Reynolds, M. D., F. R. S., London,

called attention to this agent at the last meeting of

the Brit. Med. Assoc. The marked effects of tinc-

ture of perchloride of iron in such diseases as erysip-

elas and diphtheroid sore throat had" induced Dr.

Reynolds to try it in acute rheumatism—which

agreed with the others in coming under the class of

"spreading" inflammatory affections. He had
given it in eight cases, with such success as would

justify a further trial. Having given brief histories

of the eight cases, he directed attention to certain

points. 1. The relief of the joint-affections was
definite, uniform, and speedy. In four cases it was
removed in one day ; and the longest period of suf-

fering after the commencement of the treatment was
five days. 2. Excluding one fatal case with cere-

bral symptoms, and another where there was inter-

current pneumonia, the temperature became normal

between the second and the seventh days ; the mean
duration of pyrexia being a little less than five days

and a-half. 3. Excluding again the two exceptional

cases already mentioued, the total duration of rheu-

matic fever from the outset varied from seven to fif-

teen days, giving a mean of ten and a-half days.

4. The earlier the iron was given, the shorter was

the duration of the disease. No headache or other

symptom of discomfort was produced by the iron.

Advantages of Tapping in the Treatment of
Ovarian Tumors.

Geokge Southam, Esq., Manchester, at the Brit.

Med. Association, remarked that ovariotomy was

now considered a legitimate operation
;
but, as the

mortality was still very high, it ought not to be re-

sorted to so long as the disease for which it was un
dertaken could be kept in check by other means,

provided they did not impair the patient's general

health and interfere with the success of ovariotomy.

This, he believed, could be frequently effected by

tapping. He gave the particulars of three cases,

showing that it was sometimes followed by such

favorable results, that it might be regarded almost
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in the light of a curative agent. One patient was

tapped in 1843, and again in 1846. On each occa-

sion, upwards of twenty quarts of fluid were re-

moved. After the second operation, there was no

return of the disease for nineteen years. Another

was tapped in the 6ame year, six quarts of fluid

being removed; she has remained in perfect health

up to the present time. A third was tapped in

1865, when upwards of twenty quarts of fluid were

extracted ; and she also continues free from any re-

turn of the swelling. The cases were all unilocu-

lar cysts ;
and, as a fair proportion of ovarian tu-

mors were of this character, he considered that, by

resorting to tapping, the risk of ovariotomy might

occasionally be avoided. Should tapping not prove

successful, he considered that it generally placed the

patient in a more favorable condition for ovariotomy.

He referred to seven cases where he had performed

ovariotomy subsequently to tapping, only one of

which was fatal. He considered that patients sub-

mitted to ovariotomy in any early stage of the dis-

ease did not recover so favorably as those where the

affection had been of longer duration
;
and, as tap-

ping enabled the surgeon to delay the extirpation, he

advised that it should be first resorted to, except un-

der especial circumstances. He had found that

ovariotomy in recent cases was frequently fatal from

peritonitis. This, he considered, arose from the ex-

treme sensitiveness of the peritoneum, which was

lessened by the continual friction of the walls of the

tumor against that membrane. He did not recom-

mend a repetition of tappings, having found the sec-

ond and third operations to be not unfrequently fol-

lowed by suppuration of the cyst. He concluded by

comparing tapping, as performed in former days,

when it was attended with considerable danger,

with the plan now adopted, which had rendered it

comparatively free from risk.

Maternal Influence During Pregnancy.

The British Medical Journal says :

A woman during pregnancy was horrified at see-

ing a man whose ear had been mutilated. Her child,

a girl, was born with her right ear presenting a sim-

ilar appearance. This girl grew up ; and her sister,

whilst pregnant and during a fit of anger, called her

" old one ear." She retorted, saying that she would

be sorry one day for speaking of her deformity in

that manner. After this, the sister felt some remorse,

and feared the effect on her child, knowing how her

sister's deformity arose. Her child, a boy, was born

with his right ear deformed like his aunt's. The in-

ferior portion of the pinna appears as if a large por-

tion had been torn away, and the contraction of the

cicatrix had obliterated the concha and external

meatus. The parts recognisable are, an almost

straight helix puckered at the lower end, a small lo-

bule ; the antitragus and tragus united ; the antihe-

lix, concha, and external meatus obliterated.

[Vol. xxi. C

Trephining.

Baron Labrey, on presenting to the Academie I

des Sciences a copy of the memoir he has recently
;

published in jthe Memoires de la Societe de Chirurgie, :

observes:—'-The analysis of more than 160 cases of £

traumatic lesions of the head, a portion of which have b

occurred in my father's and my own practice, ena-

bles me to come to the following conclusions—viz., t!

valuable as is the operation of trephining in the 1

practice of surgery, it still should be reserved for5
i

well-defined cases and precise indications, and not

undertaken with precipitation and in doubtful con-

ditions, under the penalty of aggravating the acci-

dents, and hastening a fatal termination ; while the
^

prompt and rational application of other therapeuti-

cal resources will, in the great majority of circum-
]

stances, second the marvellous efforts of nature for
^

the cure of the most redoubtable injuries. I may
also remark, as I have done many times on other

C

questions, that such treatment, which is essentially

active, substituted for the removal of a portion of '

the cranium, constitutes in these cases true conser-

vaiive surgery (which is not to be confounded with
f

expectation), to which I have devoted all my efforts

during my career of thirty years."

Urasmic Diarrhoea.

J. Milner Fothergill, M. D., Darlington, at the

Brit. Med. Assoc., alluded to the power possessed by
the secreting cells of certain excretory organs of

not only appropriating their own peculiar materials,

but of eliminating other materials when in excess.

As an example, the kidneys in some cases of jaun-

dice excreted biliary matter ; and all were aware of

the capacity of the intestinal canal to supplement

the kidneys. He then drew attention to the diar-

rhoea frequently accompanying chronic renal disease,

advancing the view that it was to be regarded as a

salutary action, freeing the blood from effete pro-

ducts, and relieving the kidneys of their work. It

was rather a compensatory or vicarious excretion

than a morbid process. After illustrating his view

by several cases, he urged strongly that the treat-

ment was not to arrest the alrine flow until some

other channel be patent. The rational treatment,

he contended, was to act freely on the skin, and to

restore the action of the kidneys, and only to arrest

the diarrhoea by the use off powerful astringents

when the renal action was re-established, or the

diarrhoea was in itself likely to prove fatal. After-

wards, the action of the skin must be fostered, and

the patient protected from atmospheric changes, and

treated with iron and other adjuncts to nutrition.

Syrup of Iodide of Iron and its Preservation.

M. Jeaitnel {Journal de Pharmacie) approves

of the following combination for the manufacture of

a solution of iodide of iron which shall remain un
changed by exposure to the air : iodine, 8-2 parts ;

Periscope.
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I

iron filings, 4-2 parts ; distilled water, 20-0 parts

;

f
honey, 70-0 parts ; tartaric acid, 0-5 parts. Mix the

K iodine, iron, and water in a flask, and when combi-

nation is complete, filter the green solution, and add

f
the honey and tartaric acid. The product will con-

'

v
tain 10 per cent, of iodide of iron.

•< He also observes that the addition of one five-

thousandth part of tartaric acid to syrup of iodide of

3i iron which has become bad, renders it clear, and, at

if the same time, notablv diminishes its inky taste.

if
"

Osseous ^Regeneration of Sternum.

)

Dr. Enrico Bottini communicates to the Annali

, Universdli di Medicina the particulars of the case of

a soldier, set. 30, wounded in the superior region of

the sternum during the Italian campaign of 1866.

The ball lodged, producing caries, necessitating an

t

operation for its removal which exposed the pleural
1

sac, the osseous walls of the sternum having been
* gradually absorbed, and a prompt recovery ensued,

and new osseous tissue was formed analogous, in re-

, sistance to the touch, to the rest of the sternum.

Washing the Infant.

During the past year Dr. J. K. Reid introduced

another new practice into the lying-in room. In-

stead of having the child washed, as is so universally

' the custom, he has it greased all over with warm

j
lard, and laid in a blanket for a few minutes,

then carefully rubbed by a soft flannel, which soon

cleans it completely. This greasing and subsequent

cleansing is agreeable to the child. It is not exposed

j

to cold as it too often is in being washed. Many a

}

time have we seen a small, feeble child shivering

with cold long before the nurse was done washing

it, and many a child has lost its life by the exposure

J

and fatigue induced by its first washing. We highly

approve of Dr. Reid's plan. He has already tried it

I

in a great many cases, and we are following his ex-

ample whenever we have an opportunity.

—

Trans.
' Pa. Med. Soc.

Reviews and Book Notices.

! Secondary Degeneration of the Spinal Cord, by
i

Ch. Bouchard. Translated from the French by
Edward R. Hun, M. D. Utica, IS". Y. 1869.

1 Vol. 8vo., paper, pp. 104.

j

This valuable essay of Bouchard on an obscure

1

part of nervous pathology merited a translation, and

the translation here offered merited better type, pa-

per, and general "get up" as the trade say, than has

been given it. We have noted a large number of

' typographical errors, even for a provincial press, and
1 some errors which we fear are not typographical, as

for instance on page 6, where the translator renders

" diminuerent aussi" by " thus diminished." This
1 looks like carelessness.

The essay itself is profound, based on extensive

reading and close observation, and we recommend
its perusal.

A Treatise on the Diseases and Surgery of the
Mouth, Jaws, and associate parts. By James E.
Garretson, M. D., D. D. S., etc. Illustrated with
steel plates and numerous wood cuts. PhilaJel-

# phia : J. B. Lippincott, & Co. 1869. 1 Vol. 8vo.
Cloth. Pp. 700.

Dr. Garretson is known to the readers of this

journal as a diligent student of oral surgery. In
this volume he has summed up the results of an ex-

perience of unusual extent, and has erected a per-

manent monument to his industry and skill.

The contents are varied, embracing a description

of all the diseases and operations which are performed

upon the mouth, a fall description of the first and
second dentition with their associated lesions, caries,

odontalgia, salivary calculi, the extraction of teeth,

general and local anaesthesia, the tonsils and gums
with their diseases, tumors in the mouth, epulides

and epithelioma, neuralgia, ozsena, fractures and dis-

locations of the maxillary bones, the tongue and its

maladies, aphthae, ranula, palatine defects, obtura-

tors, etc. From this partial list it is obvious that

the author goes into his subject withexhaustiveness,

and he does his part well.

We cannot help expressing our surprise, however,

that he seems to have overlooked entirely his ob-

ligations to this journal, in which the series of

articles on which this work is founded was origin-

ally published. Quotations are made from original

articles published by us without proper credit being

awarded. This should not be.

The illustrations, print, paper, etc, of the work
are satisfactory.

The History and Philosophy of Marriage ; or
Polygamy and Monogamy Compared. By a
Christian Philanthropist. Boston : James Camp-
bell. 1869. 1 vol., 12mo., cloth, pp. 256. For
sale by Claxton, Remsen & Haffelfinger, Phila.

We have here a writer who professes to find in the

teachings of the Bible the advocacy of polygamy.

He writes well, makes an interesting book, and dis-

plays considerable ingenuity in weaving an argu-

ment out of the slender materials he has at com-

mand. In these days when woman, marriage, and

generally the relations of the sexes have become
such prominent topics of discussion, it is well to

hear all sides and not to turn a deaf ear even to

those who believe a man should have a dozen

women, or a woman a dozen men, to satisfy their

passions. Physiologically such people are not more
astray than those sects who refrain from marriage

altogether as something sinful.

The view of the author is summed up in this sen-

tence on page 143

:

" And now I think I have fairly demonstrated that

the European social system of monogamy had its

origin in Roman paganism, and has been perpetu-

ated by Roman Catholicism,"
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If th's be true, then Roman paganism has done

much to atone for its imperial dissoluteness, and

Roman Catholicism will have a stronger claim than

ever on right thinking men. The question raised is

one of sufficient interest for us to discuss it on an-

other page.

Transactions of the Philadelphia Obstetrical^
Society, No. 1. New York: Townsend &
Adams. Pp. 94.

This volume, the first fruits of a society which has

an excellent local reputation for scientific activity,

is chiefly occupied by an article on concealed acci-

dental hemoirhage of the gravid uterus, by Dr. Wil-
liam Goodell. This is one of the most scholarly

and exhaustive articles we have ever read from an

American physician, and the subject of which it

treats, is one of the most important of the lesser

known accidents of midwifery ; because it is a very

dangerous and hidden complication. The other

article, by Dr. Harris, on the Hereditary Convul-

sions of Infancy and Childhood, is in great part ori-

ginal, and very carefully prepared. These articles

will give the Society an enviable reputation.

A Text Book of Practical Medicine, with par-
ticular reference to Physiology, and Pathological
Anatomy. By Dr. Felix vo^t Niemeter, Pro-
fessor of Pathology and Therapeutics in Tubin-
gen. Translated from the Seventh German edi-

tion, by special permission of tbe author. By G.
H. Humphreys, M. D., and Charles E. Hackley,
M. D. New York: D. Appleton & Co. 1S69.

2 vols., 8vo.

Professor Niemeyer is one of the most distin-

guished of the medecins penseurs d' outre Bhin, as

the French jealously style their rivals across the

Rhine. He has long been known for his advanced

views in pathology ; his ability as a lecturer, and his

profound acquaintance with every department of

medicine; as well as the liberality of his views.

The fact that in less than ten years, a large work on
practice passes through seven editions in Germany,

stamps it at once as one of unusual merit. But

this is guaranteed by the name of the author alone.

Professor Niemeyer is an empiric, and an avowed
one. He disdains and disclaims so-called "rational

medicine." He aims to establish therapeusis as an
" independent empirical study," and considers that

the time is wasted, or nearly so, which is spent in

studying the " action of medicines," and in reason-

ing from pathology back to treatment. He dares to

say this :
" in spite of new discoveries, our present

success at the bedside is scarcely more favorable

than that of fifty years ago ;" he is not afraid to assert,

that " when therapeutic laws, based upon the ex-

perience of centuries, prove false, it is due to inexact

observation."

We like this. We hope the death knell of that

disheartening therapeutic nihilism, which has so

much prevailed in this country has sounded. We
hope that a firm faith in well-tried old remedies is

about to be restored. Let hysicians more decidedly

assert, that drugs will cure disease, and not talk so

much about "efforts of nature," as they have been

doing.

This work of Hlemeyer will go far to bring about

this result ; it teaches sound doctrine and sound

practice. The translation is well made, and the

paper and print are good. The volumes are worth

their price, and we repeat our hope, that they will

deal a severe blow at nihilism in this country.

A Course of Practical Chemistry Arranged for
the use} of Medical Students, by William Od-
ling, M. B., F. R. S., etc. With illustrations.

From the fourth London edition. Philadelphia:

H. C. Lea. 1869. 1 vol. Svo. cloth. Pp. 261.

An examination of this text-book convinces us

that it wiU be a popular and useful one. It is not a

deliberate treatise like that of Fownes, but a manual
for the analysis and chemical examination of poi-

sons, pathological matters, etc., which present them-

selves from time to time to the physician. Its style

is clear and plain, the obscure nomenclature and
symbolism which darken many chemical works very

unnecessarily, being carefully avoided. We do not

indeed know a more handy book of the kind for or-

dinary office use.

Transactions of the Medical Society . in the
State of Pennsylvania at its Twentieth Annual
Session, June, 1869. Published by the Society.

Philadelphia: 1S69. 1 vol. Paper. Pp. 567.

The minutes of the Society, which commence this

volume, we have already given at the time of the

session, as well as some extracts from the address of

the President. Two of the Reports of Committees

refer to the use of alcohol, one being on intemper-

ance as a disease, the other on the use of stimulants

by the profession. Both take strong grounds against

the employment of this agent in any form as being

Injurious.

The report on the inspection of drugs is accompa-

nied by a memorial and a draft of an Act ; the

latter instrument urging the appointment of an in-

spector with an office in Philadelphia, to examine

and analyze suspected drugs.

The report on the training of nurses by Dr. S. D.

Gross, read before the Amer. Med. Assoc.. is a sug-

gestive paper. Dr. Lee contributes a descrip-

tion of a new instrument for treating lateral curva-

ture of the spine. Thirty counties sent hi reports

|

wlfich are published, some of them very interesting.

Montgomery county " comes in strong" as usual.

We shall make extracts elsewhere from several of

these reports, which, in the main, reflect very credit-

ably on the profession in Pennsylvania, and indi-

cate a lively interest in the progress of medical

science.

The Society for the Protection of Children in

Paris offers a prize of 500 francs to the author of the

best " Guide to Mothers and Nurses," written in the

French language.
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We particularly value the practical experience ot coun-

try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund ot infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

TO SUBSCRIBERS.

The 21st volume of the Medical and Sur-

gical Reporter began on July 3rd. A
large number of subscriptions are due from

that date, and we look to a prompt response

to the bills already sent out and being sent.

—

Our bills always call for PAYMENT IN AD-

VANCE.

We can still supply a few complete sets or

volumes from the commencement, bound or un-

bound. They should be applied for soon, as

they will soon be exhausted.

ONE OK MANY WIVES.
Elsewhere in this number we give a brief

review of a work just written by "A Chris-

tian Philanthropist" advocating polygamy.

We do not concern ourselves now to inquire

whether this little volume is the jeu d'esprit

of some sensational writer, the defence of

some secret Mormon, a covert attack upon

Protestant theology, or a sincere statement of

convictions. We shall take it for the latter,

according to its own assertion, and deem it

worthy an especial consideration, not that

many converts are likely to this view, but be-

cause the volume is one of numerous indica-

tions visible in this country that the divine in-

stitution of marriage is not rightly understood

by the intelligent public, and that if this igno-

rance grows, very serious consequences may in

time be expected.

For instance there is a weekly paper in

New York city, and another in Chicago, ed-

ited by women, both of which avowedly or
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tacitly oppose themselves to permanent mar-
riage. Several States of our Union have
passed divorce laws so lax that they have be-

come a by-word over the whole land. We
have sects who discountenance marriage alto-

gether, and approve on religious grounds pro-

miscuous intercourse, or openly proclaim in

their marriage ceremonies that the union is

for a limited term of years only. Other sects,

on equally religious grounds (save the mark),

marry a number of women to one man. An
English traveller, Mr. Dixon, on visiting this

country found none of our characteristics as a
nation more startling than this, and offended

us greatlyby speaking long and plainly on the

point.

It is time, therefore, that physiology says

something, if she have anything to say, in

support of morals on this point. The philoso-

pher Descartes predicted that if the world was
to be reformed, the science of medicine must
do it. In the ominous obscuration of the re-

ligious instinct to which we now call attention,

our science does come forward and speak with

no uncertain sound in support of His words
who said "they twain (not they three, or they

dozen), shall be one flesh." Physiology points

unmistakably to a hitherto unexplained in-

fluence which the husband exerts on the wife,

the wife on the husband, and both on the

child, which says as plainly as facts can say
" a man's first wife, a wife's first husband, is

the only one possible in the full sense of the

term."

We cannot do better than quote here a pas-

sage from the work of Dr. Napheys, " The
Physical Life of Woman," which we reviewed

in a recent number, a work elevated in its

morality and generally careful in its scientific

statements.

" What has been said of divorce applies

with tenfold force to the custom of a woman
living as wife to several men, or of a man as

husband to several women. We should not

speak of these customs, but that we know both

exist in this country, not among the notor-

iously wicked, but among those who claim to

be the peculiarly good—the very elect of God.

They prevail not as lustful excuses, but as re-

ligious observances.
" It is worth while to say that such practices

lead to physical degradation. The woman
who acknowledges more than one husband is

commonly sterile ; the man who has several

wives has usually a weakly offspring, princi-

pally males. Nature attempts to check poly-
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gamy by reducing the number of females, and

failing in this, by enervating the whole stock."

These are serious words drawn from a care-

ful study of statistics, and carry with them a

prediction of the fate of this nation if it allows

the sacred institution of marriage to be de-

spised or misunderstood. We would that

every man and woman in the land might learn

that the union of the sexes is no ephemeral

partnership, but an external solidarity which

none but G-od can sever.

Notes and Comments.

THERAPEUTICAL BULLETIN.*
Compiled by Geo. H. Nafheys, M. D.

No. 23.

This column will contain each week a collection of the
Recipes, remarkable lor their novelty and elegance, noto

in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by
them in recent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics,

and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly published
monographs and systematic treatises, and in the current
medical periodicals of this country and Europe. It will
include formulae for hypodermic injections, for inhala-
tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments,
lotions, collyria, etc., etc.

This selection will be such that each prescription will

commend itself, both by its intrinsic merits, and by the
authority of the name of the physician by whom origi-

nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest

and best approved therapeutical expressions of the pro-
fession—to afford a periscope of the remedial measures re-

sorted to by eminent living physicians.
It is proposed, hereafter, to classify these formulae, and

issue them in book form.

Treatment of Constitutional Syphilis.

John K. Bakton, M. D., (Dub.) F. R. 0. S. I., etc.

In undertaking the treatment of a case of syphilis,

the object should be to remove the symptoms which

are present at the time. No direct medication will

drive out the poison ; but its natural elimination

from the system will be much favored by the re-

moval of symptoms, and by careful attention to the

general health. Bearing thi3 in mind, the physician

should insist upon such rules of hygiene as are re-

quired to maintain the vigor of the system, while he

employs the so-called specifics, with an intelligent

confidence, in what they are able to accomplish, viz.,

the removal of the effects of the virus.

In the treatment of the early stages of the disease,

iron or quinine may at times be advantageously com-

bined with some of the preparations of mercury

—

they are specially indicated when marked symptoms

of anaemia show themselves at the commencement

of the secondary period, which is very frequently the

case in women. The following formulae may be

used:

*Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year
1869, by Geo. H. Napheys, M. D., in the Clerk's Office of
the District Court for the Eastern District of Penn'a.
N. B This copyright is not intended to prevent medi-

cal journals publishing these articles, but only their being
issued in book form.

234. R. Pillulae hydrargyri, gr. xxy.
Ferri sulphatis exsiccatse, gr. x.

Extracti opii, gr. t. M.

For ten pills. One to be taken once or twice a

ady.

R. 235. Hydrargyri cum creta,

Quiniae sulphatis, aa. gr. xx.
Extracti opii, gr. iij. M.

For ten pills ; direct one morning and evening.

Bumstead remarks, that he believes the addition

of quinine renders mercury less liable to salivate

;

and our author is of the same opinion.

The method of administering mercury in the

early stages of syphilis, which Dr. Barton prefers, is

that by means of inunction. Unfavorable cases are

by no means rare, in which mercury given by the

mouth disagrees, frequently causing salivation and

great depression of the general health, while the

syphilitic symptoms remain unaffected, or producing

such irritation of the bowels as to necessitate its

abandonment. It is just in such unfavorable cases

that the advantages of inunction are most observa-

ble. No opium is required to prevent diarrhoea,

and so the digestive organs are left unimpaired, and

the stomach is left free for the use of tonics and

other medicines if indicated
;
generally a marked im-

provement takes place in the appetite, as well as in

the appearance and feelings of the patient, after the

treatment has been employed for some time ; the

relief from syphilis produced by the medicine show-

ing itself in this way. The following details must

be observed.

The patient's diet and daily habits should, in the

first place, be regulated ; the former should consist of

meat once daily, without any stimulants beyond
beer or porter; sometimes better without any at all.

He should keep regular and early hours, going to his

bed not later than ten o'clock, and not rising before

eight in the morning
; during the day he may be

engaged in business, if it be not of a laborious or

exacting description.

Then direct,

236. R. Qngent. hydrargyri, ^j.

Of this, one-half a drachm is to be rubbed in

each morning after breakfast, for twenty minutes or

half an hour. The morning is the best time, because

the patient is then the most vigorous ; and besides,

if rubbed at night, the heat and perspiration produced

by lying in bed will cause a considerable loss of the

ointment, and the patient breathes an atmosphere

loaded with mercury. Unless the full time men-
tioned be given to the rubbing, half the ointment

will be inefficient. It is usually
. necessary to im-

press the importance of this upon the patient, who,

however, in a very short time, lends a willing aid to

the surgeon, finding his symptoms disappearing

gradually, and his general health and strength im-

proving rather than decreasing. The inside of the

thigh and popliteal space is the region where inunc-

tion can be best practised. The patient should be
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told to rub in upon each thigh upon alternate morn-

ings, carefully washing off the old ointment with

warm soap and water before commencing the new
inunction ; this prevents the skin becoming irritated

and mercurial eczema appearing
;

if, however, a few

scattered pustules do appear, the rubbing should be

transferred to the axillae for a time. A Turkish

bath should be directed once or twice a week during

the treatment. It preserves the skin from irritation

by thoroughly* cleansing it, facilitates the action of

the mercury, and confers a sense of comfort and re-

lief.

The effects of the treatment should be narrowly

watched at first ; if there is any symptom of the

mouth becoming sore, the ointment should be omit-

ted upon the alternate days for once or twice ; when
all signs of salivation have subsided, the full rubbing

may be confidently resumed ; no further tenderness

of the gums will probably occur. The length of

time during which inunction is to be pursued, will

vary, like any other method, according to the char-

acter of the symptoms. In some cases it will require

to be steadily maintained for two months or more

;

the guide for its discontinuance is to be the total

disappearance of all the symptoms, and this will fre-

quently not take place much under that time.

For the treatment of the tertiary stage the iodide

of potassium combined with muriate of ammoniae,

to increase its action should be administered, as fol-

lows :

237. R. Potassii iodidi, £iv.

Ammonise muriatis, ^ij.

Tinct. cinchonse, f^iv. M.
Take a teaspoonful in a wine-glassful of water

three times a day

Many cases, particularly those belonging to the

first division of the tertiary stage, are most benefit-

ted by a combination of mercury and iodide of po-

tassium. For this purpose add to the recipe, gr. 1-16-

1-12 of the corrosive chloride, or the bin-iodide of

mercury to each dose.

Sir Benjamin Brodie.

Our author prefers inunction for the treatment of

syphilis in the infant

:

238. R. Unguenti hydrarygri, sn*.

Adipis, "

-fj. M.
Spread over a flannel roller, and bind it around

the child once a day. " The child kicks about and,

the cuticle being thin, the mercury is absorbed. It

does not either gripe or purge, nor does it make the

gums sore, but it cures the disease."

Prof. Wm. A. Hammond, M. D., etc.

239. R. Potassii iodidi, 8 gj.
Hydrargyri chloridi corrosivi, gr. vj.

Aquae, f-^xij. M.

Of this mixture, a teaspoonful maybe taken three

times a day, till the system is well undfcr its influ-

ence. Our author prefers this to any other form of

conjoining mercury with iodine. Gradually increase

the dose, so that after twenty or thirty days, a quar-

ter of a grain of corrosive sublimate is taken three

times per day. He has never seen salivation induced

by the plan, although he has kept it up continuously

for six and eight months at a time.

Prof. Edward Lauglbkrt, etc. Paris.

240. R. Ammonii iodidi, gr. ij.

Mucilage, q. s. M.
For forty pills. Take from two to eight each day.

241. R. Potssii iodidi, gr. v.

Extracti gentianae, gr. v.

Pulveris althaeae, q. s. M.
For forty pills. Take from five to twenty each

day.

Dr. Felix von Niemeyee, Professor of Pathology

and Therapeutics, Director of the Medical Clinic

of the University of Tubingen.

242. R. Hydrargyri chloridi

gr. v.

q. s. M.

corrosivi,

Pulv. extracti

glycyrrhizae,

For twenty pills. One ter die.

Prof. J. Lewis Smith, M. D., New York.
In infantile syphilis, the following formulae may be

employed.

243. R. Hydrargyri cum creta, gr. iij-yj.

Sacchari albi, 9j. M.
Divide into twelve powders. One to be taken

three times daily.

244. R. Hydrargyri chloridi corrosivi, gr.j-ij.

Syr. sarsparillae comp., fjij.

Aquae, f^viij. M.

One teaspoonful ter die.

Mercury, in whatever form employed, should not

be discontinued entirely till several weeks after the

syphilitic symptoms in the child have disappeared
;

it is proper to continue it for a time, in diminished

quantity, after the health seems fully restored.

When the mercurial is omitted, tonics are often

required. The preparations of cinchona are useful

in cases, as are also those of iron. The liquor ferri

iodidi is especially useful in this class of cases.

Popular Ignorance of Medicine.

A recent number of the New York Nation con-

tains this pregnant sentence :
" The greatest difficul-

ties in the physician's practice arise from the dense

ignorance ofeven the best classes of society as to

the nature and cause of disease and the effects of

misconduct, and it is deeply to be regretted that

medical reading does not form some part of every

person's self-culture or education."

Who is to blame that it does not form some part ?

None so much as physicians themselves. There is

on the part of a number of medical men a jealousy

about imparting information on medicine. They
fear it may hurt their practice, perhaps, but they say

the public may be injured by it. The success of

quacks and charlatans is in direct proportion to the
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ignorance of a community on medical matters, and

they always succeed best in those branches of medi-

cine where sound instruction is most carefully with-

held. Let physicians learn, that truth is no more
to be feared in physiology than in religion.

Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.

A Singular Oase—Lack of Osseous Develop-
ment.

Eds. Med. aid Sueg. Repobteb :

Sarah E. M. ; 21 years old next November ; 33

inches in height; circumference of waist 25|

inches; large head, occipitofrontal circumference

of which is 24 inches; diameter from occiput to

forehead 9| inches, transverse diameter 7f inches
;

length of foot 5f inches ; circumference around in-

step 8| inches
;

weight 75 pounds. Humerus, ra-

dius, and ulna perfectly hard and bony ; first and

second phalanges of the fingers are substantial bone

;

the third phalanx and the tips of the fingers are in

great part cartilaginous, the central part of the

length being bony, and the extremities cartilage.

What should be the bones of the wrist, are soft

cartilage ; bones of the leg hard and firm, except the

lower ends, which seem to be cartilaginous. The
tarsus is composed of soft cartilage, with small por-

tions of bone in the centre. The metatarsal bones

and the first and second phalauges are hard ; be-

yond that is nothing but cartilage. She can turn

her hands backward and lay them flat on her arms.

Can reverse her feet, and stand with the upper part

of them on the floor. The clavicle and scapula are

bone ; the sternum presents the appearance of being

turned upside down. I could not distinguish the

spinous processes of the vertebrae, owing to her

being very fleshy ; but from her inability to retain her

head upright (it leans backward) and her complain-

ing of weak back, I think there is a deficiency of

bone, and a surplus of cartilage. She looks like a

very short, wide sack, upright, with a large head

stuck on it. Is perfectly healthy, menstruates regu-

larly, and lias done so for three years back ; breasts

rather small ; cannot walk far without great fatigue.

Appears to be no more than twelve or fifteen years

old ; is quite lively and intelligent ; her mother and
dead brother had hare lip, so also had her mother's

brother, and their mother and brothers. She has a

younger sister more helpless than herself ; all of her

family, with the above exceptions, are perfectly

healthy on the side of both parents for two or three

generations, as I know them personally. I would

not have said so much about 6 one, but for the rea-

son that she has been pronounced by some Physi-

cians to be perfectly boneless. Some say it is " hard

gristle," but I am satisfied that there is a considera-

ble quantity of bona fide osseous matter in her frame,

which, after her death, I believe, can be demon-
strated.

F. A. Roop, M. D.

Galestovm, Md.

News and Miscellany.

The Effects of Hashish.

A writer in Appletorts Journal of September 4,

1869, quoted by the N. Y. Medical Journal, thus

describes the effects experienced from the use of

this drug

:

I have often taken the drug, rather for curiosity to

discover what its attractions might be, than for aught

of pleasurable excitement I ever experienced. The
taste of the potion is exactly what a mixture of milk,

sugar, pounded black pepper, and a few spices would

produce. The first result is a contraction of the

nerves of the throat, which is anything but agreeable.

Presently the brain becomes affected
; you feel an

extraordinary lightness of head, as it were
;
your

sight settles upon one object, obstinately refusing to

abandon it
;
your other senses become unusually

acute—uncomfortably sensible—and you feel a ting-

ling which shoots like an electric shock down your

limbs till it voids itself through the extremities.

You may stand in the burning sunshine without

being conscious of heat, and every sharp pain is in-

stantly dulled. Your cautiousness and your reflec-

tive organs are painfully stimulated
;
you fear every

thing and everybody, even the man who sha red the

cup with you, and the servant who prepared it
;
you

suspect treachery everywhere, and in the simplest

action detect objects the most complexedly villainous.

Your thoughts become wild and incoherent, your

fancy runs frantic. If you happen to exceed a little,

the confusion of your ideas and the disorder ofyour

imagination will become intense. I recollect on one

occasion being persuaded that my leg was revolving

upon its knee as an axis, and could distinctly feel as

well as hear it strike against and pass through the

shoulder during each revolution. Any one may
make you suffer agony by simply remarking that a

particular limb must be in great pain, and you catch

at every hint thrown out to you, nurse it and cherish

it with a fixed and morbid eagerness that savors

strongly of insanity. This state is a very dangerous

one, especially to a novice ; madness and catalepsy

being by no means uncommon terminations to it.

If an assembly are under the influence of the drug,

and a single individual happen to cough or laugh,

the rest, no matter how many, are sure to follow his

example. The generally used restoratives are a wine-

glassful of pure lemon-juice, half a dozen cucumbers

eaten raw, <pd a few puffs of the hookah
;
you may

conceive the state of your unhappy stomach after the

reception of these remedies. Even without them
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they generally suffer from severe indigestion, for,

during the intoxication, the natural hunger which

the hashish produces excites you to eat a supper suf-

ficien for two days under ordinary circumstances.

The Wall Eye.

The British Medical Journal has the following

note on the wall-eye :

The " wall-eye" is simply a light blue or almost

White iris. In the case of a white pony in which

we examined it, the inner circle of the iris was of

its usual dark brown almost black color, next to it

outwards was a circle of bright blue, and outermost

of all was dead white. The sclerotic was pigmented

as usual, and the margins of the eyelids. It was the

left eye that was blue ; the right was as dark as usu-

al, and showed no peculiarity. The animal was

white, and on both sides the eyelashes were white,

although the edges of the lids were almost black.

The pony was believed to see as well with one eye

as with the other ; and its owner, an accomplished

veterinary surgeon, held that a wall eye was no de-

triment, that it was not liable to any special disease,

and wore well. He thought it more common for

the peculiarity to be unsymmetrical than otherwise.

He could not give me any facts as to hereditary

transmission. Such marked deviations from sym-
metry as for one eye to be very dark and the other

very light, are, we believe, never witnessed in the

human subject ; but lesser degrees are not very un-

common, and of special interest because certain facts

have been recorded tending to show that eyes, odd
as regards coler, are not unfrequently odd also as

regards refractive power,and in their tendencies to dis-

ease. An explanation of the non-occurrence of such

marked contrasts in man may, perhaps, be suggested

in the infrequency with which intermarriage takes

place between individuals differing as regards pig-
'

mentation to the same extent as a white and black

horse. This is, however, mere conjecture, and we
are not aware of any fact supporting the belief that

irides of different color are more common among
half-castes than amongst others.

Mortality in Hungary.

The Hungarian bills of mortality do not give a

favorable idea of the sanitary condition of that coun-

try. The Neue Freie Presse observes on this sub-

ject : « Of 100,000 inhabitants 2,000 die annually in

England, 2,380 in France, 2,220 in Belgium, 2,900 in

Prussia, 4,500 in the Austrian monarchy, and in all

Hungary 4,540 ; but in Siebenburgen the number is

only 3,097, and in the German part of the Banate

4,200, so that in the Magyar part of the country the

proportion is 5,240, or about two and a half times as

great as is in England. The high rate of mortality

among the male population is not less surprising.

While in the entire Austrian monarchy 10,570 males

die for every 10,000 females, the proportion in Hun-

gary is 10,058 males and in the Magyar parts of the

country the average is so high as 10,700." The
Austrian journal believes that with a little attention

to hygiene Hungary might easily support three

times as many inhabitants as England, whereas, in

consequence of apathy and ignorance, the popula-

tion is not near half so numerous as that of Great

Britain.

Life—Death.

The following characteristic note, which has a

special interest for medical men, the New York
Medical Journal takes from the American Literary

Gazette and Publishers' Circidar

:

Dr. Makpl recently had photographed a Ger-

man picture of the sixteenth century, which on one

side of the panel represented a most lovely face of a

young girl literally radiant with life. On the other

side was a hideous skull. He sent a copy of it to

M. Victor Hugo, and asked him to put into French

verse the German lines on both sides of the picture.

M. Hugo replied: "Dear Doctor: Your valuable

present has reached me* A true message of a phil-

osopher to a poet. Death must fear you who cure,

and must love me who hope. The lines you desire

sprang forth on mere sight of the picture. Your two

mysterious quatrains are echoed in two tercets.

These:
FRONT.

Chapeau de perles, fleurs et parfums, O printemps

!

Je suis belle—On est belle, helas I pour peu d'instants.
Comme c'est vita fait de respirer des roses

!

BACK.
Me voici rentree, ame, au gouffre obscur des choses.
Mon amant, rejoins-moi dans la tombe, autre hymen.
Ce qu'aujourd'hui je suis, tu le serais demain

!

I have obeyed. Thanks. 'Tis strange, terrible, and

true. I kiss Mine. Mandl's hands, and I am yours,

ex imo. victor hugo."

Mortality in the Army of Northern Germany.
This army consists, in round numbers, of 300,000

men. In the year 1868, the deaths comprised 114

officers, and 1344 rank and file; 134 men committed

suicide. Hence it will be seen that the mortality

hardly reaches one-half per cent. This proportion

was almost identical with that of the former simply

Prussian army—viz., 69 or 70 deaths out of 10,000

men. These are very low figures as compared with

the death-ratio in other armies, the calculation being

also based upon 10,000 men. In Russia the propor-

tion is 390, in Italy 150, in Belgium 145. The ad-

vantage lies certainly with the army of Northern

Germany.

Argemone Mexicana, the only papaveracea

growing wild within Mexico, upon the Antilles, and

in some parts of North America, furnishes a milky

juice from which a substance, reacting like morphia,

has been separated. The seed and the fatty oil of

the same are emetic and purgative.
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Dr. Kbaus, the editor of the Allgemeine

Wiener Medizinische Zeittmg, against whom an ac-

tion was brought a short time ago by Dr, Billroth,

for having erroneously attributed to him (Dr. Bill-

roth) the leaving of a piece of sponge in the abdo-

men of a patient after ovariotomy, has been sen-

tenced to pay a fine
rf
of 100 florins, or to undergo

twenty days' imprisonment, with costs.

During the roasting of coffee one half of its

caffeine disappears, while but a small portion is

found in the volatile product. The greater part of

the missing alkaloid has undergone, during roasting,

a transformation into methylamine, which mostly

remains behind, but a small portion being volatil-

ized. According to Personne the tannin of coffee

furnishes the nascent hydrogen, necessary for the

transformation of caffeine into methylamine.

Amohg the grants made by the British Asso-

ciation for the Advancement of Science, are one of

£30 to Dr. Richardson, for an investigation of the

physiological action of organic compounds ; and one

of £16 to Dr. Gamgee, for researches on the heat de-

veloped in arterialisation of the blood.

It was decided on Monday that the next

meeting of the British Association for the advance-

ment of Science shall be held in Liverpool, under

the presidency of Professor Huxley. Invitations

were also received from Edinburgh, Brighton, Brad-

ford, and Belfast. The contest ultimately lay be-

tween Liverpool and Edinburg ; the former gaining

the victory by a majority of 91 votes against 86.

Dr. Charles A. Shaeffer, after spending

two and a half years in the prosecution of scien-

tific study in German Universities, has returned to

his native land, and has been elected Professor of

Analytical Chemistry in Cornell University at Itha-

ca, N. Y.
In order to obtain the 315 grammes of nitro-

genous matter which man requires daily, it would
be necessary, according to Payen, to consume six-

teen dozen oysters, if they should form the sole nu-

triment.

Extract of Calabar Bean, suspended in gela-

tine, forms convenient elastic sheets for application

to the eye. The dose contained in a small piece

should be 0.010 gr. of the bean, or 0.0005 gr. of the

extract.

A peeson has been lately poisoned in Balti-

more, Maryland, through the carelessness of a drug-

gist, who put up a prescription with aqua ammo-
nias, instead of aqua cinnamomi, as ordered in the

physician's prescription.

Prof. Buchner, in Munich, demonstrated

lately again the transformation of arsenic into sul-

phide of that metal in cadavers of those poisoned

with the acid.

Peofessok Gluge has been elected Rector

of the University of Brussels.
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MARRIED,

Bttb.net—Brewster. In Newark, N. J., Oct. 6th, by
Prof. John DeWitt, D. D., of New Brunswick, assisted by
Rev. Arthur Potts, of Morrisania, N. Y., Dr. James B.
Burnet, and Maria L., only daughter of the late U. B.
Brewster, Esq., all of Newark.
Chaefee—Mosher. In Rochester, Vermont, in the

Cong'l church, Sept. 23d, by Rev. Geo. S. Guernsey, as-
sisted by the Pastor, and Rev. G. M. Harman, Dr. Charles
W. Chaffee, of Chicago, 111., and Miss Diana R. Mosher,
of Rochester.

Knox—Hartwell. Sept. 30, at the residence of the
bride's parents, by the Rev. John P. Knox, assisted by the
Rev. Dr. Mesick, James S. Knox, M. D., and Elizabeth
C, only daughter of S. T. Hartwell of Somerville, N. J.

Lee—Stevenson. At the house of the bride's parents,
Mechanicsville, Saratoga Co., N. Y., Sept. 22, 1869, by
Rev. J. W. Carhart, D. D., Dr. Frank K. Lee, and Sarah
E., daughter of W. H. Stevenson, Esq., all of Mechanics-
ville.

Pinkerton—Latta. On the 28th ult. , at Parkesburg,
Chester county, Pa., by the Rev. J. M. Crowell, D. D.,
assisted by the Rev. J. J. Pomeroy, James Crowell Pink-
erton, of Philadelphia, and Jennie S., daughter of Wil-
liam Latta, M. D.
Walton—Thompson. In New York, Sept. 25, at Trin-

ity Church, West 25th street., by Rev. A. St. Leonard,
Henry C. Walton, M. D., of that city, and Emily Jane,
eldest daughter of the late Captain Thompson, of Liver-
pool, England.

West—Woods. Sept. 16, in the Presbyterian church,
Martinsville, O., by Rev. G. W. Chalfant, assisted by
Rev. James Alexander, D. D., John E. West, M. D., of
St. Clairsville, O., and Miss Annie U. Woods, of Martins-
ville.

Wilson—McCullough. Sept. 22, at the residence of
the bride's mother, Dr. Thomas H. Wilson, of Dennison,
and Miss Hattie McCullough, of TJrichsville, O.

DIED.

Chase. In Springfield, Vt., Sept. 25th, Mrs. Eliza
Walker, wife of Dr. Leonard Chase, and daughter of the
late Leonard Walker, Esq., aged 67 years.

Clark In St. Louis, Mo., September 27, Dr. Joseph
J. Clark, aged 62 years.

QUERIES AND REPLIES.

Dr. O. H. L. , Ala.—'We will bind the Reporter for yow
in plain library style, half sheep, at $1 per volume. But
the expressage would cost too much. We will send the
Compendium for 1868 and 1869, bound in two volumes,
cloth, for $7.50. Will not send Compendium for 1869 till

we hear in regard to binding it.

Dr. W. McN., Pa—Operate on your case of hare-lip at
once. Pare the edges of the fissure in the palate.

Dr. W. B. W., Ark The cost of Virchow's Cellular
Pathology is $5.

METEOROLOGY.

SEPT. 27, 28, 29, 30, O.l, 2, 3,

N. E.
Cl'dy
Rain

5 in.

Wind

Weather,
j

DepthRain

N.W.
Clear

N.W.
Clear
white
frost

N.W.
Clear

S. W.
Clear

S.W.
Clear

S. E.
Clear

Tliermom. . ..

Minimum..
At 8, A M.
At 12, M...
At 3, P.M.

49°
56
60
60
56.25

39°

50
59
60
52.

44°
52
66
68
57.50

45° 47°
57 58
67 73
69 ,74

59.50 63.

54°

59
68
70
62.75

55P

72
65
65
64.25

Barometer..
At 12, M... 30.1 30.2 30.2 30.2 30.2 30.2 30.6

Gerrnantoum, Pa. B. J. Lbedom.
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Communications.

HOW DOES MORPHIA ACT IX LABOE?

By Henry Brubaker, M. D.,

Of Somerset, Pa.

I have carefully read the articles published

in the Reporter on the use of morphia, as a

parturient agent, and thus far, none of the

writers have explained its true modus operandi,

norstated distinctly the conditions demanding

its administration. These are most important

points, upon a proper knowledge of which will

depend our success in the use of this invalu-

able agent. To recommend morphia in all

cases of labor indiscriminately is a grand error,

and cannot but be followed by mischievous

consequences. It is not true, that morphia

is serviceable, or even admissible, in every

case of labor, any more than ergot. As the

latter agent injudiciously administered may
be productive of very serious, if not fatal, re-

sults to both mother and child, so the former

may, indirectly at least, be the cause of pro-

tracted suffering, if not more serious conse-

quences. Hence the necessity of having more

correct notions of its mode of operating, and

the stage of labor in which it should be given.

After an experience of sixteen years in its use

in labor, during which time I have adminis-

tered it in scores of cases, and carefully ob-

served its effects, I shall venture to give what

I conceive to be the law of its action. Is it, as

has been intimated, a direct parturient agent?

Does it excite or promote uterine contrac-

tions? To these interrogatories a decided neg-

ative answer may be given. It possesses no

power of directly exciting or promoting uter-

ine contractions,'; of this, any practitioner can

satisfy himself by prescribing it without any

regard to the stage of labor, or the condition

of the organs concerned in the act of parturi-

tion. The results will be highly unsatisfac-

tory, whereas, if given with a due regard to

the condition to be mentioned hereafter, no

agent will accomplish more satisfactory re-

sults.

Morphia exerts its appropriate action on the

uterus in labor as certainly as ergot, but in a

different way. The latter agent has been be-

fore the profession so long, and its parturient

action so well understood, that no intelligent

practitioner need err in its use. But can the

condition of the parturient organs which calls

for the use of morphia be as definitely stated?

In my opinion it can. To present this subject

in a clearer light, let me suppose two cases,

to illustrate the action of these two agents re-

spectively. I am called to a woman in labor,

and find her in the following condition : The
presentation is natural ; the os uteri dilated or

dilatable ; the vagina relaxed and moist.

There is no mechanical impediment, nor dis-

proportion between the head of the child and

the outlets through which it is destined to pass.

But the uterine contractions are feeble. The
expulsive efforts are insufficient to complete

the labor. The object being to excite uterine

contractions, ergot is clearly indicated. If

under these circumstances any practitioner

should be induced to administer morphia, he

will most likely have occasion to regret it for

more reasons than one.

Again, I am called to a woman whose con-

dition differs from the one above cited in this,

that the os uteri, although slightly dilated, is

still rigid and unyielding. The chief, if not

the whole difficulty, lies in rigidity of the os.

The vagina is sufficiently relaxed and moist.

The woman has been suffering the greatest

agony for many hours from the pains of dila-

229
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tation. There are also active contractions of

the womb, as can be ascertained by applying

the hand to the abdomen, and the only obsta-

cle to a speedy completion of the labor is the

unyielding os. The contractions of the womb
are sufficient to expel the child the moment
the os relaxes. It is in such cases that mor-

phia displays its extraordinary powers. In

nine out of ten such cases it will complete the

labor within half an hour. It will be under-

stood then that the condition demanding its

use is rigidity of the os, while the remaining

soft parts are well prepared to admit of deliv-

ery. The object of its administration is to re-

lax the os uteri, and this it will do most cer-

tainly and effectually. If this rule be adhered

to in its administrations, success will almost

invariably follow its use. Should there be a

loaded state of the rectum, which of itself of-

ten retards the progress of a labor, or a highly

plethoric state, the s}rstem will be better pre-

pared for the action of the morphia, if a small

venesection or alvine evacuation be premised.

If the gentlemen who have spoken so favor-

ably of the use of morphia, will reflect upon
the cases in which it acted so promptly, and
recall to mind the condition of the parturient

organs, they will doubtless remember that the

only difficulty in the way of a speedy delivery

was rigidity of the os. Before I fully compre-

hended the law of its action, I mean its relax-

ing power over the os, I was frequently dis-

appointed in its effects, but now I give it in

these cases with as much confidence as I give

any other article of the materia medica whose
characteristic action I wish to produce on the

system.

In conclusion, permit me to give my first

experience of its use. In the year 1853, 1 was

called in consultation to see a woman who
had been in severe and constant labor for

twelve hours. All the parts were in the most
favorable condition for a speedy termination

of the labor with the exception of the os uteri

which was exceedingly rigid. Through this

rigid and undilated os the attending accoucheur

was vainly attempting to introduce the for-

ceps, as she had been suffering so long, and

seeing the gross impropriety of attempting to

deliver with the forceps, I very naturally sug-

gested a dose of morphia with the view of giv-

ing her rest, with the hope that the os would

yield in time.

This was readily assented to; there was the

least possible prospect of the labor termi-

nating for several hours. A few minutes after

the morphia was administered tea was an-

nounced ; whilst we were sitting at the table

discussing the probable issue of the case, the

nurse called loudly for the doctor. "We ran
into the lying-in chamber, just in time to re-

ceive the child, the head being already born
;

in less than thirty minutes after the morphia
had been taken the os relaxed, and with one
strong expulsive effort she was delivered. Of
course, we could do nothing more than ex-

press amazement at the happy issue of the

case. The case made a deep impression on
my mind. I could not comprehend it at the

time, and it was not until some half dozen
cases of a similar character had occurred in

my practice that I became convinced that the

good effects could be attributed to the mor-
phia. By slow and gradual steps I reached

what is to me, one of the most pleasing prac-

tical truths ofmy professional life. With this

agent, I know, I have been the means of re-

lieving many a suffering woman, and at the

same time saved myself from many sleepless

and anxious hours.

TREPHINING THE TIBIA.

By W. L. Apfley, M. D.,

Of Cochocton, Sullivan Co., New York.

John P., aged 30 years, had suffered a long
time with pain, swelling and soreness of his

right leg. There was a point at or near the

middle of the tibia the size of a half-dollar

silver piece, very sensitive to the touch, and
slight pressure causing severe pain. He con-

sulted me two years or more previous to the

operation. I gave him the iodide of potas-

sium for some time, without any benefit. The
pain was severe at night ; he had to take large

doses of morphia to get any sleep. I pro-

posed trephining the tibia ; he declined the op-

eration and left, offended with me, and applied

to other doctors. I heard nothing of him for

two years ; he then called on me again and
wished me to trephine the tibia or amputate
the leg. He said if neither operation should

relieve him he would commit suicide. I put

him under the influence of chloroform, made
a crucial incision over the prominent point,

dissected the flaps from the bone, applied

a small trephine, and removed around button-

like piece of bone about three-eighths of an
inch in thickness ; about a teaspoonful of pus

escaped from a cavity in the bone, that had
probably been forming a long time. I re-

moved the edges of the external shell with
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forceps and gouge, and left the wound to gran-

ulate.

All the patient's sufferings, which had been

long and severe, were speedily brought to an

end ; he slept soundly the first night after the

operation, without any opiates. The wound
gradually healed, the surrounding swelling

diminizhed, and in three weeks the wound was

cicatrised, and six months afterwards I saw

the patient with the limb as sound as the

other, and only a scar remained to point out

where the disease had been. It is two years

since the operation, and he has never had any
pain in the leg since.

Hospital Reports.

CATHARINE STEEET DISPENSARY, PHILADELPHIA.

Gynaecological Clinic of Dr. F. H. Getchell.

REPORTED BY J. P. BURD.

Subinvolution of the Uterus.

Mary B
,
aged 24 years, married ; has had no

children ; miscarried five weeks since,was four months

advanced in pregnancy at the time
;
complains of a

profuse discharge of blood, with a sensation of weight

and dragging down pain in the pelvis. The lochial

discharge stopped about eight days after the delivery.

She Jbegan to have a discharge of blood one week
ago, and it has been very profuse during the last two

days—brings with her some aromatic sulphuric acid

she has been taking from a druggist for the last four

days but with no effect.

An examination was made ; the sound passed four

inches into the uterus, which was soft and somewhat

tender—the cs was patulous, readily admitting the

end of the finger. The uterus was washed out with

an injection of cold water, and a solution of alum,

and tannin was thrown up with the uterine syringe

—

she was requested to return home, remain quiet in

bed, and to get potash bromidi gr. xv, with vini

ferri amari gii, four times in twenty-four hours.

—

This patient was visited at her residence the second

day after, when the discharge of blood had almost

stopped, the napkin she had worn for two hours be-

ing slightly stained. The uterus was again injected,

this time with tinct. iodinii comp. She was unwilling

to remain longer in bed, but was requested to avoid

all active exercises, not to go up and down stairs, to

continue the same medicine, her diet to consist of

milk, eggs, rice, bread, and soup of mutton or beef,

to avoid strong tea or coffee, and to avoid sexual in-

tercourse. She came to the Clinic again one week
from the first visit ; has had no discharge of blood

since the injection of iodine, feeling and looking much
better. A sound was passed, but with some diffi-

culty, the os being well contracted, the uterus was
found to measure but three inches. She came back
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the next week but declined an examination as she

considered herselfperfectly well. She states that sex-

ual intercourse was indulged in three or four days

after the lochial discharge stopped, and was contiuued

at intervals till the discharge of blood, for which she

applied here for relief, made its appearance.

Commentary.—Cases of this kind are not un-

common ; after miscarriage the uterus requires sev-

eral weeks to come down to its natural size, and any
contusion, laceration, or inflammatory action, from

any cause, will arrest this process. The most fre-

quent is indulgence in coition before this process is

completed. In the natural condition the axis of the

uterus, which is identical with that of the superior

strait, allows the male organ passing up the vagina,

which coincides with the axis of the inferior strait,

to pass below the cervix into the posterior cul-de-sac,

but the uterus being enlarged after miscarriage falls

from its increased weight and is subjected to more or

less contusion during coition, and arrested absorption

from this cause is no doubt of frequent occurrence.

This condition is met with oftener after miscarriage

than labor at full term
;

first, because miscarriage is

looked upon as an afiair that is soon over, and also,

because the fining down process does not proceed so

rapidly in the partly developed uterus as in the fully

developed organ ,'^and its reduction is more readily

interfered with.

The uterus may be injected with any astringent,

and it may be repeated as often as is necessary to

control the hemorrhage. It is always best to wash

out the uterus first with water, in order that the as-

tringent may come in direct contact with the walls

of the uterine cavity. There is very little, if any,

danger in injecting the uterus ; the supposed danger

of the fluid passing through the Fallopian tubes is

hardly possible, while it has so easy an exit through

the cervical canal, which is generally patulous in these

cases.

VASCULAR TUMOR OF THE URETHRA.

Maria L
,
aged 27, unmarried, complains of a

frequent desire to urinate, the operation being at-

tended with smarting pain ; has been troubled in

this way for a long time. Has no leucorrhoeal dis-

charge, no swelling or tenderness of the vulva.

An examination revealed a tumor of abright red

color, about the size of a currant, just within the

external orifice of the urethra. It was raised with

the rat-toothed forceps and cut off with the scissors,

care being taken to go a little below the tumor.

The hemmorrhage was arrested with persulphate

of iron.

Commentary.—These little tumors which are an

hypertrophy of the mucous papillae of the urethra,

are not of very frequent occurrence, but when they

exist, they are the cause of great uneasiness to the

I anient, the annoyance being far greater- than one

would suppose from the size of the tumor, which is

oLen no larger than a grain of wheat. They fre
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quently cause pain in walking, and always during

urination, particularly as the last few drops are pass-

ing from the bladder. In the treatment it is best

not to annoy with attempts to remove the tumor by

cauterization, which is uncertain and tedious, but to

remove it at once with the scalpel or scissors, being-

careful to dissect out the entire tumor," if this is

done, it will not be requisite to cauterize the part to

prevent a recurrence. In a few days the surface

heals and the woman has no farther trouble with it.

Medical Societies.

HAKFOBD COUNTY, MD., MEDICAL SO-
CIETY.

The Society held its regular quarterly meeting on

the 1st day of August, 1869, at the residence of the

President, Dr. S. B. Silver. The invitation having

been extended to the wives of the members, a num-
ber were present and shared the kind hospitality of

our worthy President.

The committee on the memoir of Dr. J. K. Sap-

pington, through the Chairman, Dr. Foewood,
reported that they had been unable to obtain infor-

mation necessary to make a satisfactory report ; his

efforts in that direction appeared to be unavailing ; he

had become discouraged and asked to be discharged.

Dr. Hays objected to the withdrawal of Dr. For-

wood. The Committee was continued.

Dr. John Evans made a report of a case of

severe injury to the forearm, requiring amputation.

In which he said, injuries of the extremities, more
particularly the upper, bear a great deal of lacera-

tion and destruction of the soft parts, with fracture

of bones, &c, without requiring amputation. Lace-

rated and punctured wounds of both the upper and

lower extremities are liable to produce tetanus. On
the 4th of the present month he was called to attend

a case, in which the forearm had been caught in the

cylinder of a threshing machine, tearing aWay nearly

all the muscles, leaving bare the tendons, fracturing

both the radius and ulna at their middle, and also

dislocating and fracturing the radius at its carpal

extremity, leaving loose, sharp and jagged pieces of

bone in the wound. A careful examination revealed

the necessity of amputation. Conservative surgery

is not only justifiable, but preferable, wherever there

is a prospect of saving the limb
; so, also, is ex-

cision or resection preferred to amputation, more
especially in injuries of the upper extremities,

wherever they can be resorted to with a prospect of

success. But there was in this case nothing short of

amputation that would be likely to be successful

;

therefore it was resorted to, and the forearm taken

off about three inches below the elbow joint, the

patient being placed under the influence of chloro-

form. An examination of the limb, after its re-

moval, showed*the necessity of that kind of opera-

tion, as the radial and ulnar arteries were torn

asunder. An interesting and anomalous feature

presented itselfin the operation : the principal vessels,

radial and ulnar arteries did not jet or spurt as is usual

.

in such cases, but merely welled out their contents,

which he presumed was ovving to great strain and

traction made on them by the teeth of the revolving

cylinder. He also said that he had known similar -

injuries to the above, in which the patients all died

for want of primary amputations. He was assisted

in the operation by Dr. T. C. Hopkins, the only

surviving Ex-President of this society. The circular

mode was selected for the operation. The patient is

doing well.

Dr. W. Hopkins was of the opinion that the

chloroform may have been the cause of the anomaly

in the arteries ; it was, he believed, the opinion, that

chloroform did exercise some control over the circu-

lation, and that when administered it was generally

advised to wait longer before dressing than if not

used.

Dr. Forwood reported a case of injury from a

threshing machine, in which the foot and clothing

were caught, and from the effects of torsion the geni-

tals were severely injured, being torn almost from

their attachments ; the scrotum will probably slough

entire ; the extent of injury to the testicles is difficult

to arrive at; the penis seems to have sustained but

little injury ; the bones of the leg escaped without

injury ; the case is under treatment ; the progress and

result will be furnished the society at its next meet-

ing.

The subject for discussion at the next meeting

announced by the President, were injuries to the

wrist, and indigenous plants.

Dr. Lee proposed to read at the next meeting,

gleanings from the writings of a deceased medical

friend. The society then adjourned.

W. W. Virdin, M. D.,
Secretary.

The Question, of Specialism.

We have before us a copy of a pamphlet entitled

" The Orleans Infirmary and the Medical Associa-

tion of New Orleans," detailing the facts connected

with the expulsion from the Association of Drs.

Brickele, Beard, Choppin and Burns, for vio-

lating the article of the Code of Ethics which for-

bids advertising. The whole amount of advertising

alleged seems to have been the circulation of a

printed sheet informing the public that these four

gentlemen had associated themselves together to

practice in different branches of special surgery.

The Circular reads as if no excessive claims are put

forward, and we believe the physicians wrhose names
it bears have always borne good reputations. We
are, however, unprepared to pass any judgment, and

merely mention the incident as an item in current

medical history*
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Editorial Department,

Periscope.

Recent Method of Treating Diseases of the Skin.

T. McCaix Anderson, M. I)., Glasgow, referred

in the British Medical Association to the use of a

solution of acetate of soda, (20 grains to ounce of

water) as a local application in lupus exedens and

in strumous ulceration. He then pointed out the

value of the application of lint spread with melted

emplastrum hydrargyri in cases of lupus erythema-

todes. The use of coverings of vulcanised India-

rubber in certain cases of eczema, psoriasis, pruritus

senilis, prurigo, ichthyosis, callositas, and many ob-

stinate localised eruptions, was next discussed ; and

Dr. Anderson pointed out that the remedy acted by

excluding the air, keeping the parts warm and at an

uniform temperature, and promoting the secretion

from the cutaneous glands which are retained so

that they macerate and favor the removal of the epi-

dermis. Lastly, he quoted a number of cases illus-

trative of the value of the internal administration of

tar and carbolic acid, especially of the latter (which

he prescribed in doses of from three to ten grains,

thrice daily), in the treatment of certain cases of

ehronic eczema and of psoriasis.

Mr. Hoeton spoke of the great success of gutta-

percha caps in cases of scalp-diseases, and said he

thought tar was more extensively used than Dr
Anderson was aware of. He knew practitioners

who had used it extensively during the last twenty

or thirty years, both internally and externally, and

it hadhad good effect. In skin-disease ofthe hand, he

had treated it by strapping it with soap-plaster, the

success of which in producing absorption where
there had been thickening of the skin was remark-

able.

Dr. Allbutt asked, whether, in prescribing ace-

tate of soda as a remedy for lupus, the important

distinction had been made between mere serpigin-

ous ulcerations and ulcerations dependent upon the

previous existence of dermic tubercles. The former

were not rebellious under treatment, the latter so

terribly so, that a cure by a solution of acetate of

soda would indeed be a boon. For his part, in true

lupus he found no remedy so speedy, effectual, and
comparatively painless, as the actual cautery.

Dr. Myktle thought that in these cases the best

caustic to apply was common nitrate of silver, and
to rub it in as if the patient had no feeling. His

experience was, that that would check the ulcera-

tive process more effectually and leave far less marks.

As to elastic applications, one of the best he had
found was the new preparation, the elastic collodion

of the British Pharmacopoeia ; and he had also ex-

perienced the good effects which Dr. Anderson had
described of the ordinary gutta-percha cloth.

Dr. John Lang mentioned cases of lupus which

occasionally were sent to the Convalescent Hospital

at Southport. He described the masses of ulcera-

tions in the face in some of the cases, and he said,

after three weeks of treatment the ulcers had healed

up. One man, from the Midland Counties, had
been there three years in succession.

Dr. Anderson, in reply, said, with regard to af-

fections of the face, no doubt a distinction must be

drawn between strumous lupus and lupus exedens,

or lupus vulgaris. In all these cases, up tea certain

point, he thought soda would be found successful,

but he must confess it was not likely to prove as

successful in some cases as in others. He quite

j

agreed with Dr. Myrtle that, if caustic was to be

used in cases of lupus (and often that was absolutely

necessary), none was so likely as solid nitrate of sil-

ver. Although recently he had been trying the ac-

tual cautery, he did not think the results were as

certain as from the use of the nitrate of silver, but

the patient suffered much more from the use of the

nitrate of silver than from the actual cautery.

Intermittent Fever Treated by the Iodide of
Potassium.

S. L. Abbot, M. D., reports the following case in

the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal

:

May 13, 1869. E. S. D., law student, aged 26.

Applied for treatment for intermittent fever, from

which he had been suffering since the first week in

April. The patient was a native of Ohio, and had

had several previous attacks. On one occasion he

had been treated successfully by an eminent practi-

tioner of this city with sulphate of quinine. At that

time he had taken the drug ineffectually for some

time, in considerable quantities, not understanding

the proper method of employing it. He was speedily

relieved by large doses taken with the proper inter-

val of time before the period of access, under his

physician's directions.

During the present sickness the chills had re-

curred daily, and the patient had suffered much from

almost constant, deep-seated pains of a rheumatic

character, mostly in the chest and arms, which were

most severe in the latter part of the day and at night,
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sometimes seriously disturbing sleep. There was

some tenderness on pressure over the spleen, but no

enlargement of that organ could be felt. Appetite

much impaired.

R. Fotass. iodid., gr. v.

Fl. ext. quassiae, f.gss.

before each meal.

18th.—Patient reported that he commenced the

use of the medicine on the 14th. On the evening of

that day he had a severe chilly which lasted two

hours, and was followed by fever and profuse sweat-

ing, as usual. On the 15th he had another attack,

but much less severe. There had been no recur-

rence since. The appetite was improving; the

bowels were regular, and the patient felt much bet-

ter generally. Directed to continue the use of the

medicine until the 21st, when the evening dose was

to be omitted.

June 3d.—]STo chill since last report. Appetite

said to be "enormous," "better than for three

years." Patient says, " the medicine killed the ague

in just two days." TLe pain in the bones ceased af-

ter the third day. It is worthy of remark that

during the present attack, before.applying for medi-

cal advice, the patient had taken quinine in large

quantities, sometimes taking as much as twenty-

four grains in a day, and in accordance with the

directions previously received from the physician

who formerly attended him, but without the least

benefit.

Diagnosis of Electricity. •

De. Rockwell, in a pamphlet recently published

on this subject, gives the following general principles

of diagnosis

:

1st. In paralysis of motion, the electro-muscular

contractility is sometimes normal, occasionally in-

creased, and very frequently diminished.

Increase of electro-muscular contractility is usually

observed in diseases of the brain, attended with irri-

tative lesion, in certain spasmodic and hysterical

affections, and occasionally in locomotor ataxy.

—

Diminution of electro-muscular contractility is usually

observed in severe diseases of the spinal cord, in

rheumatic paralysis, lead-palsy, in well-marked pro-

gressive muscular atrophy, and in paralysis from
pressure on a nerve in some part of its course.

2d. In certain central diseases, the electro-muscu-

lar contractility is at first normal or diminished, and
afterward increases with the progress of the disease,

until it becomes greater than normal.

The length of time that is necessary to illustrate

these variations, depends on the nature of the dis-

ease. In chronic inflammations of the spinal cord,

effusions in the brain, causing hemiplegia, these var-

iations may run through many weeks and months.

In cases of hemiplegia also, these different conditions

of the electro-muscular contractility may run as it

were in a circle: being sometimes normal, some-

times increased, and sometimes diminished. All

these changes correspond, of course, to certain

changes in the pathological condition of the diseased

brain. Just what this correspondence is in each

case, cannot, in the present state of electrical patho-

logical science, be well determined ; but when these

variations do occur, they prove that the paralysis is

of central origin.

In cancer of the brain and similar extending affec-

tions, there is a remission of the muscular contrac-

tions during electrization. According to Benedikt,

this is an evidence of pathological exhaustion. This

has been observed in aphasia.

3d. The fact that certain forms of paralysis behave

very differently under the Faradaic and the Galvanic

current. Muscles over which a Faradaic current can

have no influence, may contract easily under a mild

Galvanic current. This important fact was first

pointed out by Remak. Sometimes, as the paralyzed

muscles recover, they regain their power of contract-

ing under the Faradaic current, at the same time

proportionally losing their contractility under the

Galvanic. Several striking illustrations of this fact

have fallen under our own observation. The Gal-

vanic current produces muscular contractions chiefly

through the nerve branches, the Faradaic through

the muscular substance itself.

When, therefore, paralyzed muscles re-act to the

Galvanic current and not to the Faradaic, we may
suppose that the intra-muscular nerve fibres are more
diseased than the nerve branches.

4th. The fact that in certain central diseases, par-

ticularly of the spinal cord, the effect of the electric

current in the periphery is sensitively transmitted to

the cord,|and by reflex action may be communi-

cated to the other half of the aody and to the entire

periphery.

This phenomenon never occurs in health. We
have only observed it in organic diseases of the

spinal cord.

Ovariotomy—with Bemarks on Tapping Ovarian
Cysts.

Dr. T. Spencek Wells publishes in the Lancet

the result of a third series of one hundred cases of

ovariotomy. We copy from the New York Medi-

cal Journal :

The author has arranged in a table all the cases

in which he has completed the operation of ovari-

otomy, from the 200th case included in previous

papers to the 300th. In other tables, he gives par-

ticulars of all his incomplete and exploratory opera-

tions. He finds that the mortality lessens as expe-

rience increases. Of the first 100 cases, 24 died,

and 66 recovered. Of the second 100, 28 died, and

72 recovered. But of this third series of cases,

only 23 died, and 77 recovered.

The author has endeavored to ascertain what in-

fluence tapping ovarian cysts may have upon the

mortality of subsequent ovariotomy, and he has ar-
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1 ranged in a table all his cases where tapping had

^ I never been done, and those in which it had been
^ 1 done from once to sixteen times. The general mor-
°' • tality of the 300 cases was 28.33 per cent. Nearly

•
; one-half of the patients, or 135, bad never been

'tapped. In them the mortality was 27.40,'per cent.

—not one per cent, less than the average mortality.

• Rather more than one-fourth of the patients, or 78,

• had been tapped once. In them the mortality was

1 : 25.65 per cent. There were 19 who been tapped
5 three times, and the mortality was 26.32. Of the

36 who were tapped twice, the mortality was ex-

actly the same as that of the group of cases tapped

from four to sixteen times—namely, 33.33 per cent.

The author is led by these facts, and by other

considerations discussed in the paper, to the foliow-

\

ing conclusions

:

1. That one or many tappings do not consider-

ably increase the mortality of ovariotomy.

2. That tapping may often be a useful prelude to

ovariotomy, either by giving time for the general

health to improve, or by lessening shock when the

fluid is removed, a few days or hours before remov-

ing the more solid part of an ovarian tumor ; and

3. That when the siphon-trocar is used in such a
I manner as to prevent escape of ovarian fluid into

the peritoneal cavity, and of entrance of air into

I
the cyst, the danger of tapping is very small.

Dr. "West agreed with Mr. Wells as to tapping

being of service, especially as a preliminary opera-

tion, which might satisfy the surgeon, the patient,

and her friends. In most cases the patient cannot

be said to die of the tapping. We are apt to be

dazzled by the success of ovariotomy. He would
not speak so, were it not necessary for him to, as it

were, recant his former opinions. He could, there-

fore, with greater grace advocate the use of the
minor operation. He would ask, if any one now
used iodine after tapping ?

Mr. Spencer Wells, in reply to Dr. West, said

that he had lately conversed with M. Nelaton and
M. Boinet, who had both large experience in the

treatment of ovarian cysts by iodine injections, and
he found that they had both arrived at the same con-
clusion as his own experience of seven cases would
lead to. Of his own seven cases, only one patient

was alive who had not since undergone ovariotomy.

Tbis one was still in tolerable comfort, nearly ten

years after the injection; but a rather large cyst

could still be felt. If a cyst was unilocular, with
thin walls and limpid contents, then, after tapping
and injecting iodine, a radical cure occasionally fol-

lowed. But it was very doubtful whether iodine

had much or anything to do with the cure, because
tapping alone, without the use of iodine, in this

form of cyst, was also occasionally completely suc-

cessful. No more fluid was secreted, the cj st col-

lapsed, its walls probably coalesced, and after a time
no trace of it could be detected by the most cai eful

examination. When the contents of a cyst are

viscid, iodine is quite useless. In such cysts, and in

multilocular cysts generally, injections of iodine

should be restricted to cases where, for some reason,

ovariotomy cannot be performed ; but where a cure

may be hoped for after suppuration and drainage.

Here washing out the cavity, once or twice a day,

or oftener, with plenty of iodine in solution, be-

comes very useful
;
by deodorizing the offensive se-

cretions, and probably, by preventing absorption of

putrid fluid and blood-poisoning.

The general mortality of these cases was 28.33

per cent.—a result which is widely different from

that of the Italian cases of the same kind, of

which the mortality is 83.33 per cent. No doubt

results deduced from so small a number of cases

as Dr. Peeuzzi records can never be relied

on ; but an examination of the death-rate of each

successive hundred of Mr. Wells' cases shows that

we may expect to find in the next Italian report "an

improvement in the results of ovariotomy ; of his

first hundred cases he lost 34, of his second 28, and

of his third but 23.

Therapeutic Wovelities.

Syrup of Iodide of Iron.—M. Jeannel has ob-

served that the addition of one five-thousandth part

of tartaric acid, renders syrup of iodide of iron clear

when it has decomposed, and at the same time nota-

bly diminishes its inky taste.

Granular Citrate of Magnesia.—This so-called

compound really consists of soda and magnesia,

combined with sulphuric, tartaric, and carbonic acid?,

and containing sugar with some citric acid, flavored

with essence of lemon.

—

Pharm. Journal, Oct.,

1868.

Chanteaud's Soluble Oxide of Iron (Sucre Ferru-

gineux.—This compound occurs in small cubical

reddish-brown crystals, with a purely sweet taste,

followed by a slight chalybeate flavor. Being desi-

rous to ascertain if the iron were really combined

with the sugar in a soluble form as assserted, Dr. W.
G. Smith, of Dublin, made a few experiments on a

sample procured from M. Chanteaud's agent in Lon-

don, with the following results : Not a trace of the

iron is really in solution, but the peroxide is simply

adherent to tbe surface of the crystals of sugar, for

when it is digested in cold water and carefully fil-

tered, the^filtrate when acidified gives negative evi-

dence with the tests for a ferric salt. The amount
of iron present is extremely small, and as the result

of two experiments he obtained 0.47 fand 0.48

of peroxide of iron, respectively. Hence, to give a

dose of this soluble peroxide of iron or saccharated

oxide of iron, equivalent to 5 grs. of the ferri psrox.

bydr., the minimum dose in the British Pharma-
copoeia, we should have to order nearly 2| oz

(1,011 grs.)

Progress of the Cultivation of Cinchona.—Be-

sides the localities of India where cinchona planta-
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tions have flourished for some years past, nurseries

of Peruvian hark trees have heen established with

success iu by Jamacia Mr. Wilson and Mr. Thomson,

and at the close of 1867, there were 25,000 healthy

plants of the different species of cinchona in that

island. In the Mauritius and the Azores, also, the

results of cinchona cultivation are encouraging, and
young plants have been raised with success in Chili

while for the last four years, cinchona condaminea

has been growing in the Expe rimental Garden o

Agriculture at Washington

The Subcutaneous Injections of Morphia in
Dyspepsia.

In the Practitioner of June, 18C9, Dr. T. Clif-

ford Allbtjtt says:

I was first led to prescribe morphia hypoclermi-

cally in dyspepsia, by observing the effects of its

continued use in a lady whom I was treating by
this method for rheumatic gout. To enter fully

into her case would occupy a disproportionate part

of my space. Suffice it to say, that she is a lady of

extreme nervous susceptibility, and that her dyspep-

sia was something far more than the dyspepsia of

disordered secretions. The mucous membrane was
extremely irritable, the appetite uncertain, and [the

bowels very capricious; so that a little worry, or a
little alarm, or a little over-exertion, would at once
take away the appetite, bring on diarrhoea, or cause
sickness. There was evidence, in fact, if I may
use a somewhat inaccurate expression for brevity's

sake, of extreme hyperesthesia of the digestive mu
eous membrane. These symptoms were relieved,

from time to time, by bismuth, steel, digestive pills,

with minute doses of opium, and the like. But it

was not until she began to use the hypodermic
method for the rheumatism, that I discovered how
happy an effect the morphia had upon her digestion

I began to find on the morning visit, that the mor
phia of the evening before, so far from coating the
tongue and depressing the appetite, cleaned the
tongue and made her quite hungry. The days of
her best appetite and most regular stomach and
bowels, were the days following the subcutaneous
injection of a quarter of a grain of morphia. I was
so struck with this, that I determined to use the
syringe in many of those unhappy nervous dyspep-
tics who are the plague of a doctor's consulting-

room, and the results have far exceeded my expec-
tations, which, at first, were only moderate.

I will now try to show in what kind of dyspepsia

I advise the subcutaneous use of morphia. In
doing this I shall only cite cases as illustrations,

and shall leave proof to my readers, who will have
ample opportunities for trial. The incessant use of

the unsatisfactory expression, " atonic dyspepsia" in

our books, is an evidence of the strong general feel-

ing we have that a large number of such cases de-

pend less upon disordered organs, than upon organs

deficient in vigor. Very frequently, however, we
find not a mere passive debility, but a state of in-

stability, of irritability, or of erethism ; whichever

word may best convey any meaning. And it is

not widely enough known that many cases of foul

breath, thirst, and loaded tongue, depend rather

upon this nervous condition than upon "sluggish

liver," or " deranged secretions." It is in these

cases that the hypodermic use of morphia is so,

strikingly successful. Such forms of dyspepsia we
know often occur in "hysterical" women, and I

may say, in passing, that the morphia syringe, care-

fully used—and used carefully in a moral as well as

a medical sense—is by far the most potent means o

remedy we have for " hysteria." Nothing so soon

and so permanently relieves general irritabilities,

instabilities, globus hystericus, capricious appetite,

etc. I do not apologize for this digression, for in

the dyspepsia of these cases the syrmge is most

useful.

Miss , aged twenty-eight, had recently been

disappointed in love. She had become moody, ca-

pricious, melancholic, and indolent. ' She refused

her meals, and she lay mostly in bed. She suffered

most painfully from globus, and frequently vomited

her meals. She had begun to crave for and take

alcoholic stimulants. When I saw her I found, in

addition, a restless, conscious manner
;
muddy com-

plexion
;

soft, easily-quickened pulse ; coated

tongue; uncertain bowels; tumid abdomen; cold

extremities, and flushings of face and neck. She

complained, of course, of the usual lassitude, sink-

ings, tremors, etc. Her temperature was normal in

the evening, and the catamenia were but little

wrong. She had been carefully treated for the

various secretions, and had subsequently undergone

careful and vigorous tonic treatment. I gave her

an injection of a quarter of a grain of morphia the

same evening. I scarcely dare describe what I be-

lieve to have been its effects, lest I should seem to

emulate the virtues of Holloway's pills. I was
amazed to see her walk, with her sister, into my
consulting-room, the next morning, soon after

breakfast, and declare that she was a new woman.

From that time we used only the syringe (one-

fourth of a grain every night), and she made a most

satisfactory recovery—the tongue cleaning, the appe-

tite returning, the pulse steadying, and the morale

improving. All desire for alcohol, and all tendency

to globus and vomiting disappeared with the first

injection, and did not return. I write about four

months after her recovery. The injection was

readily omitted when the health was restored, and
no tendency to opium-eating appeared. Indeed, one

night, when the injection could not be given, she

took a pill containing a quarter of a grain of mor-

phia, and expressed great discontent next day with

its disagreeable effects, which were the same as in

a healthy person unaccustomed to the drug.
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My space is, I see, rapidly diminishing. So, with-

)ut further remark, let me run on to another case

)f a kind which often baffles all treatment

:

Mr. , a merchant, having somewhat large

dealings of an anxious kind, but not under any

^special pressure, consulted me for dyspepsia. He
said, " I fear you can do nothing for me ; I have

..seen" So-and-so, and So-and-so (naming eminent

.London physicians), " and I know that I am a hope-

less dyspeptic. Nothing does me good for any
length of time." He was of a well-known type

—

spare, fretful, keen, hasty, or absent in manner, dry

skin, sallow face, pale, compressed lips, stooping

I

cgait, and quick-step. His tongue was too clean,

?and was red at the tip and edges. Pulse small and

,. quick, usually ninety when at rest. Evening tem-

perature normal. No suspicion of tubercle. His

L meals were a dread to him, instead of a hope, and

li

bed at night was an actual terror. Here was a spe-

cimen of the true nervous dyspeptic ; and I need

F

not describe him more in detail. Knowing that

,

every conceivable remedy had been tried, I put him

!

at once upon the subcutaneous injection of morphia.

He had about one-fifth of a grain about three P. M.,

followed by a rest in bed. This he had for ten

days, and his improvement was as pleasing to me
as to himself. His afternoon injection soon began
to make him positively hungry for his evening din-

ner, and his nights became " quite balmy." I then

gave a quarter of a grain every night for a m eek or

ten days longer, and had the pleasure of seeing him
cured as to his dyspepsia, and more light-hearted

than he had been for years. The recovery is as yet

too recent for me to judge of its permanency.

I must pass by the dyspeptic with the flabby in-

dented tongue—for whom, indeed, my experience

would not lead me to try the morphia until steel

and strychnine had utterly failed—and I must con-

clude with the following case of acute gastric ca-

tarrh.

I was requested to meet my friend Mr. Atkinson

in the case of Mrs. , who was suffering from

great disturbance of the stomach. We diagnosed
' acute gastric catarrh," and I am pleased to find on
consulting Dr. Wilson Fox's book, for the first time

in reference to this case, as I now write, that our
diagnosis is well borne out by his description of

Acute indigestion and the ' embarras gastrique.'."

Mrs. was a young married woman of about
twenty-five. She had suffered from several causes

of depression, one of them being flooding after labor.

There was decided epigastric tenderness, some pain
after food, and constant vomiting. The vomiting
occurred always after food, however small the quan-
tity, and often independently of food, when con-

siderable quantities of mucus and water were
ejected. The tongue was thickly furred, and the

breath offensive ; there was decided evening fever

(Fahr. 100°-101.5°), with quick, weak pulse and

night sweats. She complained much of thirst, and
would, if permitted, swallow quantities of cold

water. There were head-ache, lassitude, and ex-

treme debility. Sleep was absent, or was dreamy
and unrefreshing. The urine was scanty and thick,

the bowels constipated. Mr. Atkinson had tried

every dietary, nutritive enementa, and every kind of

remedy (opium included), for several' days without

relief, and the symptoms became alarming. He
gladly, therefore, agreed to try the morphia injec-

tion, and he was pleased with the result as I was.

We injected a quarter of a grain in the evening with

the effect of at once arresting the vomiting and pro-

curing sleep. In this case the morphia injection

had also the wonderful effect I have before men
tioned, of creating appetite and cleaning the tongue.

The next day she began to retain milk and lime-

water, the vomiting became rarer, and rarer, and

the ejected mucus far less copious. She had the in-

jection repeated nightly for a week or ten days, and

progressed, with few drawbacks, to convalescence.

I must now remember the limits which are nec-

essarily imposed upon papers like the present, and

must deprive myself of the pleasure of relating

many more cases, and of discussing in full those

which I have told. I regret this the less as I desiie

only to draw the attention of my readers to this

useful method of treatment and to ask them to

prove its worth for themselves. I believe, as my
friend Mr. Teale often says, that we are only on the

threshold of our knowledge of the virtues of mor-

phia when injected under the skin.

Counter Irritation.

In the Dublin Quarterly Journal it is remarked

that in a pamphlet recently published, Dr. James
Ross very ingeniously endeavors to establish logically

the theory that the real nature of the influence ex-

erted by counter-irritants is that of a stimulant, and
that the influence transmitted from an inflamed sur-

face to a neighboring morbid texture is conveyed

through the medium of the parenchyma, i. e. , from
cell to cell, not only when the structures are contin-

uous, but also when they are merely contiguous.

We are reminded that a very extensive series of

changes may be set in motion within the body by a

cause which would be regarded as inappreciable i^

measured by any known standard of comparison,

except the effects which it produces on the living

body. Dr. Ross attempts to show that the various

empirical laws or practical maxims which direct the

practice of counter-irritation are in harmony with

the conditions of his theory, as tested by the laws

which ought to govern a scientific hypothesis.

Though it cannot be said that Dr. Ross has une-

quivocally demonstrated his theory, or that his argu-

ments are altogether free from objections, he deserves

our thanks for his thoughtful attempt to work out a
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therapeutical hypothesis by

of logical investigation.

A plain and rational plea in defence of counter-

irritation has been put forward by Dr. Painter, and
he illustrates by a number of facts how an iinpres

sion on one part of the body may influence bene-

ficially a distant part, although there may be no
direct vascular or nervous connexion, and without
positively afhrrning how, in a given case, counter-ir-

ritation may be of service, points out several ways
in which great good may be effected by such means.
He draws especial attention to the possibility of the

continuity of the morbid nutrition being interrupted

by the impression or new action set up by the irri

tant, just as bad mental habit may be broken by a
sudden necessity or shock.

But the practical utility of counter-irritation has
quite recently found an able and energetic advocate
in Dr. Kisdon Bennett, and he adduces such a va-
riety of instances, drawn both from nature's own
operations and from therapeutic experience, many
of which must be familiar to every "practical physi-
cian," as should convince the most sceptical of the
value of counter-irritation despite our inability to
give a plausible explanation of its mode of action in
each case.

Defining couDter-irritants as "agents which, by
their irritant action, determine an increased attrac-

tion or flow of blood to one part of the body, and
thus influence morbid action in some other part,'? he
thereby excludes the consideration of such means as
setons and issues as having a much more complex
action.

Reviews and Book Notices.

E. I

NOTES ON BOOKS.
The venerable Dr. J. Mauran of Providence,

President of the Alumni Association of the
College of Physicians and Surgeons of New York,
delivered an address before the Association last

March, on the Registration of vital statistics. It has
since been published and deserves the consideration
of statiticians. In 1863 Dr. Mauran also delivered

an address before the same body entitled " Personal
Reminiscences of ' Old New York' in 3817," full of
interesting anecdotes of times of which there are
few eye-witnesses left among us. Both his ad-
dresses will be read with interest.

Db. A. D. Sinclair has contributed to the pub-
lications of the Mass. Med. Soc. a case of myxoma
or hyperplasia of the villi of the chorion, seemingly
quite unprecedented in the excessive length of the
villi. The article is also published separately, and
is worth preserving (David Clapp & Son, Boston,
Publishers).

" Good health, a journal of Physical and Mental
Culture " is the title of a monthly, now at its fifth

number, published by Alexander Moore, Boston,
Mass. It is as may be guessed from the title, semi-
medical in tone, and we frankly say for it, that it

does not contain quite the usual amount of twaddle
which seems fated to characterize such journals.

There are some few really good pieces in the differ-

ent numbers, though we would like it better if the

editor when taking such from another publication
would give some slight credit. As an example of;

unmitigated twaddle is the article on " Pork " in the
October number. It is an obsolete absurdity among
cidtivated physiologists to decry this meat. Swine's
flesh is as pure, clear, and wholesome as that of

chickens or oxen, when from a healthy animal, and
we will aver that a well prepared dish of " sausage

and scrapple " never yet injured a healthy eater.

Sleep and its Derangements. By William A.
Hammond, M. D., Philadelphia. J. B. Lippin-
cott & Co., 1869. 1 vol. 12 mo. cloth, Pp. 318.
Price, $1.75.

The phamphlet which, in 1865, Dp,. Hammond
published on "Wakefulness and Sleep, attracted, de-

servedly, considerable attention in this country and
Europe. The subject was one of great interest to

both professional and general readers, and it may be
said that, up to that time, no comprehensive mono-
graph had appeared upon it. The present volume is

based upon that pamphlet, but it embraces a much
wider range of vision. It treats in separate chap-

ters of the necessity of sleep, the causes of sleep, its

physical phenomena, the state of mind during sleep,

of wakefulness, the exciting, causes of wake-
fulness the physiology of dreams, morbid dreams,
somnambulism, its treatment, somnolence, and
somnolentia or sleep—drunkenness. A large num-
ber of anecdotes and cases are given which
serve to explain and illustrate the author's views

He still adheres to his theory broached in 1865, that

the condition of sleep is one connected with dimin-

ished cerebral pressure, and in the appendix details

several ingenious experiments, which, in his view,

go to prove it.

The work is very neatly printed, on tinted paper,

and will be found quite entertaining by both medi-
cal and non-medical readers.

A Handy-Book of Ophthalmic Surgery for the
use of Practitioners. By John Z. Lawrence,
F. R. C. S., assisted by Robert C. Moon. With
numerous illustrations. Second edition, revised
and enlarged. Philadelphia. H. C. Lea, 1869.
1 vol., 8vo., pp. 227. Price, cloth $—

.

Mr. Lawrence in writing this work had in view
the wants of the general practitioner rather than the

specialist, and made it his object to divest ophthalmic
science to as great an extent as possible of the diffi-

culties—many of them artificial—with which it has
been surrounded. In this undertaking he has been
successful, and as a convenient manual for the physi-

cian who pretends to no uncommon knowledge
ofthe diseases and surgery of the eye, this " Handy-
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look " will be found worthy of its name. Snellen's

'est types have been added by the publisher, and

iere is much additional matter in this edition.

.""he Membrana Tympani in Health and Dis-
ease. Illustrated by 24 Chromo-lithographs. By

j
Dk. Adam Politzee, of the University of Vien-
na. Translated by A. Mathewson, M. D., and
H. G. Newton, M. D. New York. Wm. Wood
& Co., 61 Walker Street. 1869. 1 vol., 8 vo.,

pp. 183.

Dk. Politzeb's name is probably best known to

American physicians in connection with his simple

nd ingenious method of inflating the middle ear.

n Germany he has for many years occupied a high

osition, though hardly the highest, as an aurist.

'Ie has written for medical periodicals quite exten-

ively, but we believe this is the first of his produc-

ions which has appeared in book form in this coun-

ry. Such being the case we are not altogether sat-

sfied with the pains taken by the translators in put-

ing his words in an English dress. The sentences

re frequently too Germanic and involved to be good

English, and on what principle of grammar an au-

hor has a right to call himself " we " and " I " in

• he same paragraph we do not know. We fear the
} ranslation has been hasty and uncritical.

3
'

! The material is excellent. Dr. P. has given great

ittention to the relation of the tympanum to aural

ifiections, and the descriptions he gives of the mem-
3rane and the indications for treatment are original

md valuable . Portions of the work have never been

published, having been translated from manuscript.

The chromo-lithographs have been well executed,

md the typographical execution of the work de-

serves commendation. Aural surgeons will find it

t useful addition to their libraries.

Sources of Longevity ; its Indications and Prac-
tical Applications. Parts I and II. New York,
Wm. Wood & Co., 1869. 2nd edition.

This volume contains quite a diversity of contents,

In fact it seems to be half a dozen separate publica-

tions stitched together. First comes "Biometry; a

Qew Philosophy, answering the questions, 'Am I

probably long or short lived ? Can I myself know the

indications'?' an exposition of the laws of life or

!

ife-time, exhibited in family inheritance and per-

sonal indications of longevity," by T. S. Lambekt,
jL D., L. L. D. Then follow the two Prize-Essays

:>n the Physical Indications of Longevity, by De. J.

Y. C. Smith, of Boston, and De. John H. Gbis-

com, of New York, which are excellent essays, and

the back-bone of the whole book. Next is added a

! "Brief application of the Exposition and Essays,"

J

which, the title page informs us, contains, "striking

pen-pictures of indications of hnpending incipient

diseases," (! !) from a paper by C. L. Hubbell, M.

D. After this remarkable effort comes "The Practi-

cal Kelations of Biometry, a new Philosophy, to life

insurance, explaining the necessity for the new meth-
ods of equalizing premiums and insurances."

We presume the new volume will answer the pur-

pose of making the American Popular Life Insur-

ance Company favorably known, for which purpose

the essays were written. What critical remarks we
have to make on the "indications of longevity" we
will reserve for some future article, as we have not

the space to discuss them here.

Reports on the Diseases of Cattle in the United
States, made to the Commissioner of Agriculture,
with accompanying Documents. Wasliington.
1869. 1 vol., pp. 190.

The Hon. Horace Capron, our present Commis-
sioner of Agriculture, has conferred a benefit on
science and commercial, as well as agricultural in-

terests, in publishing this interesting volume. It

contains a report on the Lung Plague, by Prof.

Gamgee, and others by the same writer on the ill

effects of smutty corn on cattle, and on the splenic

or periodic fever in cattle ; remarks on the Ixodes

bovis, by Mr. Biley ; a letter on the fungi of Texas,

and a report on the fluids of diseased cattle, with

reference to fungi, etc., by those expert microscopists,

Drs. Billings and Curtis, U. S. A. A copper-plate

and several wood cuts are inserted.

Faraday's Reply to the Brothers Davenport.

He replied to an invitation of the Messrs. Daven-

port : "I am obliged by your courteous invitation

;

but really I have been so disappointed by the mani-

festations to which my notice has at dirlerent times

been called, that I am not encouraged to give any

more attention to them, and therefore I leave those

to which you refer in the hands of the professors of

legerdemain. If spirit communications, not utterly

worthless, should happen to start into activity, I

will leave the spirits to find out for themselves how
they can move my attention. I am tired of them.'*

A few weeks later he replied to another different in-

vitation: "Whenever the spirits can counteract

gravity or originate motion, or supply an action due

to natural physical force, counteract any such action

—whether they can pinch or prick me, or affect my
sense of feeling or any other sense, or in any other

way act on me without my waiting on them, or,

working in the light, can show me a hand, either

writing or not, or in any way make themselves vis-

ibly manifest to me—whenever these things are

done, or anything which a conjuror cannot do bet-

ter, or, rising to higher proofs, whenever the spirits

describe their own nature, and, like honest spirits,

say what they can do, or pretending, as their sup-

porters do, that they can act on ordinary matter

whenever they initiate action, and so make them-

selves manifest—whenever by such-like signs they

come to me and ask my attention to them, I will

give it. But until some of these things be done, I

have no more time to spare for them or their believ-

ers, or for correspondence about them."



240 Editorial. [Vol. xxi

MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER.

PHILADELPHIA, OCTOBER 23, 1869.

S. W. BUTLER, M. D., D. G. BRiNTON, M. D. , Editors.

Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondent

,

News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, sucli especially as re-

quire original experimental research., analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

)8^" To insure publication, articles must be practical,

brief as possible to do justice to ths subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

"We particularly value the practical experience of coun-

try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

TO SUBSCRIBERS.

The 21st volume of the Medical and Sur-

gical Reporter began on July 3rd. A
large number of subscriptions are due from

that date, and we look to a prompt response

to the bills already sent out and being sent.

—

Our bills alioays call for PAYMENT IN AD-

VANCE.

TVe can still supply a few complete sets or

volumes from the commencement, bound or un-

bound. They should be applied for soon, as

they will soon be exhausted.

SENTENCE OF SURGEON GREEN, U.S.N.

It is announced that the sentence in the case

of Surgeon Green, U. S. N"., Qf the Nipsic,

who was recently tried by court-martial for

disobedience of orders, and on other charges,

has been promulgated, arid that Secretary

Robeson remits so much of the sentence as

requires the proceedings and the sentence of

reprimand to be read on all the vessels and at

the navy yards, and merely suspends him from

duty for two years.

This case has excited a wide spread interest

both in and out of the navy, and while we are

heartily glad to see the Secretary exercise

such a judicious clemency, we can not but

regret that there has been any occasion for

him to do so. It seem to us that Dr. Green
could not have acted otherwise than he did,

without violating his conscience, and doing

injustice to those whom he was appointed to

protect.

If the findings of the court were, and no
|

doubt they were, in accordance with naval
i

i

regulations, then it but shows with a stronger ffi

light than ever, how unjust these regulations I

are in their application to the medical staff. 1

4 s

OLD TRUTH REVIVED.
In the ever shifting sea of opinion the bark I

which bears the healing of the nations is for- I

ever tossed about
;
or, to speak less figurative- ' I

ly, with the varying views of physiology, pa- I

thology and medical philosophy, the depart- &

ment of therapeutics, the only part of medi-
p

cine for which the general public cares a fig, I

has of late years lost its stable foundation, ii

A fashionable and widely prevalent doctrine a

is that drugs are of little or of no service in

the cure of disease, that venesection should

be wholly dropped, that severe counter-irrita-

tion is
6< barbarous," that cathartics are ab-

surd, and that our true stronghold is the
" efforts of nature." Expectantism, and nihil-

ism are the passwords of the hour. It is com-
mon to hear physicians say, " I do not believe

much in drugs." The saying of that distin-
!

guished physician is quoted with approval,

who is reported to have remarked in his old !

age :
" I used to have twenty remedies for one

disease, but now I have twenty diseases for
J

one remedy."
Not less to be criticized are those who, with

some theory of the rationale of therapeusis,

or of the action of medicines, set to work to

study out by a priori reasoning a system of

practice, to which, as to some couch of Pro-

crustes, they diligently stretch and fit all their

experience. Pathology and physiology are to

these the mentors of therapeutics. Theoriz-

ing with them obscures experience. The
principles advocated by Bacon in scientific re-

search, they willingly agree with in words,

but deny in works.

Neither party allows much to specifics. Such

a belief they confound with some obsolete doc-

trine of signatures, and do not hesitate to as-

perse the success of the old masters by either

denying the accuracy of their observations,

or claiming as a substantial fact some imagin-

ary " change of type " in disease.

Fortunately, a strong but somewhat silent

party is to be found, which holds that the only

truly philosophical method of scientific inves-

tigation is that by direct experiment, "the em-

piric method," as philosophical historians call

it, a name of honor, which, by one of those

curious degradations of language, has almost

become discreditable. The true empiric is the
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observer who strictly pursues the inductive

1 imethod, who stands aloof from one or other

school, who watches the operations of nature

with singleness of eye, who accepts reverently

what she is willing to disclose, and fabricates

no story of what she withholds. He has no

system, no theory, no rationale, no faith, but

only knowledge. When such a spirit per-

vades modern therapeutical research, we shall

return to many practices now discarded, and

hold in honor many methods now disused. We
plainly see that this period is approaching,

and before long we look to see a luller faith

in drugs, in specific medication, in venesection,

and in powerful agents.

Notes and Comments.

THERAPEUTICAL BULLETIN.*
Compiled by Geo. H. Napheys, M. D.

No. 27.

This column will contain each week a collection of the

Heoipes, remarkable lor their novelty and elegance, now
in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by
them in recent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics,

and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly published

monographs and systematic treatises, and in the current

medical periodical's of this country and Europe. It will

include formulae for hypodermic injections, for inhala-

tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments,

lotions, collvria, etc., etc.

This selection will be such that each prescription will

commend itself, both by its intrinsic merits, and by the

authority of the name of the physician by whom origi-

nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest

and best approved therapeutical expressions of the pro-

fession—to afford a periscope of the remedial measures re-

sorted to by eminent living physicians.

It is proposed, hereafter, to classify these formula, and
issue them in book form.

Treatment of Functional Indigestion.

William Aitken, M. D., Edin.

245. R. Sodas biearbonatis, gr. xv.

Potassas nitratis, gr. hj. M.

For one powder, to be taken two or three times a

day, in those forms of indigestion marked by exces-

sive acidity and heartburn. At the same time free

action from the liver and bowels must be sustained

by occasional small doses of blue pill or podophyllin,

combined with extract of colocynth and of henbane,

while exercise and diet are duly attended to.

246. R. Ammonia; carbonatis, gr. i.

Extraeti gentians;-, gr. ij. M.

For one pill, ter die in weakened digestion fiom

over-fatigue.

247. R. Extraeti nucis vomica?,

Ferri sulphatis, aa. gr. |.

Extract! colocynthidis

compositi, gr. iv.

# Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year

1809, by Geo. H. Napheys, M. D., in the Clerk's Office of

the District Court for the Eastern District of Penn'a.

N. B—This copyright is not intended to prevent medi-
cal journals publishing these articles, but only their being-

issued in book form.

This combination taken early in the morning gen-
erally induces gentle action of the bowels.

In- prescribing the mineral acids, our author calls

attention to the following general rule, stated by De.
Pence Jones, namely, that the influence of sul-

phuric acid is astringent while that of hydrochloric
acid promotes digestion, and of nitric acid secre-

tion.

Thomas King Chambers, M. D., Consulting
Physician and Lectueer on the Pbactice
of Medicine at St.Maby's Hospital, London.
248. R. Acidi hydrocyanici diluti, t^.iv.

Infusi gentiansB, f.Jss.

For one dose, ter die, in heartburn due to over-
sensitiveness.

249. R. Zinci oxidi,

Pilulas aloes et myrrhas, aa,3jss.

Divide into xx pills ; one ter die, in the ner-

vous trembling, indigestion of food and vomiting
arising from indulgence in spirit-drinking between
meals, and in the forenoon.

J. M. Da Costa, M. D.
250. R. Acidi nitro-muriatici, f.^ij.

Vinipepsini, f.jjjj;

A teaspoonful three times a day, before or after

each meal. In functional indigestion owing to want
of proper secretion of gastric juice. When there is

constipation add also

251. R. Pulveris rhei, £j.
Quinise sulphatis, gr. x. M.

Divide into x pills, one to be taken At night. If

this be not sufficient to produce a laxative effect,

take one night and morning. Meat diet almost ex-

clusively, avoiding starchy substances.

Thomas Hawkes Tanneb, m. D., F. L. S., Lon-
don, ETC.

252. R . Acidi nitro-muriatici diluti, f.gij.

Acidi hydrocyanic! diluti, rri . xxv.
Tincturse arnicas, f.gj.

Tine, gentianas conpositas, t'.sj.

Infusi sennas, q. s. ad. f.^iij. M.
A tablespoonful two or three times daily, in dys-

pepsia, with sluggish action of the liver. The effi-

cacy of this prescription may often be increased by
giving .with each dose the following pill

:

253. R. Zinci sulphatis, gr. j-ij.

Extraeti gentianas, gr. iv.

254. R. Quinise sulphatis, gr. xij.

Pulveris ipecacuan-
has, gr. xij-xxiv.

Extract! gentianas, gr. xxiv. M.
Divide into xij. pills, and order one to be

taken every day at dinner. An excellent remedy in

cases of slow digestion.

255. R. Ferri red acti, gr. xxxvi-^j.
Pepsinas, "

gr. xxxvj.
Zinci pkosphatis, gr. xviij.

Glycerinas, q. s.

Divide into xxiv. pills, silver them, and order two
to be taken every day at dinner. In anaemia, etc.,

with weakness of the digestive organs.
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The Practice of Medicine in Oregon.

A subscriber in Oregon writes as follows : In

some respects this is a good country to practice med-

icine in. The prices are almost double those

charged East, payable in coin, but no attention is

paid to medical ethics ; each one does what he con-

siders right in his own eyes. There is a Medical

School at Salem—the capital. The number iu at-

tendance is small, and the graduates few, and not

very well qualified. The physicians and surgeons

of the regular school, in the cities of Portland and

Salem, are well qualified, and will compare favor-

ably with those of any eastern city. They are gen-

erally graduates of English, New York and Phila-

delphia schools.

Carbolic Acid.

A short article on the employment of carbolic acid

in surgery, published in the Bulletin General de

Therapeutique Medicale et Chirurgicale, shows that

authorities on the continent do not regard it with

quite as much favor as some British and American

surgeons do. Since, says our French contemporary

with much justice, carbolic acid has become the

fashion, it has been used, or rather abused, by at-

tributing to it impossible properties ; it obtains these

marvellous properties, above all, in the hands of

English surgeons, who are infatuated with it. Our
French authority holds that in spite of the great

powers attributed to it by Mr. Lister, the death-rate

has been greater in Mr. Lister's hospital since its em-
ployment than it was some years ago before it was

known ; he maintains that the cases recorded of ex-

cision of the wrist, of fracture opening the ankle-

joint, &c, cured without suppuration, are but ex-

ceptions such as every surgical method can claim

;

that such is the case to some extent seems clear from

the following opinion of the merits of carbolic acid

published by Dr. J. Bull :

" The cases I have reported are merely examples

out of the many we have had, illustrating the same

great practical fact, that the use of carbolic acid dres-

sing as an antiseptic method, followed out with due

care, and with the great precautions which are essen-

tial to success, is able in some cases practically to get

rid of suppuration; in nearly every case greatly to

diminish its quantity, and entirely to destroy its

fetor."

The "Weather and Eclipses.

There is a popular belief, says the Scientific Ameri-

can, that a season in which a solar eclipse occurs is

either colder, or that the weather exhibits vagaries

not observable in ordinary seasons. The present

season has been in the vicinity of New York ex-

tremely cool, and more than an ordinary rainfall has

taken place. This has not been universally the case,

and must therefore be considered merely a local

peculiarity of climate.

We have found that popular opinion very often

has some basis in fact, although the cause may not

be the one generally supposed to account for a given

phenomenon. A good example of this is the dis-

covery by Dr. Richardson, in his experiments with

the great induction coil, at the London Polytechnic

Institution, that arborescent marks may be pro-

duced on the bodies of persons struck by lightning,

a fact which has been discredited by scientists. The
popular opinion in regard to these marks has been
that they were the images of trees photographed

upon the skin by electrical agency.

Now, although the experiments of Dr. Richard-

son confirm the production of the marks, they show,

that, instead of being images of trees or plants, they

are the superficial tracings of blood vessels, which

the electric current has followed on account of their

greater conductivity.

So in the case of peculiar weather occurring at or

near the period of a solar eclipse, we deem it proba-

ble that an examination may show the popular opin-

ion to be correct, although the cause may have no

immediate connection with the eclipse itself.

Cholagogues.

According to a recent report to the British Medi-

cal Association, experiments and observations seem

"to show that pil. hydrarg., calomel, and corrosive

sublimate, when given to clogs in either small, grad-

ually augmented, or in large doses, do not increase

the biliary secretion
;
they do not even influence it

so long as neither purgation nor impairment of

health are produced, but they diminish it as soon as

they do either or both."

The results of observations made in reference to

podophyllum and taraxacum are as follows :

1st. Doses of podophyllin (resin of podophyllum)

varying from 2 to 8 grains when given to dogs di-

minished the solid constituents of the bile, whether

they produced purgation or not.

2nd. Doses which produced purgation lessened

both the fluid and solid constituents.

3rd. During an attack of dysentery both the

fluid and solid constituents of the bile were greatly

lowered.

4th. Doses of the solid extract of taraxacum, va-

rying from 60 to 240 grains affected neither the bil-

iary secretion, the bowels, nor the general health.

It appears, also, that purgation, produced by a vari-

ety ox causes, either spontaneous, dysenteric, or from

mercury or podophyllum, diminishes both the fluid

and solid constituents of the bile.

" Compendium of Modern Therapeutics."

This is the title of Dr. Geo. H. Napheys 1 work,

portions of which have appeared as the " Therapeu-

tical Bulletin" in this journal. The large number of

inquiries we have received for it from all parts of
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the country, guarantee us a proportionate sale, and

as our readers have seen parts of it, they know what

they are ordering. The work is to be arranged

on the nosological plan with complete indexes. It

will be ready about December 1st, and we advise

all who wish an early copy, to forward their names

at once. It will contain over 300 pages, with about

a thousand recent formulae, mostly from living prac-

titioners, and sell for $2,25.

Dr. Livingstone.
So many announcements have been made of the

undoubted safety of Dr. Livingstone, statements

which have not yet been proven to be well founded,

that we are backward about accepting anything more

on the subject, until there is a better foundation. We
will mention, however, with the hope that it may
prove true, news have been received in London
lately through a missionary arrived there from Zan-

zabar, who brings the welcome intelligence that Mr.

Kirk had received a letter from Dr. Livingstone,

dated February, 1868. The doctor was then on
Lake Tanganyika. He was in good health, but short

of provisions. It is further stated that he was seen

about eighteen months ago by some native Africans

who have come from the interior, and it is supposed

that he will emerge on the western coast of Africa

in the Congo country. Since the above was written

more recent news has been received from Dr. Liv-

ingstone.

Treatment of Sycosis.

Mr. Stewaet employs successfully, in every

case of sycosis, a simple solution of nitrate of pot-

ash. A saturated watery solution should be applied

three or four times daily over the pustules and the

whole diseased surface. If the pain caused by the

application is too great, the strength of the solution

is to be reduced until it can be tolerated. Another

agent of ancient use but lately revived, is turpentine.

We have used it with striking success in several

cases recently.

Tteatment of Epilepsy with Cold Water.

M. Decaisne has communicated to the Academy

of Sciences a memoir in which he relates the effects

he has obtained in treating epilepsy with cold

water. The success obtained by M. Fleury in

adopting that mode of treatment in intermittent

fever, has led M. Decaisne to give it a trial in epi-

lepsy. The results are strikingly satisfactory, since

M. Decaisne states that out of twelve cases four

were completely cured, five were much ameliorated,

and only three remained refractory.

Copaiba and Cubebs in Croup.

M. Tbideau, some time back, published some

twenty-six cases of croup which he had treated suc-

cessfully by these drugs. At the meeting of the

Societe de Therapeutique of Paris, Messrs. Burguoa
and Labile found that by giving the oleo-resinous

extract of cubebs in syrup, they had overcome the

repugnance of children to this drug. In one case

reported of its efficacy, the false membranes softened

and disappeared in a very short time

—

Med. Press

and Circular, Sept. 1, 1869.

Elephantiasis Arabum.
The treatment of this complaint by means of com-

pression or deligation of the main vessels, is dis-

cussed by Dr. Fischer, in Virchow's ArcMv. All

the cases reported are collected and discussed as to

etiology, treatment, and results. As deligation has

in several cases proved disastrous, the author is in-

clined to think that compression will in general (at

least in limine), be preferred.

Cutaneous Disease from Wheat.
In some parts of France, from the heavy raius of

last year, the wheat was damaged. The persons

employed to turn it over became affected with a

very troublesome eruption, which, commencing
with painful itching, ended in the course of three or

four hours in redness and a miliary eruption,

which disappeared in the course of three or four

days. M. Rouyer noticed a. great many small

black moving points, of the same nature as those

observed on the damaged wheat. Examined under

the microscope, he found them to be acari.

Remarkable Operation—Extirpation of a
Kidney.

At a meeting of the New York Medical Journal

Association, Dr. H. Knapp made a communication

concerning a new triumph of surgery, namely, the

successful extirpation of a kidney by Prof. G. Simon,
Heidelberg. The patient on whom the operation

had been performed, early in August last, was a

woman both of whose ovaries and part of the uterus

had been excised previously by another surgeon,

for ovarian dropsy. The wound had healed, but a

urinary fistula had established in the cicatrix of the

abdominal wall. By ingenious experiments, Prof.

Simon found out that it was not a piece of the

bladder, but one of the ureters, and which of the

both, that had been implicated in the cicatrix. The
extirpation ofthe corresponding kidney was not easy,

but affected without a serious acci dent. The patient

experienced some fever during the two first weeks

after the operation, but recovered entirely within

six weeks. Dr. Knapp said that he felt happy in

being authorized to give the Society this prelimina-

ry notice according to a letter he had just re-

ceived from Prof. Simon himself. He thought this

operation would interest the Society, not only as

the newest, but also as one of the most remarkable

surgical achievements.
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Fashionable Medical Literature.

In a review of a recent work of fiction the New
York Nation says

:

By the way, what the doctors are telling us about

the changes which are occurring in the types of dis-

ease at the present day, and the increasing prevalence

of nervous and brain diseases, seems to have been

seized upon by the novelists as affording some fresh

material. This is the third novel of the season—the

other two were foreign ; the one German, the other

English—in which we have found the gradual ap-

proach of paralysis and the notation of its symptoms

to be rather effectively used. The hectic cheek and

the hacking cough which used to heighten a hero-

ine's beauty and'deepen a reader's sympathy begin to

give place in interest to a numbness in the cerebel-

lar region, a stingmg pain along the spine, and cer-

tain accompanying mental aberrations. The medi-

cal journals do the thing with a more scientific ac-

curacy, no doubt, but they can seldom lay claim to

much dramatic interest, and are not apt to concern

themselves about scenic effects.

Praiseworthy Action.

Massachusetts has established a State Board of

Health. Drs. Henry I. Bowditch and George Derby

have been chosen chairman and secretary respectively,

and fiom an address made by the former at the first

meeting of the board we learn the specific duties im-

posed upon it. These are (we quote Dr. Bowditch):

"To take cognizance of everything tending to public

health," and, consequently, "to endeavor to eradicate

everything tending to public disease and death;"

secondly, "to diffuse among the people a knowledge

of the means of obtaining individual and public

health and preventing disease;" lastly, "to investi-

gate the effects of the use of intoxicating liquors upon

the industry, prosperity, happiness, health, and lives

of the people," and to suggest legislation on any or

all of the subjects submitted for enquiry to the board.

Dr. Bowditch proposes for the diffusion of knowledge

to use the lyceum, "the publication in a compact

form and the wide circulation of the pith, so to

speak, of our general knowledge on public hygiene,"

and by brief, business-like, unrhetorical reports an-

nually to the Legislature.

We hail this movement with applause, especially

that portion of it which looks to the distribution of

sound medical knowledge among the people. The
obscurantists of our profession have had their way
long enough, and done harm enough. It is now time

that some one besides itinerant quacks should circu-

late knowledge on physiology and hygiene.

Six at a Birth.

We recently noticed in the New York Tribune,

and other papers, a statement that a lady at Pre-

emption, Illinois, had become the mother of six

[Vol. xxi. 0c
:

children at one time. We wrote in amazement to ' W
one of our subscribers there, who asserts most posi- -

tively that such was the fact, but adds the explana-

tion, that the way it happened was that she married M
a widower with six children !

• I:

A Winter Resort.

Next month a handsome hotel, the " Royal Victo- f
ria," will be opened at Nassau, N. P., for the recep-

L:

tion of invalids and tourists. For some cases the ¥
climate of the Bahamas is more eligible than that 1

of Florida, and we are glad to learn that good ac- I

commodations are to be provided for visitors.

To Our Readers.

We have recently made arrangements with some
of the most eminent medical authors in this city, I

New York and Boston, to write regularly for the

Reporter, and can promise our readers that they ts

will have some of the best articles in any medical B

periodicals. We shall also be glad to receive medi- ft

cal news and facts of professional interests from all

parts of the country, and hope that our readers will

keep us well supplied with such information.

The Cholera.
Accounts continue of the great havoc cholera is I

making in Raipore, India. We learn from an ex-

change that no less than sixty-three deaths occurred ;

lately in the town of Raipore. We hare also news
from Nursingpore, and the writer says that matters ;

there too present a very gloomy aspect indeed. The
people of that district are in a great state of alarm. ; i

and excitement. Returns show that out of 220

eases 160 deaths took place, and among the fifty

European railway employes five were attacked, and
all succumbed to the disease.

Punctured Wound of Skull and Brain.

A case of death from puncture of the skull and
brain is reported in the British Medical Journal.—
A child was playing on the sofa with a table-knife

(said to be a small one) in his hand. He fell off the

sofa, and the knife entered between the right eye and

the nose to the depth of about two inches. It stuck

fast in, requiring some force to pull it out. The child

was attended by Messrs. Horton and Tanner. No
symptons occurred till the next afternoon, when he

became delirious, gradually sank, and died. A child

was admitted not long ago into the London Hospital

who had fallen on a garden rake. One of the spikes

entered in the right parietal region, causing a

punctured fracture. There was no symptoms of

cerebral irritation till the third day, when convul-

sions suddenly come on, and the child died.

Peculiarities of the Retina of theg Hedgehog.

Mr. J. W. Htjxke remarks that the distribution

of the retinal blood vessels in this insectivore is most

Notes and Comments.
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1 remarkable, from the act that only capillaries ente

the retina.

In all other mammals except the hedgehog, as far

as known, the arteries, veins, and capillaries enter

into the retina. In fish, amphibia, reptiles, and

birds, the retina is absolutely non-vascular, the ab-

sence of proper retinal blood-vessels being compen-

sated for in hsh, amphibia, and some reptiles by the

.
vascular net which in these animals channels the

hyaloid, and by the highly vascular pecten present

i

in other reptiles and in birds. Thus, it is possible

. to divide vertebrates into two classes, according as

their retina is vascular or not.

Ice in Affections of the Testicles.

Didat ( The Annates) employs ice in some of the

affections of the testicular apparatus : 1st, In orchitis,

I

sometimes complicated by blennorrhagic epididymi-

;

tis, he finds it serviceable
;
2d, In testicular neural-

gia
;
3d, In certain states in which pain constitutes

the predominant feature.

Poisoning by Arnica,

A case occurring in a woman of thirty-three years

of age, is reported in Schmidt's Jahrbucher. She

had drunk two glasses of infusion made from a large

handful of the leaves. The symptoms of poisoning

lasted seven days, and the patient was not quite well

till the 12th. The prominent symptoms were vio-

lent vomiting, intense headache, choleriform diar-

rhoea, with very severe gastro-intestinal colic, fol-

lowed by collapse, cold extremities, and remarkable

depression of the pulse. The treatment consisted

principally of the use of extract of thebaine and of

morphise.

Phenio Acid in Syphilis.

Db. Mintefobte (in the Italian Journal »f Ve-

nereal Diseases, &c.) recommends the application

to syphilitic ulcers of a solution of phenic acid in

water, five parts to 100. Dr. Fidele de Fiebi ex-

tols the deuto-phosphate of mercury, one grain a

day continued for two months, in tertiary syphilis.

Camphor as a Preventive of Oxidation.

Mb. Geoege Welebobn (Journal of Applied

Chemistry) finds that a small lump of camphor

placed in a bottle of recently crystalized protosul-

phate of iron preserves it from oxidation, the salt

remaining as a transparent solution after it had been

kept three months. If the odor of camphor acquired

by the salt is objectionable, it may be exposed

awhile before using, or it may be removed by alco-

holic washing and dried.

On Liquid Sulphurous Anhydride-

M. Sestini has published the following results as

regards liquid " anhydrous sulphurous acid :"—Three

decigrammes of white phosphorus were placed in

contact with three centimetres of the acid ; the phos-

phorus diminishes in volume, and the liquid becomes,

slightly yellow. The tube sealed was taken into the

dark, but neither the liquid nor the phosphorus un-

dissolved exhibited any luminosity. After some days

on opening the tube the liquid was found to be phos-

phorescent, and on evaporation it gave a residue of

yellowish white phosphorus. Iodine slowly dissolved,,

and produced a yellowish brown solution. Bromine
also dissolves. Sulphur was almost insoluble. On
adding nitric acid, a white crystalline mass is got,,

which resembles that found in the sulphuric acid

chambers.

Hooping Cough.

In the treatment of hooping-cough, Dr. James P.

McVicker, has derived the most signal advantage

from the exhibition of the fluid extract of cimicifuga,

in doses suited to the age of the child, and repeated

every three hours ; and the same gentleman has

prescribed the bromide of potassium in the eclamp-

sia of children with the most satisfactory results.

Trans. Pa. Med. Soc.

Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.

Compound Comminuted Fracture of Elbow-
Joint.

Eds. Med. and Subg. Repobteb :

On the night of the 21st of March, 1869, myself

and partner (Dr. O. E. Deeds) were summoned in

haste to see Mrs. Grogan, who had fallen down a

long flight of stairs, producing a compound commi-

nuted fracture of elbow-joint, besides receiving great

bodily injury otherwise, especially in the chest.

The condyles were broken off the shaft, sepa-

rated, and to more or less extent comminuted. The

olecranon was also fractured and external communi-

cations by two apertures. The patient is over 60 ; of

a feeble, scorbutic constitution ; anemic and emaci-

ated ; has excoriations of lower extremities- -the re-

sult of extensive varix. We dressed the arm (with-

out much hope, if any, of saving it) with an anterior

and posterior paste-board splint, leaving an aperture

in the latter opposite the laceration of the soft parts,

which was covered with two or three folds of soft

muslin (nothing else being at hand) saturated with

blood.

We put her on constitutional treatment and all went

well, notwithstanding we had to bolster her up in

bed, she not being able to take the decumbent position,

in consequence of internal injuries, and in the fifth

week we removed the splinters and discharged the

patient, feeling we had accomplished a surgical suc-

cess in saving the arm at all. Three or four days
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afterwards, however, her husband informed us that

she was suffering some pain in the joint, we directed

him to have her keep her arm quiet and all would
probably, be well by and by. In a day or two after-

wards we were called to see her, found the arm much
swollen and inflamed about the joint and anterior

part of forearm, the patient more reduced than we
anticipated—we were satisfied suppuration must fol

low and so applied our dressing accordingly, and in

a manner, if possible, to have it point on the anterior

surface, as far away from the former wound (of the
soft parts) as possible, but before we saw it again it

opened at the old wound and discharged (agreeable to

the statement of the family), a gill or more of pus

;

and when we returned we found the swelling and in-

flammation much reduced of course, but our patient

in none the less danger of sinking. We had the

ultimatum—life or death. Saving the arm seemed
hopeless, and life but little better. We had to de-

cide between amputation and combatting the sup-

puration. Feeling that the former was useless, in

consequence of the condition of the patient, and the

latter would make no fresh wounds, we decided not

to cut. In order to prevent the debilitating influence

resulting from confiement to bed, we had a fixture

attached to the arm of a rocking-chair, of such a

height as would make it an easy resting place for

the patient's arm when sitting. On this we placed

a moderately wide, shallow box, containing a bran
sack troughed lengthwise, in which we rested the

arm in a pronated condition ; that being the posi-

tion necessary to the least motion without bandage
or splints—both being out of the question. We put
her on strongly supporting treatment ; dressed the

arm at first with linseed poultice, afterwards with
simple dressing, and thus continued until the wound
healed, when we discharged our patient with a stiff,

yet symmetrical joint, hand protruded, and some
contraction of flexor muscles of forearm, probably

more or less permanent from plastic effusion, resulting

from the high grade of inflammation prevailing

among them interior to suppuration. Under the

circumstances above named, is our case a succes ?

J. F. Gkines, M. D.

Napello, Iowa, Oct., 1869.

[We think it was.

—

Eds.]

Arm Presentations.

Eds. Med. and Sueg. Reporter :

In a number of your Reporter, a few months
since, I noticed a report of a case of arm presenta-

tion, followed by an expulsion of the foetus without

version. Since such results are very rarely met with,

I give you a report of a case of a similar nature.

About a year since I was called on to attend a wo-
man in her second confinement—a German, 25 years

of age, of medium size and of robust constitution

—

had been in labor twenty-four hours, in c are of a
midwife.

On examination I found the entire left arm
truding, the head resting in the right iliac cavil
The foetus had Evidently been dead several houi
With the assistance of an anaesthetic I attempt
cephalic version, but on the suspension of median
cal interference, the arm was re-presented. I fous
podalic version would require more force than I w
willing to use. I then took an accurate measur
ment of the pelvis, and from its diameters dete
mined to continue the use ofthe anaesthetic and awa
the expulsion of the foetus permam naturalem, whic
was accomplished in about two hours in the folk™
ing rotation : First the side, then the buttocks an
lower extremities, and last the head. The fcetu

weighed nine and one-half pounds. With judiciou
treatment the mother recovered without an unfavo
able symptom as a sequel.

J. F. HlLLIARD, M. D.
JEvansville, Ind.

News and Miscellany.

Necessity for Compulsory Registration of Birth
A remarkable case has occurred in the neighbour

hood of Liverpool, showiug the importance of mak-L
ing the registration of infants, whether stillborn or
otherwise, compulsory. A woman was delivered by
her mother of a child, which was taken to the
sexton of a neighbouring parish and |buried in a
mustard-box for its coffin as a stillborn child.f^The
sexton, acting upon the authority of a certificate

1

purporting to be that of a midwife who had attended 1

«

the woman, buried the corpse without consulting > »

the clergymam belonging to the church. Some sus-
picion having been excited in the neighbourhood on
account of the secresy of the burial, inquiries were
instituted by the police, the result being the exhu-
mation of the body and the holding of a coroner's fit

inquest upon it. It was elicited at the inquiry that
the child had heen born alive and had died from suf-

focation, that no midwife had attended, the certificate

being forged, and that the mother of the parturient

woman was a skilled nurse, and not ignorant of the
measures that were necessary to be taken to preserve

the child on its entrance into the world. The jury
brought in a verdict that " the child died from suf-

focation, but how or by what means there was no
evidence to show." After the inquest, Mary Harri-
son and her mother were taken into custody on sus-

picion of causing the death of the child and for ob-
taining its burial by means of a false fcertificate.

Congress of German MaturalistsTand Physi-
cians, 1869.

Professors Rembold and von Barth, of Innsbruck,
the managers of the forty-third congress, have issued
the programme. It is to bejjheld during the lS-24th



)ct. 23, 1869.] News and Miscellany. 247

. iys of September. Only those who have written

< 1 natural history or Medical subjects can be rnem-

Ips with votes ; but all who are theoretically or

^•actically engaged in any of the branches can be as-

,f
ciates. All subscribers three thalers. The whole

T
' natural and Medical science is embraced, seven-

,
en sections having been formed. To some of these

^dies are admitted, and musical entertainments take

ace on some of the evenings. Applications should

jj addressed post free to professor Eembold, Inns-

uck.

gss.

s. for unguent.

pulv.,

Skin Diseases.

I The following formula as an application in skin

seases, attended with little discharge, will be found

tisfactory.

R. Ferri pulv.,

Cinchona? rubr
Boracis pulv.,

01. Morrhua?, q. s. for unguent. M.

A combination which forms a coating as imper-

ils to air as collodion, and which the writer has

lployed with happy results in several cases of

:;zema, is prepared by adding ^ij. quinia? sulph. to

•m. aa. Tinct. Ferri. Chi. and Tinct. Cinchona?

—

i-Hg parts to be painted with two or three coats.

¥ J. E. G.

fa
; Lime-Water in the Treatment of Bright's
? Disease.

\ -Kuchenmeister recommends in the treatment

jl 5
Bright's disease and of nephrites after scarlitina

i fc| use of large doses of lime-water, theoretically

1 :»m its having the property of desolving proteine.

. ion Medicale details the treatment, and says that

j
fistic lime in solution, or any of the soluble salts

?
lime, will answer equally well. He has seen the

Line increase from 30 grammes to 120 the first day,

sjiD the second, 300 the third, and up to 1,020 the

i -enth day under this influence; sometimes a
'. *ht hemmorrhage necessitates the disuse of this

f -atment ;~but the quantity of albumen in the urine

t asibly diminishes.

i ttirpation of the Uterus for Complete Pro-
lapse-

i Prof. Langeinreck:, of Hanover, has recently

I
rformed the operation upon a woman forty-eight

I its of age, who has suffered from prolapse since

I : birth of her first child, eighteen years previous,

i e had borne nine children since then. The result

s a good one. The patient removed the ligatures

•self from the eighth to the tenth days. The ope-

ion was performed on the 15th of May ; on the

h she left her bed; and on the 31st she took her

t walk in the open air.

Guyot's Concentrated Tar Solution.

Dr. Jeannel (Journal de Pharmacie), from an
ilysis of " Guyot's ^Concentrated Tar Solution,"

has deduced the following formula for its reproduc

tion : bicarbonate of soda, 22 parts ; tar (from wood),

25 parts
;
water, 1,000 parts. Macerate together for

eight days, shaking the mixture several times each

day.

This preparation, diluted with sixty or eighty

times its volume of water, forms a clear tar-water

for internal administration ; in a less diluted condi-

tion it is also employed as a lotion.

Dynamite.

This new explosive compound of nitro-glycerine

is said, on authority of the Journal de Pharmacie

et de Chimie, to consist of a mixture of twenty parts

of porous earth, with seventy-five of nitro-glycerine.

This mixture is stated to have an explosive force

equal to that of the same bulk of nitro-glycerine,

and not to be subject to the extraordinary dangers

appertaining to the latter substance.

The Parisian Medico-Legal Society.

In recently concluding its session, this Society ap-

pointed certain of its members to investigate, during

the vacation, the following questions : Poisoning by
croton-oil; the application of photography, drawing,

and various processes of mensuration, to legal medi-

cine ; the resistance of newfy born children to as-

phyxia; and tatooing. Messrs. Devergie, Mayet,

Mialhe, Raynal, and Roucher, were appointed to in-

vestigate experimentally all questions relating to poi-

soning by phosphorus.

Congress of Hungarian Naturalists and Physi-
cians.

A Hungarian Medico-scientifie Congress was held

on September 5th, at Fiume, under the presidency

of Baron Vecsey, who opened the proceedings with

an address. Among the readers of papers were, Dr.

Domini, on various climatic, meteorological, and

sanitary questions, with special reference to ships

;

Dr. A. Bodogh, on the Darwinian hypothesis ; Dr.

T. Balogh, on the influence of nature on people ; etc.

Accidental Poisoning by Corrosive Sublimate.

A mother and three children have been poisoned

in London. They had partaken of a pudding which

the mother had made, as she thought, of flour ; but

she had taken a packet from a shelf containing a

white powder. They were all very soon seized with

burning pains. A dog which drank of the water in

which the pudding was boiled, writhed on the floor

and soon died. The children, aged eleven and eight,

are in a very dangerous condition. The powder was

found to contain corrosive sublimate. It had been

obtained by the husband, who is a dog fancier, and

who used it for skin-diseases in dogs.

Dr. Theodore R. Varick has been appointed

Surgeon-General of New Jersey, ranking as Briga-

dier-General.
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Frau Henhietta Hirschfeldt Shas, by

permission of the Russian Government, commenced
practice as a dentist (for women and children) in

Berlin. Frau Ilirschfeldt studied dentistry at the

Dental College of this city, and passed, it is said, a

brilliant examination.

Professor Salvatoke Tommasi has been

elected Rector of the University of Naples.

[Notices inserted in this column gratis, and are solicited

from all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tions of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to a line.]

MARRIED.

Chandler—Ceitchlow. Sept. 15th, by Rev. B. C.
Critchlow, assisted by Rev. Jas. M. Shields, Dr. Harri-
son J. Chandler, of Rochester, Pa., and Miss Mary Ada,
daughter of the officiating clergyman.
Kellogg—Bowek. At Christ Church, Cambridge,

Mass., Oct. 11th, by the Rt. Rev. F. D. Huntington, D.
D., assisted by the Rev. Dr. Hoppin, E. M. Kellogg, M.
D., of New York and Fannie A., daughter of the late
Charles B©wen.
Keatz—Cash. In this city, on the 12th inst., by the

Rev. Phillips Brooks, Doctor Otto Kratz, of New Or-
leans, and Rebecca M. Robertson, daughter of A. D.
Cash.

Lines—Klapp. October 12th, at St. Andrew's Church

.

by the Rev. Wilbur F. Paddock, D. D., Theodore T.
Lines and Addie M., (laughter of Dr. Joseph Klapp, all
Of this city.

Laws—CEurKSHANK. At tbe residence of the bride's
father, Dr. E. D. Cruikshank, October 7th, 1869, by Rev.Wm. A. Snively, Mr. Clement E. Laws, of Richmond,
Ind., and Miss Florence Cruikshank, of Green township,
Ohio.

'

Lewis—LeMotitb. In this city, on the 5th inst., at
Trinity Church, by the Rev. John Scarborough, Miss
Lutie O. Lewis, daughter of the late A. Kirk Lewis, and
Frank LeMoyne, M. D.
Mattison—Geimsteed. In Brooklyn, Oct. 6, by the

Rev. Samuel Hanson Cox, D. D., Janson B. Mattison, M.
D., of Chester, N. J., and Mary Butler, youngest daughter
Of the late Henry Grimsteed, of Brooklyn, N. Y.
Rockwell—Pipee . In Sturgis, Mich., Sept. 10, 1869,

by the Rev. Isaac Ayres, Geo. F. Rockwell, M. D., of
Ontario, Ind., and Miss Ellen E. Piper, of Okemos, Mich.
T

A
REMArw—Evans. 011 September 26th, by the Rev.

N. A. Rankin. Dr. D. C. Tremain, of Spring Hill, and
Miss Elizabeth Evans, of Miami county, Kansas.

DIED.

Newell. I« Rochester, N. H., Sept. 29th, of Con-
sumption, Mrs. Jennie S., wife of Dr. A. C. Newell, of
Farmmgton, aged 19 years.

QUERIES AND REPLIES.

- 'jf
1? - The '

'

Hair Worm." IHfgMfZ^$®
Dr. T.B. Cf., West'Va.—The specimen gyou send^isja

nematoid entozoon, though frequently found in the latter

PHLl^%li m̂riier an(i fall in streamjand pools s of water
where it deposits its eggs. In the language of ScienceTt
is the Jlelminthus Gordii, Seta Ejujna. belonging^ to fthe
genus Gordius. It is vulgarly suppos^d^^^rans^
formed horse-hair. The name Seta Equina comes of this
popular error. DrrNOLisow says it is common in the in-
testines of Laplanders, causing the Colica Lajyponica, in
which the gripings are at times exceedingly severe. But
Leidy in his " Flora and Fauna, within Living Animals,"
published by the Smithsonian Institution, does hot in-
clude it in his list of Entozoa Hominis, though he gives a
very graphic description of its habits, including its ento-
zoic life in the body of the grasshopper.

[Vol. xxi.

At the time of Dr. Leidy's observations—Nov. 1852—
no one had been able to trace the animal to its origin!

Dr. Leidy says

:

The female deposits in the water, in which it is found,
millions of eggs connected together in long cords. In the
course of three weeks, the embryos escape from the eggs,
of a totally different form and construction from the pa-,
rents. Their body is only the l-450th of an inch long, and*
consists of two portions ; the posterior cylindrical, slightly
dilated and rounded at the free extremity, where it is

furnished with two short spines ; and the anterior broader,
cylindrical, and annulated, having the mouth furnished
with two circlets of protractile tentaculse and a club-
shaped proboscis. No one has yet been able to determine'
what becomes of the embryo in its normal cyclical course.
Those which I have observed, always died a few days
after escaping from the egg.
When bodies of grasshoppers, containing these entozoa,

are broken and lain upon moist earth, the worms gradu-
ally creep out and pass below its surface. Some speci-
mens which crawled out of the bodies of grasshoppers, and
penetrated into earth contained in a bowl, last August,
have undergone no change, and are alive at the present
time (November, 1852.)
In the natural condition, when the grasshoppers die,

the worms creep from the body and enter the earth
;
for,

suspecting the fact, I spent an hour looking over a mea-
dow for dead grasshoppers, and, having discovered five,

beneath two of them, several inches below the surface, I
found the Gordii which had escaped from the corpses.
Some of the worms put in water hved for about four

weeks, and then died from the growth of Achlya prolifera.
What is their cyclical development?
The facts presented in this note serve well to show the

difficulties in ascertaining the developmental history of
entozoa.

Hair Dyes.
Dr. R. S. D.,of Pa—You ask if there is any safe hair

dye. There is. The aqueous extract of the black walnut
is safe and effective. It must be applied carefully, as it

stains the skin. The ordinary dye of the barber s is a so-

lution of nitrate of silver, used with a mordan t, as no!

doubt you know. This we believe to be harmless and
effective, as it is recommended by Reigel and other au-

thorities, and we have known a very great number of per-

sons who applied it without untoward effects. For a hair

tonic, after bringing the scalp into a perfectly healthy
condition, use a strong decoction of cinchona, with the

addition of glycerine, fresh tincture of cantharides, and
spirits of rosemary.

Question in Obstetrics.

Dr. I. D. H.,of N. F.—Inquires whether air is ever in-

troduced into the venous system through the uterines in-

uses to the destruction of life. Will some of our readers,

posted in obstetrics, please reply?

Dr. J. A. J. C, of Gal—We have read your description

of the case, but are unable from it to form any nearer
guess of its nature than cerebro-spinal meningitis. We
are, however, far from positive in this view.

METEOROLOGY.
OCT. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10.

Wind

Weather,
j

DepthRain

W.
Cl'dy

2-10

1 w.
"Clear

N.W.
Clear

N. W.
Clear
frost

N.
Clear

S. E.
Clear

E
Cl'dy
Rain

1 1-10

TJiermom....
Minimum..
At 8, A M.
At 12. M...
At 3, P. M.

60°

63
68
67
65.

51°

57
62
62
58.

48°
52
59
60
.54.75

41°

52
63
62
54.50

43°
54
66
67
57.50

44°

54
68
71
59.25

51°

62
64
63
60.

Barometer..
At 12. M..

.

29.6 29.9 30.1 30.1 30.1 30.1 30.

Germantown, Fa. B. J. Leedom.

61 . -'O,
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Lectures.

A LECTURE INTRODUCTORY TO HIS
COURSE FOR 1869-70.

By Alfred Stille, M. D.,

Professor of the Theory and Practice of Medicine and of
Clinical Medicine in the University of Pennsylvania.

Gentlemen : To prepare successfully for active

life, we should have clear ideas of the objects that

are set before us, and of the best means of attaining

them.

Life is apt to be likened to a journey, and also to a

voyage, and its likeness to either is most evident in

the adventures, pleasurable or perilous, that may at-

tend it, and in the rest that remains at its termina-

tion. But the traveller does not set out upon his

journey without a definite plan ; he determines be-

fore hand vvhat objects he will visit, how much time

devote to each one of them, and what place he will

ultimately reach. The mariner does not commit his

vessel to the water without rudder and compass and

chart, for he does not intend to be blown hither and

thither by perpetually shifting winds, nor swept from

his course by unseen currents ; he is resolved what

port to reach, and is vigilant to steer in the right

direction, as well as to profit by every favoring

breeze. On such a just apprehension of the future,

on such a preparation for its eventualities, and upon

a close adherence to a predetermined plan, will the

fortunate issue ot life in a great degree depend.

Now, as the ship about to leave port must be in

charge of an experienced pilot, or be towed by an

appropriate vessel beyond the shoals and rocks, the

headlands and breakers which lie between the safe

harbor and the open sea, so must you be guided

over and past similar dangers by skillful hands be-

fore you can enter safely and with hopefulness upon

the voyage of life. Afterwards, and still influenced

by the training you have received, you must depend

upon your own skill and courage to escape safely

rom the dangers and trials it is impossible for you

to avoid.

It is certain that a large proportion of the failures

in life are owing to a neglect of the precautions

which have been alluded to. Men of excellent

natural abilities, and whose education up to the time

of their entering upon the study of medicine has

been wisely and zealously conducted, are sometimes

left to pursue it without a clear conception of its

nature and objects, or a just appreciation of the

relative importance of its several departments, and
especially of their bearing on the successful per-

formance of professional duties.

It may be taken for granted that nine out of ten

of those who hear me intend and expect to earn

their bread by the treatment of the sick, and that,

therefore, their present object is to gain whatever

knowledge will direct their natural and acquired

skill successfully to that end. Of the comparatively

small number who have in view the culture ofsome one

or other purely scientific branch of medicine, or the

study of disease as an object of natural history, irre-

spective of its application to the solace of suffering

and the preservation of human life, I have as little

to say as to those who cultivate anatomy only for

the sake of its usefulness in the arts of painting and

sculpture. Medicine is, of all pursuits, the most

practical, and ought to be studied with a constant

reference to its practical purpose—the cure of disease.

If there is any department of medicine which has no
reference to this object, it ought at once to be dropped

from the plan of study. But I know of none that

is useless, of none that is superflvous
;
while, on

the other hand, there are several which not only are

useful, but in a well directed system of teaching are

necessary, and are so regarded in all the medical

schools of the world except—and I am sorry that it

is so—the schools of the United States.

Of these neglected branches one is General Patho-

logy ; another is Morbid Anatomy ; a third is Hy-

giene ; and others might be mentioned, which, like

these, are more or less fundamental in reference to

the proper appreciation of the more familiar depart-

ments, and especially to the recognition of diseases

and their intelligent and successful treatment. But

if there is one branch of medical study which excels

249
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all others in importance, inasmuch as it is the one to

"which all others conduct, it is Clinical Medicine. It

forms the apex of the pyramid, the crown of the

arch, of medical knowledge. It is the goal in regard

to which all the other branches are but finger-posts

which point to it or roads which lead to it. It is the

one subject understanding which you will understand

all of medicine that you will require for performing

the part of skilful physicians ; and not understanding

which you can scarcely be said to know anything of

medicine. Were you as skilful an anatomist as

Meckel, as profound a physiologist as Haller, as acute

a pathologist as Morgagni,—were you as familiar

with chemistry as Berzelius, or with materia medica

as Pereira, and yet lacked this one thing, you would
fail in your mission, and be justly rated the inferiors

of physicians who, with little learning and less

science, had been taught by experience how to treat

diseases successfully.

All science and all learning are but means to an

end. However much you may know by your own
unaided study of science, or may learn of what

others teach, unless you can apply that knowledge,

it must be as useless to you, as wings would be to

fishes, or fins to birds, as a locomotive in the ocean
?

or a ship on dry land. A physician can no more be

made by merely scientific knowledge, than a me-

chanic by merely possessing the tools of his trade, or

a scholar by knowing the letters of the alphabet.

When we speak of Medicine, a word is used

which involves two distinct ideas, the one scientific,

the other practical. Medicine is at once a science

and an art, but in the order of nature, the art comes

first. The rudest savages, I might almost say the

lower animal tribes, possess a medical art. The dog

or the cat tbat eats grass to assist it in disgorging

the contents of an overloaded stomach, performs a

medical act as perfectly as the learned doctor who
relieves his patient of a surfeit by means of an offi-

cinal emetic. The medicine-man of the Indians

possesses a materia medica as real in its operation

upon the sick—if not always as potent or as safe

—

as the pharmacopoeia of the most enlightened nations,

and entertains as positive convictions—however er-

roneous—respecting the nature of diseases. Long,

very long, after the first observation of diseases

and of the effects of remedies, these facts crystallized

into truly scientific systems, or were forced into a

more or less logical arrangement to suit the physical

or the metaphysical doctrines of the day. Thus the

theory, or the science, according as it was fantasti-

cal or real, of medicine originated, and thus it is per-

petuated; every succeeding generation witnessing a

change in its aspects, as various, and often as regu-

lar, as the phases of the moon. Meanwhile, the art

of medicine has been steadily developed from the be-

ginning of time, and, in its essential nature, that is

so far as it is an accurate transcript of experiment

and observation, has grown, and wdl continue to

grow as long as man is mortal and the records of civ-

ilization survive.

There is but one test of the truth of a science, or

of the merit of an art, and that is experience. If

the principles which claim to be the laws of a sci-

ence are subject to frequent exceptions, they are not

really laws, or are only provisional ones, and are not

of absolute authority ; and if the precepts of an art,

when appropriately applied, do not produce their

proper effects, they are doubtful precepts and
not obligatory.

It cannot too often be repeated that the aim of

medicine is to distinguish diseases from one another

and to cure them. Whatever there is in the sev-

eral branches embraced in a medical education

which does not contribute to these ends, may be

science, may be natural history,"may be philosophy,

but it is not medicine. It may enlarge the mind,

may purify the heart, may ennoble the whole cha-

racter, and is, therefore, to be coveted, and zeal-

ously cultivated, if possible ; but cultivated for these

ends alone, and not for medical purposes, for per-

tecting the man and not for accomplishing the phy-

sician. In studying, therefore, the several sciences

embraced in medicine— Anatomy, Physiology,

Chemistry, Botany, Hygiene, Materia Medica, and

Pathology, we should do so with a constant refer-

ence to the object for which we, as physicians,

study them at all, the recognition and the cure of

diseases.

Reflect,once more, upon what these several sciences

teach. What is anatomy, and why has it been culti-

vated for thousands of years, in animals first and
afterwards in man, by the unassisted sight alone and

more recently by the microscope which has created, as

it were, a new heaven and a new earth within the old

anatomical system ? To you, as physicians, it is val-

uable only in so far as it enables you to know what is

the situation and the relations of organs, the mechan-

ism of their functions, and their normal structure,

so that from the seat of a patient's suffering you may
be able to infer which of his organs is diseased and

to what extent it is so. Morbid anatomy, or the an-

atomy of diseased organs, teaches you the physical

nature of those alterations of structure which occa-

sion the phenomena of disease. With its application

to these ends the interest of anatomy ceases for us

as physicians. In like manner physiology, when it

has taught us how the natural functions of the body

are performed, and thus furnished us with a standard

by means of which we can recognize and measure

the departures from health which occur in disease,

—

when, with the help of chemistry, it has exhibited to

us all the various conditions which are implied in

the idea of normal life, and the mode of their pro

duction,—when, to our knowledge of the seats of

diseases, it has added an explanation of the steps

by which they arise, and of the mechanism of their,

various symptoms,—it has told us all that, as physi-
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cians, we need to learn from it, though far from all

that it has to reveal to us if we are also naturalists

and philosophers.

Anatomy, then, and chemistry, which, in its rela-

tion to the body, is only a minuter sort of anatomy,

''with physiology, form the essential, fundamental

basis of scientific medicine. Without them practi-

cal medicine, including surgery, obstetrics and ther-

apeutics would cease to be scientific at all, and

would remain what they originally were, an accu-

mulation of the crude results of observation and ex-

perience, without any rational classification, precise

significance or definite value. The ancients heaped

observations upon observations of disease, but being

unable to investigate it thoroughly, or interpret its

phenomena correctly, they could not classify their

facts, and evolve from them general principles and

or laws, nor even estimate correctly the nature or

the gravity of particular diseases. Unable, for ex-

ample, to distinguish between the several acute and

the several chronic diseases of the lungs and heart,

it was necessarily out of their power to assign to

each one its proper value, or to determine with any

approach to accuracy its appropriate treatment.

The advancement of modern medicine depends es-

sentially upon its possessing means superior to those

of the ancients for determining the seat and nature

of diseases, or, in one word, on its excellence in

diagnosis. As the methods of investigation im-

proved, very many diseases which had before been

confounded together, were distinguished from one

another, and the natural history of each was care-

fully recorded. Never before have physicians been

so favorably situated as they now are for determin-

ing the value of treatment in general, and the influ-

ence of particular remedies
;
for, until very recently?

not only were the powers of medicines doubtful

but the conditions of disease requiring them were,'

if possible, more doubtful still. But at the present

ay we are enabled, with a much greater degree of

accuracy than ever before, to distinguish diseases,

and discern their nature and tendencies, so that one

element of the problem is comparatively fixed, while

the other, or the operation of remedies, is constantly

becoming less obscure.

If my argument has been correctly stated you will

have seen that medicine consists of two parts : one,

the study of the human body alive and dead, normal

and abnormal ; the other, the study ofthe phenomena
of diseases and of the effects of remedies upon them.

The former must be prosecuted in the dissecting

room and in the laboratory, and the other in the

hospital. You may, perhaps, feel surprised that oc-

cupying this chair I should present to you an anaylsis

of medical study in which neither^ the theory and
practice of medicine, surgery, or obstetrics ap-

pears to be included. But I have not done so with-

out a purpose. I have the honor to be Professor of

clinical medicine as well as of the theory and prac-

tice, and it is my desire to assign to each of these

divisions of my lectures its appropriate value. In

doing so I may not be taxed with any inconsistency

if I endeavor to persuade you that clinical medi-

cine is just as truly the only medicine now as when
it was taught in the porches of the Grecian temples,

—

that the scientific branches of our course are valua-

ble only in so far as they explain clinical facts ; and
that the so-called practical branches I have named
are, and ought to be expounded, not to supplant or to

supersede clinical medicine, but to systematize, to

generalize, and to confirm its teachings. Indeed, it

may very gravely be doubted whether, in our

schemes of education, we do not reverse the natural

order of subjects, wrongly endeavoring to impress

the student with general ideas before supplying him
with particular ones. We discourse to him concern-

ing fevers and inflammations, about abscesses and
tumors, about the mechanism of labor and the dis-

eases of parturition, before he has ever seen a patient

presenting any one of these conditions, and before

his senses or his judgement have been trained to

appreciate the simplest phenomena of disease at the

bed-side. Is it any wonder that, beginning as we do at

the wrong end of his lesson, he should so often mis-

apprehend it and grow weary of conning it ; or that

when he enters upon practice he should be sur-

prised that, perhaps in the first case he encounters,

not a fraction of the symptoms are presented which

he expected to see, as he had learned them by heart

from his text-books. But if, in the study of medicine

he had pursued the method of learning any other

natural science or any art, he would have ascended

from particulars to generals, and from what he saw

at the bed-side under the guidance of accomplished

teachers, he would have gradually and correctly

built up his own idea of diseases, and so firmly that

no subsequent experience would have overturned it.

{To be continued.)
*

Influence of Forests on Climate.
In a paper lately read before the Geographical So-

ciety, is to be found some interesting information on
this subject. Trees prevent evaporation of the wa-
ter, and allow it to collect and remain as a source of

permanent springs. When the trees are removed,

the water runs off the land more quickly (not being

retained and allowed to drop down gradually by the

leaves), and is rapidly got rid of by the mainstreams.

It also washes away the soil, and thus tends to ex-

haust fertility ; but the most obvious effects are sud-

den and destructive floods, and injurious droughts in

lands where there have formerly been good and
equable supplies.

The cholera appears, from the latest accounts

which have reached us, to be still prevalent in Persia.

At Teheran, where it has been for some time, it is

now abating ; but other places in different parts of

the country, which were free, are now suffering from

the disease.
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CAUSES AND PREVENTION OF SUD-
DEN DEATH.

By A. P. Merrill, M. D.,

Of Louisville, Ky.

The frequency of sudden death invites in-

creased attention to the subject, especially

from physicians and life insurers. Men and
women in the enjoyment of apparent health,

who are pronounced free from disease by
medical examiners, and obtain life insurances
upon favorable terms, not unfrequently die

suddenly, and when no such catastrophe is

expected. Nearly always the immediate
cause of death is supposed to be congestion,
or stasis of blood in some vital organ, arising

from some unknown cause. The friends and
assurers of the victim are content with the re-

port usually made, by physicians and coro
ners, without inquiry as to the character of

the disease, or the existence of a possible

remedy. Apoplexy, sunstroke, congestion,
are the terms employed to designate the

hopelessness of the case
;
and, perhaps, to

serve as an apology for want of success in

the treatment. Should life be destroyed by
hemorrhage, or by serious effusions, it affords

further reason for placing the sudden demise
to the credit of inevitable results. Generally,

however, it is quite sufficient to pronounce
the word congestion; which both the profes-

sional and non-professional know, lies at the

foundation of a large portion of human mor-
tality. How important to have a remedy for

such morbid condition

!

Until recently, blood letting, emesis, baths,

and sinapisms, were chiefly relied on for re-

lief; and under skillful management, the

treatment has often proved successful. But
blood-letting, the most efficient of these reme-
dies, has, of late years, gone out of use. The
phases of charlatanry condemning it have
proved too strong for the profession. After

being approved and successfully used by phy-
sicians for many centuries, it is now scarcely

mentioned as a remedy, either in our schools,

or standard works on the practice of medicine

;

and the majority of physicians never employ
the lancet. The profession yields to popular
clamor, science to sciolism, and " expectant
medicine" is the result. No school of medi-

cine now ventures to advocate the revival of

the ancient practice; and happiiy, it is now
unnecessary, for this, and all the other reme-

dies heretofore used in congestion, have been
superseded by chloroform, internally admin-

istered.

It is in fever that we meet with the best illus-

trations of congestion. This, the most an-

cient, common and destructive disease known,
has hitherto been so imperfectly understood,

that plrysicians in every age have pub-

lished only vague and contradictory hypotheses

regarding it. They have not been able to de-

termine whether fever be a disease of the

solids, or of the fluids, of the brain, nerves,

digestive organs, or the blood and lymph

;

while, in spite of all researches, the cause of

fever still remains undiscovered. The hy-

potheses published are scarcely less multifa-

rious than the authorship ; all giving rise to

no useful results in regard to treatment.

With the exception of cinchona and its salts,

which have become available as anti-period-

ics, including, also, arsenic, and some others

of this class, used as substitutes for cinchona,

no remedy for fever has been suggested by
standard authors worthy of notice. Were it

not that these may be used to prevent a recur-

rence of the paroxysm, the treatment of fever

would not be more successful now than in the

time of Hippocrates. Indeed, it may with

reason be contended, that the graver forms of

yellow and bilious fever are treated, at this

day, with less success than a century ago. I

can speak with confidence in respect to one-

half that period of time.

The phenomena characterizing the advent

of fever are chill and reaction. These, with

the sweating which sometimes follows, consti-

tute the paroxysm. The object of all treat-

ment in the chill is, to excite reaction, and
men have never supposed any other issue

practicable. The remedies applied have been

those employed for the relief of congestion,

the uniform concomitant, and the probable

cause of chill. Although congestion in cer-

tain organs may exist without chill, when
produced by other causes than the cause of

fever : chill never exists without congestion,

and reaction in all cases is necessary to resto-

ration. In one case, this reaction is morbid,

and called febrile ; in the other, it is normal

and healthful. This is the doctrine and prac-

tice of all time.

Sudden and fatal congestion may arise from

disorder of the digestive functions, and espe-

cially from gastric engorgement and over-

stimulation, and by other means of nervous

prostration, without presenting the distinctive
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phenomena of fever. These are cases of con-

:• gestion without the agency of the febrile

cause, and are not likely to become epidemic.

But mankind have always suffered more or

v Jess from the prevalence of epidemics of a

fatal character, changing their form at long

intervals of time, in which death is mostly
. caused by congestion, and recovery attended

by febrile reaction. In our own age and
. generation, yellow fever and cholera are the

1

prominent diseases of this kind, producing

great mortality ; but not greater, certainly,

than was caused by some epidemics of a dif-

' ferent kind, which prevailed extensively in

the middle ages

The plague continued longer than any other,

and even now is not extinct, decimating the

populations of large and populous districts of

country at each epidemic visitation, and pre-

senting numberless cases of sudden death

from congestion and chill. Then there was
the disease called the Black Death, by which
Europe, then much less populous than now,
lost twenty-five millions of inhabitants in the

fourteenth century alone. The Dancing Mania
prevailed during the same period, or for two
centuries from about 1374. Popular supersti-

tions governed the treatment of these diseases

until Paracelsus attempted to apply the prin-

ciples of medical science, as in other forms of

febrile disease, ear.y in the sixteenth century.

His treatment consisted in an attempt to re-

lieve congestion by producing reaction. The
Sweating Sickness began its ravages in 1485,

and continued nearly a century. In the city

of London alone, thirty thousand died of this

disease in the single epidemic of 1499. Taran-

tism, a similar disease to the Dancing Mania,

and supposed, at first, to proceed from the

bite of a spider, was epidemic mostly in Italy,

in the seventeenth century.

The meager accounts we have of those dis-

eases, have little room to doubt their febrile

character, and, indeed, their leading symptoms
appear in our modern epidemics known to be

of a febrile character, with congestion as their

i most prominent and fatal characteristic. The
dancing mania has prevailed epidemically,

but not in a very fatal grade, in Kentucky and

Tennessee in the present century ; and I have
witnessed many of the symptoms of this dis-

ease in the yellow fever of the most fatal

grade. The cholera, as it prevails everywhere,

affords illustrations of the sweating sickness,

and proves to us that congestion is at the

foundation of sanguineous and serous hemor-

rhages, whether of the bowels, skin or kid-

neys. It remains to be discovered why it is,

that these hemorrhagic effects of congestion

are sometimes red, and sometimes white blood,

but the congestive cause is already proved be-

yond dispute. The pathology and treatment
are the same m both cases.

Further illustrations of congestive disease

of a febrile character, may be found in the

study of the diseases of brutes. The vast

epidemic among cattle which has so often

ravaged Asia and Europe, called cattle

plague, is, according to the voluminous

report made upon the subject by the Brit-

ish commission, a febrile disease distinctly

developing the febrile paroxysm, consist-

ing of chill and morbid or febrile reaction.

The prominent local lesion of the disease is

of the mucous membranes as in cholera, which

disease it so closely resembles, that in those

parts of Asia where it originated, it is denom-
inated "cattle cholera." No one doubts that con-

gestion is the prominent pathologic difficulty.

This disease has existed a thousand years,

causing a mortality among cattle in eastern

and southern Europe alone of two hundred

million. It has now extended to western Eu-

rope, the Atlantic ocean being the only im-

pediment to its ravages in America. Unless

exhausted by the lapse of time, its continu-

ance already being the longest of any epidemic

disease of which we have any account, it will

extend to this country, and thus encompass

the globe, as cholera has done so much more
rapidly. Probably it may in time become as

destructive of the bovine race upon the prairies

of Texas, and upon the pampas of Brazil, as it

has been upon the steppes of Russia. The
comprehensive report of the British commis-

sion, which by the courtesy of the Department

of State, I have the opportunity to examine,

declares it does not appear that a single case

of the disease has ever been cured by treat-

ment; and it is a significant fact, not compli-

mentary to the medical profession, that the

Prussian government imposes a heavy penalty

upon every attempt to treat the disease. I

have not been able under the most powerful

official influence, to obtain the privilege of a

single remedial experiment in that country

where the disease is now prevailing.

The bovine epidemics of this country, al-

though differing from the cattle plague, afford

convincing evidence, also, of their febrile cha-

racter; and the fatal maladies prevailing

among cattle in the south, bear the same rela-
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tion to the human fevers of that region, that
the cattle plague does to cholera in Asia and
Europe. Chill and reactionary fever consti-

tute the paroxysm, and congestion is the pro-
minent feature, as in cattle plague; but the
local lesions are of the parenchymatous struc-

tures, as in periodic fever, and not in the mu-
cous tissues. Sometimes the lungs and serous
membranes are involved, as in pneumonia and
pleurisy, and then the disease is apt to be
called pleuro-pneumonia.

For seventeen years it has beenmy practice

to treat congestion, whether accompanied by
chill or not, by the internal exhibition of chlo-

roform in hypnotic doses, and in no case has
it failed to afford such relief as can be obtained
from no other remedy. I have given it in in-

termittent and remittent fever ; in the convul-
sions of children, proceeding from chill and
other causes ; in colic, and colic and conges-
tion of the stomach ; in cholera, cholera mor-
bus, diarrhoea and dysentery; in epilepsy,
apoplexy, delirium tremens and congestion of
the brain; in pneumonia, congestion of the
lungs, hemorrhage, diabetes, albuminuria, sun-
stroke, concussion, uraemia, eclampsia, and
other forms of disease caused or accompanied
by congestion. In a good many cases I have
given chloroform to children in convulson, and
to adults prostrated by sunstroke, concussion
and hemorrhage, after all hope of recovery
had been abandoned, and when I would not
have ventured to pour into the mouth an equal
quantity of water ; and in not one of those ex-
periments have I been unsuccessful. A man of

eighty-four years has in this way been rescued
from sudden death in congestion of the brain

;

and a child of eight days relieved of an equal
danger in lockjaw. By carrying the remedy
always in my pocket, I have rescued many ex-
treme cases from sudden death, and relieved
many attacks of fever and cholera in their
very inception. A single teaspoonful has re-
lieved epilepsy, delirium tremens, sunstroke,
apoplexy, concussion and hemorrhage , when
sudden death was impending. My doses have
been from a single drop to two teaspoonfuls,
and in no case has injury resulted from such
use of the remedy.

This discovery of the power of chloroform
over congestion and chill, places a successful
practice within reach of the sufferer, and his

non-professional friends and attendants, who
may, by the administration of a single dose,
arrest a fever in its inceptive stage, and relieve

all those forms of nervous disorder which, by

causing a stasis of blood, or congestion in cer-

tain vital organs, so frequently destroy life

suddenly. The treatment consists in the ad-

ministration, by the stomach, of such a dose of

chloroform as will produce sleep, and the en-

joinment of such quiet and rest as will en-

courage the continuance of sleep. It must be
understood, however, that sleep produced by
ingestions of chloroform, differs entirely from
the anesthesia caused by inhalations of the

remedy. The one so closely resembles the

sleep of health, that it cannot be distinguished

from it. The other is a condition of nervous
insensibility, from which the patient is not
aroused by the amputation of his limbs. The
sleep caused by the internal use of chloroform
is without danger of injurious results

;
but,

whenever the paralysis of anesthesia from in-

halation extends to certain vital organs, death
inevitably ensues. This untoward result is

caused by congestion, constituting one of the
forms of sudden death for which chloroform,
by the stomach is a remedy.

All these matters have been presented to

the profession and the public very often ; but
my efforts to bestow upon mankind the boon
of a great discovery, have met with a small
success, scarcely more than rewarded the
efforts of Dr. Jenner, the discoverer of vacci-

nation. A whole century is likely to prove
too short a period to arrest the mortality from
small-pox, by a simple process, which any one
may adopt and use , almost without trouble or
expense ; and I fear, it may require an equal
period of time to educate, even the most
highly civilized portions of mankind, up to
the point of using a single dose of a simple
and harmless remedy to arrest fever, and to
relieve the congestions, which are the common
cause of sudden death. It would be difficult

to over-estimate the value of such a remedy,
in the hands of the profession and the people,
when its use and value come to be appre-
ciated.

Every means of lessening mortality by
disease, tends to the great object of increasing
the average duration of human life. The dis-

eases most influential in reducing this average
have been small-pox, and congestion, both
febrile and non-febrile. Dr. Jenner, by his
discovery, put it in the power of every human
being to avoid death by small-pox. All any
one has to do, is to vaccinate and revaccinate
until the vaccine virus refuses to act upon the
system

; and the successful treatment of con-
gestion by the internal use of chloroform is
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not less simple ; but as congestion in its

various forms is likely to attack the same
subject repeatedly, and from a variety of

causes, there may be many occasions for re-

peating the remedy. Vaccination is preventive

,

chloroform remedial ; and it is applicable to a

great variety of ailments affecting the consti-

tution, without limitation ; the latter becomes,
in the question of extending the average du-

ration of life, the more valuable of the two.

It has been proved, by my experiments,

reported almost daily for seventeen years,

that chloroform administered internally, in

such quantity as to produce sleep, is power-

fully remedial of congestion. It is, therefore,

the remedy most to be relied on, not only for

the prevention of sudden death, but for all

that class of diseases called febrile, or simu-

lating fever, which cause the principal mor-
tality among men. As such, I again commend
it to the consideration of all persons and cor-

porations interested in the prolongation of

human life.

PHYSICIANS AS DISPENSERS OF
MEDICINES.

By D. C. Leavenworth, M. D.

Of New Haven, Conn.

It is with much pleasure that I observe
the interest that is apparently awakened
among the profession in reference to " Phys-
icians dispensing their own Medicines." With
your permission I will make a few suggestions

in regard to the subject.

While admitting the convenience of our

present mode of practice viz:—writing pre-

scriptions to be prepared by the apothecary

—

the evils and disadvantages connected there-

with have been considered and are acknowl-

edged by many candid observers in the pro-

fession. I have no doubt that the impression

is extending among thoughtful physicians,

that if the custom more generally prevailed

With them—both in city and country practice

—of dispensing their own medicines, it would
obviate many of these evils and disadvan-

tages, and also add to the usefulness and in-

fluence of the profession.

We are all aware of the great improvements
and changes that have been made in the prep-

aration of our remedies—especially during the

last few years. A great proportion of the

medicines we now prescribe are obtained from
the manufacturing chemist, and those who
make it a specialty to prepare extracts, al-

kaloids, etc. They usually have much ex-

perience in the various forms of medicines,

and have the means and facilities for testing

and analyzing crude materials, and these can

ascertain their quality and value as therapeu-

tic agents. Their success depends to a great

extent on the purity and quality of their prep-

arations, and therefore, it is for their interest

to make and sustain a good reputation. Their

medicines are most of them prepared in an
agreeable, pleasant and concentrated form.

They can be readily obtained in all parts of

the country, and therefore, the supply that

physicians would generally find necessary to

keep on hand, would not occupy much room,
and one or two pocket cases would usually

contain a sufficient variety for ordinary daily

prescribing.

In the present mode of prescribing, valua-

ble time is often lost at the beginning, and at

the critical stages' of disease by the delay in

having our prescriptions prepared, even
when the apothecary shop is near and acces-

sible. If the physician has remedies with

him he can administer them at once, with the

certainty that the}' are taken according to his

wishes.

Our present manner of prescribing is often

hazardous. Prescriptions are often written

in haste
;
many times are nearly illegible. They

are frequently prepared in haste ; sometimes

incorrectly either through the incompetency

or carelessness of the apothecary. He may be

an unscrupulous man and the quality of his

medicines the last consideration with him,

or he may be a novice at the business. It

would both alarm and astonish physicians

—

but more especially those of the community
whose lives are m jeopardy—ifthey knew how
many clerks who perhaps have been in the

apothecary shop only a few months, are al-

lowed to prepare prescriptions—a prescription,

perhaps, upon which a patient's life depends.

Is it surprising that we often read of " Drug-

gists' fatal mistakes?" Many physicians will

recall to mind cases where apparently the

patient was doing well, and all were cheered

with the hope of a speedy recovery, when
suddenly the disease unaccountably assumed

an unfavorable aspect, the patient became
worse, and perhaps died. Under these circum-

stances many a skillful medical attendant has,

to a great extent, lost a reputation which he

has labored long years to attain.

Again, the present manner of writing pre-

scriptions induces a seeming necessity for



256 Hospital Reports. [Vol. xxi.

prescribing more medicines,—also more pow-
erful remedies—than the disease in many
cases requires. A prominent physician of

this cit}' once remarked to me, " we medicate

too much—more than we ought to—it will

not answer to send too simple a prescription

to the apothecary shop." We are well as-

sured that many cases of sickness—apparently

quite serious and alarming to the friends of

the patient—can be safely left to vis med-

icatrix naturae, but if called we must do some-
thing to satify them. Here is one secret of

the apparent success of the Homoeopathic sys-

tem of practice. The trouble and incon-

venience of which we frequently hear families

complain—that is avoided when they resort to

that system of practice—are a consideration of

some importance. I should like to say more
on this point if my time and the space you
could allow me would permit.

I will briefly refer to one more evil which
our present mode of writing prescriptions in-

duces, viz : the opportunity it affords the dis-

honorable practitioner to obtain a percentage

on his prescriptions. This collusion between
the physcian and apothecary is a pernicious

and corrupt practice, and it should receive the

censure of every honorable physician—it is an
imposition on the people—unjust and oppres-

sive—especially to the poor. The community
reasonably look with distrust upon a profes-

sion that allows its members—who are known
to be guilty of this practice—to remain in fel-

lowship with them, or members of city, county

and State societies. It is causing much injury

to the profession in this State, and many phy-

sicians are determined to make more effort to

awaken the attention of the profession to the

prevalence of this evil. I have no doubt if

the custom generally obtained for physicians

to dispense their own remedies, it would ac-

complish much toward obviating this dishon-

orable practice.

Hospital Reports.

CATHAMNE STEEET DISPENSARY, PHILADELPHIA.

Gynaecological Clinic of Dr. F. H. Getchell.

P.EPOIiTED BY J. P. BUM).

Cancer of the Uterus.

Catharine S
,
aged sixty, married, has had nine

children, complains of constant leucorrhceal dis-

charge occasionally tinged with blood. The discharge

is not offensive, she has no pain, nor has she been

troubled at any time with lancinating pains in the

pelvic region. She has a constant feeling of weak-

ness, the bowels are regular, appetite very poor.

An examination revealed cancer of the uterus in

an advanced state, the entire cervix had been eaten

away, and secondary cellulitis had lixed the uterus

firmly between the bladder and rectum. Ordered,

Quinise suiphatis, gr. xxxij.

Tr. ferri chloridi, f.^ss.

Aquae, f.^iijss. M.
Sig. Teaspoonfulls three times a day before meals.

To have a full diet of eggs, milk, beef, mutton, oys-

ters and vegetables, and to inject the vagina twice a

day with a weak solution of carbolic acid.

Commentary.—The diagnosis of cancer of the

uterus in the advanced stage, is comparatively easy.

Once having felt the hard border, the crumbling cen-

ter with decided destruction of tissue and the liabil-

ity to hemorrhage from the touch of the finger, there

is little difficulty in recognizing the disease when
met with again. Too much reliance must not be

placed on a fetid discharge or the lancinating pains

spoken of in most of the descriptions of this disease,

as we frequently see patients that have neither of

these symptoms, and on examination find a large

part of the cervix destroyed by cancerous ulceration.

This is of the encephaloid variety, which is the one

most frequently met with in the uterus.

Cancer is always a local manifestation of a consti-

tutional taint, and never comes from ulceration of

the os, to which it bears no resemblance.

She states that she never knew that any of her an-

cestors had cancer. Next to an hereditary cause we
have an overworked and an underfed uterus

—

frequent parturition and an impoverished blood from

scanty and unwholesome food, and the vitiated at-

mosphere of small and badly ventilated houses.

It is not often that we meet with a case attended

with so much destruction of tissue and so little

hemorrhage as we have here
;
hemorrhage is often a

troublesome symptom but can generally be con-

trolled by placing the patient at rest on her back and

applying a sponge saturated with persulphate of iron

to the uterus. The fetor is best corrected by injec-

tions of carbolic acid, half drachm to the pint of wa-

ter—for the pain you must give opium, and as it

loses its effect from continued use, the amount should

be increased. It may be given in combination with

other anodynes—a pill made of

Morphias sulph., gr. %
Ext. hyoscyami, gr. ij.

Pulv. camphorae, gr. . M.

may be given, and repeated pro re nata. Great at-

tention should be given to the general health, and by

a judicious management of the digestive functions

patients may he made to gain in flesh and strength,

and their lives not only prolonged but they are much
more comfortable while they do live.

Protracted Nursing.

Mary M
,
aged 34 years, is married ; has had

six children ; the youngest is 23 months old.
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She complains of a constant feeling of weakness,

pain in the left side, headache, loss of appetite and

extreme nervousness. The bowels are constipated,

menstruates regularly. Ordered

I R. Acidi nitro-muriatici diluti, f.gvss.

Tr. ignatise amaree, f.^ijss.

Syr. gaultherise, f.Sj.

Aquas, f.fij. M.
Sig.—Teaspoonful three times a day, in water.

Also as a tonic laxative

R . Ferri sulphatis, gr. xxiv.

Potassee bitartrat.
-J;j.

Magnesise sulphatis, gij. M.
Sig.—Teaspoonful in a tumbler of water, at bed

time.

Cases of this kind are of very frequent occurrence ;

the mothei hopes, by continual nursing, to escape

pregnancy, and keeps the child at the breast long

after it should have been weaned, to the destruction

of health. The evils of protracted nursing can
scarcely be over-estimated. The digestive power be-

comes enfeebled, and distressing dyspeptic symptoms
ensue ; the countenance becomes pale and haggard

;

the patient surfers from pains in the head and back,

and extreme nervousness and palpitation are often

met with. These patients often, of their own accord,

resort to stimidants to strengthen them, but this

only increases the nervous irritability. It is of very

little use to attempt to improve them without first

removing the cause of the debility, and it is a rule

at this clinic not to prescribe for these cases unless

the child is weaned at once, and then a generous

diet and fresh air, with a judicious administration of

tonics and laxatives, will bring the patient back to

health, though in many of these cases so completely

prostrated is the woman that a long time may be re-

quired to bring about the desired result.

The injurious e fleet of prolonged lactation is

scarcely less on the child than on the mother. You
will often see children that are nursing during the

second summer suffering from continued diarrhoea

that has resisted treatment, get well at once if the

child is weaned from the mother's breast. Children

are often nursed over the second summer, the mother
thinking this a particularly dangerous period in the

child's existence, and hoping to save it by this means,

and this is often given as a good reason for the

mother to continue, even if she does injure her health

Now the mother is not only doing an injury to both

herself and child by nursing long after she should

have stopped, but in the next place, the second sum-

mer is not a period attended with unusual danger to

the child's existence. The report of the Board of

Health for this city shows that during the hot weather,

four children under one year of age die, for every

one between one and two years of age.

From twelve to fourteen months is as long as the

mother should be required to give or the child to sub-

sist upon the breast milk.

Abscess of Labia.

Jane R—
,
aged 23 years, married, has no child-

ren, complains of swelling of the vulva attended

with great pain. An examination discloses an ab-

scess of the left labia. It was freely opened and the

pus allowed to escape. She was ordered a poultice

of slippery elm bark and to take Dover's powder to

allay the pain.

These abscesses generally result from closure of

the duct of Dumenoy's gland, from injury or irrita-

tion of any kind, but the most frequent cause is,

probably, excessive sexual intercourse. The treat-

ment is the same as for abscess in any other part of

the body—to open the sac, apply a poultice, and

quiet the pain by the use of anodynes. Care should

be taken not to confound this condition with that of

hernia. Frequently these patients do not apply for

reliet until the sack has ruptured and the yellow dis-

charge leads them to suppose they have gonorrhoea.

Of course, on making examination you will be able

to inform them that such is not the case.

Medical Societies.

ONEIDA COUNTY N. Y. MEDICAL SOCIETY.

The regular quarterly meeting of this society, was

held at the Butterfield House, Utica, Tuesday, Oct.

11, 1869.

The President, Dr. Thomas M. Flandrau, read the

following interesting case

:

A GRAIN OP COFFEE REMOVED FROM THE WIND-
PIPE BY TRACHEOTOMY.

On the 15th of August, 1869, a healthy infant of

fourteen months, put in his mouth a handful of burnt

coffee berries and while masticating them was vio-

lently strangled and vomited excessively. After a

while he was quieted, but his breathing remained

rather hurried and was accompanied by a wheeze.

This was at first supposed by the family to result

from irritation of the throat consequent on his se-

vere struggles, but it was at length suspected that

the coffee might have entered the windpipe. I found

him twenty-four hours after the accident, lively, with-

out hoarseness, cough or difficulty of swallowing,

but breathing with a wheezing sound. It was evil

dent the dyspnea did not depend on croup. Care-

ful examination showed that there was no foreign

body in the esophagus and a discussion of the facts

convinced me that some of the coffee had passed

through the glottis.

Inversion of the child and brisk succussion, sternu-

tatories and an emetic were tried to dislodge the par-

ticle without success. As the little patient seemed in

no danger, further efforts in this direction were dis-

continued, and the case left to nature. A few hours

after this the child's respiration became much more
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difficult and noisy. His lips and skin were purple,

and death seemed stealthily approaching. I then

urged tracheotomy as offering the only hope. Within

an hour the assistance of Drs. Whaley and Sutton

having been obtained, the operation was undertaken.

The patient was very dull, submitting to the prepa-

rations with little resistance, but as he was still con-

scious, it was determined to administer chloroform.

Although some doubts were entertained of its pro-

priety in the presence of partial asphyxia, its effects

were eminently satisfactory. The spasm of the glot
-

tis was relieved and the respiration improved under

its influence.

The dissection of the deeper tissues was made al-

most without hemorrhage. One of the thyroid veins

was seen and drawn out of the way, and the handle

of the knife was used more than the blade. The
trachea, when fully exposed, was caught by a tenac-

ulum, and three rings just below the thyroid gland

were cut with a curved scissors.

The entrance of air through the wound at once re-

lieved the respiration decidedly, and after half an

hour the irritability of the parts subsided so that it

was possible with a probe to keep the tracheal in-

cision open, when the breathing became very easy.

The child soon improved greatly in point of color

and vigor, and nursed a little. I then formed a pair

of hooks out of a steel watch spring which had been

made flexible by heat, fixed them in the sides of

the wound and connected them by a cord tied at the

back of the neck. This kept the tracheal incision

open. Apiece of fine muslin was laid over all to

exclude dust.

Probing the trachea was attempted with the view

of finding the offending substance, but had to be

abandoned as as it invariably provoked severe cough

and strangulation.

After the arrangement of the hooks the child passed

some time in comparative comfort. About six hours

after the operation he nursed with great energy and
probably dislodged the berry, as he choked and

coughed terribly. The hooks becoming displaced, I at

once opened the wound with a probe, when the

piece of burned coffee, a little larger than half of a

berry, was forcibly ejected from the incision, and

thrown some distance out on the floor of the room.

The little sufferer was at once entirely comforta-

ble. On closing the wound it was found that he

breathed freely, and it was evident that the diffi-

culty had been removed.

From the relief obtained when the windpipe was
opened, I was led to believe that the bit of coffee was
above the incision, in the larynx, to which point it

had probably moved when the aggravation of the

symptoms began. Attempts to settle its position by

auscultation had been defeated by the struggles and

cries of the child.

Very little constitutional or local disturbance fol-

lowed the operation, beyond a slight cough. An oc-

casional anodyne was the only medical means re-

quired. The wound healed by granulation. The

Trachea was closed on the seventh day, and cicatri-

zation was completed in three weeks.

Gross gives the statistics of ninety-eight cases in

which the windpipe was opened for the removal of

foreign bodies. Of these, eighty-three were success-

ful, and fifteen fatal, the recoveries being in the pro-

portion of five and a half to one death. Tracheot-

omy was performed in sixty-eight of these cases, the

mortality being one to eight and a half cures. The
deaths after laryngotomy and laryngo-tracheotomy

wTere twice as numerous.

Dr. William L. Baldwin read the history of a

case of

COMPRESSION OF THE SPINAL CORD.

A young man aged about thirty-five, an architect

by profession, applied on the 22d of last March (1869)

for professianal advice, stating that five years since

he was taken with a sneezing fit which produced the

following results, viz : A temporary paralysis of the

whole system, an excruciating pain through the chest

with a great difficulty of respiration, and a peculiar

pain shooting through the arms, more especially the

right.

This continued for the space of ten or more se-

conds, when some one of his friends (who were in

the room with him,) noticed his distress and moved
him from his fixed position, thereby throwing his

head forward, when the paralysis left him, and with

the exception of a certain numbness in the upper ex-

tremities, and the pain or rather soreness about the

chest, he felt quite comfortable.

After a day or two all the unpleasant symptoms

had passed off, the patient enjoyed good health, sleep-

ing wr
ell, a good appetite, and in fact was never

better in his life.

Since that time whenever his head is thrown

suddenly backward, he experiences the same sensa-

tions, as before described, and after a short time a

flacid tumor about the size of a walnut makes its

appearance to the right and below the vetebra promi-

nens, which in connection with a stiff neck continues

for several days, after which he has his usual good

health until a recurrence of the attack.

He informs me that he averages two of these at-

tacks in the course of a year, and at no time has it

caused him to be absent from his work for more
than two or three days. When about fifteen or six-

teen years old he wras troubled with fits, which from

the description given me by his father, appear to

have been epileptical in form. "These, however,

(to use his own language) he outgrew," and has had

no return of them for several years.

He never remembers to have received an injury of

any kind which could in the least have any bearing

upon or cause this difficulty in the vertebral column, •

and with this sneezing fit before alluded to, this pe-
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culiar train of symptoms clearly indicative of com-

pression of the cord made their first appearance.

—

When the head is again thrown forward, after one

of these attacks, the compression ceases, and with it

all the symptoms, with the exception of pain, or

rather soreness or stiffness of the neck, which may
be looked upon as the effect of the graver symptoms^

showing conclusively, that the compression is but

temporary. Upon close examination I find no dis-

placement of the vertebrae or of any of the processes;

everything appears to be in situ, and except when

the head is thrown suddenly back, the patient is free

from all of this trouble.

Thus far I have endeavored to give the circum-

stances connected with the case, its history so far as

learned, the peculiar train of symptoms produced,

etc. Now, however, it becomes necessary to assign

some cause for this temporary compression.

Several physicians, to whom I have related the

case, have advanced explanatory theories, as de-

tached spiculae of bone, bony exostosis, compression

and engorgement of the spinal veins, etc., but to

my mind none of these reasons are either satisfac-

tory or applicable to tbe case, for the compression is

but temporary and does not produce any spinal irri-

tation, therefore the substance, be it what it may,

that produces this pressure is soft and somewhat

elastic.

To account for it, I have theorized after this man-

ner : that there is a portion of the intervertebral

cartilage partially detached and somewhat wedge

shaped, and that the edge of this wedge is toward

the anterior portion of the body
;
then, the head

being thrown back (the vertebrae moving with it,)

the posterior portions of their bodies are brought

nearer into opposition and cause these two hard

bodies to press upon this partially detached cartilage,

which, from its shape and elasticity is forced out-

wards and backwards, and impinges upon the cord,

thus producin g the pressure, the result of which is

temporary, for as soon as the head is carried forward,

the pressure which forced this cartilage out is with-

drawn, and it very naturally falls back into its

normal position.

This to me appears to be the most rational mode
of explaining the cause of this difficulty, but in pro-

mulgating a theory, it becomes necessary to contro-

vert others that have been previously advanced,

which in most cases is attended with much difficul-

ty, but not particularly so in this case, for those opin-

ions that have been given were not those of deliber-

ation, but merely haphazard suggestions.

Let us examine the different hypotheses in their

order, commencing with the spicules of bone, then

bony exostosis, and finally the engorgement of the

cervical vein, and see whether they will bear the

test of criticism.

Let us suppose that there are detached spiculae of

bone present in this portion of the spinal column,

-what would be the result? Would the train of

symptoms be the same as here exhibited? I un-

hesitatingly answer that they would, provided life

would permit of their development, but in addition

to these we should have others graver and more
lasting, which would materially alter the whole

aspect of the case.

For the spiculae being hard and sharp bodies,

when forced out would lacerate the sheath, thus

producing irritation, which would necessarily last

longer than the trouble now does, and, too, were
the spiculae large, (which they would have to be,)

they would be forced into the body ofthe spinal cord'

producing thereby inflammation, which would in all

probability result in death.

Even this is a favorable view to take of the mat-
ter, for were the detached spiculae present, the attri-

tion caused by the spinal column as well in its lateral

as its antero-posterior motions, would inevitably

dislodge them, forcing them into the spinal canal,

and it is unnecessary for me to say what wrould be
the result, for that is patent to every one present.

Hence, we will discard the theory of spiculae of
bone and proceed to the consideration of that of
bony exostoses, which will, for reasons before as-

signed, be as readily disposed of as the previous by
stating the self-evident truth, " that bony exostoses

do not remain in statu quo ;" they must either in-

crease or be resolved. In the one case there would
be permanent paralysis, in the other the neck could

be thrown backwards and forwards with perfect

impur ity, neither of which conditions are fulfilled,

for the duration of the attack remains just the same
as it was five years ago.

The fact that the sheath in this portion of the

spine envelopes the cord so loosely, would show that

the veins would necessarily rupture before becoming

so engorged as to produce this pressure, and even if

they did, the paralysis following (as in the case of

the other hypothesis) would be of a more lasting

character.

Thus I have endeavored to show, that neither

spiculae of bone, bony exostoses, or engorgement of

the cervical veins can or do produce this distressing

train of symptoms, and until other more plausible

reasons are advanced to account for the phenomena

here exhibited, I must hold to my theory that a par-

tially detached portion of the intervertebral cartilage

is the sole cause of all this disturbance.

Dr. West related a case of spasm of the glottis,

caused by the reflex irritation of bronchocele. The
distress in breathing was relieved by the inhalation

of ether.

Dr. Ira D. Hopkins offered a preamble and reso-

lutions on the subject of criminal abortion, which

were adopted unanimously.

Dr. Louis A. Tourtelot read a carefully pre-

pared paper entitled " The Nervous System in

Disease," of whicli the following is an abstract

:
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THE NERVOUS SYSTEM IN DISEASE.

A resume of the views set forth in the paper

was as follows

:

1. The nervous system, being the special organ

of all that is peculiar and most essential to the

human organism,—its purely vital actions—should

have the highest place in medical study and obser-

vation.

2. Imperfect and perverted nutrition—changes in

the primary cells, being the starting point of dis-

ease, the main efforts of the physician should be to

supply the essential condition of this process.

3. Chemical and mechanical views of disease,

having led to the excessive use of drugs whose

chief quality is to depress the powers of the ner-

vous system, and to delay or prevent vital changes,

deserve the severest criticism.

4. All substances which are essentially devitali-

zing, and those which are purely stimulant only,

should be cautiously employed, and for the short-

est possible periods of time.

5. As in the language of an American author,

"the most unwarrantable of all experiments are

those involving human health," the free experi-

menting with poisonous drugs in general practice,

should be strongly condemned.

Dr. Robert Frazier, of Camden, gave the

history of an extraordinary case of muscular de-

velopment in the right arm of a patient of his.

Various theories were advanced to explain the con-

dition.

Dr. Josiah Rathbun gave in detail the symp-

toms connected with an abdominal tumor in the

epigastric region of a person under his care.

Drs. Churchill, Sturdevant, Flandrau
and Hutchinson related cases of malignant

tumors of the abdomen.

On motion the Society adjourned to meet the

second Tuesday in January, at the Thompson
House, in Rome.

Edwin Hutchinson, M. D., Secretary.

CINCINNATI ACADEMY OF MED-
ICINE.

October 11th, 1869.

CASES IN OTOLOGY.

By W. W. Seely, M. D.

(Reported by Dr. Hadlock).

It might seem like time poorly spent to consider

any points in reference to the ordinary secretion of

the external auditory canal, still I feel assured that

in the two cases I have to present there will be

points of interest to all, quite sufficient to justify me

in asking your attention for the few moments that

will be required for their enumeration and consid-

eration.

From earliest time, consider"able importance has

attached to the secretion of the external auditory-

canal. That importance has varied all the way from

Buchanan—the Scotchman—to that of the modern
school. Buchanan wrote several works in which he

called special attention to the great significance of

the cerumen. In his regard for the significance of

the cerumen, he might be classed with Jones in his

regard for the significance in the form of the auricle

physiognomically considered. Jones says "show
me your ear and I will tell you who you are, where
you are going, and where you came from." As is

well known, the external auditory canal has a cuta-

neous covering continuous with, and in all respects

like the common integument of the body. It was,

probably, the ignorance of this fact, or the ignoring

of it that led to the modern stress put upon the secre-

tion of this canal. When once we bring ourselves to

give a proper regard to the identity of the skin of the

auditory canal, with that of the integument generally,

it will require no great stretch of fancy to see that

the secretion of the two should commonly be regard-

ed as identical. I say commonly, for just as the

fluid that lubricates the eye ball and eyelids is by no
means secreted entirely by the lachrymal gland, but

by the mucous membrane and meibomian gland

also, so the cerumen is a mixed secretion from the

proper ceruminous glands and the other secretory

parts of the skin, and the so-called ear-wax is made
up of cerumen proper, sebaceous matter, little dead

hairs, and scales of epidermis.

The special and general integuments then, hav-

ing such an anatomical identity it would be reason-

able to suppose that the secretory power of the two

will have a close relation, and such now seems to

be an accepted fact. At the present day little re-

gard is paid to the absence or presence of cerumen,

or its great or less abundance. It is well known
that previous to the discovery of the opthalmoscope,

everything beyond the iris that caused blindness

was put upon the nerves, till the present improved

means of effecting an examination and making out

a diagnosis ; of necessity the secretions and the

nerves must be at the foundation of deafness
;
so,

then, so far as any relation of the secretion,

absence or superabundance goes as a cause of

deafness, or so far as it is an indicator of inflamma-

tory cause, its value or importance is to be ignored.

In one point of view, however, it is a matter of the

highest moment—I mean in a mechanical one

—

were any one to find in the external canal a tumor

of any description, osseous, fibrous or mucous, he

would undoubtedly regard it a matter of his deep-

est attention.

I hope to present two cases and a description to-

night, to illustrate how this, in itself, so unimportant

secretion may become a matter of deep and even of

the most serious import.

Mr. B. presented himself at my office for a trouble

in the ear. For five or six years he had a singing
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and thumping noise in one ear—the right; and re-

cently he began to have them in the other—the left.

Shortly after the tinnitus began in the left, he expe-

rienced attacks of dizziness, and now and then a

sharp, piercing pain, and a constant disagreeable

heaviness in the head, apparently, as he described it,

passing from one ear to the other, and amounting

almost to a pain. The symptoms and the increasing

deafness led him to have a consultation. An exam-

ination showed the hearing in both sides to be im-

paired, the watch not being heard at all on the right

auricle. After softening the collection in the left

ear, it was readily removed by syringing, and inspec-

tion showed the membrana tympani to be normal

in color and position, and testing by the voice and

watch showed the hearing power to be normal. The

accumulation in the right ear was removed with

difficulty, inasmuch as all touching with forceps and

all attempts at syringing produced dizziness and

pain deep in the ear. So it was not till after two or

three days, during which the ear had been many
times filled with warm water that a perfect removal

could be effected. After the meatus \* as freed an ex-

amination showed the membrana tympani to be

somewhat thickened. The abnormal concavity of

the membrana tympani was an indication for the infla-

tion of the drum by means of the catheter, after

which the membrane assumed a better position and

the hearing distance increased very perceptibly.

The inflation was repeated to the fifth sitting in as

many days, at the end of which time the membrane

had improved very much in its appearance, assum-

ing a more normal color, and the hearing was about

normal. Watch could be heard ten feet.

The second case I beg to present is one of vastly

greater import. A lady presented herself at my
office, as she said, "to have her ear examined."

Her story, briefly, was that her mind had been deep-

ly employed on,—to use her own words—"the

great truth of the day, which the world is trying to

keep back, but which is certain to advance till it

dispels, with its genial warmth, all the chill that

greeted it at its early dawn."

This woman was crazy on spiritualism, and had

paid no attention to the ringing in the ears, though

she confessed it had been there for many years.

Oflate there had been something more than tinnitus, a

very disagreeable feeling, not only in her ear, but in

all that side of her head, that she said rendered her

quite miserable. On examination I found that she

was unable to hear the watch on either side at all,

either against the auricle, or on the bones.

In the right the hearing of the voice was still

quite good, so she protested it was perfect. The

membrana tympani was opaque and very concave,

drawn in against the promontory, indicating a

chronic inflammation of the cavity of the middle

ear, and closure of the eustachian tube. In the left

I found the meatus filled to within a short distance

of the entrance with impacted cerumen. As a prep-

aration for syringing I began to remove the wax as

far as possible with a small pair of forceps. Before

penetrating far I felt something hard between the

blades of the forceps, and on examination found it

to be a small piece of bone.

The removal required a good deal of patience

and care, as the ear became very sensitive. Dur-
ing the removal several small pieces of bone were

found, and on examination with a probe, showed
there had been absorption of the covering of the

long canal at its beginning—upwards and out-

wards—and corresponding necrosis. The patient

said that she remembered to have felt hard particles

on putting the finger into the ear, so she probably

had come in contact with several small pieces of

bone.

I need not dwell on the importance of these two

cases, but perhaps a few general remarks may not

be out of place. Of course such cases present no
difficulties in the way of diagnosis, for an exami-

nation by means of speculum, would at once, to

the most inexperienced eye, show what the diffi-

culty was, and of course the only thought could be

about its removal. As you have seen in these cases

the removal was no slight matter ; were it so, as is

usually the case, it would need no special merit. I

always think it a very good plan when the plug

seems hard, to remove the surface with the forceps,

then begin syringing with warm water as hot as the

patient can bear, beginning gently and increasing

the force of the stream till it can be decidedly felt.

It is not wise to continue the sitting too long

—

especially if the patient becomes dizzy, as is apt to

be the case, or complains at all of pain.

It is better to use the warm water during the

day and glycerine at night—continuing the syr-

inging next day, and probably the plug or mass
will come away readily.

It is always advisable for one's own reputation,

that the hearing be tested before the attempt at re-

moval begins—and before any prognosis is made

—

for of course if there is an existing middle ear trou-

ble, the hearing may be improved, but not made per-

fect. Agahi, I would have you bear in mind that

such a condition of the parts as was present in the

first case reported—being the abnormal concavity of

the membrana tympani and consequent impairment

of the hearing, and its relief by inflation.

I feel that too little attention has been paid to this

point, for though the pressing of the concavity of the

membrana was entirely the result of the pressure

from the plug of cerumen, the membrana could not

return to its proper position from partial anchylosis

of one or more of the joints of the little bones. So
the cavity of the drum being narrowed or entirely

obliterated, there must remain a corresponding dull-

ness of hearing. That the plug of cerumen was the

cause of concavity of the membrane in the first case
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was admitted, by the fact, that the eustachian tube was

open. Again that the plug of cerumen can cause

such a pressure, is shown by the fact that a perfora-

tion of themembrane has been so caused, and also an

ulceration of the periosteum of the bony walls of

the external canal, as has been seen in the second

ease I have presented.

Such cases as have been presented will not seem

strange if we will regard such collections as verita-

ble tumors, that slowly but surely increases in im-

portance with time, and to do the work of a true tu-

mor, needs only time and non-interference.

Both the dizziness and noises in my first case could

readily be accounted for by the direct presence of

the nerves communicated through the little chain of

bones to the fluid in the labryrinth.

Editorial Department.

Periscope.

Action of Veratrum Viride.

Drs. Amory and Webber sum up the physiological

action of this drug in these words.

—

(Boston Med.

and Surg. Jour).

The conclusions in regard to the physiological ac-

tion of veratrum viride, and the alkaloid, veratria,

which can be drawn from these experiments and

cases recorded by others, confirm those that we

have been induced to draw from our own experi-

ments. We need only mention, here, the influence

which is exerted upon the nervous system. In some

respects resembling the action of woorara, it differs

from that poison in less energetic action, in attacking

the sensory fibres as well as the motor, and in di_

minishing the frequency of the cardiac pulsations.

We have not performed any experiments to show

whether the periphery or centre of the nervous sys-

tem is affected, or whether the whole nervous tract

is influenced.

The influence over the cardiac pulsation is, how-

ever, such that we are disposed to suspect that the

nerves supplying that viscus are influenced at their

central origin. The reduction in temperature indi-

cates that the metamorphosis of tissue by which the

temperature is sustained is interfered with ; but this

is most marked in cases of abnormal excess of tem-

perature. Tbe reduction of temperature would,

also, indicate an influence over the vaso-motor sys.

tern ; the paleness of face, the dilated pupils, which

have been sometimes noticed, and the increase of the

arterial tension, observed bj Limon, point to the

same conclusion. If this be so, the weakness and

paralysis may be due to an excessive contraction of

the arterioles. Our experiments do not allow us to

decide whether it is the spinal cord which is affected

by this contraction, or whether it is the nervous

trunks, or the terminal fibres of the nerves, or the

nervous plates, which form the connection between

the nerve and the muscle ; but inasmuch as the re-

spiratory and cardiac movements, the arterial con-

tractility, the motor and sensory powers, and the

secretory functions are all more or less affected, it

seems more reasonable to refer the disturbance to

the spinal axis, as that part of the nervous system

through which the influence is exerted, and from

which all the above mentioned results are produced.

The nausea and vomiting, the sensation of ting-

ling, the prickling in the fingers and toes, and other

abnormal sensations in the throat and elsewhere,

which seemed to be present even when the drug was

administered hypodermically, might be caused by the

direct contact of the drug upon these parts as it cir-

culates through them in the blood. A local applica-

tion produces a numbness and deadens the pain of

neuralgia. The deadness and diminished sensibility

may, likewise, be due to the local contact, of the

drug
;

or, both these effects, viz : the loss of sensi-

tiveness and the abnormal sensation, may be due to

its influence over the central nervous system.

In one case only, that of accidental poisoning,

does there seem to be a cloud over the intelligence.

Scarifying the Gums.

Dr. F. W. Hatch concludes an article on this

subject in the California Medical Gazette, in these

words

:

1st. That while scarifying the gums in infancy is

frequently of the most essential service in allaying

nervous irritability, and relieving or warding off the

early indications of cerebral congestion, the opera-

tion is not without danger, and like all others upon

young children, should be performed only for just

and sufficient causes.

2d. That it should be resorted to only on the

most urgent indications, in systems already re-

duced by previous disease—pale, anaemic, and under

the influence of mercury. That under these circum-

stances, it is better to risk the excitement due to

difficult dentition than to resort to a remedy which

may result fatally ; in other words to bear and

counteract the ills we have to deal with, than en-

courage others we know not of.
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3d. That in the cases referred to, the subject of

this paper, there was an hemorrhagic diathesis, pro-

bably acquired as one of the effects of mercurial

influence.

4th. That the condition of the system, especially

of the blood, in similar cases, is such, that they

must almost of necessity prove fatal.

Astigmatism.

Dr. G. H. Powers remarks in the California

Medical Gazette

:

Astigmatism is the name for an anomaly of re-

fraction of the eye caused by an irregular curvature

of the cornea, and is by no means an uncommon
condition, although generally unnoticed except in

exaggerated forms.

Very many persons who claim excellent eyesight

will find that with one or the other eye, or both, a

series of parallel lines, thus, - — will look

more black and distinct in one position than in

another. For instance, while they appear plain

enough in the horizontal position, they may become

much more distinct if held so as to be perpendicular,

or inclined at an angle. This is due to the fact that

the radii of curvature of the cornea are not all equal,

and this is the simplest test of astigmatism.

Again, in a darkened room, if a dark chimney be

placed around the gas or lamp flame, and a small

round hole made in the chimney, this aperture will

appear oval instead of round to the astigmatic eye.

Emphysema from Whooping Cough.

Dr. J. H. Pooley reports this case in the Medical

Gazette :

September 28th, 1869, 1 was asked to see George

Corbit, a child six months old, who has had whoop-

jng-cough for several weeks, but in rather a mild

form.

f§|The night before my seeing him, his mother no-

ticed a swelling in the front of his neck, which, by

morning had spread over his entire body. It could

not be attributed to any specially severe paroxysm

of cough.

Upon examination, the neck, chest and whole

body, except only the lower extremities were found

to be distinctly and markedly emphysematous, and

everywhere yielded upon touch the peculiar crepitus

of air under the skin in the meshes of the connective

or areolar tissue ; the swelling being most extreme in

the neck where it was first noticed.

The scrotum was blown up, so as almost to obliter-

ate, or conceal the penis, and on being [pressed,

cracked like a dry bladder filled with air.

The respiration was somewhat hurried, the pulse

rather quick, but the child though rather pale and

run down, nursed freely, and digested his milk

well.

I suggested the^propriety of minute punctures to

relieve the breathing should dyspnoea become op-

pressive, but I have not seen or heard from the child

since.

In January of the present year, I reported at a meet-

ing of the honkers Medical Association a case of em-
physema of the neck and chest in a young child,

coming on suddenly during a severe attack of bron-

chitis.

In this case, however, the emphysema was dis-

tinctly attributable to a violent and suffocative at>-

tack of coughing ; it soon passed off and the child

did well under ordinary treatment.

Symptoms of Poisoning by Atropia.

Dr. Lewis Smith exhibited to the N. Y. Patho-

logical Society (Medical Becord,) a portion of skia

removed from an infant that had died early on the

Monday morning previous from the effects of atro-

pine. An autopsy was made by the coroner twenty-

five hours after death, and a second one by the staff

proper three hours subsequently.

There had been in the ward of the hospital a so-

lution of nitrate of silver and atropia in water.

The proportion of the latter was one grain to the

ounce. This had been used for some time, so that

the exact quantity remaining at the time it was
drunk by the little victim is not known. As fullv

an ounce was found in the vial after the infant had
taken it, it was presumed that something less than

half a grain of the alkaloid had been swallowed.

The poison was taken about six o'clock on Sun-

day evening, and the physician, Dr. Dunstee, and

his assistant, were called to the child within half an

hour afterwards. They then found that there was

a considerable efflorescence of the whole surface

save around the mouth and alse nasi, which were

pallid. This condition remained unchanged up to

the time of death, and, although much faded, was
distinctly visible on the section of integument ex-

hibited. The pupils were very much dilated, and
continued so until an hour before death, when Dr.

Dunster observed them suddenly contract, in

which condition they remained. In connection

with this latter circumstance, it must be stated that

the patient bad been taking opium. The whole

quantity of this drug that was administered was
not more than one grain. The pulse from the first

was considerably accelerated, and gradually in-

creased up to the time of death from 120 to 180.

The respiration at the same time was accelerated,

catching, and -very irregular, a point of some signifi-

cance in connection with the post-mortem appear-

ances in the chest to be hereafter noted. One of

the physicians counted the respirations a little be-

fore death, and they amounted to one hundred per

minute ! About three hours before death convul-

sions took place. These were clonic in character

and continued until death. There was also present

temporary opisthotonos.
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Autopsy.—At the autopsy the hrain was found in

a normal state. Dr. Smith was not present at the

opening of the chest, but the physicians stated to

him that each pleural cavity contained three or four

ounces of serum ; that the lungs were partially col-

lapsed, at least not fully inflated, and were in a

state of congestion—evidently oedema pulmonum.
This was of interest in connection with the embar-

rassed respiration, which condition continuing,

doubtless gave rise to oedema and hydro-thorax.

The contents of the head had not been seen by Dr.

Smith, and he had forgotten to inquire in relation

to them. The stomach was healthy, but post-mor-

tem digestion had taken place in the vicinity of its

cardiac orifice.

Chloral

Dr. Richardson recently opened his course of

lectures on Experimental and Practical Medicine.

The subject was Chloral; and many new experi-

mental facts were illustrated
;
among others, the

great decrease of animal temperature caused by the

substance, and the production of prolonged anaes-

thesia by inhalation from an ethereal solution. The

following is a summary of the lecturer's views given

in the British Medical Journal: 1. Deep and pro-

longed narcotism can be safely produced by the

hydrate of chloral. 2. During a portion of the

period of narcotism, there may be complete anaes-

thesia with absence of reflex actions ; a condition,

in short, in which every kind of operation fails to

call forth consciousness. 3. During the narcotism,

there are intervals of apparent exalted sensibility.

4. In the transition from drowsiness to stupor, there

is no stage of muscular excitement ; but in birds

there is vomiting, as is common in the same ani-

mal in the second stage of narcotism from chloro-

form. 5. During the narcotism produced by the

substance, there is invariably reduction of tempera-

ture. 6. The hydrate produces muscular relaxa-

tion; which relaxation extends to the muscles of

volition, and also to the iris and muscular arterial

system. From the condition of the muscles after

death, it may be inferred that this paralysis is in part

due to change within the the muscular structure it-

self. 7. The action of the substance on the nervous

system is primarily on the sympathetic ganglia, af-

terwards on the cerebrum
;

and, finally, on the

heart. 8. Recovery is followed by no bad results.

9. In fatal cases, the functions are destroyed in the

following order : a. the cerebral ; b. the voluntary

muscular ; c. the respiratory ; d. the heart. 10.

The substance, in small proportions, prevents, in

some degree, the coagulability of the blood; and, in

large quantities, stops the process of coagulation al-

together. In large quantities, it also destroys the

blood-corpuscles, and produces general destruction

of blood. But to produce deep insensibility, the

dose administered need not be so large as to lead to

serious derangement of blood. 11. The phenomena
observed correspond with those observed under
chloroform; and the balance of evidence is, that

they are the result of the action of chloroform.

12. Therapeutically, the agent is to be accepted as

the rival of opium. It promises to be useful in cases

where there are increment of animal heat, muscular

spasm, and pain. It will be worthy of extensive

trial, in tetanus especially. The dose of hydrate of

chloral for a child is seven grains ; for an adult, the

dose may be extended to one hundred or even one

hundred and twenty grains. The lecture was illus-

trated throughout by experiment; and the lecturer

received hearty applause from those who were

present.

Reviews and Book Notices.

NOTES ON BOOKS.
A new weekly illustrated journal of science,

called "Nature," announced by Messrs. Macmillan,

of London, to be begun on the first Saturday in

October will be edited by J. Norman Lockyer,
while Professors Frankland, Brodie, Huxley, Kings-

ley, Odling, Oliver, Bastian, Charles Darwin, M.
A., and others, will be on its staff, which in fact

unites " all the talents" of the day—that is, in

scientific literature.

Dr. Bence J ones, Secretary of the Royal Insti-

tution of Great Britain, is writing a biography of

Michael Faraday, the philosophic and practical man
of science, long connected with that institution as

Sir Humphrey Davy's successor.

The Pathology and Treatment of Stricture of the
Urethra and Urinary fistulse. By Sir Henry
Thompson, F. R. C. S., Philadelphia. H. C.
Lea. 1869. 1 vol., 8 vo., pp. 359.

This edition of a deservedly popular work is from

the third and revised London edition, and what is
,

remarkable, the revision, instead of adding to the

bulk of the work, as is so generally the case, has re-

duced the size of the volume, by the ©mission of a

number of cases. On the other hand several addi-

tions have been made, giving the result of therapeu-

tical progress and the author's more extended obser-

vation. It is, therefore, though a smaller, yet in fact

a more useful epitome of the subject than the origi-

nal and larger edition.

The pathology, diagnosis, and treatment of stric-

ture in both males and females are spoken of at con-

siderable length, the causes and characteristics of the

different varieties are discussed, and an appendix is

attached containing a series of notes relating to pre-

parations illustrative of organic stricture and its con-

sequences in the various pathological cabinets of

London, and also a chapter on the examination of

urine for clinical purposes chiefly in connection with

the subject of difficult micturition. The latter is il-

lustrated by several full page engravings of abnor-
mal deposits.
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MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER.

PHILADELPHIA, OCTOBER 30, 1800.

S. W, BUTLER, M. D., D. G. BRINTON, M. D., Editors.

8^* Medical Society ana Clinical Reports, Notes and

Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,

News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

eg^To insure publication, articles must be practical.,

brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

We particularly value the practical experience of coun-

try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

KOTICE !

!

By reference to the Prospectus in another

column, it will be seen that we have made,

and are making arrangements for communica-

tions from some of the best medical writers,

and most prominent medical men in the coun-

try. We are expending more on the
Literary Department of the Reportrr
than was ever before dreamed of in

this ^country. If the leading Physicians

and Surgeons of America do not write for the

medical journals, as do those of Europe, we
are determined that it shall be no fault
OF OURS. We shall expect

—

and have a right

to expect, a commensurate support.

For new subscribers we make the following

Liberal Offers :

1. To any of our present subscribers who
will send us a new name, a copy of the Phy-
sician's Daily Pocket Record ; and credit

on books, etc., for more than one name, to the

amount of one dollar for each name.

2. New subscribers who remit $5, will be

entered to the end of 1870. Those who send

in their subscriptions soon, will therefore re-

ceive the Reporter for Fourteen Months
for Five Dollars

!

DC?
3 Until there is a change in the Postal

Laws, or in the Post Office arrangements, we
shall be compelled to cease prepaying postage

on the Reporter after the close of this year.

Prepaying subscribers will not, however, lose

anything in consequence.

THE PRICE OP BEAUTY.
An item which went the rounds of the press

a few months back affords us a text from which

o speak a few words on one of the applica-

tions of chemistry, which has much to do with
the public health. The item referred to was
that, in Louisville, Ind., five young women
had been poisoned by the use of a face pow-
der of toxical character. We have not inquired

from correspondents whether this is true or
not, but we well know that if not true it is

very possible and likely. Sc non e vera, e ben

trovato. These powders usually contain car-

bonate of lead or white precipitate, either of
which could readily bring about the sad result

recorded.

Very much has been said in this and other

journals within the last year, about certain

hair-dyes containing lead, which, in several

instances, have induced lead-poisoning, re-

sulting in permanent paralysis or death.

The tooth-washes and dentifrices, advertised

under such high-sounding names, very gene-
rally are composed of pumice stone, cuttle

fish bone, or some similar gritty substance,

sure to wear out the enamel, or else their

power of whitening the teeth depends upon
the presence of tartaric or some other acid,

which corrodes and soon destroys the health

of the tooth.

Pure rouge is, medically speaking, unobjec-

tionable. Neither carmine nor carthamine,

which are the two substances at the basis of

the best commercial article, acts deleteriously

on the skin. But large quantities of the

rouges sold are coaise preparations of Vermil-

lion, which, like all other mercurial forms, are

pretty certain to injure the skin and the gene-

ral health when frequently applied.

The lotions and washes vended by per-

fumers and apothecaries for whitening the

skin, removing freckles, improving the com-
plexion, and so forth, mostly contain either

bichloride of mercury or caustic potash, or

even prussic acid. They are therefore emi-

nently dangerous, and have led in divers in-

stances to most tragic catastrophes, the more
readily as most of them are prepared with the

addition of glycerine, and have a sweet and
pleasant taste. We can mention a popular

"moth and freckle lotion" which, under a well

regulated pharmaceutical law, would be pro-

hibited on account of its actively poisonous

properties. For it so happens that the arti-

cles in the materia medica, most valuable as

cosmetics for the skin are precisely those most
to be dreaded for their prompt toxical effects

on the human system. So that the dealer

must choose either to sell an article of little

real value, or to sell one which is poisonous.j
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These considerations would be of less mo-

ment were the branch of industry to which we
refer, one of limited extent. But so far is

this from being the case, that perhaps no sin-

gle branch of applied chemistry has been more

persistently explored, and more pertinaciously

Drought before the public in one form or an-

other. Some of the largest fortunes in our

great cities have been built on hair tonics, lo-

tions and tooth powders.

It becomes, therefore, a very important de-

partment of State Medicine to examine the

bearing of these articles on the public health,

and where possible, to limit the use of such as

are deleterious. It is hopeless to expect to do

this latter by legislation. The only means at

our command is to analyze the suspected arti-

cles, and finding them iniurious, to publish

them as such, and warn the public against

them, just as some years ago the Lancet of

London did with confectionery. Even then

the work would not be done, for these articles

supply a demand and indeed an actual want in

the community. In our present civilization

such materials are needed in the toilette, and

they will be used.

The next step, therefore, in the work of re-

form, after warning against deleterious com-

pounds would be to furnish the public with

simple, effective, and safe recipes for prepar-

ing or readily obtaining such cosmetic articles

as may gratify the prevailing, natural, and on
the whole laudable desire of looking as hand-

some as possible. It is to be hoped that those

who have State Medicine at heart will not

overlook this part of its domain.

Notes and Comments.

THERAPEUTICAL BULLETIN.*

Compiled by Geo. H. Naihey.?, M. D.

No. 28.

This column will contain each week a collection of the
Recipes, remarkable lor their novelty and elegance, noio

in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by
them in recent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics,
and at meetings of -Medical Societies, in newly published
monographs and .systematic treatises, and in the current
madical periodicalspf this country and Europe. It will
include formulae for hypodermic injections, for inhala-
tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments,
lotions, collyria, etc.., etc.

Thix selection w 11 be su'-h that each prescription will

commend itself, both by its intrinsic mi rits, and by the
authority of the name of the physician by whom origi-
nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest
and b st appi ovrd therapeutical expressions of the pro-
fession—to ali'ord a periscope ol the remedial measures rc-
sorte.l to by eminent li .in.,' physicians.

It is proposed, hereafter; to classify these formula), and
issue thjm in book form.

Treatment of Headache.

J. M. DaCosta, M. D.

256. R. Potassse bitartratis, gj.
Aquse, Oij.. IL

Take a tumble; ml in the morning, three times ft

week, for congestive headache.

Also, mustard foot bath every night. The appli-

cation of a hot salt bag to the back of the neck oftea

affords relief. This form of headache is frequently-

associated with cardiac enlargement.

Peof. Austin Flint, M. D., etc., New York.

Periodical Headaches.

As regards successful treatment, this affection,

belongs among the opprobria of medical art. If pa-

tients be not unpleasantly affected by opiates, an at-

tack may sometimes be warded off, or its severity

lessened by a full dose of this drug or one of its alka-

loids. The carbonate of ammonia and a saline pur-

gative are sometimes effective at the commencement
of an attack. Various palliative measures may be re-

sorted to, such as inhalation of chloroform, evaporat-

ing lotions to the head (alcohol, spirits, vinegar, ether),

&c. In some cases a towel or napkin wrung out in

water as hot as can be borne, and wound around the

head, is more efficient than cold applications. Warm
stimulating pediluvia, strong coffee or tea, and the

application of the galvanic or the electro-galvanic

current are useful in some cases. During the in-

tervals, the remedies which are sometimes of service

by way of prophylaxis are, nux vomica or strychnia

in small doses, arsenic, small doses of quinia, bella-

donna, and the preparations of zinc, more especially

(he valerianate. They may be tried in succession.

Hygienic measures are important, and the avoidance

of everything, which experience shows in individua

cases, to act as exciting causes.

Thomas Hawkes Tanner, M. D., F. L. S., etc.,

London.

257. R. Quiniie sulphatis, gr. xxiv.

Pulveris rhei, gr. xxxvj.

Glycerine, q. s.

Divide into twelve pills, and order one to be takea

at night.

Often of service in curing bilious headaches ; the

patients also taking daily exercise in the open air,

and avoiding too much sleep.

258. R. Acidi nitro-muriatici diluti, fgij.

Strychnipe, gr.

Spirirus chloroformi, f^yj-

Tincturse zingiberis, f^iij.

Aqu?e, q. s. ad. f^ iij . M.
A tablespoonful in water three times a day, for

nervous headache.

Holding the arms high above the head produces a

marked effect upon the cerebral circulation, and will

frequently relieve the severity of that peculiar morn-
ing headache, with which some persons constantly

awake.

Compression of the temporal arteries with a cou-

p"!e of pads and a bandage may sometimes be of

service.
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Cold lotions, eau de cologne, etc., to the head, dry

cupping, or blisters, or setons to the nape of the

neck ; the removal of decayed teeth or stumps from

the mouth, and change of air, are all occasionally

indicated.

259. Zinci valerianatis, gr. xij-xxiv.

Extract! belladonnas, gr. iij-vj.

Extracti gentianse, gr. xxiv. M.
Divide into twelve pills. One to be taken

three times a day.

Useful in hysterical headache, especially when
there is habitual constipation.

260. R. Zinci phosphatis,
Acidi phosphorici diluti, f.^jss.

Tincturse cinchonite, f.,^vj.

Aquse menth. pip., q. s. ad. f.J iij. M.

Tabiespoonful in a half wine glass of water

three times a day in hysterical headache, associated

with debility.

Henky G. Wright, M. D. M. R. C. P. etc.

261. jj. Tincturse capsici, f-3U-
Liquoris amrhonise acetat.is,

Tincturse aurantii corticis,

Syrupi aurantii corticis, aa f.^vj.

Aquse, f.^ss. M.
Dose—a tabiespoonful. To relieve the headache

that ensues after inebriety, etc.

262. Linimenti chloroform!,

Linimenti belladonna? aaf.^iss.

Tincturse opii, f.gj. M.
For external application in rheumatic headaches.

Mustard plasters applied to the neck are also ex-

ceedingly useful as a means of counter-irritation.

In such cases the following aperient is of advantage,

viz

:

263* R. Pilulse colocynthidis com-
p<,sitse, gr. xv.

Extracti colchici acetici, gr.iij.

Olei carui, rr^.i. M.
Divide into four pills. Two to be taken at bed

$ime, and one on consecutive nights. These pills

should be followed, in persons of a costive habit, by

a morning purgative, as follows :

264. 1£. Magnesise, J^iv.

Liquoris potassse, Tr^.xlv.

Extracti sennse fluidi, f-^ij.

Syrupi zingiberis, ^Q ss '

Tincturse aurantii corticis, f.^ss.

Aquas, f.gj. M.
Dose, a tabiespoonful.

The administration of an alkaline medicine con-

t .v ing potash, if continued with regularity, will then

generally be followed by rapid amelioration of the

pain and tenderness. The following may be used

:

26o. R. Potassse carbonatis, £)iv.

Potassse cbloratis, gjss.

Tincturse cinnamomi,
Tinct. aurantii corticis, aa f.gvj.

Syrupi aurantii corticis, f gjss. M.
A dessert spoonful to be taken twice or

t hree times a day.

If imprudent exposure to cold, has produced an
aggravation of the headache, an\d particularly if the

patient be subject to catairh, it is advisable to ad-

minister a sudorific at bed time, such as

266. B> Pulvcris ipecacuanhse
compositi, gr. xij.

Pulveris camphorse,
Pulveris guaiaci, aa. gr. iv. M.

For one powder, to be token about bed-time.

In gouty headaches colchioum may be employed
with greater freedom than in ordinary gout, care

being taken that the bowels are freely open during

its administration. An actual attack is best relieved

by a brirk aperient, (F. 263) followed by an

effervescing mixture, containing an excess of potash,

viz :

267. R. Potassse carbonatis, J}iv.

Ammonise carbonatis, $ij.

Tincturse serpentarise, fJf ss.

Aquse camphoroe, f.giijss. M.
Two tablespoonsfnl to be added to a tabiespoonful

each of water and lemon juice, and to be taken ef-

fervescing twice or three times a day.

In the treatment of plethoric headaches the em-

ployment of medicines should be as far as possible

dispensed with. They should only be resorted to

when the necessities of business prevent, or the soli-

citations of indolence interfere with a strict control

over the diet and regimen. In these cases a saline

diuretic should be ordered, such as

268. R. Potassse acetatis, ^ij.

Potassse nitratis, gj.

Spintusjuniperi compositi, f^vj.

Aquse menth. pip^ q. s. ad. fgiv. M.
A teasponful twice a day together with an

occasional aperient at night; viz

:

269. B> Pil. colocynthidis comp., gr. 1

Saponis castilliensis, gr. ix

Oleianethi, t^.ij. M.
Divide into twelve pills; two to be taken at

bed time and followed by a Seidlitz powder in the

morning.

Persons subject to phlethoric headaches should not

partake of animal food more than once a day; should

never indulge the appetite to satiety ; should avoid

beer, spirits, coffee and all stimulating beverages

;

should bathe the head freely at night and lie with

it elevated on a hard pillow during sleep ; should

have an airy bed-room and rise so soon as fairly

awake, for otherwise activity of the thoughts in a

recumbent position will congest the head and cause

it to ache.

When the patient has been exposed to cold and

the headache comes on at night, with the head hot

and the skin harsh and dry the following sudorific

taken at bed time, is often of great service, the body

being kept warm during its action.

270. R. Pulveris antimonii et po-

tassse tartratis, gr. 1-6.

Pulveris Jacobi veri, gr.v.

Pulveris potassse nitratis, gr.x. M.
To be taken at night.

In the plethoric headache of pregnancy, relief is

afforded by the use of saline medicines, as
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271- Magnesias sulphatis,

Sodae sulphatis, aa.

Acidi sulphurici diluti, f.^ij.

Tincturae cardamomi com-

1 ositaj, f.^iss,

Syrupi aurantii certicis, f.lss.

Aquae ciimamoni. M.

A desert-spoonfnl twice a day. Fluids should be

avoided as far as possible. Sea air and sponging

the body with tepid salt water generally prove ben-

eficial.

In the treatment of Congestive Headaches, the

aperients so frequently required should be cordial

and saline, such as

272. B> Extracti sennse fluidi, f.^ijss.

Magnesiae sulphatis, 3 ij-

Acidi sulphurici aromatici, f.spj.

Syrupi aurantii, f.^j.

Infusi rhei, f-^ijss. M.

Dose—a tablespoonful in the morning.

Surgical Patents.

The editors of the N. Y. Medical Gazette re-

mark : The ground taken in all arguments against

patents, is that by them one member of our profes-

sion would be forced to pay an increased price for a

"secret," or for the "exclusive knowledge" of

another ; and this we have shown not to be the case.

Neither would the price of the patented article be

augmented, nor would its use be in any way re-

stricted. The difference between the case of a ma-
terial apphance which must be manufactured by a

mechanic before it avails aught to the profession,

and that of a scientific discovery in physiology, is too

obvious to need a moment's comment. All that we
have urged is that instead of the mechanic receiving

the entire profit, the inventor should be entitled to

a share of the benefit ; and that benefit would be

in direct proportion the number of instruments

used by others, and utteiiy destroyed by his claim-

ing their " exclusive use." If he desired this latter,

he would want no patent ; he need only have a sin-

gle instrument made and refrain from publishing

any account of it. thus preserving his secret and pre-

venting others from profiting by it. We cannot, for

the life of us, see how the diversion of a small por-

tion of an existing profit from the pocket of the in-

strument-maker to those of the inventor, would in

any way contract the benefits of our science, or

"place restrictions upon medical improvements."

These expressions are further indicative of that

change of opinion on this subject, which we noted

a few months ago. as visible in England.

Hemlock.

One of those paragraphs so common in newspapers,

and so productive of harm, has been started on its

dangerous career by the Vail Mall Gazette. It is

stated that not only is hemlock no poison, but that

it has no remedial value; and further, Br. John

Harley is alleged to be responsible for the latter ut-

terly unfounded assertion. This is erroneous.

Undoubtedly Dr. Harley's valuable researches have

shown that the poisonous effects of conium are far

from being as intense as they are generally repre-

sented. But if his labors have done anything to

benefit medicine in this direction it is in showing that

in the juice of conium we have a remedy for a dis-

ease-chorea, or St. Vitus's dance, whieh has hitherto

baffled every effort of the physician.

Restitution.

The Medical Board of Baltimore, which was or-

ganized some two years since, under what was known

as "the medical law," and which was subsequently

pronounced unconstitutional, announces that it is

prepared to refund the money paid in for licenses,

minus the deductions which have beenmade for nec-

essary expenses.

Intermarriage of Relatives.

A correspondent in New England writes to us,

criticizing severely the action of the Gynaecological So-

ciety of Boston and our own explosions in opposing

the New Hampshire law, forbidding marriage of first

cousins. He mentions two instances where from

such marriages idiotic children proceeded. This il-

lustrates how carelessly statistics on the point have

been compiled. Observers have gone from children

to parents, when they should have gone from parents

to children. Mr. Voisin, of Paris, who has made

recent and extensive investigation in the latter

method, denies the alleged danger of intermarriage

between healthy cousins. We believe the question

is still an open one, and that any legislation is prema-

ture and unjust. We observe that the reviewer of

Dr. N. Allen's pamphlet, in the Am. Jour. Medical

Sciences takesvery nearly the ground that intermar-

riage per se is not proven injurious.

" Sweet Quinine."

This article, extensively advertised as an active

preparation of the alkaloid quinia is said to have

proven on analysis to be nothing but cinchonia

mixed with impure powder of liquorice root. Such

an imposition on the profession, and worse than

that, on thousands of sick people, deserve the sever-

est condemnation. It is a swindle of the most ag-

gravated character, and the man who is responsible

for it, if the above statement be correct, should not

escape the severest penally which the law, and tb..*.

honor of the drug trade and the medical profession

can inflict. We are glad to learn that he has been

excluded from the Pharmaceutical Association of

Detroit. /

OGr" We have received an article ov. the use of the

Long Tube in Intestinal Obstructions, by Dr. Thos.

Hat, of this city, which wiB appear next week.
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DOMESTIC.

Life Insurance.

Eds. Med. and Surg. Reporter: In your

strictures on "Life Insurance," we fear, in your

zeal, you have lost some of your better judgment.

We will not deny all the points. Some have been

well taken; but a few glaring errors may be noticed.

1st. The danger of insurance running into similar

failures, (referring to the Albert) by reason of large

commissions, expenses, etc., under the law as held

in Massachusettsjand New York; this is improbable-

Each company must have a reserve, more than am-

ple to protect every policy holder ; if insufficient, the

door to business is closed against the company.

2. The Carlisle Table, objected to by reason of its

excess above present mortality rate, is nothing really

injurious to the policy-holder, rather advantageous,

as the accumulated reserve being larger, the better

the prospects of final payment. But the majority of

Companies have based their rates on " combined

experience," and we can but point to the assets of

1868, $175,554,426.00, computed premium. Reserve

$140,190,288.00, death claims, $11,475,837.00, to

show how safely the insured stands under any of the

tables. There can be no better answer than this ex-

hibts. " The millions and hundreds of millions of

actual dollars represented, augmenting at a rate of

increase which doubles them every two years, is

more suggestive than any words can be ; and the

reader may get some adequate idea of the immense

pecuniary and social interests which the future of

life insurance will more than probably involve."

—

Barnes.

While a few base physicians may be found, who
would stoop to be pliant tools of agents bringing

them examinations; we have not yet learned that

so honorable a profession as " the Medical" could be

bought, man for man, at $3 a head—the price of an

examination. You certainly err in casting such a

stigma upon a profession to which we have the

honor to belong. On the contrary the best medical

talent is chosen for these positions, and if a company

occasionally is imposed upon, the error can be easily

rectified by reporting such at the Home Office. All

examinations made by companies' agents are re-

viewed by a^Board at the principal office : how easy

to detect incompetency witn a critical certificate, in

which the most minute details are entered ?

Upon one point we do agree ; and you will add

as j much by asking Pennsylvania for a reciprocal

law by which companies as well as insured are pro-

tected.

Give us an insurance commission and Board of

Insurance Revision, and many of the "evils" of in-

surance will disappear. The wheat *and chaff will

will be winnowed. D. S. G.

Central Ohio Lunatic Asylum.

We are glad to learn by a note from the Superin-

tendent, Dr. Wm. L. Peck, that the contracts for

rebuilding the Central Ohio Lunatic Asylum at Co-

lumbus, which, it will be remembered, was destroyed

by fire some months since, have been made, and
that a model building will spring from the ruins. It

is expected that it will be completed by 1872.

A patent has recently been granted for a

method of refreshing horses while in harness, which

consists in making the bit hollow, and having per-

forations in it. A rubber tube extends from one

side of the bit to the carriage, and by pressing a
rubber bag which contains water, the driver is ena-

bled to refresh his horse whenever he chooses with-

out stopping. For saddle horses the water bag is

suspended from the horse's neck, or upon the pom-
mel of the saddle.

Dr. Aubert-Roche, in a report on the sani-

tary state of the laborers on the Isthmus of Suez,

says that, while in 1859 the population was only 150,

it has now reached 42,400—more than half being

Europeans. Except in a year when cholera prevailed,

the mortality has remained steadily at 1 per cent.

It is said by the Wiener Medizinische Woch-

enschrift, that the German professors, Oppolzer and
Chelius, were asked by M. Nelaton whether they

would accept an invitation to Paris, to take part in

a consuitation on the Emperor's health ; but that no
definite invitation was given.

At ftie Indiana State Fair at Indianapolis, on
the 1st inst., a boiler exploded by which nineteen

persons are reported to have lost their lives, while

nearly one hundred were wounded. Among those

who were killed, we see the name of Dr. Keight-
liEY of Greencastle.

One hundred and ten thousand pilgrims are

estimated to have assembled at Mount Ararat in the

late Mecca pilgrimage, or about 25,000 more than in

1868. The public health is reported to have been

perfectly good among the pilgrims, and in the neigh-

borhood of Mecca.

James M. Stout, a physician from Zanesville,

Ohio, charged with practicing his profession without

paying the special tax required by law, appeared in

the United States Court lately. He entered a plea

of guilty, and was fined $40 and costs.

C. C. Cox, M. D., LL.D., late Commissioner

of Pensions, has just been tendered and accepted

the Chair of Medical Jurisprudence, in the medical

department of Georgetown College.
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MARRIED.

Graff—Richart>3. In New York City, October 13th,
I860, at the residence of Wm. P. Kittredge, Esq., by the
Rev. George Richards, Or. M. B. Graff of Cincinnati, and
Mary D., daughter of the late Ohanuing Richards, ot
"Washington, i). C.

Goshorn—Thomas. October 12th, at Trinity Church,
Covington, Ky., by the Rev. D. H. G ;-eer, Mr. Edwin C.
Goshorn, of Cincinnati, and Miss Lillie,oniy daughter of
Dr. C. F. Thomas, of the former place.

Marsh—Speigel. October 5th, at Bethany, Pa., by
Rev. Mr. Bamett, Dr. F.. L. Marsh, formerly of Greens-
burg, Pa., and Miss Maggie Speigel, second daughter of
Wm. Speigel, of the former place.

Noble—Johnson. At Christ Chureh, Cooperstown,
N. Y., October 13th, by Rev. D. Hillhouse Buel, Rector,
Mr. John H. Noble and Ella Elizabeth, only daughter of
Dr. Parley E. Johnson, all of that village.

Olmstead—Decker. In Brooklyn, N. Y., on Tries-
day, October 19tb, by Rev. Joseph T. Duryea, D. D., as-
sisted by Rev. T. L. Cuyler, D. D., Samuel H. Olmstead,
M. D., and Sarah F. Decker, both of Brooklyn, N. Y.

Shepard—Roach. Oct. 24th, at the First Reformed
Church, by Rev. Joseph Kimball, D. D., Chas. H. Shep-
ard, M.D., and Cornelia, daughter of Benj. H. Roach,
Esq., all of Brooklyn, N. Y.

Stone—Lee. October 12th, by Rev. J. A. Kingsley,
Mr. Ferdinand F. Stone and Miss Agnes C. Lee, onlv
daughter of Dr. E. M. Lee, all of Urbana, Ohio.

Witherow—Wilson. October Pth, by Rev. H. Web-
ber, assisted by Rev. D. W. C. Hervey, at the house of
the bride's father, in Franklin twp., Beaver co., Pa., Dr.
John M. Witherow and Miss Jenny Wilson.

DIED.

Jackson— At East Orange, N. J., October 21st, Fran-
ces Marv, wife of Dr. F. H. Jackson, formerly of Brook-
lyn, N. Y.

Phelps—In Brooklyn, October 17th, Dr. James L.
P helps, in the 85th year of his age.

QUERIES AND REPLIES.

Licenses.
Messrs. Editors.: Please inform me, through the

Medical and Surgical Reporter, what the U. S.
Revenue License is on a retail drug store ; or is there
any difference between the license of a retail liquor
dealer and the license of a retail druggist ? And have I,

as a retail druggist, a right to ke"p and sell pure wines
and liquors tor medical purposes in quantities not less
than half pints on the license of a retail druggist ?

S. F.B.
For accurate information you ought to apply to the

" Commissioner ot Infernal Revenue." We believe you
ought to take out a license as retail dealer in liquor, and
that ih- n no other license will be required. The law is so
long and complicated and badly worded we do not be-
lieve the people who made it know what it means. V\re
would advise you, for your own safety, to take out the
liquor license, as any infraction of the law subjects the
Offender to imprisonment without any discretion in the
Judge to change the punishment to a fine, where the
ollence was committed ignorantly.

Chronic Ulcer.

Messrs. Editors. : In reply to Dr. P. C. R.'s inquiry,
(REPORTER, Oct. 9, 'C9) v/e would say: use arsenic till its

physiological action manifests itself. We had several
similar cases of many years standing, which yielded in a
few months to Fowler's solution internally, and chloride
of zinc paste locally.

Aromatic Syrup of Blackberry Root.
We have found the following a very good formula for

preparing Aromatic Syrup of Blackberry Root. We do,
however, not know if this or any other is recommended
by the Surg. Gen. U. S. A.
Take of

:

Blackberry root, bruised, 8 troy ounces.
Cinnamon "

Cloves and nutmegs, of each, bruised, 3 drachms.
Sugar 4 lbs., (commercial.)
Water, 4 pints.

Boil the root and the aromatics in the water for one
hour; express and strain; then add the sugar, forma
syrup, and again strain, then add:
French brandy, 6 fluid ounces.
Oil of cloves and oil of cinnamon, of each, 4 drops.
Dose From a teaspoonful for a child of two years

old, to a tablespoonful for an adult, repeated as occasion
requires.
The above may be found in Parrish's Pharmacy.

Elixir of Bark and Iron.

An efficient and cheap Elixir of Baric and Iron may be
made by the formula below. We have found it the best
recipe for a country physician ; of course wc do not claim
it to be the best in use :

Be. Pulvis cinclion.

Aquee,
Alcohol da.,

Tr. gentian conip.,

01. cinnam.,
01. carui,

%
f.5 iv.

gtt. xxxij.

gtt. xvj.

Macerate this mixture for fourteen days and filter ; then
add:

Aqure, f-3x--y-

Alcohol, f.gviij.

Sacch. alb., H). jss.

Substituting French brandy (Oj.) for the alcohol the
flavor is still improved, but the expense of manufacturing
considerably increased.

£ erri pyrophosphate, ^j.
Dissolve these ingredients by a gentle heat and filter.

It contains about one grain of pyrophos
t
hate of iron

and two grains of bark to a drachm. If we wish to com-
bine the properties of mix vomica with this elixir, we sim-
ply add the tincture. A. W. Lueck, M. D.

ifayville, Wis.

Dr. R. D. W., of Pa. : Meyers' recent work on Elec-
tricity, translated by Dr. Hammond, you will find new
and good. We can send it you. Price, we believe, $5.00.
On diseases of the horse, we believe Youatt is still pre-
eminent. We do not know that gum diapers have any
bad effects on children. Do you ?

Dr. C. McG., Texas, writes that it is difficult to obtain
" greenbacks'' to send to our office, gold and silver being
the circulating medium. We will not object to gojd, and
will allow the premium on it. It can be sent in registered
Utters, secured between cards. But drafts on New Or-
leans, Galveston or Eastern bankers can generally be ob-
tained, if a postal money order office is not within reach.

WORDS OF CHEER,

Dr. J. D. of Mass. writes, "In consequence of ad-

vanced age (73 yrs.) and impaired health I have
been meditating whether it was not best for me to inclose

currency to pay for the several numbers of the Reporter
that I have received, and discontinue my subscription

for the reasons above named ; but feeling so reluctant to

give up the pleasure of reading the interesting reports of

cases, etc., I have concluded to inclose a five dollar green-
back, and continue for one year more."

METEOROLOGY.

OCT. 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17.

Wind

Weather,
j

DepthRain

E.
Ci'dy
Rain

1 1-10

S. E.
Cl'dy
Sh'ry

W.
Cl'dy
Rain

1 1-10

W.
Clear
frost
ice

S. W.
Cl'dy
Rain

3-10

N.W.
Clear
frost

W.
Clear

Titermom. . ..

Minimum..
At 8, A M.
At 12. M...
At 3, P. M.
Mean

42?
53
61
63
54.75

45°
56
72
08
60.25

45°

53
58
59
53.75

35°

46
58
58
49.25

43°

48
61
60
53.

393

50
54
53
49.

32°
48
57
56
48.25

Barometer..
At 12, M... 30. 30. 29.8 30. 30. 30. 30.

Germantown, Pa. B. J. Leedom.
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A LECTURE INTRODUCTORY TO HIS
COURSE FOR 1869-70.

By Alfred Stille, M. D.,

Professor of the Theory and Practice of Medicine and of
Clinical Medicine in the University of Pennsylvania.

[concluded.]

Treatises and lectures upon " The Practice of

Medicine" do not form an appropriate introduction

to the study of medicine, for they presuppose the

knowledge of a multitude of details with which a

Tbeginner is necessarily unacquainted. For example :

The causes of diseases, their nature and mode of ac-

tion; the significance of symptoms in themselves

and also in their various combinations ;—the natural

course of diseases, their development, their rise and

their decline, which are subject to laws as definite and

as absolute as those which go\ ern the successive stages

in the natural growth and decay of plants and ani-

mals ;—the very idea of disease, which students as

well as non-professional persons are apt to imagine,

is a something superadded to the body, like an evil

spirit, whereas it is only an abnormal mode of be-

ing and acting of the normal constituents of the

foody ;—the methods of exploration by which the con-

dition, even of internal organs, may be discovered,

but which any one who has not learned them by

clinical illustration must find meaningless if not un-

intelligible ;—the lesions of the various tissues which

are always the same for the same kind of lesion and

tissue, in whatever part of the body it may arise : all

of these things, and more, must be learned by the stu-

dent before he can thoroughly comprehend the de-

scriptive details of any disease as they are presented

in his text hooks.

Such knowledge can be obtained nowhere so well

as by the direct observation of patients in the suc-

cessive stages of disease, and by an examination of

structural lesions in the dead body, of those altera-

tions which represent the material, as symptoms re-

present the functional, departures from health in

which disease consists. These two subjects are em-

braced in general pathology, and the study of them

forms an appropriate introduction to that of clinical

medicine, because they serve as keys to interpret the

phenomena of disease, just as they and clinical medi-

cine togetherform a natural prelude to]the theory and
practice, and the only means by which this ultimate

object and crowning division of medicine can be

rendered logical, or even intelligible.

For students who have had no opportunity for

clinical observation I cannot conceive of a more dry,

unattractive, and unsatisfying study than treatises

upon the theory and practice of medicine. And al-

though didactic lectures on the same subject may
be somewhat less dull, and rather more intelligible,

because delivered by a living teacher and appropriate-

ly illustrated, they lose one-half, at least, oftheir value,

from being imperfectly comprehended by those

who hear them. It were often as profitable to dis-

course of painting to the blind, or of music to the

deaf, as to describe diseases to an audience compos-

ed of persons who have never frequented the sick

nor learned to comprehend the phenomena of their

diseases from the lips of an accomplished teacher.

It was long ago said that the whole Art of Medi-

cine consists in the observation of disease ;—but

like every other art its culture involves the methodi-

cal application of the senses and the reason.

A desultory, haphazard, and superficial obser-

vation will not answer ; it must be systematic,

minute, and thorough. It must not be a rapid

impression, an instantaneous photograph, as it

were, of the phenomena perceived by the senses.

Knowledge is not to be acquired per saltum, by a
sudden inspiration ; it is rather to be compared to a
portrait such as a true artist makes ; the outline

being sketched first of all, while the details, which
really characterize the picture, are afterwards slowly,

minutely, and therefore laboriously filled in. In

every perfect system of clinical instruction this work
is performed by the student himself at the bed-side,

under the direction of a master in the art ; his first

awkward and incomplete sketches are retouched and
corrected by the teacher, and, as he advances in ex-

perience, his records become fuller and more me-
thodical, and more faithfully represent the original

they were designed to portray. But during the hurried

271
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and too often unsystematic, studies which American

students are still obliged to pursue, there is very little

time or place for such a training. The greater

number begin to practice without having been dis-

ciplined in the interrogation of patients, or in the

manual procedures which complete the investigation

where verbal questioning necessarily stops. A few,

comparatively, ofthe whole number are able to avail

themselves of the'advantages afford by private classes

in the hospitals during those seasons of the year

when they are relieved of the burden—often too

heavy to be borne—ofthe official lectures which they

are obliged to attend. Would that the privilege

which the few enjoy, and which it is impossible for

them to prize too highly, could be extended to you

all, and that the most signal and most mischievous

defect in our system of medical education might be

forever blotted out. Would that instead of an en-

forced attendance upon two winter sessions in which

the same lectures are repeated twice over to the same

audience, confusing beginners, and wearying every

one—would that it were possible to spread the courses

over at least three years, so that not only several

very important, but some even fundamental depart-

ments of medicine might be appropriately taught, as

they then would be, to eager and not to surfeited

hearers, and, and above all, that during the whole

period students might be kept face to face with dis-

eases, and learn to recognize every feature of them,

their forms and phases, their powers and tendencies,

and the weapons which are most efficient in over-

coming them. Then, indeed, you would return to

your homes, neither tormented with fears of

being baffled in your first conflicts with the

destroyer, nor, on the other hand, elated with an

overweening confidence in your ability to cope with

him succes^iiy, which the present imperfect method

is only too well fitted to inspire,—but, knowing ac-

curately what you have to deal with, and equally

well the limits of your power, you would advance to

the conflict, not with a confidence in being able to

carry off the victory in every case, but with a firm

and rational conviction that what it behooves a skil-

ful physician to perform, and what measure of

success human skill may command, you will be en-

titled to accomplish.

But let us not be too hasty, nor let the confi-

dence in our attainments be a mistaken one. Let

us not ask of physiology, pathology, and diagnosis

what they can no more give, than ploughing,

manuring and watering can of themselves produce

a crop of grain. Between pathology and thera-

peutics, between disease and the treatment of di-

sease, there is a gulf over which no bridge has ever

been erected, or ever will be. There does not exist

between these subjects an organic and vital bond like

that between the root and the body of a plant, but

one of logical relation only, like that between the

foundation and the superstructure of a house.

Each is essentially independent of the other.

The practical product or fruit of the vast and intri-

cate field which we have been surveying may be

described by two words, the diagnosis and the natu-

ral history of diseases. By diagnosis we have pre-

pared for us the special subjects upon which the

powers of medicines are to be exerted, and by which

their value is to be tested. In the natural history

of diseases, or a knowledge of their course and ter-

mination we possess a standard by which we can

measure the influence exerted upon them by the

remedies employed in their cure. If, for example,

we have learned that in a certain disease, treated

without medicines, the duration is so much, and
the mortality such a percentage, we then possess a

standard by which the influence of a particular

treatment on the duration and mortality of that

disease can be fairly estimated.

But if Clinical Medicine involved no more than

this, it would still be barren of really useful results,

and the labor of physicians in investigating, and the

annoyance of patients in submitting to the investi-

gations of their diseases, would be labor in vain,

and still worse, unpardonable cruelty. For what
matters it to the patient that the physician learns, by
manifold questionings and manipulations, the seat

and the nature of his disease, if the knowledge thus

acquired will lead neither to the mitigation of his

suffering, nor the prolongation of his life ? There

have been, and are even now, a few physicians in

every country where medical science is cultivated,

who appear blind to this inexorably logical conclu-

sion, and who contiuue to teach medicine, and even

to practice it, while avowing their disbelief of every-

thing in it beyond the sterile scientific elements that

we have been considering. Such men may be phil-

osophers and naturalists, and, by virtue of their diplo-

mas, they may be Doctors of Medicine, but they are

not physicians. Physicians are they who under-

take the cure ot diseases, and who, whether their

knowledge of science be as little as that of Syden-

ham, or as great as that of Simpson, recognize, with

these eminent men, that the cure of diseases is the

sole object of medicine, as a branch of knowledge

and as a distinct profession. It is such men whose

example and precept should constantly be contem-

plated by students and young physicians, in order

that they may not become blinded by the mists

which imperfect, and sometimes falsely applied,

science envelops medicine at the present day ; and

that they may not be tempted by false teachers to

sneer at what they have neither had the opportunity

to study, nor possess the requisite knowledge to

criticize. Fortunately, the medical student, by vir-

tue of his position, is generally inclined—perhaps

too much inclined—to repose an almost unquestion-

ing faith in his teacher. To such lengths is this

homage sometimes carried, that the master's most

trivial opinions are as eagerly noted as his weightier
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judgments, and his magistral formulae are more

studiously recorded than the conditions which alone

give them any value. If you would learn the real

power and weakness of medicine, if you would wit-

ness its glorious triumphs and its sad defeats,—if

you would acquire a just notion of its efficacy, one

equally removed from the credulity of the vulgar

and the scepticism of the scientific, you must study

therapeutics where alone they can be judged and

learned, at the bedside of the sick, and under the

guidance of a competent teacher,—a teacher expert

in solving problems compared with which those of

philosophy and pathology are simple and clear ; a

teacher who unites to a wide and profound knowl-

edge of disease, on the one hand, and of the action

of medicines on the other, a clear, calm and cautious

judgment,—which, howeve' it may be enlightened

by learning and experience, draws its chief inspira-

tion from the the original peculiarities of the patient,

and his actual condition at the moment of observa-

tion.

The results of clinical study are facts, i. e. truths,

not absolute, indeed, but as nearly so as the imper-

fection of our senses and of our reason will allow.

They reflect nature ;
and, although the mirror may

not be wholly without flaw, nor mathematically per-

fect, it presents as true an image of nature as the

materials of which it is composed, and our skill

in using it, will permit. In forming our medi-

cal creed, if once we lose our hold upon clinical ob-

servation, all stability in our conclusions ceases

;

opinion succeeds opinion, and doctrine displaces

doctrine without an advance in real knowledge ; the

systems of to-day are at war with those of yesterday,

and will clash with those of to-morrow. Thus it

happens that the whole history of medical opinion

represents a turbulent sea, in which the waves are

forever raging, now rising, now falling, as they are

swayed by the moon, but never advancing beyond

a certain limit. The results of clinical study, on the

other hand, may be fitly compared to coral islands,

which, arising from the depths of the ocean, are

built by innumerable laborers, who are insignifi-

cant, perhaps, as individuals, but mighty through

the final result of their labor, which grows by slow

accretion, and in spite of the tempests of medical

doctrines, until it forms the boundless continent of

medical science and art.

Medicine, like other arts, cannot be subjected to

rigid rules; its most successful exercise depends

upon an especial aptitude, mental, moral, and phys-

ical. Some men are born physicians, and there are

others whom no study and no experience will ren~

der skilful. Medical judgment is a gift, as peculiar

as a musical ear, a mechanical hand, a graceful fig-

ure, the faculty of language, of calculation, of pro-

portion, &c. Those alone who possess it will ever

greatly excel as practitioner, although without it a

physician may be distinguished as a scientific man.

Indeed, if you consult the annals of medicine, you
will observe that among the most scientific men few

were eminent as physicians, and that great clinical

teachers have rarely been celebrated for scientific

attainments. This fact goes far to prove an essential

incompatability between the qualities of mind which
distinguish the two classes of physicians referred to

—an incompatability like that between music and
mathematics, or between poetry and logic. At the

same time it by no means proves that by dint of

study and industry a man of average abilities cannot

earn his bread by the practice of medicine, just as it is

sometimes possible for one to overcome, by dili-

gence, obstacles which appear insuperable exeept by
a miracle. Let me cite a single example. There

was a young man of slender fortune and education,

who, in consequence of a fall, became completely

paralyzed in eveiy limb, and so continued for many
years, until his death. Yet this poor, helpless para-

lytic, by dint of will and perseverance, learned to

write, to draw, and to paint, holding the appropriate

instruments between his lips and teeth, and with

them manipulating (if I may be allowed the ex-

pression) in a most marvellous fashion. Let us all

learn from this singular example the wisdom of pa-

tience and the power of well directed industry, and.

if we have been denied certain faculties by Nature,

let us endeavor to compensate for the want of them,

by a diligent cultivation of those we possess.

After what has been said it may seem almost

superfluous to urge and admonish you to take ad-

vantage of every occasion of clinical instruction

which occurs during your pupilage, whether in the

wards of the hospitals during the summer, in their

amphitheatres during the winter, in the dispensary

services and clinics of the University, and in the

practice of your private preceptors.

Whatever else you cultivate, pay especial atten-

tion to clinical medicine, remembering that for the

greater number among you, your brief sojourn in

the city will afford you the only opportunity you may
ever enjoy of being properly instructed in this one

indispensable branch of a medical education. Lose

not one of the golden moments appropriated to its

culture—they can never be recalled.

Gastric Juice as a Solvent.

The successful experiment of Prof. Lussana, of

Lombardy, who recently destroyed an ulcerating

tumor, of supposed cancerous nature, by means of

gastric juice, has been spoken of in the Practitioner

and other medical journals as something remarkable

and novel. So far from this being a new discovery

we can refer toja work published anonymously in

London in 1818 on chiropody in which gastric juice

is recommended as a solvent or discutient applica-

tion to warts and corns. Thus again does one of

the novelties of science prove to be an ancient idea

revived.



274 Communications

.

[Vol. xxL

Communications.

THE LONG TUBE IN INTESTINAL OB-
STRUCTIONS.

By Thomas Hay, M. D.,

Of Philadelphia

Remedies recommended for the relief and

cure of disease are sometimes neglected from

theories advanced in opposition to their feasi-

ble application and utility. But the practical

use of a remedy affords the true way of ascer-

taining its value, and when well recommended,
it should not be discarded unless it has been
fairly tried.

The use of the long tube in intestinal affec-

tions was recommended more than thirty years

ago by a practical observer, and it was then

shown that the tube could be passed upward

into the colon, and that the views relating to

the danger involved were erroneous.*

This instrument has since found occasional

favor in the treatment of intestinal obstruction,

but the different opinions urged against its

practical and harmless employment have

tended to keep its advantages in obscurity,

and partly account for the neglect which it

has received. Itsseems that the principal ob-

jection made to it is a supposed impossibility

of safely passing the tube upward into the

colon. This is attributed to one or all of sev-

eral reasons, which must be known to those

who have given any attention to the subject.

By some, it is denied that the tube may be

passed eighteen or twenty inches upward into

the intestine
;
by others it is said it may be

passed, but that it must be in the hands of a

skilful surgeon; again, it is urged that the

tube will bend upon itself at some point about

the promontory of the sacrum, and its end will

turn downward toward the anus
;
or, when

the tube arrives at the seat of the obstruction,

there is danger that it will rupture the in-

named or gangrenous tissues, and enter into

the peritoneal cavity.

In reply to these views it may be shown,

that if the necessary care is taken, the tube

properly selected, and the forcing pump about

to be described is employed, the tube may be

* New Views on the Process of Defecation, &c, By-

James O'Beime, M. D., in the Medico-chirurgical Re-
view, No. XXX VII, London, 1833, p. 1, et seq. And On
the Primary Causes of Strangulation, ana on an Im-
proved Mode of performing the Taxis, in Cases of Intes-

tinal Remise. By James O'Beime, M. D., Dublin, in the

British and Foreign Medical Beview, No. XII, London,

838, p. 558, et seq.

introduced to the distance of twenty inches \

through the sigmoid flexure of the colon, or to

the seat of the obstruction, with little, if any
difficulty, and without the uncertainty or dan-

ger that is supposed to attend the procedure.

If the tube should bend upon itself, it would
not be possible to throw six or eight pints of

liquid into the bowels with the forcing pump,
without its escape through the anus during the

process of injecting; for the pressure upon
the sphincter ani, and distention of the rec-

tum would be so great that the tenesmus
would be intolerable. Even in the absence of

other evidence, this should be sufficient to

show that it may be passed the required dis-

tance without bending upon itself.

Doubtless, if it should be attempted to in-

troduce the tube into the intestine without re-

gard to the seat of the obstruction and stage

of the malady, and the operator expected

to cause it to ascend by main force, he would

not only be disappointed, but serious injury

would be inflicted if the patient should submit

to the suffering that such an undertaking

would induce.

Unless it is by inflation, there appears to be

no recognized plan of active treatment in in-

testinal obstruction, which carries with it any
small average of favorable results.

When this remedy fails, or is not suitable
y

the only resource usually had, is to useless in-

jections given in the common way. In either

event, if resolution does not occur,-the patient

must rely upon anodynes or sedatives, and go
through a protracted and painful illness, and
perhaps withstand the exhaustion incident to

mortification and sloughing, or it may be,

undergo an operation, which even if success-

ful, leaves him in a condition disgusting and
loathsome to himself.

Injections of liquid invariably fail from the

inadequate means employed. As they are

usually given, the rectum is first filled and dis-

tended, and the fluid rising from below up-

ward, soon causes so much pressure and

distention in this bowel that the procedure

cannot be continued, and a comparatively

small and inefficient quantity thus being used,

the liquid must be confined to a low level in

the intestine. Administered in this way, in-

jections are seldom of avail, and from the

annoyance and inconvenience to which ihe.

patient is subjected, their use should be dis-

carded in the treatment of intestinal obstruc-

tion.

Inflation dates back to Hippocrates, and al-
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though discountenanced and even ridiculed, it

has been more or less generally employed, and

at the present day, no one would allow the

opportunity to relieve an intussusception

pass by without trying it. In the cases in

which it is applicable its use is attended with

more success than the injections of liquid that

are usually given. But inflation is painful and

tedious, and to a certain extent the objections

to liquids as commonly administered, apply to

it, and its use should be limited to those rare

instances in which there may be some hope
of cure after the injections given with the long

tube and forcing pump have failed.

When the long tube and forcing pump are

employed, however, liquid enemata offer ad-

vantages that are not to be had by the com-

mon way of injecting or inflation. Among
the important considerations in favor of this

method, is its wide range of application ; its

facility of effecting the maximum degree of

distention ; its power of exerting more effectual

pressure ; and its immunity from causing pain

to the patient.

The distention of the rectum and pressure

upon the sphincter ani are obviated by this

procedure, and the retention of the large

quantity of liquid that is usually required is

secured. By this method the liquid is thrown
far upward into the bowels ; each downward
stroke of the piston sends the stream of fluid

considerably in advance of the end of the

tube, and the intestine is filled from a very

high point in its course downward toward the

rectum. In this way more equable and effect-

ual distention of the upper bowels, as well as

upward pressure, are attained, and the down-

ward flow of the liquid being easy of regula-

tion, the enema is longer retained than when
the common anal piece and syringe are em-

ployed.

Unless the obstruction is in the lower part

of the large intestine, the rectum need not re-

ceive any of the fluid, until by peristalsis it

gradually descends and enters this bowel pre-

vious to its evacuation.

The liquid being thrown high upward into

the bowels is often brought in immediate con-

tact with the obstruction, and early in the

process of injecting, distention and pressure

begin, and they are steadily increased by each

homeward stroke of the piston until the ob-

struction is overcome, or the intestine yields

to its fullest extent.

All the benefit may sometimes be obtained

by a comparatively small enema, and the

lower part of the large intestine being kept
empty, any impediment that might arise from
distention of the rectum is obviated. Even
when it may be necessary to administer large

distensive injections, all the advantages are

usually had, without the necessity of filling

the bowels to such an extent as to distend the

rectum.

These injections are well borne, and great

distention of the bowels may be obtained

without being complained of by the patient.

In those cases in which it is necessary to fill

the rectum, as, when the lower part of the

large intestine is obstructed, they are more
effectual, and occasion less pain than when
the bowels are injected from below upward.

The application of this remedy causes no
pain to the patient, and if the obstruction is

not successfully removed by its first use, the

patient offers no remonstrance to its repeti-

tion.

The liquid may be injected in this manner
to the full length of the large intestine ; and
I can hardly doubt that in some cases, in

which I used this treatment, a portion of the

fluid passed into and distended the small in-

testine.

But whatever may be the real fact with re-

gard to the small intestine, the efficacy of this

treatment for removing obstructions of the

large intestine cannot be affected by it.

In cases of obstruction of the large intes-

tine, the injection of liquid by means of the

long tube and forcing pump will seldom fail

of success ; and in view of the uncertainty

which often obscures the situation and nature

of intestinal obstruction, there is no good rea-

son to reject this feasible and harmless pro-

cedure, which may prove effectual, even if the

obstruction is supposed to be beyond its in-

fluence.

Other treatment may be associated with it,

or it may be discontinued and different means
adopted ; no injury having resulted to the pa-

tient from its use.

In cases of obstruction from an accumula-

tion of impacted feces, the formation of solid

concretions, intussusception, and torsion of

the bowels, this remedy is invaluable ; and in

uncertain cases it may be successfully em-

ployed.

The most frequent, although least danger-

ous form of obstruction, is that which arises

from an accumulation of impacted feces. This

obstruction, as well as that arising from solid

concretions is protracted and painful; but by
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the treatment now recommended, very great

and early relief will be given, and the affection

cut short in its progress.

Obstruction from intussusception is frequent

and fatal. In fatal cases intussusception is the

most frequent cause. From a comparison of

600 necropsies of obstruction, Dr. Brinton
concludes that 43 per cent, of the deaths are

caused by intussusception, and that the varie-

ties of intussusception have to each other the

following proportionate frequency : Ileo-ceecal,

56 per cent.
;
iliac, 28 per cent.

;
jejunal, 4 per

cent.
;
colic, 12 per cent.*

If these conclusions are correct, this means
of treatment will be found to lessen the mor-

tality from that cause. The degree of disten-

tion and upward pressure that may be pro-

duced by this treatment in cases of intussus-

ception at the ileo-csecal valve, and in the colon

will, in many instances, effect a speedy cure.

Obstruction from torsion of the bowels, is

no less affected by this procedure. Perhaps
two-thirds of the fatal cases from this cause

are in the large intestine, and the most fre-

quent seat is the sigmoid flexure of the colon.

This variety offers no impediment to the

effectual action of the remedy, and in all in-

stances, both of torsion and intussusception,

it should be thoroughly tried, rather than trust

to a cure by the usual remedies; nature, or

the knife.

In strangulation, caused by the passage of

the bowel through some abnormal opening,

as through a rent in the mesentery, meso-
colon, or omentum, this treatment |will alter

the relations of the abdominal contents, and
may facilitate the reduction of the tumor.

When the bowels are to be emptied in ob-

structed irreducible and strangulated hernia,

this procedure should always be employed in

preference to the common way of injecting.

In obstinate constipation, with or without

evidence of obstruction, this remedy affords a
valuable means of relief; and in colic, purga-

tive or anodyne enemata administered through
the long tube, are more effectual than when
the common syringe is employed.

In all cases the remedy should be resorted

to as early in the attack as possible, and re-

peated according to the urgency of the symp-
toms.

The quantity of liquid injected need not be
larger than six or eight pints, unless the ob-

* Intestinal Obstruction. By William Brinton, M. D.,

Edited by Thomas Buzzard, M. D.
;
Lond., London, 1867,

p. 88.

struction should not yield, or its situation

point to the small intestine, when the greatest

quantity possible to be retained should be ad-

ministered.

The injection should be retained as long as

it can be borne, and in the meantime the

abdomen should be manipulated. After one-

half of the liquid intended for a single injection

is thrown up, it is also a good plan to manipu-

late the abdomen before the remainder is

injected.

The essential qualities of the liquid may
have great bearing in a case

;
but, whether it

is a common enema of water, tobacco, opium,

belladonna, or turpentine that is to be admin-

istered, the long tube and forcing pump supply

the only adequate means by which success may
be attained ; and no doubt inflation would be

more efficient, and less painful than it usually

is, if the air were injected through the long

tube.

Of the liquids that may be used, oil of tur-

pentine mixed with the yolk of eggs, and
thoroughly incorporated with water, supplies

an enema possessing advantages which give it

a preference for general purposes. A liquid

prepared from one-half to two ounces of the

oil of turpentine, the yolk of an egg, three

ounces of olive oil, and the requisite water,

will be found efficacious for general use. This
form of injection seems to maintain peristalsis

in a condition favorable to promote cure

;

neither exalting it to excess, nor depressing it.

It relaxes spasm, soothingly stimulates the

intestines, promotes easy and free evacuations,

without tenesmus, and gently stimulates the

system. In the largest quantity it may be
retained from fifteen to thirty minutes, and in

some instances even longer.

As already intimated this procedure involves

the introduction of the long tube upward into

the intestine, through the sigmoid flexure of

the colon, or to the seat of the obstruction,

and the injection of a properly selected liquid,

with the forcing pump. To accomplish this,

the tube must possess certain qualities, the

proper instrument must be employed to throw

up the liquid, and some necessary points in the

manipulation must be observed.

Having used this treatment in many cases,

I shall describe the apparatus which I have
employed for several years past, and shall

refer to the points in the manipulation which
must be observed in the introduction of the

tube.
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The apparatus combines all the require-

ments necessary for the proper administration

of these injections, and may also be employed

as a stomach pump. It is packed in a neat and

portable case, which contains the long tube

for the rectum, the spring lever forcing pump,
stomach, and accessory tubes, and other appli-

ances, as shown in the accompanying illustra-

tion, and may be purchased from Mr. Gemrig,

No. 109 South 8th St., in this city.

The tube is twenty inches long, exclusive of 1

the brass mounting at the lower end for attach-

ment to the pump, three-eighths of an inch in

diameter, and of such a degree of flexibility

that it will conform to the course of the intes-

tine by the heat of the body. It should com-

bine with its flexibility a certain degree of

stiffness, and have the upper end bulbous, with

the opening at the point, and not at the side.

The bulbous end should not be disproportion-

ately large, compared with the diameter of the

body of the tube.

Many of the tubes now made are larger at

the bulbous end than convenience or necessity

seem to require.

The pump is made of brass, of about four

ounces capacity, with a small tube at the end,

and one at the side. The communication be-

tween either of the tubes and the chamber of

the pump, is controlled by a stop-cock arrange-

ment, which is moved by a spring lever at-

tached to the side of the instrument. The
small tubes at the end and side of the pump
are for the attachment of the long, and one of

the accessory tubes. The accessory tubes are

simply for the convenience of filling the pump
from the basin which contains the liquid to

be injected.

When the long tube is introduced to the ne-

cessary height, and one of the accessory tubes

is placed into the liquid, and the attachments

are made, the injection can be administered

without changing the arrangement, or any in-

terruption in the process.

Previous to introducing the tube it should

be well soaped and oiled, for otherwise it will

be arrested in its passage upward, either by

the bowel or sphincter ani.

With the patient lying on his back, the

thighs abducted and semi-flexed upon the ab-

domen, and the shoulders elevated on pillows,

the tube is introduced into the anus and passed

upward, with the point directed backward

and toward the left, until it reaches the pro-

montory of the sacrum, where it is usually

arrested, when it should be drawn backward

an inch or two, and while it is firmly pressed

against the posterior margin of the anus it is

again passed forward, and readily ascends be-

yond this point. Gentle, but firm forward

pressure is then kept up until it is passed its

full length, or meets with some point which

opposes its ascent. This usually happens

when it reaches the sigmoid flexure of the

colon. The tube is then withdrawn as before,

and pressed forward. This may be repeated,

it necessary, in rapid and quick succession,

and, if it is still opposed in its ascent, the tube

is attached to the pump and again withdrawn

a short distance, and as it is passed forward,

three or four ounces of the liquid are thrown

up, with gentle, but firm force. More than

one or two efforts are seldom required to pass

the tube beyond the promontory of the sac-
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rum ; nor is it any more difficult to unfold the

convolution of the sigmoid flexure of the

colon, or dislodge any mucous folds of the in-

testine. The promontory of the sacrum and

lower part of the sigmoid flexure of the colon,

are about the only points at which the ascent

of the tube is opposed ; but if any other pre-

sents itself, the same manipulation will over-

come it, and the tube may be passed its full

length, or to the seat of the obstruction.

Before the tube is introduced the situation

of the obstruction should be ascertained when-

ever it is possible, and in no instance should

attempts be made to pass the tube through it.

Such efforts, even if successful, would not assist

the treatment, but only do harm. "When its

situation cannot be accurately ascertained be-

forehand, and it is within the reach of the

tube, the degree of resistance and the peculiar

sensation communicated to the hand through

the tube, when it is manipulated as directed,

will always enable the careful observer to re-

cognize the real obstruction from the ordinary

obstacles which oppose its ascent.

When the tube comes in contact with the

obstruction, or presses against the side of the

intestine, and the piston of the pump is rapidly

pressed downward, and allowed to ascend sud-

denly, the patient suffers pain, and the opera-

tor feels a sensation of compression and
expansion of the liquid within the cylinder of

the pump. In such case, the tube should be

withdrawn a short distance, or turned on its

axis, when the extremity will be freed, and the

fluid allowed to ascend, unless the obstruction

has been reached. In the latter event, the

piston will be moved with less freedom, and if

the tube is further withdrawn to allow the fluid

to be injected, the bowel about the obstruction

will be distended, and if the obstruction

should not be previously removed, the fluid

will descend in the intestine.

Before the liquid is thrown up, it is advisa-

ble to permit any flatus or fluid feces to escape.

The liquid should then be injected slowly and
regularly, but the piston should be pushed
downward with sufficient force to overcome the

slighter impediments of fecal matter, and to

unfold and dislodge any mucous folds of the

intestine.

The entire operation is simple and can be
accomplished in less time than it occupies to

describe it, but it is to be remembered that

each step must be conducted gently and no vio-

lent force used, otherwise the end aimed at will

be defeated, and unhappy results will follow.

If these directions are observed in the intro-

duction of the tube, it maybe safely and easily

passed to the necessary height.

In conclusion, I desire to refer to two cases

of obstruction, which resisted the usual reme-

dies and steadily increased in severity, but

were speedily cured by this treatment.

Case 1. A gentleman, aged 52 years, of pre-

viously constipated habit, on the 24th day of

March, 1866, experienced severe pain in the

abdomen, which was accompanied with posi-

tive constipation. On the fifth day of his ill-

ness I saw him, and found a distinct and well

defined tumor in the right iliac region, which,

was oblong, and about three inches in length

by two and a half in breadth and depth. The
tumor was hard, and to some extent movable.

The abdomen was tympanitic and painful-

Pressure over the region of the tumor gave

increased pain. The usual remedies were ad-

ministered without relief. On the third day

of my attendance—the eighth day of his ill-

ness—the abdomen becoming more distended,

the pain increasing, with thirst and nausea \

tongue rather dry; pulse frequent and feeble,

and the patient refusing all nourishment ; the

long tube was introduced its full length into

the intestine, and about six pints of the tur-

pentine liquid were injected. The injection

was retained about twenty minutes, when a

portion of the fluid and some fecal matter

were evacuated. During the day he had two

more motions, which contained some lumpy

feces. The patient had a comparatively quiet

and comfortable night. The next morning

the tumor was still distinctly felt, and appa-

rently little diminished in size, but it was

softer, and pressure upon it caused less pain.

The symptoms of the previous day were miti-

gated, but the distress of the patient was still

great, and the remedy was repeated. The
turpentine liquid was injected through the

tube, introduced to the same distance, as on

the first occasion. By evening the patient

had several copious evacuations and very de-

cided relief. Each evacuation contained hard

lumps of broken down fecal matter. The
tumor was greatly diminished in size, and

from this day forward rapid recovery followed.

By the subsequent aid of a pill of compound

extract of colocynth, extract of nux vomica,

and extract of hyoscyamus, given at bed time,

the bowels were moved daily, and in a few

days the tumor entirely disappeared. The
gentleman is now living and in good health.

Case 2. George A
,
aged 23 years, was
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jddenly taken very ill 011 the 25th day of

Lpril, 1869, with violent pain in the right

ypogastric and iliac regions, followed on the

econd day by vomiting, which in a few hours

'lecame fecal. Although all the usual reme-

dies except inflation had been faithfully em-

ployed, his condition became aggravated

Vithout any relief to the distressing symptoms.

I On the fifth day of his illness everything

ndicated approaching dissolution, and he was

n the following condition : Abdomen tense

md painful, with an indistinct tumor in the

•ight hypogastric and iliac regions, tongue dry,

Dulse weak and irregular, vomiting of fecal

natter at intervals of from twenty to thirty

ninutes, extremities cool, and the skin clammy..

At 9 o'clock, A. M., on this, the fifth day of

ais suffering, I saw the patient with Drs.

Shoemaker and Scholfield, and with the

consent of these gentlemen, the long tube was

introduced twenty inches upward into the

intestine, and about six pints of the turpentine

liquid were injected- The enema was retained

fifteen or twenty minutes, and then came away

with some fluid feces mixed with it.

The patient's condition was unchanged by

the remedy, and at 1 o'clock in the afternoon

the tube was again introduced its full length,

as in the morning, and about eight pints of the

turpentine liquid were injected. Suddenly,

while manipulating that portion of the abdo-

men where the tumor seemed to exist, the

bowel started and slipped away from under the

fingers, and from that moment the vomiting

and acute pain ceased. In twenty or thirty

minutes the bowels moved and fluid feces and

some softened, lumpy matter were passed.

; During the afternoon there were two or three

1 copious motions of a like character, and in the

evening the patient, who had not taken any

nourishment for five days, ate as heartily as he

was allowed. Under the care of Dr Shoe-

maker he made a rapid recovery.

This may perhaps be said to have been a

case of hernia. It was carefully examined in

this respect, and I have lately seen the patient,

and there can be no doubt that it wa* a case

of ileo-csecal intussusception.

As the result of the cases in which I have

used this treatment, it may be safely said that

the introduction of the long tube twenty inches

upward into the intestine, through the sigmoid

flexure of the colon, is a feasible and harmless

operation, and that many cases of obstruction

may be speedily cured, and protracted suffer-

ing and even death may not infrequently be

averted by the use of liquid injections admin-

istered with the long tube and forcing pump.

1208 Vine St., Philadelphia.

Medical Societies.

covington and newport, ky., medi-

cal society.

October 12, 1869.

(Reported by Dr. J. W. Hadlock.)

This flourishing society meets on the evening of

the second Tuesday in each month. Its meetings

are characterised by interest and ability. Papers

from time to time are read on various medical and

scientific subjects, cases reported and discussed, and

in short, every subject calculated to improve and ad-

vance the interest of science and the members of the

society, is investigated. At every meeting (which

is usually held at the residence of some one of the

members,) an elegant supper is served up, which ele-

vates the spirits, and makes glad the heart of the

thirsty M. D.
Ergot.

On the evening of the above date, Dr. Jontf T»

Wise read an able and interesting paper on the use

of ergot as a parturient. He said that he was so

fully convinced of its efficacy in those cases, that he

would not know how to get along without it. That

from its use in a practice of more than twenty years

he gave it, expecting the peculiar results of its action

with as much confidence as he expected to allay

pain by the administration of morphine. He had

never seen any unpleasant effects either to mother

or child, follow its administration. Notwithstand-

ing, on one occasion he was urged by an English

midwife not to give it, as English physicians said

that no child could possibly be born" alive where er-

got was given.

Dr. W. referred to a number of interesting cases

which had occurred in his practice, where he had

used the ergot, and he now looked back over an ex-

tensive field ofobstetric practice, with feelings of satis-

faction that he had so often used ergot with so much

benefit and advantage to his patients. He felt cer-

tain that he had seen labor pains increase in frequen-

cy, and force from its use, and many difficult and

tedious labors facilitated and brought to a happy and

speedy termination.

Following the recommendations of authors, he

had in the last few years used it in hemorrhages after

abortions, and to check excessive leucorrhceal dis-

charges, in both of which it had given entire satis-

faction. Some of the best authors recommend giving

ergot just before delivery, with the explanation that

it facilitated the expulsion of the placenta. If it acts

on the womb in one case, why not in all cases ? He

had often given it before birth when there was a
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predisposition to hemorrhage, after the birth of the
child, and always with the happiest effect.

-Ergot had been highly extolled as a remedy in
gonorrhoea, gleet, etc., but he had never used it in
those diseases, and could not, therefore, speak of its

value.

^

The above paper gave rise to an animated discus-
sion in which a number of the gentlemen present
participated. Some objected to claiming any ben-
efit from the administration of ergot in obstetrics,
on the ground that every obstetrical case had its

own history, and they had often seen the same
results follow the giving of ginger tea, whiskey,
morphine, or in fact any stimulant, that is claimed
for ergot, and that in those cases where it was
claimed ergot had facilitated labor, that it was a
mere accident and any stimulant would have pro-
duced the same result.

There was present Professor W. B. Weight,
so long a teacher of Obstetrics in the Ohio Medical
College, and whose age and experience entitle his
opinions to more than ordinary consideration ; who
took decided grounds against the use and efficacy
of ergot as a parturient, and controverted every
claim made for it. He took the positive position
that it had no influence over the womb to cause the
contraction of that organ, and that where it had
been experimented with on dogs, pigs, cats, etc.,
and caused abortions, that the uterus had expelled
the foetus, as a foreign body, after it had been de-
stroyed by the ergot.

[Vol, XXI

CINCINNATI ACADEMY OF MEDICINE.
October 18th, 1869.

ACEPHALOUS ECETUS.
(Reported by Dr. Hadlock.)

Professor John H. Tate presented to the Aca-
demy an acephalous monster of about eight months.
The mother gave the following history of her case :

About the fourth month of pregnancy, while at-
tending a camp-meeting, horses, hitched to a wagon
near where she was standing, took fright and
ran close by her, when she became very badly
frightened and started to run, and a large dog ran
after her and jumped upon or against her in such a
manner as to very much increase her fright. After
her recovery she got along very well, and was taken
in labor at the end of the eighth month of pregnancy,
"when she gave birth to the specimen before you.

Dr. Bramble and others (of the section of anato-
my) have carefully dissected the spine and cranium,
and find evidence of a peculiar arrest of develop-
ment.

The arches of the vertebra of the superior portion
of the spinal column are wanting or imperfectly de-
veloped, having an opening or slit into the spinal
canal posteriorly.

The cranium presented a peculiar appearance in
consequence of an apparent deficiency in the bones

bounding it above and behind. This portion was
almost perfectly flat, running in a right line from a

little above the eyes to the spinal column. On more
minute examination and dissection the following
abnormal conditions were observed.

The vertebras from the first cervical to the seventh
dorsal were imperfect, the arches being wanting in
whole or in part, the deficiency increasing from be-
low upwards, until at the upper part of the cervical
portion there were only mere rudiments, and these
projecting latterly instead of converging toward the
median line; this lateral direction becoming more
and more marked as the superior extremity was
approached.

The spinal marrow began at the eighth dorsal
vertebra, there being no nerve substance above this
point

;
the membranes, however, continued up to

the cranium.

The basilar process and condyles of the occiput
were about the usual size, but there was no develop-
ment of the expanded portion.

The parietal bones were very small, thick and
quite flat, not at all concave and scarcely to be re-
cognized, except by their position. The superior
portion of the frontal bones were wanting, and the
only portion of it present was the orbital plates, and
a rim just sufficient to bound the orbit. The tem-
poral, sphenoid, ethmoid, and bones of the face
were about normal.

Most of the cranial nerves were visible in their
natural position, but their origins were wanting, as
there was no brain for them to arise from, nor was
there any cavity to contain it, the bones of the su-
perior posterior portions of the skull being so small
and flat that they lay in contact with the superior
surface of the base.

It will be observed that the bones containing the
organs of special sense, temporal, ethmoid, anterior
inferior portion of frontal, and bones of the face,
were fully developed, and these organs seemed to
be natural in size and general appearance, the nerves
passing to them in the regular normal way, but hav-
ing no origin in any nervous centre, for, as before
stated, there was no brain, and no cavity to contain
one. There was nothing to indicate that the mis-
sing parts were formed and afterwards absorbed, but
everything went to show that it was a case of arrested
development.

The specimen is interesting as showing the form-
ation and growth of nerves and the organs of spe-
cial sense without corresponding development of
the nervous centre necessary for the performance of
their functions.

There are two theories in regard to the condition
of things found in this specimen—one is, an arrest
of development from some cause or other generally
not known. The other is, an arachnitis followed by
effusion, and that in consequence of the pressure
caused by the presence of the liquid, there had taken
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place an absorption of the already developed brain,

and a subsequent collapse of the vault of the cra-

nium.
l0r
fiv Erysipelas from the Application of Coal Oil.

Dr. Miller (of this city) reported a case of a fe-

male patient, who was troubled with bronchitis.

She had, at the suggestion of a friend, applied coal

toiZ over the chest as a counter-irritant, which was

^proving to be worse than the disease.

my

Nov. 6, 1 869.

J
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The application of the oil had caused a very ex-

tensive erysipelatous inflammation, which was ex-

tending over the whole anterior part of the body and
upwards to the face. He had never known such

effects to follow the application of the coal oil be-

fore, and had spoken to a number of old practition-

ers in reference to the case, but they had not met
with anything similar in their practice. What the

termination of the case may be remains to be seen,.

Editorial Department.

Periscope.

Staphyloraphy.
In a report on this subject to the Illinois State Med-

ical Society, Dr. Moses Gunn, of Chicago, gives some

interesting statistics. He says :

Prof. Mussey, of Cincinnati, reports four opera-

tions, all on the soft palate. In one case, the patient

'attained perfect articulation; in another there was

improvement ; two were lost sight of.

Prof. Goldsmith, now of Vermont, reports seven

operations, six of which were upon the velum, and

one upon the entire palate ; there was improvement

in speech in five.

Prof. Hodgen, of St. Louis, reports three opera-

tions ; one on complete fissure, and two on fissure of

velum only. In one of the latter two there was de-

cided improvement. In the first case mentioned, an

obturator was being fitted at the time of writing.

Prof. Miner, of Buffalo, reports three operations,

two for incomplete, and one for complete, fissure.

In the latter, an obturator was used. Result—de-

cided improvement in one case.

Prof. Marker, of New York, reports two opera-

tions, one of which was for congenital, and one for

traumatic, fissure. In the congenital case, there

was very slight improvement, while in the traumatic

case, there was a perfect restoration of speech. These

two cases are especially interesting and instructive,

illustrating, as they do, the difference between the

recovery of a temporarily lost power and the acquir-

ing of an entirely new art, after maturity, and, at

best, with but an imperfect organ.

Prof. Gross writes :—" I do not think that the

speech ever improves very greatly after the opera-

tion, however successful. This, certainly, has been

the result of my own experience, notwithstanding

the pains which most of my patients have taken to

educate themselves in articulation."

Prof. Parker has operated four times, in all in-

stances, for fissure ofvelum only. He writes :
—" In

each case I was very much disappointed in the re-

sult upon articulation. There was no decided im-
provement. My disappointment was so great as

regards improvement in speech that for many years

I have refused to operate."

Your reporter can from his own experience enume-
rate only three successful operations, and honesty

compels him to acknowledge that those were of no
benefit to speech.

A little reflection on the subject will enable us to

see why so small rewards should attend, or rather

follow upon, this operation. The operation requires

for its performance the cooperation of the patient

;

this is inconsistent with either an anaesthetic condi-

tion or that lack of courage and endurance which, as

a general rule, characterizes childhood. Consequent-

ly, we are compelled to postpone surgical interference

till about the period of dawning maturity. And,
now, after a successful operation, at this late period,

the poor unfortunate attempts to learn a new and
really difficult art, and that, too, with an imperfect

apparatus—a machine imperfect in one of its im-

portant constituents. The difficulties which attend

his efforts, and which he must overcome, may be
faintly appreciated when, after maturity, we attempt

to articulate a new language, or correct, here and
there, in our native tongue, a long-practised habit of

incorrect pronunciation. The German, however in-

tellectual by nature or cultivated by study he may
be, finds it almost impossible to articulate some of

the sounds of our language, as, for instance, the

sound of th, while the American finds it equally

difficult to express correctly the gutterals of the

German. Add to these well-known difficulties a

habit grown and matured with the individual of

misarticulating each and every articulate element of

a language
;
consider, also, that his machinery for

articulation, though materially improved by the

operation, is still far from perfect ; remember how
small is the proportion of really tractable or persever-

ing men, and we shall cease to wonder at the small

number who, after this operation, ever attain fair

powers of articulation. As a merely surgical pro-

cedure, staphyloraphy is a feasable operation
; but
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as to its rewards, a reasonable doubt may yet be en-

tertained.

A Case of Abortion.

The following sad case is recorded by Dr. Heise
of Joliet, Ills., in the Transactions Illinois State

Medical Society. Would that it might prove a warn-
ing to others :

Mrs. A., aged 20, primipara. Dr. Heise was asked
to visit this case in consultation with Dr. Bacon, of

Lockport. Patient had been 24 hours in strong

labor, with no progress. Dr. B. stated that he had
not been able to ascertain the presentation, as he
could not introduce the finger into the vagina. Dr.
H., attempting an examination, found the canal

completely occluded by a tense, firm membrane,
about one-third of an inch from its external orifice.

There was a small opening, sufficient to admit a good-
sized probe, at the upper or pubic part of this mem-
brane, but no justifiable force could make way for

the finger. Through this opening the waters had
discharged some 10 or 12 horns previously, since

which time the patient had been in strong labor,

with constant expulsive pains. The husband being-

asked if he had ever had complete connection with
his wife, replied that " he had," but on being ques-

tioned closer, stated that he " had some time ago,

but not recently." On being pressed for his know-
ledge of any cause for her present condition, he
acknowledged that he had been married only about
two months, that he had had sexual intercourse with
his wife some time previous to their marriage, that
finding herself enceinte, they had procured the servi-

ces of an abortionist, who had operated upon her
for 15 minutes with a wire, and pronounced the
operation complete ; that after this operation she was
sick and confined to her bed for six week, purulent
and bloody discharges taking place from the vagina.
Inasmuch as the passage of a probe through the

orifice in the membrane showed a cavity beyond it,

Dr. H. hoped it might be the only obstruction. On
dividing it, however, he found still others, in the
form of fibrous bands, stretching obliquely across
the vaginal canal, interlacing with each other, the
whole length of the vagina, and very firm and strong.

Carefully dividing these, the fcelal head was plainly
felt in the first position, and the patient was soon
delivered of a healthy child. Severe inflammation
of the vagina, womb, and peritoneum supervened,
and she died on the ninth or tenth day thereafter.

Enlargements of the Viscera in Hickets.
Dr. Dickinson- r< a 1 to the Royal Medical OMrur-

gical Society, recently, a paper on this subject. He
says :

Certain organs of rickety children, particularly

the liver, spleen, and absorbent glands, are apt to
become altered in a manner somewhat analogous to
the change which occurs in the bones. The liver

increases in size so as to project palpably below tl

ribs. It becomes dense, elastic and pale. The mo
striking change in its structure is a morbid develo]

ment of the portal fibrous tissue, which is ofte

evident to the naked eye, circumscribing each lobuL
The spleen undergoes in some cases an enormoi
increase, forming a hard tumor under the walls <j

j

the belly, which may reach from the diaphragm
the pelvis. It becomes hard and dense, and has
purple color, sometimes mottled wtth buff, o
which the white Malpighian corpuscles conspicuousl

show. These changes are due partly to a swelliii

of the delicate reticulum in which the splenic pul
is immediately contained, and partly to an increas

in the cellular and corpuscular contents of th

meshes. The latter change, however, is not alwaj
present, since the corpuscles m some cases becom
atrophied, the spleen then being hard, but not neces

sarily increased in bulk. The absorbent glands ar
often considerably enlarged, owing to an increase i

I their cellular and corpuscular contents. The kid

I
neys become enlarged and pale, owing to an increas
of the epithelium in their convoluted tubes. None c

the organs affected as described give any reactioi

with iodine. The change in the viscera is due no
to the presence of any formation foreign to thei

structure, but to an irregular hypertrophy whicl

alters the natural proportion of their tissues. Tht
epithelial and corpuscular element is generally in

creased, while in the liver the capsule of Glisson, an(
in the spleen the trabecular tissue, are abnormal!
developed. It appeal's (so far as an analysis of th<

spleen can be taken as a guide to the general con
dition) that in the viscera, as in bones, there is i

deficiency of earthy salts. The condition of viscen
which has been described belongs especially to th<

first four years of life. It usually occurs in connec
tion with the external signs of rickets, though some'
times the visceral precede the osseous changes ; anc
it not seldom happens that the visceral change maj
be extreme when the modification in the skeleton i:

but slight. The rickety state of the viscera, like the

alteration in the texture of the bones, is transient in

its nature. Under favorable circumstances the af-

fected organs have a strong tendency to recover)-,

and, even when swollen to the utmost, will occasion-

ally return to their natural dimensions. The change
in the viscera appears to interfere comparatively
little with their functions. The swelling of the

spleen, indeed, when considerable, is often accom^
panied by much ansemia, but the change in theliveij

is unaccompanied either by ascites or jaundice, and
though the kidneys may be decidedly enlarged thej

urine remains free from albumen. When the vis-

ceral change has taken place to a considerable extent,
the child is usually emaciated and anaemic, and is

especially liable to be attacked by the diarrhoea,

bronchitis, or pneumonia to which rickety children
are prone. These affections constitute the chief
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\
1

dangers to which it is exposed. The treatment found

a
1 to he beneficial is that ordinarily called for in cases

I '

.pf rickets. The diet should he nutritious and care-

l

f fully adjusted, consisting of milk, beef-tea, meat, and

ljl
1 wine, according to the age and state of the patient,

\
» while medicinally cod-liver oil is a prime necessity,

18 '.and iron and quinine seldom fail to be advantageous.

Jl The rickety change which has been described diners

* i both pathologically and clinically from the lardaceous

1 or amyloid change on the one hand, and on the

* * other from the enlargement of the spleen and ab-

ffi
i sorbent glands which has been associated with the

P«
11 name of Hodgkin.

a s .

The Perils of Fashion.

! The Lancet inveighs in the following good set terms

°
,-against one of the follies of modern fashion :

3

There is little need for wonder at the almost
1

fierce contempt with which young men whose char-

l

acters are at all above the lowest grades of conven-

'

tional inanity regard the average "girl of the

[
period." It cannot be denied that there is a signifi-

I cant correspondence between the aesthetic hideous-

]
ness and the degrading effects on physical health

f

ivhich are produced by the tight stays and crippling
5

boots, and a certain mental and moral tone in female

J
society of the present day, which is no less surpris-

ing than it is repulsive. The whole dress and car-
1

Tiage of our fashionable women, for several years

J
past, has been modeling itself, with less and less

concealment, upon the ideal tarnished by Parisian

! lorettes of the consumptive Traviata type. It is

]
not our business to set up as moral censors. But

''

we may be excused if, for once in a way, we find it

''

impossible to ignore the logical though repulsive

J
consistency of the grandes dames and citizenesses

j who are willing to spoil their lungs and their diges-

j

tions, and endanger their chances of happy materni-

"

ty, for the sake of a wasp waist ; to talk slang close-

f

ly verging on indecency, for the sake of the tenth

(1

part of a chance of catching a husband ;
and. to

. simper and leer at the indecencies of a Grande
'

Duchesse de GeroMein, in order 'to escape the

'

dreaded imputation of a deficiency in chic.

Senator TJelaton and the Microscopists.

The Paris coi respondent of the Lancet says :

The Figaro, one of the well-known literary jour-

nals of Paris, issued a 'sort of album-number

(numero-albam,) containing short notes from several

scientific and literary celebrities, which had been

specially contributed to the number. Amongst

them are a few lines from M. Kelaton ; and as they

have been much commented upon, and have already

drawn forth a protest from a distinguished Parisian

surgeon, readers will take some interest in perusing

them. M. Nelaton was desirous, it would seem, to

manifest his opinion in favor of the high value of

clinical surgery in face of the growing pretensions

of microscopical and chemical researches, and thus

expressed his thought in the pages of Le Figaro

:

"lam happy to see the rising generation refuse to

follow those false appearances of exact and pro-

found science borrowed almost exclusively from
microscopical research, and attach itself to the study

of surgery, based upon the great indications furnish-

ed by clinical observation. It is because they drew
their inspirations from these principles that the great

masters of the beginning of this century, and espe-

cially Dupuytren, the most glorious amongst them,

have given to the French school that legitimate re-

nown which it still enjoys throughout the whole
world."

Surgical Treatment of Hepatic Abscess.

Dr. Cannon in the Lancet says :

Abscess of the liver is common at Alexandria,

and occurs principally amongst the poor Greek

population which resides in ill-ventilated and badly-

drained dwellings, is poorly fed, and given to indulg-

ing in a bad kind of ardent spirits.

The plan of treatment now generally pursued is

as follows : At the earliest suspicion of the forma-

tion of abscess of the liver, a long exploring trocar

is plunged boldly into the centre of the hepatic dull-

ness. It matters not whether this proceeding involve

piercing the sac of the pleura, peritoneum, or both

sacs. If pus issue, the abscess is partly evacuated,

and allowed to discharge itself forsome days through

the trocar, which may be temporarily stopped by a

plug. Adhesive inflammation sets itself up in the

serous membrane around the trocar, and thus ex-

travasation is of rare occurrence. When adhesion

is thought secure, a drainage-tube replaces the tro-

car, and a gradual evacuation and contraction of the

abscess follows ; the process of cure varying from

one to three or four months. This treatment, when
applied to very large abscesses, which are easily re-

cognisable, is less successful. The great point in

the treatment is the early detection of abscess, and

the consequent prevention of much destruction of

hepatic tissue by its progressive enlargement. Occa-

sionally it is found useful to wash out the abscess

sac with solutions of carbolic acid or other applica-

tions.

In the small Greek hospital at Alexandria, I saw

recently five cases undergoing this treatment under

the hands of the enthusiastic young surgeon of the

institution. They were in various stages of cure,

and all were progressing most favorably. The rapid

improvement which had followed, in each instance,

the evacuation of the abscess was most remarkable.

One case, of which the symptoms were obscure, yet

marked as those of abscess of the liver ,by the ex-

perienced skill of the attendant, had ' been thrice

subjected to the use of the exploring trocar without

the detection of ti e abscess, yet had not in the

smallest degree suffered from the procedure. Cases
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of multiple abscess have occurred in which two or
'

three collections of matter have been successively

reached by the trocar. I was fortunate enough to

witness at the same hospital the evacuation of a

liver abscess which had burst into the pleura, and

filled that sac with characteristic liver pus. The

issue of this case was, of course, very doubtful.

The measure of success which follows this bold

treatment has been, I was told, very cansiderable,

and, indeed, the many cases under treatment spoke

for themselves, in the cheerful and hopeful look for

the patients, and the rapid improvement which had

followed the evacuation of the abscesses.

Prolonged Retention of Foetus.

Dr. Buck in the Transaction Illinois State Med-
ical Society, says

:

Sometime in March, 1868, I was engaged to at-

tend Mrs. M. in her confinement, which was ex-

pected about the 1st of April. She had been guided

in her reckoning not only by the disappearance of

her menses, but from her quickening, which occurred

about the middle of November. A short time before

her expected confinement, she accidently fell, felt

sickened at the result, was alarmed, in view of the

probable consequences, but was soon able to be

upon her feet, as usual. She afterwards stated to

me, that from that time, although there was no dis-

charge of any kind, her size gradually diminished.

She was kept in a state of continual supense, until

J une 28th, when, after a day's work at the wash

tub, she was taken sick and sent for medical aid.

Her sickness resulted in the expulsion of a foetus,

much shriveled, but not putrescent, and in size

about the average for a six month's gestation. She

recovered without any untoward symptom.

Snake Bite Cured by the Application of a Coal
of Fire.*

Dr. Perkins writes to the Galveston Med. Jour.

:

While serving in the Confederate army I heard a

very intelligent gentleman say that firing was the

best remedy for the bite of a venomous snake. I

never knew of the application of the remedy until

a few days ago. A young man, 18 years of age,

was bitten by a very large rattlesnake (five feet

long) on the arm, above the elbow. A coal of fire

was applied a short time after he was bitten. 1 saw
him two hours after the accident, when he appear-

ed very much prostrated and was vomiting every

few minutes—pulse very small and frequent, com-

plaining constantly of the burn, which was pretty

severe. I gave him freely of diluted alcohol. His

recovery was rapid and the swelling in the arm

slight.

The question now is, did the fire do any good?

I think it did ; not only by destroying the virus,

to a considerable extent, but also by producing a

local incapacity in the veins and absorbent vessels

to perform their functions. 1 think, in all proba-

bility, he would have died before the alcohol was
given, if the fire had not been applied.

Reviews and Book Notices.

Diseases and Injuries of the Eyes ; their Medi-
cal and Surgical Treatment. By George Lawson,
F. R. C. S., &c. Philadelphia: Lindsay & Blak-
iston, 1869. 1 vol. 8vo. cloth, pp. 436. Price,

$2.50.

No branch of medicine or surgery, no specialty

in the whole domain of our science, seems to be cul-

tivated with anything like the assiduity of ophthal-

mology, at least, if one may judge from the number
of volumes, essays, journals, and articles which are

written about it. Many of these works are ably

composed, and are evidently the fruit of conscien-

tious and keen observation, as well as extended

practice. Such is this of Mr. Lawson. He is al-

ready well known in this country as a writer on
ophthalmic surgery, and this volume will serve to

extend his reputation.

It covers the ground quite fully, treating sepa-

rately of diseases of the conjunctiva, cornea, sclero-

tic, his, vitreous, humor, crystalline lens, retina,

choroid, optic nerve, lachrymal apparatus, eyelids,

orbit, anomalies of refraction and accommodation,

strabismus, etc.

It is the sort of a volume which the general prac-

titioner, who wishes to post himself on diseases of

the organ with the smallest outlay of time and

money, will do well to buy. It is neatly printed

and bound, and has about forty illustrations on

wood.
Annual Report of the Board of Regents of the
Smithsonian Institution for 1868. Washington,
1869.

We always look with pleasure to the perusal of

this volume, as it is sure to put within our reach

some exceedingly valuable articles on scientific sub-

jects, which we will not easily find elsewhere; and

it also always contains a quantity of information

about the doings of the scientific world abroad, of

great interest to all who have faith m the spirit of

the nineteenth century. The present number is

not inferior to that of previous years in abundance

and richness of contents, and will be welcomed

warmly by students in almost every department of

natural and exact science.

Transactions of the Nineteenth Anniversary
Meeting of the Illinois State Medical Society.

May, 1869. Chicago : 1 vol. 8vo. paper, pp. 150.

There are thirteen reports in this volume, and

the minutes of the meeting. The report on Obstet-

rics, by Dr. H. B. Buck, is carefully prepared, and
contains a number of instructive cases. That on
Placenta Prsevia, by Dr. B. H. Cheney, of Joliet

;

on Staphyloraphy, by Dr. Moses Gunn, of Chicago;

and on Aphasia, by Dr. H. M. Hurd, of Chicago,

are also especially worthy of mention. Much in-

formation of a local character is contained in the

Report on Practical Medicine, by Dr. E. P. Cook.
Dr. J. S. Hildreth and Dr. E. L. Holmes, contri-

bute an article each on Ophthalmology. The vol-

ume closes with a list of members.
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MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER.

PHILADELPHIA, NOVEMBER 6, 1869.

S. W. BUTLER, M. D., D. G. BRINTON, M. D., Editors.

6^- Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,

News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

Quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

To insure publication, articles must be practical,

hrief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

•prepared, so as to require little revision.
We particularly value the practical experience of coun-

try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

NOTICE !

!

By reference to the Prospectus in another

column, it will be seen that we have made,

and are making arrangements for communica-

tions from some of the best medical writers,

and most prominent medical men in the coun-

try. We are expending more on the
Literary Department of the Reporter
than was ever before dreamed of in

this country. If the leading Physicians

and Surgeons of America do not write for the

medical journals, as do those of Europe, we
are determined that it shall be no fault
of ours. We shall expect

—

and have a right
to expect, a commensurate support.

For new subscribers we make the following

Liberal Offers :

1. To any of our present subscribers who
will send us a new name, a copy of the Phy-
sician's Daily Pocket Record ; and credit

on books, etc., for more than one name, to the

amount of one dollar for each name.

2. New subscribers who remit $5, will be
entered *o the end of 1870. Those who send

in their subscriptions soon, will therefore re-

ceive the Reporter for Fourteen Months
for Five Dollars

!

DC^Until there is a change in the Postal

Laws, or in the Post Office arrangements, we
shall be compelled to cease prepaying postage

on the Reporter after the close of this year.

Prepaying subscribers will not, however, lose

anything in consequence.

VAGUE THERAPEUTICS.
La medecine expectante is becoming one of

the most dangerous fashions and follies of the

day. The decay of faith in drugs has had a

disastrous effect on the regular profession as

well as on their patients. It has led students

to disregard therapeutics and materia medica
in favor of diagnosis and do-nothiugism, which
latter soon brings on know-nothingism. The
divorce of pharmacy from medicine—a most
disastrous separation for both arts—led to an
ignorance of drugs, and this ignorance has nat-

urally brought about a disuse of them.

Nevertheless the experience of ages remains

the same, and if as amass physicians do not

appreciate the fact that drugs cure diseases, or

do not avail themselves of it, the non-medical

public will soon make capital of such obtuse-

ness. If the inquiryis pushed, why patentmed-

icine vendors have such success, it is because

many of them deserve it. They take great

pains to secure an excellent recipe for some
common complaint, they purchase the purest

and freshest drugs to compound it, and they

assert and correctly assert that it will cure such

and such a disease. A distinguished manufac-

turing chemist of Brooklyn explained on these

grounds the great popularity of many medi-

cines, and no doubt he is correct. If the

regular physician is feeble in his faith in the

curative powers of nature's products—the

worse for him. The public have such a faith

strongly, and are right in holding it.

Another misfortune which attends these lax

and drifting notions about therapeutics is that

a large portion of the current medical litera-

ture of the day, is practically worthless. We
have huge volumes written on the Practice of

Medicine which do not contain a single recipe.

The directions for the use of remedies are

wholly omitted, or stated so vaguely that they

are next to worthless.

A long article recently appeared in a co-

temporary on the advantages of " the alkaline

treatment " in a certain class of diseases.

What " the alkaline treatment " actually is,

is nowhere stated. A few weeks since we
borrowed an item from an English journal on
the great success of the " cold water treat-

ment " in epilepsy. We do not know to this

day, for certain, nor could we learn from the

source we drew from, any particulars or clear

directions for the application of the water.

Every copy of a medical journal will bear

testimony to this neglect of ordinary and sim-

ple instructions. It is deemed, forsooth, that

they are unnecessary. This is a great error.

In reading a case we require to know precisely

how much, in what combination, and at what
intervals a drug was given, in order to form a
correct opinion of its effect on the disease.
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THE " DRY EARTH METHOD " IN COURT
It is rarely that a jury is called upon to de-

cide on a new process in surgery, or tbe merits

of a novel application to wounds. Such, how-

ever, was nearly being the case on the 16th of

last month in this city, and the details of the

case will have a deep interest for medical

readers.

In June last a young woman, somewhat in-

toxicated, hurled a kerosene lamp at James
"Welsh, which struck the wall over his head,

exploded, and covered him with burning oil.

He was promptly removed to the Pennsylva-

nia hospital, where by the direction of Dr.

Addinell Hewson the wound was dressed

with dry earth daily. The patient complained

of a great deal of pain and irritation in the

wound, which led to an examination. The
earth was found crusted and baked over the

surface, and beneath this crust it was discover-

ed that a large number of maggots had found

a nidus, keeping up a distressing irritation.

The man was walked down stairs, and neces-

sarily exposed to some draft of outside air.

The wound was washed by a continuous stream

of water. Shortly afterwards tetanus super-

vened, and he expired.

The medical witnesses differed in their opin-

ions of the severity of the wound, some main-

taining they were slight, others that they were
severe. Dr. Hewson testified that he con-

sidered them mortal. Certainly, however, the

man did not die from the direct effect of the

burn. The question was, was not the treat-

ment the exciting cause of the tetanus ?

There was a long cross-examination in re-

gard to the effect of the " Earth treatment,"

the result being that the witness—Dr. Hewson
himself—stated that the object in this case was
to exclude the air, but other than this he was
unable to tell the effect ; that the pressure of

this dressing did not affect the tissues beneath

;

and that the tendency of the earth dressing in

a case of this kind is to assist nature.

Dr. H. C. Chapman, who was Dr. Hew-
son's assistant, testifies :

" Dressed with dirt

dressing right through, except glycerine and

carbolic acid on one occasion ; I think the dirt

dressing increased the pain of the man; he

complained to me about it, saying it pained

him all the time except the first time I applied

it, when he siidit felt cool ; he continued say-

ing it pained him until the last time I spoke to

him ; I can't answer for what my chief did ; if

I was to make an application, it would be to

•relieve him, but I would not apply this dirt

dressing; I only obeyed orders."

A number of other surgeons were called, but

seemed to have no practical knowledge of the

merits or demerits of the earth treatment. In
opinion they seem to have disapproved of it.

Leaving aside other questions in this case,

Dr. Hewson appears to have granted on cross-

examination that the only effect of the treat-

ment at all sure is to exclude the air, and that

it does so insufficiently, both Dr. Chapman's
testimony and the result prove. The charge

of mal-practice was virtually withdrawn by the

defence, so that we can examine the result and

speak of the subject dispassionately without

animadverting on Dr. H. The sequel was cer-

tainly against the method, and in this coincides

with the position this journal has always taken.

We have on several occasions had this treat-

ment urged upon our consideration, but being

of opinion that it was unreasonable and of

very doubtful propriety, have refrained from

advocating it or giving it prominence.

Notes and Comments.

KF* We would ask as a special, favor, those of

our subscribers who do not care to keep their files

complete, or who may happen to have duplicates,

that they return the following numbers of the Re-

porter, of which we are very much in need, viz

:

619, 626, 634, 651, 652, 653, 656, and 660. Full

credit will be given for them.

Diseases of the Throat.

We shall shortly begin the publication of a very

important series of illustrated articles, by Dr. J. So-

ns Cohen, of this city, entitled "The Laryngoscope

and its Accessories in the Diagnosis and Treatment of

Diseases of the Throat."

iThe "Compendium of Modern Therapeutics."

In our advertising pages will be found an an-

nouncement of Dr. G. H. iSTapheys' work on Mod-
ern Therapeutics. This, we venture to say, will be

the most thoroughly practical, useful, and indispen-

sable book ever issued from the American medical

press. For, after all, is not treatment the object of

all medical study ? And in this work the author

collects into one convenient
s
volume, the most ap-

proved and thoroughly tested treatment of the best

teachers in the healing art, in this country and in

Europe. The most recent methods, when of ac-

knowledged value, are received, and careful, minute,

thoroughly digested directions are added.
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" Put some more Money into it."

It is said that many years ago the Proprietor of
the American Agriculturist asked a friend of his,

an old experienced Publisher, how he should pro-
mote the welfare of his journal. After sundry
remarks, to the effect that people would in the long

v run patronize that journal which really contains
the most valuable reading matter, and that the
only way to secure this was to spare no labor or
expense in obtaining the best men and the best

information that money could buy, his friend
closed by saying he would sum up his advice as to
the way to make the American Agriculturist the
hest and most popular paper in the country—under
three heads, viz: "1st. Put money into it.—2nd.
Put more money into it—3d. Put some money
into it."—That advice seems to have been followed.
No other monthly journal or magazine is got up at

a greater expense of labor and money than the
Agriculturist. Every page shows this. Its beau-
tiful, pleasing and instructive engravings cost
about $1,000 in each number! Its ample pages are
filled with carefully prepared reading matter,
abounding in information useful to all classes,

whether in city, village or country. A large force
of the best practical men and women are con-
stantly employed in gathering, and sifting, and
condensing information. Yet while prepared at a
cost exceeding that of the $4 and $5 magazines,
the American Agriculturist, owing to the large
patronage it enjoys, is supplied at $1.50 per annum,
or four copies for $5, and at still less to large clubs.
And those subscribing now get the paper from date
of subscription to the end of 1870 at the price of
a year. We advise all our readers to avail them-
selves of the opportunity, and subscribe now.
They find it a good investment. The publishers
are Orange Judd & Co., 245 Broadway, N. Y. City.

The American Agriculturist is really so good a

paper that we make no apology for giving the

above notice the benefit of our circulation, which

we do, however, chiefly, because it illustrates ex-

actly, our policy in conducting the Medical and
Surgical Reporter. We have not so wide a field

to work in as the Agriculturist has, and can never

hope to count our subscribers by the hundred

thousand as it does, consequently we cannot pub-

lise at so low a rate as that and other literary jour-

nals do.

But we can, and do put money—all we possibly

can

—

into the Beporter, and the constancy of old

subscribers, and the influx of new ones enables us

to put more and more in every year. After awhile

we can put in all that we wish to.

[CP" The Agriculturist will be furnished gratis to

or for any new subscriber who pays a year's sub-

scription in advance.

" Female Regulating Pills.

All of us who have glanced over the advertising

columns of many newspapers, will have observed

how frequently one sees those disgusting proclama-

tions which inform the female public that So and

so'8 pills will promptly remove any irregularities in

lemales ; but that no married woman should use

them, as they invariably prevent pregnancy. We

are glad to see that in his charge to the Grand Jury
last month Judge Ingraham, of New York, called

attention to the law passed at the last session of the

State Legislature for the suppression of the trade in

obscene literature or articles for immoral use, and
obscene advertisements of patent medicines. He
told the Grand Jury that it was their duty, If any
violation of this statute was brought before them,

to present the party for trial. We hope that this will

be done, and that those newspapers which are no
toriously pandering to public immorality will be

brought up " with a round turn."

The College of Physicians and Surgeons be-

gan its sixty-third session on the 4th inst. Two
new features have been added to the course—a cli-

nique on the diseases of children, and a clmique

on genito-urinary diseases. Prof. J. W. McLane
(Yale, '61) made the opening address.

Correspondence.

FOREIGN.

The International Medical Congress.

(Special Correspondence of the Medical and Surgical
Reporter.)

• [We take pleasure in laying before our readers the fol-

lowing full account of this important Congress. The ac-

count is more complete and recent than any yet published

in this country.

—

Eds.]

Florence, Italy, October 6, 1869.

Eds. Med. and Surg. Reporter :

The International Medical Congress, which has

been holding its sittings in this city during the last

ten days, and which has been attended by a con-

siderable number of foreign physicians, and by
some 160 medical men from all parts of Italy, has

labored under the disadvantage of taking place al-

most contemporaneously with the International

Statistical Congress at the Hague. In the discus-

sion of the latter body, questions of public hygiene

are justly made to occupy a prominent place ; and

it is precisely questions of this class, which, like-

wise, give to the proceedings of the Medical Con-

gress their chief general interest. It can, therefore,

scarcely excite surprise if many of the eminent

men of science of Northern Europe, engaged in

such studies, have not found their way to Florence,

from the simple fact, that they could find their way
more easily to the Hague, and could secure, by

their presence there, results identical with those

which they might hope to accomplish here. It is

almost superfluous to observe, that the general and
permanent causes which render it more difficult for

the members of the medical profession, than for

those of any other class, to abandon, even tempora-

rily, their associations, have not been without their

I
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necessary effect in limiting the number of foreign

physicians and surgeons who have repaired o Flor-

ence, and, in some cases, in hastening the depar-

ture of those who came. Still, in spite of these

special and general impediments, the Congress can

boast of the presence of Professor Bouillaud, Pro-

fessors Lazarevitch, Bartsh, Besse, Buttem, Dujar-

din, Ebstein, Furnikel, Girard, Jaderholm, Mendel,

Pascal, Tollbry, Zimmermann, Lombard, Herzen.

The Florentines had not been wanting in all the

necessary preparations to receive,—they displayed

an assiduous courtesy in the entertainment of their

guests— government placed at their disposal, for

the daily public discussions, the oratory of the

Ministry of Public Instruction; the manager of

the great hospital of Santa Maria Undia caused a

suite of apartments, attached to that establishment to

be most elegantly fitted up for the soriees of the

members ; the Minister of Public Instruction, Bar-

joria, formally inaugurated the Congress in an ad-

mirable speech ; the Prime Minister, Count Mena-

brea, hospitably entertained the more distinguished

at his table. The Florence medical body enter-

tained them all without exception at a magnificent

banquet in the hotel de la Paix, the best hotel of

Florence ; Commandatore Perazzi did, in person,

the honors of the city, in particular of the Floren-

tine pantheon, Santa Croce ; and the managers and

concessionaire,—MM. Damiani and Cesaica, of

the renowned mineral baths and springs of Monte

Catini,—the Yichy of Italy,—placed special trains at

their disposal to convey them to that spot, and, on

their arrival there, did, along with the local au-

thorities, every thing that good dinners and wines

and speeches and cheering and military parades and

music and illuminations and fireworks could ac-

complish to give them a hearty welcome. The de-

monstrative and dramatic side of such proceedings,

in Italy seldom leaves any thing to complain of, but

in the present instance the real value of the demon-

strations lay in the reflection of genuine hospitality

and kindness, and I have heard but one voice as to

their reception from the foreign visitors to the Con-

gress,—a voice of grateful recognition for the social

courtesies which enlivened and gilded their serious

work.

That work may be summed up as follows : After

De Rengi, of Xaples, had been appointed the regular

President, and two honorary Presidents had been

united with him in the persons of Bouillaud, of Pa-

ris, and Bufalini, of Florence, the regular work be-

gan by by discussion of the various questions which

had been placed on the order of the day. In order

to save time it was found advisable to suppress the

readings of entire memoirs, and to give merely the

conclusions on which the debates then took place.

Accordingly, at the second meeting, the Congress

occupied itself with the conclusions of the memoir

presented by Roth, of London, on the causes of

mortality of children in manufacturing cities and on

the remedies for the same. Lombard, of Geneva,

brought forward in this discussion a mass of statis-

tics proving the greater mortality of infants in warm
than in cold climates ; a mortality greatly height-

ened in the south of Europe by two causes—by the

custom of carrying new-born infants to church for

the purpose of baptism, and by the particular in-

fluence of the malaria. His discussion was followed

by one originating in a paper of Crispino, on hydro-

phobia, which passed into a general discussion on
poison and on the benefits derived in the treatment

of poison, as bites, from the use of ammonia and of

vapor baths.

Much of the remarks of the next speaker, Pro-

fessor Tommaselli, af Catania, on the cachenia car-

diaca, was lost from the low voice of the speaker, so

that one could only give a guess as to its character

from the few critical remarks which it called forth

from Bouillaud.

At the opening of next day's meeting, the 25th,

the President communicated a letter from Professor

Parlatore, the director of the Museum of Natural

Science and History, inviting the members next day

to that establishment for the purpose of there wit-

nessing certain experiments and being made ac-

quainted with certain researches—closely bearing on
their common object. The invitation was unani-

mously accepted. Then commenced a discussion on
the papers presented by Profs. Pantaleoni, and Sal-

vagnolo on marsh miasma. The second of these

medical men, holding the theory that the miasma
originates in the mixture of fresh with salt water,

whilst the first maintains that its cause must not be

salt in that mixture, but rather in the putrefaction

of vegetable substances thereby generated. This is

an inquiry, I need scarcely say of vital importance,

in Italy ; but I am compelled to state that its treat-

ment at the International Medical Congress was
singularly inconclusive—no other result, after all

being secured than the appointment of a commis-

sion to inquire into the whole matter.

The discussion nearly took a very polemical, and
even political, character, for Professor Cipriani, of

Florence, wished to extend it to the question of rice

grounds and to the expediency of the latest Italian

legislation on that subject.

The remainder of the same days' sittings was
filled up by a discussion between Professor Baccelli,

of Rome, on the one hand and Professors Herzen
and Schiff of Florence, on the other, on the part

to be assigned to the spleen in the function of

digestion. Professor Baccelli repeated a theory

which he had already published last June in the

Imparziale under the title of " A new Function

of the Spleen" where he maintained that the

spleen with its vasa brevia is to the peptic cells of

the stomach what the vena portarum is to the cho-

lagogue cells of the liver. Dr. Herzen whose critical
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! observations already published in the [Imparziale

i had not been taken into account by Professor Z.

5 Baccelli rose and repeated them; his objections

ivwere first that Baccelli's ideas were not at all new,

s but might be found in almost the same words, in

(1 several old writers. Amongst others, in the 6th vol-

j Time of Burdach's Physiology, it was shown that the

L analogy with the Yena portarum could not be main-

1 tained, because conclusive experiments had a few

1 years ago been published by Professor Schiff, p: ov-

i ing that the secretion of the bile continues if the

1 blood of the renal artery be artificially led into the

ramifications of the different veins of the liver. The
. analogy therefore would consist in the fact that the

. spleen is not more indispensable for the formation

t
of pepsin than the blood of the vena portarum for

1
the formation of bile.

1
But thirdly, as Professor Bacelli evidently ad-

mitted, the blood of the venaportaium is indispen-

sable for the secretion of bile, the necessary exclu-

sion of less analogy is that the blood coining from

I

the spleen is indispensable for the secretion of

, pepsine,—a theory, said Dr. Herzen, entirely false,

1. because many experiments have proved that in

animals well restored after the extirpation of the

spleen the secretion of pepsine not only continues

but the digestive power of the stomach is greater

than in normal animals ; so that if the spleen has

anything to do with the quantity ofpepsine secreted

by the stomach, it is to be considered not as con-

tributing to the formation of the gastric fermenta-

tion, but on the contrary as hindering the produc-

tion of a maximum quantity of the same.

On these two rival theories a very animated dis-

cussion arose, which was important not only in it-

self, but from its bearings on the still more import-

ant inquiries subsequently made known relating to

cancer, which the experiments of Professor Schiff

have stimulated in an extraordinary degree.

The morning sitting of the 23d was divided be-

tween the treatment of two topics :—The succor to

be given to the wounded in actual warfare, and the

improvements to be introduced into hospitals. On
the first point, some most extraordinary bulletins

were read from Marshal Vaillant and Dr. Cham-
pouillon, showing the utter inadequacy of the medi-

cal and surgical assistance during the French cam-

paign in Italy in 1859.

The afternoon sitting was held in the Royal

Museum of Natural History, where one of the Pro-

fessors, Schiff, read a paper which will, probably,

be considered as the most important contribution

rendered to the International Medical Congress of

1869, and the science which it was intended to pro-

mote. After a long and careful series of experi-

ments, Professor Schiff has established, that whilst

great danger attends the attempted reduction of

cancer by the application of the gastric juice, no
such dangers are involved in the application for the

same purpose of the pancreatic juice, which is found

only to affect the unhealthy tissues. Professor

Schiff illustrated this conclusion not only on pro-

portions of bodies to which the two juices had been

applied, but by a living patient, in whom all the

more alarming symptoms of cancer had, under the

application of the pancreatic juice, disappeared.

The loud cheers of the Congress testified to the

unanimity of approbation with which the members
greeted these researches.

At the sitting of the 29th, the discussion on

Hospitals commenced the previous day, was con-

tinued and brought forth many interesting points

of comparison between the arrangement and venti-

lation of the various European hospitals, much ad-

miration being expressed in particular for those of

Russia.

At the afternoon sitting of the same day the ser-

vices rendered to public health by Professor Barelli

in the establishment, now greatly diffused, of sea-side

hospitals for the scrofulous poor, were generally ac-

knowledged.

At the morning sitting of the 30th, the statistics

transmitted by Professor Tassi, director of the Ro-

mon hospitals, on the special effect of railways on.

health, were regarded as very startling
;
they estab-

lished that Europe presents an average annual num-

ber of 350,000 sick, and 4000 killed, without count-

ing accidents, solely in consequence of railway in-

fluences. The statistics presented by Professor

Alcaleo on the relative mortality amongst the in-

mates of the different stories of houses in Palermo,

were not less suggestive. In the period between

last February and June, 1192 individuals died in

Palermo ; 605 on the ground floors, 365 on the first

floor, 119 on the second floor, and 104 on the third

floor of the houses. Nothing can more luminously

illustrate the relative health of the higher strata of

air in continental, especially Italian, cities.

The sitting of the 1st of October was remarkable

for the statistics which it elicited on the vast pre-

ponderance of female over male births announced

in Italy to the local authorities—a preponderance

so large as to suggest the probability that in order

to evade the conscription, many male children are

registered as female.

The subsequent proceedings were of a purely

formal character relating to the arrangements for

the next Congress,—to be held at Vienna, and, as

I have already had occasion to mention, a most de-

lightful pleasure trip to Monte Catini on the 3d

instant, wound up the proceedings of the Congress

by a generally appreciated and admirably arranged

fete.

Bismarck, according to various correspond-

ents, has delirium tremens, bilious fever, Bright's

disease, neuralgia, rheumatism and boils. Another

correspondent says he is in " excellent health."
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To Keep Pure Air in a Sick Boom.

The following simple arrangement will remedy

the evil of foul gas, generated by burning a kero-

sene lamp all night in a nursery or sick room :

Take a raisin or any other suitable sized box,

that will contain the lamp when set up on end.

Place the lamp in the box, outside the window,

with the open side facing the room When there

are blinds, the box can be attached to each by leav-

ing them a little open and fastening with a cord

;

or the lamp box can be nailed to the window cas-

ing in a permanent manner. The lamp burns

quite as well outside, and a decided improvement

of the air in the room is experienced. Try it.

—Scientific American.

A German photograher has invented a meth-

od of making seals and stamps with the portraits of

his customers. A thin layer of gelatine, sensitized

with bichromate of potash, is exposed to the action

of light under a photograph positive, by which the

parts acted on are rendered insoluble in water.

The gelatine film is immersed in water, and the

parts not acted on by the light swell up, and we
obtain a picture in relief of which a plaster cast

can be taken. A galvanic plastic copy being taken

of the cast, we have a metallic fac simile of the

photograph, which can be employed as a seal. This

process suggests a method of obtaining perfect

likenesses of persons in metallic checks for the use

of the printer, and also an admirable way of illus-

trating scientific books.

The clebrated Nelaton, doctor and senator,

was sent for recently to Mullhouse, to vist Mr. Doll-

fus, the Mayor of the city, who was somewhat in-

disposed. Nelaton arrived in the morning and went
back in the afternoon. Cost to the indisposed Doll-

fuss, 3,000 francs. What must have been the Em-
peror's bill, who, during his late illness, had both

Nelaton and Fauvel—hardly less celebrated—thrice

a day for more than a month ?

In J1863, Dr. Eben Swift, a surgeon in the

United States Army, was traveling with his family

on the Hannibal and St. Joseph Railroad, when the

whole of his baggage, instruments, &c, was lost,

has obtained a judgement in the United States Cir-

cuit Court of St. Louis for $6,537.50.

Dr. T. P. Andrews, a native of Vermont,

aged 50, and a boarder at the Stevens House, New
York city, was a few evenings since found dead in

his bed, supposed from an overdose of chlorodyne.

Dr. Wm. Bell, a well known physician of

Xenia, died on the 11th inst., at the age of seventy,

wanting eighteen days. He was a native of Penn-

sylvania, but had lived in Green county since 1810.

Miscellany. [Vol. xxi.

Bellevue Hospital Medical College has open-

ed under very favorable auspices.

Six insane brokers, results of the recent

"gold corner," are announced in New York.

[Notices inserted in IMs column gratis, and are solicited,

from all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tions of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to a line.]

MARRIED.

Britton—Stillwell. Atthe Madison Square Church,
New York, Oct. 2% by the Rev. T. Ralston Smith, D. D.,
Charming M. Britton and Jsabel, second daughter of J.
E. Stillwell, M. D., all of that city.

Stuart—Lynch. October 13th, 1869, at the residence
of W. P. Hill, Knightstown, Ind., by the Rev. L. B. W.
Shryock, J. H. Stuart, M. !>., of Spiceland, ind., and
Miss Annie M. Lynch, of the former place.

DIED.

Carvallo—At Jefferson, Marion county, Texas, Oc-
tober 10th. 1869, Joseph Bucknei Bayliss, infant son of
Dr. Carlos Carvallo, U. S. Aimy, and .Emma de Carvallo,
aged 3 months and 14 davs.

Denison. In New York, October 28, George Burling-
ham, youngest son of Dr. E. and Ellen K. Denison, aged
5 years and 10 months.

Dodd. At Bloomfield, N. J., October 26, Isaac D.
Dodd, M. D., aged 70 years.

Houghton. In New York, October 27th, Asahel
Houghton, M. D., aged 61 years,

Timmonds In New. Corydon, Ind., October 8th, Dr.
Geo. W. Timmonds, in his 28th year.

WORDS OI" CHEER.

Dr. A. J. C, of New York City, writes : " I most cheer-

fully recommend the Reporter and the Compendium to

the profession, and do not see how a live American phys-

ician or surgeon can do without them."

Dr. S. A., of Kansas, says of the Compendium : " It

typographical beauty and variety of subjects treated is

not excelled by any foreign publication. I was pleased

with No. 3, but am delighted with No. 4, especially as it

treats largely of subjects by American authors."

QUERIES AND REPLIES.

Dr. A. H. McF.—Texas :—We can furnish back vol-

umes of the Reporter, at S2.50 per volume, unbound,
and $3.50 bound. If a considerable number of volumes
should be taken there would be a deduction from that
price.

The Nebulizer of Dr. Sass, or one acting on the same
principle, can be furnished at a cost of about $7.

METEOROLOGY.

OCT. 18, 19, "20, 21, 22, 23, 24.

Wind W.
Clear

S. W.
Cl'dy
Rain

W.
Clear
Frost
Ice

S. W. s.

Cl'dy Clear
Rain Frost

1-10

S. W.
Cl'dy
Rain

5-10

W.
Clear

Weather,
j

DepthRain

Tfitrmom. . ..

Minimum..
At8, A M.
At 12. M...
At 3, P. M.

39°
50
55
56
48

38°

48
50
49
46.25

30°

45
49
51
43.75

29° 37°

44 49
52 56
53 59
44.50 50.26

40°

52
60
61

53.25

42°

50
54
53
49.75

Barometer..
At 12. M... 30.1 30.1 30.2 30.1 30.1 29.9 30 1

Uermantoum. t'a B. J. Leedom.
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Communications.

ARTIFICIAL RESPIRATION.

By Sumner Rhoades, M. D.,

Of Lowville, N. Y.

Marshall Hall directs the patient to be

rolled sixteen times a minute alternately on

his stomach, and on one side, pressure to the

thorax and abdomen to be applied when he is

lying on his stomach. Dr. H. R. Silvester
places the patient on his back, with the shoul-

ders raised, and the tongue drawn forward.

He then alternately lifts the ribs and sternum

by extending the patient's arms up by the side

of his head, and then compresses the sides of

the chest by the patient's arms. Pacini, of

Florence, in Italy, has a method, " which con-

sists in placing the patient on his back, on a

table or bed, the operator having his abdomen
against the head of the patient, placing his

hands in the axillae on the dorsal aspect, and

then pulling the shoulders toward him with

an upward movement at the same time. The
shoulders are then relaxed, then the former

movement, and so on alternately." Dr. W. P.

Bain (standing, I suppose, at the head of his

patient,) " places his fingers in the axillae in

their front aspect, with his thumbs over

the outer ends of the clavicles, and draws the

shoulders towards him. On relaxing his hold,

the shoulders and chest return to their former

position, and so on with alternate motion."

The Ready Method, as that of MarshaU Hall

has been called, was published in April, 1856,

and was everywhere hailed with enthusiasm.

"When Dr. Silvester's method was published

in 1858, it suggested to me the one I have

ever since practised, and which is as follows

:

Wherever I find my patient, I lay him on his

back, place myself at his head, put my hands

under his shoulders, and my fingers in his ax-
illae

;
then whenever I myself inspire, I draw

and lift his shoulders toward me ; and when-
ever I expire, I let go the shoulders, and with
my own hands firmly press the sides of his
chest. Meantime I have an assistant open
the mouth, and see if the tongue has fallen
back from the lower incisor teeth, and if so I
have him draw it out, using for the time his
thumb and finger. If the process has to be
long continued, I presently resign my place to
some strong, intelligent bystander, cautioning
him not to work too fast, while I look after

the use of the galvanic battery, friction of the
extremities, and sometimes enemata of capsi-

cum and ammonia. If, when the shoulders are

lifted, I see that the chest is not proportion-

ately elevated, I suspect obstruction of the
glottis by the tongue. If need be, I use a
tenaculum to hold the tongue forward, rather
than pinch it between the upper and lower
front teeth, as advised by Silvester

;
for, as

the nares are likely to be partially obstructed

by frothy fluid, the mouth should be kept open.
Once, on a river bank, some distance from any
dwelling, having with me no* tenaculum, I
passed a threaded needle through the tip of

the tongue, a lady present supplyingme thread
by unraveling the hem of her dress. I ought
instead to have borrowed a garter, and with a
pin made of it an elastic band to pass over the
tongue and under the chin. Upon a child born
asphyxiated at Ithaca, 1ST. Y., August 4, 1860,
I thus kept up artificial respiration twenty-five

minutes before there was the slightest effort at

a natural inspiration. But I was all the
time assured of success by the improvement
m the complexion, which showed that my
work was effecting oxygenation of the blood.

In 1861, 1 thus unavailingly kept up artificial

respiration in a drowned boy, while on a skiff.

291
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and in an express wagon
,
going to his father's

house. In August, 1865, after apparent death

from amputation of the thigh, chloroform hav-

ing heen given, a patient of mine, by artificial

respiration thus practiced, was temporarily re-

suscitated, so as to speak aloud, intelligently,

and repeatedly, to the profoundest astonish-

ment of physicians, and all others there pre-

sent.

Marshall Hall's method, no doubt, led the

way to the more efficient one of Silvester
:

and that suggested the one of Pacini, and the

similar one of mine ; while that of Pacini sug-

gested Dr. Bain's. The three last I deem pre-

ferable to Silvester's, because of the awkward
and unnecessary use he makes of the patient's

arms, and the difficulty he must occasionally

experience from rigidity of the muscles. Pa-

cini's and Bain's methods (my first knowledge

of which was obtained a fortnight ago from

Dr. Butler's Compendium) are, I think, in-

ferior to mine, in that they do not aid the

patient in the process of expiration.

I was led to criticise Dr. Silvester's plan,

because (1) in reducing dislocation of the hip,

I had experienced the advantage ofmaking ex-

tension from the femur, rather than from the

ankle. (2.) I had observed the relief given

to the exhausted, parturient woman, by press-

ing one's hands firmly on the top of her

shoulder during the last pains of labor. (3.)

I like directness of purpose, and hate all

roundabout ways of doing things.

Once seen, my method of artificial respira-

tion is instantly understood, easily remem-
bered, and readily practiced, by any person

of ordinary intelligence.

Deroy, whose experiments antedate those

of Marshall Hall, enforced expiration by com-
pressing the chest with bandages, then, relax-

ing these, he trusted to the resiliency of the

costal cartilages to expand the chest, and so

to secure inspiration. He appears to have

taken no care to guard against obstruction of

the glottis by the tongue. So early as 1829,

he effected artificial respiration by applying

the interrupted galvanic current directly to

the diaphragm. His efforts were praiseworthy,

and not unfruitful; for, besides stimulating

the investigations of Marshall Hall, they led

Dr. Charles Kidd, in 1865, to Faradization of

the phrenic nerve and diaphragm, whereby
he resuscitated a woman apparently dead
from chloroform.

There have been various plans for inflating

the lungs by means of bellows and tube. But
they are not without danger of injury to

the lungs, and the apparatus cannot always

be at hand. Even when present, Dr. Marcet,
one of their advocates, advises " to begin with

the Heady Method, in order to lose no time.""

M. Marchant proposes to insert a tube, like a

tobacco pipe, in one nostril, closing the other

nostril and the mouth, and blowing through
the tube. This process, which can succeed

only in case the glottis be unobstructed, is not

new. It was, in 1817, minutely described in

Hosack's edition of " Thomas' Practice," page
729. Allusion is also there made to Hunter's

bellows, " which is of such construction, that

by one action, fresh air is thrown into the

lungs, and by another it is thrown out again,

so as to imitate, or produce artificial breath-

ing." Would not Dr. Dewees have found, in

the suction power of Hunter's bellows, the

desideratum for his new-born patients, when,
in 1826, he says," Might not a properly con-

structed syringe be highly useful in removing
(from the trachea) the obstructing mucus?"
What solid pleasure good Dr. Dewees must
have taken in manipulating his little pets,

when placing the child's mouth downward,
and holding the body and hips higher than

the head ; at the same time gently shaking

the child, so as to disengage any mucus that

may be lodged in the trachea, and permitting

it to flow from the mouth; then patiently in-

flating the lungs of the child, by forcing air

into them from his own, and next expelling

it, by pretty firm pressure on the thorax, by
which means he believed that he had saved

the lives of many children.

Dr. Dewees knew the fact, but not the

reason, of the injurious effect of the warm
bath during the interruption of all respiration.

Some interesting experiments made by Dr.

B. W. Richardson, of London, and others
;
by

Dr. Joseph G. Richardson, of Union Springs,.

N. Y., attest the value of hot air, internally

and externally, when applied at the same
time as artificial respiration.

Dr. C. Handfield Jones, in March, 1869, de-

tails a postural mode of inducing artificial re-

spiration in asphyxiated children. He says,
" I laid him down on his back, and made pres-

sure on his abdomen ; then raised him upright

on his seat, and so on alternately."

Dr. Billman, of Neustadt, writing in 1867,

eulogises catheterization of the trachea and
suction, not only for the removal of obstruct-

ingmucus and foreign bodies, but as a means of
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resuscitation in all forms of suspended anima-

tion. In the asphyxia of new-born children,

Dr. Loweohardt uses " a pump and a fine

India rubber tube, ten inches long, with ca-

theter openings at the end. This tube is in-

serted by the aid of a fine stilet into the

trachea, in the following way: " An assistant,

with thumb and finger, presses the neck above

the larynx, closing the oesophagus, whilst the

operator depresses the tongue with his fore-

finger, and slips in the tube. This tube is

then attached to the aspirating pump, which

is used to draw out the obstructing fluids;

then air is gently introduced."

Is not this process adapted to some cases of

croup, diphtheria and scarlatina ? I think it is
;

at Elmira, in 1842, 1 rescued from inevitable

death a boy of twelve years, by passing curved

forceps into the larynx and drawing thence a

mass of stringy mucus. This was in a case of

scarlatina. The patient was a son of the late

Mr. Hammond Sly, and I believe that he is

still living.

As a further means of resuscitation, Dr. B.

"W. Kichardson has well said, " The great de-

sideratum now is an improved method of arti-

ficial circulation of the blood."

Medical Societies.

hunterdon county ( n. jersey ) medi-
cal society.

The District Medical Society for the County of

Hunterdon, N. J. held its semi-annual meeting at

the house 'of G. F. Crater, in Flemington, on

Tuesday of last week.

The President, Dr. S. Lilly, being absent, Dr
C. W. Larison, First Yice President, took the chair.

The minutes were read and approved, when the roll

was called and the following members were found

present : Mathias Able, Quakertown ; N. B. Boileau

and John Blane, Perryville ; W. S. Creveling, Stan-

ton ; I. S. Cramer, Sergeantsville ; Nathan Case,

Asbury; Levi Farrow, Middle Yalley ; I. R. Glenn,

Readville ; J. A. Huff, Bloomshury ; G. H. Larison,

Lambertville ; J. S. Linaberry, Tewksbury ; C. W.
Larison, Ringoes ; H. B. Nightingale, Flemington

;

T. H. Studdiford, Lambertville; O. H. Sproul,

Stockton. Dr Hulshizer, corresponding delegate

from Warren County, was cordially received. Dr.

Decker, of Flemington, was invited to a seat with

the society.

Dr. O. H. Sproul read an essay on " Scarlet

Fever," for which he received a vote of thanks

from the society. Dr. N. Case was appointed essay-

ist for next meeting. The subject for discussion at

next meeting is " Scarlatina and its Treatment."

Dr. Sproul was chosen to open the discussion, Dr.
Cramer to follow.

After the ordinary routine of business, and the

admission to membership of Drs. Thompson, Cass,

Ludlow and Huff, the society adjourned to dinner.

After dinner the society met and finished the

business of the day, and after returning a vote of

thanks to G. F. Crater for his generous hospitality,

the society adjourned to meet at the County House
at their annual meeting in April, and went to the

Court House to attend the lecture of Prof. Cook,

the State Geologist.

VERMONT STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY.

The annual meeting of the Society took place at

the State House, Oct. 20th. In the afternoon, pa-

pers were presented by Dr. L. C. Butler, of Essex,

'on the uses and abuses of alcohol/' and one by Dr.

A. T. Woodward, of Brandon, upon " the uses and
abuses of the speculum," which were read and dis-

cussed. The report of the delegates to the Medical

Department of the University of Vermont was pre-

sented.

In the evening the annual address by the Presi-

dent, Dr. J. S. Richmond of Woodstock, was read,

and was replete with useful information to members

of the profession.

The remainder of the session was consumed in

the verbal reports of cases.

The following officers of the Society were elected

for the year ensuing

:

Heney Jaices, President,

Abeam Harding, Vice President,

J. E. Macombeb, Teasurer,

L. C. Butleb, Secretary.

West Virginia Medical News.

We learn that a call for the formation'of a second

State Medical Society, in West Virginia, has been

extensively signed. Without being closely ac-

quainted with the profession in that State, we have

many subscribers there, and know that as a rule the

profession there are well educated and highly re^

spected. What therefore could induce such a de-

parture from precedent, and prompt to a step certain

to be followed by strife and animosity, we cannot

imagine. The present Society is recognized by the

American Medical Association, and has always born

a high reputation. We hope that any existing

difficulties can be arranged without resorting to this

step.

—The Butler County, Ohio, Medical Society held

its fourth quarterly meeting for 1869, in the Court

Room, Hamilton, Ohio, October 14th, Vice Presi-

dent Dr. John Carson in the chair.

I
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Editorial Department.

Periscope.

Death by the Bursting of a Soda-Bottle.

W. Scott Thorne, M. D., of San Jose, reports

this singular case in the California Med. Gazette

:

August 20th I was called to see a man, whom the

messenger said " had his throat cut." On reaching

the house I found a middle aged man lying on the

floor surrounded by a pool of blood. On the left

side of the neck was an irregular wound, extending

from the upper margin of the thyroid cartilage, two
or more inches downward, and from the median

line an inch and a half transversely. The hemor-

rhage was excessive, and in order to control it until

assistance could be obtained, I grasped the soft parts

deeply above and below the wound along the course

of the great vessels. Drs. Cary, Cory and Turner

soon came to my aid, when we endeavored to ascer-

tain the precise nature of the injury and secure the

bleeding vessels. The hemorrhage from the region

of the clavicle and deep tissues of the neck was so

profuse, that we were unable to recognize anything

satisfactory, although aided by compression and
rapid sponging. Thinking, perhaps the common
carotid might be the seat of injury at a lower point,

we enlarged the wound downward by an incision

through the integument to the sternum, and by care-

ful dissection exposed the common carotid as far as

practicable. No injury to this vessel was found.

The blood issued from beneath tbe clavicle and
sternum, and I now introduced my fingers into the

wound and endeavored to compress the subclavian

artery against the clavicle, but to no avail. The ter-

rors of our patient's situation were relieved by pro-

longed syncope from which he never rallied.

Examination after death revealed the cause of

hemorrhage to have been a complete severance of

the external and internal jugular veins, the superior

thyroid artery as well as the inferior thyroid and

vertebral, about half an inch from their origin. The
left pleura had been penetrated, and its cavity was
full of blood. A rent was also found in the sub-

clavian vein. The common carotid artery had es-

caped injury. Notwithstanding the appalling hemor-

rhage that must have ensued upon the reception of

this injury, the subject walked, unaided, more than an

eighth of a mile. The lesion was necessarily fatal,

and the case is one of little surgical importance, and

I am only induced to report it in order to show the

terrible nature of accidents incidental to the process

|
of filling glass bottles with carbonic acid water, and

|

with the hope that some additional security may be

suggested for the better protection ofthose engaged in

the business. The large French-glass soda bottles, five-

sixteenths of an inch thick, are at present filled with

a patent French apparatus with a pressure of 125 lbs.

The bottle is surmounted by a metallic cap that

closes with a spring when full. The workmen have

heretofore been accustomed to protect the face only

with a delicate wire screen, leaving the entire body

exposed to those terrible missiles, that are liable at

any moment to be hurled with deadly violence

against their persons.

Dislocation of the Elbow—A New Method of
Reduction.

Thomas Watermajst, M. D., Boston, gives the

following new method in the Boston Med. and Surg.

Journal

:

Faithful trials of Sir Astley Cooper's method of

bending the arm over the knee, and Mr. Skey's

method of extending the forearm directly downward
in a line with the upper arm, failed to produce any

effect.

I then succeeded in reducing the dislocation by

bending the forearm backward beyond a straight

line, when, without any extension downward, the

ulna returned to its normal position with a slight

shock. An internal angular splint was applied, and

evaporating lotions recommended. In eight days

the splint was removed, the patient allowed to carry

the arm in a sling and to execute slight motions in

the joint daily.

The modus operandi of this method is as follows^

viz: when the ulna is dislocated backward at the

elbow without fracture of the coronoid process, the

latter occupies the olecranon depression of the lower

end of the humerus, and often requires considerable

force to remove it from its abnormal position. By
the method above described, the forearm is used as a

lever, with the power (hand of the surgeon) at one-

end, the fulcrum (olecranon) at the other end, and
the weight to be moved (coronoid process) between.

As the forearm is extended backward beyond a

straight line, the olecranon impinges against the-

lower end of the humerus and becomes a fixed point

or fulcrum
;
by continuing the forced extension, the

coronoid process is lifted out of the olecranon de-

pression of the humerus, and when this is accom-

plished, the tonic contraction of the brachialis anti-

cus muscle restores the ulna to its natural place;
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Bromide of Potassium Pushed to its Full Ex-
tent.

The following narrative, not by a member of the

profession, is given in the Brit. Med. Journal. The
narrator is the patient

:

It was in June, 1867, that I began taking the

bromide ; the daily dose being then, I think, about

twenty grains. It very soon caused the cessation of

the "lapses" (petit mal)
;
and, in order to make

sure, and stop the greater evil also, I went on in-

creasing the dose (hardly with Dr. M.'s permission,

and yet not against his orders) till at length I should

think I must have been taking seventy grains a day,

perhaps sometimes eighty. The first symptom of

overdoing the thing that I noticed was the profound

and yet disturbed sleep into which it seemed to

throw me. I always awoke with a mental struggle

and effort, not knowing at first where I was, or what

had become of me; in fact, as I told Dr. M., I

seemed to have gone too far down into the gulf of

sleep. Side by side with this, but, of course less no-

ticeable to me, was the enfeebling of mental power.

A little page in my accounts, which I should usually

prepare and balance in half an hour, took me two

or three evenings' weary work. But the worst

thing was the tendency to talk " Mrs. Malaprop"

English, substituting one word ending in " tion" for

another, in a most provoking and yet ludicrous way.

I had once to write some letters reminding people

that their subscriptions were due, and I had the mis-

fortune ofhaving my letters (I think one or two of

them) brought back to me by a clerk, who pointed

out to me that I had written " contraction," or some

such word, instead of " subscription." I cannot

just now remember any more instances ; but this

difficulty in getting and keeping the right word

(though the right idea was present to my mind) is

very vividly, and not without humiliation, present

to my recollection. Soon, of course, my wife and

partner saw the change in me, and attributed it to

the right cause. I went from home, and for a time

dropped the medicine. In a week, my host said,

"Why you look ten years younger than when you

first came." The stoop in my figure, the slow un-

certain speech, and other bad symptoms, especially

the heaviness in the eyes, were gone, and I felt quite

myself again. I am still taking the medicine, but

now never exceed forty grains a day, often taking

only twenty
;
and, if I find the slightest touch of the

"Mrs. Malaprop" difficulty, I reduce the dose at

once.

The Hypodermic Injection of Morphia as a

Remedy for Obstinate Vomiting.
John Kent Spenoek, M. D., writes to the

Brit. Med. Journal: I have recently found the hy-

podermic injection of morphia useful in removing

or relieving obstinate vomiting arising from three

distinct causes.

1. Mrs. E., aged 24, in the sixth month of her

first pregnancy, consulted me in July. Vomiting
had been troublesome during nearly the whole

period of pregnancy
;

latterly, no food whatever had,

been retained, except, now and then, cold fluids.

The bowels were constipated, but, in other respects

the health was fairly good. After a single purgative

dose of calomel, a quarter of a grain of morphia was
injected under the skin of the arm. Iced milk and
soda water were kept down immediately afterwards.

I injected the morphia on two subsequent occasions,

using one-third of a grain each time. There has

been no return of the vomiting, and she has since

taken every kind of food without inconvenience.

2. Mrs. P., aged 58, came under my care about

the middle of August. She had long suffered from
frequent vomiting, even when the stomach was ap-

parently empty; much frothy bilious fluid was

brought up. There was no distinct evidence of or-

ganic disease, though there was clearly a large dila-

tation of the stomach ; there were plenty of odd

nervous symptoms, and the case had been dignified

as " hysteria" by good medical authority. No rem-

edies had done any permanent good, but the injec-

tion, every evening, of a third of a grain of morphia

has greatly tranquilized the system, and there has

been scarcely any vomiting since this plan of treat-

ment was begun.

3. Mrs. T., a middle-aged married woman was suffer-

ing from brandy-sickness, the result ofsecret drinking.

A grain of opium, given every hour, relieved a quasi-

delirium, but the vomiting was not checked until I

had administered two hypodermic injections of mor-

phia, each dose being a quarter of a grain. She

then began to take liquid food, and the appetite

soon returned ; but the same cycle of events will, no

doubt, quickly come round again as her habits are

incorrigible.

I do not speculate on the action of morphia in

these cases, as my desire, now, is simply to record

facts.

But it is remarkable that when I began to use

morphia hypodermically, more than nine years ago,

sickness was often a troublesome sequel. And if

further experience should confirm the success of

morphia, when given in this way, in removing the

vomiting of pregnancy, when everything else has

failed, the induction of premature labor will happily

become an alternative very remote.

Chloral Internally.

M. Demaeqtjay, at the last meeting of the Acad-

emie des Sciences, made a communication on the

properties of chloral, in continuation of a pre-

vious one. On this occasion his researches

relate to the human subject, he having administered

chloral twenty times, combined with syrup of tolu,

a spoonful of syrup containing one gramme of chlo-

ral, The quantity administered was from one to
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five grammes, and the taste was not found disagree-

able. Of the twenty experiments', six proved nega-

tive as regards the production of sleep, one of these

patients, 35 years of age, who had undergone exci-

sion of the knee, only obtaining a light sleep of three

quarters of an hour after taking five grammes. On
the other hand, a woman, enfeebled by organic dis-

ease of the uterus, enjoyed, on two different occa-

sions, a peaceful sleep during the whole afternoon

after taking only one gramme. The susceptibility

to this agent, and the duration of the sleep pro-

duced, have in all cases been found to bear a direct

relation to the debility of the subject.

In fourteen cases in which complete sleep was

obtained, it generally commenced in from fifteen to

thirty minutes after taking the chloral. The sleep

so produced is a light one, in no wise resembling

that induced by chloroform. The slightest noise

awakens the patient, but he instantly goes to sleep

again. The slightest prick or gentlest pressure calls

forth a moan, and the part of the body touched is

drawn away. M. Demarquay cannot venture to

say that there is actual hyperesthesia of the surface,

but certainly the sensibility of the skin is entirely

preserved, however deep the sleep may be. Thus
the employment of chloral in operative surgery would

be useless ; but it has been found of great service in

producing immediate and prolonged sleep after the

completion of an operation. But while the sleep in-

duced in several of the patients was calm and tran-

quil, in others it was restless and disturbed by
dreams and hallucinations. This was especially the

case in women suffering from painful organic affec-

tions of the uterus, accustomed to large doses of

opium. In these cases the sleep was prolonged, but

agitated, and accompanied with cries, the patients

eagerly demanding their usual morphia injections.

Next day, these patients seemed unconscious of their

restlessness overnight. As in some patients two or

three grammes of chloral will give rise to a sleep

that is prolonged for hours, it is of importance that

food should be given before administering it in such

cases. Under the use of chloral given in the doses

indicated, neither the pulse, respiration, nor temper-

ature has exhibited much variation. In several cases

the amount of secretion of urine has increased, and

some patients passed urine involuntarily in bed. M.
Demarquay is still pursuing his researches on this

substance, and thus far he comes to the following

conclusion : 1. Chloral possesses a very marked hyp-

notic action, especially in weak and debilitated per-

sons. 2. The duration of its action is in direct

relation to this feebleness. 3. The sleep produced

is in general calm, being only disturbed in those

who are the prey of severe suffering. It seems most

suitable for affections in which it is especially de-

sired to induce sleep and muscular resolution. 4.

It may be given in considerable doses, since from

one to five grammes give rise to no ill effects.

Strong Coffee in Calculus.

C. R. Habeis, M. D., of Staunton, Va., writes to

the Medical Bulletin

:

Doctor C, aet. 36, was attacked 10th Sept. last,

with intense pain over the region of the left kidney,

and along the course of the corresponding ureter,

the result of the passage of a calculus. He had fre-

quently, previous to the attack, passed several small

lithic acid calculi, with his urine. The attack was
violent, and his suffering almost intolerable. Chlo-

roform was used frequently to anaesthesia, and also

internally in liberal doses, with tinct. opii and mor-

phise sulphas, with sinapisms and hot hip bath, with

only temporary relief.

All seeming to fail, the following treatment was
adopted with prompt and permanent relief:

Half a pound of strong ground coffee was added to

12 teacupfuls of hot water, which was boiled down
to nine. One teacupful was ordered hot every 20

or 30 minutes, until 8 were administered, which
gradually brought on perfect relaxation and com-

plete subsidence of all pain. He has felt not the

slightest evidence of a return of the attack up to

this time, Oct. 10, 1869. We have not the time, if

prepared, to dwell upon the modus operandi, but

give the facts for the profession and the benefit of

medical science.

Primitive Surgery.

Prof. Astdbews says in the Chicago Medical Ex-
aminer :

The first care of the Apache medicine-man, is to

have on the field of battle some fresh boughs of the

ash, whose leaves are used in the dressings. Quite

as important, also, is a quantity of the mescal root.

The latter is a nutritious root, which is roasted and

carried with them as food. When it is chewed and

the nutritive part extracted, there remains in the

mouth a wad of woody fibres, like a plug of coarse

tow. The doctor first lays on the wound a fresh

ash leaf; he then places on it a plug of the chewed

mescal fibres, and thrusts the whole into the wound
a plan which in narrow wounds must often be very

useful, but rarely of any benefit in gunshot injuries,

as the latter seldom bleed. It would seem that

they are not content to leave the tampon quietly in

its place, but deem it important to change it fre-

quently. After one of the battles in New Mexico,

where some twenty or thirty savages were wound-

ed, the U. S. surgeon found the Apache field hos-

pital, and discovered in it about a bushel of the

bloody mescal plugs, which had accumulated from

their constant change of dressings. After this pro-

cess has been continued until they deem the danger

of hemorrhage entirely over, the next step is to go

deeper, for the first plugs were only pushed into the

orifices of the wounds. They now fill the entire

track of the arrow or bullet to its extremity, with a

tampon, which they allow to remain a short time.
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Finally, they remove it, and complete the cure by

the application of herbs externally. All this treat-

ment is accompanied with a suitable amount of

.superstitious mummery.

Toxic Action of Quinine.

,
Dr. Edward Gakraway, of Faversham, writes

to the British Medical Journal ;

I was called last month to a lady, aged 40, in pre-

vious good health, who had been suddenly seized

with oedema of the face and limbs, accompanied by

an unusual erythematous rash. She had considera-

ble uneasiness in the prsecordia, and was in a state

of great alarm. Certainly there was sufficient cause,

for she was greatly disfigured, and her arms felt

ready to burst. Her idea was, that she had been

poisoned by a white powder, which she had procured

at a chemist's, in mistake for quinine, and of which

about a grain had been taken in a glass of wine. I

taxed her with having eaten fungi, shell-fish, decom-

posing cheese, and other unwonted articles of food,

but she pleaded guilty to none of these things. On
bringing me the remains of the white powder, it

proved to be pure sulphate of quinine. I repudiated

the idea of this having done her any harm. After

three or four days, the oedema and the rash subsided

but the skin of the face scaled off, and there was
peeling of the hands and feet, as after scarlatina.

My patient remaining somewhat enfeebled, I, unre-

flectingly, ordered a quinine mixture, by way of

tonic. Two hours after taking the first dose—two
grains—she sent for me, exclaiming, "Oh, you have

poisoned me with quinine again." To my infinite

chagrin and mortification, all the former symptoms
recurred.

I doubt if I have omitted prescribing quinine any

day for the last twenty years—in this locality it is

largely needed—and this is the first instance in which

I have recognized any ill effect, beyond headache,

resulting from its administration.

G-raefe.

In a letter from Dr. Beard to the Medical Re-

cord, the following account of this distinguished

physician appears

:

The many friends of Graefe in America will re-

gret to learn, that his health has been so feeble that

he was obliged to suspend active labor and flee to

Switzerland. I was informed, however, by one of

the assistants of his clir.ique, that his affection,

which was of a pulmonary character, has been so

far relieved by change of air and scene, that there

is a good probability of his return to the duties of

his profession.

The popularity of Graefe among the masses of

the people is, I think, unparallelled in the medical his-

tory of modern times. It is to be accounted for

partly by the fact that, although of noble descent,

his sympathies have been with the people
;
partly by

his well-known clinique, where 6000 patients are

annually treated
;
partly by a personal magnetism

that both fascinates and inspires, and partly, also
f

by the good fortune in having been born in a land
where scientific men are better appreciated, and
more highly honored than in any other nation of

our times.

A distinguished writer, matchless in sarcasm, has

said of Westminster Abbey, " that it contained

many monuments without a name, and many
names without a monument." The same remark
will not so truly apply to modern Prussia, for here

the laurels are prepared for men of thought as well

as men of action, for philosophers and thinkers as

well as for kings and generals, for those who save

life as well as for those who destroy it. Even Ber-

lin, fresh in the excitement of a victorious war, seems,

by no means, to bring the first fruits of its affection

to the altars of royalty, at least, so far as can be

judged from the numberless pictures, photographs,

and other similar expressions of the popular feeling

that abound in the streets and shops of the city.

Far above the names of King William and Bis-

marck, and surmounting them, as the dome of a

cathedral surmounts its minarets and towers, is the

name of Alexander von Humboldt. Such popular-

ity of scientific men is unknown in America or hi

England. They here accord to Humboldt the

honor which we are accustomed to bestow only on
military deliverers and distinguished statesmen,

and the shop windows and bookstores of Berlin

display almost as many remembrances of that great

leader in sciences as New York presents of Wash-
ington and Lincoln.

Next to Humboldt, the scientific name which is

dearest to the masses of the people in Berlin is that

of Graefe.

Treatment of Snake-Bites.

Dr. G. B. Halford has published an article on
the treatment of snake-bites by the injection of

ammonia into the veins. He says that, in order to

avoid the fallacies and difficulties attending the poi-

soning of dogs by snake-bites, he has injected the

snake-poison subcutaneously, and in only one in-

stance out of many has he failed to produce the

effect of the poison. As to the manner of adminis-

tering the ammonia, he says that, when given by the

mouth, the stomach is more likely to reject than

to retain it ; that the circulation is slow, and, con-

sequently, absorption does not take place; that

the ammonia, before it enters the circulation, ceases

to be that which was given (part, at least, being con-

verted into hydrochlorate) ; and that experience

shows that the method cannot be relied on. Sub-

cutaneous injection is inadmissible, because the

ammonia destroys the tissues and is not absorbed
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The plan which Dr. Halford follows is to inject

liquid ammonia mixed with two parts of water

directly into a vein"; within twenty or thirty seconds

it passes to every part of the body. Dr. Halford re-

lates four experiments on dogs, performed in Octo-

ber and November of last year ; and relates ten

cases of snake-bite in the human subject, in some

of which the injection of ammonia proved success-

ful—the failure in one case arising apparently from

the remedy having been delayed too long. In some

of the successful cases, the patients had passed into

a state of stupor, from which they emerged soon

after the injection. In one of the cases, a girl, aged

14, was retored from a comatose state by the injec-

tion of ammonia—no other remedy being used

—

and recovered in a few hours. Next day, she was
again bitten, and was again restored by the ammo-
nia. On both occasions, the ammonia produced a

state of excitement, for which it was necessary, the

second time, to administer sedatives for two or three

days.

The Climate of Laramie "Valley.

Dr. H. H. Hued writes to the JV. T. Medical
Hecord

:

" The constantly increasing number of patients

who come under our observation every year, suffering

from rose cold or hay fever, has turned the attention

of medical men to those localities in which it does

not exist. Hitherto the sea-coast, or some of the

islands in the Northern lakes, have constituted

almost the only place of refuge from this annoying
affection. Since the opening of the Pacific Kailroad,

many inquiries have been made about the influence

of the climate of the high table-lands, which lie be-

tween Nebraska and Salt Lake upon this disease,

and I therefore take the liberty of laying before

your readers the following extracts from a letter

written by Dr. H. Latham, of Wyoming Territory

:

* The Laramie Valley is situated at an altitude of

7100 feet above the sea. It is on both sides of a

pure, rapid mountain stream fed by the melting

snows of the Snowy Range. The Blacks Hills

bound the valley on the east, rising to the altitude

of 2000 feet above it. On the south and west is the

great Snowy Range, at a distance of 30 miles, rising

7000 or 8000 feet above it. The hills and moun-
tains are eovered with short grasses, while higher

upon their sides pines and other evergreens grow.

The valley is covered with short grass throughout

its whole breadth. The hills, mountain sides, and

valley are alike dry. The soil is a light, sandy

loam, and the wash of the mountains has little or

no vegetable deposit. I do not know of a square

rod of marsh in the Territory. The grasses finished

their growth and ripened during June, until which

time they wore a deep green, but now (Aug. 6th),

owing to the absence of rain and the dry character

of the soil, they are far advanced in curing—so

much so as to give a rich straw-color to plain and

hill-side. On the mountain, hill-side and valley, I

do not know of a sandy place where the air can

stir up any fine dust. The temperature is mild>

and the air exceedingly dry. In both particulars

—

temperature and humidity—it is equable—more so.

I think, than any other region on this continent

In proof of this I enclose meteorlogical notes for

July. During four years' experience I have never

seen a case of asthma or hay fever. Of all the sup-

posed causes of this last troublesome disease, I can-

not see a single one in our soil, climate, or vegeta-

tion. I have, however, never met a case brought

here as a test. * * * * I can only give my
opinion, and say that I know of no reason why
there should not be complete immunity from hay

fever in these mountains. So far as the question

of the adaptability of this climate to the wants oi

those who are suffering from debility, in any form

and from any cause, I answer unhesitatingly, that it

has no equal in America during the summer
months.'

"The meteorological notes inclosed, fully cor-

roborates all that has been stated above regarding

the uniformity of temperature and freedom from

moisture. The highest temperature at any single

observation is 86°, while the lowest at any one ob-
servation is 40°. The highest daily mean of tem-
perature is 75.50°, and the lowest during the month
of July is 57.50°, while the average daily mean is

64.64°. There were only four days in which rain

fell, and that only to the depth of 57-100 of an inch,

while the remaining twenty-seven days were pleas-

ant. Observations with the hygrometer rarely gave
a daily mean of less than 55°, or more than 72°.

This extreme dryness of the air would seem to be
almost the sole phenomena from which any unfavor-

able influence upon hay fever might arise. It is

possible, but not probable, that this light, dry air-

may cause an irritation of the nasal and pharyngeal
mucous surfaces. Its immunity from the other

causes of this form of asthma renders this Laramie
Yalley worthy of a trial, by those who are com-
pelled to go to some favorable region to avoid the

discomforts of the above-mentioned disease, pro-
duced by the abundant vegetation of more highly
cultivated localities."

V
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Reviews and Book Notices.

NOTES ON BOOKS.
The College Coubant Illustrated.—This

successful college, literary and scientific paper, pub-
lished at New Haven, the seat of Yale College, has
commenced a series of illustrated biographical arti-

cles. The first is a sketch and portrait of the new
President ofHarvard, C. W. Elliot. The portrait is

a very excellent one. Sketches of other distin-

guished college men, with their portraits f will follow

from week to week
;

also, views of colleges, and
cuts of new scientific apparatus. Among the con-
tributors to the Coubant are a hundred or more of
the ablest College Presidents and Professors in the«

Country.
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MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER.

PHILADELPHIA, NOVEMBER 13, 1869.

S. W. BUTLER, M. D., D. G. 8RINTON, M. D. , Editors.

8^" Medical Society ana Clinical Reports, Notes and
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence.
News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect-
fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such, especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-
vation, will be liberally paid for.

8^* To insure publication, articles must be practical,
s-brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

{prepared, so as to require little revision

.

t|

We particularly value the practical experience ot coun-
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belougs to the profession.

NOTICE !

!

By reference to the Prospectus in another
01 column, it will be seen that we have made,
' and are making arrangements for communica-
1

tions from some of the best medical writers,

f

and most prominent medical men in the coun-

try. "We are expending more on the
(
Literary Department of the Reporter

j than was ever before dreamed of in

I
this country. If the leading Physicians

! and Surgeons of America do not write for the

! medical journals, as do those of Europe, we
i

are determined that it shall be no fault
( OF OURS. We shall expect—and have a right
\ to expect, a commensurate support.

: For new subscribers we make the following

1 Liberal Offers :

1. To any of our present subscribers who
will send us a new name, a copy of the Phy-
sician's Daily Pocket Record ; and credit

on books, etc., for more than one name, to the

amount of one dollar for each name.
2. New subscribers who remit $5, will be

entered £o the end of 1870. Those who send

in their subscriptions soon, will therefore re-

ceive the Reporter for Fourteen Months
for Five Dollars

!

PORTRAIT OF DR. GROSS.
As a New Year's Present, we propose

to send our subscribers in the issue of the

Medical and Surgical Reporter for Jan-

uary 1st, 1870, a Splendid, First-class, Original

Steel-engraved Portrait of

SAMUEL D. GROSS, M. D.,

Professor of Surgery in the Jefferson Medical

College of this city.

RyAfew Artists' Proofs of the Portrait

will be struck off on boards of a size suitable

for framing. Price $1.00 each.

A NEGLECTED STUDY.
So far as we are aware there is not a medi-

cal college in the United States that includes

in its faculty a professor of the history of med-
icine. Nor is there a book in the English

language which treats of this subject in any
adequate manner. Yet no one who re-

flects at all carefully, and has his eyes open,

to the benefits of former experience, can

doubt for a moment but that this study, now
so much neglected, is one of great importance

and practical utility.

There is not even a clear conception in the

minds of most what such a history or histor-

ical course should be, otherwise we should not

hear, as we often do hear, the exclamation,

" What use is there of a knowledge of ex-

ploded theories and obsolete doctrines?" or

" What benefit is it to the practitioner ta

know a quantity of dates and names of doc-

tors long since dead, and nigh forgotten ?"

Now, the history of medicine neither means
a history of medical theories, nor a biograph-

ical compendium of once distinguished teach-

ers, nor an account of diseases and epidemics.

It is true that Sprengel gives us the first,

Renouard the second, and Heeser the third,

and each calls his work a history of medicine.

Hence it is that the profession in America,,

seeing nothing offered it in this department

but such husks containing little nutriment, has

neglected completely the topic, or given it no

space in the curriculum of the college.

This is a serious though a natural error, and

its reaction on medical science is evident

in many things. There is great readiness

to confess that medicine is not an exact

science, that there is fashion in remedies

as there is in dress, that we owe little to the

old masters, that much which they thought

salutary we know to be prejudicial and con-

trariwise ; much that we suppose to be new
and good is but a revival of ancient practice

and suggestions. These vague expressions, so

common, so plausible, yet on the whole so

false, arise from ignorance. We venture to

say that not half a dozen physicians, educated

exclusively in this country, can be found who
can tell precisely and clearly what views even

such a famous doctor as Van Helmont prac-

ticed upon. How little, then, are the masses

of physicians able to derive benefit from the

experience and observation of generations i

The History of Medicine should be studied

as a record of the various means and appli-

ances by which mankind has, from the earliest
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times, attempted to combat disease. Necessa-

rily the ideas they formed of the nature of dis-

ease, of the human body and its functions, of

the processes of chemistry and pharmacy,of the

origin of epidemics, of the mechanical princi-

ples involved in obstetrics and surgery, and of

the specific qualities of drugs would come in-

to the plan and be grouped around the central

scene of the conflict with death. Then, too,

as all human action is carried on by human
agents, the famous characters of the past, the

grand old masters, whose footsteps ever echo

through the ages, would have a prominent po-

sition in the tableau, not as stiff figure-heads,

tacked to some theory, or labelled and laid

away as of such a name and date, but as active

participants in the struggle for truth, listening

atteutively to what they could catch of na-

ture's whispered secrets, and repeating them
in clear tones to their day and generation.

Medical history, studied in this manner,
taught as the constant efforts of the human
mind to meet and conquer physical death, as

the gradually accumulated wisdom of all ages,

as the panorama of man's onward struggles

to knowledge, would have a deep interest and
a practical value, which have not been credit-

ed to it heretofore. Such instruction would
lead us to respect our predecessors more highly,

and would aid us to steer clear of many fol-

lies and vain delusions which pseudo-science is

ready to offer. It would teach us that by care-

ful experiment and rational observation, med-
icine may rank as an exact science ; that as in

chemistry and other natural sciences, so here
the laws we deal with are universal and un-
failing.

Which of our American colleges will be the
first to inaugurate such a professorship, and
who will be the man to fill it in such a way
as will prove its real usefulness ?

INTEMPERANCE AS A DISEASE.
In the transactions of the Medical Society

of the State of Pennsylvania, is the report of
of a committee on this subject, which deserves

some comment, if not criticism. The Chair-

man of the Committee is Dr. Joseph Parrish,
who has charge of the Private Inebriate

Asylum near Media, Pa. Without actually

urging the propriety of " moderate drinking,"

this report is unquestionably and plainly in

favor of it. The desire for stimulants and nar-

cotics is characterized as a natural tendency, a
constitutional " sense of want," everywhere

felt, everywhere satisfied, and therefore (mai ion

the sequitur) laudable and right.

Without, at present, going further, let us e:

amine the logic of this argument. Are all tl

natural and universal tendencies of human ns

ture proper and correct ? If so, what become
of Christianity, which is based on the beli<

in a fallen, & naturally evil disposition? Thei
is a universal tendency in man to covet h
neighbor's goods, and to get them in any wa
he can. Is this to be justified by the saint"

therefore ? If so, what becomes—not of Chri m
tianity merely—but of any moral or civil la

at all ?

But to apply the statement closer. Is th:

craving, so wide-spread, so generally indulge^
one of health or disease ? The Report granli

that it is in effect one of disease, one whic

the individual feels " must be satisfied or htt

is unfitted for the service of life." We kno 1 £

that in perfect health no man wants eithe G

stimulants or narcotics, except when alreadP

habituated to them. Now, is every disease

craving, every abnormal desire of the sic

body to be obeyed as a voice of nature ? Whf It

is ready to defend this reductio ad absurdumM
And what a responsibility does he assume whc*oni

on this slender ground, risks the welfare o,

thousands

!

LIFE INSURANCE AGAIN.
What we said in a late editorial on this topi,

((

seems to have touched a number of people oi|
e

what must be a sensitive spot. Fortunateljuit

we have found quite as many on our side

against us. Shortly after it appeared a phj1

^
sician, connected with one of the leading com

j

panies in this city as examiner, called an^J
said :

" I am glad you are disclosing some oi; Sot

the abuses of the Insurance companies. It iinili

time that the unfairness of many of them wer< s

y
ei

exposed."
jjjjj

The president of another company freeljfy

granted that many of the abuses we spoke ol^ffii]

are prevalent, but objected to the article be
1^

cause it seemed to oppose the system of in
J

e

surance altogether. ^
This was certainly not our intention, as

esteem very highly the theory of Life Insurthai

ance, and what we have to object to is not a !om

all the system itself, but the abuses—we be'^a

lieve we can say the notorious abuses—whicHfl

prevent the system from being courageously

and honestly carried out. We deplore, anc
^

we have a right to deplore, the ignorance ant^
the timidity, not to say venality, which w^
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now exists in reference to medical examina-

ac ons, certificates, etc., not of all, but of many
mapanies, and the manifest injustice of the

forfeiture and other plans.

fraf we are so earnestly desired to make good
Ei
iir words we shall have no hesitation and no

3:

ifficulty in doing so. Let us take, in order

ijl display the medical skill which presides

301

ver some of these companies, the Knicker-

bocker Life Insurance Company, of £Tew
^ork, of which Dr. E. W. Derby is Consult-
u
ig Physician. He has recently issued a small

amphlet entitled "Instructions to Medical

Ixaminers," accompanied with a Circular

recommended for earnest perusal" by the

^'resident, Erasttts Lyman. The Circular is

;
ich. This is the exordium :

New York, Aug. 2d, 1869.

To the Medical Examiners f the Knickerbocker

ijo Life Insurance Company

:

n Gentlemen.—Kequested by the President,
Agreeable to myself, but hastened by circum-
stances, I diffidently, modestly, becomingly
,onfident, place before you the following for

Perusal.

iR It is an every-day occurrence to us as thinking
eings, that many of the thoughts which are

j
onstantly and oft flitting athwart and through
>ur minds, acquire out of their inconstancy
-,nd recurrence a constancy of ideas thereby
ssuming the garb of facts which, by their

ssociation, obtain the seeming of solid facts."

And this is the peroration :

" Clusters of thoughts throng me on every
[i3e, and the poised pen awaits their bidding,
[out as your patience may not be as inexhaust-
jible as my subject, it is proper perhaps that I
; hould close for the present. Let us, then,
vith one harmonious unity of opinion and
Purpose

,
invigorated with reburnished intelli-

gence, hesitating not, faltering not, deviating
• lot from the one pathway, whose gate is hu-

, aility, to which truthful conscience is the key,

y ver and forever continue the inflexible cham-
pions of our peerless Knickerbocker ; never
ailing in our contributive mite to the swell-
ng tide of her envied splendor of success, the
jffulgence of which has with electric speed
looded everywhere

;
knowing full well that

{

he prestige of the past is but the harbinger
>f the future, and that ere long she will pro-
laim in trumpet tones through her millions,

;hatthe veil of probability is rent asunder, and
ihat her well-deserved fullness is so nearly

s

ompletely harvested, that she will reflect such
. halo of lustre as will equal the morn tide
ustre irradiating the horizon, and that she will

ejoice in her colossal mightiness of strength
ike a giant to run his race."

The body of the instructions is of course

•orrowed from well-known authorities, but

here and there the Consulting Physician strikes

out with bold originality. For instance, in

reference to female risks, he says: " It has

been deemed advisable to accept such females

only as are willing to allow a proper uterine

examination. A digital or speculum exami-

nation is necessary. If married, their hus-

bands must, if acceptable, be insured."

Now when such a medical light as this is to

guide the whole medical staff of a company

—

and we have not shown Derby at his worst

—we seriously ask is our warning unfounded?

Can it be supposed that subordinates will not

take advantage of the imbecility of their supe-

rior ? If such is the head, what must the

members be ?

The figures which a correspendent took

pains to give us, and which we willingly pub
lished, are drawn from the returns made by
companies themselves. Their accounts have

not been audited by any disinterested tribunal,

and while we have no wish to discredit them
in the main, we all know that a company con-

ducting a business irregularly would make
false returns to conceal deficiences. "We also

know that the Insurance Commissioner of

Massachusetts discovered, in the year 1868,

discrepancies in some companies nearly to the

amount of half a million of dollars in their

valuations. But these points as outside of the

medical branch of the question, we prefer to

leave for financial journals. We only wish to

call attention again to the palpable unfairness

of confiscating partially paid up policies. We
know several instances where this has resulted

in most distressing injustice. And we now
recall one of a clergyman who, in order not to

lose his investment in an Endowment Policy,

is obliged to submit to painful deprivation in

order to keep his policy alive. For him and

for many another, the system is a hard one,

and after all, of dubious utility.

Death from a Dissecting Wound.

Prof. Bcehm, one of the most eminent medical

men of Berlin, died a few days since under fearful

circumstances; while dissecting before a class of

students he pricked a finger. He thought it a mere

abrasion of the skin, and failed to cauterize it.

Two days afterwards his hand began to swell, and

became enormous. The poison pervaded his whole

system and killed him. He retained his conscious-

ness nearly to the last, and saw his end approach

with undisturbed firmness.
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The Case of Surgeon Green.
The approval by the Secretary of the Navy, of

the findings of the Court Martial in the case of Sur-

geon Green is meeting with severe and just criticism

on all sides. If it is necessary, in order to be a
Medical officer in the Navy of the United States, to

renounce one's professional opinion, to deliberately

<lo injustice to a sick man, to falsify the oath which
the Surgeon takes to do his duty by the sick, and to

defer in matters of Medical Science to an ignoramus,
—if it is neccessary to do all this at the beck and
nod of some ignorant upstut clothed in a little brief

authority, then the Navy of the U. S. is a disgrace

to the country and world.

" He should have obeyed and afterward protested,"

say the martinets, " then discipline would have been
maintained." That is to say, that every order to a

Medical Officer about the sick in his care, even if

uttered by a drunkard, an insane man, or a heartless

tyrant, must be promptly obeyed, and the Doctor
may complain afterward (after his patient's death,

perhaps), if indeed he be not refused this privilege

as Dr. Green was. For instance, if he is ordered to

report a man well who is sick, or to say that one has

measles when he has yellow-fever, he is to perjure

himself by complying. A fico for such discipline!

We shall look with interest for the forthcoming

report ofthe new Secretary of the Navy (Robeson)
in the hope that on this subject he may show the

same good judgment and discrimination that has

characterized other of his acts.

Phosphoric Acid in Organic Nature.

In a recent number of the Scientific American it

is remaiked that the exudates of plants generally

contain no phosphoric acid ; at least such is the case

with manna and gum-arabic. It is known that in

exhausting the pulp of young roots with water,

fibrin is obtained, which contains pectose and the in-

crusting substances. It follows, therefore, that the

skeleton of vegetables owes its solidity not to the

phosphates, as is the case with that of animals. The
leaves that remain in the forests during winter yield

ashes rich in iron, silica, and lime, but free of phos-
phorus. It is also worthy of note that, although

analysis has as YCt failed to discover phosphates in

the sea, the maritime plants contain considerable

quantities of this substance.

Corenwinder, at least, has searched in vain for

phosphoric arid in the water of the North Sea, as

well as in the boijer sediments of vessels crossing

the ocean. The \>< V. < of flowers and the spores

of cryptogams are rich in acid of phosphorus; this

being especially the case with the pollards of Lilium
candivm. It is remarkable that the ashes of pollards

and those of the semen of animals are nearly allie

in their component parts, they being both rich i:

phosphoric acid.

n The Fossil Man."
At Lafayette, twelve miles south of Syracuse, £

Y., early in October, a farmer commenced to dig
well, and had reached the depth of two and a ha
feet in the loose surface soil when his spade struc
some stony mass. Uncovering it he discovered, t

his astonishment, that it was the figure of a mar
about ten feet high, rudely cut in a soft sandstone
The news soon spread. Firet it was supposed to b
a petrified giant of the human species, (!) then a
idol of the Indians, and finally a work of the earl
Jesuits. All these suppositions are absurd and un
tenable, and we have no doubt that this archajologi
cal specimen, like Abbe Domenech's famous Livr
des Sauvages, recently published by the Frenc
government, is the work of cotemporary artists, wh
have resolved to make a good
ignorance and curiosity.

thing out of publ

Keenness of the Senses.
Saunderson the mathematician lost his sight i

1683—when only one year old—after a severe a
tack of the small-pox. But spite of his complet
blindness, he gave himself up to the assiduous dut
of the sciences, and finally lectured at the Univer
sity of Cambridge, on mathematics and optics, witl
wonderful success. His sense of touch was exquis
itely fine. Thus in a collection of Roman medals
he could distinguish the genuine from the false, al

though the latter were often so admirably counter
feited as to deceive those who examined them wit]
their eyes. By the different feeling of the air o,

his face, he could tell when an object was placed be
fore him. And his hearing was so accurate .

seizing and appreciating the slightest sounds, tha
he could determine the height of any chamber int.

which he was introduced, and his distance fron
the wall!

Alexander von Humboldt.
The centennial aniversary of the birth day of thi

great naturalist, leads us to remark, that amon
his numerous contributions to science, there ar
several of much interest and value to anatomist
and physiologists. He was one of the first to ex
amine critically the action of the electric current or
nerve and muscle fibre ; his observations on the en
demic diseases of the tropics are still quoted ; and
many of his physiological papers are referred to ic

leading works on that subject.

Vaccination.
At a meeting of the Social Science Association

in New York, Prof. Francis Bacon, of Yale College,,
read an article on vaccination as an element of putn
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lie health. He remarked that if ever the practice

of vaccination falls into disrepute, we shall have a

new pestilence among us, destroying yearly from

3,000 to 6,000 persons in and about New York.

There is a vague feeling among the community at

large, and even among physicians, that vaccination

now and then transmits a constitutional disease.

1 " Is it possible, Doctor, that my child can have

JLtaken scrofula from a scrofulous child through vac-

cination?" Without declaring such a thing abso-

t lutely impossible, we may safely say that it a great

1 deal easier for the child to have taken it from its

parents ! In England probably 30,000,000 vaccina-
5 tions have been performed during the present cen-

tury. With what evil results? Marson, who has

" performed over 50,000 vaccinations, " has never seen

? other diseases communicated with the vaccine dis-

! ease, nor does he believe in the popular reports that
1 they are so communicated." Leese, with an ex-

perience scarcely less extensive, agrees with Marson.

Dr. West, who has treated, during 17 years, 26,000

infants and children, is of the same view. Prof.

Paget, speaking from a large experience, says

:

Now, vaccination (though I believe it very rarely

does,) by disturbing the general health, may give

opportunity for the external manifestation and com-

plete evolution of some constitutional affection

which, but for it, might have remained rather longer

latent." And he adds : " This is the worst thing

that can, with any show of reason, be charged

against vaccination ; even this can very seldom be

charged with truth." That is to say, a child with a
il humor in the blood " will be apt to have the humor
" break out " whenever the system is irritated,

whether by vaccination, teething, or bad diet. Can
the medical profession be expected to support a sys-

tem which will take away a certain portion of their

practice ? Very likely, yes ; for the operation is to

many a troublesome one, and it is not paid in pro-

portion to the loss of time it involves. Cannot,

then, the Governments of States or the General

Government be induced to take the simple step of

offering vaccination to all, under guarantees of

purity such as the public would confide in ?

Prize Questions.

At the recent meeting of the Boylston Medical

committee appointed by Harvard College, it was vo-

ted that no dissertation on either of the subjects

proposed for the year 1869 was consideied worthy of

a prize.

The following are the questions proposed for

1870:

1. The Modern Pathology of Tumors.

2. Aphasia, or the Relation of the Brain to

Speech.

The author of the best dissertation considered

worthy of a prize, on either of the subjects proposed

for 1870, will be entitled to a premium of two hun-
dred dollars.

Dissertations on these subjects must be trans-

mitted, postpaid, to John Jeffries, M. D., on or be-

fore the first Wednesday in April, 1870.

The following questions are proposed for 1871 :

—

1. Criticisms on the recent opinion of a medical
writer that the less serious Diseases of the Ear may
be successfully treated by a well-qualified general

practitioner, and the more serious affections by
none.

2d. Recent advances in the Pathology and Treat-

ment of Cutaneous Disease.

Dissertations on these subjects must be trans-

mitted as above, on or before the first Wednesday
in April, 1871.

The author of the best dissertation on either of
the subjects proposed for 1871 will be entitled to a

premium of one hundred and fifty dollars.

A Seasonable Hint.

In a thoughtful article in a late number of Lip-
pincotfs Magazine, Dr. S. Weir Mitchell re-

marks :

1 will ask you to note carefully the expression

and figures of the young girls whom you may chance

to meet in your walks, or you may watch them at

a concert, or on some grand occasion. Then, I

think, you will see many very charming faces, the

like of which the world cannot match—figures

somewhat too spare of flesh, and especially south of

Rhode Island a marvellous littleness of hand and
foot. But look a little further :—you will be struck

with a certain hardness of line in form and feature

which should not be seen between thirteen and
eighteen. Multitudes of our young girls are

merely pretty to look at—their destiny is the shawl

and the sofa, neuralgia, weak backs and hysteria

—

that domestic demon, which has made, I am per-

suaded, almost as much wretchedness as the hus-

band's dram.

The Pope and the Doctors.

We are led to believe that a statement made re-

cently by a correspondent in this Journal is a mistake.

We allude to the monition said to have been issued

by the Pope to the physicians of Rome, enjoining

them in no case to continue their attendance upon
patients who are dangerously ill unless tbey have

made their confession within three days after the

doctor's first visit. In one of the Roman Catholic

papers a correspondent from Stuttgart enclosed the

following translation of an article in the Deutsche*

Volksblatt, a Wurtemburg Catholic newspaper

:

" Our correspondent in Rome writes to us under
date of May 24 : < The Cardinal Vicar has issued a
circular by which the Physicians and Apothecaries

are reminded of the old law, which imposes upon
them the duty of urging sick persons, where life
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may appear in danger, to confer with their confes-

sors : it has frequently happened lately in Rome that

people have died without the sacraments, who it was

hy no means to be supposed would have neglected

confession had they been informed of their situa-

tion.'"

We hope that it is on this circular that the report

in question was based.

Empiric Practice.

A physician of experience writes to us

:

«Iam glad to see you advocating, in a measure,

what may be called empiric practice. Every

physician of any experience who makes use of his

powers of observation finds that many agents are

curative, and can discover no satisfactory means of

accounting for their action. I have seen remedies

produce cures, contrary to all known rules, and yet

I knew such to be the fact."

" Marry or Die."

This was the startling title which an English re-

viewer of the Scotch Registrar General's report

adopted in order to bring vividly to the reader 's

mind the fact that these reports show that the mor-

tality of the unmarried is much greater than that

of the married in even so moral a community as

that of Scotland. Indeed it has been maintained by

several writers on hygiene that no instance of great

longevity, that is to say over a century, can be found

among unmarried females. Dr. J. I. Weight,

of this city however, notes a case where a maiden

lady died recently at the age of 102 years. He says

there can be no doubt that she was of this age. Such

an instance is so rare, that we think it worth putting

on record.

The Mutter Lectureship.

The Fifth course of this Lectureship on Surgical

Pathology is to be delivered by Dr. John H. Brin-

ton. The subject will be " Gunshot Injuries," and

the topics included will be fire-arms and projectiles,

theory of fire, general phenomena attendant upon

ball-wounds, death, ratios of casualties in battle,

local effects of ball wounds, general prognosis, and

gun-shot injuries of bones, joints, and the chest.

The lecturer's extensive experience in sclopetic in-

juries will render this probably the most instructive

course yet delivered.

Conservative Surgery.

Dr. Antonio Piccioni of Bastia relates an in-

teresting case of conservative surgery in a recent

number of the Tribune Medicate. About twenty-

five years ago a boy six years old was brought to his

office with the third phalanx of the right index

completely disarticulated by the fall of a sharp

edged stone upon it. The phalanx hung only by

a very small shred of skin on the palmar surface to

the remainder of the finger. Doctor P. proposed to

remove it with the knife, but the child made such

an out-cry, that without any real hopes of preserv-

ing it he bound the fragment with great care in its
4

natural spot and fastened it with splints. The child

was bled slightly and the cold water dressing ap-

plied. To his astonishment he found that in three

days the parts had united, by first intention, and,

in a few weeks no signs of the wound were visible.

Errata.

In the Reporter of October 23d, p. 245, second

column, 16th line from bottom for "scorbutic" read

scrofulous; 3d line from bottom for "splinters"

read splints. Page 246 same article, 6th line from

the end for " protruded" read pronated; 2d line

from the end, for " interior" read anterior. The
signature should be J. F. Grimes, M. D.—and the

residence Wapello, Iowa.

Centenarians.

From the number of centenarians coming to

light in every direction, one would suppose that the

average duration of human life is certainly lengthen-

ing. We have before us an account of one Joshua
Kannock, a native of Scotland, formerly a resident

of Maine, but living in Ossipee, New Hampshire, for

forty years past, who is claimed to be, " according to

the best information," one hundred and sixty years

of age. He is cared for by his descendents of the fifth

generation, and, it is said, fought in the old French

and Revolutionary wars. Though now nearly im-

becile, his recoDections of early days are quite clear.

Will some of our readers in that section inform us

certainly in regard to this case ?

A New Amalgam.
Those engaged in making experiments in fric-

tional electricity may be interested to learn the

composition of a new amalgam, which is said to be

very much superior to the old composition of two

parts of quicksilver, one part tin and one part

zinc. This new composition is made by melting

two parts of chemically pure zinc in an iron ladle,

and then carefully adding, while gently stirring it

with an earthen pipe-stem, one part of quicksilver.

After cooling, an extremely tough, but easily pul-

verized amalgam, of a silver-white color, is ob-

tained, which may be kept in closed vials for any

length of time ; and when needed, the necessary

quantity is to be ground up in a porcelain mortar,

with a little tallow.

Meteoric Medicine.
Of the various cosmical influences which may act

upon the condition of our bodies and lead to health

or disease, shooting stars are probably the last that

will occur to most readers. But the London Spec-
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tator thinks that it might be plausibly maintained

on evidence drawn from known facts and dates

that occasionally a meteoric shower has brought a

plague and pestilence with it. The "sweating sick-

ness " even has been associated (though, we admit,

not very satisfactorily) with the 33-year returns

of great displays of November shooting stars. With-

out insisting, it says, on such hypotheses as these,

which scarcely rest on stronger evidence than the

notion that the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah

was brought about by an unusually heavy downfall

-of sodium-laden (that is, salt-laden) meteors, we
may content ourselves by pointing out that the

labors of eminent chemists have shown that the air

is actually loaded at times with precisely such forms

of metallic dust as the theories of astronomers re-

specting meteors would lead us to look for.

Coffee Making.

We are more and more pleased with Labiaux's

patent felt filter for making coffee. We take a ma-

tutinal cup of an infusion of the aromatic berry pre-

pared by his directions, and begin to think that we
never knew before what first-rate coffee is. Con-

cerning coffee it has long been known that about one-

half of the caffeine disappears in roasting. The ques"

tion has been what became of it, as it was found

that when all the volatile products are re-

covered and analyzed, it is not detected among
them. Mr. Persostne has lately solved the problem

by proving that this lost caffeine is transformed by

one of the magic touches of organic chemistry into

methyl-ammonia which can readily be liberated from

an extract of the roasted berry.

Woman's Medical College of the New York In-
firmary.

The second session of this institution was opened

on Tuesday, the 5th instant, Professor Ball deliver-

ing the introductory address. Since its last session

the College has leased the building on the south-

east corner of Second aveuue and Eighth street, ad-

joining the Infirmary, and so remodelled it as to

adapt it admirably to its present purpose. With

these increased facilities, and an augmented number
of students, the new session begins auspiciously.

A Polish Medico-Scientific Congress.

A Congress of Polish Physicians and Naturalists,

was held, for the first time, on September 20th, at

Cracow, under the presidency of Professor Meyer.

Dr. Galezowski, of Paris, was chosen Vice-Presi-

dent. Five sections were formed, viz: 1. Physio-

graphy ; 2. Anatomy and Physiology ; 3. Clinical

Knowledge, under the presidency of Professor Brod-

owicz, Dr. Dieth (Burgomaster of Cracow,) and Dr.

Galezowski ; 4. Hygiene and Sanitary Policy ; 5.

Chemistry and Pharmacy.

Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.

Umbilical Coecum.

Ed. Med. and Surg. Reporter:
Dear Sir :—I have occasion to notice in your col-

umns another instance of the occurrence of this

malformation, in addition to the two given in the

Rerorter for August 11th, 1866. The monstrosity

was found at the autopsy of a person dead of

phthisis
;
and, as in each of the instances just cited,

could have had no appreciable effect upon his gen-

eral health. The patient had suffered severely with

diarrhoea during the last stages of his disease, and
the bowels were in some places inflamed and ulcera-

ted ; but this had nothing to do with the malformation,

in question. In this instance, the cul-de-sac was sit-

uated on the small intestine, about 8| feet from the

stomach; as the bowels lay on opening the abdo-

men, it appeared considerably above and to the left

of the point representing the middle of the belly,

upon the convexity of a coil of intestine, and so in

opposition with the walls of the abdomen in front

;

its axis projected upward, forward, and a little to

the left. Its general characters were similar to those

of the two specimens already noticed—particularly

the first mentioned—so that there is no occasion to

repeat the description ; nor have I anything to offer

regarding the nature of the malformation, beyond

what was said on the former occasion. The speci-

men has been sent to the Army Medical Museum.
I have not made autopsies enough to be enabled

to judge how often the malformation really occurs.

As only about fifty examinations, however, have

afforded three instances, it is to be inferred that the

condition is more frequent than may be generally

supposed. I presume it is congenital ; it certainly

has no appearance of being a result of disease ; nor

can it be recognized by any indication during life*.

Cannot some of your correspondents bring forward

other cases ?

Yours, faithfully,

El/LIOTT COUES.

Fort Macon, N. C, Oct. 26th, 1869.

Morphia in Labor.

Editors of the Med. ant> Surg. Reporter :

I desire to call the attention of parties contending;

about the use of sulphate of morphia as a parturi-

ent, to a case coming recently under my own obser-

vation. A lady pregnant with her fifth child, and

advanced to about seven months and a half, hearty

and stout, apparently, pursuing an active life, but

subject to pregnant hysterical attacks of cough, pain

in the left hypochondria, in the face, head and limbs,

vomiting and constipation, sent for me to see her in.
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one of these attacks of pain in the breast and left

side, (as she had frequently done before,) and I

found her suffering severely. She had taken a large

dose of tinct. opii., tinct. valerian and eth. sulph.,

morph. acet., a mixture I had prescribed previously

for her, but without relief on this occasion. I im-

mediately gave her nearly a \ of a grain of acetate

of morphia. In the course of twenty minutes she

was easier, and rested so well that I left the bed-

side and retired to sleep, (being near midnight). In

about one hour I was hastily summoned to the bed-

side again, and found that labor had set in, the

waters had passed and the child's head fairly en-

gaged ; and waiting half an hour another pain ex-

pelled the child, followed immediately by the

placenta. The child, though premature and very

small, is remarkably bright and doing well.

Now, was it the morphia which brought on the

'premature labor ? Not the sulphate but the acetate

of morphia. She had, I must remark, taken morphia

before, in fact nearly every day, m small doses to

allay the hysteric attacks. S. K.

Pennsylvania.

Mania-a-Potu.

Eds. Med. and Surg. Repokteb :

Having seen it stated in your Journal, of April,

17th, Yol. xx, by Dr. Henry Yale Smith, that he

had never seen a case of mania-a-potu in the negro

race, I would say that at the time I received the

Journal with his article in it, I then had a negro un-

der treatment for delirium-tremens. It is unneces-

sary to give the details of the case. The diagnosis

was unmistakeable.
J. H. Chittenden, M. D.

Binghamton N. Y. Oct, 23d, 1869.

Idiopathic Ptyalism.
Eds. Med. and Surg. Reporter:

I was called on the evening of 20th of August,

1869, to visit Mrs. H., age 65 ; found ner suffering

from profuse ptyalism, and constant dripping of

saliva from the mouth, with all the collection of

symptoms which indicate the specific action of mer-

cury on the human system, except the fuetor.

In making my inquiries, she told me she had suf-

fered from this nearly eight months, growing gradu-

ally worse, and it now weakens her down considera-

bly.

I made search for some cause of irritation in the

neighborhood of the salivary glands ; also the teeth

and gums, but found none ; neither are the princi-

pal functions of the system impaired. Her appetite

and digestion are tolerable sound.

Her previous history throws no light on the case.

Has always enjoyed good health, had dysentery about

ten years ago, from which she had a good recovery.

I have used astringent washes
;
gave iron, catechu,

chlorate of potash, at different times internally,

which checked the flow somewhat. I would have

tried the iodide of potash, but knowing it to pro-

duce salivation in some subjects, I feared I might
aggravate the symptoms. Can she be cured, and
what course of treatment shall I pursue ? If you
can give me any^ information it will be thankfully

received. Yours truly,

G. T. Fox, M. D..

Bath, Pa., Oct. 29, 1869.

News and Miscellany.

The Galignani Hospital in Paris.

The following particulars as to the Galignani Hos-
pital at Paris, from the pen of Dr. Shrimpton, are

given in the British Medical Journal

:

This establishment—twenty beds for the English

poor in Paris—built by the Messrs. Galignani, on a
piece of ground purchased by these gentlemen in the

name of the British Embassador, was opened in

October, 1865, and has, up to this date, received 351

patients.

It was first intended that it should be a retreat for

the aged and infirm as well as a hospital for the

sick ; but the whole building is now reserved for the

latter purpose
;
and, as a rule, none but serious cases

are admitted, on account of the small number of

beds.

The building, erected on a dry sandy soil, is divided

into two parts—one for men, the other for women

—

with a separate entrance and a private garden for

each. The exposures are S. S. E. and N. N. W.

—

The hospital has a garden in front.

The kitchen, offices, calorifere, bath-rooms and
washing department, are on the underground
floor. The ground floor is thus raised, and is divided

into two wards, with an entrance-passage and stair-

case, which serves as an air passage on each side.

The Lady Superior's room is between them. Each
ward, 5,796 cubic foet, contains six beds, has four

large windows, two opposite each other. The door,

with its lower panels pierced by a number of holes,

is opposite an open fire-place. For the ventilation,,

there are eight oval openings, (1 foot by 8| inches,)

two over each window, closed by plates of largely per-

forated zinc. Two rooms for infectious cases on the

floor above contain two beds each, and have an
opening near the ceiling, (4 feet 10 inches by 12|

inches,) closed by plates of perforated zinc, an open

fire-place, and a large window, S. S. E. aspect. The
remainder of the building is divided into different

compartments for private rooms—the chapel, dispen-

sary, linen-rooms, etc.

The Physician and Lady Superior give their ser-

vices gratuitously.

The last two years taken conjointly will present a

fair average view of the expenditure and mortality.

1867.—Number of patients, 99 ; number of days
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in hospital, 5,675 ; household expenses for each pa-

tient per diem, 1.46 francs, (Is. 3d.)
;
mortality 1

in 24.4.

1868.—Number of patients, 94; number of days

in hospital, 4,216 ; household expenses for each pa-

tient per diem, 2.26 francs, (Is. lid.)
;
mortality, 1

in 11.75, (three patients died on entering.)

University of New York,

The handsome new edifice just erected for the

Medical Department of the University of New York

was opened for Medical teaching for the winter term

of 1869-70 on Monday evening, Oct. 18th.

The Medical Department of the University, which

was established in 1841 in the Stuyvesant Institute

on Broadway, was removed in 1851 to No. 107

East Fourteenth-st. The Fourteenth-st. College

building being destroyed by fire in 1866, the Facul-

ty continued their lectures in the North House of

the New-York Hospital until last Spring, when Mr.

Courtland Palmer consented to erect the building in

Twenty-sixth-st. The interior is well arranged and

the lecture room is elegantly finished and upholstered.

Students will no longer be forced to sit on hard

benches. The introductory lecture to the winter

course was delivered by Prof. John W. Draper, M.
D., LL. D., in the new building. Among the dis-

tinguished gentlemen seated on the platform were

the Rev. Isaac Ferris, D. D., LL. D., Chancellor

of the University
;
Martyn Paine, M. D., Professor

of Materia Medica and Therapeutics ; John W.
Draper, M. D., LL. D., President of the Faculty

Alfred C. Post, M. D., Charles A. Budd, M. D.,

John C. Draper, M. D., Alfred M. Loomis, M. D.,

William Darling, A. M., M. D., F. R. C. S., Henry
Draper, M. D., William H. Thompson, M. B., J. W.
S. Gouley, M. D. After a prayer by the Rev. Dr.

Ferris, Prof. Draper came forward, and in a clear

Toke read his lecture. He pointed out the errors

of the present system of education. With respect

to medical education he showed that it is divisible

into two branches—one of which is best studied by
attending lectures, the other in the hospitals and at

clinics. He spoke of the system that had been

practiced in American colleges 30 years ago, when

all the information imparted was by lecture, this

being the system introduced from the old world

where it had been in operation for more than a

thousand years. The first and oldest medical col-

lege in Europe, that at Salerno, in Italy, was foun-

ded by learned Saracens before the time of Charle-

magne. They introduced this lecture system as

one well adapted to their times, when books were

yery scarce and readers few. In a very instructive

manner he showed how this plan, so well adapted

to a non-reading community, had become unsuit-

able among us,"when every one can read, and that

this change had been brought about by the agency

of the press. He said that it not only affected the

modes of medical instruction, but even those of re-

ligious worship, and that the newspaper had usurped

the position of the pulpit, constituting itself the

chief public instructor. The Medical Department

of the University of New York had many years ago

taken the lead in making the necessary modifica-

tions so far as medical education is concerned by
the establiahment of practical instruction under the

designation of college clinics, and that the great

prosperity of that school had been largely due to

that change. He insisted that similar changes

should be made in our public school system, so as to

give it a more practical turn and make it more in

harmony with the needs of the present day.

In the course of his remarks on education he said

that he could conceive of nothing more absurd than

teaching algebra to girls. The peculiarities of this

branch is that its symbols save the trouble of think-

ing. He recommended that a fair knowledge of

the foreign tongues be obtained, for they have a

mine of facts which can only be possessed by under-

standing the language in which they are written.

Dr. Nott has said that he never let the student go

into the hospital until he had finished his first

course. " We live," said Prof. Draper, " in an age

when people are apt to deride theory and to praise

that which is practical. As the sphere of light ex-

tends, the circle of darkness which surrounds it be-

comes larger. Though you may live until your

locks are silvered and grey, yet you will still be

students." In closing he said :
" May the building

which to-night we inaugurate long continue a bright

focus of medical learning. From it may there be

given to our profession many an addition to the

stock of Science, and from its doors may there go

forth many generations of educated physicians to

relieve human suffering, and to bless our land."

Prof. Draper was loudly applauded at the close of

his address.

The French Census.

The French Government has just published its

report on the census of 1866, which contains some

figures of interest. From 1861 to 1866 the excess

of births over that of deaths amounted to 716,000.

The annual increase of population, which was only

0-20 per cent, in 1856, is now 0-36, there being alto-

gether 680,000 souls more than in 1861. The total

population in France in 1866 amounted to 38,067,-

064. The emigration from the rural districts has

much engaged attention of late, and it is found that

the urban population has increased from 24 to 30

per cent. The Department of the Seine has 190

houses per square kilometre, and 32 individuals per

inhabited house—the general mean throughout the

empire being 14 houses and 5 inhabitants. One-

third of the entire population cannot read. The
Department of the Bas-Rhin is the best off in this
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respect, as there are only 5 per 100 who cannot read,

while in the Haute-Vienne there are 67 per cent.

The difference in the number of women is so slight

(0-10 per cent.) that it need hardly be taken into ac-

count ; but the difference in the proportion of wid-

ows and widowers is remarkable, there being nearly

twice the number of the former. The mean age has

advanced six months since 1851, and is now 31 years

5 months

—

i. e., 31 years 2 months for men, and 31

years 8 months for women.

Lunatics are returned as 50,726, or 133 per 100,-

000 inhabitants, there being 91 male lunatics to 100

female. Sixty-three per cent, are treated in asy-

lums. In the Department of the Seine the number

is 239 instead of 133, and in the Seine-et-Oise, it

rises to 299. The idiots and cretins amounted to

39,953 or 105 per 100,000, there being 132 males to

100 females. The proportion rises to 383 in Savoy,

and to 262 in the Hautes-Alpes. Taking lunatics,

cretins, and idiots together, there were 92,000 indi-

viduals deprived of reason, or 1 per 420 inhabitants.

The goilreux amounted to 51,000, of which number

7500 had alr eady been enumerated with the cretins.

The blind are returned as 84 per 100,000 inhabitants,

or about 1 in 1200. Of the 84, 15 were blind from

birth. The were 93 females to 74 males. The deaf-

dumb amounted to 21,214

—

i. e.., 56 per 100,000, or

about 1 in 1800, three-fourths of the number having

been born in this condition. There were 62 males

to 49 females, and the 56 per 100,000 rose to 280 in

Savoy, and 214 in the Hautes-Alpes.

Relative to the Medical Profession the total num-

bers returned were 43,188, of which number 14,000

were females. In detail there were 17,000 Physi-

cians and Surgeons, their titles being undistinguished,

3000 veterinaires, 1400 dentists and pedicures, 13,-

000 sages-femmes, and rather more than 7000 phar-

maciens and herbalists. For Paris there were 2016

Physicians and Surgeons, 624 sages-femmes, 1322

pharmaciens and herbalists, or a total of 4593 per-

sons directly pursuing the profession

—

i. e., 2\ per

1000 inhabitants. Adding the families, employes,

and servants, about 16,000 persons obtain their live-

lihood through the Medical Profession within the

limits of the fortification of Paris.

A Worthy Foundation.

The Consumptives' Home, at Boston, which wag
established on September 28th, 1864, is an institu-

tion supported upon unusual principles. There is

no fund endowment or known pecuniary provision

whatever existing for the support of the Home. No
human friend has ever made any promise, express

or implied, to sustain the institution, which is sup-

ported entirely by voluntary gifts obtained through

prayer. The only means of soliciting money or aid

in food, clothing, or any of the necessaries of life,

have been the prayers of the founder and manager.

The journal of this benevolent physican contains in-

teresting accounts of the numerous occasions when
the Home was reduced to the last extremity through

the want of some particular article, and when that

identical article was sent to the institution in answer

to prayers for it. The Consumptives' Home was

started with one house, but now occupies four build-

ings, the purchase money for which was raised in

answer to prayer. The last report of the institution

shows $50,328 has been given by friends during the

last five years, and $20,105 during the past year.

The Home has since its opening accommodated 331

patients, and accommodated 165 patients during the

year ending September, 1869.

The Stings of Bees.
A death caused by the stings of bees has recently

occurred in England, and a correspondent of the

London Echo writing upon this melancholy event

gives as something quite new, the information, very

familiar in the United States, that the application of

diluted ammonia or spirits of hartshorn removes

the pain of the stings of insects and even of ser-

pents, by neutralizing the organic acid contained in.

the fluid ejected. The correspondent also says that

a most valuable remedy is to be found in one of the

plants known to visitors to the shows of American

flowering plants, to wit, the Marsh Trefoil

—

Ledum
Palustre. The plant meant, however, as indicated

by the Latin name is the Marsh Tea, or Wild Rose-

mary, the use of the tincture of which is also fa-

miliar in this country as a means of allaying cutan-

eous irritation. The Marsh Trefoil, or Buckbean,
is an entirely different plant, being intensely bitter,

and having cathartic and emetic properties. The
necessity of using Latin names for medical pur-

poses is strikingly illustrated by the communication

from the correspondent of the Echo.

The Sewing Machine.

The sewing machine has not only produced a rev-

olution in the method of working with the needle

and thread, but it has also created a special class of

nervous diseases among the workers. Dr. Down
has already told how the mechanical action of turn-

ing the sewing machine with the feet causes func-

tional derangements. Nervous affections are also

very common among the workers who are thus em-
ployed. The "jarring" causes in the young and
weakly extreme nervous irritation and depression,

headache and restlessness. Cases have come under

our notice in which health has been permanently in-

jured by long and continued work of this description.

In factories, the labor of turning the sewing ma-
chine—labor which, when badly constructed ma-
chines have to be used, is very considerable, and
with all machines very irksome—should not be

thrown on the workers, many of whom are mere
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children, since a very small amount of steam power

would turn a large number of the machines. The
girls, by being able to concentrate their attention on

V the work, would direct it with more care, and the

masters would lose little by doing that which would

protect the health of their workwomen.

We doubt much if needlewomen are, as a class,

much better off than when their sufferings were so

tenderly told by Hood. It would seem that the ma-

chine has kept work as scarce, though the workers

are more plentiful. Women now do much work for-

merly done by men ; and nearly all the cheap clothes

are the work of women's hands. Many of the work-

women suffer from the effects of overcrowding in

badly ventilated work-rooms. The girls become

sick and faint, and scores of them come to the hos-

pital in the hope that medicine will remedy the mal-

adies—some slight, some grave, which the sanitary

defect? of the work-rooms, and the fatigue of turn-

ing and the vibration of the machines, have caused.

Girls employed in cotton-mills are far healthier than

the seamstresses and tailoresses of London
;
they

simply direct and unwind the cotton threads, but

sewing machine girls, by having to work the ma-
chines with their feet, suffer severely from the con-

tinuous vibration.

—

British Medical Journal.

"Warm Rooms.

A writer in the British Medical Journal says

:

The daily exposure of young persons to an unnatur-

ally high temperature leads to the same results as

the "forcing" system employed by gardeners to plants;

i. e, it hastens development. This is noticeable in

factory districts, and seen amongst the young factory

workers. English children, who are accustomed to

toil in warm rooms, often arrive at puberty at as

early an age as would Spanish or Italian.

• Looking at the "female hands" as they leave a

cotton factory, one is surprised to see so many stunted

girls, whose faces are those of children, and whose

busts are those of fully developed women. And they

are women, insomuch as that they have arrived at the

child-bearing period. These children soon become

the mothers of weaklings, many of whom die with-

out having completed one year of life. Such deaths,

we know, make up the greater portion of the terrible

total of the mortality-tables of all our large towns in

factory districts.

As long as exposure to unnatural heat, combined

with insufficient bodily exercise, will thus hasten

development in children, so will the same causes ac-

celerate decay in adults. We exclude that large class

of men working at the mouths of furnaces ; for these

workmen, although exposed to much higher temper-

ature than the class to which we shall allude, have

sufficient muscular exercise to counteract the influ-

ence of prolonged exposure to heat upon then bo-

dies
;
they work too in the open air or in large work-

shops, through which fresh air passes freely and
rapidly.

Physicians in Rome.
" Anne Brewster," the intelligent foreign corres-

pondent of the Evening Bxdletin of this city, writes :

I have just received a letter from Dr. Winslow, the

eminent author of " Force and Nature." He in-

forms me that he intends to settle in Rome, this

coming season, professionally. As he is an able

man and has had much experience in the practice

of medicine, he will be a valuable acquisition to

Americans.

There are many excellent physicians in Rome.
Besides the German and Italian, there are also sev-

eral English doctors, and only one American—Dr.

Gould. This last-named physician is deservedly

popular and quite overrun with business, so Dr.

Winslow will be warmly welcomed to the ranks by
his professional brethren, and highly appreciated by
the invalids.

Casualties to Physicians.

Boston, Oct. 12.—Late last night Dr. Cole

of Saxonville, was called from bed on the pretext

of being required by a sick patient, and on leaving

his house was shot through the cheek.

On the 15th ult, during the closing hours

of the Franklin County Agricultural Society's ex-

hibition, at Chambersburg, Pa., Dr. J. A. Maclay,

of Greenvillage, was thrown from his horse and fell

upon his head on the track, receiving such injuries

as caused his death on the 18th.

Dr. T. P. Andrews, a native of Vermont,

age 50, and a boarder at the Stevens House, New
York city, was a few evenings since found dead in

bed, supposed from an overdose of chlorodyne.

Dr. Labaugh, a resident of Venango City,

Pa., was on a recent morning found dead at the side

of the approach to the river bridge on the Oil City

side. It is supposed he fell off the walk, which is

some six feet above the ground, and striking his

head against a stone was thus killed. He leaves a

family.

—A collection of twenty-five pins, very well

made, has just been placed in the Louvre, Paris.

They were found in the subterranean vaults of

Thebes, and were made more than three thousand

years ago, showing that the modern invention is

only a reinvention.

A French savant has announced that he has

discovered an antidote for nicotine in the common
watercress. It is said to destroy the poisonous ef-

fects of nicotine, without altering the aroma of the

tobacco.



io News and Miscellany. [Vol. xxi.

Joseph B. Vansant, M. D., died at his resi-

dence in Irnlaystown, N. J., on the 10th instant

aged twenty-five years. During his brief practice

he won the reputation of being an excellent physcian.

Though the subject of great bodily affliction, he

continued his practice till near the close of his life,

and " ceased at once to work and live."

The lunatics in France, according to official

statistics, amounted to 46,000 in the year 1851, and

in 1856 they had risen to 60,000, in 1861 to 86,000,

and in 1867 to 90,670. This astonishing increase is

attributed to the noxious effects of tobacco and

absinthe, and to the excitement caused by gambling

in stocks and by political changes.

Dr. John Porter, of Troy, Missouri, predicted last

summer that on the second Saturday of October he
should die. He did.

—

Exchange.

What killed him ?

An extraordinary fact was stated at the

meeting of the Cork guardians lately—namely, that

the small-pox had ceased to exist in Ireland.

It is said that traces of an extinct race have
been found in Arizona. Evidences showed that the
land had been cultivated for centuries by a people
having a knowledge of manufactures and arts.

The French surgeon, Dr. Nelaton, gives the

name of vesical hemmorrhoids to Napoleon's disease.

[Notices inserted in this column gratis, and are solicited
from all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tions of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to a line.}

MARRIED.
Baker—Fisher—On the 4th inst., at the Second Pres-

byterian Church, Germantown, by the Bev. W. E. Ijams,
Charles A. Baker, M. D., and Helen B. Fisher, both of
Philadelphia.

Barnard—Morgan—In Canaan, N. H., Sept. 20, bv
Bev. A. C. Coult, Frank E. Barnard, Chicago, 111., and
Miss Fannie A. Morgan, daughter of A. Morgan, M. D..
Of Canaan, N. H.

Cpmming-"Woodruff—At Elizabeth, N. J., Oct.
28, at the residence of the bride's parents, by the Bev.
Everard Kempshall, Alex. M. Cumming, Jr., ofNew York,
and Harriette B., youngest daughter of Dr. M. M. Wood-
ruff.

Heysinger—Downey—On the 23th ult., by the Ber.
J. L. Heysinger, I. W. Heysinger, M.D., of Philadelphia,
and Miss Laura A. Downey, of Fayetteville.

Johnson—Brown—Oct. 7th, by the Bev. Bobert Alex-
ander, assisted by the Bev. John Grants Dr. William B.
Johnson, of Allegheny, Pa., and Miss J. Ella, daughter
of Mr. George Brown, of St. Clairsville.

Kennedy—Gray. — At Maple Grove, Cambridge,
"Washington county, N. Y., Oct. 2Tth, by Bev. J. Gardner,
Ii. W. Kennedy, M. D., and Miss Fannie, daughter of H.
C. Gray, M. D., all of Cambridge.
West—Duefeu—In Tiverton, B. I., Oct. 27th, Samuel

West, M. D., and Miss MaryDurfee.

BIRTHS.

Houghton—At 11 o'clock, Oct. 31st, a boy to Dr. C. W.
Houghton, of this city.

DIED.

Cogshat l.—In Gaines, Genesee county, Mich., Oct.
9th, of typhoid fever, Bobert Bela, only son of Dr. Bela
Cogshall, aged 7 months and 23 days.

Coleman—On the 4th inst., at his residence in Pem-
berton, N. J., Dr. Isaac P. Coleman, in the 56th year of
his age.

Ptjrnell—Of diphtheria, Oct. 24, Lemuel GoddenPnr-
nell, in the 5th year of his age, youngest son of Dr. F. I.
Purnell, of Worcester county, Md.
Shackleford In Des Moines, Iowa, Oct. 23d, Henry,

son of Mr. J. M. and M. S. Shackleford, of Portsmouth,
Ohio.

Williams—In this city, Oct. 30th, Mary A., only daugh-
ter of James Williams, M. D., in her 18th year.

Zorn—In this city, on the 3d inst., Jacob Zorn, M. D.,
in the 76th year of his age.

QUERIES AND REPLIES.

Death from Air in the Uterine Sinuses.
Editors Medical and Surgical Beporter : Permit

me to reply in answer to the inquiry of J. D. H. of New
York, " Whether air is ever introduced into the venous
system through the uterus so as to cause destruction of life"
—in the affirmative. Six years ago, I was summoned to
see a woman in labor, whom I attended twice in confln-
ment, previously, but being engaged in an obstetrical case
at this call, I could not go, and another physician was
sent tor who arrived in due time. The doctor finding
an unfavorable position desired counsel, and sent an
urgent message to me to come immediately. My engage-
ment just permitted me to leave at the reception ot this
note and I hastened to meetthe doctor. We had a trouble-
some breech presentation, yet a little assistance rendered
the position favorable, and in seven hours from beginning
of labor the child was born—the placenta following im-
mediately. In fifteen minutes or less after this the patient
expressed a feeling of terror, and exclaimed, " I am dy-
ing I " She was soon wholly unconscious and had symp-
toms like those of cerebral apoplexy ;

breathing slow and
difficult

;
pulse teeble and irregular ; the countenance of

a livid hue, skin cold and in half an hour from the time
the child was born, she died in a state of coma. No other
cause of death could be concluded on, but air being intro-
duced through the uterine veins into the circulation of the
blood. I mentioned my diagnosis of this case, to a physi-
cian of forty-years extensive practice, who decidedly con-
curred with my views. This accident is more apt to

occur when the placenta immediately follows the birth of
the child. J. K. Holloway, M. D.
Nittany Hall, Pa., Nov. 1, 1869.

Dr. F. A. S Missouri :—The best illustrations of cu-
taneous diseases are those of Hebra. They can only bo
obtained by subscribing to the publications of the New
Sydenham Society. On diseases of children, Meigs and
Hillier have written recent and excellent books. On
nervous diseases Dr. H. Jones and Dr. Murray have
issued recent works.

Medical History.
Messrs Eds : — Please inform me through your col-

umn of " Queries and Beplies," which is the best work

on General Medical History, where can it be obtained

'

and what cost ? C. H. F.

Alabama, Oct. 25, 1869.

Benouard's History of Medicine, (Price £4,00) is th©

most accessible—in fact there is no history of Medicine in

English which deserves any praise. It remains a desider-

atum.

METEOROLOGY.
OCT. 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.

Wind

Weather,
j

DepthBain

N.W.
Clear

N.W.
Clear

N. W.
Clear

s. w. s. w.
Cl'dy Cl'dy

i Bain

1 2-10

N. W.
Cl'dy

N.
Clear

Thermom. . ..

Minimum..
At 8, A M.
At 12. M...
At 3, P. M.

29°

40
44
44
39.25

25°

42
48
49
41.

26°

38
44
45
38.25

27° 31°

40 44
45 45
46 46
39.50 41.50

25°
36
43
44
37.

26°

35
42
41
36.

Barometer..
At 12, M..

.

30.2 30.1 30.1 29 9 29.

9

30.1 30.1

Germantown, Pa. B. J. Leedom.
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Communications.

ON THE KEMOVAL OF ENLARGED
TONSILS WITHOUT CUTTING, WITH
123 CASES.

By A. Ruppaner, M. D.,

Of New York City.

Chronic enlargement of the tonsils (for it is

of this ailment only that I am about to speak,

1

the acute form differing from the chronic in

cause, symptoms and treatment), is a disease

very frequently seen among the young, not so

often in the adult, and rarely afflicting the

aged. Easily recognized, the treatment of

this disease is not always as simple or equally

successful. The young, no more than the ad-

yanced in age, often rebel where relief could

at' once be given by the operation of excision.

Boys and girls are naturally opposed to the

yery sight or least mention of an instrument

destined to wound. The nursery has laid its

edict upon the knife. In more advanced years

this childish opposition, the offspring of fear,

degenerates into determined resistance.

Some near friend or relative has been in-

jured—nay, nearly killed ; the tonsils, after

being cut, grow again ; or the disease Will

surely go to the lungs and cause death.

Strange as it may seem, such declarations

are not unfrequently made upon the authority

of the family physician.

True, the operation may have been followed

by unlooked for results in a very few cases
;

it may have been done bunglingly ; a patient

may have died of lung disease afterwards.

But it clearly does not follow, from these rare

exceptions, that an operation should be aban-

doned as long as the advantages desired there-

from have outnumbered its disadvantages a

1 thousandfold. Dr. James Yearsxey, of Lon-

don, has operated in more than three thousand
cases without a single accident or a single un-
favorable result from excision. The testimony
of other distinguished surgeons is no less posi-

tive. In my own practice, I have operated on
several hundred patients without a single acci-

dent, nor was a solitary case followed by un-

favorable or injurious consequences.
But another very important fact presents

itself. Cases are frequently met with where
excision is already out of question. One, or

both tonsils, may be too much enlarged, or
elongated, or in relative position so changed,
that excision becomes next to impossible. To
meet these abnormal conditious, and last, but
not least, to overcome the prejudice so common
against an operation intended to ameliorate
the numerous inconveniences, nay, actual suf-

fering, and often positive danger, arising from
enlarged tonsils, various therapeutical reme-
dies have been proposed for their reduction at

different times.

The two principal local remedies specially

recommended have been nitrate of silver,

either solid or in solution, and iodine. So un-

satisfactory has, however, been the employ-
ment of these, that they have almost alto-

gether fallen into disuse. Of solid nitrate of
silver, Dr. Graves in his clinical lectures

says, that, it is slow, but sure. It requires

about six months to remove the tonsils by that

process."

True, the proceeding is slow, but we may
fairly ask, is it as sure as it is slow ? How
many patients, especially nervous young-

ladies, are there in this over-excited, over-

worked, over-fed, and over-dressed age, who
will willingly submit to six months painful

and tedious treatment ; which is slow enough
indeed, but not so sure after all, as it is slow,

to remove the enlarged tonsils ? And as to

3ii
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iodine, we may safely place it among the pla-

cebos of therapeutics pertaining to this com-

plaint.

For the recommendation of a new agent, by
means of which hypertrophied tonsils can be

effectually and successfully treated, we are in-

debted to Dr. Fottrnie, of Paris. In his

work, " Etudes Pratique sur le Laryngoscope

et sur l'application des remedes topiques

dans les voies respiratoires," page 54, he
has recorded fifty-two cases, all treated suc-

cessfully. The agents employed were Vienna

paste and bichromate of potash. Of these Dr.

Fournie prefers the Vienna paste. The
minimum time required in these cases to re-

move the tonsils was two weeks, the maximum,
one month.

Dr. Morell Mackenzie of London, in a

leGture delivered at the Dispensary for Dis-

eases of the Throat, reported in the Medical

Mirror, 1864, corroborated Dr. Fournie's re-

sults. At the same time he called attention

to a new escharotic for the removal of enlarged

tonsils, consisting of a mixture of equal parts

of caustic soda and lime. To this agent he ap-

plied the name of London paste. Forty cases

are cited in which it had been used with com-

plete success.

Since the publication of Dr. Mackenzie's
paper I have given the London paste a faith-

ful trial, and am most happy to add my testi-

mony to his in regard to its usefulness in re-

moving speedily enlarged tonsils. I have on

hand the memoranda of no less than 123 cases

operated upon, in none of which its employ-

ment was followed by any unfavorable conse-

quences.

This London paste is prepared of equal

parts of caustic soda and lime, moistened with

a little alcohol. It must be kept in a well-

stoppered bottle, since caustic soda and lime

have a powerful affinity for carbonic acid. If

exposed, therefore, to the air, the causticity

of the paste is lost. Various tests have also

satisfied me, that it is necessary to employ
absolute alcohol in preparing it.

In practice I proceed as follows : A quantity

of equal parts of finely pulverized and well-

mixed caustic soda and unslacked lime is kept

on hand. When an application is to be made

to the tonsils, a little of the powder is put

into a small porcelaincup, a few drops of abso-

lute alcohol, whim is kept near at hand, are

added, the two are carefully mixed with a

glass rod ; when the paste is ready for use.

Care must, however, be taken that it be of

the proper consistency. If too thin, it is apt

to find its way to parts which ought not to be
touched ; if too thick or lumpy, the paste will

not readily stick, and little pieces might be
swallowed. To apply the paste, a glass rod

of sufficient length ought to be used. One
end of it, which must be smooth and slightly

funnel-shaped, is dipped into the paste, and a

greater or lesser portion of the surface

touched, as occasion may require.

Dr. Mackenzie has invented a very useful

and simple instrument for the application of
j

the paste. But one objection to it is, the|

almost unavoidable danger of applying the

escharotic to too large a surface, thereby caus-

ing unnecessary suffering. The use of the

glass-rod obviates this objection, and the facil-

ity with which it is handled commends it par-
j

ticularly to our favor. Again, many patients,

but children in particular have a strong aver-
j

sion to anything that looks like an instrument.

On the other hand the glass-rod looks so sim-

ple and is so readily introduced into the mouth, ,

that the operation is often finished before the

patient has time to think about it. Another
advantage is, that we can apply with ease as >

little or as much of the remedy as we choose.

There is no danger of touching parts not in-
(

tended to be reached, if ordinary precaution is
,

taken. In nervous persons particularly, very
little can be applied at first ; the pain there-

from is trifling or next to nothing, and conn-
j

dence is thus gained on the part of the patient.

It is surprising how readily children will sub-

mit to the operation, and have it willingly re-
1

peated at different times.

To apply the paste let the patient be placed

in the position for laryngoscopy. The differ-

ence between day-light, often dull, and strong

reflected light directed into the fauces, needs

no comment. Once the experiment made and
the difference in the illumination leaves no
future doubt. The patient in position, depress !

the tongue with the spatula and apply the '

paste to the enlarged surface for two or three

seconds. The action of the eschar* tic upon 1

the tonsil is rapid. The mucus membrane al- i

most instantly assumes a deep flesh color, and I

presently a dark, blackish patch is seen,

streaked with blood. The foil.-wing day he

tonsil is covered with a whitish, yellow eschar. ]

Next to the rapidity with which this thera- 1

peutical agent acts, it is gratifying to note the ]

inconsiderable amount of pain it causes. Ner-
|

vous persons are apt to complain for a few
;

seconds; others, and among these must be
,
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' numbered many children, hardly pay any at-

\

tention to the pain or make light of the same.

At the longest, the discomfort only lasts about
l

t

two or three minutes. Subsequent applications

are accompanied with much less, if any pain

[ at all.

The operation is again to be repeated in two
lf

or three days. The number of applications

will depend upon the nature of the case.

The following synopsis of 123 cases, treated

•p with London paste, may properly precede the

history of some of the most instructive ones
1 that came under my care :

r Of the 123 patients, 15 were under 6 years of
" age ; 24 under 10 years ; 39 under 20 years

;

27 under 30 years ; 18 from 30 upward.

By sex, of the 123 cases, 56 occurred in

males and 67 in females.

Again, of 123 subjects : 29 cases were free

from complications or simple enlargements
of the tonsils ; in 47 cases the hypertrophy
was accompanied by catarrh ; in 23 cases there

were symptoms of deafness to a greater or

less degree ; in 13 cases speech and voice were
!

affected
; in 11 cases deglutition was difficult;

1 38 cases were complicated with cough ; 47 of

the patients were of strumous habit; in 29

cases the uvula was also elongated, and in each
1

case amputated.
1

Again, in some of the patients several of the
' above complications were present at one and
the same time, though enumerated separately.

The minimum number of applications of the

paste, in any case, was 6, the maximum, 14.

The time of treatment extended from three

weeks to two months and a half. Cases com-
plicated with catarrh, cough, etc., of course

required a more protracted and varied treat-

ment.

cases.

Case 1. Bertha R., a little girl five years and

seven months, was reported to be suffering

from an attack of croup.

Instead of rinding the little patient suffering

from that disease, examination revealed both

tonsils much enlarged, so as to leave but little

free space between the two for food to pass.

Respiration was difficult, accompanied with

croning sounds. Otherwise, the child appeared

healthy. Had the mother consented, I would
have excised the tonsils at once. This being,

however, objected to, I applied the paste first

to one side, and a few days later to the other.

Twelve applications sufficed to accomplish a

cure without any unfavorable symptoms or

consequences. For nearly four years, since

the operation, the girl has been free from
throat troubles, to which she had been con-

stantly subject before, and been dosing for it.

She has also gained remarkably in strength.

Case 2.—Cora H., a smart, nervous girl of
six years, had just recovered from scarlet

fever, which left the throat, as is very usual

after that disease, in an irritable state. She
complained of difficulty in swallowing food, of

sharp pain in the fauces, and was harassed by
frequent paroxysms of coughing.

Examination revealed the throat to be in

a state of congestion, and both tonsils hyper-

trophied. The congestion yielded gradually

to appropriate treatment, when November 16,

1865, 1 applied the paste to both tonsils.

Eleven applications were required. The
period during which this patient was under

my observation extended over three months.

The success was complete, as the girl has not

had a single attack of sore throat since, has

gained in flesh and strength; whilst before

she was constantly complaining.

Case 3—Harry P., set. six years and four

months, had the measles when about three

years old, from the consequences of which he

never fully recovered. Is thin and pale, has

a poor appetite, and dislikes exercise ; has his

mouth constantly open, even when he does not

speak, and snores when asleep.

December 12, 1865, find the tonsils much en-

larged, the right one more than the left, with

marked evidences of former ulcerations. The
parts are covered with an unusual amount of

unhealthy mucous. Twelve applications of

the paste, with proper hygienic measures,

brought about a complete cure by the first of

February, 1866. Has had no sore throat since.

Case 4. Miss M. B., fifteen years of age, suf-

fered from diverse ailments, which pointed to

the throat as the cause of her troubles. Ever

since she had scarlet fever, which was eight

years ago, she has been troubled with deafness

to a considerable degree, especially marked

on the right side
;
gradually, difficulty of swal-

lowing came on, inconsiderable at first, but in

time, more and more marked. Standing with

her mouth open, breathing through the nose,

respiration was clearly much impeded, and

still more laborious when reclining. Attacked

to a greater or less degree by quinsy, when

ever exposed to cold air, she passed through

the various stages of that complaint eleven
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times, suffering greatly. Her general health

became undermined.

Examination, February 9th, 1866, showed
both tonsils enlarged to such a degree that the

opposite surfaces nearly touched one another.

Between, or rather laying upon the dividing

line of the two tonsils, rested the uvula, con-

siderably elongated. As might have been ex-

pected, there were also marked symptoms of

catarrh present.

I excised, at once, sufficient of the uvula;

used the
;
douche for the catarrh, and pre-

scribed suitable remedies to improve her

health.

After the cut surfaces of the uvula had
healed, the paste was, without delay, applied

to both tonsils. Being both large and callous,

it had to be applied every third day. Seven-
teen applications sufficed. At the end of five

weeks the operation was complete, and in

about three months ^ more the catarrh also

yielded.

Under this treatment the impeded functions

were also restored. The hearing gradually

returned, speech became more distinct and
clear

;
swallowing was no longer impeded or

breathing laborious. Appetite, a love for

out-door life and play returned, and soon evi-

dences of improvement were seen in the

countenance and blooming cheeks. Nor has
Miss B. had any attacks of quincy since. For
four years she has now been free from disease

of the throat, which before distressed her con-

stantly, and made her a constant subject for

medical treatment.

To be continued.

OPERATION FOB, CONGENITAL HER-
NIA IN A COLT.

By D. S. Williams, M. D.,

Of Freeland, Baltimore County, Md.

Some two months since I performed an op-

eration on a colt four months old, for congen-
ital inguinal hernia ; this is the second opera-

tion of the kind that I know of. I do not
think that veterinary surgeons practice it, and
as I am convinced of the utility and general
success of the operation, I have thought I

would publish the rules, etc., for its perform-

ance. As I do not know of any journal devoted
to veterinary medicine and surgery, I have
concluded to publish it in the Medical and
Surgical Reporter. Knowing its general

circulation, this is my excuse for troubling its

editors. As to my leaving my legitimate pro-

fVol. xxi.
'

fession to practice new operations I have no i

apology to offer—the incentives are obvious to li

all. The operation has been performed twice
;

I

with favorable results in both instances. I 1:

would briefly state a few general rules, and if fl

I am not sufficiently explicit, a letter to my ad- I

dress as above will receive attention. i

1st. Make the first incision in the skin par-

allel with the opening in the abdominal wall, i

and immediately over it.
\

2nd. Dissect the tissues, fascias, etc., very i

carefully so as to avoid wounding important o

veins and arteries, which will be seen if suf-

ficient care is taken in making the dissection.

3rd. Be very careful to avoid wounding the

testicle, cord or the suspensory ligaments of

the testicle. This ligament was cut in the first

operation and caused a flexion or tilting of t

the testicle.

4th. When the opening is made, before put-

ting in the sutures, carry the cord to the pos- i

terior part, and put a strong suture in, tak-
1

ing care to leave the cord sufficient space,

that it be not constricted by the edge of the

abdominal opening on one side and the suture

on the other ; from two to four sutures will be

required. In all, allow a considerable length

of the suture free so as to hang out of the ex-

ternal wound; these sutures will not come
away for some three or four months, when the

external opening will heal.

5th. Have the colt empty before operating

by allowing no feed for half a day previous.

You will thus avoid the trouble of having the

intestines to protrude and be in danger of

the knife. I prefer to operate at the age of

three or four months. You will have to give

chloroform to render the colt manageable ; in-

deed the operation cannot be done without it.

It will require not less than four ounces of

good chloroform. If the operation has been

performed before I would like to known it.

I make no pretention to a knowledge of veteri-

nary medicine or surgery or anatomy.

PREGNANCY WITH HYMEN UN-
BROKEN.

By Dr. H. L. Horton,

Of Morrisania, N. Y.

On the moruing of the 24th of September,

1861, 1 was requested to visit Mrs. — , whom
I was informed was in labor. I arrived at the

house about 10 o'clock A. M., and was shown
immediately to the room of my patient whom
I found to be 21 years of age, N. B. tempera-

Communications.
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ment somewhat of a full habit, and evident-

ly in labor. She informed me that it was her

first labor, that it it had commenced between
12 and 1 o'clock that morning, also that "she

thought that she had another month to go."

I immediately made an examination per va-

ginam or rather attempted to do so, but failed,

as I found the entrance to that canal so effect-

ually closed that by the most careful and
persevering application of the touch I could

not discover even the slightest opening. Up-
on questioning the patient about it, she said
" that she always thought that she was not

like other women, she was so small." After

placing the patient in a bright sun-light, I

examined the parts through a large cylindrical

speculum (I did not use the speculum be-

cause it was really necessary, but merely

out of delicacy for the patient), through

which I was yet unable to discover an open-

ing. I next questioned the husband ; he said,

" that connection such as it was, had always

been painful and that if all women were like

his wife he was disappointed."

It now became evident that however exten-

sive or complete the obstruction might be

that it was congenital ; also that there must be

an opening through it at some point, for two

reasons : first she had always menstruated reg-

ulary—though slowly—second, she was now
pregnant. The questions naturally came up
for solution what is the nature of the obstruc-

tion ? How much of the vagina does it in-

volve or in other words how far up does it

extend, etc.

Upon resorting to the speculum the second

time, and cleaning the surface of the obstruc-

tion thoroughly, by wiping it with cotton, it

presented the appearance of a dense, whitish,

fibrous structure, merging into the surround-

ing tissue guarding the entrance to the vagina,

so gradually, that no distinct line of demarca-

tion could be observed. About the center of

the lower half of the obstruction, the patient

being upon her back, I detected a small spot

of reddish, tenacious mucus, which could not

be detached by the cotton, but upon taking

hold of it with a pair of forceps, it was found

to connect through a small, round opening

with something inside. A small silver probe,

whose bulb point was exactly 1-16 of an inch

in diameter, could, with a slight degree of

force, be passed through the opening, the

border of which appeared to be somewhat
thicker than the surrounding structure, so

that the probe passed with something of an

elastic spring. By bending the point of the

probe nearly to a right angle and passing it

through the opening, I could, by depressing

well the outer extremity, observe the bulb

move along the inner side of the obstruction,

which I now made out to be about the thick-

ness of an ordinary dressed sheep-skin. See-

ing mj way clear, I at once introduced a
bistoury, and made a crucal incision, after

which I introduced my finger, and very much
enlarged the opening by tearing, so as to

avoid any hemorrhage, should there be any
blood vessels in the structure. After the

escape of a few ounces of dark, ropy-looking

fluid, on introducing my finger I could now
distinctly feel the bag of waters, which I at

once ruptured, after which there could be dis-

tinctly made out a vertex presentation, with a

L. O. I. position, anterior variety. The
patient was now given an anodyne, in order

—

speaking mechanically—to put a balance

wheel in the nervous system, which by this

time had become somewhat disturbed in its

movement. In due time it all calmed down

;

the pains became regular, and with sufficient

force, so that about five o'clock, P. M., seven-

teen hours from commencement of labor, she

was delivered of a fine, healthy male child.

PUERPERAL CONVULSIONS.

REASON FOR SUBSTITUTION OF PROPER MED-
ICINAL AGENT FOR BLOOD-LETTING, WHEK
THE LANCET IS CONTRA-INDICATED.

By Edward Cass, M. D.,

Of Dresden, Ohio.

About this terrible malady, truly "horrible

in appearance, and embarrassing in its treat-

ment," I wish to write only in a therapeutical

sense. West of the Allegheny Mountains,

and especially far into the Valley of the Mis-

sissippi, blood-letting is almost never practiced

by the profession ; or at least as a rule it is not.

In miasmatic districts where ague prevails,,

a practitioner will scarcely ever blood-let in

the most alarming inflammatory cases. East of

the Alleghenies, authorities seem to be unan-

imous in their opinion, that the lancet is

the sheet anchor in eclampsia. If in these

miasmatic regions a person is prone to ague

attacks, and you chance to have a patient af-

flicted with pneumonia, should you in the

treatment use the lancet, you lose him, or di-

minish his chances of recovery. What then

under the alarming circumstances in puerperal

cases under consideration, is a practioner of
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medicine to do ? Listen to the teaching of

authority remote, and let the life-liquid flow in

profusion? Convulsions may cease, yet no
proper re-action—no red corpuscles, the case

passing into chronic anaemia, recuperative

powers, not sufficient to prevent death from at

last claiming the victim. Ramsbotham says

he "looks upon a case of puerperal convulsions

to he, in fact, one of apoplexy." Pathologi-

cally considered all authors urge the idea of

congestion, or compression of the brain, caused

by undue afflux of blood. They, however, will

not agree that it depends upon nervous excita-

tion, and great have been the discussions

about the use of opium, or any of the nervous

stimulants, deeming them positively injurious.

"While the medical world seems much per-

plexed about the use of remedial agents, and

much in doubt all the while in treatment of

cases of eclampsia, I herewith give my testi-

mony. A year ago a primiparous case came
under my care. About four hours after

confinement I was summoned to her side and

found a case of eclampsia. She had been an

ague subject. I was on the eve of using the

lancet, but waiting some moments for spas-

modic action to subside, the thought occured :

If the pathological reasoning is correct, and

there is a true heart-controller in medicine, why
then in the name of common sense should it

not be employed in lieu of blood-letting. I

determined on full doses of veratrum viride,

(Norwood's tr.) It produced an emetic effect in

a few moments, and then I gave three drops

every half hour, until an effect was produced

on the circulation. After this desired effect

was produced, the interval for doses was
lengthened. She had convulsive efforts until

the circulation was reduced from 120 per min-

ute to 80 pulsations at the wrist. Then grad-

ually spasmodic effort subsided, until it ceased,

which was in much shorter space of time than
I ever knew it after boldly using the lancet.

—

~Now for the post hoc, propter hoc mode of rea-

soning. If this case had been thoroughly

bled, medical bleedists would have, without a

doubt, attributed her recovery to the means
employed. But that she recovered without

depleting measures, and promptly so, not lin-

gering, what the verdict? I have tried vera-

trum in cases, in terrorem, and it proved agood
prophylactic. And I venture the opinion, if

by sufficient experience it proves successful, it

is the only known prophylactic in the whole

materia medica ; and the reasoning based upon

the pathological information, if true, must ar-

rive at the happiest practical conclusion.

FRACTURE OF THE SUPERIOR MAX-
ILLARY BONE.

By Dr. R. H. McKay, A. A. S. U. S. A.

Prince Walker, a private of " I " detach-

ment, 38th U. S. Infantry (colored troops), on
duty at Fort Craig, New Mexico, was admitted

into hospital August 24th, 1869, for injuries

received by a hatchet or small " hand ax," in

the hands of one of his comrades. He was ly-

ing on his bunk at the time—feeling as he said

quite unwell. His comiade and he had been

quarreling that morning, in the course of

which the patient accused the other of steal-

ing. It appears that he brooded over the in-

sult until he arrived at the determination to

be revenged in a very summary manner, and

to this end rushed into the quarters where the

patient was lying, and struck him a powerful

blow, evidently aiming for the head, but, pro-

bably by the exertions of the patient to avoid

the stroke, missed his mark, and struck him

on the face ; members of the company then

interfered, and prevented a repetition of the

blow.

The patient was brought to hospital, his

wound washed and examined ; the corner of

the ax had grazed the frontal bone over the

minor angle of the orbit, then descending up-

on the face quite close to the base of the nose,

caused a very considerable flesh wound of the

face. The examination was then continued to

the inside of the mouth, when the full extent

of the injury was more apparent. The bone

was observed to be fractured from a point

commencing between the central incisors in

front, extending thence directly back along the

course of the suture, between the maxillary

bones, for about one inch in extent, thence

curving backwards and outwards, terminated

between the last bicuspid and first molar teeth.

This whole piece, including the teeth, was
forced down unto the mouth, the posterior

portion of it a full half inch below its normal
position, while the anterior portion was dis-

placed to about half that extent. I experi-

erced considerable difficulty in replacing the

fractured portion, but aftei several unsuccess-

ful efforts, succeeded so perfectly as to justify,

the belief that it would remain so without ar-

tificial means for its support.

The treatment consisted of cold water local-
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ly, until inflammatory action had ceased, then

simple cerate dressings, observing the usual

precautions of keeping the wound thoroughly

cleansed. This, with perfect rest of the jaws,

except so much as was necessary in taking

liquid food, constituted the entire course of

treatment. The fracture in the roof of the

mouth healed very rapidly, so much so that in

a few weeks time only a cicatrix served to

mark the line of fracture. The wound upon
the face still continues discharging a small

amount of pus, with occasional spiculse of

bone, but the patient has so far recovered as

to perform duty as cook for the company, and
only complains of want of sensation of the

fractured part, which is not to be wondered at

when we consider the amount of displacement

that existed at the time of the injury. I think,

too, that the discharge from the face is likely

to continue for some little time, as of necessity

there must be a very considerable amount of

detached pieces of bone yet to come away

;

yet the progress which the case has made thus

far encourages the belief that perfect recovery,

with perfect adaptability and use of the injured

parts will speedily ensue.

Hospital Reports.

Clinic op University cf Penn'a, >

9th Street, above Chestnut. 3

Service of Prof. Henry H. Smith, M. D.

Reported by W. H. H. Githens, M. D.,

Assistant in Clinical Service.

Popliteal Aneurism—Successful Treatment by-

Compression—Time, Four Days.

John Sullivan, set. 35 yrs., a zinc miner from
Lehigh county, accustomed to standing in water

while laboring, was admitted into the University

Hospital, Oct. 17th, with a well marked popliteal

aneurism. The tumor had been first noticed about

four months previously ; it caused little pain at first,

but alarmed the patient by its steady
|
increase in

size. He was then under the care of Dr. Detwiler,
an eminent physician of Lehigh county, who brought

him to the city. The circumference of the limb

over the tumor, at this time, was 12 5-16 inches

pulsation and aneurismal bruit were marked, and
the diagnosis was easily and certainly made. Pres-

sure on the femoral artery controlled both the pul-

sation and bruit. It having been decided to attempt

a cure by compression, two Bellingham's clamps

were applied over the course of the femoral artery,

on Oct. 19th, 1869, one at the apex of Scarpa's tri-

/

3*7

angle, the second at the junction of the middle and
lower thirds of the thigh.

Several members of the medical class generously

volunteered to assist, and contributed in no small

degree to the success of the treatment by exercising,

day and night, a watchful care over the patient, pre-

venting him from loosening the clamps or otherwise

interfering with the apparatus. At stated intervals

they relieved the points of pressure by alternately

tightening and loosening the clamps.

Compression, was thus kept up constantly for

ninety-six hours, and at the end of this period no

pulsation could be felt in the tumor or in the popli-

teal artery, and the bruit could no longer be heard.

The temperature of the limb below the tumor was

lowered only for thirty-six hours, and the collateral

circulation was becoming establisbed by this time.

It seemed to be carried on through the profunda

femoris, the descending branches of the external

circumflex, the superior internal and external articu-

lar arteries, the deep branch of the anastomotic

magna and the recurrent branch of the anterior

tibial.

Seventy-two hours after the application of the

compresses all pulsation in the tumor had ceased ;.

the tumor was smaller and quite solid, and the mea-

surement of the limb was 12 2-16 inches. During

the treatment the patient complained of a great deal

of pain in the region of the tumor, and in different

parts of the leg and foot, for the first twenty-four

hours, and these were relieved by the exhibition of

granules of morphia sulph. gr. ^, at 10 P. M., and

at 2 A. M.
On October 23rd, when the clamps were removed,

the circumference of the leg over the position of the

tumor was 12 1-16 inches. The patient remained

under observation two days longer and then re-

turned to his home, apparently cured. The com-

pression, in this case, was made to a degree sufficient

to diminish without entirely interrupting the direct

current of blood ; to this extent, however, it was

unintermitting. The demand for blood supply to

the tissues below the tumor soon caused the collat-

eral circulation to be set up, and an eddy or recoil

current was thus induced, opposing the direct cur-

rent through the tumor ; in this manner the coagu-

lation or deposition of fibrin was favored and the

tumor soon became solid.

Prof. Smith stated that he always tried compres-

g'on, either by the fingers of assistants, (digital,) by

flexion of the limb, or, as in this case, by clamps,

before resorting to ligation of the vessel ; the pa-

tient thus often escaping the risks and pain of a

serious operation. The success of this case was evi-

dent up to the time of his leaving the board, and

nothing has been heard of him since.

The oldest man in Indiana is Tobias Sinder,

of Evansville, aged 106. Benj. Scalf, of Milesburg,

Elkhart co., Ind., will be 106 years old next May.

Medical Societies.
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cincinnati academy of medicine,
OCT. 18th, 1869.

(Reported by Dr. J. "W. Hadlock.)

[REMOVAL OF A FIBROUS TUMOR FROM THE CAV-

ITY OF THE UTERUS.

Dr. W. W. Dawson reported the above case to

he Academy, illustrated by the accompanying

^drawing, showing the situation and size of the tu-

mor. The patient was 31 years of age ; had had

seven children ; her labors were unattended with

trouble.

About eight weeks ago she miscarried at the sec-

ond month; the accident was accompanied by severe

hemorrhage, and she was confined to her bed for

two weeks ; two weeks subsequently there was a
slight loss of bright arterial blood, which she con-

ceived to be her menses. Six weeks after miscarriage,

whilst asleep, profuse hemorrhage came on ; when
awakened she was drenched with blood. Dr. D. D

.

Bramble was called in, and on making an examina-

tion, found the os dilated and a tumor within the

cavity and attached to the anterior wall of the ute-

rus. He prescribed ergot with some advantage, but

^he woman continued to bleed hourly ; there was
no interruption to the flow ; in three days she was

Sreatly prostrated.

The tumor was sessile, about the size of an Eng-

lish walnut, and situated one inch and a half from

the os. Dr. Dawson removed it by the ordinary

e erase ur, carrying the chain above the tumor by a

pair of forceps, long, curved and slender ; the uterus

being held firmly by a pair of double-toothed Vul-

sellum forceps, and the vagina dilated by Sims' spec-

ulum. No hemorrhage followed the crushing, for

twenty-four hours there was a mere " show," but

since then there has not been a trace of blood.

. Dr. Dawson referred to the achievements of the

distinguished American, Marion Sims in this part of

surgery, and exhibited his modification of Chasspaig-

nac's ecraseur—the ecraseur with a portechain.

The difficulty of engaging these tumors with the

wire of Maisoneuve, or Braxton Hicks' cord wire, is

very great ; so also the unsupported chain of the

ecraseur folds upon itself and gives the operator

trouble, often in fact defeats him ; but the chain by
Sims' porte can be carried into the uterus as easily

as a sound.

UNSUCCESSFUL OPERATION FOR OVARIAN TUMOR.

Dr. C. G. Comegys reported a case where he

had been called, hurriedly, to see one evening, a

young lady, who, the messenger said, could not

urinate. On his arrival he laid his hand over the

hypogastric region !and found a rounded tumor

—

just like a full bladder—which he supposed it to be,

and treated the matter lightly, remarking he could

relieve her in a few minutes—notwithstanding she

was suffering great pain. On trying to introduce

the catheter, however, he found it would not enter

the bladder, or was made to do so with great diffi-

culty, and even then it did not seem to enter a cavity

or a vacuum, so to speak, and to his surprise but

a few drops of urine flowed.

He then made a vaginal examination, and from

the symptoms present, supposed it to be a case of

fibrous tumor of the uterus, grown so large that it

was pressing upon the bladder and prevented the

ready introduction of the catheter.

The following morning he called counsel who
agreed with him that it was a fibrous tumor of the

uterus. He then lost sight of the patient for two

years, and in the meantime, having read the book

of Spencer Wells, he became impressed that some

surgical relief could be rendered the patient. He
laid the matter before her friends, and they concluded

to call Dr. Bradford, of Augusta, Ky., to see her.

Upon an examination Dr. B. pronounced it an

ovarian tumor, and operated accordingly.

On opening the abdomen and reaching the tumor,

he found that it had grown from the ovary, the pedi-

cle reaching transversely and overarching the uterus

from behind forward, and so completely enveloping

that organ and entangling the whole pelvic viscera,

that it was found impossible to remove the tumor

without removing all the organs of the pelvis ,* and

the abdomen was sewed up, and the patient aban-

doned to her fate. She died two or three days after

wards.

ON THE EXAMINATION, BY PALPATION, OF

THE PREGNANT ABDOMEN.

BY J. T. WlIITTAKER, M. D.

In searching the literature of this subject prepara-

tory to writing this article, it seems a singular fact

that of the numerous extracts and monograms we
were able to collect, not one was written in the En-
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glish lanngago, all were from continental pens. Our
most thorough and comprehensive volumes on ob-

; stetrics, too, possess but a mere passing notice. Even
v
the scholarly Montgomery, who permitted almost

nothing to elude him that had any bearing on the

signs and diseases of pregnancy, contents himself

with only a sufficiency of mention for his purpose
;

and Hodge, in his voluminous compendium, pre_

sents only this statement: "By the powers of

palpation, however, the practitioner may often feel

through the walls of the uterus and abdomen the

head or even the limbs of the child, and thus satisfy

himself of the reality of pregnancy. His confidence

is greatly increased in most of these cases by dis-

tinctly recognizing the child in motion." The latter

remark is proof conclusive of the amount of knowl-

edge he regards as deducible from this mode of ex-

amination. There seems to be no idea of the pos-

sibility of establishing the child's position as claimed

by many continental writers ; this must be deferred

until a dilatation of the os permits an examination

of the presenting extremity there.

No one will dispute the fact that it is as true in

obstetrics as in any other branch of medicine, that

the earlier a diagnosis is established the better—cer-

tainly, no one who has ever seen cases of transverse

position permanently rectified, by external man-
ipulation, or sometimes by mere position of the pa-

tient, and reflects on the really terrible consequences

ensuing upon their neglect, aside from the great

comfort and consolation to both patient and prac-

titioner of the early and exact knowledge of any,

even the simplest case.

Why is it then that these facts, if they are true,

and true they undoubtedly are, have so long escaped

our observation—we, who flatter ourselves, to

compound for our ignorance of all theory by a pro-

found knowledge of all practice ? Simply because our

attention has never been directed to them in our

class-rooms and hospitals, on account of the inability

to use material in the only manner in which practi-

cal instruction maybe obtained ; and in private prac-

tice there is still greater fear of violating the female

delicacy.

This terrible barrier is the apology for licensing

students to the number of legion, yearly, to com-

mence their " healing mission" without ever having

seen a solitary case of labor. So it was with us, and

that in Philadelphia, at the grand head- centre—the

University—and what is the consequence? I

shall certainly not narrate my first experience and

its bitter lesson at the hands of an illiterate and mer"

ciless midwife, who with all her ignorance was wiser

than the doctor ?

The employment of this mode of investigation is a

discovery of comparatively modern date, though his.

tory furnishes us with analogous procedures from the

remotest times. In the chapter on " Rectification of

Position, " extracted from " answers to some obstet-
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rical questions as to the accouchement of the Jap-

anese," the following sentence occurs : " The ex-

ternal examination is also employed for the detection

of pregnancy, viz : the feeling of the breasts, of the

radial pulse, and the manipulation of the abdomen,

for which a peculiar preparatory process is under-

gone called 'ampoekce,' which consists in a friction,

and a careful gentle pressure and manipulation of

the abdomen, as of kneading, in which particular

manual passes are necessary." For the cure, too, of

certain accidents of pregnancy the ampoekce is daily

performed. Somewhat similar practices were also

indulged in by the Arabians, and in latter times by

he Mexicans, with a similar design, but it |was not

till the year 1753, that the matter received scientific

investigation at the hands of Professor Roederer, of

Gottingen. Elmenta ariis obstetricoe ;
chapter, de ex-

ploratione. Wirsberg, in a note of comment on

this section, adds that he was accustomed to apply

his face to the naked abdomen, after the examina-

tion by palpation, to detect by the ear the move-

ments of the fcetal extremities.

It is a well known fact that in some cases their

movements are audible several weeks before the ear

can take cognizance of the heart tones. Had Wirs-

berg found followers in his practice, as Greuser ob-

serves, auscultation might have been discovered in

a previous century (Nsegele, Obstet. Auscultation,

p. 53) ;
indeed, it was only thus accidentally en-

countered. Baudelocque, Schmidt and Wigand have

since considerably extended this field, and Greuser,

the present editor of Naegele, thinks it cannot be

recommended enough.

It is cultivated in Germany now, in all the clinics

of the land, to a degree of perfection that seems al-

most miraculous. Not only is the exact position

and presentation defined in most cases, but the size

and weight of the foetus is so closely approximated

as to excite the wonder and admiration of the for-

eign student in a high degree. Time and again have

we seen Seifert and Braum and Spath estimate

the weight to within an ounce, and the size to

within an inch, as verified after birth. Of course

this skill is the result of decades of practice on liter-

ally thousands of cases.

The patient may be examined in the standing*

sitting or lying posture, either the former or the lat-

ter to be preferred, as in sitting the abdominal walls

are generally rendered tense. In Berlin cases are

examined standing, the patients being ranged along

the walls, the students kneeling at their feet. In

Prague and Vienna the dorsal position is observed,

that the heart sounds may be studied at the same

time, which is usually impossible in the erect pos-

ture. A proper regard for the feelings of patients

would induce a preference for this manner, although

some points may be better observed when the uterus

is thrown forward in close contact with the parietes

by gravity, as is the case when the posture is erect.
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Assuming the patient in bed, then, the abdomen

covered by a thin, soft texture ; flex the limbs upon
the body, and, if possible, abstract the attention. To
do this successfully requires sometimes as much
tact psychical as the examination does tact physical.

First, then, place the border of the hand perpen-

dicularly over the fundus, and during the expiration

after a deep inspiration, press gently downward to

the highest point ; this will give its height from the um-
bilicus, and aflord a fair approximation of the period

of gestation. Place a hand then on each side of the

organ, with similar pressure, and notice its breadth

and inclination toward one or the other side. The
hands will, of course, be parallel and generally in-

clined to the right, because the uterus is generally

drawn to this side, from the commonly assumed
reason of the shorter length of the right round liga-

ment.

Let the palm of the open right hand glide now
gently over the abdomen, and discover any eleva-

tions present, which are generally foetal members,
or any depressions, particularly of the fundus.

Twice have we seen a uterus bicornate so detected.

In one of these cases a sound was passed into the

unimpregnated side entirely to the fundus ; the pro-

gress of the case was extremely slow, on account of

the indistensible character of the fibrous septum,

and a guarded knife was just about being intro-

duced for its division, when a forcible pain effected

birth.

The depression from the fundus to the cervix, or

the oblique groove, sometimes present, must not be
regarded as proof positive of the presence of twins,

as the ancients believed. It would be as dangerous

to predicate a multiple birth on this fact alone as on
the increased bulk of the organ ; but it may serve

to excite a suspicion, which a further examination, as

by ballottement, when one may be moved without af-

fecting the other, difference of heart sounds, etc., may
perhaps verify or annul. Notice the gentle but quick
pat of the members of the child against the hand,
which may vary in grade from the merest vibration or

undulation to a decided stroke. Of course, great care

must be exercised to avoid mistaking for this the

sudden contraction of the abdominal muscles, or the

peristalsis ©f the intestine. M. Dubois has fre-

quently mentioned instances of women who pre-

sented themselves at his lectures for the practical

exercise of his pupils, and "who possessed in a high

degree the faculty of simulating the foetal move-
ments by the partial contraction of the abdominal
muscles." In a note to his translation of Chailly,

Bedford mentions a case of ascites in a woman, " to

whose uterus two small pediculated tumors were

attached, which might easily have been mistaken
for either the active or passive movements of the

foetus." (For other deceptive cases, see Bedford's

Obstet., pp. 179-82.)

All this is preparatory to the examination propeiy

which now commences.

Apply the extended fingers of both hands at an
interval of say 2 to 4 inches, and make palpation over

the entire surface, :he pressure of each hand alter-

nating, but in quick succession. The following

points may be recognized; the breech or head above,

as one or the other extremity of the foetal ellipse

exists there, presenting a firm, round tumor, harder,

of course, for the head, and rather larger for the

breech ; in the right upper quarter (dividing the sur-

face with a perpendicular and transverse line, inter-

secting each other at the umbilicus at right angles.)*

the pedal extremities generally, because the first

position of vertex is the most frequent, and the feet

flexed upon the thighs occupy the opposite quarter

to the head, these all well marked, as a rule, as small

knobs or protuberances, now present, now absent,

or rolling around under the fingers
;
opposite, the

dense, elongated tumor of the back, offering twice

the resistance of the side or of the members ; and

below, over the symphysis, the opposite end of the

ellipse, breech or head, pro re nata, in both the ac-

cepted and literal significance of the phrase.

Extend the thumb now from the hand and sink

it (the thumb) on one side of the tumor above the

pubes and the fingers on the other and gently pal-

pate or repercuss between the thumb and hand. Its

fixidity will indicate the extent of its engagement

at the superior strait. In the majority of cases, if

the parieties are not entirely too adipose or ascites

or low insertion of the placenta do not intervene,

the head, by its greater density can be distinguished

from the breech. Should doubt still exist, grasp the

breech with the other hand and compare the two, or

if it can not be readly grasped, practice external bal-

lottement—the repercussion of English authors—be-

tween them. Should the members be found in the

left upper quarter and the back in the right side, the

position of the vertex is the second. The mere pres-

ence of the members in either upper quarter, speaks

strongly in favor of a vertex presentation, their

presence in either lower quarter for a breech. Of

course, auscultation of the heart tones will reveal

the back of the child in most cases almost positively,

and this should always be conjoined to the exami-

nation but it does not fall in our scope to day, nor

does the vaginal examination and its results, nor

the combined internal and external methods ; these

have all received full attention at the hands of

every author and teacher. We might have to

make some statements as to the value of this

method of examination in transverse positions when
the uterus is shortened in its long diameter and

elongated in its broad with an extremity of the el-

lipse in each iliac fossa. In extra-uterine pregnacy

which it affords us almost the only means of diagno-

sis, the whole body appearing, as it generally is, im-

mediately under the integuments ; in cases of mole
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when it reveals, as in addition to the other

symptoms, a volume of the uterus not corresponding

; to the stage of gestation, an absence of all indi-

' vidual tumors and parts, or in those rare conditions

of complicating ovarian difficulties, fibroid tumors,

hydrometra, physometra, etc., but all these have

been already exhaustively treated elsewhere. A
single remark further and we have done.

Face presentation may sometimes be diagnosti-

cated by the external examination alone, in these

cases the extreme extension of the neck forces the

breast of the child against the uterine parieties, and

of course removes the back, consequently the heart

sounds are heard in greater intensity from the

breast, by reason of its contiguity, and not from the

back as is usual, but the feet in the rule remain

flexed upon the thighs, and the thighs upon the

abdomen. Suppose, now, the members be recog-

nized on the same side as the audition of the tones,

the presumption is strongly in favor of a face pre-

sentation, and in fact we have seen three cases

wherein a diagnosis was so established before the

os would admit the extremity of the index finger.

"We may add, in conclusion, that the examination

by palpation implies some skill and considerable

practice to enable us to draw correct conclusions

;

but it requires far less of either to attain a tolerable

efficiency in palpation, than to acquire that degree

of tactile and auditory perfection in percussion,

which enabled Piorry to map out the exact position

of the foetus in utero upon the abdominal surface

and a little practice will be found of sufficient im-

portance in assisting us in the diagnosis of difficult

cases, even should we fall far short of the acquisi-

tions of those eminent men who can as nicely esti-

mate the size and weight of the foetus, the diameters

of its head, and even, as we have twice seen, mark
out the surface of placental insertion in cases when
the intensity of the placental murmur, as afterwards

examined by auscultation, could leave but little

doubt of an implantation on the anterior wall.

In reviewing this article, it seems possible that we
may have lain ourselves liable to unpleasant criticism

in the first part, and to spare ourselves this, we may
state it is not meant that a woman's sense of delicacy

is in any manner to be violated. The defective

character of our education in this branch of science

must have been apparent to all in the commence-

ment of their professional career, and if our igno-

rance is not enlightened in the hospitals, under a

supervision which reuders any malpractice impossi-

ble, we all know full well at whose expense it fi-

nally comes. A lady will always be recognized by
a gentleman without any advice or monition, and a

man who has assumed the practice of obstetrics

without being by nature's inalienable birthright, as

well as by cultivation and education a gentleman, is

the man, above all others, who has mistaken his

avocation.

Editorial Department.

Periscope.

" Watermelon vs- Diarrhoea."

Dr. B. E. Cotting sends the following cases to

the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, as illus-

trating the good effect of ripe fruit on diarrheic dis-

ease.

I.—An advanced gentlewoman, taken Friday

night, Sept. 3d, with prostrating diarrhoea, was on

Saturday, P. M., advised to take very freely of the

pulp of ripe watermelon. She did so, eating as

much as she could possibly get down. During Sat-

urday night she had five dejections—the last being

very small, about 6 A. M., of Sunday. She kept

her bed Sunday, without discomfort, except a feeling

of weakness. Monday, she had a natural dejection,

and no further disorder.

II.—A middle-aged gentleman, taken Saturday,

Sept. 4th, with cholera morbus, and brought home

from his place of business. Seen at nightfall ; vomi-

ting frequent and diarrhoea urgent. Watermelon
directed as above. Directions followed, but he also

continued to take the melon in small quantities

every few minutes during the night, to assuage thirst.

He vomited but once after it was taken, and the

diarrhoea ceased through the night.

III.—A young woman, who, for several days, had

suffered severely from diarrhoea which had not been
controlled by opium freely taken, and other reme-

dies, being unable to sit up any longer, took to her

bed, Sept. 6th, and asked professional advice.

Watermelon directed, as in the previously described

cases. She took it repeatedly in pretty large quanti-

ties in the night and day following. Feeling no re-

lief, she sent again at evening, but before the mes-

senger returned she|had a large dejection, which she

said seemed to remove all the difficulty. From that

moment convalescence was uninterrupted.

IV.—An older gentlewoman, the head of the

same family as the last, afflicted at the same time

,

in a similar way though less severely, was relieved
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in about half the time of the other, after taking

watermelon.

V.—A young gentleman, attacked in the night of

September 12th, with severe vomiting and purging,

which continued into the 13th, was advised to take

watermelon, and took a large quantity. The dis-

order ceased in P. M., and the next day, Sept. 14th,

he returned, well to his business.

VI.—A grandmother, much depressed by attending

upon sick children, returned home with distressing

diarrhoea, Sept. 13th. The next day, was directed to

take watermelon, and consumed large quantities

between the middle of that day aud the morning

following. After this she had no further diarrhoea.

VII.—A rather feeble young woman, after several

days' suffering with frequent loose, "bilious" opera-

tions, took, as directed, in the evening and night of

Sept.. 15th and on the morning of the 16th, three

separate meals of watermelon alone. In the after-

noon of the 16th she had a full dejection, and no
diarrhoea afterwards.

VIII.—A young matron, who had repeatedly re-

curring attacks of diarrhoea, and had tried without

avail laudanum and other common remedies, was at

last obliged to take to her bed, and then, as advised

ate in course of the night of Sept. 16th to 17th about
" a cubic half-foot" of watermelon pulp. This was
followed by a free dejection, " quite different from

the previous ones," before noon of the 17th, and
subsequent complete relief.

IX.—A young gentlewoman, on her return from
a fatiguing journey, was taken in the night of Sept.

17th with diarrhoea, accompanied with constant

nausea, which greatly increased on every attempt to

rise from bed. In the afternoon of the 18th, these

symptoms increasing, she was advised to take water-

melon pulp, which she did until she was "full." It

was repeated at bed-time, and again in the morning

following.

She said that the nausea was at once and decidedly

relieved by the watermelon, and, after a free dejec-

tion on the 19th, she had no further diarrhoea.

Poisoning by the Use of Hair Restorers, Head-
washes, etc.

The Journal of Applied Chemistry has the fol-

lowing remarks, appropriate to what we recently

said on the " Price of Beauty :"

A constant use of the various advertised hair

washes, invigorators, restorers, etc., produce effects

which inevitably, sooner or later, produce ill health,

and often great bodily suffering.

Lead in some form is one of the ingredients of

all these mixtures. By the continued application of

these washes to the skin or scalp an absorption of

lead takes place, and its poisonous effects manifest

themselves under the various forms of lead poisoning.

The effects are so slow and insidious that, until

the sufferer is entirely beyond cure, they are un-

noticed, and in many cases even then the original

cause is unknown. There is no doubt that many,

have gone to their graves without even their physi-

cians being aware of the real cause of the disease.

It produces neuralgia, paralysis of some of the

muscles of the face and limbs. Many persons com-

plain of sudden pain in the head, ear or eye, or

sometimes in the shoulders, often in the fingers, not

unfrequently of a numbness in the limbs, hands or

feet. Careful inquiry traces these effects to the use

of some of the deleterious compounds. It is time

the warning voice of the press should be heard and

heeded by the thousands who are in the daily habit

of using these poisonous articles, more especially as

their use is making such rapid advances in this

country. So many of these washes are now thrown
upon the market, all professing to be perfectly inno-

cuous, that people use them without the slightest in-

vestigation, not even giving a thought to the in-

evitable consequences.

That those who desire may be able to discover the

presence of lead in any of these cosmetics and

washes we here give a few simple, but certain, tests

that may be applied with very little expense and one

easily attainable at any apothecary's store, viz : by
agitating a solution of sulphuretted hydrogen with

the wash it will turn it black or dark, and generally

throw down a precipitate at the bottom of the ves-

sel
;
sulphide of ammonium, or sulphide of sodium

(glauber salts) have the same effect.

No one who values health and immunity from in-

cessant pain should neglect to apply this test to any

compound recommended for the purpose of improv-

ing the complexion or coloring the hair.

Instances are daily recorded by the press of the

terrible effects of the absorption of lead into the sys-

tem through the pores of the skin, by the use of popu-

lar skin and scalp washes, which would deter any

but the most infatuated devotees of fashion from

their use. And the instances which are made public

are not a tithe of what could be furnished by almost

any physician of an extended city practice.

We again warn all who use these cosmetics that

they are gradually but certainly bringing upon them-

selves a condition which will be one of suffering and

disease beyond the reach of remedy. By using the

simple and inexpensive tests given above, and re-

jecting everything that is proved to contain lead in

some form, they will avoid the slow poisoning which

is sure to follow their constant application.

Opium and Belladonna.

In the last number of the Am. Jour. Med. Sci. r

there is a report by Dr. S. W. Gkoss, of a case of

poisoning by 3 grs. of atropia which occurred in this

city about a year ago. In this instance the injection

of morphia subcutaneously produced stertorous
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breathing, and was discontinued. Dr. G. quotes Dr
Harley's experiments on the lower animals, and

concludes that " it would be unsafe to rely on opi-

um or morphia to the exclusion of other measures,

when an excessive dose of belladonna or atropia has

been taken." This we do not oppose, but the state-

ment would to our mind have more correctly ex-

pressed the present advance of toxicology if the

writer had added that it is unjustifiable to neglect

this measure when the patient does not promptly re-

spond to other means. A half-truth is sometimes as

dangerous as an error.

Syphilis from "Vaccination.

A writer in the Gazette Hebdomadaire, quoted in

the Boston Med. and Surg. Journal, says discussion

on this question was started when it was demonstrated

that syphilis was inoculable through the blood. This

fact being admitted
;
granted also the immense lia-

bility that either through difficulty in operating, or

through negligence on the part of the operator, or

through too complete draining of the pustules, the

virus contains blood ; these things being considered,

we are much less inclined to sift the facts hitherto

alleged relative to vaccinal syphilis, than to acknowl-

edge the occurrence of it a priori, by a sort of logi-

al necessity. From this point of view, the only one

of practical interest, the question if the pure virus

unmingled with blood may contract the syphilitic

venom, presents itself only as a sort of curiosity.

That point remains doubtful, even with some of

those who have with the most zeal and authority

sounded the alarm as to the transmission of syphilis

by vaccine matter. The true question is not here,

and all the experiments cited by M. Guerlst in

which vaccine matter collected from syphilitic pa-

tients has given rise only to legitimate pustules, add

nothing to what has been said and done by M.

Viejwois, the most declared partizan and one of the

instigators of the theory of vaccinal syphilis.

Reviews and Book Notices.

NOTES ON BOOKS.

Our friend Dr. Greensville Dowell, of Galves-

ton, Texas, Editor and Publisher of the Galveston

Medical Journvl, is preparing, and will publish by

the first of December, the Galveston Medical Al-

manac. It will contain a large amount of practical

information, useful to the physician. It will be a

good medium for advertising.

Address Dr. Dowell, as above.

A Compend of Materia Medica and Therapeutics.
For the use of Students. By John C. Riley, A. M.,

M. D., Professor ofMateria Medica and Therapeu-
tics in the National Medical College, etc. Phila-

delphia, J. B. Lippincott & Co., 1 vol. 8 vo. pp.
370.

As the title page indicates, this syllabus is designed
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for the use of students in the lecture room, and
therefore lays no claim to be a full exposition of the

subject. It is more complete than such manuals
usually are, and although of course such a work
has no pretensions to original research, it has, so far

as we have examined it, the merit of accuracy.

Keport and Remarks on a third series of on©
hundred cases of Cataract extraction by the Peri-
phcric-linear method, by H. Knapp, M. D. etc.,

N. Y., Wm. Wood & Co., pp.29.

Cataract and its Treatment, Medical and Surgi-
cal, by Jabez Hogg, F. L. S. etc., London, Henry
Renshaw, pp. 35.

These two essays will have a deep interest for

those devoted to ophthalmological pursuits. Pro-

fessor Knapp's paper is eminentlv practical, and the

operation he reccomends a very successful one. He
says, in concluding his labor : " I may sum up the

ultimate result to be, that 3 per cent, of loss, 6 per

cent, of imperfect and 91 per cent, of good success

were obtained." Dr. Hogg's pamphlet is a very

interesting paper on paracentesis oculi, read before

the Medical Society of London, and will be found a
carefully prepared description of this useful proce-

dure.

Health of Napoleon III.

George Wilkes, Esq., the editor of the New York
Spirit of the Times, in writing from Paris, gives the

particulars of a professional interview with Dr. Se-

quard, the eminent French surgeon, in reference to

the proper treatment of an affection of the brain

under which he, Mr. Wilkes, is suffering. In the

course of the conversation, Dr. Sequard directed

Mr. Wilkes' attention to a series of articles which

had recently appeared in a French paper on the sub-

ject of the Emperor Napoleon's health, and which
had created considerable sensation. Dr. Sequard

stated that the articles to his knowledge had been
written by a man who had once been the Emperor's

physician, a man of great ability, but dissolute hab-

its, who had lost his standing in society and his offi-

cial employment, but who neverthless knew the Em-
peror's constitution well. This unworthy physician

has violated all professional obligations, but, as Se-

quard insists, has nevertheless told the truth in dis-

closing the secret that the Emperor Napoleon is

suffering from an incurable disease, fungus of the

bladder, which must soon, and certainly within six

months, put an end to his life. The Emperor, ac-

cording to Sequard, has doubtless been made acquain-

ted with his fate, and is preparing for it as well as

he can. It is further stated that the reason why
these articles have not affected the Bourse, is that

they appear in a bitterly Radical paper, and are not

believed, and that the opportunities for observation

possessed by the author is not generally known.

—Dr. C. P. Frost of Brattleboro, Vermont, is an
assistant lecturer in the Medical Department of
Dartmouth College, N. H.
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8^" Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence.
News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

IS£?" To insure publication, articles must be practical,

brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.
We particularly value the practical experience of coun-

try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

NOTICE !

!

By reference to the Prospectus in another

column, it will be seen that we have made,
and are making arrangements for communica-
tions from some of the best medical writers,

and most prominent medical men in the coun-

try. We are expending more on the
Literary Department of the Reporter
than was ever before dreamed of in
this country. If the leading Physicians

and Surgeons of America do not write for the

medical journals, as do those of Europe, we
are determined that it shall be no fault
OF OURS. We shall expect

—

and have a right
to expect, a commensurate support.

For new subscribers we make the following

Liberal Offers :

1. To any of our present subscribers who
will send us a new name, a copy of the Phy-
sician's Daily Pocket Record ; and credit

on books, etc., for more than one name, to the

amount of one dollar for each name.
2. New subscribers who remit $5, will be

entered to the end of 1870. Those who send

in their subscriptions soon, will therefore re-

ceive the Reporter for Fourteen Months
for Five Dollars

!

PORTRAIT OF DR. GROSS.
As a New Year's Present, we propose

to send our subscribers in the issue of the

Medical and Surgical Reporter for Jan-

uary 1st, 1870, a Splendid, First-class, Original

Steel-engraved Portrait of

SAMUEL D. GROSS, M. D.,

Professor of Surgery in the Jefferson Medical

College of this city.

[£7* A few Artists' Proofs of the Portrait

will be struck off on boards of a size suitable

for framing. Price $1.00 each.

MEDICAL PRACTICE ABROAD.
It has long been and is stili, an increasing

custom for newly fledged doctors in this coun-

try, to go to Europe and tarry there till their

beards be grown, walking the hospitals and

learning all the " new methods." On their

return they are apt to plume themselves some-

what on the foreign knowledge they have at-

tained, and assume an air of wisdom in re-

spect to their less fortunate colleagues whom
the res egesta domi have condemned to stay

at home.

Now, we are altogether friendly to travel-

ing, and an ardent believer in the benefits of

intimate national intercourse. With one of

Shakespeare's characters, we are of the opin-

ion that " home-keeping youths have ever

homely wits ;" and we are by no means blind

to the advantages which, in special branches

of clinical instruction, are presented by the

large hospitals of Europe. But the admira-

tion of foreign practice may easily be carried

too far. There are probably no physicians in

the world who treat diseases more judiciously,

whose diagnoses are more accurate, and whose
positive success is greater than the well-edu-

cated ones of our own couniry. There are

none under whose care an enlightened patient

would more willingly place himself.

We have many proofs of this, and it is be-

coming very generally recognized. Two
lamentable proofs occur to us just now.
Count Cavour died of a mild attack of typhoid

fever—or more correctly, he died of the treat-

ment instituted i,o cure it. This was repeated

bleedings and low diet ! Is any reader aston-

ished ? We have seen hundreds of cases of

this same disease treated in this same manner
in the ward, and by the emphatic direction of,

no less a personage than the President of the

International Medical Congress, Dr. Bouillaud.

A still more recent example is the distin-

guished Sainte-Beuve Senator and literateur,

who died on the 13th of October. He, too,

perished through the want of skill and the ob-

stinacy of his medical advisers, and they were

of course among the most distinguished teach-

ers of Paris. Dr. Veyne, his friend and phy-

sician for fifteen years—a man attached to him

by the closest ties of affectionate admiration

—

believed that he had the s.one, but the other

medical men who were called in consultation

declared him mistaken, and insisted on treat-

ing him for a swelling of the prostate and in-

flammation of the bladder. Of this disease it

was announced in all the newspapers that he
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had died two days after a severe operation for

the removal of an abscess that had formed up-

, on the prostate, and which he bore with won-
""derful courage. But the post-mortem exam-

ination revealed the truth of Dr. Yeyne's
diagnosis. The bladder was found to contain

three large calculi, of which the largest, says

the Moniteur, following the Gaulois, was the

size of a large hen's-egg {gros ozuf depoule),

and the two others were triangular, and mea-

sured nine centimetres, a little over three

inches.

In respect to practice, not only the medical

men, both physicians and surgeons, but the

courses of lectures, and the hospitals of Paris,

are behind those of America. The condition

of the hospitals, indeed, is declared to be very

discreditable. The recent deaths of Marshal

Kiel and Sainte-Beuve are charged directly

to malpractice ; and if this can happen in

Paris to men of their position, what may not

be possible among the ranks of the humbler
and less known ? In Germany, the school of

which Niemeyer is head, sets, indeed, an ex-

ample of judicious treatment. But who fol-

lows the erratic advice of Hebra, or the a pri-

ori experimentizing of the so-called "rational"

teachers ?

MEDICAL LECTURES TO MIXED
CLASSES.

A fortnight ago several (female) students of

the Women's Medical College, of this city,

attended a clinical lecture at the Pennsylvania

Hospital. Before and after the lecture the

male students made some demonstrations, not

to be approved in every respect. The daily

press made severe comment on the occurrence,

not quite undeserved, but we also call attention

to the editorial remarks of the Public Ledger

in this connection. It discusses the question,

whether effective clinical lectures to mixed

classes of male and female students are prac-

ticable, and if practicable, whether they are

desirable? It is too late, in this age, to at-

tempt to close the doors of the medical pro-

fession upon such intelligent and capable

women as choose to adopt it. There are a

number of women already who are skilful

physicians. They have an endowed College

and a Hospital in this city. If they wish to

avail themselves of the advantages of other

hospitals, there should not only be no obstruc-

tion, but the doors should be opened to them

freely, and this may be done without abating

a hair's breadth from either the generosity or
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the delicacy of the welcome which is charac-

teristic of the American gentleman in his in-

tercourse with ladies. The medical teacher,

even the most practical and indurated among
our experienced professors, must feel a reserve

and an embarrassment while delivering his

lectures before a class composed of both wo-
men and men. He cannot help it. His train-

ing as doctor and gentleman has taught him
reserve when talking to women on medical

subjects, if othermen be present. It will take

time to break through this barrier. "While it

exists, any lecture at which students of both

sexes are present, must fall short of what it

ought to be. Hence, as it seems to us, the

effort to hold clinics in presence of both sexes,

should be undesirable to either, even if it is

not impracticable. Both the female students

and the male students should seek for separate

clinics, in order to promote efficiency of in-

struction.

Since this occurrence the students of the

University and Jefferson Medical Colleges

have passed resolutions not to attend the

Pennsylvania Hospital clinics. We shall recur

to this subject next week.

Notes and Comments.

Intermarriage of Kelatives.

We have been requested to publish at length a

recent review of Dr. Allen's paper 011 this sub-

ject. This the crowded state of our columns forbids

us to do. But we cheerfully insert enough of it to

give the reviewer's opinion

:

"When a marriage takes place between two cou-

sins, both of wbom are in good health, and subject

to no abnormal or morbific agencies, being the off-

spring of healthy parents, we assert that there is no
danger that either the bodily health or the intellect-

ual development of the immediate issue of such a

marriage will be deteriorated. But when in the

parties to a marriage, or in either one of them, a
hereditary taint, or a strong proclivity to disease

exists, then the evil effects of the taint or the predis-

position to disease they inherit will, most certainly,

be entailed with augmented intensity upon their

descendants by the intermarriage of the latter.

" The nearer the relation, and the more imperfect

and diseased the bodies of both parents are, so much
the more obvious and extensive will be the injuries

inflicted on the offspring. On the other hand, if this

resemblance in the two parties to the union is based

upon a better balanced and healthier organization,

or if even one of the parties be so constituted, the

favorable effects will be seen at once in the off-
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spring. £And*fthe more perfect and healthy the

organization, the better and more naturally all the

organs in the system perform their functions ; with

other conditions favorable, the stronger, healthier,

and more numerous will be their progeny."

A Strange Sight.

A correspondent writes: "Yesterday I went on

board the English ship Tyril, now loading with cot.

ton here, to see a piece of human bone, two inches

in length, which had been driven into the solid oak

deck.

About a month since a sailor fell from the topsail

yard, at a heigth of one hundred and twenty feet,

struck his thigh on the capstan in his descent, frac-

tured his thigh at the middle third, thrust the lower

extremity of the upper fragment through the mus-

cles, and immediately afterwards into the deck. Af-

ter penetrating the oak plank two inches, the bone

was again snapped off about an inch above the deck.

The bone has been cut off even with the deck, and

is now protected by a brass plate and exhibited as a

curiosity.

The most remarkable fact is that the man is a pa-

tient in hospital and is apparently recovering with-

out other defect than shortening of the thigh about

three inches.

Is it a Libel ?

The following extract from an article in a promi-

nent newspaper in this city has been going the rounds

of the pres3, and has been published in the British

Medical Journal. We call upon the editors of the

North American for their authority, and for the

names of the physicians, as we do not believe the al-

leged means of death at all

:

A Little Girl Poisoned to Relieve Her
from Suffering-.—A little girl, 12 years of age,

living in the nineteenth ward, was nipped in the

finger by a dog on the afternoon of July 12. Her
name was G-eorgiana McCready. Three days ago

she was seized by the premonitions of hydrophobia.

The most distinguished of the profession of medi-

cine were called to her rescue. By their sanction,

with that of friends, relatives and all to whom the

life of the child was dear, her sufferings were

stayed by the mercifal interposition of poison.

—

Philadelphia North American, Sept. 24.

The Dry Earth Treatment—The Case of Annie
Peoples.

As, by an unusual oversight and omission on the

part of all the papers in the city, except one, the

termination of the case of Annie Peoples, in which

the earth treatment was tried, was incompletely re-

ported, it is due to Dr. Addinell Hewson, who ap-

peared as a witness on the trial, that the following

statement should be published

:

"In the testimony which the counsel for the de-

fence produced for his client, he did not prove, as in

his opening address to the jury he had promised to

do, that Br. Hewson's professional associates at

Hospital had repudiated the use of dry earth i

dressing, and the cross-examination of those gen
men by the District Attorney elicited the facts 1

they had applied to offensive sores a preparatioi

which the chief component is clay, and that n
of them believed it to be irritating. The com
for the defense did not produce a single witnes;

whom such dressings had been applied, to estah
that they are irritating, or in any way injurio

nor did he produce a single witness to corroboi
the testimony of the chief witness for the defer

Dr. Chapman. These facts, coupled with thai

the alleged prejudice which this witness entertain

against Dr. Hewson, and with the actual aband
ment by the counsel for the defense of his adoj
ine, even before any testimony in rebuttal (wh
would have included that of patients treated v

such dressing, and of eminent surgeons in the c

who had been subpoenaed) had been produced, si

that the allegation of malpractice was untrue, <

could not be sustained. Judge Ludlow, in

charge to the jury, set this forth very emphatica
He said that 4 the Commonwealth had only pres

for a verdict of murder in the second degree. 1

counsel for the prisoner had conceded that his op
ing address as to the maltreatment had fail

There was evidence as to fighting, sufficient, j

haps, to reduce the grade, and the counsel on b
sides had agreed to take a verdict of voluntary m.

slaughter.'

"

Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.

Hypodermic^Injections.

Eds. Me-d. and SuRa. Reporter :

Much has been said of late in reference to

hypodermic syringe in various painful affectio

of its great success in the relief of suffering,and

well as the ease and facility with which it n

be employed. I have never used it till within

last few weeks, but have already learned to value

as one of my most useful and reliable agents. 1

following case may be of some service to such

my professional brethren, who like myself, h

known it only by hearsay. This, with the fact t

I have never read of its employwent in a sim;

case, is my excuse for sendi ig this article.

On the morning of Oct. 31st, Drs. Whital

Newell, and myself, were called to attend Mich

Stokes, who had been run over by a steam

engine. We found our patient in a state border

on collapse, and after ordering stimulants had I

removed to his residence. After removing his clc

ing, and making a careful examination, we foi

an oblique fracture of the rig'it femur, with a cc

minuted fracture of the lower extremity of the ti

of the same side. The tibia and fibula of the

limb were fractured transversely in the upper th;

In reducing this complicated i ijury it was nec

sary to take some measure for the prevention of
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^cute suffering which would naturally accompany

jur manipulation. His physical condition rendered

[chloroform inadmissible, and we had recourse to

''rypodermic use of sulphate of morphia. We ac-

cordingly injected gr. \ in the fleshy part of the fore-

arm ; the effect was seen in three minutes, when we
deduced the fracture and applied the splints to the

right limb without any complaint on the part of the

'patient. Another gr. \ was then injected with the

:same happy result, the two doses being sufficient to

(keep him quiet during the whole dressing, which re-

quired some three hours.

* The important points, to my mind, are : 1st. We
were enabled to remove the pain, when chloroform

was contraindicated. 2nd. The amount used was

mot more than one-fourth of what would have been

required if administered by the mouth, and the

'effect was almost immediate. 3rd. Any anaesthetic,

properly so called, would have required a special as-

sistant for its administration and control.

I think the above case shows that the "syringe"

may be used with advantage in cases^, of fracture

and kindred injuries, where chloroform is either in-

convenient or contraindicated.

Millville, N. J. II. C. Smith, M. D.

Opiates in Labor.

Eds. Med. and Surg. Reporter :

I have read the essay of Dr. Bruhaker, in your

last Reporter, with much interest, believing that it

leads in the right direction. But if the use of

opium in parturition for more than half a cen-

tury has taught me anything, it is that Dr. Bruba-

ker has stuck his stakes too soon ; that he has not

reached the end of his journey; that he, too, has

failed fully to illustrate that peculiar condition of

the maternal organs in which opiates have been

found so peculiarly effective. In my endeavors to

go a step further in the illustration of this interesting

subject, I do not claim to have reached its ultimate

limits. The Doctor says

:

"Can the condition of the parturient organs,

which calls for the use of morphia, be as definitely

stated as that requiring the use of ergot? In my
opinion it can."

" The chief, if not the only difficulty, lies in

the rigidity of the os. The vagina is sufficiently

relaxed and moist. The woman has been suffering

the greatest agony, for many hours, from the pains

of dilatation. There are also active contractions of

the womb; and the only obstacle to a speedy com-

pletion of the laboi is the unyielding os."

1 am aware that age and experience sometimes

render us more vain and loquacious -than wise; and

this may be my case ; others must judge. My ob-

ject is to make a few comments on those parts of the

above quotation which I have italicized.

" The rigidity of the os."—This is conceded to be

a concomitant condition in those cases where mor-

phia exerts its happiest influence ; but not " the

only obstacle to a speedy completion of the labor.1*

The rigidity of the os is only a part—a small part

—

of the difficulty. The same rigidity extends to the

circular fibres of the body of the uterus, in the form

of spasmodic contractions, while the longitudinal

fibres are thrown into an atonic state by the missdi-

rection of their nerve-power, to the circular tissue.

It seems to be a misnomer to call the suffering pro-

duced by those spasms " the pains of dilatation?

when they so effectually retard it. There are, proba-

bly, cases of rigidity of the os without the coinci-

dent spasmodic condition of the body of the uterus

which I have mentioned, and where morphia will

be less likely to display its wonderful parturient

powers.

Perhaps it may be said that the condition of the

muscular tissues of the uterus is a mere hypotheti-

cal assumption, and wholly destitute of pi oof. Not
so. I believe the careful observer and dexterous

manipulator will generally find the proofs ready at

hand, when such cases occur.

And what are those proofs ?

1st. The same touch which reveals the rigidity of

the os, will teach him that the rigidity is increased,

and that a contraction of the os takes place during

the pains.

2d. A tactile examination of the abdomen during

the pain will discover a change in the form of the

uterus from pyriform to cylindrical, in a greater or

less degree. As a consequence of this change, the

uterus becomes elongated, and the fundus is pushed

upward.

3d. The premature discharge of meconium, from,

the bowels of the child. In breech presentations,

this takes place very early
; before strong expulsive

efforts have commenced. I have known it to occur

through a very contracted os. In head presentations,

when the child is born, a copious discharge of mec"

onium will immediately follow
;
having been pressed

out of the infantile bowel, and retained in the fun-

dus of the womb.
4th. The body of the child affords unmistakeable

evidence of compression. The abdomen is col-

lapsed ; and the whole muscular system relaxed,

and flabby. In some cases, the child is unexpectedly

still-born; owing probably, to the unfortunate

pressure of the cord, upon some prominent pirt)

its body.

5th. The same sudden remission of pain ; relaxa-

ation of the os, and accession of expulsive efforts,

Sometimes occur simultaneously, irrespective of

remedies ; as we see them do where morphia had

been administered. These phenomena, whether oc-

curing spontaneously, as produced by opiates, clearly

indicate to my mind, the cessation of circular spasm,

and the institution of longitudinal contraction. I

have often had reason to believe, that this happy
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change may be hastened, by firm pressure upon the

fundus uteri, with the hand, during the pains, and a
gentle support, of the same kind, during the inter-

vals.

6tb. It may not happen, in any specific case, that

all the proofs here adduced will be equally obvious

to the attendant
; but, if I am not mistaken, enough

may always be gleaned to sustain the views which
I have presented. I hope that these brief and desul-

tory remarks will induce some of my readers to care-

fully observe and faithfully report their observations

in such cases.*

A word to the wise is sufficient.

E. MlCHENER, M. D.
New Garden, Chester Co., Pa.,

10th mo. 21th, 1869.

Another inferential proof may be drawn from the

fact that in some cases after the birth of the child, and
before the expulsion of the placenta, a clonic spasm of

some of the muscular fibres surrounding either the body
of the womb, or one of its cornua, takes place, producing
hour-glass contraction, while the rest of the organ is in

an atonic state.

Bemarkable Eesults of a Fracture Treated by
Smith's Anterior Splint.

Eds. Med. and Stjrg. Reporter :

The following case shows a result which, under

the peculiar circumstances, could not have been ac-

complished by means of any other apparatus known

to be used in the treatment of fractures.

On the 17th of March last, whilst stationed on the

Rio Grande, I was called to see a Mexican vaquero,

who had met with a fracture of both bones of the

leg, caused by his horse falling on him during an at-

tempt at lassoing a wild ox. Arriving a few hours

after the accident occurcd, cbe limb was found pre-

senting all the symptoms of a simple oblique fracture

in the middle third ; and the anterior suspension ap-

paratus was immediately applied, to the evident

comfort and satisfaction of the patient. A few days

afterwards the patient's friends desiring to move

him without seeking further medical advice, placed

him astride a mustang pony and caused him to ride

a distance of twelve miles, at the same time crossing

the river. Strange to relate the patient suffered but

little inconvenience from the journey, and the splint,

-which I flatter myself was well applied, did not be-

come misplaced or disarranged. Six weeks after the

injury was sustained recovery was complete. There

was no deformity, shortening, rotary displacement,

©r any other untoward symptom.

Irvtno C. Ross,
A. A. Surgeon, U. S. A.

Artillery School, Fort. Monroe, Va., Nov. 1. 1869.

Dr. Alonzo 3. Palmer, of Ann Arbor Uni-

versity, Michigan, has been appointed lecturer on

Theology (Theory?) and Practice of Medicine, and

Dr. Alfred Mitchell, of Brunswick, lecturer on Pa-

thology in the Maine Medical School, at Bowdoin

College.

News and Miscellany.

The Plague Spot.

A correspondent writting from Lima says :—In

my last letter I mentioned the extraordinary pheno
menon, near Locumba, which causes the death o

all animals that approach that fatal spot. I am novv

enabled to give you some particulars. An Ameri
can gentlemen, who passed over the locality, con
firms the previous reports. On the Locumba road

about 22 leagues from Tacna, there exists what is

here termed a dry arroyo, but in fact is the bed of a

former river, into which, from time immemorial, no
water has been known to pass.

During the late earthquakes, which destroyed Arica

and partly Tacna, the shocks were strongest in the

neighborhood of Locumba and the Arrieros. A

mule driver reported that one of the mountains near

the arroyo had been split open, and a small stream

of fetid water was oozing out of the mountain into

the arroyo. JSTo attention was at first paid to the

fact, nor to the mortality among the animals that

visited the neighborhood. It was only when the

people began to leave Tacna and flee from the

scourge of the yellow fever, which was devastating

the cities to the valley of Locumba, that they become

aware of the fatal effects upon their animals, at a

distance as much as eight and ten miles from the

arroyo.

" The stench." says my informant, " I can com-

pare to nothing else than old bilge-water, of the smell

of which you become painfully conscious. Within

twelve miles of its source, my horse dropped down
under me, and in five minutes he was dead. He

.

vomited three or four times a thick black substance

similiar in consistency and appearance to the black

vomit. I was thus left to walk fifteen miles to the

nearest house, two-thirds of which I may call a

mules' graveyard, so thickly was the old road cov-

ered with them. The cause of this singular freak

of nature is unknown ; but it seems that the gases

which have impregnated the atmosphere produce the

vomit and death of the animals that inhale it. What
these gases are composed of science alone can solve.'

A commission has been ordered by the government

to examine into this extraordinary matter and re-

port upon it.

The Central Ohio Lunatic Asylum.

We learn from the Ohio State Journal, that th#

ceremony of "breaking ground" for the new Cen-

tral Lunatic Asylum, at Columbus, Ohio, was per-

formed on the 26th ult., the Governor and other

State officials, municipal officers of Columbus, and

Dr. S. M. Smith, President of the Board of Trus-

tees, and others, taking part in the exercises.

The new building is to have a front of 966 feet.

—

ore

h
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The centre of the main front will be near where the

fountain was, or about one hundred feet nearer

;

Broad street than the front line of the old building.

This central building is to be four stories high, with

mansard roof. There will be two wings, one on the

east and one on the west, with a central building ex-

pending back as on the old plan. These wings will

"be on the new plan of constructing such buildings,

"retiring by sections, each section taking in a grade

' or class of patients.
11 The west wing will be devoted to men and the
laeast wing to women, the two accommodating about

four hundred patients.

The Central Building front will be devoted to offi-

: ces and business rooms.
])1 The Central tower and spire will be 162 feet high

and the roof of the central portion of the front view

i about 80 feet high.

in The building will be of brick and stone, and will

'be fire-proof. Much work has been done already,

iiand it is thought the excavation can be completed

mfchis fall. The old walls are being torn down, and

neverything looking to the « early completion of the

^building will be pushed forward as rapidly as possible

It

)i

. Prevalent Diseases.

o| In close connection with the prevalence of " foot-

-and-mouth" disease amongst cattle, there is extra-

sordinary frequency of stomatitis, and of allied dis-

eases, amongst children, not only in London, but in

Glasgow and many other large towns. At the

.;North-East Children's Hospital, more than two

[hundred cases of stomatitis have been under treat-

ment during the last four months. There have

^been several well-marked instances of contagion,

9
not in members of the same family only, nor in in-

habitants of the same house or street. The erup-

tion differs from the ordinary form of sore mouth,

by attacking apparently healthy children
;
by being

.attended with an elevation of temperature (100

deg. or 101 deg. being common), which often falls

considerably as soon as the eruption ©n the mucus
membrane is fairly pronounced, by the appearance

t
of the crop of vesicles all at once, or almost so, and
jbeing apparently unattended by any visible crypto-

gam, or pelicular exudation, in the earlier stages, or

in healthy chDdren. In weak children, after some

days, oidium albicans, and the so-called leptothrix

buccalis, are often found. This form of stomatitis

is generally promptly relieved by the free use of

chlorate of potash. Besides this, varicella is more

Mian commonly prevalent, which has in many cases

proved unusually severe, and in one case fatal.

The Social Science Congress.

At the meeting of the Social Science Congress, in

Bristol, England, several important questions were

discussed in the Public Medicine Section, under the

presidency of Dr. Symonds. On October 1st, the

President read a paper on Proposed Legislative Pre-

vention of Drunkenness. His arguments were based

on the assumption that a drunken man was in an
unsound state of mind, and should be protected

from himself and other people as much as a lunatic.

Two resolutions were proposed: 1. "That the

penal laws repressive of voluntary drunkenness should

be more rigidly enforced;" and 2. " That dipsoman-

iacs should be liable to deprivation of liberty, with a

view to their protection and reformation." The
resolutions were seconded and carried—the first

unanimously, and the second with one dissentient.

On Hospital Management, Miss Duck contributed a

paper in which she urged various improvements in

the conduct of large public institutions. Dr. Lank-

ester admitted that the proportion of deaths in large

hospitals was enormous, in proportion with the

number of deaths from the same diseases out of the

hospitals. He was in favor of cottage hospitals.

CarbonieAcid Gas.
A method has recently been introduced in En g-

land of preparing carbonic acid gas, so much used

in mineral water fountains, by heating a mixture

of sulphate of lime or plaster of Pans and charcoal

or coke in retorts like those in gas works. Car-

bonic acid gas, however, is now manufactured in

the United States by dissolving bi-carbonate of soda

in weak sulphuric acid. The carbonic acid gas is

set free, and a solution of sulphate of soda or Glau-

ber salts is left in the apparatus. This latter

method is much preferable to the common plan of

subjecting carbonate of lime or marble dust to the

action of sulpuric acid, whereby an insoluble sul-

phate of lime remains.

The Colors of Foliage.

The London Athenoeum says :
" Experiment hasr

confirmed the conclusion of an American scientist

that leaves turn red, at the end of the season, througk

the action of an acid, since one of the elements pro-

ducing the green color must be a vegetable blue.

Autumnal leaves placed under a receiver, with the

vapor of ammonia, in nearly every instance lost the

red color and renewed their green. In some, such

as the sassafras, blackberry, and maple, the change

was rapid, and could be watched by the eye, while

others, particularly certain oaks, turned gradually

brown without showing any appearance of green.

Insanity in France.

It appears that lunacy is increasing in France at

a rate out of all proportion with the growth in popu-

lation. Official statistics show that in 1851 the to-

tal number of idiots and lunatics was (in round

numbers) 46,000; five years later there were 60,000;

in another five years, they had risen to 84,000 ; and

n 1867, they numbered no less than 90,670.
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Insanity Items.
Sixteen insane soldiers from the Department of the

Pacific were received at the Government Hospital for

the Insane at Washington, October 28. This is the

the first arrival of this class of army patients from

the Pacific Coast. Under a recent order, all insane

soldiers are to be provided for at the insane asylum

here.

Another horrible tragedy, by an insane man, oc-

curred in Evath county, Canada, early in October.

James M'Carty, who is about thirty-five years old,

had for sometime shown decided symptoms of in-

sanity, but was permitted to go at large, until in a

frenzy he took the lives of his aged father, Rev. Mr.
Hurley, a friend, and of his own son, six or seven

years old. His wife escaped. A " lettre de cachet

"

would have saved these lives, but the physician who
furnished it might have been dragged before a court

for his pains, because, forsooth, under the restraint

of a hospital he did not appear to be violent ! We
fear that it will be a long time before the evils

caused by the recent sensational insanity literature

will be removed.

The English papers publish an account of an in-

sane man, seventy-four years of age, who had been

kept chained night and day for sixty years! He
was in a private family.

Dr. A. B. Cabaniss has been removed from the

charge of the State Lunatic Asylum, at Jackson,

Miss., and Dr. Deason has been appointed in his

place. The change was made by the military au-

thorities—the state being still "unreconstructed."

We are not informed of the cause of the change,

though a Jackson paper before us attributes it to

partizansbip, a charge which we should hope was
unfounded.

Army and Navy News-

Changes in the Wavy.
Passed Assistant Surgeon, H.vA. Beaumont is de-

tached from the Naval Hospital at New York and
ordered to the receiving ship Potomac. Passed As-
sistant Surgeon Joseph Hugg is detached from the
Potomac and ordered to the Philadelphia Navy
Yard. Assistant Surgeon B. S. Machel is detached
from the Naval Hospital at Pensacola and ordered
to the Naval Hospital at New York.

[Notices inserted in this column gratis, and are solicited
from all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tions of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to a line.}

MARRIED.
Bakbr—Fisher.—On November 3d, at the Third Pres-

byterian Church, Germantown, by Rev. W. E. Ijams
pastor, Charles A. Baker, M. D. and Helen L. Fisher,
both of Philadelphia.

Broust—Mohr.—At the house of the bride, Oct. 26th,
by Rev. A. S. Leinbach, Dr. James C. Brobst, of Lees-
port, and Miss Emma E. Mohr, of Mohrsville, Berks
county, Pa.

Chase—Sherwin—In Proctorsville, Vt., Oct. 28th, t

the residence of C. H. Chapman, by Rev. A. B. Flanden
Rector of St. Luke's Church, Chester, Dr. Clinton S

Chase, of Springfield, Vt., and Miss Lizzie H. Sherwij
youngest daughter of the late Charles Sherwin, Esq., (

Weathersneld, Vt.

Cook—Benedict In Brooklyn, Nov. 10th, at the res
dence of the bride's parents, by the Rev. Henry War
Beecher, Charles P. Cook, M. D., of Hudson, N. Y., an
Rosaline S., daughter of Roswell S. Benedict, Esq.

Gibson—Turner—On November 4th, at the residenc
of the bride, by J. H. Simmons, J. P., Dr. M. Gibson an
Mrs. Lucy Turner, all of Felicity, Clermont county, Ohi<

Kimball—Everett In Boston, Nov. 2d, by the Re^
W. H. H. Murray, Horace Kimball, M. D., of New Yor
City, and Marianna H. Everett, of West Newbury, Masi

Rex—Stevenson—In this city, on the 7th inst., by th
Rev. George Bringhurst, Oliver P. Rex, M. D., and Ann
B. Stevenson.

DIED.

Gilchrist.—Dr. Edward Gilchrist, surgeon in th(

United States Navy, and resident physician of the Chelsei

(Mass.) Naval Hospital, died suddenly, Nov. 6th, aged 52

He entered the Navy in 1832.

Schapps.—In Brooklyn, Nov. 6th, Ellie L., daughter C

Dr. C. H. and Jane Carpenter Schapps.

Wisden Mrs. Anr>a Wisden, November 2d, of con
sumption, near Reading, Ohio, aged 22 years and
months, wife of Thomas Wiston Wisden, and daughter
Dr. Duncan, of Winchester, Ky.

QUERIES AND REPLIES.

Spiritualism.

A correspondent writes us :
—" If I may so far trespas

on your valuable time, will you please inform me, whethe:
any satisfactory explanation, of what is termed ' spiritu

alism" has ever been given by scientific men ?
Of course I do not accept the 1 spiritual

,
theory but ad-

mitting the facts, it seems to me they are worthy of in-

vestigation and explanation."
Answer. We believe that every one of the so callei

" spiritualistic phenomena" is a trick and a deception
or the result of nervous disease. We have belonged to <

"circle" and seen some wonderful manifestations an<

after we were completely puzzled, and likeFestus, almos
persuaded, the medium has kindly explained some of hit

most startling " manifestations." Last year, we agreet

to pay the expenses of a medium, from Chicago to this

city, and add a douceur to boot, if he would perform in th<

Pennsylvania Hospital before several eminent physicians
of this city, what he wrote us he could perform.
He came, tried, and—failed, in several seperate trials.

We kept our money, and he—his peace. We here and now
make the same offer to any medium in America. But

there must be no under-the-table, or in-the-dark maneu-
vres. A fair field, no favors, and expenses paid are what
we offer. Who'll try his (or her) hand ?

METEOROLOGY.
NOV. 1, 2,

S. W.
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ON THE REMOVAL OF ENLARGED
TONSILS WITHOUT CUTTING, WITH
123 CASES.

By A. Ruppaner, M. D.,

Of New York City.

(CONCLUDED.)

Case 5.—Mrs. B. C , about thirty-two,

had suffered several years from repeated at-

tacks of quinsy, complicated with bronchitis.

The least exposure to wet and cold was sure

to bring on an attack of sore throat and

cough. Gifted with a fine voice, she was

obliged to discontinue singing altogether, as

the least exertion in that direction made her

more hoarse.

To escape our severe winter weather, Mrs.

C. visited the South annually, and had just

completed her arrangements for departure,

when she consulted me in December, 1865.

Condition : Fauces congested, uvula elonga-

ted, tonsils much enlarged, and bearing the

marks of repeated ulcerations, catarrh well

marked, epiglottis depressed, the larynx con-

gested, the voice husky and weak.

Proposed to remove the uvula and tonsils,

which at first was strongly objected to, princi-

pally because she had been advised not to

have the tonsils removed, lest the disease

might go to the lungs. As I, however, re-

garded the removal of the tonsils as the only

means of putting an end to her sufferings, and

willing to assume all responsibility of future

untoward consequences, I obtained her con-

sent, and removed the tonsils with the paste

leisurely, and with great care.

In consequence of her delicate constitution

and nervous temperament, the process was

slower than usual, but resulted in complete

success. Far from the disease going to the
I lungs, or the voice becoming weaker, Mrs. C.

1 has recovered her voice, and has had no attack
of sore throat, whatever, to this day, to require

interference on my part.

Case 6.—A. G., set. 10, a girl of strumous con-

stitution, was brought to me by her father,

upon the recommendation of his family physi-

cian.

Unusually intelligent for her age, she was,
on the other hand, thin, pale, weak. Her
speech was thick, so as to be scarcely intelli-

gible at times to her parents and friends. But
what first attracted attention was her loss of

hearing. Slightly defective at first, a watch
became inaudible, even when held close to the

ear. Her respiration was affected, and some-
times she complained of pains in the chest,

with headache, giddiness, dimness of sight,

pointing to a disordered circulation in the

brain, great susceptibility to colds in the head,

and attacks of quinsy, which latter disease left

her each time in a worse condition than before.

Such symptoms could only be produced by
confirmed tonsillary disease, and on examina-
tion I found, of course, both tonsils of such

enlarged size as almost to obliterate the aper-

ture between the mouth and pharynx.

Could not obtain consent to the operation

of excision. Applied, therefore, the paste

every other day or so, till the hypertrophy

was removed on both sides. Tonic and altera-

tive medicines were also administered.

First of all, the hearing, so much impaired,

gradually, but steadily improved, and remained
perfect to this day. The general health—res-

piration, digestion, strength and growth, much
retarted as might be expected at first, under-

went soon a marked beneficial change, and
the misery consequent upon the complaint

gave way to health and happiness.

Case 7.—Susan M., let. 19, school mistress,

33i
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was referred to me, suffering from an acute

attack of cynanche tonsillaris, complicated

with a sub-inflammatory affection of the trachea

and larger bronchi. This latter condition, I

became satisfied, depended upon the diseased

tonsils. The least exposure to wet or cold,

the least draft, etc., brought on an attack of

quinsy. Gargles, stimulant and astringent,

and caustic applications, proved of no avail.

She had often been advised to have the tonsils

cut out, but could not, on account of fear,

submit to the operation.

The acute symptoms having subsided under

appropriate treatment, she finally consented

to have the tonsils reduced by the paste. Af-

ter seven applications they were sufficiently

reduced to the delight of the patient. All

throat troubles ceased from that moment, and

the improvement in health and strength has

been most marked.

Case 8.—A medical friend sent to me Mrs.

B., set. 27, who had enlarged tonsils with

irritable throat. An effort had been made to

reduce the enlarged glands by the application

of the solid nitrate of silver for a continuous

period of two months without success, except

that there were a few holes in the gland. I

applied the paste and succeeded in removing
the hypertrophy after six applications. Hav-
ing been under the treatment so long it seemed

to her almost impossible that the tonsils could

have disappeared already. An examination

of her own throat by reflected light, however,

convinced her of the fact. Her general im-

provement was equally rapid and satisfactory.

Case 9.—Mr. A. M., 33t. 36. has been aware

that he suffered from enlarged tonsils for years,

but owing to a prejudice of his mother against

any operation, could not make up his mind to

have the troublesome glands excised. Of late

his sleep had, however, been much disturbed,

and he was accused of snoring so loud that

those who slept near him on the same floor had

no chance of rest. Annoyed by these frequent

complaints of others, he appled to me for re-

lief. I stated the sine qua non to be excision

or the paste. Of course, he chose the latter.

Twelve applications sufficed, and, therewith,

was also an end to the snoring and subsequent

complaints.

Case 10.—Mr. H. B., a gentleman of large

and robust build, aet. 55, enjoys excellent

health, with the exception that he has suffered

for over twenty years with periodical attacks

of ulcerated sore throat and quinsy. Aside

from the constant anoyance caused by the dis-

ease, he had always a dread, least the disease,
being cured and driven from the throat, might
make its appearance in some other form in his

lungs. Hence he refused any applications, nor
would he consent to a removal of the tonsils.

In September of 1868, returning from a long
and fatiguing journey on business West, dur-
ing which he caught a severe cold, I was tele-

graphed to meet him at once at Albany the
next day. Arrived there, I found my patient

suffering from an extremely severe attack of

quinsy with extensive submucous inflammation
of the adjacent parts. Too late for an opera-

tion, I ordered the necessary remedies until

the tonsils should be in a condition to be re-

lieved of the pus that was gathering, and ad-

vised the patient to stay in Albany for a few
days. This he declined to do, prefering to go
home to Kutland, there being no immediate
danger to be apprehended, except the great

discomfort from which he suffered. Three
days later I was telegraphed for to visit Rut-
land, as Mr. B. had not improved, but was
rather getting worse. Arrived there I found
the aspect of things entirely changed. The
tonsils were much swollen, and in a condition

of suppuration. The uvula was also much
swollen and laying between or rather upon the

point of union of the enlarged glands. The
surrounding cellular tissue of the pharynx and
post-nasal space was osdematous, and in some
parts there were collections of pus. Scarcely

able to breathe, the patient was much reduced
in strength, not to speak of his inability to

swallow food. Pulse, 110; face flushed. I pro-

ceeded to make several free incisions into both

tonsils so as to evacuate the pus. The quan-

tity discharged from these incisions was some-

thing surprising. Incisions were also made
into the sub-cellular tissue of the pharynx
from which pus freely discharged. The relief

afforded was at once marked and gratifying.

Breathing was rendered easy, and swallowing

at least tolerably passible. Later in the day
the uvula was also excised.

From the following day, when I returned to

New York, till two months later, when Mr.
B. visited me, all went well. The inflamma-

tion had subsided, the uvula healed, but the

chronic enlargement of the tonsils of course

remained. I proceeded now to apply the paste

regularly every other day. In three weeks
the glands had disappeared. Subsequent treat-

ment also relieved him of his catarrh. He has

continued well to this date, and tells me that

he has not felt so well for twenty years.
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Case 11.—Master H., aet. 12, was brought to

me by his father, presenting the usual symp-

toms of enlarged tonsils, viz : Difficult breath-

ing, imperfection of speech, impaired hearing

and snoring at night. Has an attack of quinsy

every few months. Naturally strong and ro-

bust, he is now pale, weak, unwilling to learn

or to play.

The paste was applied to the enlarged glands

as usual. In a few weeks a marked improve-

ment was visible in his hearing, breathing and
apeech. He is entirely restored.

Case 12.—Miss D., a bright little girl of 13

years, was brought to me October, 1868, at the

instance of an uncle of hers, also a physician,

for the purpose of getting relief from enlarged

tonsils, which had already, but loo visibly,

produced all the injurious consequences so

-common in cases of this class.

One of the tonsils was excised with the guil-

lotine, the other, long in shape and deep set,

was removed by the paste. Later the uvula,

much elongated, was also excised. The girl

improved rapidly, and thus far I have not

heard of any relapse.

I shall conclude this recital of cases with the

statement, that in one family I have operated

in two, and in another in three cases, nearly

at one and the same time with perfect success.

The patients were all young
;

girls and boys

between the ages of 10 and 14.

Resume— The extreme prevalence of tonsil-

lary enlargement in our climate, and the many
morbid conditions of the adjacent parts thereby

engendered, as illustrated in the foregoing-

cases, and as might be enlarged upon by many
more, deserve, I think, more than a passing

notice.

What then are the most common efiects

produced by these morbid glands, and what
important functions are embarrassed and often

seriously injured thereby ?

1st. The general health becomes deranged,

and the growth of young persons is thereby

arrested. A single inspection of the enlarged

tonsils will demonstrate that foul secretions

issue from the numberless lacunae with which

the tonsils are covered. Naturally, the food

in its passage from the throat to the stomach

must become impregnated with these foul se-

cretions, and instead of reaching the stomach

in a pure state, becomes an instrument of

disease in that very organ through which it

ought to supply nourishment to the body.

2d. The headache, of which such persons

often complain, though, no doubt, in part due

to the derangement of the stomach, is chiefly

owing to the pressure of the enlarged tonsils

upon the carotid artery, by which the supply
of blood to the brain is diminished, and bodily

and mental development impaired.

3d. The air which the patient breathes is

rendered impure m its passage over the

diseased tonsils into the lungs. There is little,,

if any difference., between this state of things

and living in an unhealthy atmosphere. Im-
pure air must injure the- blood in its passage
through the lungs, and the blood in turn, thus

imperfectly arrested, must become the instru-

ment of carrying the end of disease to every

part of the body.

Again, much injury is done, because in cases

where the size of the tonsils is so considerable

as to approximate together very closely, with

the uvula laying between and above, the aper-

ture for the ingress and egress of the breath is

very small. This condition is aggravated by
the thick, viscid secretion, which exudes from

the glands and seriously interferes with respi-

ration. In such cases suffocation becomes im-

minent, if these diseased tonsils become in-

flamed. Take good care not to mistake such a

condition of things for an affection of the

lungs, for the seat of the hard breathing and
rattling is not m the chest, but in the throat.

During and after the period of first dentition,

many a mother has witnessed such an attack

m her child, but ascribed it to the wrong
source.

In conjunction with this obstructed process

of respiration is found the impediment of swal-

lowing, varying in degree with the size of the

diseased glands and the calibre of the throat.

It may amount from a slight difficulty of swal-

lowing to a degree that every morsel of food

which is swallowed occasions severe dyspnoea,

or may even be followed by momentary, spas-

modic closure of the larynx, during which the

person is in imminent danger of suffocation.

Such persons always breathe with their

mouth open; the nostrils are enlarged, the

alae nasi in constant motion, and peculiarly

erect
;

during sleep they have their eyes

only partiall}' closed, and snore, which is to

be ascribed to the vibrations of the pendulous

palate stretched out upon the tonsils.

4th. This unhealthy state of the throat, that

is, this constant effusion and accumulation of

unhealthy mucus from the diseased glands rea-

ders every person, more or less, liable to ca-
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tarrhal affections, which may, and generally

does, extend to the naso-pharyngeal space

above, and the larynx, trachea and bronchi be-

low. Rarely do they pass through a winter

without an attack of quinsy or inflammation of

the trachea. An irritable condition of the

throat remains, predisposing to bronchial af-

fections, which may return every season with

increased severity. Too much importance can-

not be attached to the fact, that children with

enlarged tonsils incur much greater risks when
they become subject to eruptive fevers, such

as measels and scarlatina, or to those other

dreaded diseases of childhood, croup and

whooping cough, than children whose throats

are in a healthy condition. These facts are

so true and constant, that every physician can

bear testimony to their correctness. And I

have operated on children with throat disease

who had suffered repeatedly from attacks of

croup, in whom these attacks entirely ceased

after the removal of the tonsils.

5th. Persons afflicted in this manner are also

regularly liable to attacks of aphonia, the re-

sult of irritation and relaxation of the vocal

cords. Young ladies are especially subject to

this complaint. When they attempt to con-

verse, but more particularly when they under-

take to sing, this annoyance is very great, as

the voice is always husky.

6th. Another well marked result of enlarged

tonsils, is the deterioration known by the term

of thick speech, which, according to the posi-

tion of the glands in the throat, may be termed

either guttural or nasal. In the former case,

when the glands project from the palatine

arches, and hang down towards the glottis,

the words are mumbled together in a confused
manner, the person cannot be understood at

the usual distance, and we approach involun-

tarily as if to catch the sounds of the voice

which lacks flexibility, expression, and is mo-
notonous. In the latter case, the morbid
growth extending upwards, encroaching upon
the cavities of the naso-pharyngeal space, the

voice becomes nasal ; the individual talks, as

the phrase goes, through the nose^ which, how-
ever, is not the case, as the person cannot

speak through the nose, but lacks that very

essential which gives to the voice its "timbre,"

that is, speaking through the nose as well as

through the mouth.

But the baneful influence of enlarged tonsils

upon the general developement of speech is

most forcibly brought to our mind in the ob-
J

servation of young children just learning to

speak. The mother wonders why the child

learns to talk so slowly
;
why it is that the

little one is often unable to pronounce certain

letters ; the unwillingness of the child to utter

distinctly what it is told to, and the uncon-

scious desire to give vent to other sounds in-

stead. A single glance into the throat of the

child explains the whole difficulty, the cause,

effect and remedy.

Equally true it is, that children who at first

speak properly and distinctly, when enlarged

tonsils make their appearance are gradually

unable to speak intelligibly and perfectly.

The tone of the voice becomes unpleasant,

words are frequently slurred over or only par-

tially pronounced, until it is difficult to under-

stand them.

7th. Enlarged and diseased tonsils give very

often rise to partial or complete deafness by
pressing upon the gultural extremity of the

Eustachian tube, thereby either partially or

completely closing it. Xor is this the only

manner in which enlarged tonsils can affect

the organ of hearing. In consequence of the

constant irritation produced in the throat by
the enlarged glands and the unhealthy mucous
exuded therefrom, the mucous membrane of

the pharynx, nasal passages, eustachian tubes

and cavities of the tympanum, is in a constant

state of inflammation. The patient suffers

from constant colds. Xo sooner is one attack

removed, another follows. This catarrhal in-

flammation, either acute or chronic, wm\h is

constantly observed, is in itself sufficient to

impair the hearing. Examining the opening-

of the Eustachian tube by the rhinoscope , we
often find mucus lodged in the tube. When
this is dislodged the hearing is restored, unless

the membrane of the tube has become thick-

ened by constant irritation and inflammation.

It seems then, after the above exposure of

patent facts, a further justification of operative

proceedings for removing enlarged tonsils,

either by the knife or by the paste, is unneces-
sary. Still, when we speak of removing or
excising the tonsils, a misapprehension exists,

among physicians sometimes, but still oftener
in the mind of the unprofessional public.

Why remove the tonsils ? What were the}'"

put there for if the}' are to no purpose?
Have they not some function to perform in the
animal economy? Let it be well understood,
that the tonsils in a healthy state are never
interfered with. When enlarged, that is dis-

eased, only the enlargement—the diseased part
—is removed, and enough of the gland is always
left for the secretion of mucus.



Nov. 27, 1869.] Communications. 335

THE PRACTICE OF VENESECTION.

By Frederick Horner, Jr.,

Of Virginia.

Under this head is comprehended every ar-

tificial discharge of blood made with a view to

core or prevent disease. A myth of Egyptian
history informs us that it was taught the

ancients by the hippopotamus, which is said

to perform the operation upon himself. On
these occasions he comes out of the river and

strikes his leg against a sharp pointed reed;

as he takes care to direct the stroke against a

vein, the consequence must be a considerable

effusion of blood, and this being suffered to

run as long as the creature thinks proper, he

at last stops up the orifice with mud.

The peculiar effect of blood letting is to di-

minish the quantity of the circulating mass by

the amount abstracted; afterward to lessen,

especially, the proportion of red corpuscles.

The loss of a sufficient quantity of blood will

always produce syncope. The amount requi-

site for this effect varies greatly in different

individuals. In plethora more is required

than in health. When strong determinations

of blood to the brain occur, the bleeding may
often proceed until symptoms of approaching

*yncope appear.

To Dr. Benjamin Rush belongs the credit of

recommending, in this country, the practice of

venesection. In his Inquiries, vol. III., he

*ays :
" I shall long regret the loss of three

patients who might probably have been saved

by bleeding. When the pulse is tense and

full it is indicated ; used early on the first day,

it frequently strangles the disease in its birth,

and generally renders it more light and the

convalescence more speedy and perfect." In

fevers termed congestive, where the powers of

life appear to be depressed, in consequence

of the accumulation of blood in the internal

organs, the abstraction of blood is beneficial.

The presence of the buffr coat in the blood is

regarded as a sign of inflammation, indicating

an undue predominance of fibrin.

A tolerance of venesection is greater in the

male than in the female, greater in adult age

than at either of the extremes, least in the

nervous and greatest in the sanguine tempera-

ment.
Onboard the naval vessel, Jamestown, at

the time at anchor off Buenos Ayres, the

writer was called to visit an officer with symp-
toms of congestion of the brain. After copious

ctepletion had been practiced, the full pulse,

stertorous breathing and loss of consciousness

were relieved. Both epidemic influenza and
variola prevailed in our squadron.

The value of venesection, however, is most
strikingly illustrated in obstetrical practice.

In the Southern States it is common for women
enceinte, to have blood-letting performed once
or twice previous to their accouchement.

Case 1. Mrs. B., in labor. She was a mid-
dle aged lady and very fat; had felt no signs

of quickening for two weeks; after waiting-

twelve hours, the entire night, and resort to

morphine and other remedies, she was bled

copiously and took minim quantities of mix-
ture of ergot. The delivery was soon accom-
plished.

Case 2. This patient had been in labor for

two days and nights. Bleeding was in this

instance resorted to with the like happy re-

sults.

Case 3. A domestic, in whom premature
labor was induced by over-exertion. In order

to relieve the acute suffering which was due to

the violent contraction of the muscles of the

uterus, in vain attempting to expel from its

cavity a dead foetus, copious blood-letting was
practiced. The delivery was prompt, saving

the life of the mother, and furnishing addi-

tional proof of the value of the lancet in cases

where the efforts of nature, medicines, and the

usual manipulations prove unavailing.

In conclusion of this plea for the judicious

use of the lancet to palliate, cure or prevent

disease whose character and origin are well

understood, and also the peculiar constitution

of the patient, no higher authority can be

furnished than Professor J. Forsyth Meigs.

In the Pennsylvania Hospital Reports for

1869, this eminent physician says :

" It has become evident within a very few
years that the profession is disposed to review

its complete condemnation of blood-letting,

and we may well hesitate before we abandon

the use of this powerful agent."

FIVE CASES OF PLACENTA PREVIA.

By H. L. W. Burritt, M. D.,

Of Bridgeport, Ct.

Case 1.—Mrs. B., age 35, German, second

labor, had whooping cough about eighth month
very severe

;
slight hemorrhage half dozen

times before full period, but easily controlled

by vaginal astringents and occasional 10-gr.

doses of Dover's powder, after three hours
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moderate pains, she suddenly passed a great

quantity of ciots, vessel two-thirds full, and
fainted. I saw her a few minutes after and
gave milk freely. Examination disclosed the

placenta covering the os dilated about an inch,

and soft. The hand was gradually introduced,

filling the os and preventing loss of blood, and
the child turned by the feet, brought down in

ten minutes; withdrawing the hand, gentle

traction was used, the head causing a slight

delay; the child was born in 15 minutes, dead,

from the first introduction of the hand. The
after-birth came easily, and the woman, though

with a bleached, bloodless face, made a good
recovery.

Case 2.—Mrs. E., age 30, English woman, of

good health, and stout, was taken in her third

labor with violent pains and free flooding

;

half an hour after the first pain, when I saw
her, os open one inch, rather hard, a tampon
was introduced, and held by the hand firmly

in place
;
pulse being 85, and very weak.

Brandy ^iv, acet. plumbi 3ss, morphia gr.{,

was given immediately. In half an hour the

pressure being great on the tampon, and pains

still severe, and some blood still escaping,

everything was removed, and the fingers dou-

bled together gradually forced through the os,

(which was dilated about an inch, and the pla-

centa on posterior edge,) into the womb. Foe-

tus turned rapidly and feet brought down, and

the child quickly born alive, followed by the

placenta. The os and womb contracted well

,

and the patient, although pulseless and blood-

less almost to appearance, with stimulants and
good diet, recovered well after three weeks

strict confinement lo her bed and close atten-

tion—a life saved, as I think, by sugar of lead

and morphia.

Case 3.—Mrs. M., strong, healthy Irish wo-
man, aged thirty-four, fourth labor, sent for

me three, P. M., said she had seen some show
for twenty-four hours past ; had had a bad

cough for a week, but was not time for a month
yet—os nearly closed, but allowing the finger

to touch the placenta which covered it. Tam-
pon of small pieces of cut sponge covered by

some old calico wa* introduced and well

supported by external means. Acetatis

plumbi, gr. 40 and h gr. of morphia given,

abdomen supported by bandage, and strict

quiet enjoined. Hemorrhage ceased, pulse 80

and full. After two and a half days tampon
being complained of was removed—no hem-

orrhage—alum injections and Dover's powder

at night directed—was on her feet, and about

the house at her usual severe labor, yet kept

up the nightly vaginal astringent, and the

anodyne for three weeks—when her regular

labor ensued. After a few small pains an old

woman in the vicinity introduced (by direction

of the patient who was instructed) a tampon
to check the hemorrhage, which had commen-
ced, and I was summoned ; saw her in an hour,

labor severe, and hemorrhage, despite the plug-

ging, free, and pulse weak. A large dose of

morphia and whiskey given. I introduced the

hand and found the os soft and open about

half an inch; retaining the hand and using the

fingers as a wedge, the uterus was entered,

and the foetus turned by the feet very rapidly;

from the introducing the hand to bringing

down the legs and body, to wedge the os and
prevent bleeding, there was not five minutes of

time. Placenta removed immediately, and
saturated solution of lead and alum injected;

pulse scarcely felt
;
patient looked like death.

Though the stimulants given were rejected, yet

by constant repetition enough was retained to

rally the system, and the patient, under free

doses of quinine and animal diet, was up in a

month and a half.

Case 4.—Mrs. P., strong, healthy woman,
age forty—fourth labor ; saw her about full

time ; sent for on account of hemorrhage ; said

that she had flowed at times quite freely for

six weeks, at intervals of three or four days,

but by using ice water injections into the va-

gina and keeping quiet was right again in a
few hours

;
yet the pale face told a great loss

of blood, and the pulse was ninety and weak

;

examination showed os dilated one inch, blood

passing freely
;
placenta on right side covering

the os. Labor had evidently begun, though

the pains were mere nothing. Hand passed in

form of a wedge, through the os by great force
T

all I could use; child turned by feet and forced

away with placenta, in five minutes or less
;
by

strong traction injections of ice water, with

tinct. ferri chlor., used immediately; woman
was in a dead faint when child was born,

(alive); brandy used freely, with acetate of

lead, from the first ; she rallied in about ten

minutes, and did well.

Case 5.—Mrs. II., stout woman, Irish; in

seventh labor ; rather full habit ; was called at

8 P. M.; found pains moderated by a full dose

of whiskey which she said she had taken to

get a little ease ; no flowing or much pain ; at

10 considerable flowing; examined—found os

dilated about one and a half inches; placenta

|
on the left lateral nearly covering the neck;
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Pt «sed tampon; gave 20 grs. acetate of lead

;

to
,

pulse strong
;
hemorrhage checked and pains

*r Regular but weak. At midnight there was a

W sudden accession of pain and the tampon came
'& away, followed by a sudden gush of blood;

D gave ergot ^ij, in infusion, and instantly passed
i- my finger; found the neck hard, about two

I inches dilated, but the woman would not per-

\ mit me to pass my hand, or turn the foetus as

t I wished ; tried instruments, at her request,

i Ibut the head being very large and the flowing

t so imminent, desisted, and put her in bed with
i head low, (she would not go there before, but

lay on the floor,) and sent for counsel '/gave

strong milk punch and morphia, grs. h
About 2 A. M., having directed her not to be

allowed to stir, and a woman to hold the tam-

pon, and having examined and found the pulse

regular though weak, went on to talk with

-counsel, just come in. A sudden outcry of the

woman, in ten minutes, brought me to the

I

door. They had at her request allowed her to

rise on her feet ; the tampon escaped followed

by a free hemorrhage, and fainting I laid her

on the floor, but she died in five minutes, not
rallying in the least. I should have left the

case on being refused to turn the child—which

would probably have saved her life. Dr. Hub-
bard and others made post mortem, (T was
not present); found a very large child; pla-

centa left lateral and adherent and bloodless
;

uterus natural, otherwise as stated to me.
From the above experience I am led to pre-

fer immediate, forcible dilation of the os and

turning, to bring the foetus by the feet as soon

as possible, thinking even great force safer

than delay in a large proportion of these cases.

As adjuvants in all cases of uterine hemorr.

hage, I prefer the acetate of lead and morphia
in large doses—or in relaxed cases ergot—as

alternate in use. The dilator bag I never have

«sed.

The stringency with which the " Anatomy

act" is enforced in Great Britain has greatly affected

the prosperity of the English medical schools. Not
fcalf enough subjects for dissection can he obtained,

and the students are commencing to move across

the Channel. The doctors call for the repeal of the

act.

Hitherto the Austrian universities have not

admitted Jews as professors. But the disability is

at last removed. Dr. Maunther, an eminent oculist

of the school of Stilwag and Von Graefe, has been

appointed to the chair of opthalmic surgery in the

University of Innsbruck.
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cincinnati academy of medicine.

October 26th, 18G9.

Materia Medica.

Reported by Dr. Hadlock.

Presented by E. B. Stevens, M. D., Chairman.

Quite a number of new medical agents have re-

cently been presented to professional attention, and
are undergoing their ordeal. These have, for the

most part, been presented to the Academy by the

committee on new remedies. And it has therefore

appeared to your committee that some review of the

advantages of peculiar modes of administration of

medicines, rather than any consideration of the prop-

erties of remedies themselves, would be of interest.

Recent researches of Pharmacy have peculiarly-

contributed to the character of our medical agents,

so that while our estimate of the value of the agents

themselves is not changed in their therapeutic prop-

erties or uses, yet a large list of crude and repul-

sive medicines have become elegant and agreeable

for administration. While we congratulate our-

selves upon this improvement in our therapeutic re-

sources, we do not propose at present to repeat de-

tails well known to practical physicians in these re-

spects.

More recently the attention of the profession haa

been directed to the introduction of medicines into

the system by subcutaneous injections, and by the

inhalations of vapors and atomized fluids. It is our

purpose on this occasion to condense from a large

amount of journal and monographic matter what is

the real status of these modes, and what may thus

far be regarded as their peculiar value and applica-

tion.

Inhalations.—In a general way, but not as a re-

liable plan of medication, the influence of vapors

has been resorted to almost from time immemorial,

and although there is a sort of ill defined idea that

inhalations are peculiarly adapted to the local treat-

ment of pulmonary affections, there is no doubt but.

this avenue affords a very important means of effi-

cient constitutional treatment.

Many agents placed in a condition of vapor are

peculiarly fitted for absorption, and therefore for

securing with promptness their most ready and

characteristic effects. Prominent amongst the cOn-

st
:tutional effects are those resulting from the inhal-

ations of medical vapors—vapors of lead, and per-

haps some other well-known articles—from which we

have results both of a pathological and therapeutical

sort. For the most part, however, at present, little

is attempted with this sort of medication beyond

the supposed better management of affections of the

throat and lungs.

Of the agents thus employed, heat alone is im-

Medical
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portant, and especially in the treatment of acute af-

fections, good results follow the inhalation of the

Tapor of hot water, which indeed affords heat aud
moisture at the same time.

In addition to this element, we frequently find it

desirable to incorporate various stimulating and
anodyne agents—thus acute hoarseness or par-
tial aphonia oftentimes readily yield to the inhala-
tion of hot camphorated steam, which is easily ob-
tained by adding a dose of the officinal spirits of
camphor to a close vessel with hot water, and pro-
vision for breathing the escaping steam.
For conditions of the throat and lungs of a more

chronic character other medicated vapors have been
found of value. Some cases of aphonia yield with
readiness to inhalations of chlorine, iodine, etc.

While various irritable states are at least rendered
comfortable by vapors of hyosciamus, conium,
stramonium, etc.

The influence of certain vapors, as nitrate of pot-

ash, over spasmodic asthma is well known, as well
as the control of a variety of spasmodic affections,

probably by various inhalations ; all of which is

noticed now rather to call attention to this special

avenue than for the supposed novelty.

The only interesting modification in the idea of
treating diseases by inhalation consists in the recent
introduction of atomized or nebulized fluids, as a
substitute for vaporized substances. There are no
fresh suggestions in this plan of therapeutics as to
the ends to be accomplished, or the indications to be
met, but the range of medicines is considerably in-
creased, because we more readily atomize substan-
ces than vaporize them. Indeed, all substances ca-

pable of solution may be placed in a state proper for
inhalation by the various and well known contri-

vences of which the atomizing tubes of Seigle consti-

tute the essential feature. The spray thrown off by
these apparatuses is, perhaps, not quite so completely
taken up into the lung structure in the act of respi-

ration, as by the inhalation of vapors—but it is suf-

ficiently so for a variety of important purposes. We
think, however, there is a mistaken disposition to
employ atomized spray and vaporized medicines for
the topical treatment of local diseases, which may
be quite as well if not better treated by other means.
For example local affections of the throat and up-
per portion of the air passages may be reached so
readily and thoroughly by the direct mode, and es-
pecially by the aid of the laryngoscope as to afford
all medical facility of access to such diseased struc-
tures.

Choloroform and other ancesthetics are of course
msually administered by various modes of inhalation,

and some of the most approved of these have had
reference to controlling the amount of the anaes-
thetic presented at any given period.

Dr. Taylor describes a mode employed abroad
which has not, so far as I am aware, been in use in

this country. A mouth piece is adapted to the
tient's face, into which the chloroform is thrown
the form of spray by the ordinary spray produce!
and a continuous jet of this anaesthetic spray is thu
presented for inhalation.

Hypodermic Medication.
Various medicines have for a long time been in

troduced to the system by subcutaneous means||n
Thus croton oil, veratria, and morphia were sever
ally introduced by this process of inoculation. Las
genbeck wrote a paper in 1856 to show the im-

portance of the immediate subcutaneous tissue as to

the mechanism for absorption, and that for purpose*
of a general character the medicines shall be carried

entirely beneath the cutis, and not inoculated merely
into the substance of that tissue.

For this kind of medication the syringe of Dr.
Wood is usually employed,—its structure and mode
of use is well-known and does not need any descrip-

tion proper in this paper.

Advantages.—That which is claimed as well es-

tablished for hypodermic medication, is the rapidity
of effect, increased intensity, greater certainty, and
greater uniformity. To which we may add, under
certain circumstances, greater facility in the admin-
istration of medicines.

Most of these claims we can speak favorably upo%
from personal experience and the accumulation of
published facts. In regard to the uniformity of
action, however, a few cases have come to our knowl-
edge that should seem to put us on our guard.
A very intelligent physician of Zanesville reports k

case where, after the continuous employment of toler-

ated doses of morphia by the hypodermic syringe for
some time, he gave a larger dose with rapidity, re-

sulting in narcotism of an extreme character, requir-
ing great efforts to control.

It is also well to bear in mind that some medi-
cines produce very different effects taken into tJ»
stomach and introduced by the hypodermic syringe,
as croton oil, it is said, does not produce catharsis
when used hypodermically ; this probably simply
illustrates the fact that there is something in the
local action of certain drugs which interferes wkk
their absorption. So that we then fail to secure th«
constitutional effect of the remedy.

Again, it is of great importance for the very rea-

sons embraced in the advantages of thi3 mode of
medication to guard the doses. The effect is rapid—
intense, and these results occur with much smaller
doses than are deemed safe by the stomach. So
that both a smaller dose and a more guarded ad-
ministration is to be observed.

The conditions for which hypodermic medication
is resorted to are various, but originally pain of a
severe obstinate character suggested its employment.
But from relief of various forms of neuralgia, first,

we have come to use it in a large range of affections.

In a case of hiccough, associated with paraplegia, I
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{nployed atropia by hypodermic syrringe, com-
mencing with l-60th of a grain and increasing the

]

f>ae Tip to 1-40 grain with success.

*T
JiTbe Practitioner reports several peculiar cases of

^fterest, treated by hypodermic injections; one a
irmanent contractionof a limb, following articular

leumatism, relieved by atropia in 1-60 gr. doses.

^One, a case of hernia, not yielding, a persistent

xis was speedily reduced after the injection of

Svgrain doses morphia.

Morbid growths not readily accessible to the knife,

usual means of extirpation, have been provoked

absorption by the injection into their substance of

expropriate remedies.

* Prof. Lucre, of Berne, has in this way success-

Uy treated goitre by injections of small doses of

rong tincture of iodine.

1 In chronic cases, hypodermic injections become of

41ue, especially where ordinary medication has fail-

i, and when the stomach, for any reason, rejects

mal remedies—where there is unwillingness or in-

Mlity to take medicines by the stomach, as in

pma, insanity, etc.

5 But from its intensity of action, its occasional dan-

W and the disturbance of the stomach, which is in

iany cases produced, we should not resort to hypo-
arnic injections indiscriminately 01 generally when
ttisfactory effects may be obtained by the usual

lodes, and for these and other manifest reasons the

dministration of medicines by the hypodermic
method should be under the immediate eye of the

btending physician.

This paper was warmly discussed by a number of
»e members of the Academy. Dr. J. A. Murphy
nought, in the use of the hypodermic syringe, there
ras not sufficient attention paid to the pathological

andition present, and that it was often resorted to

'hen there was idiosyncracies, or other conditions

hat did not admit of its use.

He knew of physicians who all the while carried

heir syringe and prepared solutions, and for every

tight pain would out with their syringe and give

aeir patients a hypodermic injection. Not long
ince a lady came to his office from the country,

'ho showed him her arm, which was in a hyper-

•ophied and subacute inflamed condition from con-

!ant and persistent hypodermic injections by her

hysician, for neuralgia of the heart.

He knew of a physician in this city, who, one

lorning, stepped into the office of a business gentle-

lan, when the gentleman (for want of a better

ame; complained of lumbago; the Doctor re-

larked at once, "I can relieve you in half a

linute." So he out with his hypodermic syringe

fid gave the man an injection of morphia; he

ieled ; had a swimming of the head, became nau-
Jated

; began vomiting ; was taken home in a car-

iage, and continued vomiting until 4 o'clock next
aorning. Yet the lumbago remained as before.

So much abuse had been made of this mode o£
medication that hehad almost concluded not to use it

at all, and he never would use it except in old spyhi-

litic cases, where pain made the life of the patient

miserable, or in the climacteric state or condition of
women, where excessive and intolerable neuralgia

pains accompanied the change or revolution takiDg

place.

Dr. W. T. Thornton, with proper care, could not

see any particular danger in the use of the hypo-

dermic syringe ; no doubt charlatans would seek to

make capital out of its use, but that would be

short lived, and the hypodermic syringe would take

its legitimate place in medicine.

At Paris and Vienna they were now injecting bi-

chloride of mercury under the skin, in from 1-16 to

1-32 grain doses for the treatment of syphilis, and
the treatment was proving highly satisfactory.

Dr. H. Smith had used the 1-16 grain of mor-

phia and 1-96 grain of atropia in combination,

with happy effects in hypodermic injections; one
seemed to prepare the other. Yet he had given

four times the quantities per mouth with the same
results, and much more pleasant to himself and
patient.

Dr. Reynolds (of Newport, Ky.,) said, he couM
not understand how morphia injected under the;

skin could have its effects any sooner than when.

taken into the stomach, unless, possibly, the fluids

of the stomach diluted the morphia. In his part

of the country the charlatans were using the hypo-

dermic syringe for their aggrandizement, and he

had no doubt they were doing harm with it.

Dr. C. G. Comegys had used hypodermic injec-

tions of one gr. quinine in low adynamic forms of

fever with good results. In these low forms of dis-

ease, the stomach, like all other parts of the body„

became weak and exhausted, and did not receive or

absorb medicines well, and it was in such cases that

he had used the injections to get the quick, Ml dyn-

amic effects of the medicine.

He had also treated three cases of cholera morbus,

with the injection of j- gr. morphia hypodermically.

In these cases the gravest symptoms of that malady,,

alvine evacuations, great prostration, and cramps,

were present. The patients were relieved in from

five to ten minutes. He did not doubt, from his ex-

perience in these cases, that the hypodermic method

of using morphia in Asiatic Cholera would be suc-

cessful ; that is in stages where medicines could be

of any benefit at all.

He had used these injections in colic, especially

where cramps were present, with happy results, and

in biliary colic in the passage of gall stones. One
of his patients had such an attack three or four times

a year, and he always relieved him in a few minutes

by the hypodermic use of morphia.

He said great care should be taken to keep the-

syringe perfectly clean, and not allow blood to re-
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main and dry about the nozzle ; and that the solu-
tion to be used should be recent, for in one or two
instances where he had kept solutions for some time,
a cryptogamic growth had taken place in the solu-
tion

;
the invisible germs feeding upon the alkaloids

had decomposed it and rendered it unsafe and dan-
gerous for use.

Dr. W. B. Davis made a speech of some length,
in which he argued very forcibly against the habit
«f using this " little

7
' syringe. He thought there was

not sufficient discrimination made in its use, and
from the constant use made of it by some physicians,
he did not know but what they were destined to
earn for themselves the cognomen of the " Little
Squirt," just as fifteen or twenty years ago, when
the big syringe was so much in vogue, Doctors
were represented with a gold-headed cane in one
hand and a large syringe in the other, and denomi-
nated the " Great Squirt."

(Dr. Stevens' report, and the discussion on it,

will appear in full in the Cincinnati Lancet and Ob-
server for November.)
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SESSION OF NOVEMBER 1st, 1869.

Epidemic Dysentery.
The following letter was read to the Academy,

from Dr. S. S. Scobill, of Lebanon, Ohio, giving
a history of the late epidemic of dysentery in that
place :

The first cases occurred about the first of June,
but the disease could not be regarded as epidemic
until a month later, when quite a number of per-
sons were attacked simultaneously. Cases increased
until the first of August, when there began a gradual
decrease till up to the present time, (September 7th,)
the diseases has nearly disappeared from our midst,
yet there are at this time occasional isolated cases.
Lebanon contains a population of about 3,500.

The disease, was confined to one part of the town,
almost exclusively, embracing an area occupied by
about one-third of its inhabitants. From the 10th
of June to the 7th of September one hundred and
twenty-seven persons were attacked and visited by
physicians, besides quite a number of mild cases
that were prescribed for at physicians' offices, which
will not be considered in connection with anything
we may have to say.

There were of the whole number of one hundred
and twenty-seven cases attacked twenty-six deaths,
all children but four; of the whole number fifty-

four were adults. No peculiarity of the type of the
disease was observed, yet there was not as large a
number of malignant cases as is usually seen in

epidemics of dysentery. Malarial influence was
noticeable in a few cases as the season advanced.
And just here I wish to remark that at this time in-

termittent fever prevails to a considerable extent in
'.his part of the country, especially one of " queer
fixture," denominated typho-malarial.

Wo think we recognize the cause or causes whk
produced the epidemic, under consideration, in oi

town
;
but in the absence of material facts, whk

we are trying at this time to collect, we can ss

nothing of the etiology.

The usual treatment was employed, except in tl

treatment of cases where there was considerate
hemorrhage, especially among children, where it b<

came an object of great importance to control. I

these cases, say three years of age, from v to vi

grs. of tannic acid were dissolved in if ss. mucilag
of slippery-elm, to be used as an enema every four
six hours. This, in almost every instance, reduce
the amount of blood in the evacuations and pre
vented their occurring so frequently.

It is not often that the scientific medical man ha m
an opportunity of meeting fairly and squarely th
irregulars, quacks, empirics and charlatans in th
treatment of disease and make the people the judg
of the result, but such was the case in Lebanoi
during the late epidemic of dysentery, and the mim
of him who failed to make a discrimination in favo
of scientific medicine must be obtuse indeed.

Of the twenty-six fatal cases but three died unde
the treatment of regular physicians, which is fivi

per cent, of the cases treated. One died that wa,
not treated by a physician at all. Then, we hav*
twenty-two deaths occurring under the the treatmen,

of irregulars, or about thirty-three per cent, of theij

cases. It will be seen from this data that the irregu
lars treated a small majority of the whole numbei
of cases. Immediately in the country around Leba-
non were a number of cases, approximating to aboul

thirty, a large majority of whom were treated by
regulars. There were eight deaths; one in the

hands of a regular physician and seven in the hands
of irregulars.

Now, taking the town and the county together

there were about one hundred and fifty-seven cases

thirty-four of which proved fatal. Of these thirty-

four fatal cases four were treated by regular physi-

cians, and thirty by another confraternity, and we
are safe in saying that a majority of the whole
number of cases were treated by regular phy-

cians.

As to the relative success (?) of the different

" schools," represented by the irregulars, we have
but a word to say : All parties seem to wear their

laurels with becomiag gravity. We hear but little

rejoicing, none whatever from the representatives of

little pills. With them it is a grave question, for

their works though shrouded in sepulchral mystery
are not unknelled, uncoffined and unknown.

The oldest man in Indiana is Tobias Sluder,

of Evansville, aged 106. Benjamin Scalf, of Miles-

burg, Elkhart county, Lid., will be 106 years old
next May.

1st-
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so up to the time of coming under treatment at the

dispensary. There has been no fit since.

Acute Syphilitic Periostitis.

The following case is reported in the Lancet

:

M. S— , a married woman, aged twenty-eight,

y;ame under treatment on October 19th, with acute

H,
[periostitis. Her history was purely syphilitic; she

Jjiiad " sores and buboes" within a month after her

llmarriage ;
secondary symptoms showed themselves

otin about two months ; she had " eruptions of brown-

ish spots," and sore throat ; her hair came off; she

)(

had pains in all the limbs, and two attacks of irritis.

She said that six months ago her right arm was pain-

ful, and began to swell ; three months later a swell-

ing, accompanied by pain, appeared on the right col-

Ilar-bone. After a time she went to a chemist, who

gave her some pills, under which she got rapidly

j j
worse, her throat, mouth, and gums becoming dread-

fully sore: so she came to the Farringdon Dispen-

sary. Mr. Smith found her profusely salivated, and

the breath very fetid ; the arm very hot, very ten-

der, and much swollen—in fact, acute periostitis,

extending from the lower third of the humerus to

half way down the ulna. At the sternal end of the

clavicle was a node, the size of half a small orange,

hard, hot, and very tender. She said that for nights

she had no rest, owing to the agonising nature of the

pain. She was ordered chlorate-of-potash gargle,

ten grains of Dover's powder at bedtime, and iodide

of potassium. The effect of this treatment was most

marked. She at once obtained a good night's rest,

the salivation speedily subsided, the arm and clavicle

rapidly improved, pain ceasing almost entirely in a

few days, and in ten days nearly all trace of perios-

titis had vanished, scarcely any thickening to be no-

ticed in the arm, while the clavicular node was pain-

less and about half the size.

On November 16th she declared herself " nearly

well." The treatment will, ofcourse, be continued

for a time. At first she took six-grain doses of the

iodide, but in the course of a day or two it was

raised to fifteen grains three times daily. After be-

ing under treatment for a few days, she complained

of having had something like petit mal, and it was

found that twelve years ago she had had very vio-

lent fits of a true epileptic character, but as soon as

menstruation was properly established the fits ceased.

She had no return of them until last June, when,

always preceded for half an hour by giddiness, she

suffered from them two or three times a week, and

A Uterine Polypus Removed with the Aid of

Ergot.

Dr. R. F. Henry, of Princeville, 111., reports this

case in the Chicago Medical Journal:

Mrs. A ,
aged about forty years, married to

her second husband. Had never borne any chil

dren, but at the time above mentioned had some

prominent symptoms of pregnancy. She had

uterine hemorrhage, and was supposed to be_

threatened with an abortion when I was consulted.

An examination of her vagina revealed a dilatable

os tincse, and a tumor within the cavity of the

uterus, very nearly the form and size of a fcetal

head at six or seven months (judging from the part

presenting and within the reach of the fingers.)

Not being satisfied, at this time, as to the nature of

the case, I administered internal styptics, and suc-

ceeded in controlling the hemorrhage for the present,,

and the patient got along very comfortably for seve-

ral weeks; but the hemorrhage returned several

times during the summer, with varied severity, and

finally, in December, 1857, a more violent attack

than usual came on, which did not yield to the ordi-

nary treatment. I then administered ergot in re-

peated doses, which not only controlled the hemor-

rhage immediately, but in a few hours, forced the

tumor through the os externum. It was then

discovered that the tumor was attached to the

fundus, had dragged it down with it, and thus par-

tially inverted the uterus. The tumor was fibrin-

ous, pear-shaped, with a short neck, and thin near

the place where it originated. With the assistance

of my friend, Dr. L. M. Andrews, we placed a liga-

ture around the neck, and removed the tumor with

a knife. The uterus immediately returned to its

natural position. The ligature was withdrawn in a

few days, and the patient recovered without any

serious difficulty. The weight of the tumor was

two and three-fourth ounces.

Umbilical Hemorrhage.

Dr. Jacob T. Davis, of Laconia, Ind., writes to

the Cincinnati Lancet and Observer as follows:

I will, with your permission, report a case of

umbilical hemorrhage that occurred in my practice

a few years since. My attention has been called to

this matter by an able and instructive report of sev-
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^ral hundred cases of the above " terrible and fatal

accident to the newly-born" in that very valuable

journal, The Half-Yearly Compendium of Medical

Science, January, 1869.

Mauriceau is credited with having reported the

first case. Watts, as far back as 1752, alludes to it

in the Gentlemen's Magazine. It seems, from the

tables contained in the report referred to, that the

accident is not very common, as some of the lead-

ing obstetricans in Europe and America are only

•credited as having had two or three cases. Dr. A.

Vogel says it is extremely rare
;
occurring only once

in 10,000 newly-born children.

Case-—Mrs. D., aged 30, was delivered of her

child at eight o'clock A. M., Jan. 2, 1866. Labor

natural. Child well formed and presenting a tole-

rably healthy appearance. Cord ligated in the

usual manner. In a couple of hours after the birth

of the child, the mother and child being both made

comfortable, I left for home, four miles distant, with

instructions to the nurse to inform me of the condi-

tion of both mother and child the following morn-

ing, or sooner, if necessary.

January 3. A messenger came this morning about

10 o'clock, and informed me that Mrs. D.'s child

was bleeding to death. It had been bleeding, he

said, for about two hours before he started for me.

I immediately started for the residence of Mrs. D.,

but before I had reached half the way I was met by

a person who informed me that the child was dead.

Mrs. D., her husband and her nurse, each informed

me that the baby was well in every way, so far as

they could see, until the hemorrhage commenced,

it had been washed and dressed shortly before the

accident occurred, and nothing whatever was dis-

covered to be wrong. It died in about four hours

No autopsy. If I had been apprised of the accident

earlier, I would have endeavored, with the ligature

and styptics, or cautery, to have stopped the flow,

but it was neglected too long. I can not assign any

cause for the accident in this case, except it be the

rather delicate health of Mrs. D. ; but I hardly think

this alone would account for it. The nature and

causes of these terrible accidents will bear further

investigation.

Poisoning by Belladonna.

Dr. Drake, of Ossian, Iowa, sends this case to

the Chicago Medical Journal, which, as the ques-

tion in some minds is still sub judice, we extract

:

The following case may be of interest as it dem-

onstrates, to me at least, the antagonism between

belladonna and opium.

Was called in great haste to see a woman a mile

out of town. I got there as soon as possible and

fouiid the old lady perfectly delirious. Face swol-

len and flushed ;
eyes injected and pupils dilated (o

their fullest extent ; would stagger and fall when

Book Notices. [Vol. xxi.

she attempted to walk ;
tongue swollen and could

not speak audibly ;
pulse small and flickering ; wa»

constantly reaching after imaginary objects in the

air.

My diagnosis was, poison by belladonna.

I inquired if she had been taking anything, when

one of the children said that Dr. Small had been J

there. This Small is a drunken traveling quack,

who is stopping awhile in our town.

I got them to give me the medicine, which made
me sure in my diagnosis. She had vomited just be-

fore I got there, and had taken the medicine, as near

as I could learn, about four hours before. I was

preparing to give an emetic when she vomited agaiu.

I then gave her one-half grain of acetate of morphia,

and repeated it every half hour till the pupil began

to contract, which it did after the third dose. I then

lessened the dose, and continued at langer intervals,

till reason was fully restored, which was about fif-

teen hours after she took the fust dose of morphia.

I called at the drug store and requested to see the

prescription, having the medicine with me. And
here it is, and you can see that one dose contains

about fifteen grains of ext. belladonna

!

R. Muriatis ammonia*, ^iv.
Ex. belladonuae, %\\.

Aq. font., f.jxij. M.
Dose—ij^ twice a day.

I am of the opinion if the old lady had not vomi-

ted freely it would have been all day with her.

Yet I am confident, from watching her closely,

that morphia, in this case at least, produced a deci-

dedly antagonistic effect.

Reviews and Book Notices.

Percussion and Auscultation as Diagnostic Aids.
A manual for Students and Practitioners of med-
icine. By Dr. Carl Hoppe. Translated by S. C.
Lane, M. D. 1 vol. Cloth. 8vo. Pp. 152. Phila-
delphia : J. B. Lippincott & Co. 1869.

This work, published about four years ago in

Germany, found an appreciative reader and transla-

tor in San Francisco, and a publisher in Philadel-

phia. It is a compend of most that is necessary

for the student and the general practitioner to know
on the subject. The title is more extensive than

the contents, as only thoracic auscultation and per-

cussion are treated, and nothing is said of the ap-

plication of these diagnostic aids to other regions of

the body. The author aims at no originality, but

has studied carefully, and reports concisely and

perspicuously the methods employed and approved

by the principal European physicians.

We miss a table of contents and an index. With-

out one or both of these, no scientific work should

now be published. The paper and typography are

of that excellent character which marks the publica-

tions of Messrs. Lippincott & Co.
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8. W. BUTLER, M. D. , D. G. BRINTON, M. D. , Editors.

B^" Medical Society ana Clinical Reports, Notes and

Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,

News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

0^" To insure publication, articles must be practical,

brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.
We particularly value the practical experience of coun-

try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

NOTICE !

!

By reference to the Prospectus in another

column, it will be seen that we have made,

and are making arrangements for communica-

tions from some of the best medical writers,

and most prominent medical men in the coun-

try. We are expending more on the
Literary Department of the Reporter
than was ever before dreamed of in

this country. If the leading Physicians

and Surgeons of America do not write for the

medical journals, as do those of Europe, we
are determined that it shall be no fault
Of OURS. We shall expect

—

and have a right
io expect, a commensurate support.

For new subscribers we make the following

Liberal Offers :

1. To any of our present subscribers who
will send us a new name, a copy of the Phy-
sician's Daily Pocket Record ; and credit

on books, etc., for more than one name, to the

amount of one dollar for each name.

2. New subscribers who remit $5, will be

entered to the end o/*1870. Those who send

in their subscriptions soon, will therefore re-

ceive the Reporter for Fourteen Months
for Five Dollars

!

PORTRAIT OF DR. GROSS.
As a New Year's Present, we propose

to send our subscribers in the issue of the

Medical and Surgical Reporter for Jan-

uary 1st, 1870, a Splendid, First-class, Original

Steel-engraved Portrait of

SAMUEL D. GROSS, M. D.,

Professor of Surgery in the Jefferson Medical

College of this city.

0=*A few Artists' Proofs / the Portrait

wiU be struck off on boards of a size suitable

for framing. Price $1.00 each.

MIXED CLINICAL INSTRUCTION.
In our last we called attention to the serious

pass to which matters have come in medical
education in this city, owing to the determina-

tion of the female students of medicine to be
present at clinical lectures, instituted for and
solely adapted to male students. We feel sure

that those persons who advised and led oa
these young, unmarried women to take thig

step, did so without due consideration, and
with very mistaken notions of the effect it

would have on the professional and on the

public mind. They either now, or soon will,

regret their indiscretion.

It has always seemed to us one of the strong

points urged by those who advocated the study

and practice of medicine by the female sex,

that it would result in sparing many of their

own gender the always disagreeable necessity

of exposing themselves and sacrificing their

modesty to a male physician. This argument
has now, and always has had, considerable

weight. We look upon it as well taken, and
likely to be sustained by a large majority of

non-professional men and women. But do the
advocates of female practitioners not perceive

that they grossly violate their own logic, and
prove false to their own position, when they
insist in theory and practice, that men shall

be exposed naked to women, and not only
this, but even to a mixed company of young
men and women? Is there not far greater
immodesty in young men and women crowding
around a man being operated on, we will say,
for stricture of the urethra, than in a company
of medical students studying the operation of
vesico-vaginal fistula? If it is to be condemned
as immodest that a single physician shall ex-

amine a woman, is it not far more so that a
woman shall examine a man ? Not only this,

but that dozens of young women, not alone,

but in company with an equal number of the

other sex, shall make such examinations?
This is " nature erring from herself."

We have always maintained in this journal

that women ought to have, as a general thing,

a knowledge of the anatomical and physiologi-

cal laws of sex. We are not, and we never
have been, obscurantists. We have alwayg
opposed the idea that medicine is an occult

science, and have no objection to aiding that

woman who wishes to devote her life to the

study and practice of medical science. She
neither unsexes herself, nor loses one jot of the

esteem of sound and sensible men. But if she

expects to attend clinical lectures delivered to
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men, by men, and solely with the intention of

instructing men, she will lose her repute and

forfeit the respect of all.

The managers of the Pennsylvania Hospital

—worthy men, but limited in their understand-

ing of matters of this kind—probably by this

time perceive, that in opening the doors of the

clinics to this promiscuous intermingling of

the sexes, they dealt the severest blow they

could to the very cause they thought to favor.

Let them, if they wish, institute a separate

clinic for female students ; but at least they

should spare the genuine modesty of the male

students and lecturers who have already com-

menced their course.

A card recently issued by the faculty of the

Woman's Medical College, seems to take pro-

per ground in regard to this question of mixed

classes at the clinics, except that it proposes

to deprive the male students of half the bene-

fit that they ought to derive from the hospital

instruction, for which they had already bought

the tickets, without any knowledge that an

embarrassment was going to be thrown in the

way of unreserved clinical teaching. It seems

to us, however, that the theory of this card is

sadly at variance with the practice of the fe-

male students who have, time and again, had

the immodesty to present themselves at clinics

not intended for, and unsuitable to promiscuous

classes of young men and women. Who has

countenanced them in this ?

Why is it that these female students when
given an opportunity to retire from the clinic

room when an operation for perineal section,

or the passage of the catheter in the male, is

about to be performed, not only remain , but

crowd in with the young men for favorable

positions to witness the operations ? Do they

expect to perform these operations? They
have not heretofore professed to do so.

How is this conduct on the part of these

women to be reconciled with the following

language of the card published by the faculty

of the Woman's Medical College ?

" We believe, as we have always done, that

in all special diseases of men and women it is

not fitting or expedient that students of differ-

ent sexes should attend promiscuously; that

all special diseases of men should be treated

by men, in the presence of men only, and those

of women, where it is practicable, by women
in the presence ofwomen only."

" Science is impersonal " say the Faculty of

the Woman's Medical College in their card.

** Religion is impersonal," said the religious

enthusiasts,—a man and two women,—when

having removed every article of clothing from

their persons, they exposed themselves at an
open window in Newark, N. J., a year or two

1

since. The authorities thought differently and
had them arrested and punished. But since the

day when our first parents made themselves
" aprons of fig-leaves " men and women have

not been impersonal, nor will they be while

sin remains in the world. " Doth not even

nature itself teach " that women should pur-

sue their clinical investigations apart from
those of the opposite sex.

So far as this journal is an organ of profes-

sional opinion, it is well known that we have,

ever since this matter of the medical education

of women came up, strenuously advocated

their right to study medicine, and claimed for

them every facility for studying to advantage.

But when they endeavor to force themselves

into improper association with male students

at clinics, they cannot have our support.

It remains for us to notice the spirit in

which this matter has been discussed by a

portion of the newspaper press. We do not;

complain of their rebuking the reprehensible

conduct which the male students are charged

with having been guilty of—albeit, we claim

some extenuation on the score of provocation,

both on the part of the managers of the hos-

pital and of the female students. But the un-

bridled licentiousness to which a portion of

the press has given way in the discussion of

this subject, is matter of the severest repre-

hension. Soured by the excitements of several

recent political campaigns, they have exhibited

a bitterness, rancor, and exceeding unfairness,

that it is humiliating to see in men who pro-

fess to be the representatives of public opinion.

The Inquirer of this city, has been especially

unfair in its comments on this matter—as it

usually is, when it discusses any subject to

which the medical profession is a party. This

characteristic hostility to medical men, and to

the medical interests of Philadelphia, was
further shown, in altering the meaning of , and
emasculating a communication which one of

the editors ofthis journal was requested to pre-

pare for its columns, and which was published

over his own name. The writer would not

have consented to have had it published in its

altered condition.

This unfairness of the press of this city has

misled the press abroad, and the consequence

has been to entirely misrepresent the facts of

the case, and the question at issue. It has

been represented that the hostility manifested
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by the students was against women studying

medicine, whereas it was excited by the neces-

'sary exposure of a male patient before a class

composed of both sexes.

But while, we thus condemn the spirit shown

'I
by a portion of the press, we must except from

]
our strictures the Ledger, Age and Germantown

" Telegraph, and perhaps other papers which

have not fallen under our notice, which have

shown a moderation and fairness that is worthy

of commendation. "We quoted from the Ledger

last week, and close our remarks at this time,

with the following extract from the corres-

pondence ofthat excellent paper, the German-
town Telegraph

:

The female medical students attending the col-

lege in this city having visited the regular clinic at

, the Pennsylvania Hospital at the same time with the
male students, the latter greeted them, on passing
out, with demonstrations of dissatisfaction that have
excited the newspapers. But there are two sides to

this case. These students had the authority of the
medical societies for refusing to receive women into

the profession, formal resolutions to that effect being
upon record. Moreover the presence of women at

the clinics is indisputably an obstacle to satisfactory

demonstrations, as the professors feel a delicacy in
making full explanations, and the patients refuse to

have their persons exposed before a mixed audience.
While I remain in favor of all proper facilities for

female education, I am very decidedly opposed to

such mixture of the sexes as this. There is a wo-
man's hospital attached to the Female Medical Col-
lege. The case is not one to be settled by mere
newspaper bluster

Notes and Comments.

Bemonstrance Against Mixed Clinics.

A meeting was convened on the 15th inst., at the

University of Pennsylvania, to consider the subject

of clinical instruction to mixed classes of male and
I female students of medicine.

At this meeting the following remonstrance was

unanimously adopted and signed by the Faculties

of the University of Pennsylvania, of Jefferson Med-

ical College, by the Medical Staffs of various Hos-

pitals of Philadelphia, and by the members of the

profession at large :

REMONSTRANCE.
The undersigned, Professors in the University of

Pennsylvania, Professors in Jefferson Medical Col-

lege, members of the medical staffs of various hos-

pitals of Philadelphia, and members of the medical

profession in Philadelphia at large, out of respect

for their profession, and for the interests of the pub-

lic, do feel it to be their duty at the present time to

expi e .« their convictions upon the subject of clinical

instruction to mixed classes of male and female stu-

dents of medicine.

Tbey are induced to present their views upon this

question, which is of so grave importance to medical
education, from the fact that it is misunderstood by
the public, and because an attempt is now being
made to force it before ti e community in a shape
Which they conceive to be injurious to the progress
of medical science, and' to the efficiency of clinical
teaching.

They have no hesitation in declaring that their
deliberate conviction is adverse co conducting clinic
cal instruction in the presence of students of both
sexes.

The judgment that has been arrived at is based
upon the following considerations

:

I. Clinical instruction in practical medicine de-
mands an examination ©f all the organs and parts
of the body, as far as practicable; hence, personal
exposure becomes for this purpose often a matter of
absolute necessity. It cannot be assumed, by any
right-minded person, that male patients should be
subjected to mspection before a class of females, al-
though this inspection may, without impropriety, be
submitted to before those of their own sex.

t

A thorough investigation, as well as demonstra-
tion, in these cases—so necessary to render instruc-
tion complete and effective—is, by a mixed audi-
ence, precluded, while the clinical lecturer is re-
strained and embarrassed in his inquiries, and must
therefore, fall short in the conclusions which he'
may draw, and in the instructions which he may
communicate.

II. In many operations upon male patients, ex-
posure of the body is inevitable, and demonstrations
must be made which are unfitted for the observa-
tion of students of the opposite sex. These exposi-
tions, when made under the eye of such a con-
joined assemblage, are shocking to the sense of de-
cency, and entail the risk of unmanning the surgeon
—of distracting his mind, and endangering the life
of his patient. Besides this a large class of surgical
diseases of the male is of so delicate a nature as
altogether to forbid inspection by female students.
Yet a complete understanding of this particular
class of diseases is of pre-eminent importance to
the community. Moreover, such affections can be
thoroughly studied only in the clinics of the large
cities, and the opportunity for studying them, so far
from being curtailed, should be extended 'to the
utmost possible degree.

To those who are familiar with such cases as are
here alluded to, it is inconceivable that females
should ever be called to their treatment.

III. By the joint participation, on the part of
male and female students, in the instruction and in
the demonstrations which properly belong to the
clinical lecture-room, the barrier of respect is broken
down, and that high estimation of womanly quali-
ties, which should always be sustained and cherished
and which has its origin in domestic and social as-
sociations, is lost, by an inevitable and positive de-
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moralization of the individuals concerned, thereby

entailing most serious detriment to the morals of

society.

In view of the above considerations, the under-

signed do earnestly and.solemnly protest against the

admixture of the sexes at clinical instruction, in

medicine and surgery, and do respectfully lay these

views before the Boards of Managers of the hospi-

tals in Philadelphia.

November 15, 1869.

Physicians as Dispensers of Medicines.

A. correspondent from Virginia writes to us

:

I am glad to notice the remarks of Dr. Leaven-
woeth, on page 255 of the Reporter. I dispense

the greater part of my own medicines—concen-

trated medicines, obtained from the manufacturing

chemists of reputation.

I once presented a prescription at an apparently

respectable drug store, on one of the avenues in

New York. One of the clerks said to the other in

German, " put that poor stuff,"—referring to tinct.

opii camph. ,—"on the upper shelf, into his pre-

scription, he wont know the difference." He com-

mitted the mistake of supposing that only he and

his fellow clerk understood German.

I frightened the clerk somewhat by threatening

to prosecute him.

Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.

Intemperance as a Diseaao.

Eds. Med. and Surg. Reporter :

The criticism in the last number of your journal

on the report of the Committee of the State Medi-

cal Society, on intemperance as a disease, impresses

me as being unfair, and if you will allow me I will

tell you and your readers why :

You say that the committee have reported in favor

of moderate drinking, because there is a natural

tendency in men to use intoxicants, and that it is,

therefore, right to use them. Here you commit an

error. You must have read the report very care-

lessly to have reached such a conclusion. The re-

port refers to constitutional tendencies in mankind

to the use of exhilarating beverages, etc., as it might

have spoken of constitutional tendencies in men to

rheumatism or consumption, but it nowhere speaks

of this tendency as being natural to a state of per-

fect health. It enumerated coffee, tobacco, cider,

wine, etc., as among the means of exhilaration

which men seek, as well as of the more dangerous

drugs which are produced from the growth of the

fields, and used by all nations, but it do3s not say

that people, on that account, must use them. It

does say that " nature, human experience, our own

observations, and the moral law prescribe the limit

—

moderation—beyond which suffering is the result."

Moderation in the use of tea, coffee, tobacco, beert

cider, wine, etc., when used at all, is what the re-

port teaches, but it goes on to say further, that*

"In view of the wide spread evils, resulting from

the careless and indiscriminate use of such bevera-

ges, it seems to be the province of the medical pro-

fession to recommend only the common use of such

as experience has proved to be safe, and abstinence

from those known to be injurious." Not moderate

use but abstinence.

The committee did not feel prepared to issue our

edict, that all mankind should abstain from exhila-

rants, because they had no right to interfere with the

judgment of mankind in these matters unasked, and
because if they had, it would have been a spechnea

of annoyance which would have deserved the con-

tempt of the world. They, therefore, confined

themselves to a simple statement of the fact that the

use of intoxicants is limited to no country, clime or

people, and that " suffering is the result" of excess

in such use. They advise charity and forbearance,

rather than abuse and ridicule in the treatment of

inebriates, and urge upon physicians to cultivate a

confidential relation toward patients who are thus

afflicted.

It sets forth the terrible responsibility of physi-

cians in this matter, representing them as the only

persons who are authorized to prescribe and direct

the use of such articles, and presses " a caution in

the administration of intoxicants to persons in whom
the tendency to excess in their use is apparent." It

deplores the fact, that temperance organizations

have failed to accomplish all the good their friends

have intended, but enters into no controversy with

them, nor does it describe it, or doubt the sincerity

or earnestness of their efforts.

The Committee of the Medical Society of Penn-

sylvania, to whom this matter was duly intrusted,

considered the subject seriously, and matured their

report with much deliberation. They did not ex-

pect it to be approved by those who can only see ia

the drunkard a degraded criminal, and recognize n»

remedy for his condition, but reproach and punish-

ment. They are willing, however, to trust it to the

medical profession, with full confidence that it will

receive from most of our journalists a fair criticism,

and from the profession at large thoughtful perusal.

Yours truly,

Joseph Parrish, M. D.,

Chairman of Commitee.

[We regret that the report made the impression

it did on our minds, but we have seen others on
whom it made the same impression, and an excel-

lent newspaper of Pittsburgh, (the Commercial,}

contained sometime since a lengthy review of the re-

port founded on the same view.

—

Eds. Med. &
Surg. Rep.]
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Chorea—Its Treatment.

Eds. Med. and Surg. Reporter : In the Re-

porter for this week, Oct. 30th, 1869, page 268, in

Speaking of Dr. Harley's valuable experiments on

the use of Hemlock in Chorea, you use this lan-

guage : " if his labors have done anything to benefit

medicine in this direction, it is in showing that in

the use of Conium we have a remedy for a disease

—

Chorea, or St. Vitus' dance, which has hitherto

baffled every effort of the physician." The italics

are my own.

Do you mean that prior to the discovery, by Dr.

Harley, of the value of Hemlock in Chorea, that

" every effort" to treat the disease was a failure ?

That aside from Hemlock we have no other eflective

remedy?

If you do, I reckon that many of the readers of

your valuable journal will take issue with you.

Your expression is strongly in contrast with an ex-

pression once made, and repeated with emphasis by

the late Dr. Valentine Mott. At one of his clinics

in the winter of 1857-58, he presented to the class a

very aggravated case of Chorea. In speaking of the

disease and its treatment he made this somewhat
remarkable expression : " In an experience of forty

years, in all cases of chorea, from the mildest to the

severest, I have never failed to cure chorea, by the

faithful use of Fowler's Solution."

I have, in an experience of over eleven years, only

had occasion to treat ten or twelve cases of chorea.

In every case I have used Fowler's Solution in

doses to suit the age and condition of the patient,

and in no instance was there a failure to cure. I

know this is but a limited experience, but still it

shows some success, and that the disease has not
41 baffled every effort of the physician." Let me in-

stance a couple of cases.

Case 1. Was called in 1863 to see Mrs. M. She

was in about the fourth month of her first pregnancy.

She had been affected with chorea more or less for a

month. Was, when I saw her, unable to help her-

self at the table, to wash dishes, or to do any ordi-

nary housework. I gave her five drops of Fowler's

Solution, after meals, and in two weeks time she

was entirely well; and at the proper time she gave

birth to a healthy and well developed female child.

Case 2. About three weeks after the birth of the

child just alluded to, I was called to see it. Had

chorea well marked—a case of hereditary nervous

disease. My prognosis in such a case, even with the

Fowler's Solution, was not very encouraging. Put

it, however, upon the arsenic, and it was very soon

cured. It is now over six years old—is hearty and

without any symptoms of the disease.

It occurs to me, if I recollect aright, that during

the present year you recommended in your " Re-

plies." in the Reporter, in very strong terms the

Cimicifuga (Black Cohosh) as having been very

successful in your hands in the treatment of the dis-

ease in question.
My friend, and former partner, Dr. C. L. Cham-

bers, of this place, speaks highly of the value of the

Cohosh
;
says his experience in its use has given

great satisfaction. Others have found the Sulphate

of Zinc answers well.

Can it be true, therefore, that St. Vitus' dance is

a disease which, without couium, has " baffled every

e Tort of the physician ?"

Josiah F. Kennedy, M. D.
Tipton, Iowa
[We are far from ignoring the occasional value of

arsenic in chorea, and we are equally far from re-

garding it with the same confidence as Dr. Mott,

and Dr. Kennedy. We have used it persistently,

boldly, and faithfully, without any favorable effect

in some cases we have treated. We have also known
several, and one very remarkable case, in which it

succeeded perfectly. But has any remedy ever been
tried in chorea of which this may not be said ? The
disease is a puzzle, and the variety of opinion as to

its treatment alluded to by our correspondent seems

to prove the correctness of the expression we used.

—Eds.]

News and Miscellany.

The Onandaga Statue.

Mr. Palmer, the sculptor, has visited the " Giant"

at Syracuse. He was accompanied by Mr. Brown,

the sculptor of Newburgh, and Prof. Armsby of the

Albany Medical College. They will probably pub-

lish a report of their examination. A reporter of

The Syracuse Journal gathers the following opinions

from these gentlemen as they were conversing on

the subject: Dr. Armsby pronounced the statue, in

its anatomy, a perfect model of a human body. Mr.

Palmer and Mr. Brown said there are tool marks on
the chest and legs, that the implements used were

not stone or flint, but sculptor's tools of steel. These

marks are exceedingly fresh where the legs are con-

nected. The minute punctures, which have im-

pressed many spectators with the belief that they

were the papillae of the human body, Mr. Palmer

imputed to some chemical action of the soil. Both

sculptors pronounced it a most extraordinary work

of art, and the artist a great genius.

3Tossil Remains.

A skull of immense proportions with horns at-

tached was recently discovered on the Merced Riverr
in Mariposa county, California. The horns are

round, smooth, symmetrical, hollow at the base, and

permanent. The teeth are eight on each side, but

united, constituting a solid row. The first five are

rather sharply serrated, and the last three molars

are considerably flattened for grinding. The head
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and horns weigh together 320 pounds. The horns

measure five feet four inches in length, and 28 inches

in circumference.

Three interesting fossils have recently been found

in the township of Seymour,* Canada. The first is

apparently a petrified human head, which shows

the tongue, eye-balls, and muscles of the face, the

head having the reddish-brown appearance of an

ore of iron.' The other relics are the foot and leg

of a young girl, about ten years old, and a section

of meat from the side of an ox, showing three ribs.

A materialist surgeon of Paris lately showed to

one of his friends one of his instruments, the handle

of which was carved in bone. " Do you know," he

asked, " of what this handle is made ?" " Of ivory,

I suppose." "No," said the doctor, while tears

almost choaked his voice, " it is the thigh-bone of

my poor aunt."

Apparatus for Spirit-rappers.

W. G. Faulkner, philosophical instrument maker

in London, has written a letter to the Standard, in

which he states that, for many years, he has made

large sales of magnets and batteries, contrived to

be hid under the floor, or in the cupboards, or

under or in the center of the support of tables, and

the like. In connection with these he has supplied

large quantities of prepared wire, to be placed under

the carpet, or behind the wainscot, or in other

places of concealment. All these, he has no doubt,

have been used for the purpose of " spirit-rapping."

He has also been employed to make magnets and

batteries expressly for the pocket, which, of course,

can be made to rap in any part of the room ; also

drums and bells which will beat and ring at com-

mand.

Hydrogenium.
The Chemical Section of the Lyceum of Natural

ITistory met recently atNo. 58 Madison avenue, New
York, and listened to the reading of the following pa-

pers : On the Action of Sunlight on the Salts of Urani-

um, by Dr. H. C. Bolton ; on Hydrogenium, by Dr. A.

R. Gallatin; and a Preliminary Note on the Study

and Classification of Carbon and the Carbo-Hydro.

gen Minerals, by Prof. Henry Wurtz. All of the

papers were of interest and importance, and com-

manded full attention. Dr. Bolton showed how

several of the salts of uranium might be used in-

stead of the salts of silver in taking photographic

pictures, of which he exhibited several of various

colors, different tints being produced by different

salts employed as developers. Dr. Gallatin had

studied under the celebrated Dr. Graham, of Lon-

don, and participated in the ardor of that great

chemist to establish the truth of the hypothesis that

hydrogen Is a metal. He treated the subject in a

very clear an d interesting manner. Between twenty

and thirty persons were present, Prof. Newberry

occupying the chair. The meetings are deserving

of a fuller attendance.

Can this be so ?

We cut the following item from the New York
Tribune. If the facts are as represented, it is dis-

graceful, and the perpetrator of such an outrage

should be disowned by the profession.

Several years ago a gentleman from Boston be-

came acquainted with and married a young lady

from Hartland, Me. It has been the custom of the

wife to visit her parents every summer, and while

on her visit last summer was taken ill and died.

The husband was in Buffalo, N ew York, on busi-

ness, and upon receiving a letter from his wife that

she was quite sick, started immediately for Hart-

land, but his wife had died the day before his arri-

val. Early the next day the physician called for his

pay. The husband, who had suddenly left home,

was not prepared for such an emergency, but told

the physician that he would pay his bill immediately

upon his arrival in Boston. At Waterville a sheriff

entered the cars and arrested him, by order of the

doctor, for the small bill he had against him.

Through the aid of some friends, who chanced to be

near, the matter was adjusted, and the husband

went upon his way, but probably not with a very

exalted idea of Hartland doctors.

The Medico-Legal Society of New York.

At the regular monthly meeting of the Medico-

Legal Society of New York, held on the evening

of the 11th inst. at the College of Physicians,

Dr. Finnell exhibited the heart of a woman,
lately deceased, that was a complete mass of fatty

substance. The muscular fibers of the heart had

entirely disappeared, thereby interfering with the

healthy action, of that organ. The woman died

from over-excitement at a religious meeting, but any

other unusual occurrence might have had the same

effect. Dr. Rogers said that if the woman had been

turned with her head down, it would in all proba-

bility have saved her life. The legal interest cen-

tering m this case lay in its being so similar to the

frequent cases of mysterious death arising from

slight assaults and slighter injuries, and in most of

these cases death would be proved to have taken

place, not so much from violence, as from heart

disease. Wm. Schrady read a paper on " The Law
in reference to Suicide and Intemperance in Life

Insurance." It was hardly more than a citing of

the English and American cases on the subject.

The English cases did not agree with some of the

New York cases and Massachusetts decisions, the

English Courts giving a much more strict interpre-

tation to the clauses of the insurance policy than

the American tribunals appear to do. In a case in
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^ i the New York Courts turning on the point of acci-

S dent or suicide, the Court overruled questions in

\regard to the Atheistic tendency of the deceased,

the Company having attempted to prove suicide on

that ground.

k ;

~ An Ingenious Method for Drying Vegetable

p
and Animal Substances.

A method recently adopted for drying vegeta-

ble and animal substances, consists in filling a vessel

I

half full with fused chloride of calcium, pouring

j
ether upon it, and then placing above it a vessel con-

j

taining the material to be dried. The vessel is placed

upon a glass plate, and over this a bell-glass, fitting

completely to its surface. The chloride of calcium

abstracts the moisture from the ether, which then

constantly takes away a new quantity from the sub-

stance in the vessel above, until it is quite dry. Ar-

ticles dried in this manner have quite a different ap-

pearance from those from which the moisture is re-

moved by the ordinary process, vegetables retaining

their natural color, and animal substances their elas-

ticity and flexibility.

A Valuable Cement.

Glycerine and
o
litharge, mixed into a paste, fur-

nish an extremely firm cement for iron and stone,

as well as fastening iron to iron, and is said to be

particularly adapted to fixing iron to stone, as for

railways, etc. The material hardens very quickly,

and must, therefore, be used at once. It is insoluble

in water, and only attacked by concentrated acids.

Articles joined with it can be used in a very few

hours afterwards. Sandstone blocks, joined by this

cement, have broken in a fresh fracture, rather than

at the point of the union of the original surfaces.

Very dry litharge does not form so good a cement

as that which has absorbed a considerable amount

of water. Only the purest material Is to be used.

Benefits of Vaccination.

Previous to the introduction of vaccination the

annual death rate from small-pox was 3000 to the

million, which has been gradually reduced in

Europe, in proportion to its being made compulsory;

and last year the rate was only 202 to the million.

Bequest to the German Hospital.

John Klingler, a German, who has no relatives in

this country, died recently in this city, and in his

will, which was admitted to probate, bequeathed

his property to the German Hospital. His estate

s valued at about $800.

Sugar beet cultivation has been commenced in

California on an extensive scale, and experienced

workmen and the best machinery for making sugar,

liave been imported into the country from France.

The College Courant says: "Albert Smith,

M. D., of Petersboro', N. H., Professor of Materia

Medica and Therapeutics in Dartmouth College,

contemplates resigning at the close of the present

term. He is now giving his last course of lectures.

He has filled the chair for fifteen years. Dr. Smith
graduated at Darmtouth College in 1825 and in the

medical department in 1833. His professional repu-

tation is a high one, and his place will be difficult to

supply."

Dr. Jetur R. Biggs, a prominent physician of

Paterson, N. J., and formerly member of Congress

from the Fourth District of New Jersey, died Nov.
5th, at Drakes ville, Sussex county. He was elected

State Senator from Passaic county on a Whig and

Independent Democratic ticket in 1855; and to

Congress in 1858 on an Anti-Lecompton ticket, over

John Huyler, Democrat. He will be buried at

Drakesville.

Medical Anecdote.—The late Dr. Jenner
having discontinued his professional visits to a patient

on account of her improved condition, sent a couple

of ducks to the mother of the convalescent lady,

accompanying the present with the following note :

" I've despatched, my dear madam, this scrap of a letter
To say that Miss Lucy is very much better,
A regular doctor no longer she lacks,
And therefore I've sent her a couple of ' quacks.' "

The lady addressed returned thanks with this

:

" Yes, 'twas polite, truly, my very good friend,
Thus ' a couple of quacks' to your patient to send

;

Since there's nothing so likely as ' quacks,' it is plain,
To make work for a 4 regular doctor' again.

Army and Navy News.

The Staff and the Line-

It is stated that the Secretary of the Navy has de-

termined to make a thorough investigation of the

existing differences between the officers of the line

and the staff in the Navy, so that in the forthcoming

annual report he will be able to present to Congress

the views of an unprejudiced person on the subject.

Accordingly, a board consisting of six Naval offi-

cers, selected from the chief of the bureaus in the

Navy Department, was appointed and authorized to

examine into the questions at issue, and report to

Mr. Robeson. The board will be composed of the

following persons : Commodore Melancthon Smith,

Chief of the Bureau of Equipment and Recruiting

Commodore ; James Alden, Chief of the Bureau of

Navigation; Commodore A. L. Chase, Chief of the

Bureau of Ordnance; Captain Daniel Ammen,
Chief of the Bureau of Yards and Docks ; Chief

Engineer James W. King, Chief of the Bureau of

Steam Engineering; and Surgeon Win. Maxwell

Wood, Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Sur-

gery. The Board will convene immediately.
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OBITUARY.
I

Nbcrological Notice oe Joseph R. Goad, M. D.,

1829-1868.

The subject of this notice was born in Lebanon, Pa.,

December 4th, 1829. His father, the venerable P. Coad,

was for many years a professor in one of our institutions,

and lectured on the sciences. His maternal grandfather

was the late Matthias J. O' Conway, formerly a professor

of languages.

It would appear that the healing art was a favorite pur-

suit in his family, inasmuch as four of his uncles were

physicians, and it is said that even in early life he evinced

a decided taste for anatomical knowledge.

The " art preservative of all arts " was selected as his

vocation, though even while at the printer's case he em-
braced every opportunity to acquire knowledge on sub-

jects connected with medicine. "When the cholera raged

epidemically in Philadelphia, in the summer of 1849, he

attached himself to the Southwark Hospital, and re-

mained at his post day and night, assiduously laboring to

assuage the anguish of those who became inmates of that

institution, and materially aided the attending physicians,

Drs. D. F. Condie and M. W. Dickeson, who were then on
duty at that post.

Soon after this he commenced to attend the lectures at

Jefferson Medical College, though he did not graduate
until the year 1856.

In 1849 he accompanied his fathor in a tour through the

west, and an epidemic of erysipelas having broken out in

a portion of Ohio, the physicians invited him to aid them
in attending the cases, and inducements were held out to

him to remain and practice medicine there. His affection

for his native State, and particularly for Philadelphia,
caused him to decline these flattering offers, and he
shortly returned to Philadelphia.

In March, 1856, the Jefferson Medical College granted
him the degree of Doctor of Medicine, from which time
until his death he labored faithfully in his profession.

The same feeling which actuated his grandfather, as a
member of Zeigler's regiment in the Indian War, and his

ancles (one of whom acted as surgeon in the war of 1812,

and was present at the battle of New Orleans, while
another died in defending the cause of liberty in South
America), also prompted him to respond to a call of the
Surgeon General, and in September, 1862, he accompa-
nied a number of physicians to Hagerstown, and devoted
himself to the care of the sick and wounded. It is said,

that on the approach of the rebels, Drs. Coad and Geo.
W. Nebinger were the only ones who remained at their

posts, though in hourly expectation of being made pris-

oners.

Dr. Coad was for many years a member of the Board
of Health of Philadelphia, and in July, 1857, was elected

its President, following the late Dr. Wilson Jewell in that
office.

He became a member of the County Medical Society on
October 17th, 1860, and was selected as a delegate to rep-
resent it in the Medical Society of the State of Pennsyl-
vania in the year 1865, at its session held at Altoona, and
also the American Medical Association, at its session of
the same year held in the city of Boston. At his death,
he was borne on the rolls of both these societies as a per-
manent member.

He died in March, 1868, of typhoid fever, leaving a wife

and four little ones to mourn their great bereavement
From tJut Trans. Med. Soc. of Penn'a—by request.

[Notices inserted in this column gratis, and are solicited

from all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tions of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to a line.] .

MARRIED.

George—Howei ls.—On the 11th inst., at the residence
of the bride's parents, Hamilton, Ohio, by the Rev. John
Goddard, Mr. Zachary T. George, of Cincinnati, and Miss
Myrtie R., daughter of Dr. H. C. Howells.

Knight—Maelatt—Near New Hampton, N. J., on
the 3d inst., by the Rev. John B. Kugler, M. D. Knight,
M. D.. of Little York, N. J., and Mary A., only daughter
of Paul Marlatt, Esq.

Newbold—Patterson On the 11th inst., at the
Church of the Saviour. West Philadelphia, bv the Rev.
Stephen H. Tyng. D. D., Thomas M. Newbold and Miss.
Carrie B., daughter of the late Henry S. Paterson, M. D.,'
both of this city.

Noonan—Thomas On the 9th inst., bv Rev. Dr. John
Foley, of St. Martin's Church, Baltimore, Dr. F. H.
Noonan, of Covington. Ky., and Fanny, daughter of L.
M. Thomas, Esq., of Frederick City, Maryland.

Scott—Reeves.—On the 10th inst.
, by the Rev. John

Scott, D. D., William A. Scott and Jessie, daughter of
Dr. W. H. Reeves, all of Clarke county, Ohio.

Wright—Koogler—On the 4th inst., at the residence
of Dr. Koogler, by the Rev. A. Parker, Mr. Curtis Wright
and Miss Nira Koogjer, both of Connersville, Indiana.

Gast—Bechtle At the house of the bride's father,
John A. Bechtel, Esq., by his Honor the Mavor, Dr. J.
R. Gast and MissMollie M. Bechtle, both of Philadelpha,
No cards.

Greenleae—Atkinson.—On the 11th inst., at the
residence of the bride's mother, by the Rev. M. Allison,
Dr. R. P. Greenleaf, of Wilmington, Del., to Miss L. E.
Atkinson, of Thompsontown, Juniata county, Pa.

Metzgar—Lloyd—On Thursday evening, 28th nit.,

at the Presbyterian Church, by the Rev. D. Harbinson,
L. R. Metzgar. M. D., of Pittsburg, and Miss Jennie M.
Lloyd, of Salem |xj Roads, Pa.

DIED.

Clark.—At his residence, in Lower Merion, Mont-
gomery county, Pa., on the 12th inst., Jonathan Clark,
M. D.

Cutler.—At Oglethorpe Barracks, Savannah, Ga., on
the 2d inst., Brevet Major William Clarendon Ouyler.
United States Army, Lieutenant Third Artillery, son of
General John M. Cuyler, Surgeon United States Army,
and grandson of the late Mr. Justice Wayne, of the
United States Supreme Court.

Rice.—At Patchogue, L. I., on the 12th inst., after a
brief illness, Oliver W. Rice, M. D.

Woodhull.—On the 18th inst., in Camden, N. J., John
T. Woodhull, M. D., in the 84th year of his age.

METEOROLOGY.
NOV. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14.

Wind

Weather,
j

DepthRain

W.
Clear

N . W.
Clear

w.
Clear

W. N.W.
Clear Clear

j

S. W.
Cl'dy

N.E.
Cl'dy

Thf.rmftm. . ..

Minimum..
At 8, A M.
At 12. M...
At 3, P. M.

32
41
40
33.50

23°

35
43
45
36.75

23°

38
45
45
37.75

24° 25°
35 37
46 46
46 45
37.75 38.25

25°
35
45
40
3625

28°

30
3T
36
32.75

Barometer.

.

At 12, M... 29.9 30. 30. 30.1 30.1 30.1 30.1

Germantovm, Pa. B. J. Leedom.

WY. 3
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OBSERVATIONS OX THE EFFECTS OF I

ELECTRIC CURRENTS UPON THE
LIVING TISSUES, AND UPON

NUTRITION.

By M. M. Legros et Onimus.*

Translated by J. Sows Cohek, M. D., of Philadelphia.

CHAPTER I.

Electric currents in traversing living tissues

act in two distinct manners. They provoke,

00 the one hand, changes due to the proper-

ties of the electric currents themselves ; and

on the other hand, they act indirectly by put-

ting into play the inherent properties of the

tissues which they traverse. The first action

is purely physical, and is the result of the pas-

sage of electricity in any body whatsoever.

"Without entering into a discussion of the

nature of electric phenomena, or examining

whether electricity be a form of movement of

ether, we may, however, announce that the

passage of electricity in a conducting body

produces a molecular change in that body,

which acquires new properties under this in-

fluence. If the body traversed is simple, a

metal for example, the phenomena consecu-

tive to the passage of- the electricity are

purely physical. If the body, on the contrary,

is compound, the result is more complex; the

molecular change determined by the passage

of the electricity produces, at the same time,

decompositions, or new combinations, and

thus chemical phenomena become added to

those which are physical. In living tissues,

which possess an inherent activity, the influ-

ence of electric currents is still more compli-

cated ; for not only do the physical and chemi-

cal changes occur, but the normal play of the

organic molecules undergoes modification.

* Robin's Journal de Vanatomie et de la physiologie normales

«4 pathologiques. No. 5. Sept. and Oct. 1869.

We believe it will be useful to study these

different actions separately, in order to deter-

mine, in the phenomena which accompany the

passage of electric currents in living tissues,

those which pertain to the electric currents

themselves, and those which result from the

excitation which the tissues undergo.

PHYSICAL EFFECTS.
i.

The physical phenomena of electricity are,

light, heat, and the non-magnetic mechanical

transportation of bodies.

In traversing living tissues, electricity does

not produce any phenomena of light, and this

is so evident from physical laws that it would
be useless to dwell upon the point.

Electric light has, however, some applica-

tions in medicine. Dr. Milliot has endeav-

ored to employ it to illumine, so to speak,

the interior of the body. His researches are

not yet complete ; but under certain conditions,

as we have seen for ourselves, this procedure

enables us to distinguish some certain forms

of internal organs.

His apparatus consists of a thick glass tube,

in which are enclosed the two poles of a

powerful pile. He introduces this glass tube

within the natural openings of the body—in

the rectum for example—and the apparatus

once in position the current is established, and

a vivid light produced. In favorable cases

we can thus perceive the position and form of

certain organs, such as the womb, intestines,

etc.

Dr. Milliot has also employed the electric

light to illumine those regions which are ordi-

narily examinedby the aid ofspecula. In the ex-
amination of the deeper portions of the throat

and the larynx, this light offers great advant-

ages, and will prove of considerable utility to

physicians.

35*
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ii.

It produces a disengagement of heat in any
conductor, which, in transmitting a current,

presents some resistance to its passage. Liv-

ing tissues, being poor conductors, pertain nat-

urally to this category. We have essayed to

prove these effects, and we had at first em-
ployed a thermo-electric apparatus for this

study. We had hoped from our first efforts

to have procured results sufiiciently marked,

but we soon recognized that we were in error

;

for the deviations of the needle of the galvan-

ometer were due to the electric currents, and

not to the changes of temperature.

There being a constant liability to this source

of error in experiments of this nature, despite

all the precautions which could be taken, we
had recourse to thermometers which are ex-

tremely sensitive.

M. Walferdin kindly placed at our disposi-

tion some thermometers graduated to the hun-

dreth of a degree ; but even with these we
j

were not able to determine with sufficient ex-

actitude the differences of temperature due to

the passage of the electric currents. The con-

ditions, besides, in which we are placed, are

very illy suited to determine to what extent

the passage of an electric current elevates the

temperature solely on account of the poor

conducting power of the tissues. On one hand
the tissues are always impregnated with liquids,

which renders their changes of temperature

less considerable ; and on the other hand, in

the living tissue, we constantly determine on

the part of the muscles or of the circulution,

physiological effects which are accompanied

by heat. Even upon tissues which are dead,

chemical decompositions are provoked in such

a manner that it can never be exactly known
what should be attributed to the sole influence

of the passage of the electricity.*

The heat developed by the passage of an

electric current, in a purely conducting body,

such as a wire of platinum, has been utilized in

surgery. It is not necessary to detail here,

this employment of electricity, which is of

great usefulness under a variety of circum-

stances.
in.

The phenomena of transportation from one

pole to the other are useful to medicine, where

they find numerous applications. It is gene-

rally admitted that the current passes from the

positive pole to the negative pole.

* M. Schiff believes that lie is able to affirm that the al-

most instantaneous passage of an induction current along
a nerve, heate the nerve in an appreciable manner.

It is a certain fact, however, that material

particles are transplanted from the positive

pole to the negative pole, as is very manifest,
for example, in the carbons which are em-
ployed for the electric light.

We do not wish to more than mention in

this paragraph the employment of electricity

for the extraction of metals, as proposed by
M. Pcey; nor to treat of other transport of
substances to one or the other pole of a pile

;

for these phenomena depend especially upon
chemical action. But we shall insist with
some details upon the following facts, which
we have verified several times, and which
seem to us important in medicine.

Dutrochet had already clearly seen that

electric currents augmented the phenomona
of endosmose. The following is the mast
simple experiment of this nature. An endos-

mometer is prepared in the ordinary manner
;

that is to say, a tube containing gum water,

and closed at one of its extremities by an an-
imal membrane, or a piece of parchment paper
is plunged into a vessel containing plain water.

Under ordinary conditions we observe the

level of the gum water rise little by little, ©n
account of the penetration of the plain water
into the tube. If we now place the positive

pole into the pure water, and the negative
pole into the gum water, the phenomena of
endosmose are seen to occur more quickly,

and the level in the tube rises more rapidly.

But, on the contrary, if we place the posi-

tive pole into the gum water, and the negative

pole into the pure water, the level, instead of

rising in the tube, falls in a very marked
degree. The laws of endesmose are then
completely reversed by the influence of the

electric current.

The better to prove these phenomena, we
performed the following experiments

:

We took three vessels containing pure

water, and plunged into each of them a tube

containing gum water, and closed at its inferior

extremity by a membrane of parchment paper.

In the first tube we placed one of the poles,

and the vessel in which it was contained was
placed in communication with the second vessel

by a metallic wire. This second vessel com-

municated by another metallic wire with the

third vessel, in the endesmometer of which
the other pole was placed. The electric cur-

rent thus passed through the three vessels

and through their endesmometers. A fourth

vessel provided with an endosmometer similar
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to the others, was placed aside of the appa-

ratus, but without being submitted to the

electric currents, in order the better to recog-

nize the normal action of the endosmometer,

and detect the differences due to the passage

of the electric currents.

Every time, and this in proportion to the

intensity of the current and period of applica-

tion, the level rose upon the side of the posi-

tive pole, and fell upon the side of the nega-

tive pole.

Contrary to the laws of endosmose, then,

the level fell in the denser liquid ; an evident

enough proof of this action of transportation

of the electric currents from the positive to the

negative pole.

The intermediate vessel did not present any

such change, and the level rose in the endos-

mometer in the same proportion as in the nor-

mal endosmometer. Perhaps, however, a

slight difference existed in favor of the endos-

mometer traversed by the currents.

Reversing the position of the liquids, the in-

verse effect was produced ; that is to say, that

placing the denser liquid in the vessel, and the

other in the endosmotic tube, we obtained in

the normal endosmometer and in that which

united the two extreme ones of the series, a

descent, more or less pronounced. On the
contrary, in the tube which received the posi-

tive pole, the descent was more than triple

that which had taken place under the usual
conditions. In the tube which contained the
negative pole, the level, instead of falling, rose
several millimeters.

Finally, in employing the same liquid upon
both sides of the endosmotic membrane, in

order to prevent thephenomena of eudosmose,
we constantly obtained an elevation of the
level at the negative pole, and a depression at

the positive pole. In this case the depression
was much greater, and the elevation consider-
ably less than when experimenting upon
liquids of inequal density and when ihe poles
were plunged in the denser liquid.

In these researcb.es, we employed twelve to

fourteen of Remak's elements and elements
of sulphate of lead. The duration of the ac-

tion continued from twenty to twenty-four
hours.
The following shows some of our statistics:

In an hour and a half, with thirty small ele-

ments of sulphate of lead, the level rose eigh-

teen millimeters at the negative pole. In the
intermediate vessel the level rose one milli-

meter, and in the endosmometer which con-
tained the positive pole, the level descended
four millimeters. The tube was dilated at its

inferior extremitj7
, the endosmotic poition be-

ing thirty millimeters in diameter, and the
lobe portion six millimeters in diameter.
"With the same disposition of apparatus,

and employing ten Remak elements, during
twenty hours, the level rose at the negative
electrode seventy millimeters and it fell

twenty-three millimeters at the positive pole.

In the intermediate vessel, the level rose four-

teen millimeters ; and in a fourth endosmome-
ter unconnected with the current, the level
rose twelve millimeters in the same time.

It appeared to us important to examine the
inliu^nce of induced currents under the same
conditions. The extra current alone gave us
results somewhat analogous. With very strong
currents where action was prolonged for

twenty-four hours, it was difficult for us to de-

tect any difference between the two poles.

We ma}' tabulate these experiments as fol-

lows :

P CD

§5Ef

m
$ ^
B 33

3 o
a 3
aTo

CD 3
,Hj

CT>

— 3

O CO

B s

IS*!

-0919 J9puil ^0U)JC9^

9inorasopu9 luraaojit

•J9^auiorasop
-U9 ui t^od •soj

•J9j9arouisop
> in y[Od 'S^K

•J9}9UIOUI90p
-U9 ui gjod -siOj;

•J9?9UI0TUS0p
-U9 UI 9{0d

5> a

I

jppjo }S.in otn .jo

Js^uaxino paoupui



354 Communications . [Vol. xxL

Then instead of employing tubes separated

by endosmotic paper, we performed the same
experiments with eggs, of which we broke the

shells near the air chamber, maintaining the

proper membrane of the egg intact. We ob-

tained the same results with this exception,

—

that the coagulation of the albumen engen-

dered considerable inconveniences.

There is evidently more than a simple phys-

ical action in all these effects ; there is, in ad-

dition, an energetic chemical action ; and in a

medical point of view it is of capital impor-

tance to be aware of this action of electric

currents. Besides, we notice already, in these

phenomena, a very trenchant difference be-

tween the effects of the continuous and those

of the induced currents. The one has an ac-

tion of transportation sufficiently considerable

to produce results contrary to the very laws

of endosmose ; the other, on the contrary, has

no influence of this nature, at least in the con-

ditions in which it is employed in therapeutics.

It was this principle that actuated Remak
when he counselled the placing of the posi-

tive pole upon (Edematous parts, and the nega-

tive pole higher up upon the sound parts. The
idea is logical, certainly, and, in fact, this

mode of application gives very good results

;

but, as we have already mentioned, phenom-
ena are always more complicated in living tis-

sues than in experimental tissues.

In experiments upon the circulation, we
have observed that the vessels contract at the

positive pole, while, on the contrary, they di-

late at the negative pole; and this purely

physiological action contributes, in great ex-

tent, to the dissipation of the swelling and the

removal of the fluids which give rise to the

osdematous condition.

The influence in these cases, then, would be
due to two actions, the one purely physical,

and the other vital; but each, far from de-

stroying the other, actually increasing the joint

effects.

When the blood in the vessels is completely

withdrawn from the heart and the action of

arterial contracyiity, the movements of trans-

lation which have constantly taken place from

the positive to the negative pole, may be de-

termined for some time. We have observed

movements of this nature, under the micro-

scope, upon capillaries belonging to tissues

recently separated from the animal. The
blood, before its coagulation, being immobile

in the vessels, we perceive, at the moment of

applying the poles, the circulation run for

several instants with considerable energy

;

and the sanguineous current is always directed

toward the negative pole.

Upon the skin, denuded by two small blis-

ters, we placed at one side the positive pole

of 20 Remak elements, and upon the other

side we placed the negative pole. Ten min-

utes after the electrization, the sore in contact

with the positive pole was dry, while a new-

blister of considerable extent had formed at

the negative pole.

Alexander Yon Humboldt, in 1795, per-

formed a somewhat analagous experiment

upon himself. He caused two blisters to be

applied upon the region of the two shoulder

blades. The blisters, being pierced, the se-

rous liquid which ran from them was colorless

;

then having had the right sore covered with a

thin plate of silver, the conductor of the zinc

pole was placed in contact with this plate,

when he experienced a very painful smarting,

which was followed by a fresh escape of liquid

;

to the great astonishment of his assistants,

this liquid, at the end of some seconds, pre-

sented a reddish color, and in those portions

of the back whence it escaped, it formed, dur-

ing its passage, reddish blue lines. The sore

on the left side contained, on the contrary, a

liquid altogether colorless.

This experiment shows us, at the same time
,

the influence of the voltaic current upon the

circulation ; for " the bluish red lines " were

nothing else than the sanguineous vessels ta-

mified. Besides, as in the physical phenom-
ena of the transport from one pole to the

other, it is difficult to demonstrate that there

exists a particular mechanical effect, apart

from the electrolytic chemical effect ; so also

with living tissues it is impossible to separate

well that which is alone due to the physical

action of the current, from that which results

from the augmentation of the circulation at

the points of application of the electrodes.

IV.

Beside these physical phenomena, there are

still others, whose properties have beenutilized

in medicine.

Thus it is, that in certain cases, it has been,

proposed to remove foreign metallic bodies

• imbedded in the tissues, by means of magnets.

We can also, by means of the electric current,

recognize whether a ball, for example, is re-

tained in the organs ; and quite recently a

litile apparatus has been constructed for this

special purpose.
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Finally, in terminating this chapter, we
deem it useful to mention in addition

:

That the passage of currents in platinum

vwires contracts them, and that it has often

been proven that the copper wires which

serve as conductors become very brittle. But

there is a great difference in this respect be-

tween induced and continuous currents. M.
Bhumkorff has assured us that the copper

wires used to transmit induced currents , break

much more frequently and more promptly

than those which are used to transmit con-

tinuous currents.

(To be continued.)

HOSPITAL GLEANINGS,
By J. B. Burnett, M. D.,

of Newark, N. J.

CASE OF TRAUMATIC TETANUS.

William Hannigan, set. 18, a native of New
York, single, and a laborer, was admitted to

Bellevue Hospital on October 16th. About
four weeks ago he was assailed by a man who
inflicted an injury on the posterior part of his

head with a stone. At the time he did not

consider the wound of much account, and con-

tinued at his employment until two weeks ago,

when he was seized with stiffness and rigidity

of the muscles of the face and neck, and then

of the back. In two or three days more the

whole muscular system was tetanically af-

fected. On the day after admission he pre-

sented the following symptoms : He was semi-

conscious ; there was universal muscular rigidi-

ty. There was a scalp wound about an inch

in diameter, with depression of bone to be felt

near the occipital prominence. There was
also an eruption upon his body of syphilitic

lichen. "When movement of the limbs is at-
)

tempted, the muscles are thrown into clonic

spasms, which seem to cause the patient con-

siderable pain. The bowels are regular ; the

urine is normal in quantity and character ; re-

action acid.

Treatment.—Whisky, ^ss every half hour,

with pills of quinine and opium, one every two
hours.

October ISth.—He is conscious and answers

questions in a rational manner. No convul-

sive movement except when irritated. Mus-
cles rigid ; secretions normal ; no pain. The
wound dressed with lint.

October 19th.—Symptoms about the same;
continue treatment; increase whisky to ^ij

every hour.
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October 20th.—Pupils are contracted under
the influence of the opium. Lies quietly in

bed. When movements of the body are at-

tempted, the muscles are thrown into action,

and cause severe pain. Has some pain in the
head. Trismus well marked. The mouth
opens wide enough to permit the introduction

of liquid nourishment. Pulse, 80; respirations

normal.

October 21st. Muscles quite lax
; opens the

mouth wider than yesterday. Pulse, 100, soft

and feeble
;

respirations normal
;

appetite

good; no pain in the head.

Treatment.—Whiskey, 3 iij every hour; also,

R. Quinine sulph., zj.

Morphiae sulph., grjss
•Acicli sulphurici, gtt.xxx.

Tr. cinch, co., f-5U- ^1-

S. Teaspoonful every hour.

October 22d.—Symptoms about the same.
Treatment continued.

October 24th.—He now suffers from frequent

spasms, attended with considerable pain. The
muscles are more rigid than when last ex-

amined. Trismus more marked. If he at-

tempts to answer questions, he is immediately
thrown into violent tetanic spasms. Bowels
regular, as also the urinary secretion, in quan-
tity and quality. Pulse, 108

;
respirations

normal.

October 26th.—Lies quietly in bed. Muscles

still rigid, though less so than when last ex-

amined. He opens his mouth without difficul-

ty. There is loss of vision, with the pupils

contracted. Pulse, 98, and feeble
;

respira-

tions, 15 in the minute.

October 27th.—Muscles less rigid; opens the

mouth with but little exertion; vision good.

Pulse and respirations natural. Appetite
good ; bowels constipated. Wound suppurat-

ing well. To take olei ricini, ^j.

October 30th.—The muscles are again quite

rigid, and he can, with great difficulty, open
his mouth. He rests without spasms. The
bowels moved freely. The treatment the

same, save that the whiskey is reduced to 3ij

every hour.

November 1st.—Muscles still rigid. Opens
the mouth half way. Bowels regular. Pulse,

110. Eats well.

November 2d.—Last night he was attacked

with delirium ; incoherent talking, etc. The
whisky was diminished to every hour. He
is not entirely free from delirium now. The
muscles are less rigid than yesterday. Excre-

tions normal. Treatment in other respects the

same.

Com?nunications.
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November od.—Lies quietly and sleeps most
j

of the time. He is semi-conscious. Muscles

rigid. Has spasms occasionally. Pupils con-

tracted
;
pulse, 100, and feeble. Tongue dry

;

sordes about the teeth
;
picks his bed clothes,

and seems subject to hallucinations. "Wound

secretes little.

November 4th.—Lies quietly and breathes

stertorously. No spasms or muscular rigidity.

Pupils contracted, and do not respond to light.

He cannot be aroused. Pulse, 130 ;
respira

tions, 30 per minute. There is a purulent dis-

charge from the left ear.

November 5th.—The aural discharge contin-

ues. Pupils contracted; no delirium. Is much
prostrated. Answers questions when loudly

spoken to.

Died November 6th, 12 M.

Autopsy on November 8th.—Rigor mortis well-

marked. On removing the scalp, a depression

ofbone is seen near the occipital protuberance,

about an inch in diameter. On removing the

ealvaria, a clot of blood was found about the

size of a pigeon's egg, immediately under the

expressed bone. There are some traces of

meningitis, but not extensive. The brain,

aside from the clot and meningeal inflamma-

tion, is healthy. The other organs of the

body are healthy. There is but one kidney,

and that is of a horse shoe shape. Nothing

eould be found to account for the discharge

from the ear.

PUERPERAL CONVULSIONS—DEATH.
By W. D. Hall, M. D.,

Of Renovo, Pa.

As the treatment of puerperal convulsions

seems to be an important topic in the medical

world just now, I send you a report of the only

case it has been my misfortune to witness dur-

ing almost eight years of practice. There are

two points which make it particularly inter-

esting : one is the failure of bromide of potas-

sium to arrest the paroxysms
;
for, if we take

the generality of cases reported in the jour-

nals, it has come to be regarded as almost

specific in the disease in question.

The other is in regard to the power of

Bulnh. morphia to relax a rigid os uteri which

has recently attracted considerable attention.

Although not given in this case when that

condition was known to exist, it probably did

exist at the time the last dose of the medicine

was taken, and if the medicine was coven be-

fore and really has the power claimed for it,

it should have prevented that state.

On the morning of 14th of October last, my
partner, Dr. J. P. Ashcom, was called at 3 A.
M. to see Mrs. McC, who, it was supposed,

was about to be confined. When the Dr.

arrived at the house he found his patient,

who was a primapara set. 24 and rather

robust, suffering from pain which she said was
"all through" her, but most severe in the

stomach and accompanied with slight uterine

pains. An examination revealed no dilata-

tion of the os. The Dr. administered a fourth

of a grain of sulphate of morphia and went
home, leaving order to call him should she not

get better. About 7 A. M. her husband called

and said his wife was no better; he was given

another dose, 1 of a grain of morphia, and

requested to give it as soon as he arrived at

home, which was three squares from our office,

where he had given him the medicine. He
gave the medicine as directed. At 11 A.
Mr. McC. came to the office in haste, stating

that his wife had a fit. Dr. A. went immedi-

ately to see her, and finding the statement

correct, at once dispatched a messenger for

me. When I arrived she was just recovering

from the convulsion, and seemed to be par-

tially conscious; would, when loudly spoken

to, open her eyes, but did not answer.

After consultation, we decided to give her

bromide of potassium, and succeeded in get-

ting her to swallow ten grains in solution.

We also concluded to give her a purgative in-

jection, which became more important, as we
now learned that she had eaten a large quan-

tity—a quart her neighbor said—of chestnuts

the evening before. I went to the office to

procure a syringe, and on returning was in-

formed that she had had another fit. She was
talking incoherently ; seemed determined to

get out of bed, and had to be held to prevent
her from doing so. Her pulse, as it had been

from the time I first saw her, was 130, irreg-

ular, and very feeble, so much so as to preclude

the idea of bloodletting. We gave her another

dose of the bromide, this time fifteen grains r

and an injection of salt water, which operated

well, bringing away a large quantity of fecal

matter, after which she seemed conscious, re-

vived considerably, and answered questions

readily. I should have stated before, that

when I first arrived, we (Dr. A. and myself)
examined into the condition of the womb, and
found it dilated to the size of half a dollarr

but the os was very rigid. We now examined
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again, and found it in the same condition. I

returned to the office, there remaining until 3

P. M., when Dr. A. called and stated that he

,had administered another fifteen grain dose of

the bromide, and that she had had another fit.

She was in a worse condition than at any pre-

vious time. He had made another examina-

tion, and found the os still unyielding. His

opinion was that she would die. After due

deliberation, we decided to try to dilate the os

with ext. belladonna, and, if successful, de-

liver with the forceps. The belladonna was
applied directly to the mouth of the womb,
which dilated in five minutes. The forceps

were immediately applied, and just as the

head was born she became again convulsed

and died. This was at 4 P. M. She had taken
forty grains of bromide of potassium in about
four hours—doses two hours apart. Dr. A. re-

mained with her all the time after her first

paroxysm, except a few minutes spent in pro-

curing the forceps.

[To have thoroughly tested the bromide of

potassium in this case, it should have been
given in gss. to doses, repeated as often as

indicated. The fault in using the bromide is

in giving it in too small doses, generally.—Eds.
Med. and Surg. Reporter.]

Editorial Department.

Periscope.

Locomotor Ataxy.

Professor Ball, of Paris, in the Medico! Times

and Gazette, speaks as follows of the nature of this

disease :

We shall not attempt to define the nature of a

disease, the anatomical characters of which are so

imperfectly known
;
but, without entering the field

of conjecture, we may at least indicate the direction

in which the progress of modern science seems to

lead us, and show to observers who may enjoy an

opportunity of studying facts of this nature, in what

sense it will be useful for them to prosecute their

investigations. Physiology and pathology are at one

in demonstrating the influence which the nervous

centres exercise over the nutrition of all the tissues

©f the body. Is this power exerted through the me-
dium of certain nutrient nerves ? or is it, on the con-

trary, dependent on the great sympathetic '? This

point yet remains to be decided. Fortunately, how-
ever, for us, the question at present under discus-

sion may be considered from another point of view.

Vivisections demonstrate, and the fact has also

been proved by clinical observations, that neither

the morbid alterations of the posterior columns, nor

those of the anterior and lateral columns of the spi-

nal cord produce any change in the nutrition of the

parts dependent on them.

Derangement of sensation and power of move-
ment, ataxy, paralysis, paraplegia, such are in simi-

lar cases the symptoms observed, but lesions other

than these are needed to explain the phenomena of

atrophy. Complete section of the spinal marrow
could not alone produce such effects ; isolated from

I
its superior centre, the inferior portion of the me-

• dullary axis continues to live, and suffices, in a cer-

tain degree, for the support of those regions in the

body dependent on it. This is the reason why, in

certain individuals suffering from paraplegia, the in-

fluence of the spinal cord may be interrupted com-

pletely by some considerable morbid change without

any symptom of atrophy declaring itself in the lower

extremities. As regards the sloughing of the sacrum
and the heels, as regards the want of vitality in the

external teguments, which so often declare them-

selves in similar cases, these must not be classed

with the atrophy, so marked and so rapid in its de-

velopment, which invades the articular extremities

in those cases of ataxy which we have detailed ; be

sides, these latter depend probably on special lesions,,

of which we shall now speak.

The researches of modern histologists, and espe-

cially of Valentiner, Luys, Lockhart Clarke, and

Chareot, tend to connect progressive muscular atro-

phy with the destruction of the nerve cells which oc-

cupy the anterior cornua of the grey substance.

Should further researches enable us to establish a

constant connection between these two lesions, it

will then be demonstrated that the nutrient centre

of the muscular system resides in a given point of

the spinal axis. But that which may be proved true

according to this hypothesis, as regards the muscu-

lar system, may perhaps hold good, in an equal de-

gree, in reference to the articulations, the health of

which, in a great measure, depends on the integrity

of the nervous centres.

It has been shown that traumatic lesions of the

spinal marrow give rise to morbid changes in the

corresponding limb, analogous in their nature to

those we have been considering. But since the pos-
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terior column of the spinal cord as well as the ante-

rior and lateral ones must be excluded from the

•question—since, in short, complete section of the

spinal marrow is incapable of producing such phe-

nomena—it remains for us to search for the cause on
which they depend at some point or other of the

grey substance. Hence may be derived that trophic

influence which sends forth nourishment to those

regions of the body in which the morbid process is

manifested. It is, therefore, obviously our duty to

examine with care the condition of the spinal mar-

row, and more particularly its central portions, in

all persons dying of ataxy, or of any disease compli-

cated with this affection, whenever the opportunity

presents itself.

Meantime, while waiting the occasion for carry-

ing out such researches, it might be well for us to

endeavour, by means of vivisections carefully con-

ducted, to produce articular affections similar in

character to those which form the subject of our

paper.

Interesting Observations.

The compound of foolhardiness which is devel-

oped now-a-days in the form of Alpine climbing has

been applied by M. Lortet, of Lyons, to scientific

purposes, and he has expended much time, money,

and trouble in the investigation ofphenomena which,

at least, can never harm sensible people, but which
Is interesting from a medico-scientific point of view.

M. Lortet ascended on the 17th and 20th of Au-
gust, to the summit of Mont Blanc, furnished with

all the instruments necessary to investigate physical

effects, amongst which were the anapnograph of

MM. Bergeon and Kastus, the sphygmograph of

Marcy, thermometers, etc.

M. Lortet has experienced and verified all the

phenomena known under the name of mal des mon-
tagnes, consisting principally in acceleration of res-

piration, frequency and feebleness of the pulse,

lowering of temperature during the journey, and its

return to the normal condition during rest, mus-
cular fatigue, loss of appetite, occipital headache,

nausea, somnolence, etc.

He attributes, like M. Gevarret, the coldness of

the body during exertion to the insufficency of the

internal combustion which, to maintain the temper-

ature, has to contend at once against the extreme

cold and the loss of heat transformed into machani-

cal work. The other symptoms are the consequence

•of the cooling, and probably of the vitiation of the

blood by carbonic acid, where elimination is incom-

plete.

The Effects of Tobacco on the Human System.

Dr. Willard Parker, of New York, says in a

recent letter:

That tobacco is a poison is proved beyond a

question. It is now many years since my attention

was called to the insidious but positively destructive

effects of tobacco on the human system. I have

seen a great deal of its influence upon those who
use it, and work on it, or in it.

Cigarmakers, snuff manufacturers, etc., have

come under my care in hospitals and in private

practice ; and such persons never recover soon, and
in a healthy manner, from any case of injury or

fever. They are more apt to die in epidemics, and

more prone to apoplexy and paralysis. The same is

true, also, of all who chew or smoke much.

This poison enfeebles the mind. The Emperor

Napoleon had his attention called to this subject in

1862 by a scientific statistician. It was observed,

from 1812 to 1862, that the tobacco tax averaged

twenty-eight millions of francs annually, and there

were eight thousand paralytics and insane in the

hospitals of France. In 1832- the tobacco revenue

had reached one hundred and eighty millions, and

in the hospitals were forty-four thousand para-

lytics, etc. The undoubted inference is that tobacco

has a strong influence in producing these classes of

nervous diseases.

A commission was then appointed to inquire into

the influence of tobacco in the schools and colleges.

After a full and careful investigation this commis-

sion reported that it had divided the people into two

classes—the users and non-users of tobacco, and
then proceeded to compare them, physically, intel-

lectually, and morally. The result was that those

who do not use tobacco were stronger, better

scholars, and had a higher moral record. In conse-

quence of this report an edict was issued prohibiting

the use of tobacco in these national institutions, by
which thirty thousand persons were at once forced

to abandon it.

Treatment of Syphilis in France.

The Paris correspondent of the Press and Cir-

cular says

:

In my first visit to the Hopital du Midi, I saw in

the wards of Dr. Charles Mauriac a most well-

marked case of double synovitis of the knee-joint

distinctly gonorrhceal in its character. The man
had suffered from the complaint thrice. As some

among our ingenious brethren here seem to wish to

cast doubt on the existence of gonorrhceal rheuma-

tism (I think Mr. Skey is among the number), I

can only say that this one case would, I think, have

made them believe in the reality of the disease for

the rest of their life. Among the details of the prac-

tice observed by me at the Midi, I saw that Dr.

Mauriac was in the habit, in almost all cases, of

using blisters, or iodine paint, to endeavor to stop the

onward progress of suppurating buboes, and, appar-

ently, with considerable success. His application to

soft sores was invariably the solid stick of nitrate of

silver, and this, with the tincture of iodine, he also

applied to chancrous buboes when they would open,



Dec. 4, 1869.] Periscope. 359

notwithstanding the application of blisters. Well,

you will ask, how did he treat syphilis ? To this I

^©ply, that M. Mauriac is a mercurialist, and that

she same formula? as were made use of in the days

>f the illustrious M. Ricord still remain vogue at the

Midi at present. Here is a formula of the pill still

ased at the Midi for syphilis—" 1st. To take morn-
ing and evening, fasting, one of the following pills

:

—Protoiodide of mercury, -003 centigrammes, (about

rr. I) ; extract of quinia, -006 centigrammes ; ex-

tract ofopium, -001 centigrammes ; to make a pill of

which make GO. 2nd. Avoid all excess and all

fatigue; substantial diet." All this is written in

French, not in dog-Latin, as we do. Another favor-

ite mercurial prescription with Cullerier was as

follows :—" 1st. To take morning and evening,

fasting, in half a glass of sugar-water, and to which

we added some drops of orange-flower essence, a

tablespoonful of the following mixture, viz., liquor

•!>f Yan Sweiten (a solution of perchloride of mer-

aary), 500 grammes. 2nd. Avoid all excess and all

fatigue, and take substantial diet." Lastly, in

>rder to give our friends the mercurialists a choice

>f their weapons, is added the following :—" 1st.

To make, morning and evening, on the internal

aspect of each thigh, above the knee, inunction

with the s'ze of a hazel nut of the following oint-

ment:—Neapolitan ointment, 60 grammes (i. e.,

imguentumhydrargyri),and cover the parts anointed

with a flannel compress. 2nd. Avoid all fatigue,

and eat well." Some mercurialists have a taste for

their favorite drug in all stages of syphilis, so, to

suit them, the following prescription is among the

armamenta:—"1st. To take at night, on going to

bed, a tablespoonful of the following mixture :

—

Biniodide of mercury, -025 centigrammes (about gr.

iv.) ; iodide of potassium, 25 grammes (about 5
y{) ;

syrup of saponiare, 500 grammes (about 16

ounces). (This gives about gr. l-6th of the binio-

dide, and gr. x. of iodide of potassium as a dose)."

All of these prescriptions are, as perhaps you know,

disliked by myself and the non-mercurial school

;

but the following prescription is employed by all of

us, as well as by the staff of the Midi in tertiary

lesions :
—" 1st. To take, morning and evening, a

tablespoonful of the following solution, in a cup of

infusion of saponiarie, viz, iodide of poassium, 30

grammes to a water litre " (about gr. vijss. to each

dose). I must not omit to say, that the treatment

of the initial lesion of syphilis has the following

consecrated to it :—" 1st. To take every two days,

for a week, fasting, in the morning, a litre of in-

fusion of herbs, in which shall be dissolved one of

the following, sulphate of magnesia, 00 grammes

(i. e., ^iij) divided into three parts. 2nd. Smear

the parts affected morning and evening with the size

of a hazel nut of the following pomade :—Neapolitan

ointment, 30 grammes, (i. e., mercurial ointment)
;

extract of belladonna, 6 grammes, (Jiss.) ; and

cover them entirely with cataplasms of linseed meal.

3rd. Every two days, an entire bath, of one hour's

duration. 4th. Avoid all excess and fatigue, sober

diet and absolute rest of the organ."

I have now, I think, exhausted the list of pre-

scriptions for that formidable disease, syphilis ;
but,

perhaps, some of your readers may wish to know
how they treat chancres at the Midi, I mean soft

suppurating sores. Well, the first of these prescrip-

tions is as follows :
—" Dress the affected part three

or four times daily with lint, soaked in the following

solution :—Nitrate of silver, one gramme ; distilled

water, 20 grammes." The next prescription is as

follows :—" 1st. Powder thrice a day the affected parts

with a pinch of the following powder :—Iodoform

finely powdered, 3 grammes; having washed them first

with fresh water ; avoid all excess and fatigue, and keep

the parts quite at rest." The next prescription for

soft chancre is :
—"1st. Dress thrice daily the affected

parts with lint smeared with the following oint-

ment :—Ceratum opii, 20 grammes
;
calomel, 10

grammes." The next prescription is, I presume,

for chancres beneath the prepuce, it is, " Make four

times a day an injection between the prepuce and

gland with the following solution :—Nitrate of silver,

2 grammes ; distilled water, 60 grammes. Take a

bath every two days." The last prescription for

chancre is as follows:—" Dress, seven or eight

times a day, the affected parts with lint dipped in

water, in which one of the following is dissolved :

—

Chlorate of potash, 40 grammes (^i., ^iiss.)

;

divide into four parts."

The Climate which Cures Consumption.

A series of valuable articles have appeared in the

Medical Times and Gazette, on the climate of the

Peruvian Andes.

We will suppose our readers acquainted to some

extent at least, with the recommendations that have

been bestowed both on the Cordilleras of the Andes

and on the plateaux of Mexico of the cure of phthisis

pulmonalis. In speaking of the last named locality

Dr. Jourdanet strongly insists that this beneficial

effect is altogether, or in greater part, due to eleva-

tion in soil, and not to the degree of latitude. Dr.

Smith, whose experience was gathered from Peru,

expresses himself as follows :—" Incipient tubercu-

lar phthisis, with more or less haemoptysis, is one of

the most common pulmonary affections known in

Lima and other parts of the cost of Peru. * * * It

is a disease that is certainly cured by removing the

patient from the coast to the open inland valley of

Zanja, which runs from ten to twelve thousand feet

above the sea leval. * * * This fact has been known

and acted upon from time immemorial by the native

inhabitants and Physicians ; and I have," says Dr.

Smith, " sent patients from the capital to Zanja in a

very advanced state of phthisis, with open ulcera-
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tions and well- marked caverns in the hings, and
have seen them again, after the lapse of a little time,

return to their homes free from fever, and with
every appearance of the disease being arrested, but
in many instances it would, after a protracted resi-

dence on the coast, again become necessary to return

to the mountains, to prevent a recurrence of the

disease." Dr. Scrivener expresses himself in the

following terms—" I have traversed these mountains
©n many occasions, and am therefore able to form
an opinion of the salubrity of the climate, as also of

that on the route from the province of Cordova to

the Pacific. All over this vast tract of land, that fa-

tal enemy to man, the tubercular phthisis, so justly

feared by the inhabitants of Lima and Buenos Ayres,
is entirely unknown. During a residence of nearly

ten years in different and widely spread districts of

the whole country, I never saw nor heard, either di-

rectly or indirectly, through my intercourse with
others, of the existence of that disease. In the

mountains of Cordova, as well as on the Andine
heights, the patient will find his disease alleviated

and in time removed (let him come from what quar-

ter of the globe he may) by the hand of Nature.
There pulmonary complaints are never known to

originate, and there those who suffer from it on the

borders of the Parana and the river Plate, seek and
iind a permanent cure for their ailments proceeding
from all affections of the lungs. We would recom-
mend," he further says, " the mountains of Cordova
to consumptive patients in preference to the Andine
heights of Bolivia, as being nearest the river Plate
and containing a greater variety of objects to divert

the attention and amuse. The facility of transport,

the shortness of the passage, combined with a well-

founded hope of renovating the health, will be of

themselves sufficient reasons for undertaking the

journey. The mountains of Cordova are 4000 feet

above the sea, and about 800 miles from La Quiaca,
the northern boundary of the Argentine Confedera-
tion, where commences the Bolivian territory, and
here the Cordilleras of the Andes, or otherwise the

Andine heights, are seen in all their splendor and
magnificence. Between the two territories, how-
ever, the journey is made by mules ; there is no car-

riage road.

It behooves us next to inquire how far and with
what facility the heights of Cordova are accessible

to patients proceeding thither from Europe. Let us
suppose all of war at an end, the distant echoes of
which are now heard brokenly on the road, and the
journey already adventured on. The passage from
England to Buenos Ayres may be made in as short

a period as thirty-four days. There are several lines

of merchant steamers ftom London and Liverpool,

as well as the Government vessels from Southamp-
ton and Bordeaux, which arrive at Buenos Ayres
every month. From this port you embark in a
steamer for the port of Rosairo, which is most beau-

tifully situated on the banks of the river Parana, and
is the finest port in the Argentine Confederation, at

which you arrive in about twenty-six hours. From
thence you take the Argentine Central Railway, antf

arrive at the city of Cordova upon the same day.

Here commence the serraicas or mountainous dis-

tricts, which extend to the valley of Rimac, com-
prising an area of about a thousand leagues. " We
believe," says our author, " that at no distant time

a public establishment will be founded in the moun-
tains of Cordova for use of consumptive patients.

Should this be the case, we can vouch that there will-

be no lack of visitors willing to support the estab_

lishment and anxious to aid it by their means m
exchange for the benefits they have received there.

The natural grandeur and magnificence of the

mountain scenery would also contribute in no small

degree to the attractions of the place and the benefit

of the invalids. The city of Cordova is situated in

a deep valley on the banks of a river amidst the

most varied and beautiful scenery. Ascending from
the city to the mountains, the traveller finds every

variety of climate, with a difference of temperature

at every ascent. In these varieties of temperature

he will be certain to find one that is suitable to his

complaint and agreeable to himself. The tops and
sides of the mountains are covered with trees and
shrubs, and the soil of the valleys is rich and very

fertile, producing Indian corn, wheat, bar-ley, sun-

dry fruits and vegetables, and whatever the hus-

bandman may desire to cultivate. Cattle, horses,

mules, with sheep, roam in great herds on most ex-

cellent pasture. Huarracos and other wild animals
inhabit the mountains. The wool of the sheep is

of superior quality, and highly prized in the Euro-
pean markets. There are a great variety of trees in

the plains, many of which are very lofty, and their

branches form an agreeable shade, as well as add

to the beauty of the scenery. The timber of these

trees is of superior quality, well suited for the con-

struction of houses and in the manufacture of furni-

ture, etc. There are mines of gold, silver, copper

and iron ; the latter is abundant, and in good qual-

ity. There are also marble quarries, and the mar-
ble is very fine and of different colors ; limestone

of an extremely white nature is abundant—in short,

there are few spots in the world where Nature has
lavished such a variety of animals, vegetables, and
mineral productions as in the province of Cordova.

Hypodermic Injections in Syphilis.

A writer in the Medical Times and Gazette, says

:

The subcutaneous injection of corrosive sublimate

in the treatment of syphilis has been tried on an ex-

tensive scale in Germany and France, and recently

Professor v. Sigmund, the celebrated Vienna special-

ist, has just contributed an account of the results of

the trials that have been made in his Hospital.
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These have been 113 in number, comprising all the

forms and complications of the disease. Most of the

patients have been females, several of these being

pregnant or puerperal women. None of them were

younger than IS, and only three above 40, and for

the mest part they belonged to the working classes.

j[n the majority nutrition had not become impaired

through syphilis. In those in whom it was defec-

tive this was attributable to tuberculosis, intermit-

tent fever, cachexia, and inveterate syphilis, as also

tlfco loss of blood on delivery. Some of the patients

had already been under treatment by means of other

forms of mercury.

The injection employed was that recommended

fey Professor Lewin, of the Berlin Charite, viz., 4

grains of the sublimate to the ounce of distilled wa-

W. In order to prove successful, the injection must

'be performed with the greatest care and delicacy,

good syringes with very fine and sharp canulse be-

ing chosen. The best places for injecting have been

'found to be the outer side of the thorax, the abdo-

men, the upper part of the haunch, and the outer
!

side of the upper arm, while > the lower half of the

haunch, the lower extremities in general, the back,

'and the inner side of the arm are to be carefully

'avoided. Patients treated by other Practitioners

have applied to Professor v. Sigmund on account of

extensive and tedious infiltrations surrounding the

points of injection, and sometimes obstinate ulcer-

ations, and in these cases the injections have usually

been made on the back, and in most troublesome

'cases on the inner surface of the thigh. In his own
'clinic he has met with very few cases in which any

considerable inflammation was produced. But then

not only were the injections skilfully performed, but

the patients were kept quiet, avoiding all motion

and compression. It is a good rule to perform the

injections in the evening in those patients who are

unable to remain at rest during the day. In Hos-

pital practice the patients did not make any objec-

tion to the numerous punctures sometimes required

;

I but in private practice the accompanying pain and

subsequent inflammation are much less patiently

borne. In most patients one injection was made
per diem, and in several in two places, without any

local inconvenience arising. But in some of them
stomatitis was very quickly produced, without being

attributable to any other cause. The number of

injections has been very different, but when the

treatment has been pursued uninterruptedly they

have averaged between twenty-nine and thirty, car-

ried over a space of five, and not infrequently six or

seven, weeks. The most unpleasant consequence

•observed has been the stomatitis, which in some

cases has been very rapidly produced, sometimes

even in six or seven days, and even quicker when
the injection has been performed twice a day. This

is, indeed, most surprising, when we consider how
little ofthe sublimate (of en scarcely half grain) has

been introduced at a distant part. The mucous
membrane of the mouth i3 alone affected, the sali-

vary glands being little, if at all, concerned. As to

the general result of his experiments with these in-

jections, which, however, he acknowledges are at

present insufficient in number, Prof. v. Sigmund
considers they are an inferior means in the treatment

of syphilis to the methodical mercurial inunctions

which he has so long employed. Still in certain

cases he regards injection as a valuable additional

means of treating the disease. It is so in individuals

who, from any cause, are unable to undergo inunc-

tion, and in those whose digestive organs are in a

condition not to admit of their employing mercurials

by the mouth. He has seen papular syphilis of

young infante advantageously so treated, but they

were children who were well fed and carefully looked

after. He thinks great caution should be used with

this means in patients suffering from kidney disease,

as he has known such cases to become aggravated.

Finally, all hygienic precautions are just as neces-

sary in his mode of treating syphilis as in any other.

Reviews and Book Notices.

Aiken, or Climatic Cure. By Amory Coffin,
M. D., and W. M. Geddings, M. D. Charleston.

1869. Pamphlet, pp. 53.

The authors of this work appear to be residents

of Aiken, and their description of that locality as a

health resort is therefore accurate, even if a little

highly colored. For a certain class of cases the

highland region along the Southren Apalachians is

very well adapted. But the reasoning on the gene-

ral question of " climate and health" is open to

criticism, as for example in the articles on "Hu-
midity," and on " Equability." To say, that " no-

where in meteorology do we find an agent more
potent in the production of pulmonary consumption,

or one which exercises a more deleterious influence

than moisture" (pp. 28, 29), is singularly incorrect,

as some of the most famous resorts for consumption

is where the atmosphere is nearly at the point of

saturation. Evidently the writers imagine the rain

fall of a place to be indicative, or nearly so, of its

moisture, an error often perpetrated. It is singular

how widespread is the ignorance of medical clima-

tology.

Scientific Zeal.

Professor Mantegazza, the physiologist, was re-

cently engaged in investigation on the lowest forms

of life. Believing that he could detect the very be-

ginning of organic existence in an infusion he had

made, he kept his eye steadily upon it, in the micro-

scope, for sixteen hotzrs, without intermission, until

compelled by exhaustion to leave it.
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B^- Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,
News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect-
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Articles of special importance, such especially as re-
quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-
vation, will be liberally paid for.

8^" To insure publication, articles must be practical,

Wief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully
prepared, so as to require little revision.
We particularly value the practical experience of coun-

try practitioners, many of whom possess a fond of infor-
mation that rightfully belougs to the profession.

NOTICE ! !

By reference to the Prospectus in another column, it

will be seen that we have made, and are making arrange
ments for communications from some of the best medical
writers, and most prominent medical men in the country
We are expending more on the Literary Depart
ment op the reporter than "was ever before
dreamed op in this country. If the leading Physi
cians and Surgeons of America do not write tor the medi-
cal journals, as do those of Europe, we are determined
that it shall be no fault of ours. We shall expect-
ant have a right to expect, a commensurate support.

For new subscribers we make the following Liberal
Offers :

1. To any of our present subscribers who will send us a
new name, a copy of the Physician's Daily Pocket
Record ; and credit on the books, etc., for more than one
name, to the amount of one dollar for each name.

2. New subscribers who remit $5, will be entered to the

end of 1870. Those who send in their subscriptions soon
will therefore receive the Reporter for Fourteen
Months for Five Dollars

!

PORTRAIT OF DR. GROSS.
As a NewYkar's Present, we propose to send our

subscribers in the issue of the Medical and Surgical
Reporter for January 1st, 1870, a Splendid, First-Class,
Original Steel-engraved Portrait of

SAMUEL D. GROSS, M. D.,
Professor of Surgery in the Jefferson Medical College of
this city.

«y A few Artists' Proofs of the Portrait will be struck

off on boards of a size suitable forframing. Price $1.00 each.

WOMEN AT CLINICS.
The press of this city, during the past week,

has continued to discuss the action of the Med-
ical Colleges in reference to women being pres-

ent at clinics where men are exposed. We re-

gret that they seem inclined to take the view,
which is wholly groundless, that opposition to

the presence of women means opposition to

women studying medicine. This is an error.

Those who object to the step taken by the

female medical students, do it solely on the

ground of propriety. They think that the

native modesty of medical students and clin*-

cal teachers ought to be spared. They have not
that excellent faculty of seeing so clearly the
" impersonality of science," as the ladies exT

press it, when women look at naked men, ani
not seeing it at all when men look at naked
women. Their modesty is shocked, and as
any ordinary woman not thoroughly imbued
with the impersonality of science would feel

a little awkward, we suppose, in lecturing toj

a mixed class on gonorrhea in the male, illus-

trated by clinical examples, so these gentle-
men cannot but have some sentiments of the
same kind.

Such feelings the ladies seem extremely un-
willing to allow, or to take into account. Yet
we assure them that, strange and even inex-
plicable as it may seem, to them, it is an ac-
tual fact that it is a disagreeable thing for a
medical lecturer, who is a gentleman and a
man of refinement, to expose the private parts
of males to classes of young ladies. We ask
them to think well about this strange senti-
ment for it actually exists.

THE WOMAN QUESTION IN NEW YORK.
The interest excited by the determination

of the female students of mediciue in this
city to attend lectures in connection with male
students has led to an expression of opinion
among the students at Bellevue Hospital
Medical College. At the close of a lecture by
Professor Hamilton, an invitation was ex-
tended to the students to remain in the hall
when the exercises of the day had terminated,
as a subject of special importance to them
would be introduced. When the Professor
had retired from the hall and quiet had been
restored after the confusion incident to the
dismissal, a member of the class was called to
the chair, and it was found that about 150
students had accepted the invivitation to re-
main. One of these then stated the object to
be the consideration of the question of the
admission of women to the clinic lectures.

Speeches were made generally adverse to the
admission of women and favorable to the
students in the University of Pennsylvania
and the Jefferson Medical College of Phila-
delphia, who have resisted and still resist the
admission of women to the lecture halls of
their respective institutions. No action of a
definite nature, however, was taken, most of
the students apparently preferring to accept
the suggestion of one of their number, that
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they had better proceed with caution, and

tawait developments in Philadelphia. It is

^understood that another meeting of the stu-

dents will be held at an early day, and it will

then be known who are and who are not in

favor of the admission of women to the clinic

lectures.

We are sorry to see that even the New York

Medical Gazette, which ought to have been

better informed, joins in the general hue and
? cry about the behaviour of the students here,

ipiand indulges in such unseemly expressions as

I.

a most disreputable type of saw-bones,"
" ill-mannered male companions," etc. Medi-

cal journals should form opinions on some

better ground than popular prejudice, or if

they cannot, should keep their opinions to

themselves.

i

A GOOD SUGGESTION.
A correspondent writes that it is the duty

of every medical man to exert himself to se-

cure for the naval medical officers a more

dignified and just position. Physicians, espe-

cially those who live in the country, have some

political and personal influence, and this they

should exert in behalf of their profession.

Certainly it is to the interest of us all that the

physicians in the navy should have a position

fitting their acquirements, and the importance

of the services they render.

Notes and Comments.

Infant Mortality.

Dr. Edwin M. Snow, Registrar of the city of

Providence, calls attention in his last monthly report

to the prevalence of infant diseases and their cause.

He says

:

Though the percentage of infantile mortality in

the city of Providence is comparatively small, being

constantly very much less than in all other cities of

equal or greater size in this country, yet it is even

here altogether greater than it should be. It would

be difficult to give any good reason, in accordance

mih nature or good sense, why in the pleasant

month just past, 41 of the one hundred decedents

should be less than five years of age. And this pro-

portion is less than during the summer months,

and less than in other cities.

This large loss of infant life in our American cities

is usually ascribed to the effects of impure air, and

this is undoubtedly true to some extent, especially

in the summer season. But the loss of infant life

is not confined to the summer season, nor to Bum-

mer complaints, so called. The loss goes on in

cold weather as well as warm, and lung fever, con-

vulsions, congestion of the brain, and of the lungs*

&c, destroy far more children than cholera infantum

and diarrhcea.

The truth is, the chief canse of infantile mortality-

is not more the weather, or foul air, than the igno-

rance and false pride of the mothers. Children are
killed by the manner in which they are dressed,,

and by the food that is given them, as much as by
any other causes. Infants of the most tender age,.

in our changeable and rough climate, are left with
bare arms and legs, and with low-neck dresses-

The mothers, in the same dress, would shiver and

suffer with cold, and expect a fit of sickness as the

result of their culpable carelessness. And yet the

mothers could endure such a treatment with far

less danger to health and life than their tender in-

fants.

A moment's reflection will indicate the effects of

this mode of dressing, or want of dressing, on the

child. The moment the cold air strikes the bare

arm and legs of the child, the blood is driven fro2a

these extremities to the internal and more vital

organs of the body. The result is congestion, to a

greater or less extent, of these organs. In warm
weather, the effect will be congestion of the bowels,

causing diarrhoea, dysentery, or cholera infantum.

We think that this mode of dressing must be reck-

oned as one of the most prominent causes of sum-

mer complaints, so-called. In colder weather, con-

gestion and inflammation of the lungs, congestion

and inflammation of the brain, convulsions, &c. r

will result. At all seasons, congestion, more or

less, is caused, the definite effects depending upon
the constitution of the child, the weather, and

various other circumstances.

It is painful, extremely so, to any one who reflects

upon the subject, to see children thus decked like

victims for sacrifice, to gratify the insane pride of

foolish mothers. Our most earnest advice to all

mothers, is to dress the legs and arms of their

children warmly, at all events. It would be in-

finitely less dangerous to life and health to leave

their bodies uncovered, than to leave their arms

and legs as bare as is the common custom.

Absinthe.

Our readers are probably aware that there has
been a long and animated discussion in the English

journals on the alleged poisoning produced by this

favorite liqueur. It seems to have been decided that

the alcoolate of absinthium produces a peculiar in-

toxication, and destroys the nervous powers more
rapidly than other spirits. There is a club, or was
a club, in Paris called lea absintheurs. It numbered
twenty members, who agreed to drink no liquor but

absinthe. The^members were elected for life, which.
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usually meant three years ! Such is the tale. It is also

said that absinthe is publicly sold in New York,

and it is proposed to apply at once that universal

cure-all, an act of Legislature, to prohibit it.

As long back as our memory goes it has been sold

over the bars of the leading restaurants in this city,

and we do not believe that the absinthium has any-

thing to do with its noxious properties. These no

doubt it has, but it owes them to the vile proof

spirits or "high wines," of which it is compounded,

and is not one whit worse than the "Bitters" ad-

vertised in all our newspapers, which are all made

from a similar deleterious form of alcohol.

A Foolish Story.

We have received from two correspondents an

extract attributed by the Pall Mall Gazette to a

French Medical Journal which does not exist (or did

not a few months ago.) Said extract describes a won-

derful operation performed in Brazil, where one

criminal's head was cleanly shaven off his trunk and

placed on the neck of another criminal, who had

been similarly treated, and the head united by the

first intention ! This is a fair joke on our French

medical brethrenwho have been running wild lately

on la greffe animale. And it is possible that it has

found among the laity souls credulous enough to

swallow it.

Medical Journals.

We notice the following recent changes in medi-

cal journals

:

The Medical Reporter, of St. Louis, was some-

time since merged into the Medical Archives of that

city. A good move ; there were too many journals

there. The Archives is a good journal. St. Louis

now has two good journals, the old Medical and

Surgical Journal, published bi-monthly, and the

Archives, published monthly. The Chicgo Medical

Journal has passed into the hands of W. B. Keen
& Cooke as publishers, and is changed from a semi-

monthly to a monthly. It is now one of the neatest

journals on our table. Drs. J. Adams Allen &
Walter Hay are still the editors. We hope the

improvement in the journal will extend to the edi-

torial pages. Cannot the editors get a better term

than " Loot " for their extracts from other journals ?

Dr. E. Gailard, we are glad to observe, promises

a reform in his excellent journal, the Richmond and

Louisville Medical Journal, in the matter of per-

sonalities, which are to be left out hereafter. Will

the Nashville Journal follow so good an example?

We would suggest to Dr. Gaillard one other

change, and that is of title. Can it not retain the

field without the "Richmond?"

Dr. E. H. M. Sell, an industrious and intelligent

physician of New York, has become editor of the

Physician and Pharmaceutist. He manages to

get an immense amount of information into it

—

though it is painfully mixed up with advertise-

ments. Better separate them.

A new journal comes to us from Oregon

—

The
Medical and Surgical Reporter—a very unfortunate

name, for within the past twenty years almost as

many journals have taken that name, and all but

one have " gone dead." We hope better things of

this particular journal, which is published by the

medical faculty of Willamette University. There

is the error. Cut it loose, and let it not be tied

down to represent any special interest ! Dr. E. K.

Fiske is editor. It is published monthly, at Salem,

at $4 a year.

It is proposed to start in Dublin, Ireland, a new
weekly medical journal of high character. We ex-

pect to effect an arrangement with it which will be

greatly to the advantage of our readers who may
desire a good foreign medical journal.

A Hard Case.

The stupidity and ignorance of Coroner's juries

is proverbial. But they have not always been ma-
levolent as well, as it seems to us was the case with

a jury in New York recently. Dr. Marvin S.

Buttles, a well-known physician of that city, and
Professor of Obstetrics in the New York University,

was called on to operate on a man for hemorrhoids,

without fee, or hope of pecuniary reward, but purely

in charity.

He took with him his assistant, intending to ad.
minister chloroform. Before doing so, however,
and while turning the patient in bed, he died.

Mary McGrath, a daughter of the deceased, testified

that on returning home from work she met Dr. But-
tles, and was informed by him that her father was
dead. She asked if he had taken chloroform, and
the doctor replied that he bad not. After death,
Dr. Buttles gave a certificate that death had resulted

from dysentery and general debility. Dr. Buttles
testified positively that he gave the patient no chlor-

oform. Dr. Thos. C. Finnell and other physicians
made a post-mortem examination of the body ©f
deceased, and found that he had died of syncope.
His heart, liver, and other internal organs were
very much diseased, and death would have followed
from the slightest cause. The jury rendered a ver-

dict " that the deceased came to his death from syn-
cope, whether from the administration of chloro-

form or not, from the testimony the. jury are unable
to determine. We consider Dr. Buttles deserving of
censure for falsifying certificate of death."

Vulgar Errors.

That distinguished physician, Sir Thomas Brown,
wrote a curious treatise, which he entitled " Vulgar
Errors." In spite of our boasted enlightenment he

might largely increase his volume did he live to-day.

Dr. Paul F. Eve has recently£delivered an"intro-

ductory lecture on the same subject, containing most

just strictures of the ignorance of the public in med-
ical matters. It is entitled " A Consideration of
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some of the many Popular Errors in regard to Med-

icine and Medical Practitioners," and is reprinted

in pamphlet form from the Medical Archives. We
wish it could be distributed and read by the thou-

sands as it is time that the ridiculous paragraphs

about swallowing snakes, sleeping girls and mirac-

ulous operations and cures, were discarded by an

intelligent press.

Soft Syphilitic Node.

In the Lancet for March 27, 1889, p. 429, it is

stated that at the Middlesex Hospital a lad had just

been admitted, under Dr. Murchison, whose

wrist, at a casual glance, would suggest the idea of

acute rheumatism. But, examined carefully, it is

found that there is a puffy swelling above, not in,

the joint. It is elastic and painless, and the move-

ments of the digital tendons are not affected by it.

On his sternum, in the right posterior triangle, and

on the right shin, are similar swellings, and eight

months ago he had one on the head. Syphilis ac-

knowledged nine months ago, followed in three or

four weeks by great headache, and appearance of

the node. He has had spots, and some, but not

severe, sore-throat.

Women at Clinics in New York.

Our New York correspondent writes : " In New
York the medical students are much more gallant

than their brethren in Philadelphia. They permit

the female students to be present at all the cliniques

without any manifestation of unpleasantness ; and
occasionally we have seen a flirtation carried on by
way of comparing notes. Of course this is excep-

tional, but none the less a fact."

The Sanitary Influence of Sunlight.

Dr. John H. Griscom, of New York, delivered

a lecture recently in New York on this topic. He
treated the subject with ability, and in such manner
as deeply to interest his audience. Such a lecture

deserves to be heeded in New York with its narrow

streets, tall houses and cellar population of 20,000.

Vaccine Virus.

Will some of our readers send us some vaccine

virus immediately. They must co-operate with us

in order to enable us to keep up an exchange for the

accommodation of the profession.

Personal.

Dr. H. Knapp, late Professor in the University of

Heidelberg (Germany), and now of New York, has

been constituted an honorary member of The O.

M. Society, No. 1, of JBellevue Hospital Medical

College.

Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.

Life Insurance.
Eds. Med. & Surg. Reporter :

Some twenty years ago I was overtaken by a pecu-

niary disaster that almost reduced me to absolute

poverty, recovering from which my mind was di-

rected to the subject of Life Insurance, then in its in-

ancy, with little experience by those controling it—its

premiums high, and its policies full of restrictions

and other objectionable features, now entirely done

away with—I, however, became convinced of its

value and availed myself of its advantages. The
more I studied its workings the better satisfied I be-

came, and since that period have been an earnest

worker, both professionally and otherwise, in ad-

vancing its interests. What I say, therefore, is the

result of an unusual experience, and as I speak of

that which I know I should be entitled to a candid

hearing.

Companies may be imposed on by unprincipled

agents, some medical men may have distorted facts

and given false certificates, but the companies ought

not to be blamed for this, as they endeavor to pro-

cure the best talent possible ; this their own protec-

tion would dictate ; but if an improper person is

sometimes selected by an unscrupulous agent it is

soon discovered, and I have known them to be

promptly discharged. It is a matter to be deplored

that such men get into the. profession, but until a

higher standard is required for admission we will

have to submit to the disgrace—the same class are

to be found in the legal, and the clerical is not

exempt.

I have said that most of the restrictions have been,

abolished ; this holds good with nearly all the older

companies, and all those organized during the last

few years. As they have obtained experience they

have become more liberal, so that at the present

time I venture to affirm the advantages are alto-

gether in favor of the assured. The contract of in-

surance has obligations on both sides. If you pay

the premium for one or two years' insurance, and
have lived through the term, you have received an

equivalent for your money, and the contract is ended,

just as in a contract for the rent of a house. If you

failed to pay your landlord at the expiration of the

time agreed on you certainly could not claim the

privilege of remaining in his house, and I cannot,

for the life of me, see upon what ground you can

claim either your money or a longer continuance of

the policy if you failed to pay your premium, or

otherwise fulfil your contract. With this view of

the question I fail to see the unfairness or injustice

you refer to. But this is not all. Companies do not

forfeit policies if they ar3 notified in a reasonable
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time ; it is their interest to keep them alive ; but if

a person neglects to attend to the matter until

months after his payment is due it is his own fault

if the risk is marked off.

A company would make a very sorry exhibit to

keep liabilities in force, long after it failed to receive

the sum upon which its payment at maturity is

based. If your clerical friend is in possession of an

endowment policy, upon which he has paid two or

more premiums, he can suffer no loss by its aban-

donment, unless by his own utter neglect, as I know
of no company in the United States, that will not

cheerfully give him a paid up policy for an equitable

proportion of the full amount of his policy. I say

further that no person insured, need lose one dollar

by said insurance, in case misfortune rendered him

unable to pay the premium, unless by his own ne-

glect, as the majority of companies will give him its

surrender value in money, or its equivalent in a

paid up policy. There may be apparent unfairness

in some cases, but the vast and beneficent advan-

tages to all classes, and especially to physicians, so

greatly outweigh them as to render them scarcely

appreciable.

The system is based upon fixed and permanent

natural laws, and in many States, to proper legisla-

tive restriction and supervision. Especially New
York and Massachusetts. No other investment can

be more secure. It is one, if not the leading monied

institution of our country, and I am fully satisfied

that none are better managed—there is no class of

men more intelligent, or more devoted to their duties

than our life insurance officers—they have grave re-

sponsibilities, and they meet and discharge them in

the spirit of right and justice.

I have been insured for many years and of course

paid a lar^e sum of money in premiums, yet the

solid satisfaction and comfort I have derived there-

from, when prostrated by sickness—in the know-
ledge that my family would be well provided for, in

the event of my decease, has been a full compensa-

tion for all the money expended.

I might go further into the details of the various

forms of insurance, giving you a history of the va-

rious mortality tables—the rates of interest adopted

by various States, by which you would fully under-

stand the difference in the value of assets, etc., etc.,

but I am admonished by your remarks, that these

are questions you do not wish to discuss.

In conclusion, however, as you have mentioned

the name of one company, as well as its chief medi-

cal officer, I beg to say a few wo ds in reference to

them. I know Dr. Derby well, who, though he

may be given to fine or extravagant writing when
speaking of his own company, is none the less a

well educated physician, well and favorably known
to the profession in New York. He is a prudent

and very careful officer, and a gentleman under all

circumstances, and I regret to see him so unfairly

criticised in my favorite medical journal. The Knick~

erbocker, with which he is connected, is one of the

oldest life institutions in the country, well and
favorably known throughout its whole extent. It is

prompt and liberal in the payment of its losses, as

many families in this city can testify.

Philada., 11th mo., 13th, 1869. Vindex.

The Intestinal Tube.

Eds. Med. and Surg. Reporter :

Dr. Hays' article in No. 662 of Medical and
Surgical Reporter, on the use of the long tube

in colic, hernia, etc., was well timed—a process

which is so perfectly safe and effectual as far as we
can judge. It is strange it is so neglected. Per-

haps because it takes so much time, and is not safely

used, except by a physician. The great point, I

think, is to pass constantly a stream from the tube

ahead of its own passage. The bougie can be
passed, by the pressure of the thumb and finger in

this manner, but occasional rotation backward and
forward must be made. I have often introduced it

the whole length, or over two feet, by pressing it in

this manner, a good warming in hot water and oil-

ing being premised. I give you three cases

:

July, 1869. John B.
,
thirty-four

;
healthy ;

had no evacuation, by his account, for five days

;

free vomiting and tympanitis in great pain ; salts,
||

oil, cath. pills, and injections had been tried by the

family to no purpose. Gave morphia gr. |, calomel

grs. x, immediately, in a few moments, passed long

tube very easily, patient lying on left side, injecting

fluid ext. belladonna gj., water Oiv., oil of turpen-

tine ^j. M. ; retained ten minutes ; repeated, varied

by salt and water, and air six times in 24 hours.

No result. Cal., camph. and opii pill every four

hours. Seventh day, morning, pulse 120 ; great pain

and enlargement of abdomen with tenderness, ster-

coraceous vomitiug, etc.; patient calls loudly for the

injection. Gave belladonna, turpentine, etc., as at

first ; not retained more than fifteen minutes ; wind
passes freely, and a little dissolved foecal matter, and

a slight color not noticed before ; better at night

;

quieted by a pill of ext. belladonna gr. j., cal. gr. ij.

every two hours; vomiting still very offensive.

Morning of the eighth day copious stools, and well.

October, 1869. Wm. S
,
fifty-four, machinist

;

spare and nervous ; had been under the care of a

noted quack for two days ; bowels had not moved
for a week ; is subject to colic, he says ;

pulse 104

and weak, and constant vomiting, stercoraceous,

caused by podophillin in part, I think, and injections

of lobelia, and general quaking ad nauseum ; car-

bolic acid grs.'ij., calomel grs. xv., syrup f.^ij. M., was

given; hypodermic injection over stomach, morph.
gr. |. Injections with long tube from stomach pump
as before; pulse weak, 118; abdomen very full and

hard ; tongue brown and dry ; vomits a pint of foe-
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cal matter every half hour
;
morphia \ gr. given at

eleven has procured at once ease, but no sleep in

the night; ext. belladonna, ext. hyosciamus aa$j.,

calomel J}ij; pills xv. ; one every two hours, and injec-

tions of water and turpentine as before. 8 o'clock

P. M., and the ninth enema procured free passage.

November. I. L
,
nineteen, machinist

;
strong,

healthy; two months ago attended him with colic of

three days standing, removed by common treatment.

Friday, Nov. 5th, ate a pint of raw chestnuts, bow-

els had not moved, however, in two days before

;

took common pills, salts, and oil with no results.

Saw him on the 7th, pulse 100, skin dry and hot

—

tongue coated— had vomited slightly; calomel,

camph., aa. grs. x ; make 10 pills; one every two

hours, ordinary injections, salt and water. 8th,

about the same, easier, but injections bring nothing ;

pills continued. Long tube used four times, once

air, which distended the abdomen and gave much
pain ; others, salts, belladonna, turpentine, etc., as

before. Piles painful, but the bougie did not pain

him in passing, only he said it made his " belly feel

queer." Fcecal vomiting once at night—two quarts,

terribly offensive—no result. Pills continued. 0th

day, pulse 118, abdomen distended and painful.

Tube passed, injection of smoking tobacco, 5] to

Oij, prostrated him very much, but gave no relief.

Foecal vomiting continued
;
gave hyosciamus and

belladonna pill, as before, every three hours. Four

enemas of turp. oil and water given ; no action, but

kept easy with the pills and hot fomentations, which

were freely used in this and the other cases. 10th

day, Dr. W. Nask saw the case with me, recom-

mended ol. tiglii ; three pills given, 1| drops in each,

retained for two hours, and rejected by stercorace-

ous vomiting. Pulse 115, tongue darkly coated

;

cal., eamph. and opium pills, every two hours. Dover

powders, grs. xij, every 6th hour , urine passes more

freely. 11th. Pulse, etc., not changed; pills, etc,

continued. The long injections gave great relief to

the immense tympanitic distension ; tube passes the

whole length to the pump itself, with no difficulty.

Injection of turp. oil and water does the best ; two

or three lumps, size of a marble, and some shreds,

came away. 12th. Pulse 120, abdominal pain and

swelling great ; no fcecal vomiting for 12 hours.

Full warm bath ordered, with hop foments ; 4 long

enemas given as before. Injecting pipe at last would

not pass more than 10 inches. Dover powders, grs. x,

calomel grs. iij, every three hours
;
sleeps but little,

breath short and distressing. 13th. Morning, looks

better, had some sleep, pulse 105, distension great,

but feels easier, some small lumps of dejection once

;

treatment continued
; 4, p. m., had three copious,

offensive stools ;
feels, he says, well, and recovered

enough to travel on the 15 th.

I make the following suggestions : the tube I

think passes easier with the patient on the left side,

half passed, then turned over on the back
;
manipu-

lations are apt if much used to stimulate peristatsis,

and force away the injection. I use the longest

tube, the larger the bulb the safer. I use Dr. Hays"
formula, omitting the egg, in preference to any oth-

er, and allow the rectal part of the injection—when
the pipe is passed higher—to pass by its side. The
belladonna pill I like best, only all extracts I can get
are found uncertain. Most of the cases I have seen
were without any discoverable tumor, and the lo-

cality of the obstruction uncertain. I think the last

was one intussusseption. I have no doubts on the
safety or passage high up of the tube, as it is not pain-
ful generally, and I have traced the bulb with my
fingers high up in the colon. The only resistance

of any consequence is at the sphincter ani which
may deceive the operator.

H. L. W. Bubkitt, M. D,
Bridgeport, Conn.

Selling Diplomas.

Eds. Med. and Surg. Reporter :

In the September (25th) number of the Re-
porter there was a note in regard to the selling of
diplomas by some medical college of Philadelphia.

It seems that a morning paper had made the charge,

but had not designated the institution. Now, sir, I

have in my possession the evidence to prove that the
" Philadelphia University of Medicine and Surgery"

js engaged in the above business. If they deny the

charge I will produce the proof if you will publish

it. Respectfully,

J. T. Davis, M. D.
: Laconia, Indiana, Nov. 22, 1809.

The Sewing Machine.

Eds. Med. and Sueg. Reporter :

Much has been said and written lately in regard

to the injurious effect of sewing machines upon the

health of women. Every physician of extensive

practice in diseases of women, has no doubt la-

mented that so useful a labor-saving machine should
be the cause of so much suffering and disease.

The constant concussion of the present motion,,

as it is communicated to the spine and pelvic gan-
glia, lays the foundation of many grave disorders of

those parts, and aggravates all diseases of a nervous

origin.

The excellent article in your last journal reminded
me of what I intended to have done long ago, had it

not been for the modesty of the inventor, that is to

call the attention of physicians, to a simple alteration

of the motive power of sewing machines, perfected

after patient trial, and patented by Mr. Charles

Richardson^ of Auburn, N. Y., and which can be

attached to nearly all the machines now in use at a
reasonable cost.

This power is obtained by a simple oscillating mo-
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tion of the legs below the knees—the feet being held

in shoe stirrups. There need be but the slightest

motion above the knees, and none of the hips.

This improvement has been thoroughly tested in

this (city, and is coming into general use here,

much to the comfort and satisfaction of those who

constantly use a machine.

Edward Hall, M. D.,

|

Auburn, JS
T

. F., Nov. 15M, 1809.

News and Miscellany.

Adulterating Liquors.

An exchange says that there may be seen daily

on Chestnut street, Philadelphia, a man clad in

faultless apparel, with a great diamond upon his

breast, vainly endeavoring to outglitter the magni-

ficent solitaire upon his finger. In a German uni-

versity he learned chemistry, and not even Liebig

knew it better. His occupation is the mixing and

the adulteration of liquors. Give him a dozen casks

of deodorized alcohol, and the next day each of

them will represent the name of a genuine wine or a

popular spirit. He enters a wholesale drug store,

bearing a large basket on his arm. Five pounds of

Iceland moss are first weighed out to him. To

raw liquor this imparts a degree of smoothness, of

oleaginousness, that gives to imitation brandy the

glibness of that which is best matured. An astrin-

gent called catechu, that would almost close the

mouth of an inkstand, is next in order. A couple

of ounces of strychnia (nux vomica?) next called

for, are quickly conveyed to the vest pocket, and a

pound of su'phate of zinc (white vitriol) is as silently

placed in the bottom of the basket. The oil of cog-

nac, the sulphuric acid, and other articles that give

fire and body to the liquid poison, are always kept

in store. These things are the staples of his art, and

the mixer buys them at different places. Chemis-

try alone discovers the cheat. Among drinkers the

question is asked with alarm, "Have we Bourbon

among us ?"

Cocculus Indicus, sulphate of iron (copperas),

and other articles, that we hare not time to enume-

rate, could have been added to the above list.

Food of Chinese Laborers.

At a recent sitting of the Vienna Society of

Physicians, Dr. Herzfelder read a paper from Dr.

Scherzer, of the Austro-Asiatic expedition, dated

from Pekir, giving information about the so-called

"Toa-Fu." The Chinese prepare from pounded

leguminous plants, with which gypsum and water

are mixed, a food (Toa-Fu) which resembles

clotted milk, and which, when cooked, is eaten

every day by the working classes. A laborer there

earns daily about five cents, gold, and is fed by his

employer. The workman receives in the morning

a soup of Toa-Fu, rice and root vegetables ; at mid-

day, root vegetables, rice and beans ; and at night,

farinaceous food, root vegetables and rice, all of

which do not cost over six or seven cents per day.

The New York Academy of Medicine.

The twenty-second anniversary of the Academy
of Medicine, New York, was held at the College of

Physicians on the evening of October 11th. The
address was delivered by the President, Gotjvbe-

neur M. Smith, M. D. In the course of his re-

marks he said

:

" Of the thirteen Fellows who have presided over
it since its inception in 1846, nine have been gather-

ed to their fathers; and it is a noteworthy fact,

strongly disproving the frequent assertion that med-
ical science tends to materialism and infidelity, that

they ail died rejoicing in Christian faith and hope.
Since the last anniversary death has also removed
from the Academy, O'Reilly, Enos, Stevens and
Guilford, ' men who would have adorned any call-

ing, and of whom the profession has reason to be
proud.' "

Intemperance.

De. Druitt, of London, finished an address be-

fore the Health officers recently with the following

conclusion.—1. That the secret drinkers, for the

most part, may be restored by kind medical treat-

ment. 2. That public drinking can only be put

down by improved public opinion, education, and
circumstances. 3. That every possible restriction

be put upon the sale of spirits, especially on Sun-

days, and that power be given to the ratepayers to

veto the establishment or licensing of public-houses.

4. That habitual drunkards be encouraged to be-

come teetotallers. 5. That the teetotal system ope-

rates beneficially, not by the pledge, which is often

broken, but by the system of lectures and other

means of moral and theological excitement. 6. That

it were wise policy to provide rational amusement

and wholesome refreshment at cost price for the

masses. 7. That open drunkards be punished.

8. That drunkenness, together with the lesser forms

of insanity, extravagance, gambling, betting, vio-

lence of temper, and other ruinous indulgences be

subject to a Court of Chancery (?) at the instance

ofthe persons on whom the care and maintenance

ofsuch drunkard, gambler, etc., would fall in the

event of ruin. 9. That open drunkards be punished,

and houses in which drunkenness is permitted be

shut up. 10. That the common education of all

classes is defective in moral teaching, and in train-

ing in the practice of abstinence.

A mother who was frightened some months
back at seeing a wagon run over a dog, gave birth

to a child, in Medina county, Ohio, a few days ago,

with one hand shaped like a dog's paw.
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A telegram from San Francisco announces

the death of Dr. Frank Hamilton in that city on

Friday, the 5th instant. The sad intelligence will

be read with mingled sorrow and regret, not only

by the bereaved family, but by his many friends

in New York. He was the son of Dr. Frank H.

Hamilton, the celebrated surgeon and professor at

Bellevue, in New York city. He was a young

man of more than ordinary ability. He graduated

at Union College, and soon after was appointed a

First Lieutenant in a New York regiment. He
served with distinction in the Army of the Potomac,

resigned this position toward the end of the Rebel-

lion, and entered business in California.

The weather for October, as recorded at the

Pennsylvania Hospital, varied trom 79° Fahrenheit

on the 2d, to 34° on the 3ist. Fifteen days were

clear and seven rainy, with very heavy rain on the

4th, and the remaining nine days were cloudy and

variable. October 3d was the occasion of the heav-

iest and most widely extended freshet ever known
in the Middle States and New England. At Spring-

field, Mass., 8 inches of rain fell, and in New York
?

4.21 inches.

A Femai.e Medical School for natives has

recently been established at Bareilly, India, under

the charge of Dr. Corbyn and Baboo Gungar
Pershad. The female students, it is asserted, have

shown great quickness and aptitude for the art of

medicine, and have made surprising progress. The
founders of the school have made application for aid

from the Government, in order to carry on the

institution on a larger scale.

" Professor," said a student in pursuit ofknow-
ledge concerning the habits of animals, " why does

a cat, while eating, turn her head first one way and

then another?" "For the reason," replied the

Professor, " that she cannot turn it both ways at

once."

Dr. Wm, Bell, a well known physician of

Xenia, died on the 11th utt., at the age of seventy,

wanting eighteen days. He was a native of Penn-

sylvania, but had lived in Green county, since 1810.

Army and Navy News.

The TJ. S- Navy Medical Department.

The Medical Gazette gives the following copy of a

letter repudiating the statements made by Surgeon

K. Pinkney, before the American Medical Associa-

tion at New Orleans, in May last, generally signed

by the Medical Officers of the U. S. Navy, and dated

July, 1869.

" Lest a false impression may be created by Sur-
geon Pinkney's statement, made to the American
Medical Association, at its annual meeting held at
New Orleans, La., in May last, that the Medical
corps was never placed on a firmer basis than at the
present moment, the undersigned deem it proper to
say that, although Dr. Pinkney was detailed at his
own request to represent the Medical Corps on the
above mentioned occasion, they repudiate bis wrhole
speech in letter and spir it, because it is not an expo-
sition in any degree of the views of the corps. And
they declare that the Medical Officers of the Navy
are thoroughly dissatisfied with the position to which
they have been recently reduced, and that they are
alarmed at the still further reduction proposed in the
bill of Senator Grimes, even with those modifica-
tions which Dr. Pinkney states would render it accep-
table to him ; and therefore they invoke riongress to
secure them by law a just position or rank, with its

correspomling privileges and immunities, in the naval
service."

It may be interesting and significant to add that

the above mentioned statements of Dr. Pinkney

have been published by the Llne
y
and are industri-

ously and extensively circulated to give the false im-

pression that the Medical Staff is content with its

humiliated position—and also, that Dr. Pinkney, by
order of the Navy Department, is engaged in in

spectmg the hospitals of Europe.

OBITUAEY,

C. G. Stbdman, M.D.

On Thursday evening, October 28th, the O. M. Society
of Bellevue Hospital Medical College met for the purpose
of transacting their usual routine of business, which hav-
ing Deen disposed of, Doctor Edward C. Harwood, the
President, announced the death of C. G. Stedrnan, M. D.,
a former Secretary , and alluding to his past career, spoke
of the high estimation in which the deceased gentleman
had been held by all who knew him. On motion it was
unanimously
Resolved, That a committee be appointed to draft suit-

able resolutions, and Doctor McDonald, of the Kings
County Hospital, was requested to prepare a eulogy which
was read at the last session of the society, together with
the annexed resolutions.
Whereas, The O- ^E. Society No. l,of Bellevue Hospi-

tal Medical College have heard of the demise of Dr. C.
G. Stedrnan, a former Secretary of this organization, a
gentleman esteemed for his many valuable qualities as a
man, student and practitioner.

Resolved, Therefore that we recognize in the death of
our former associate a loss to the Profession at large, and
while bowing to the will of Providence, beg leave to

condole with his bereaved family.
Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions expressive

of our own feelings upon this sad occasion be entered on
the records of the society, and a copy sent to one or more
Medical Journals for publication, and to his wife and
familv-

Kobt. Tatlor, )

C. F. MaoDomald, M. D.,> Committee.
S. JS. Lto, M. D., )

Eulogy—Bt C. F. MacDc-nald, M. D.

Mr. President and Fellows of the 0. M. Society:

We have assembled here to-night upon an occasion of

extreme yet saddened interest. The lact of death itself

even among Gur own prottsbion who necessarily see so

much of it, generates in the heart peculiar emotions. It

is a fact that calls up the most serious reflections. Let it

invade our circles in whatever manner it may, it casts a
dark, deep shadow and leaves its vestige of sadness. This
shadow steals down upon us, and like the black wing of

the eclipse, shuts out the sunlight.

The information of the sudden demise of our highly
esteemed brother, Dr. Chas. G. Stedrnan, thousands of

miles removed from us across the green prairies of the



37° News and Miscellany

.

[Vol. xxi.

far West, reaches us and easts about lis its black shadow,
a shadow not like that of the eclipse, soon to pass on, but
a shadow that in some circles and in some hearts cannot
be lifted this side of the eternal world.
'• Our brother whose loss we mourn to-night, was well
known to many of us here, and a few words regarding
some of the important events of his life may prove of in-
terest.

Dr. S edinan was the third son and fourth child of the
late Gen. Wm. Stedman, of Randolph, Ohio, and was
born in that town October 13th, 1845, and was in the 24th
year of his age. Up to March, 1864 his life possessed no
event of material interest not common to farmer lads.
In March, 1864, he entered the army as a private in the

Sixth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, was afterwards promoted
to the rank of 1st Lieutenant for faithful and meritorious
service, which rank he held until the close of the war,
when he was honorably discharged. After leaving the
army he taught in a public school in Ohio for one term,
and th^n completed his medical studies. He attended two
full courses of lectures at Bellevue Hospital Medical Col-
lege, and graduated in March, 1868, with the usual honors.
While attending lectures he became an active member of
the O. iE. Society, serving one full term as Secretary, and
the zeal, ability, punctuality and fidelity with which he
performed the duties of his office are beautifully charac-
teristic of that ardent devotion to duty and rectitude of
principle which characterized his short but useful career.
After graduating he was married to Miss Mollie Hamil-

ton, ot Randolph, an amiable woman, who now deeply
mourns his lcs<. In April, 1868, Dr. Stedman accepted
an appointim nt on the medical staff of Kings County
Hospital, Flaibush, L. I., where he remained until the
autumn of '68, when he returned to Ravenna, Ohio, to
enter into private practice as a partner o f Doctor A.
Belding, one of the best physicians in the State.
As a practitioner Dr. Stedman was remarkably success-

ful, and bid fair to become a bright star in the profession.
He performed one successful amputation of the lower ex-
tremity ; also a number of minor operations. He was
kind and attentive to his patients, and on account of his
many virtues won the love and esteem of all who knew
Mm. But his life of usefulness was soon cutshort. Early
in the spring of 1869 the occurrence ofcough, night-sweats,
haemoptysis and emaciation proved beyond a doubt that
that much dreaded malady, phthisis pulmonalis, had de-
veloped and established itself in his lungs. In the hope
of deriving some benefit from change of climate, he went
to Iowa in the latter days of June. Soon after arriving
there he experienced another severe attack of haemoptysis,
which reduced him very much in strength. After this he
Improved somewhat and removed to Shakopee, Minn., ap-
parently continuing to improve. On the afternoon of the
day of his death he rode for several hours, and expressed
himself to his wife as feeling almost well, but the amend-
ment was illusory. The flame leaped up ii the socket with
a sudden warning blaze to be the sooner extinguished.
But a few moments before he died he was taken with a
violent chill, rapidly followed bv another. A moment
more and a gentle warmth pervaded his body, and at 7.40
P. M., nature and his labors both exhausted, his beautiful
and gentle life ended in a death as gentle and beautiful.

" They thought him dying when he slept,
And sleeping when he died."

The remains were sent to the home of h's childhood, in
Randolph, for interment, and now lie quietly sleeping with
others of his kindred in the cemetery at that place.

Gone before us. O our brother,
To the spirit land !

Vainly look we for another
In thy place to stand.

Who shall offer youth and beauty
On the wasting shrine

Of a stern and lofty daty,
With a faith like thine ?

Early hath the spoiler found thee,
Brother of our love !

Autumn's faded earth around thee,
And its storms above

!

Evermore that turf lie lightly,

An 1 with future showers,
O'er thy slumbers, fresh and brightly.
Blow the summer flowers !

If the spirit ever cares,
From its journeying*, hack;

If the immortal ever traces
O'erite mortal track;

Wilt thou not, O brother, meet us
Sometimes on our way.

And, in hours of sadness, greet tut

As the spirit may ?

[Notices inserted in litis column gratis, and art. solicited
from all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tion s of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to a line.]

MAEEIED.

Beaver—Patterson.—Nov. 17th, at the residence of
the bride's parents by the Rev. C. Mcllvaine, R. Beaver,
M. D., and Mollie E. Patterson, both of Norristown, Pa.

Ireiand—Db Forest.—On November 16th, 1889, atthe
Centre Church, New Haven, Conn., by Rev. Dr. Bacon,
Mr. Joseph Ireland, of Cleveland, Ohio, and Miss Mary
De Forest, daughter of Dr. Wm. B. De Forest, of New
Haven.

Keiter—Boots—In Csesar's Creek township, Green
county, O., November 14th, at the residence of Mrs. E.
Boots, by Rev. Ell Kirk, Dr. Edward F. Keiter and Mias
Marot Boots.

Knight—Maelatt On the 3d inst., near New Hamp-
ton, N. J., by the Rev. John B. Kugler, M. D. Knight, M.
D. , of Little York, and Mary A., only daughter of Paul
Marlatt, Esq..

Mahon—Smith—Nov. 18th, at St. Luke's Church, Ger-
mantown,bythe Rev. John Rodney, J. Alexander Mahon,
M. D., of Camden, N. J., and Mary Bringhurst, daughter
of the late C. Augustus Smith, of Cincinnati.

Metzgar—Lloyd—On Oct. 28th, at the Presbyterian
Church, by Rev. D. Harbison, assisted by Revs. J. S.
Hawk and P. S. Jennings, Dr. L. R. Metzgar, of East
Liberty, and Miss Jennie M., daughter ot David Lloyd,
Esq., New Salem, Westmoreland county, Pa.

McCormick—Woods.—On Tuesday, November 16th,

at the residence of the bride's parents, by the Rev. Geo.
Marshall, D. D., John C. McCormick, M. D., of Mt.
Washington, Pa., and Miss Ada M., only daughter of
John Woods, Esq., of Bethel, Pa.

Noonan—Thomas On Nov. 9th, by the Rev. Dr. John
Foley, of St. Martin's Church, Baltimore, Dr. F. H. Noo-
nan, of Covington, Ky., aud Fanny, daughter of L. M.
Thomas, Esq., of Frederick City, Maryland.

Tucker—Fraziee.—On Nov. 11th, at the residenee of
the bride's mother, at Point Isabel, by the Rev. Silas

Bennett, Dr. W. E. Tucker, graduate of the Medical Col-
lege of Ohio, and Miss Annie Frazier, all of Clermont
county, O.

Treadwell—Clement.—By Rev. Patterson, Oct. 26th*
at the First Methodist Church, Memphis, Tenm, Dr. JT*

C. Treadwell. of Swan Lake, Arkansas, and Miss P.W
Clement, of the former place.

DIED.

Garrison.—Near Woodville, Tenn., Oct. 15th, Armor
Garrison, youngest son of Dr. J. B. Garrison and Gulaar©
Garrison, aged 16 months and 2 days.

Lee.—At the residence of his son-in-law, J. Edwin Oo-
nant, at Elizabeth, N. J., Dr. Edward S. Lee, aged TT
yaars.

Newell.—At Imlaystown, N. J., on the 22d of Nov.,
William D. Newell, M. D., in the 46th year of his age.

Read.—On Nov. 23d, at Mount Holly, N. J., Elizabe*
Grandin. wife of Dr. Z. Read and daughter of the late

William Wuxtz, of Trenton, N. J.

METEOROLOGY.
NOV. 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21.
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE EFFECTS OF
ELECTRIC CURRENTS UPON THE
LIVING TISSUES, AND UPON

NUTRITION.

By MM. Legros et Onimus.

Translated by J. Solis Cohen, M. D., of Philadelphia.

CHAPTER II.

CHEMICAL EFFECTS OF CURRENTS.

L

The chemical actions which electric currents

produce consist principally of decompositions.

These decompositions depjnd upon the num-
ber and the size of the elements of the pile,

and they are subject to the laws discovered by
Faraday.

Organic substances are decomposed by cur-

rents, and may be thus separated into their

immediate principles. Davy, passing a very

energetic current upon a laurel leaf, found

hydrocyanic acid at the positive pole, and a

mixture of chalk, resin, and green coloring

matter at the negative pole. Messrs. Conerbe

and Pelletier have been able in this way to

separate the morphia of a solution of opium.

Upon muscles detached from the body and

submitted for several days to a strong current,

there has been obtained at the positive elec-

trode sulphuric, phosphoric, hydrochloric, and
azotic acids ; and at the negative pole, the

alkalies potassa, soda and ammonia.

Electric currents in traversing organic sub-

stances, decompose, then, the salts with which

they come in contact according to the ordinary

laws of electro-chemistry. This action has

been utilized, especially in surgery. We may,

in fact, and this is conceded a priori, decom-

pose the salts which are found in the tissues,

by means of currents sufficiently energetic,

and obtain at the positive pole a cauterization

due to the acids which present themselves

there, and at the negative pole a cauteriza-
tion made by the alkalies. The fact is readily
proved, for we obtain at the positive electrode
an eschar which reddens litmus paper, and
presents all the characteristics of cauteriza-
tion by acids, while at the negative electrode,
the eschar is soft and turns litmus paper blue.
The softness of this eschar may sometimes
(though very rarely) become a point of de-
parture for hemorrhage. It was so upon a

.

pigeon into whose encephalon we introduced
two needles through which we passed a cur-
rent for ten minutes, for we found atter death—
which occurred three hours subsequently to
the electrization—that the animal had "suc-

cumbed to a hemorrhage which had taken
place near the eschar of the negative pole.
The eschar produced by the positive pole, on
the contrary, was dry and bloodless.

Electrolysation has on many occasions been
employed in surgery. Mons. Ciniselli was the
first to call attention to this procedure. But,
as has been justly remarked by Mons. Nela-
ton, in most of the cases where M. Ciniselli

employed electrolysation, he might as well
have had recourse to the usual means at the
disposal of surgery.

It is necessary to have recourse to electro-

chemical cauterization, especially in cases
where other agents cannot be employed with
equal advantage, as has occurred with vascular
tumors, or with polyps located in the interior
of organs. Electrolytic cauterization is a
powerful means of destruction, the more that
the surgeon can limit its action at his plea-
sure. M. Nelaton has shown the utility of
this method and the mode of its employment
in the electroiization of naso-pharyngeal
polyps ; and in a note presented to the Acade-
mie des Sciences, he has concluded as follows

:

" A voluminous tumor, very vascular, giving
rise to hemorrhage at the slightest contact,
situated deeply within the pharynx and nasal
fossae ; a tumor which had been unsuccessfully

371
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attacked by the most energetic agents, has

been destroyed in six sittings by the implanta-

tion of two electrodes in its mass. This ope-

ration was made without effusion of blood,

and did not provoke more pain than was

easily endured. There was no untoward re-

action upon the encephalon ; and finally, the

destruction was circumscribed within the limits

imposed by the operator."

We may here add a remark useful to be re-

membered by physicians, and that is, that one

of the laws of electro-chemical decomposition

teaches us, that the quantity of substance de-

composed is proportionate to the quantity of

electricity which passes in a given time.

According to this law, the decomposition of

tissue obtained by electrolysis is the same

whether the extremities of the electrodes are

single , or composed of several portions. There-

fore if, as we have found by experiment, three

or four needles implanted in the flesh and com-

municating with the same pile give each, at

the end of five minutes, an eschar of a centi-

meter in extent, a single needle will furnish in

the same time an eschar of the extent of three

or four centimeters. There is no advantage,

therefore, at least as far as regards the quan-

tity of substance decomposed, in employing a

large number of needles communicating with

the same pole.

11.

It is necessary to remember, on the other

hand, that in electrolytic decomposition the

elements separated appear only at the surface

of the electrodes. The following experiment

made by Davy demonstrates this fact in a very

precise manner. Three vessels being united,

two by two, by a cotton wick saturated with

water, a solution of a natural alkaline salt was

placed in the vessel, and distilled water was

placed in the other two. The liquid of the

three vessels was colored with syrup of vio-

lets. When the current was established, the

liquid near the negative pole became colored

green, while the liquid at the positive pole

became colored red, showing that the base of

the salt went to the negative electrode, and

the acid to the positive electrode. The liquid

in the intermediate vase suffered no change of

color, although it had been traversed by the

acid in the base according lo the disposition of

the poles in the extreme vessels.

We have endeavored to profit by this trans-

portation of elements to the surface of the

electrodes, to augment the energy of electro-

[Vol. xxL

lytic cauterizations. It is evident that if we
introduce into the current a salt, such as the

iodide of potassium, the iodine will go to the

positive pole and the potassa to the negative

.

pole, where each one of these substances will

cauterize the surrounding tissues. We have,

in fact, produced this effect upon different ani-

mals, and have proved the presence of the
iodine by means of starch water. In other

experiments we have observed analogous phe-

nomena. Saturating sponges with a solution

of azotate of potassa, and using these sponges

as negative electrodes, we have been able to

prove, both by sight and very readily by odor,

a sufficiently abundant disengagement of azotic

acid at the platinum wire, which communicated
with the positive pole of the pile. This pla-

tinum wire ivas introduced under the skin, at

10 centimeters from the negative electrode,

in.

To demonstrate that the cauterization is

due solely to the presence of acids or alkalies

in the neighborhood of the poles, we have
placed carbonate of soda at the positive pole r

and a feeble acid, such as tartaric acid, at the

negative pole. Under these conditions there

had been some slight change in the transpa-

rence of the tissues, but an eschar had not

been formed. In a chemical point of view
the eschars produced by electrolysis are due
solely to the acids and to the alkalies which
are deposited at the electrodes, and will be
equally obtained in employing directly an acid

as a base.

But at the same time that the electric cur-

rents produce decomposition at the two poles,

they act physiologically upon the tissues

which they traverse, and if the eschars do not
present the characters which are obtained by
other acids and other alkalies, it is necessary
to remember with M. Ciniselli, u that the
chemical effects of the electric current are not

limited to the cauterization, but that they ex-

tend to the interior of the tissues ; that the

diminution of pathological tissues treated by
the chemical galvano-caustic is not propor-
tionate to the material destruction produced,
which is always greater, and continues some-
time after the falling of the eschar."

Mons. Scoutetten has likewise observed,

that in the treatment of hydrocele by electo-

lysis, more liquid disappeared than was de-

composed by the current. One portion, and
that the greater portion, is then absorbed, and
as the electric currents have a great influence

Communications
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upon the circulation and upon the phenomena
of endosmose and exosmose, it is not aston-

ishing that their action is not limited to the

^sole apparent decompositions.

IV.

The decomposition of metallic salts, and
the transportation of the elements to the

electrodes, have been utilized by Mons. Pcey,

to extract from the body metallic substances

which are retained in the organism. But,

although this application is just enough theo-

retically, it is impossible to employ it in prac-

tice. We do not reflect upon the small quan-

tity of the metal to be found in the body,

whether in saturnine poisoning, or in mercu-

rial poisoning. To remove these substances

from the organism it would be necessary to

employ a current of an intensity which would
be insupportable. Besides this, the metal

most largely distributed in the animal economy,

iron, would be equally drawn out, and the

remedy would thus be rendered worse than

the disease. MM. Pelikan and Sawilief, of

St. Petersburg, who have occupied themselves

a good deal with this subject, deny completely

this transportation of metals out of the organ-

ism.

This action of the electric current could be

utilized in legal medicine in cases of metallic

poisoning. We have made some researches

•on this subject, the most striking experiment

being one which produced the decomposition

of iodide of potassium. Whether administered

Internally, or injected beneath the skin, we
found evidence, at the end of some minutes,

of the presence of iodine at the positive pole

upon all portions of the body. Thus, for ex-

ample, upon a rat, almost immediately after

having injected several drops of a solution of

iodide of potassium under the skin, we passed

a current from 15 Remak elements, and in all

portions of the body starch water was blued

by the formation of iodine at the positive

pole. The colora/ion was the more rapid and

the more pronounced the nearer the poles

were approached to each other, or placed in

a very vascular locality. Upon the tail, for

example, it required a longer time before the

coloration appeared. It is thus evident that a

salt introduced into the organism may be de-

tected and decomposed by the electric cur-

rent; but many conditions, particularly the

solubility of the salt, develop great differences

• of effect.

v.

Electric currents, in traversing the blood,

determine its coagulation at the positive elec-

trode. The same occurs for all albumenoid
bodies. This property has been utilized by
Petrequin in the treatment of aneurism. We
need not indicate the operative procedure

;

but experience has shown that in order to co-

agulate the blood in the aneurismal sac, it is

necessary to employ tension of current and
not intensity. Mons. Ciniselli, who has made
a complete study of this subject (De la galvano-

puncture dans le traitement des anevrysmes de

Vaorte tJioracique)
,
always recommends the em-

ployment of the Voltaic pile, or an analagous

arrangement; that is to say, small couples and
without much intensity. " The pile of Volta,"
he says, " applied thirty times in twenty-one

aneurisms, gave fourteen cures and seven fail-

ures, in six of which there supervened inflam-

mation and gangrene of the aneurismal sac.

In these cases, the couples which composed
the pile had a large surface, and their number
was raised to 60 and even to 80, so that the

current produced vivid sparks. The intensity

was greater than what is necessary to obtain

coagulation of the blood. The piles of Wol-
laston, of Bunsen, of Daniel, of Senee (Linee ?)

applied twenty-eight times in nineteen aneu-

risms, produced eight cures and four failures.

Eleven of the cases suffered grave accidents

to which five succumbed, and in two the die-

ease remained aggravated."

—

(Gazette des hop-

iteaux 8 ami, 1869.)

CHAPTER III.

PHYSIOLOGICAL EFFECTS OF ELECTRIC CUR-
RENTS.

I.

Circulation. Interrupted Currents.—The in-

terrupted currents, as is easily to be proved to

the naked eye, in traversing the ear of the rab-

bit, or any other tissue, provided it be trans-

lucent, contracts the vessels, diminishing the

circulation, and even arresting it completely.

This arrest of the circulation is very well seen

under the microscope ; and we have varied the

experiments, in all sorts of manners, upon

cold-blooded, as well as upon warm-blooded

animals.

We have studied these phenomena at length,

in a previous work (*), and will only add here

some remarks in reference to particular facts.

In applying the continuous current upon

any region of the body, or upon a united nerve,

or upon the filaments of the sympathetic, we

intensity of the current, a contraction_of the

* Recherches experimental''s mr la circulation arterielle

(Journal d'Anat. et de Physiol., nv.meros de juillet et de Sep-
tembre, 1868).
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arterioles. But the same result did not occur

if the current acted upon an isolated sensitive

nerve ; in this case, instead of producing a con-

traction of the vessels, it determined a power-

ful congestion, and the vessels appeared di-

lated by the sanguinary contents.

II.

The law which we have pronounced in a

somewhat absolute fashion, that is to say that

interrupted currents contract the arterioles,

presents an exception, then, in cases where

the currents act solely upon sensitive nerves.

Thus, in electrizing with induced currents upon

the chorda tympani(Cl. Bernard), a considera-

ble augmentation of the circulation and the

secretion of the submaxillary gland was pro-

duced. Likewise, in expressing the auriculo-

temporal nerve and electrizing its central por-

tion (Schiff), a tumescence of the entire ear

resulted very promptly. Similar phenomena
take place in electrizing more of the sensitive

nerves that can be isolated (Loven). We
have examined the different theories to which

these facts have given rise, but at the point of

view in which we are engaged, it is only ne-

cessary to take account of the fact, whatever

may be its cause.

Electrization of the limbs by means of inter-

rupted currents traverse in general all the

parts; motor nerves and sympathetic nerves

are affected by the current as well as sensitive

nerves, and consequently the consecutive ef-

fect is a contraction of the vessels. It may
then be said, in a general manner, that inter-

rupted currents diminish the circulation, and
may even arrest it completely b}7 means of the

contraction of the arterioles.

Immediately after the electrization there is,

on the contrary, a dilatation and an augmenta-

tion of the circulation.

in.

There is, however, a method of electrization

in which we act upon the sensitive nerves

only, and that is when we electrize the skin

with dry electrodes, as with the metallic brush.

In this case the non-conductibility of the epi-

dermis (when it is not moistened) prevents the

electricity from penetrating to the interior of

organs. In fact, only the cutaneous sensitive

nerves are acted upon, and their excitation, as

does that of special and deep sensitive nerves,

produces a more active circulation and an ele-

vation of temperature. Messrs. Brown-Se-

quard and Lombard have observed ihat the

irritation of the cutaneous nerves determines,

in an active manner, an elevation of tempera-
ture in the limb irritated (*).

Induced currents, then, act upon the circu-

lation in an entirely different manner, accord-

ing to their mode of application. But, in the

case of cutaneous electrization, there is no
longer a special action of the electric current

:

the electricity acts more as an energetic mode
of irritation, easily managed. Pinchings,

frictions, etc., act in the same manner but in

less proportion.

Mons. Duchenne has proposed cutane-

ous electrization in neuralgia, and in cu-

taneous and muscular hyperesthesia. Ac-
cording to this physician, cuiane< us electriza-

tion, in determining a derivative pain, pro-

duces indirectly an anesthesia of the affected

nerve. This explanation is a little hypothet-

ical, the more so that it employs the term
derivation, of itself quite vague. We see

that irritation of the cutaneous sensitive

nerves determines an augmentation of the cir-

culation, and it is in this physiological fact

that we find the best explanation of the action

of derivative medicines
;
for, we repeat, in

cases where cutaneous electrization is followed

by success, we obtain equally good results

from frictures, the red hot iron rapidly passed

over the skin, vesicatories, etc. Mons. A*
Becquerel is perfectly right then when he
contends, in opposition to M. Duchenne, that

cutaneous electrization aids in neuralgias by
producing " a veritable capillary hyperemia,
which very probably plays its part in the dis-

placement of the neuralgic pains."

IV.

Continuous Currents.—Continuous currents

augment in general the circulation. We
have already cited the experiment made
by Humboldt upon himself. There is im-

perfectly distinguishable by the unaided

eye, a greater vascularity of the tissues i

and Remak insists much upon the dilata-

tion of the vessels which is perceived after

some length of application of the current.

Messrs. Robin and Hiffelsheim are the first

who have examined the circulation under the

microscope, and who have seen that the cir-

culation becomes augmented under the influ-

ence of continuous currents. We have made
numerous researches upon the subject, for we
consider it as essential and of fundamental
importance to thoroughly understand the ac-

tion of therapeutic agents upon the circula-

tory phenomena. The greater or less quan-

# Archives de Physiologic, novembrt—deceuibre, 1868.
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tity of blood in a tissue, its variations of ten-

sion and of movement, are the primary cause,

and often the only cause of pathological

r
troubles. There are, without doubt, certaiu

facts upon the interpretation of which we may
have deceived ourselves, and we would be the

first to dismiss systems and theories; but we
believe it very important to dwell upon the

fact which we have discovered, which relates

to the direction of the currents. The centrif-

ugal or descendant current dilates the vessels ; the

centripetal or ascendant current contracts the

vessels.

v.

"We have had occasion to observe several

pathological cases where this law has been

confirmed, and conducted us to very curious

results. We have seen, for example, in cases

of leucorrhoea, that the positive pole being

applied upon the lumbar region of the spine,

and the negative pole upon the neck of the

uterus, the secretion has been augmented;

while it has been instantaneously arrested, or

at least much diminished and for two or three

days, by placing the positive pole upon the

womb and the negative pole upon the lumbar

region. Many other cases have been equalty

instructive, but we do not wish to insist here

but upon one other among them, which ap-

pears to us more striking than all the others.

The following is the physiological experiment

which serves us as a point of departure :

(To be continued.)

A CASE OF CESAREAN SECTION.

By Joshua B. Graves, M. D..,

Of Corning, N. Y.

Reported by Charles M. Graves, M. D.

The 17th of Oct., 1855, Dr. J. B. Graves was

called to see, at 10 A. M., a Mrs. Bump, at

Centerville, now Corning, N. Y. She was

twenty-six years old ; married two years ; her

body of medium size : her arms and fore-

arms, her thighs and legs about the size of a

child of ten years, though rather more fleshy.

Her husband carried her about the country

exhibiting her as a great curiosity. She was,

exhibiting at Centerville when she was taken

in labor, Monday, October 13th. She had had

a number of medical advisers previous to

the 17th ; had had fourteen different physicians

to see her ; she was at this time under the

special care of a young physician of Corning.

On the morning of the day Dr. G. first saw

her he made an attempt to perform craniotomy ,

but without success. There were ten physi-

cians present when Dr. G. reached the house
;

he found her very much prostrated ; no labor

pains; pulse extremely feeble; external sur-

face extremely cold. On examination per

vaginam found the os partially open, easily di-

lated, the head of the child pressing firmly on

the brim of the pelvis in the right iliac fossa.

The waters were evacuated on Monday. The
pelvis was so narrow that it was with great

difficulty that the index finger could be passed

through it so as to determine the position of

the head. The face of thechild was turned to the

right iliac fossa. Dr. G. soon concluded that

the child could not be delivered alive or dead

by the vagina, and that mother or child could

only be saved by the Cesarean section. After

consultation it was determined to administer

stimulants and give the patient a few hours'

rest before attempting the operation. That
practice was commenced and the council ad-

journed until 3 o'clock, P. M. The patient

soon fell into a quiet and refreshing sleep
;

was aroused every half hour and stimulants

and tonics administered. At 3 o'clock reaction

was quite well established, and she had occa-

sionally slight labor pains at intervals of ten

or fifteen minutes.

We ascertained by auscultation that the

child was still alive, and that the moment for

operation, with any prospect of success, had

now arrived. Having made our preparations,

the patient was placed upon a couch—chloro-

form was administered, and, assisted by Dr.

Brown, of Addison, an incision was made in

the linea alba from two inches below the um-
bilicus down towards the symphisis pubis six

inches in length. The walls of the abdomen
were then retracted with two blunt hooks of

bent wire and firmly held by two assistants.

This brought the uterus into view, within

reach and of easy access. Dr. G. then steady-

ing the uterus with his left hand, with the right

hand made an incision through the walls of

the uterus, commencing in the centre of the

organ three inches from the fundus, cutting

carefully and slowly down toward the cervix,

four and one-half inches in length—deepened

the cut until he reached the cavity of the

womb, then retracting the walls of the uterus

with the fingers, the right leg of the child

was brought into view, and the child readily

and easily extracted and the cord ligated and

cut. The womb immediately contracted with

vigor, the placenta loosened with very little

hemorrhage and was removed through the



Communications. [Vol. xxi,

incision. The womb cow contracted so that
the incision was not over two inches in length,

and its sides appeared to be in perfect apposi-
tion. After sponging out the abdomen, Dr.

G. closed the incision with adhesive plaster,

sutures, and with a bandage over all. The
entire operation occupied but fifteen minutes.

The patient came out from the influence of

the chloroform and the operation without any
unpleasant effects, except that she was greatly

reduced. Ordered stimulants every half hour,

with a little rice water, and 1-4 of a grain of

morphia sulph. every 44lours. She rested well

that night (17th) and appeared well the next

day, the 18th. The stimulants were discon-

tinued ; the morphia and nourishment con-

tinued. The child, a boy weighing seven

pounds, was alive and well. The patient con-

tinued to gain, and appeared to be doing well

until the next Wednesday, the 22d. On the

morning of the 22d the physician who had

charge of the case supposed the bowels should

be moved, and administered a tablespoonful

of castor oil and a teaspoon ful of spirits tur-

pentine. One hour after the patient was in

great distress. Early in the afternoon Dr. G.

was called ; when he reached the place, found

her in extreme distress, complaining princi-

pally of pain in back and lower part of bowels

;

pulse small, frequent and irregular; counte-

nance, anxious ; no tenderness of abdomen;

no bloating of bowels. The wound of the ab-

domen looked healthy, and was rapidly heal-

ing. Ordered the morphia increased to half a

grain
;
injections of warm water in the rectum

and vagina; very little lochia came with the

injection from the vagina, and a very little

blood}7 mucus with the injection in the rectum.

Her distress continued with very little abate-

ment till Thursday, at 4 o'clock, when she died.

Friday, at 11 A. M., Dr. G. held a pott mor-

tem in the presence of a large number of phy-

sicians.

There was no apparent inflammation of the

peritoneum.

The incision through the abdominal walls,

in its entire length, had united, though the

union was not sufficiently strong to hold the

parts together after the removal of the liga-

tures. The process of healing was going on

ver}' well, and had advanced as far as could be

expected in so short a time. The incision

through the uterus was m a similar condition.

There was an accumulation of lochia iu the

cervix uteri, and a slight oozing therefrom

through the lower part of the' incision. The

mouth of the womb was so nearly closed tha

but little lochia passed into the vagina. The \

vagina was much inflamed, and there were i

three holes through the posterior wall near

the os. There were three wounds through i

the rectum extending through the anterior l

and posterior walls. There were three wounds
in the sacrum, near its junction with the lum-
bar vertebra. There was extravasated blood

between the rectum and the sacrum, and also

some pus, though not a large quantity. The
parts from the promontory of the sacrum to

the cervix were in a high state of inflammation.

The physician who attempted to perforate the

head of the child must have mistaken the pro-

montory of the sacrum for the head. The
wounds in the sacrum seemed to indicate that

the perforator entered the sacrum, and was
then opened. Such was the deformity of the

pelvis that that mistake was very easy to

make. The antero-posterior semi-pubic or

conjugate diameteivof the pelvis was one inch.

The lateral transverse or iliac diameter mea-
sured five and one-half inches from a point

midway between the promontory of the

sacrum, and the sacro-iliac junction to the

ramus of the pubis on the same side, measured

one inch and one-eighth. The anteropos-

terior diameter of the inferior strait was six

inches These measurements were made
after a careful dissection of the pelvis before

it was dried.

A very interesting question now arises.

What was it caused the death of this woman ?

Was it the operation, or was it the treatment

she received before the operation ? or both

combined? Had we known what had been
done previous to the operation, could the fatal

result have been avoided ? Was death caused

by the violent inflammation in the pelvis? If

so, why did not the s}-mptoms manifest them-

selves before the oil and turpentine were ad-

ministered? Did the morphia hold the inflam-

mation in abeyance until the cathartic was
given ? If the inflammation had been active

all this time, why did it not form pus and an

abscess. The pelvis was stolen from Dr. G.'s

office before he had time to examine it, and

determine to what extent the wounds of the

sacrum had injured it, if any. Did the ad-

ministration of the oil and turpentine produce

death? Why was there such violent inflam-

mation about the vagina and rectum and the

! sacrum, and only adhesive inflammation about

|
the incisions through the abdominal walls and

|

uterus?
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1 The child is still living in Pennsylvania, is

'a large, well formed and intelligent boy, in

his fourteenth year.

h There was no vomiting during the entire

1 time of her sickness. There was no secretion

i of milk.

1
Hospital Reports.

BELLEVUE HOSPITAL, NEW YORK.

Specially reported for

THE MEDICAL AND SURGICAL, REPORTED.

1. DLEASES OF CHILDREN.

Clinic of Prof. A. Jacori.

Chorea.

A boy five years old, of healthy parents, was

presented, giving a history of having been affected

with the present trouble for three months, and two

months ago having had rheumatism. The muscular

actions on his right side are involuntary, and twitch-

ing to such a degree that he can with difficulty put

a penny in the pocket on that side, but on his left

lie does not have that difficulty. His speech is also

slightly altered, although ou pulling out the tongue

there is no evident paralysis.

Prof. Jacobi said this was a case of chorea mi-

nor ; chorea is divided into the two forms—chorea

major and chorea minor. Chorea minor, or St.

Titus' dance, is a disease of the nervous centers, in

which there is a want ©f co-ordination of muscular

action. This rarely takes place in sleep, but in se-

vere cases the motions have continued even under

the influence of chloroform. During sleep it is usually

found that the chorea is discontinued, but frequently

it occurs that if the patient begins to dream, the mo-

tions occur, and when there is profound slumber

there is also complete rest. In the great majority

of cases this disease is unilateral, but in very bad

cases it may be bilateral. In this latter class, how-

ever, it begins unilaterally. When the case is fatal,

the cause of death is the exhaustion which ensues,

and for which no relief is given. We must look

either in the cerebellum or its neighborhood for the

seat of lesion in this disease, for I still believe, re-

gardless of what has been affirmed, that the cerebel-

lum is the center of the co-ordinate power. In

many cases no lesion whatever can be discovered

that would account for the symptoms.

It often happens that there is a direct relation be

tvveen rheumatism and chorea minor, and it may be

that the cause of the chorea is due to a rheumatic

affection of the meninges as well as to hyperemia

of them. Irregularity of the circulation, so common
in children, or impoverished nutrition, may and does

frequently cause chorea. As I previously said there

a relation between rheumatism and chorea, as in

the present instance. We may liave chorea on one

side and rheumatism on the other, or it may be that

the first thing noticed is chorea, and on examination

discover cardiac lesions.

Children are very subject to pains to which little

attention is paid, and are classed as growing paius.

Many times these are rheumatic, involving either the

muscles or the periosteum. These conditions are

very liable in later life to give rise to diseases of the

nervous system, as hysteria, etc.

Treatment.—The patient must be treated mainly

by symptoms. In this case I think I should give

three drops of Fowler's solution. I believe it is the

best remedy. Ten years ago I gave the nitrate of

silver, because it is a reliable nervine, and now and

then I still have recourse to it occasionally. Bella-

donna is found of service.

As a rule we may expect, to see the effects of the

arsenic, in three or four weeks and in six or eight

weeks a cure.

Cases have occurred where I found the constant

galvanic current of much service, to control the mo-

tions when other means have failed. In one child

that had not slept for a fortnight, it acted like a

charm in procuring sleep. I consider it to be one of

the most valuable anti-spasmodics that we possess.

If convulsions are very violent chloroform is to

be employed.

If I had one of those cases at present to treat, I

think that I should use the hydrate of chloral in pre-

ference to chloroform, but, so far, its merits in this

condition have not been established, though I think

there can be but little doubt as to the result.

2. DISEASES OF WOMEN.
Clinic of Prof. T. G. Thomas.

Hypertrophied Elongation of the Cervix Uteri

—Operation.

Mrs. B., a case shown at a former clinique, was

presented for operation. The cervix projected out

of the vulva, bearing a striking analogy to the male

organ.

Professor Thomas explained that it might be

diagnosticated from prolapse by the probe, speculum,

touch, also by conjoined manipulation. In this in-

stance the uterus cavity measured over four inches

in length.

In the treatment of this condition different plans

have been proposed.

1 . By slitting up each side of the elongated cer-

vix, dissecting off the mucous membrane, amputa-

ting the flaps, and then covering the stump with the

dissected membrane.

2. By means of the ecraseur.

3. By Galvano- Caustic.

Recourse was had to the latter method in the

present case. The wire loop of the instrument was

adjusted around the neck, and in about two months

one inch of the cervix was removed.
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After the operation, slight hemorrhage took

place, but was easily controlled. The bleeding

was due to the wire loop cooling slightly during the

operation. This was occasioned by connection

being accidentally lost with the battery for a few

moments.

Afterwards the vagina was tamponed slightly, to

prevent the further possibility of hemorrhage.

Prolapse of Uterus.

Mrs. F.—This patient Las been long suffering

from prolapse of the uterus, and for which she has

obtained but slight relief. She has worn a thin

India rubber ball in the vagina ; this answered very

well for a time, but the air escaping, it was rendered

useless. Whilst her circumstances prevented her

removing it, Dr. Cutler's pessary was advised and
applied. ]Sio inconvenience is experienced, as

might be expected, from the tube passing up the

eleft of the nates.

Dislocation of Ovary.

Mrs. L.—Patient suffers with very great pain at

every monthly epoch. A vaginal examination re-

Teals a small tumor at the upper and posterior

portion of the vagina. Upon making pressure upon
this tumor great pain is experienced. The diagno-

sis is dislocation of the ovary downward into

Douglas' cul-de-sac. It is much enlarged, in all pro-

bability from sub-acute ovaritis. The reason of the

pain noticed during the menstrual period is from
engorgement which takes place, and increases the

difficulty.

The prognosis is very unfavorable, and relief will

eome but slowly.

The treatment that will be recommended, con-

sists of applying tr. of iodine to the upper portion

of the vagina; also a suppository containing bella-

donna.

In order that the patient may not be habituated

to the influence of opium, bromide of potassium

(5 grs. ter die) also may be given, inasmuch as this

remedy in small and regular doses is of advantage

in this class of cases.

Whilst the patient is passing through her men-
strual epoch, it would be very serviceable to elevate

the foot of the bed, in order that gravity might

assist in preventing engorgement.

Medical Societies.

cincinnati academy of medicine.

November 7/A, 1869.

Special Report of the Section of Obstetrics.

hy j. j. Qunrar, m. d., chairman.

Reported by Dr. Hadlock.

The section on obstetrics, to whom were referred

the papers of Dr. J. T. Wh ittakes, read before

the Academy, has given the subject treated of as

full consideration as the very limited time since the

essays were submitted would allow.

The first essay, '(On the Examination by Palpa-

tion of the Pregnant Abdomen," gives the history

of the external examination of the abdomen as a

means of diagnosing the position of the foetus in the

uterus, and dwells particularly upon them eager no-

tices of it by English writ ers ; and it is claimed, that

an expert manipulator can not only determine the ac-

tual position and presentation, but can also ascertain

very nearly the exact weight and length of the child-

Although it is true, as intimated by the essayist,

that English obstetrical works generally contain no
long dissertations on the examination of the abdo-

men by palpation, there is not one, that we are

aware of, which does not mention the enlargement

and shape of the abdomen as signs of pregnancy.

They may not all direct the application of the hand
to the abdomen to ascertain the changes it may have

undergone, any more than they direct the eye to the

mammae to notice the change around the nipple, but

they do not, therefore, imply that palpation of the

abdomen, any more than inspection of the breasts,

is of no importance in diagnosing a case of preg-

nancy. Not only do English obstetrical writers

mention the changes in the size and form of ihe ab-

domen, but they give the differential diagnosis be-

tween an abdominal distension from an enlarged-

uterus, and one from other causes, which cannot be

made without external examinations. They also

particularly specify the progressive stages of the en-

largement of the gravid uterus corresponding to the

different stages of pregnancy; and some of them as-

sure us that at certain periods of gestation the limbs

of the foetus may be often distinctly felt through the

abdomen. These views are not confined to obste-

trical writers alone, but are either directly laid down,

or clearly deducible from Hall on Diagnosis, Bar-

clay on Medical Diagnosis, Guy's Forensic Medi-

cine, Beck's Medical Jurisprudence, and other Eng-

lish and American works. With such information,

the intelligent student of English medical literature

would hardly fail to attach importance to external

examinations of the abdomen in pregnancy. Of

what use would be a knowledge of the position

which the fundus of the uterus occupied at the end

of the third and each subsequent month of gestation,

unless the physician was expected to profit by it in

determining the existence and stage of pregnancy

by palpation of the abdomen in connection with

other symptoms? And who would detect and trace

through the abdominal walls, the situation of the

fetal limbs without forming at least an opinion on

the position of the child in the uterus ?

But we are not wanting in direct instructions upon

external abdominal examinations. One of the modes

explicitly recommended for distinguishing a uterine

from an abdominal tumor, is palpation. The method

proposod by Morgagni, and since recommended by
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1 number of obstetricians, of immersing the hand in

aot or cold water, according to the state of the
'

r
feather, and suddenly applying it to the abdomen

^ to incite foetal movements, is but a species of palpa-
a

5ion. P. Cazeaux, in his work on midwifery, trans-
e tated into English by Dr. Robert P. Thomas, of Phila-
' talphia, as early as 1850, says that, in certain cases,

1 we must "rely more particularly on abdominal pal-

pation" to detect the active movements of the fetus,
1 i;han upon any other mode of examination. The
• same writer lays down particular directions about

, the position in which the patient should be placed,

1 the mode of manipulation, and the obstacles to be

guarded against and overcome in the examination.

And he assents to the views of Schmitt, that " abdo-

minal explorations " are often more valuable in de-

termining a case of pregnancy than internal exami-

nations, and that they should always be resorted to

in our efforts to form a correct diagnosis.

Notwithstanding the authority we have for the

employment of the external examinations, the dis-

tention of the abdomen from an enlarged uterus,

and the forms or shape of the tumor producing it,

have not generally been regarded as absolutely cer-

tain and reliable signs of pregnancy. And if not

reliable evidences of the existence of a foetus within

the uterus, it might be asked how they can infallibly

reveal, not only the position and presentation, but

the size and weight of the infant? Although we
may learn from palpation that the expansion and

conformation of the abdomen arise from an enlarged

womb, and not from ascites, or tumors external to

the uterus, are we sure that the changes have been

the result of pregnancy ? Can we determine posi-

tively in the absence of foetal movements, placental

murmur, or motions of the foetal heart, from an ex-

ternal examination, whether the enlargement of the

uterus is the result of conception, or whether it is

caused by moles, hydatids, or other morbid growths

within the cavity of the organ ? Fodere and Mahon
seem to think not. And this is also the opinion of

most writers upon the subject with whom we are

acquainted. When an examination at an early stage

of pregnancy is deemed necessary, Fodere and Ma-
hou advise the emptying of the bowels and the plac-

ing of the patient on her back with the knees ele-

vated. Then, they say, " if the woman be not too

fat or deformed, the uterus may be felt through the

parietes of the abdomen, by applying the extended

hand over the middle of the hypogastrium, so that

the thumb touches the navel and the small finger the

pubes. On her making an expiration the enlarged

uterus may be felt, hard, and of a spherical form.

If these be present they indicate an increase in the

size of the uterus, but not the cause of it.

If to palpation be added ballotement or ausculta-

tion and other methods of examination, the diagnosis

; would, of course, be more certain. But would it

even then indicate the position and presentation? Dr.

Francis H. Ramsbotham tells us very, emphatically

that " there are no symptoms manifested previously

to the commencement of labor, by which we are

able to determine that the child lies transversely in

utero." After alluding to some of the conditions

that may cause an unusual form in the distended

abdomen and lead to a suspicion of a transverse

presentation, he adds, " we can, therefore, by no
means rely for a diagnostic mark on the external,

figure as detected by the application of the hand."

Although we may suspect an irregular position, " it

is," he continues, "only after labor has commenced,

and when, indeed, it has made some progress, that

we can positively detect a transverse presentation."

And he concludes by saying that " we can only x>os&-

tivehj detect a transverse presentation by distinguish-

ing the different parts of the child, which indicate to

us the mode in which it lies." Upon the subject of

breech presentations he states that no reliance can

be placed on the size and shape of the abdomen as

compared to its appearance in former pregnancies,

and that "there is not one symptom by which we
are able to detect that the breech will piesent previ-

ously to the commencent of labor." And he adds,

that any suspicions drawn from the belief that we
have detected the hard, globular head of the foetus

through the abdominal parietes, even though the

walls of the uterus were unusually thin and the

woman much attenuated, "must be very liable to

error; for it is far from easy to distinguish the head

by the hand applied externally ; and the labor must
be somewhat advanced before we can ascertain that

the breech is offering itself at the pelvic brim." In

these views Dr. Ramsbotham is sustained by other

high authorities. On the other hand Cazeaux lays

down certain external signs by which a transverse

position may be reasonably suspected even before

the beginning of labor, aud he asserts that breech

presentations may be " almost positively diagnosti-

cated " before labor has commenced.

Our own experience would not warrant us in dis-

carding examinations of the abdomen by palpation

as a mode of diagnosis. We regard it as a valuable*,

though not infallible, means of determining the ex-

istence of pregnancy, and also of enabling the ope-

rator at advanced periods of gestation to form an

opinion whether the position is natural or irregular.

Of course when aided, as recommended in the pa-

per, by auscultation, its value is enhanced. The

author, however, just quoted (Cazeaux) "does not

believe that auscultation can throw any light on the

diagnosis" of transverse positions, although it may
assist in detecting some presentations of the vertex

and breech. Whether palpation possesses all the ad-

vantages and virtues claimed for it by its ardent ad-

vocates, may be doubted; at all events it is a sub-

ject still open for discussion ; and as such we report-

it back to the Academy.

(TO BE CONTINUED.)
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE NEW YORK JOUR-
NAL ASSOCIATION.

Novel Method of Applying Pressure.

Dr. Lewis A. Sayke laid before the Society a

new method of applying pressure. It consists of

India-rubber bags so made as to encircle the part.

So efficacious are they that by blowing them up,

the circulation in a limb will be stopped. By fill-

ing the bags with hot or cold water another very

valuable application is obvious.

Dr. Sayre stated that he obtained great benefit

from it in chronic synovitis of the knee-joint, but

that its happiest results were obtained in diseases

©f the ankle-joint, w here it was absolutely impossi-

ble to keep dressings on without giving rise to chaf-

ing aud inconvenience. Some discussion arose as

1&o whether or not irritation would be caused by the

material of which the apparatus is formed. Dr.

Sayke said in reply that in one case of his the pa-

tient had worn one of them without any discom-

fort whatever for five months.

Dr. Post read notes of two cases of

Stricture of the Urethra.

In which the patients when anaesthetized allowed

of the passage of large instruments, although be-

fore it was found impossible to pass them.

A New Journal Projected.

Dr. Henry being present, and being requested to

inform the Society in respect to his projected quar-

terly on syphilography and dermatology, said that

it was his intention about the beginning of the year,

io issue a periodical on the above subjects. He
said that there was none such in the English lan-

guage, but that Erasmus Wilson issued one in

England on dermatology.

NORFOLK, MASS., DISTRICT MEDICAL
SOCIETY.

From the Proceedings of the Quarterly Meeting at H%'de
Park, Mass., November 10th, 1869.

The Case of Dr. Charles L. Green, TJ. S. Navy.

Dr. Stedman, of Rochester, asked the attention

of the Society to a recent trial in the Navy. He
read to the members the General Order, No. 140,

of the Department, which promulgates the charges

against, and sentence of Dr. Charles L. Green,
for refusing to take the name of a seaman off the

sick-list when ordered to do so by his commanding
officer. He also quoted part of the article comment-
ing on this sentence from the November number of

the Philadelphia Medical News and Library, and
announced that Dr. Green had resigned his com-
mission as Past Assistant Surgoon in the Navy.
Dr. C. C. Holmes, of Milton, said he took plea-

sure in moving the following resolutions :

" The members of the Norfolk District Medical

Societies. [Vol. xx'u

Society, having read the Gmeral Order, No. 140, of

the Navy Depai tment, containing the charges a<: ainst
and sentence of Dr. Chas. L. Green, late Passed

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. N., Besolved :

" 1. To express their sympathy with Dr. Green,
and their approval of his conduct..

" 2. That the resignation of his Commission was
due to the dignity of the profession which he repre-

sents.

"3. That while his reprimand stands on record,

it is not easy to see how any young gentleman of

education and spirit can apply for admission to the

Medical Staff of the Navy.

" 4. That the present status of the Medical Staff

of the Navy, impairs the efficiency of the corps and
the service, and constitutes a grievance demanding
redress by Congress.

"5. That the Secretary of the Society be directed

to send a note of this action of the Society to Dr.

Green, and to print it in the Boston Medical and
Surgical Journal, and the New York Medical Ga-

zette, and Medical and Surgical Reporter."
The President, Dr. Cotting, said that he agreed

heartily with the spirit of the resolutions, and sug-

gested that 300 copies be printed for circulation, and
a copy sent to each member of Congress from Massa-

chusetts ; which wTas agreed to.

Dr. Hazleton, of Mattapan, in seconding the

resolutions, gave some details of his medico-naval

experiences.

Dr. Edes, of Roxbury, said he was one of those

who had escaped from naval life into freedom, and

remarked that the case in question had its origin in

the undefined authority and status of the Medical

Staff in the Navy. No one who lived on shore could

understand the importance of an officer's rank on

board ship. On it depended not only his comfort

but the respect due from others, and almost his own
self-respect. The Medical Officers did not want

i command, but they desired a position suited to the

dignity of the profession they represented. He had

the pleasure of knowing many honorable and gal-

lant naval officers who wrere far above the meanness

which could offer indignities to gentlemen of other

professions associated with them, but he wished the

doctors to receive by law and as rights, even more

than the privileges which are now often accorded to

them by usage and courtesy, but which may be, as

in the case of Dr. Green, infringed by the whims

or overbearing disposition of a martinet captain.

Dr. Burgess, of Dedham, said he wanted the

resolutions passed, not only from sympathy with

Dr. Green and the Medical Corps of the Navy, but

also in behalf of the men before the mast who had

a claim on the surgeon's judgment and skill.

The resolutions were adopted unanimously,

Edward Jaryis, Secretary.

B. E. Cotting, President.
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Medical Societies,

PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY, NEW YORK. t

November 24th, 1869.

The President, Dr. Sayre, in the chair.

i. Death from Laudanum and Chloroform.

Dr. Finnell presented three specimens.

First, the stomach from a patient who committed

suicide by swallowing two ounces of laudanum.

Death occurred eighteen hours after taking the

laudanum ; five hours previous he was taken to

Bellevue Hospital where he breathed about four or

five times every minute. The stomach pump was

used to inject water and eject the contents, but

breathing completely stopping, it had to be removed.

By the advice of Prof. Loom is cold douche was

used
;
respiration then rose to twenty per minute

;

this was kept up by the galvanic battery being ap-

plied every two minutes. Up to this time pulse was
slow and full; pupils moderately contracted. It now
began to get weaker. This continued for four hours,

when he died. Previous to death, breathing was

sighing and simulated that found in coma of menin-

gitis. There was no rapid increase of breathing just

before death. The stomach was found to be in

places congested.

The second specimen was obtained from a case of

death by chloroform whilst being operated on for

piles ; six weeks previously had a severe attack of

dysentery. Liver showed a cavity holding 8 oz. of

pus. The organ was cirrhotic. Heart pale and

fiabby
;
spleen contained some nodules.

Bronchocele.

The third specimen was from a Swede, oet 45.

The case showed a large bronchocele of the shape of

a kidney with its concave surface directed upward.

The patient died of delirium tremens. On making

the autopsy, and removing fascia, large veins, the size

of a crow quill, are discovered running perpendicu-

larly, smaller ones transversely. In this case the

spinal column had undergone lateral curvature,

whilst the vertebrae were rotated, giving rise to the

appearance of projection, as observed in Pott's dis-

ease, with angular curvature. In respect to the first

case Dr.Finnell presented, Dr. Sands related a cure

in which f gr. morphia, in conjunction with 1-60 gr.

of atropia, injected hypodermicaliy, gave rise to

symptoms of poisoning by opium. During the pro-

gress ofthe case the pupils were dilated, though all the

other symptoms pointed to poisoning by the morphia.

Dr. Lee presented a case of

Fibro- Cystic Tumor of the Uterus
from a patient in his service at St. Vincent's Hos-

pital. The diagnosis of Dr. Lee confirmed by the

gentlemen of the consultation, was that it was ova-

rian. This, however, proved to be not the case.

Dr. George T. Elliott presented a

Colloid Tumor of the Ovary.

Patient was 36 ; had one child and an abortion at

three months ; at 13 began to menstruate ; at 15

complained of bearing down pains ; at 28 wag mar-

ried. Three years ago complained of pains in the

abdomen and left groin. On one occasion became

greatly swollen during one night. Menstruated

regularly. In 1867-68 pain entirely ceased. Au-
gust, 1868, stream of water gushed from the vulva;

tumor now felt in left groin. April, 1869. Severe

pain and hard lump found in right groin. On ad-

mission to the uterine department of Bellevue Hos-

pital her general condition was good. Nov. 18th. Phy-

sical examination reveals the uterine cavity to be
four inches in length. The measurements of the

abdomen are 10 inches from the ensiform cartilage

to the symphisis pubis; 12 inches to the right ante-

rior spine of the sacrum; 11 to the left, 42 inches in

diameter parallel to the umbilicus, and 34 at the

ensiform cartilage. Patient had rectocele, and the

vaginal wall was prolapsed, showing a tumor, size

of goose egg. Nov. 19th. By the advice of the

consulting gentlemen, patient was tapped in the

median line. No fluid, however, escaped, but by
means of a syringe a small portion was withdrawn.

Nov. 20th, 7, A. M.—Patient began to vomit
; 10r

A. M., complained of pain in the epigastric region.

2.30, P. M.—Respiration 44, jerky thoracic.

5, P. M.—Sinking rapidly. 8, P. M., patient died.

P. M. Twenty-four hours after death. Marked de-

composition had set in to such an extent that she

would not have been recognized ; viscera greatly

decomposed ; rectocele tapped and one quart of

fluid escaped containing lumpy masses. Dr. South-
ack, pathologist to Bellevue Hospital, reported it a*

consisting of colloid cancer of the ovaries and of

the peritoneum. In the transverse fissure of liver

was another nodule of the same composition.

Dr. Loomis presented a specimen from a case, oet.

61, Scotchman, usually costive, and in the habit of
taking carthartic pills occasionally. At 5 P. M.,
after taking dinner, he walked from Vesey street to
Twenty-second street (2| miles.) Before reaching
home, complained of pains in the abdomen, and on
reaching his house he vomited. After getting as
far as the second floor his bowels moved ; this was
at 6 P. M. At 11 P. M. Dr. L. was called ; found
patient sitting up

;
pulse 80

;
temp, normal ; facies

indicative of pain
; pain over abdomen not increased

or relieved by pressure ; no contraction of abdomi-
nal muscles; 10 drops of sol. Magend. given by
mouth ; in two hours to be repeated at 6 A. M.,
no collapse ; had not vomited since he was seen

;

respiration hurried ; one hour after, he died.

Autopsy 48 hours after—(body kept on ice)

—

heart enlarged; left side contained fluid blood;
aortic valves cahiied; insufficient peritoneal ves-
sels—visceral and parietal—impacted flakes of lymph
at sigmoid flexure and at lower part of colon

;

viscera normal. On the sigmoid flexure and de-
scending colon are observed diverticula standing out
about I inch and looking like warts viewed from
the peritoneal surface. They were very thin, and
were covered by a mucous and peritoneal covering;
had no perforations in them ; were tested by water.
Dr. S. said this was the only recorded case that he
was aware of.
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Editorial Department.

Periscope.

Feeble Children.

Dr. Day, in the Lancet, gives this case and re-

marks :

In April, 1869, a lady Drought to me her little girl,

four years of age, who was a very intelligent and pleas-

ing child. I was left to find outlier ailment as well

as I could, her mother saying " She really did not

know what was the matter with her, but she was

certain she was not well." When a year old the

child suffered from palpitation, and two years since

she had whooping cough. She appeared quite well

till seven or eight weeks ago, since which time she

had been ailing in health. She was said to be " so

very languid, and constantly yawning, and wishing to

go to bed early in the day," and not caring for her

meals. Her face flushed on being asked a question,

and when a stethoscope was applied to her chest,

she burst into a fit of tears, which her mother said

was not natural to her. The tongue was faintly

furred at the back, and the urine was rather high

colored ; the lower eyelids were dark, and the ex-

pression languid, but no complaint whatever was

made of pain ; the bowels were said to be rather

confined. Iadvisedthat the child should be tempted

to take nourishment frequently, milk and eggs being

given in the way that were most agreeable to her.

She was not to suffer fatigue from running about,

but to be driven in an open carriage when the

weather was fine, or to be wheeled about the gar-

den. Aperient medicine was strictly forbidden.

Thirty minims of the syrup of compound phosphate 1

of iron in two teaspoonsful of water wTere ordered

three times a day. Improvement soon set in, and

on the 12th of May she had nearly recovered her

usual activity, the appetite had returned, the tongue

was quite clean, and the bowels acted regularly

every day.

A careful physical examination in these cases re-

veals nothing important about the chest or abdomen.

The two most common attendant symptoms are

headache and pain at the epigastrium, both being

signs of debility in the brain and stomach respective-

ly. So far as we can learn, the headache seems to

be a heavy oppressive weight across the centre of

the forehead, and it is very persistent, giving the

cbild a dull and painful appearance. In many of

these cases the aspect is desponding and inanimate,

and the cheerful expression of childhood has van-

ished ; the eyes are heavy and have a hollow look,

bu< there is nothing approaching intolerance of light,

nor squinting, as we observe in threatening cerebral

disease, though it is not to be forgotten that the

brain may be involved if these symptoms are al-

lowed to go on without treatment. The pain in the

stomach is of the same dull aching character, rather

discomfort than actual pain, and is limited to the

root of the ensiform cartilage, or its immediate vi-

cinity. It is the uneasiness of slight gastralgia, or the

.gnawing sensation we have all experienced when
the stomach is empty, and we are waiting for a meal
to appease it.

There may be aching of the limbs, muscular
fatigue, and pain in the course of the spine.

There are no very striking symptoms which indi-

cate this derangement in the health. It is to the

totality of them we must look for a diagnosis. There
is nothing, so to speak, that is apparent or tangible

to any but the closest observer, and hence it is that a

depraved state of health creeps on unnoticed, and is

not discovered until some very prominent symptom
arrests attention. The flame is kindled before the

spark is seen, and time is lost in extinguishing it.

Such cases as these make us cautious in giving

an opinion. In the absence of any discoverable

disease, we are doubtful whether this unaccountable

debility may not be the harbinger of ultimate mis-

chief. Disease may be hidden, to come forth by-

and-by. In the disease of adult life, a cause is often

discovered. Not so in the cases I am describing;

the debility is uncomplicated, and it must be seen
and treated before it has merged into actual disease.

These cases usually terminate well if promptly

and skilfully treated ; but a continuance of this con-

dition may lead to protracted disease, and subse-

quently to death. For example, deficient nervous

power, as shown by headache, may lead to cerebral

exhaustion, and to coma and convulsions, in the

same way that congestion and inflammation of the

brain may terminate. Opposite states of the system,

leading to the same consequences, but requiring a

different mode of management.

The weak and enfeebled stomach of young chil-

dren, causing instant rejection of food by vomiting,

is often checked by a simple tonic medicine, and
sympathy is so strong with the cerebral functions

that, when the stomach has recovered its power, the

brain is lulled into quietude. If it did not so yield

to treatment, the symptoms would pass on and im-

plicate the brain in the manner just described. To
equalize all the forces of the body is the surest

method of maintaining its efficient working. It is

the loss in either that invites disease.

Those cases of pure and simple debility, when
neglected, cause chorea, epilepsy, convulsions, par-
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! dysis, &c., and finally lead to those changes in the

blood which originate anaemia, tuberculosis, and

every form of diathesis that lowers health and pro-

rakes disease.

*»

On Maternal Impressions.

ij Dr. J. Warring-Curran writes to the Med.

: Press and Circular on this topic

:

» The result of my own observation is, that in no

case does the sudden fright affect the foetus, that the

so-called Ivsus naturaz is the consequence of pro-

id
gressive mental reflection and fear on the part of the

, mother ; she mopes and broods over the shock she

has sustained, or the fright she has received, and

that, this continued, and in most cases unceasing re-

I

flection, eventually affects the embryo or foetus. A
case to the point is this,—a woman told me she was

struck in the face with a dead rabbit at the third

i

month of her pregnancy ; she quickly wiped with

I her apron the part of her face struck, and then

5
rubbed her side with the same part of the apron.

I
She felt that the child should be " marked," but was

L thoroughly impressed with the notion that her pres-

\

&
ence of mind saved the face, and that the side would

J be the part affected. Upon the birth of the child a

large najvus occupied the left side. We all know
that in health, if we deliberately concentrate our at-

' tention or fix our ideas on any one organ, or part of

our system, that the circulation of that organ or part
1

will become preternaturally increased and abnorm-

ally affected. It is an undisputed fact that the most

distinguished members of the medical profession

—

1 names which will be revered as long as the science

1 of medicine exists—fell martyrs to those diseases
1 upon which they had devoted most of their time,
' upon which they are still noted authorities ; conse-

quently, upon which they must have reflected,

studied, and deliberated upon most. Can the force

of reflection, the concentration of nervous influence,

effect a morbid lesion upon the part or organ studied,

or are the too numerous instances recorded mere

coincidences or accidental occurrences ? Be this

•as it may, these cases go far to support my
theory : in all of them the foetus was formed, in all

of them it was not mere fright or shock and then

forgetfulness ; but in all of them the parent moped
and brooded, and feared that her offspring should be

deformed.

Milk and Foot-and-Mouth. Disease.

The prevalence of foot-and-mouth disease among
our dairy cows, says the Times and Gazette (Lon-

don), has caused the question to be revived as to the

wholesomeness of the milk produced by the auimals

attacked. It is scarcely likely, from what we know
of dairymen in general, that any consideration of

public health would deter them from mixing the

milk of diseased cows—such, at least, as it may be
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possible to get from them—with that of the healthy

cows. They are not likely to follow the advice

which it is said has been tendered them in Maryle-

bone, and throw it away. In point of fact, we may
assume, that at the present time an experiment on
a large scale is now in progress as to the whole-

someness of such milk. We have not heard as yet,

of any outbreak of disease among children in the

metropolis which could be referred to the use of it,

neither do we expect to hear of any such catas-

trophe. Foot and mouth disease is no new malady

either here or elsewhere, and Continental experience,

so far as it has gone, demonstrates this—that animals,

such as swine, as well as the human species, who
drink the milk warm from the cow, suffer in conse-

quence from an allied disease affecting the mucous
membrane of the buccal cavity, but no such disease

is communicated when the milk is allowed to be-

come cold. We should be glad to receive any ob-

servations confirmatory, or in contradiction of these

experiences. So far as we know now, the milk of

cows thus diseased is not unwholesome as dis-

tributed in London.

From information forwarded from Tunbridge

Wells, we learn, that the foot and mouth disease is

extremely prevalent in that neighborhood, and that

the children and others who use the milk undiluted

from diseased animals become affected with an ecze-

matous state of the lips, tongue and palate. We saw
this ourselves during the last epidemic in London,

in the case of the children of a family which kept a

cow for their special supply.

Reviews and Book Notices.

BOOKS KECEIYED.

On Wasting Diseases. By Eustace Smith,

M. D., etc. .From. H. C. Lea, Philadelphia.

On Diseases of Children. By Alfred Yogel,
M. D. From D. Appleton & Co., New York.

Hand-Book of Diseases of the Eye. By A. Sa-
lomons, M. D. From James Campbell, Boston.

On Intra-Ocular Tumors. By H. Knapp, M. P.,

etc. From W. Wood & Co., New York.

A Manual of Hypodermic Medication. By R.
BARTHOLOW, M. D. J. B. LlPPINCOTT & Co.,

Philadelphia.

American Medical Missionary in China.

The American Presbyterian Mission has a medical

missionary department in Canton and vicinity. It

has done a great deal of good the past year, treating

50,636 out-patients and 1,038 in-patients, and has

performed 1,038 surgical operations, some of them
of great importance. A medical class numbers 12

scholars.
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MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER.

PHILADELPHIA, DECEMBER 11, 1869.

S. W. BUTLER, M. D., D. G. BRiNTON, M. D. , Editors.

8^- Medical Society ana Clinical Reports, Notes and

Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,

News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

6^" To insure publication, articles must be practical,

brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

We particularly value the practical experience of coun-

try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

1870. SPECIAL NOTICE ! ! 1870.

By reference to the Prospectus in another column, it

will be seen that we have made, and are making arrange-

ments for communications from some of the best medical

writers, and most prominent medical men in the country.

"We are expending more on the Literary Depart-
ment op the Reporter than was ever before

DREAMED OP IN MEDICAL JOURNALISM, IN THIS COUNTRY.

As a large proportion of our subscribers are, or very

soon will be sending in their subscriptions for 1870, and

many of them can, by a little exertion, send the

names of new subscrirers, we ofter the following

LIBERAL PREMIUMS ! !

which the reader will observe are not composed of old and

unsaleable books, but of

NEW AND LIVE BOOKS !

AND SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS ! !

1. For 1 new subscriber and $0, a copy of the Pysician's

Daily Pocket Record—or any other publication the

retail price of which is $1.50.

2. For 2 new subscribers and §10, a copy of Naphey's

Modern Therapeutics, or any other book selling at

retail for $2.50.

3. For 5 new subscribers and $25, any Books or Surgical

Instruments to the amount of $0.

4. For 10 new subscribers, and $50, the same to the

amount of $12.50.

5. For 15 new subscribers, and $75, an elegant Pocket-

case of Instruments worth $20—or Books or Instruments

to that amount.

If a new subscriber takes two or more of our pub-

lications at commutation rates, the amount must couut $5

only for the premiums.

PORTRAIT OF DR. GROSS.

As a New Year's Present, we propose to send our

mibscribers in the issue of the Medical and Surgical

Reporter for January 1st, 1870, a Splendid, First-Class,

Original Stkkl-engraved Portrait of

SAMUEL D. GROSS, M. D.,

Professor of Surgery in the Jefferson Medical College of

this city. I

A few Artists' Proofs of the Portrait will be struck

off on boards of a size suitable forframing. Price $1.00 each.

OVER PRODUCTION.

With our unmeasured prairies and undevel-

|

oped resources this is a question which seems

far off from us. It is otherwise in the crowded^

nationalities of Europe, with their limited

areas. The truth of the doctrines of Malthus
is there presented in its undisguised severity,

and what is more they are practically received"

and acted on. A recent editorial in an En-
glish medical journal recognizes this. It says

:

Malthus has more disciples than most people
think for; many who almost shudder at his name,
practise and recommend his doctrines. Those who
hold that over-competition is wearying men's souls

and wearing out their bodies ; that superfluous popu-
lation is the cause of want of work, and, therefore,

indirectly the cause why young men take to dishon-

esty, and young women to prostitution, are all in

Malthus- camp. The poor woman who suckles her
child a year longer than the proper time, in the hope
of delaying her next pregnancy, is a practical Mai-
thusian ; and there is yet a larger class, and one
which still less suspects its own leadership. The
parent, who discourages his son's marriage because
his business is not good enough ; the poor-law guai-
dian, who angrily asks his quiverful applicant,

"Why did yoti marry?" the benevolent lady or

clergyman, who looks regretfully on the teeming
alley, and sighs over " the improvident marriages of
the poor," are all Malthusians at heart. They one
and all acknowledge that over-population is an evil

—and more than that, in the prudence which they
recommend, they admit the principle that it is right,

or indeed a duty, to allow human thought to act as

a check on human instinct, and to alter what would
otherwise be the natural current of things. Of
course ! for what other earthly use was the faculty of
thought given us, than that we should look before-

hand and regulate our present conduct by its proba-
ble results ? To deny this, is to deny the nature of
prudence ; to become natural in the sense of falling

back on the ignorant instincts of the brute. Yet
this is precisely what Malthus asserted. He went
into no detail as to the remedy; he simply stated
what all must believe, that over-population is a great

evil ; that natural laws and natural instincts tend
inevitably to produce it ; and that it is for the nobler
faculties of man, his conscience, his benevolence,
and his intellect, to find the best means of help.

There are words here which we can all take

home. This question of over production,

viewed as one of medico-civil life, has an imme-

diate application in America. True that there

is room enough for millions more in our vast

territories, but there is also a sensitive fear

on the part of parents of having children for

whom they cannot provide, and there is a

delicate organization among American women,
peculiar to them perhaDS, which leads them
to dread the sufferings of childbirth and the

pangs of maternity more than other women.
The alarming prevalence of uterine disease

in this country may probably be regarded as

one of the proofs of this delicacy, and one of
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the excuses for the desire to limit child-bear-

1 mg. The question whether this can be done
MJ> with safety and without having recourse to

N ; means, either criminal and injurious, is one

i 'which has attracted a great deal of attention

•f

' of late in some scientific circles in England.

^" A society, called the Dialecticians, has re-

^ 1 ceived a great deal of uncalled-for criticism by
n"

' opening the subject, and a number of letters

from physicians and others have appeared in
"e

' the Medical Press and Circular.
e,

j

id 1
We have been watching the discussion with

is interest, but so far it has failed to result in

\ much of importance to readers this side of the

\. \ water. There are some eminent men^ Dr.

ij 1 Drysdale, of London, Mr. J. Stuart Mill,
r Dr. Henry Mac Cormac, of Dublin, and

J

others,who have come out with decided words

e in favor of restraining over-production. The
6 question seems to have strong supporters on

]
both sides.

In this country, though of very general in-

terest, it seems to have been little discussed.

' The only work we have seen in which it is

treated of at all, is that by Dr. Napiieys, of

this city, reviewed some weeks since in the

Beporter, "The Physical Life of Woman."
He discusses quite thoroughly, and from care-

ful reading, the subject of "the limitation of

offspring" and decides in favor of such limita-

tion, and speaks of various methods by which

it is accomplished. We also notice that one

of our American medical exchanges has occa-

sionally referred to the topic. But it chiefly

remains an untouched subject.

MIXED CLASSES AT CLINICS.

In some recent remarks on this subject, we
animadverted on what was stated to us as a

fact, viz., the presence of thirty female stu-

dents at a clinic when an operation was per-

formed for perineal section in the male. From
a statement before us, from Ann Preston,
M. D., we are inclined to think that the num-

ber may have been exaggerated. It is certain,

that there were not so many from the Woman's
Medical College, as, at no time, have so many
attended the clinics in the Philadelphia Hos-

pital, from that school. If there were any-

thing like that number present on the occasion

referred to, they must have been persons who
were not attending at that school—and some

of them may not have been students at all.

We learn witlrpleasure that the Faculty of
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the Woman's College are determined that
their students shall not overstep the bounds
of propriety in attending clinics. They in-

form us that they supposed, when they took
their students to the clinic at the Pennsylvania
Hospital that the Managers had conferred

with the Medical Staff, and that it was ar-

ranged that only such cases would be present-

ed, as in their estimation could be properly

presented before a mixed class of young men
and women. The first error seems to have
been in supposing that the Managers had any
sense of propriety in the matter, or any regard

for the feelings and opinions of the Medical

Staff—and the second consisted in the mistaken
notion that proper clinical instruction can be

given to mixed classes at all. !N"o—it cannot

be done, and do justice to the male students.

The clinics were already limited by the ex-

clusion of females whose diseases required an
exposure of the person which would not be
proper before a class of male students, and it

was asking a little too much of human nature

to either expose male patients before a female

audience—nay, a mixed audience of males and
females—or else deprive the class of the bene-

fits of a clinic which should present cases as

they come into the hospital, and as they will

come under the notice of the physician in ac-

tive practice. It is the height of folly to sup-

pose that clinical instruction can be so adapted

to " ears polite" that young men and maidens

may gather around the lecturer and hear noth-

ing that is improper for such an audience, and
yet do full justice to clinical teaching. Cases
must be presented as they come—now a case

of fractured arm, and now one of operation

for stone in the bladder, etc.

The responsibility both of the indiscretion

into which the male students were betrayed,

and of the false position in which the female
students were placed when they came to a
clinic which was intended for, and adapted to,

male students alone, comes back on the Board
of Managers who had the discourtesy to insti-

tute radical changes without consulting the

Medical Board.

We hear that the views of the Medical Staff,

as well as of the profession generally, and
many of our substantial citizens, have been

laid before the Board of Managers, and that

it has led to earnest discussions in that body
which betoken some much needed changes in

their organization. We trust that these mat-

ters will be put in proper shape soon.

Editorial.
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THE MEDICAL PKOFESSIOH AND THE
MANAGEMENT OP HOSPITALS.

The following resolutions passed by one of

the most ancient and learned medical societies

in this country, will, we are sure, commend
themselves to the judgment of every right

thinking man. They convey a dignified and

very proper rebuke to the conduct of the

managers of several hospitals in this city and
elsewhere, which has been the cause of the

exhibition of so much unpleasant feeling.

At a stated meeting of the College of Physicians

of Philadelphia, held Wednesday evening, Dec. lst
}

1869, the following resolutions were unanimously

adopted

:

" Resolved, That as hospitals depend in great

measure for their efficiency and good repute upon

the character and skill of their medical officers, and

as these officers habitually perform their laborious

and often dangerous duties without compensation,

and with great devotion and zeal,—it would seem

that justice, as well as courtesy, required that in all

things pertaining to the medical discipline of such

institutions, the medical staff should not only be

consulted, but that no measure materially affecting

the patients should be adopted without their con-

currence.

" Resolved, That in our judgment such consulta-

tion and concurrence are equally desirable whenever

it is proposed, by the governing board of a hospital

to change the system, established by long usage and

general consent, of giving clinic instructions ; and

that students of medicine authorized to attend the

clinics, as wrell as the medical staff, have good reason

to feel aggrieved by regulations which are innova-

tions upon established custom, which affect their in-

terests seriously, and which have been enacted

without their knowledge, concurrence and consent."

John H. Packard, Secretary.

Notes and Comments.

Deaths from the Use of Poison,

In the New York papers of the 3rd and 4th inst.,

ar e recorded the deaths of three persons from the

use of poisonous or dangerous drugs without the

advice of a physician. A woman in the habit of
using chloroform for the relief of neuralgia died

from an overdose; another committed suicide by
means of poison purchased at a drug store ; and a

man who had taken morphia for a longtime for some
real or fancied nervous affection, lost his life from
an overdose.

Curious Facts in Acoustics.

The firing of the guns at the late meeting of the

Highland Kitle Association at Inverness, was heard
distinctly, says a Scottish journal, as far as Cair-

norm Hills, and in the forest of Abernethy, a dis-

tance of fifty miles. The wind was favorable for

carrying sound in that direction, and there is a
steady rise in the ground nearly all the way.

The Mixed Clinic Question in New York.

The medical students in Xew York have remained
extremely quiescent on the question of mixed clin-

ics. It is true that some of the students of the

Bellevue Hospital Medical College endeavored to

pass a resolution congratulating their Philadelphia

brethren on the stand they had taken, but the mat-
ter was dropped from apathy on the part of

the class. The students at the College of Physi-

cians and Surgeons, and at the Medical Department
of the University of New York, have taken cogni-

zance of the matter in no way whatever. It is but
fair to state that so far the presence of the female

students has been confined only to two or three

weekly clinics at Bellevue Hospital, and has in no
way interfered with medical instruction.

Supervisors vs. Doctors.

The Supervisors of Lewis county, West Virginia,

having ordained that no claim of a physician should

be paid for attendance on paupers, except on order

of the Overseer of the Poor, nor unless properly

sworn to, nor at a higher rate than 50 cts. per mile,

including medicines!—(just think of that reader, in

the mountains of West Virginia!)—the physicians

"talk back" in this edifying style, which we com-
mend to others on similar provocation .

Resolved, That we do not concede the right of
any m<m or body of men (except our Medical
Societies) to regulate or control the fees of our pro-
fession any more than would those of the lawyer or
merchant; and be it further

Resolved, That, as the Medical Societies, both of
the County and State, following tbe precedents es-

tablished by all professions, have established a rate

of fees which we do not deem too high or exorbi-
tant, we, as members of the medical profession,

would deem it dishonorable to give our services to

the public and county at a less rate of compensation,
than that which we charge our own citizens and
friends ; and be it further

Resolved, That we will not render any medical
aid whatever to persons supported by the county at

a less rate than that charged to others ; and we de-
sire it to be understood that in receiving an order
from the overseer as " ordained," to visit any pauper,
that we do so with the understanding that we are to

have our usual fees, and to receive pay for all medi-
cines furnished ; and be it further

Resolved, That we have noticed with regret the
continued and persistent efforts of a part of the su-
pervisors of this county to place such restrictions

upon the members of our profession that they could
not, without a loss ofprofessional dignity and charac-
ter, extend to the paupers of our county that aid

which they otherwise would have so cheerfully

rendered.

[Signed,]

Dr. J. Roach, Dr. E. Christian,
Dr. T. Camden, Dr. S. W. Hall,
Dr. T. B. Edmiston, Dr. P. C. Mtjsser,
Dr. Wis. J. Bland, Dr. B. Godon,
Dr. N". B. Bland, Dr. J. McWhortrr.
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Test for Albumen.

Dr. Melia mixes in one part, by weight of crys-

tallized carbolic acid or phenol, one part of commer-

cial acetic acid, and two parts of 90 percent, alcohol.

In a case of albuminuria, to detect albumen, add to

100 grammes 2 centigrammes of commercial nitric

acid, and after thorough mixing add 10 of the car-

bolic acid solution. The reaction produced is said

to be very superior to that in which nitric acid alone

is used.

The Medical Classes of 1869-70.

The medical classes of this city are about the

same as last year, some increase, we believe, in the

Jefferson school. In general, throughout the coun-

try, there is a diminished attendance. In Cincin-

nati the falling off from last year's numbers is 15

per cent, or more. We hear that in all the schools

of St. Louis there are but about one hundred stu-

dents.

Dispensary for Diseases of the Throat and
Lungs in iSTew York.

The New York Legislature at its last session char-

tered a Dispensary for Diseases of Throat and Lungs.

We understand that the State Department has

just issued the charter. Among the trustees are

Drs. James R. Wood, Crane, T. G. Thomas and W.
A.. Hammond. Dr. A. Ruppaner is the physician.

The dispensary will be opened for the reception of

patients about the middle of December.

Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.

Brief Notes.
[Elicited by reading Dr. Thomas Hay's paper on the

use of the "Long Tube," in obstructed bowels.]

Eds. Med. and Surg. Reporter:
Dr. Hay, with the tact, the caution, the appli-

ances which he possesses, may not find much diffi-

culty in passing the long tube two feet into the in-

testines. Rut others have experienced greater diffi-

culty, and have utterly failed to accomplish it. It

is important that these should possess some other

successful mode of treating the case.

Believing that much mischief may have resulted

from the administration of drastic purgatives, in

obstinate obstructions of the bowels, which they

were insufficient to remove, I was glad to hear Dr.

Hay disclaim such treatment, and place his chief

dependence upon the mechanical inflation of the

bowels from below. But,* I fear that he has, un-

consciously, underrated the difficulties generally ex-

perienced in the introduction of the long tube, and

may, in the same manner, have overrated those

which accompany the use of the short one. I have

had some experience in ths use of the latter, and
my estimate is different from his.

When quite a young student, I witnessed the
treatment of a case of obstruction, in the old way,
for three days, with purgatives and ordinary injec-

tions, without any relief. In the absence of the at-

tending physician, 1 injected tliree pints of a strong
solution of assafoctida in warm water. A few
minutes after he was placed on the close-stool,

when he had a free evacuation, which afforded him
permanent relief.

In 1820 I was called to sie an elderly woman, L.
II., who had been under family treatment for two
or three days, for obstructed bowel. Observing the
nature of the case, and that it was likely to prove
intractible, I returned home and constructed a rude
anal tube, with a valve in the interior, and so large

as to fill the rectal orifice with an external flange,

to support the sphincter ani muscle. Thus armed,
I returned to my patient, and, with great ease, in-

ected two quarts of warm milk and water, which
she was enabled to retain for some minutes, by the
support which the instrument afforded to the sphinc-
ter. When placed on the close-stool she had'a
very copious, and sufficient evacuation, without re-

peating the enema.

En the same year, (1820,) I ap-
plied to John Rohrer, then a sur-

geon's instrument maker, Phila-

delphia, and had an instrument,

of the same kind, made to order,

of ivory. The accompanying fig-

ure was drawn at that time, and
shows a longitudinal section of
half the size. The experience of
half a century suggests no other
improvement, than that the outer

part should be made a little longer.

It may be made of box-wood,
ivory, or still better, of hard gum.

This instrument has now been

in use almost fifty years ; not only

in [my own, but in the practice of

a number of neighboring physi-

cians, who have repeatedly bor-

rowed it as occasion offered. Some
of whom have had similar ones

made.

We, who have thus^ tested its

use, can certify that"with any ordinary injecting ap-

paratus, we have experienced very little difficulty in

inflating the colon. And what is to us of infinitely

greater value, except in a single case, it has never

failed to afford speedy relief. A post mortem proved

the exception to be produced by external strangu-

lation of the bowel by its having been forced beneath

a strong band of organized lymj h.

Tho anal valve pipe has now been successfully em -

lilt
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ployed m from twenty to thirty well marked cases

of obstruction, with the single failure just mentioned.

Can the advocates for the long tube claim m ore than

this?

In many of the cases, a single inflation was suffi-

cient, while in others it required to be several times

repeated.

The material nsed has been various—milk, salt,

soft soap, assaicetida, have each been added to the

water. But it may be doubted whether irritants

will not. do more harm than good They do not add

to the innation.

The quantity has varied from two to four and six

quarts. In one very severe case, full seven quarts

were injected at once, with immediate relief. The

capacity of colons must vary, and perhaps the same

one will vary under different circumstances. But

so far as I have been able to judge, the relief afforded

has been. in direct ratio to the distension, or perhaps

I should say, to the distending force.

E. Michexek, M. D.

Toughkenamon, Chester county
,
Pa.,

m.k of nth mo., 1SG9.

Hydrophobia—Case of Georgiana McCready.

Eds. Med. & Surg. Bepouter :

As the false report of the case of Georgiana

McCready, who died in this city last September, of

hydrophobia, is attracting so much attention, I will

here give the details of the case in full.

The patient, a young girl aged twelve years, was

bitten the 12th of July hist, about noon, by a small

dog, said to be rabid. 1 was called to attend her

soon after the occurrence, and found two severe

wounds and sever al scratches, just in rear of the ex-

ternal and internal malleoli, and above the os calcis

of the left foot. There not being sufficient sofc

parts to " cut out the bite," the tendo achillis being

badly injured, and amputation being objected to by

the parents, my only resort was cauterization,

which I did with a stick of argent nitras most

thoroughly, and bandaged the limb just above very

tightly, to prevent, as much as possible, the return

of the venous Mood j
until forty-rive American

leeches were applied about' the wounds. Then I

poured in the wounds a strong solution of acid car-

bolic, and ordered flaxseed poultices (made as di-

rected by Dr. Gross) to be applied every hour, for

twelve hours in succession ; then every two hours,

for two days; then four times a day, for three

weeks; giving internally liq. potass, arsenitis, gtt.vj.

ter die. At the end of this time the wounds healed

kindly with glycerine and cream. There being no

premonitions of hydrophobia yet, considering the

large amount of surface exposed to the infection or

absorption of the poison, I concluded that the

animal was not really rabid, or if so, that the treat-

ment, must have been effectual. The child began

school duties again, apparently as well as ever, on

the beginning of the tenth week from the date of

the occurrence. On Sunday afternoon of the,

eleventh week, I was called to see her. She com-
plained of pain in the dorsal, cervical and occipital

regions; bowels soluble; stomach irritable. I or-

dered

Hyd. chlor. mit., gr. f.

Pulv. ipecac, et. opii,

Bismuth subnit., aa. gr. v. M.

One to be takon every three hours until four were

taken. Found her better next morning; in the

afternoon still comfortable; ordered a dose of castor

oil. I was called early next morning (Tuesday) for

the same troubles, very much aggravated, with a

wild, staring gaze of the eyes
;

eye-lids widely

stretched and pupils dilated as if by atropia, and a

sensation "as if something was crawling in her

lame foot," which she said she had felt more or less

since Sunday afternoon. Up to this time she could

be induced to drink water, though there had been

some repugnance to it since Monday morning.

Now, there was a positive refusal, and a very visible

shudder at the mere mention of it, a frightful

expression of countenance, and a shrinking back

in bed when it was carried near her so that she

could see it. There was also some frothing at the

mouth. ]S: ourishment of any kind was refused

since Monday at breakfast. The respirations and

pulse had been on the increase since Sunday after-

noon, until now the respirations began to be irregu-

lar, with occasional long breaths, and the pulse full*

hard and frequent with spasmodic flutterings. I

ordered her to take sulph. morphia? gr. i-5 every hour.

Watching the effect very carefully, I noticed but a

very slight contraction of the pupils even after the

fifth dose. The respirations were more regular,

circulation reduced in volume and frequency, and

the pain easier but not entirely dissipated. Her

senses were perfect, recognizing all about her, and

begging her friends not to be concerned on her ac-

count.

Knowing the case to be one of hydrophobia, I de-

termined to inject morphiae snip., hypodermically,

enough to relieve her as much as possible of pain

and other suffering, and carry the anodyne effect as

far as practicable, having the pupils and subsidence

of pain as my gnide. Accordingly, as the effects of

morphia she had taken by the mouth began to be

exhausted, I injected'' one-sixth of a grain of sulp.

morph. under the skin of the left arm, over the in-

sertion of the deltoid, which, after fifteen minutes,

produced a very little contraction of the pupils and

quieted her to some extent. The case being one of

rare occurence, and myfirst of the kind, by consent

of the parents I called in consultation Dr. F. F.

Burmeister, at nine o'clock, P. M., (Tuesday,) who
confirmed the diagnosis and recommended the con-

tinuation of morphia, hypodermically used, in quan-
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: tities sufficient to relieve pain. Accordingly one-

* eighth of a grain was given every three hours, care-

fully noting the effects. Beef tea was ordered, which

the patient resisted taking. Finding it caused her

a good deal of anxiety and pain, we ordered chicken

broth injections, per rectum, which seemed to calm

her very much. By appointment, and consent again

•f parents, I met Dr. Bitemeisteb, together with

,
Drs. Thos. Shklneb and Houston, at nine o'clock,

A. M., Wednesday, in consultation. The diagnosis

was confirmed, and treatment continued with the

addition of bromide of potassium, in fifteen grain

doses, every hour, which the patient could not be in-

duced to take though she was perfectly sensible.

About eleven o'clock her symptoms began to im-

prove and her w hole appearance decidedly changed,

and Ave began to hope for her life. She took water

less reluctantly and ate ravenously. This continued

until three o'clock, P. M., when her breathing sud-

denly became irregular and labored, the pulse quick

and fluttering, and the pupils dilated to their fullest

extent, but her mind was perfectly clear, taking notice

of, and interest in, everything done in the room, and

continued so until she died, about thirty minutes

past eight o'clock. P. M.. Wednesday.

J. Shular Handle. M. D.
Philadelphia, Nov., 1869.

News and Miscellany.

Artificial Kespiration.
The Bevista Cimica publishes a description of a

new method for producing artificial respiration.

The method has much analogy with that recently

desciibed before the Academy of Medicine of Pars
under the name of " Succussion."

It is practiced in the following manner :—Take the

child under the axilla?, and holding the head fixed by

the palms of the hands, impress upon the body re-

peated shakes. The entry and exit of air through

the glottis are indicated by a peculiar sound. The
priority of discovery of this method is due to Pac-

cini. It is based on the amplification of the tho-

racic cavity, produced by the elevation of the shoul-

ders, which, by means of the clavicles, acts upon the

sternum, and it acts upon the ribs.

Care must be taken that the head is neither much
extended nor flexed. The following is the manner
of proceeding

:

The patient, being extended on a bed or table,

the doctor takes his place at the head, and fixes it

against the breast, then he pulls strongly with his

hands on the arms of the patient, applying the four

last fingers in the axillary cavity, and placing the

thumb on the neck of the humerus. This being

done, he gives the shoulders a forcible movement
upwards and forwards.

It is necessary to make counter-extension by fix-

ing the feet by some means or other.

Infant Mortality in France.

The Imperial Academy of Medicine of Paris lis-

tened recently with much satisfaction, and with

symptoms of unequivocal approval, to a very re-

markable discourse of M. Fauvel on tlie question of"

Infant Mortality. What, he asks, are the causes of

the fearful death rate amongst nurselings? The
principal ones may be divided into three heads :

—

Want of supervision, want of care, insufficient or

unhealthy food. Of these causes, the last is undoubt-

edly the most hurtful ; but the question is, how can

it be remedied by regulations ? Are there -not gen-

eral causes which will escape every supervision and

every regulation? The deductions drawn by M.

Fauvel show the social Condition of most nurses,

their poverty and their discomfort, which forbid them

to afford their unfortunate nurselings anything but

an inadequate quantity of food. Female lactation

is utterly deficient in France ; this is the fact enun-

ciated by M. Fauvel, and it is deficient because ma-
ternal nursing having become exceptional, hired

nursing no longer supplies the demand. There is

no longer any choice of nurses, and it becomes ne-

cessary to employ those who are available, whatever

they may be.

Large Families.

A writer in the Medical Press and Circular says.:

Is it not preposterous to find that a large family is

made by one man a reason for his claiming our cha-

rity, and by another an excuse for his commission

of a crime ! and yet botli these baits are, over and

. over again, swallowed by a gullible public.

It is not uncommon to see advertisements to the

following effect :

—

"A case for the benevolent! An
educated man, with a large young family, in great

distress, appeals, dc, &c." All I can say is, that

this gentleman's education has been of very little

use to him, if it has not taught hinu with other

tilings, the wisdom, not to say the duty, of keeping

his body in subjection to his reason. Large fami-

lies are especially blameable in a clergyman. He
I

who studies the Scripture, and whose life should be

an example to his flock, should surely know how

to be " moderate in all things," more particularly

with regard to the most important functions of his

being.

A congress of naturalists and doctors was held

at Fiume, in Hungary, on the 5th September. The

assembly was presided over by Baron Vecsey, who
inaugurated it with a very remarkable discourse.

Amongst the most interesting communications which

were read were those of Dr. Bodogh on the Darwin-

ian hypothesis, the same author on the influence of

natural causes on*j nations, and by Dr. Domini on

differenfclimatological, meteorological, and sanitary

questions in connection with the marine service.
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OBITUASY.

J. SAPPINGTON, M. D.

Died on November 18, 1869, at Darlington, Md., Dr.
John Sappington, in the sixty-eighth year of his ago.
Dr. Sappington graduated at the University of Pennsyl-

vania in 1825, and since that date has practised his profes-
sion at the place of his death, with great success, and with
the result of having attached to himself a large number
of friends who sincerely deplore his loss.

W. S. F.

QUERIES AND REPLIES.
Dr. C. H. T., Philadelphia—Kuchenmeister advises, in

the strongest terms, for ascaris lumbricoides, santonate
of soda, in doses of gr. ij-iy, every morning and evening
for several days, for children. •

All other anthelmintics for round worms are as naught,
he considers, compared with this.

When he prescribes santonin itself he orders the follow-
ing:

B=. Santonin, gr. ij-iv.

Olei ricini, f.Jjj.

A teaspoonful (for'a child) every hour till it acts.

Dr. C. H. II., Ky—We would recommend the Boston
Journal of Chemistry—50 cents a year. The Journal of Ap-
plied Chemistry, pnblished in New York, is also a good
journal of the kind. The price is $1.50 a year. We will
subscribe to either for you.

[Notices inserted in this column, gratis, and are solicited
frrm all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Iiesolu-
Ucm of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to a line.]

MARRIED.

Ashhurst—Laoey—In this city, on the 1st of Decem-
ber, at the Church of the Epiphany, by the Rev. Dr. New-
ton, Francis Ashhurst, M. D., and Sarah D., daughter of
the late William N. Lacey.

Beach—Andbkws.-At Westport. Conn., Nov. 30. by
the Riv. J. Eaton Smith, assisted bv Rev. Dr. Short, Dr.
Wooster Beach of New York and Caroline B. Andrews of
Westport.

Calhoun—We<teefield.—By Rev. Silas Johnson,
Nov. 9th, Mr. S. S. Calhoun, of Indianola, Iowa, and Miss
Gertie Westeifield, daughter of Dr. C. Westertield, of
Green Bush, Warren county, Iowa.

Carlisle—Rankin—October 21st, at the Mount Pros-
pect parsonage, by Rev. R. T. Price. A. S. Carlisle, M.
D., or Candor, Pa., and Miss Jennie E. Rankin, of Mount
Pleasant township, Washington county, Pa. (See record
of deaths.)

Davis—Harris.—On the 23d ult.,at the residence of
the bride's parents, by the Rev. John Pegg, Sr., Dr. Chas.
H. S. Davis and Miss Carrie E. Harris, both ot Meriden,
Conn.

Faiir—Minor—November 18th by the Rev. T. S.
Guthrie, Mr. Wm. Henry Fair, and Miss Mary E. Minor,
eldest daughter of Dr. W. H. 11. B. and Caroline Minor,
all of Eaton, Ohio.

Hbjtry—Nanorede—Tn this citv, November 23d, at
St. Andrew's Church, by the Kight Rev. William Bacon
Stevens, I). D., Protestant Episcopal Bishop of Pennsy'-
vania, Frederick H. Henry, M. 1)., and Josephine P.,
youngest -laughter of Thomas D. Nancrede.

e of the
L. Hill,

Hill— Uavis.—November 25th, at the resides
bride, at Willistown, Pa., by Rev. J. Philips, a
M. D., of Philadelphia, and Anna M. Davis.

McC app k otv-Wh ite—Novem her 1 th, atth? residence
of the bride, by Rev. S. Steel Dr. Robert H. MeCaffertv,
and Airs. Lillie B. White, all of HilLsboro, Ohio.

Ma hon—Smith.—November 18th, at St. Luke's Church,
Germanfown, Pa., bv the Rev. John Rodney, J. Alexander
Malum, M !>., ot Camden, N. J., and Mary Bringhurst,
daughter of the late C. Augusta Smith, of Cincinnati.

Metzgar—Lloto—Oct. 28th, in the New Salem Pres-
byterian church, by Bev. D. Harbison, assisted by Rev. J.
S. Hawk and Rev. P. S. Jennings, Dr. L. R. Metzgar, o f
East Liberty, and Miss Jennie M., daughter of David
Lloyd, Esq.," of Salem, Westmoreland county, Pa.

Mirick—Walker—In Belchertown, Mass., Dec. 2, at
the residence of the bride's uncle, Mr. Oromel Walker, by
the Rev. Mr. Woodsworth, Dr. H. G. Mirick, of Brooklyn,
N. Y., and Miss E. Virginia, daughter of the late Mr. F.
C. Walker, of the former place.

Pierson—Trago—By Rev. A. Swanev, Nov. 9th, at
Carrollton, Ohio, Mr. Dallas C. Pierson, of Upper San-
dusky, and Miss M. Laura Trago, only daughter of Dr. V.
Trago.

Sarvis—Dasher, (wee Brooks.)—In the city of Colum-
bus, Ga., Sept. 14, at the residence of the brine's father,
Mr. F. M. Brooks, by the Rev. Meall, Dr. H. V. Sarvis, of
Patterson, Pierce county, Ga., and Mrs. Mollie M. Dasher,
of Columbus, Ga.

Stone—Long—November 24th, at the residence of the
bride's father, by the Rev. G. W. Terry, of Gosport, Ind.,
R. French Stone, M. D., of Bainbridge, and Tillie C,
daughter of Dr. Wm. Long, of New Maysville, Indiana.

Stone—Morse—In Newton, Mass., Nov. 16th, Dr.
Richard H. Stone, of Brooklyn, N. Y., and Miss Carrie
Morse of New on, Mass.

DIED.

Adams.—Surgeon Newton H. Adams, ot* the United
States Navy, died in Washington on November 18th, aged
thirty- four years.

Benham—In Pittsburg, Pa., November 17th, Bobert
Rand, only son of Dr. S. N. and Nellie Rand Benham,
aged one year.

Carlisle—November 1st, after a few hours' illness of
coi gestion of the brain, at the resideuce of his father, in
Smith township, Washington county, Pa., A. S. Carlisle,

M. D., of Candor, Pa. "(See record of marriages-, above.)

Darling—Dr. Darling, an old an experienced physi-
cian, died recently in Brookville, Jefferson county, Pa.,
in the 83d year of his age.

Kiernan—Suddenly, November 27th, 1869, of conges-
tion of the lungs, Gen. James L. Kiernan, M. D., late U.
S. Consul at Chin-Kiang, China, aged 32 years and 1

month.

Lank October 16th, atthe residence of her father, Wm.
B. Lank, M. D.. Washington county, Pa., Miss Elizabeth
Antoinette Estelle Lank, in theSist year of her age, of
Laryngitis, complicated with tubercular disease* of the
lungs.

Phelps.—In Windsor, Vt., on the 22d ult., George B.
Phelps, youngest son of Dr. E. E. Phelps ; from the result

of wounds received at the battle of Antietam.

Proudfit In New York, November 30, Julia M.., wi-
dow of the late Dr. James O. Proudfit.

Shaw.—In Bethel, Vt., November 17th, Cynthia L.

Shaw, wife of John M. Shaw, of Bethel, and daughter of
Dr. John Porter, of Schroon, N. Y., aged 59.

METEOROLOGY.

NOV. 22, 23, 24, 25, 26,
|

27,
|

28.

WTind s. W. S.W. N. W. N. W. S. W. S. E. N.W.
Cl'dy Cl'dy CI 'dy Clear Clear Cl'dy Clear

Weather.
j

Rain Rain. Rain.

DepthRain 8-10
I 3-10

Tiiermom
Minimum.. WP 21° 32° 18° 21° 30° 21°

At ft, A M. 32 42 V> 30 30 42 38
At 12. M... 42 40 41 37 42 45 44
At 3, P. M. 43 45 40 3(5 41 44 44
Mean [35.50 37. 38.75 30.25 33.50 40.25 36.75

Barometer..
At 12, M-.. 30.1 30.1 30.1 30.1 30.1 30. 30.1

German-town, Pa. B. J. Leedom.



THE

MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER.
No. 669.] PHILADELPHIA, DECEMBER 25, 1869. [Vol. XXI.—No. 26.

Original Department.

Communications.

OBSERVATIONS ON THE EFFECTS OF
ELECTRIC CURRENTS UPON THE
LIVING TISSUES, AND UPON

NUTRITION.

By MM. Legros et Onimus.

Translated by J. Solis Cohen, M. D., of Philadelphia.

Traumatic Paralysis.*—Mademoiselle Barbe

Seifert, aged nineteen years, had been ope-

rated upon by Prof. Thiersch for a tumor,

which showed itself beneath the left ear. The
facial nerve was divided in the extirpation,

and there resulted a complete paralysis of all

the muscles of the right side of the face. At
he end of twenty days, the wound had com-

pletely healed, and the sensibility remained

normal.

The induction current gave no indication of

contraction for any of the muscles of the par-

alysed side, whether the interruptions were

strong or feeble, rapid or slow. A current

of ten elements of the apparatus of Stohrer

produced contractions of all these muscles.

The •contractions were stronger in placing the

negative pole upon the muscles and the posi-

tive at the nape of the neck, than when the

inverse disposition was employed. The con-

tractions of the paralyzed muscles were, how-

ever, less strong and more sluggish than those

of the sound muscles.

At the end of three weeks, excitation of the

branches of the facial nerve failed to produce

contractions, whether under the influence of

the induced current, or under the influence

of the current of the pile. But direct electri-

zation of the muscles produced well pro-

nounced contractions with the current of the

pile, but not with the induced current.

In other cases of facial paralysis, Meyer, of

#Loc. citv p. 81.

Berlin* has observed that when muscular con-

traction is still produced by induced currents,

the continuous currents determine contractions

more feeble than in cases where the induced

currents are unable to produce any contraction.

These cases, in general, are cured more
promptly.

We have had occasion to observe two cases

of facial paralysis, the one rheumatic and the

other traumatic, where this difference of action

between the induced current and the current

of the pile was very remarkable.

Mr. G
,
merchant, had left one of his

bed-room windows open during the night

(June, 1867). The next morning he awoke
with the entire right half of the body com-

pletely paralyzed. The mouth was strongly

drawn to the left side
;
any movement of the

muscles of the right cheek was impossible ; he
could neither blow nor whistle ; when he ate,

he was obliged, at every moment, to push the

food towards the right cheek with his fingers

;

he was unable to close his eyelids.

Sensibility was very well preserved. Elec-

trized with a very feeble current of the pile

(ten elements of Remak), all the muscles of

the face on the paralyzed side contracted per-

fectly. The induction current on the other

hand did not produce any contraction.

In proportion as the cure, which became

complete, at the end of twenty sittings, pro-

gressed, it became necessary to employ a

stronger current (twelve, fifteen, then twenty

elements) to produce contractions of the mus-

cles of the face. During all this time the in-

duction currents, applied as strong as they

could be supported, did not produce any con-

traction.

We had occasion to see this patient again

more than a year after his recovery, and

although during the first weeks of his facial

*Die Electricitat in ihrer anwendung auf praktische

Medicin. (Lately translated into English by Pjtpf. Ham-
mond, New York.)
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paralysis, a current of ten elements of Rernak

provoked contractions, we were only able to

obtain very feeble contractions with twenty-

five elements.

Mademoiselle II , five years previously,

had a tumor removed, which had been situated

along the ramus of the lower jaw, below the

right ear. Her features were perfectly regu-

lar before the operation
;
right after the opera-

tion she had a complete paralysis of the side

on which the tumor had been located. We
did not see the patient at this time, but she

asserted that the mouth had been drawn to

one side more than at the time we saw it, and
that it had also been more difficult for her to

eat and to speak. We saw her three years

after the operation, that is to say after the

traumatic paralysis of the right facial nerve,

and we could detect all the phenomena
which accompany facial paralysis. She had,

for several months, followed a treatment by
induction currents. Continuous currents were

not more successful; except that during several

hours after electrization the muscles of the

paralyzed side remained less relaxed, and con-

sequently the countenance seemed to resume

its normal appearance. This effect was only

temporary, and was most marked immediately

after electrization.

Induction currents, as we had proved two

years before, and still more recently, could

not produce any appreciable contraction of

the muscles of the paralyzed side. Continu-

ous currents, on the contrary, always pro-

duced very marked contractions even with a

feeble intensity. These same currents and

with the same intensity, did not provoke any

contraction upon the corresponding muscles

of the sound side. More than four years after

the commencement of the paralysis then, this

difference of action of the electric currents

was still observed ; and in this relation, the

case appears to us to have a great deal of im-

portance.

These differences of action do not exist

only in cases of paralysis of the facial nerve;

they are equally observed in other rheumatic

and traumatic paralyses, as is proven by the

following observation taken from Liemssen:*

A little girl tumbling from a chair, broke

her left fore-arm towards the inferior third.

The accident occurred in March, 1868, but the

patient did not enter the hospital until May
17th. The forearm was deformed and its in-

#Loc. cit., pp. 92 and 93.

ferior portion prominent; the patient sup-
ported the left arm with the right hand, and
was able to perform voluntary movements,
only with great difficulty.

The patient was placed under chloroform,
and the muscles were electrized both with the
induced and with the continuous currents.
The induced current produced contractions in
all the muscles of the forearm, except the
common extensor of the fingers. This same
muscle remained unmoved in electrizing the
radial nerve. The continuous current, on the
contrary, produced contraction of this muscle,,
more strongly than with the corresponding
muscle of the right side.

May 22d. The same set of phenomena were
observed.

May ?>0tli. The mobility of the muscles of
the paralyzed muscles was improved.
The child seized hold of objects better, and

held them more firmly for a longer time.

After having moistened the forearm for
some time, so as to facilitate the conducting
power of the epidermis, we observed that a
current of ten elements produced contraction
of the paralyzed common extensor muscle

;

but not of the correspending muscle of the
sound arm. With twelve elements, the con-
traction of the left (paralyzed) side was
very strong, while it was entirely wanting
upon the right ; and it was only with fourteen
elements that we obtained a very sluggish
contraction upon the sound side.

The induced currents, whether strong or
weak, slowly or rapidly interrupted, produced
no contraction of the paralyzed side, while
they produced tetanic-like contraction of the
corresponding muscles of the sound side.

June 19th. The position of the hand, as
well as the extension of the fingers, had become
sensibly improved. The excitability under
the influence of the currents of the pile was
much diminished, that is to say that a current
of sixteen elements did not produce any con-

traction, while a current of ten elements had
produced contraction upon the oOth of May.
Induced currents produced then sluggish con-
tractions in the paralyzed muscle.

Phenomena of the same character were
observed by Liemssen in a case of cubital

paralysis.

The following are the principal deductions
which this physician draws from his different

observations :

I. There exist cases of peripheric paralysis

where the muscles do not contract, neither
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under the influence of the will, nor under that

of induced or continuous currents.

II. In some cases, the motility is in part
S
preserved, but neither the affected muscles

nor their motor nerves are excitable, whether

by induced currents or currents of the pile.

(Eulenburg (
#

),
Liemssen.)

III. The motility may be completely extin-

guished, while the muscular excitability for

both sort of currents is enfeebled and equal

(Meyer).

IY . The muscles and the motor nerves have

lost all excitability under the influence of the

will and of induced currents, while the ex-

citability is augmented with currents of the

pile.

In this case the observations give for re-

sult, the following phenomena

:

A. CURING ABSENCE OF THE MOTILITY.

1st. The contractility is augmented by the

current of the pile ; a very feeble current

which will not give any indication of contrac-

tion of the corresponding sound muscles, pro-

duces energetic contractions in the paralyzed

muscles. (Baierlacher, Schulz, Neumann,

Eulenburg, Liemssen).

2d. The excitability for the current of the

pile augments during the course of treatment,

attains rapidly a maximum, to diminish fin-

nally (Liemssen).

3d. The excitability for the current of the

pile is not always increased at the same time

in all the branches of the paralysed nerve.

In the muscles and in the less excitable

branches of the nerves, it augments and di-

minishes more slowly than in the muscles and

in the branches of the more excitable nerves

(Liemssen).

4th. The contraction produced by the cur-

rents of the pile, is less rapid in the paralyzed

muscles than in the healthy muscles.

5th. The contraction does not often arise

except by direct irritation of the muscle ;
and

not by irritation of the corresponding motor

nerve. (Neumann, Liemssen.)

B. WITH THE RETURN OF MOTILITY.

6th. The excitability under.the influence of?

the current of the pile is lost, little by little

with the return of voluntary movement, during

which the excitability by the induction current

returns little by little. (Schulz, Liemssen.)

7th. The excitability by the current of the

pile is lost little by little, with the return of

motility, but the excitability by the induction

(*) Zur Therapie der rheumatischen Facial-Parlysen
v
Deidcfies Archiv. fur Irtin. Medicin, 1866.)

current remains extinguished despite the com-

plete re-establishment of the motility.

The excitability by the two sorts of currents

does not become normal, but little by little,

and in the same proportions after several

months and several years. (Liemssen
.

)

8th. The excitability by induced currents,

in re-appearing remains more feeble for the

homologous muscles of the sound side.

9th. The excitability by the currents of the

pile remains the same, and the excitability by

induced currents, never returns. (Eulenberg,

Liemssen.)

These conclusions apply not only to trau-

matic and rheumatic paralyses, for they are

equally true in other cases. Liemssen has ob-

served similar phenomena in the case of para-

lysis of the muscles of the veil of the palate

following diphtheritic angina. In a patient

thus affected, the speech became nasal ;
and

each time that he attempted to swallow liquids

they returned by the nasal fossfe. Movement

of the muscles of the veil of the palate, both

voluntary or reflex, were completely abolished.

The application of induced currents did not

produce any contraction of these muscles. On

the contrary, the currents of the pile of eight

elements of Storher caused the glosso-staphy-

lin and the pharyngo-staphylin muscles as well

as the superior constrictor muscle of the pha-

rynx to contract very energetically. After three

sittings, the voluntary movements re-appeared

to a feeble extent ; and after nine sittings the

cure was almost complete. Liquids could be

swallowed, and the voice was no longer of

nasal clang. After five more sittings the cure

was complete, and remained so.

The difference between the effects ot the

two kinds of currents continued to be invaria-

ble ; that is to say that the excitability to the

currents of the pile did not diminish, and that

it remained null to the induced current.
^

The

current produced by the magneto-electric ap-

paratus, where the character (?) of the cur-

rent remains the same, was also unable to

produce contractions of the muscles of the

neil of the palate, while it was able to contract

the muscles of the face. A current of eight el-

ements which was unable to establish contrac.

tion of the muscles of the face, caused the mus-

cles of the veil of the palate to contract.

Mons. Bruckner* has observed in cases of

degeneration of muscles, that while the induc-

tion current remains without effect upon these
"'

#Bruckner, Uelier aas ausbleiben der Zeihmg gelahrnter

Nerven und Musl eln bei momentaner Uniersuchung des con~

tenten electrischen Strom. 1865.
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•muscles, the current of eight elements con-
tracts them at each closure of the circuit ; and
at the same time slow interruptions with the
currents of the pile produce stronger contrac-
tions than rapid interruptions do. With these
same currents very rapid interruptions, accord-
ing to this author, did not produce any muscu-
lar contraction.

We have been able to confirm the existence
of this same difference of action of the induc-
tion current, and current of the pile in a case
of fatty degeneration of the muscles.
Mme. C

,
aged thirty years, had begun

about five years previous, to experience a dif-

ficulty in extending the ring ringer of the right
hand. The other fingers had become succes-
sively affected. During the past two years
the left hand had become involved, and at
the time of our examination she presented the
following conditions : The extensor muscles
had retained very nearly their normal volume,
but they had lost in consistencey, and were
only able to contract very slowly under the
influence of the will. Both hands were half
closed, and none of the fingers could be ele-
vated. The flexor muscles were likewise a lit-

tle enfeebled, but the patient was able to
close the hand completely.
The induced current applied to the flexor

muscles produced pretty powerful contrac-
tions, but less energetic for an equal intensity
of current, than was produced upon the per-
fectly healthy muscles. These same currents,
upon the extensor muscles, produced but a
very feeble contraction, while the currents of
the pile determined on these same muscles,
and relatively to the induced currents, much
stronger contractions. On placing one of the
poles of the constant current upon the skin
which covers the extensors, we could maintain
the hand in extension.

This difference of action between the cur-
rents of the pile and the interrupted current,
has likewise been observed by us in a case of
lead paralysis, in the person of a workman
who entered the Beaujon hospital under the
service of Mons. Axenfeld. This patient had
been affected with saturnine paralysis of the
•extensors, twelve years previously, and had
been completely cured at that time. A simi-
lar affection had returned during the past two
months. Both arms were involved, but the
right arm especially. Induced currents, even
tolerably feeble, produced contractions in all
the muscles of the forearm, except in the ex-
tensor muscles of the fingers ; but with a strono-

induced current, a sluggish contraction ofthese
muscles could be obtained. When the skin was
well moistened, and the induced current strong
enough, the current traversed the arm and acted
upon the flexors, the hand flexed upon the arm,
and the fingers became flexed. We tried in this
case, and without obtaining any difference of
action, both electro-magnetic and magneto-
electric apparatuses. The current of fifteen
elements of Marie-Davy, on the contrary, did
not effect any contraction upon all the healthy
muscles, and contracted only the common ex-
tensor muscle of the fingers, the proper exten-
sor of the index, and the extensors of the-
thumb

;
that is to say, those only upon which

the induced current provoked no action.
Prof. Axenfeld and Mons. Duchenne (of Bou.
logne) were witnesses of this fact.

We have endeavored to detect this differ-
ence of action between the currents of the
pile and induced currents, in other cases of
saturnine paralysis, but we have not observed
it as distinctly as in the case just mentioned.
Even in this case, the phenomena varied
sometimes from one day to another. How-
ever, in the majority of other cases of satur-
nine paralysis there is a difference of action
upon the muscles in favor of the continuous
current, and this difference relates especially,
according to our observation, to the duration
of the malady, and the moment of the treat-
ment during which the muscular contractility
is examined. We are as yet unable to give
more precise indications upon this point.

°

The lesson we learn from all these facts is,,

that there exists a very great difference of
action between the currents of the pile and
currents, of induction and that we should
never confound their action even for contrac-
tility. As the currents of the pile do not
produce as energetic and painful effects as
induced currents, many physicians are unable
to see anything more in the effects of currents-
of the pile than those effects produced by very
feeble currents of induction

; and they repeat
in all sorts of manners that it is only a ques-
tion of greater or less intensity.

We have dwelt so much upon these patho-
logical facts, because they demonstrate in so
palpable and summaiy a manner, a manner
no one can be deceived, that ihere is by whick
ence between the action of these two a differ-

kinds of electric currents, so great that one
may act, so to say, contrarily to the other.
Again, the continuity possible with the cur-

rents of the pile, and the forced interruptions
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of induced currents, does not constitute

the sole difference between these two kinds

of currents, as has long been believed
;
for, as

all these facts go to prove, the interrupted cur-

rent of the pile differs essentially from the inter-

rupting current of induction. Although in this

respect the two sorts of currents have a com-
mon character, that of interruption

,
they pos-

sess different propensities altogether,—in their

mode of production, in their tension, and in

their chemical action.

The importance of this difference to diag-

nosis is very great, for as can be readily un-

derstood, it is impossible io learn exactly the

condition of a muscle if we are confined to the

induced current in our exploration of its con-

tractility.

In traumatic paralysis, in certain cases of

rheumatismal paralysis, saturnine paralysis,

in infantile # paralysis the muscles do not

contract under the influence of induced cur-

rents, while they do contract, on the contrary,

under the influence of continuous currents.

It is equally necessary to take account of this

difference of action in a therapeutic point of

view, but we do not wish to insist upon those

considerations at this place, because we have
yet to examine this question m a physiologi-

cal point of view.

Erb,t Hugo Liemssen, and August Weiss,±

have endeavored to produce upon animals

some of the varieties of peripheric paralysis

which are observed in the human subject,

sometimes by dividing the nerves, and some-

times by bruising them. There are some dif-

ferences in the observations of these authors,

but merely in reference to questions of detail;

for they all accord as to the principal facts.

After the section or crushure of a peripheric

nerve (the experiments have been made prin-

cipally upon the anterior tibial nerve) we
observe the loss of excitability, very rapidly.

Often after twenty-four or forty-eight hours,

the nerve is no longer excitable by electric

currents, whether those of induction or those

of the pile.

The duration of the loss of excitability va-

ried between three weeks and seven months.

* The Journal of Psychol gy of Hammond (18C8-9;) has
published irora various American authors, several cases

of infantile paralysis cured by the continuous current.

\Zur Pathologic and pathologischen Anatomic pcripheris-

cher Pdralysen. ( Deutsche s arch.fur klin. mad. Bd. iv. et.

Bd. v, 18G8.)

+Die Veranderunyen der Erregbarkeit bei traumaiisechn

Lahniungen. {Deutsches arch.fur klin. med. Bd. iv, 1868.

A simple section of the nerve requires from
four to eight weeks for the separation of the

excitability. It requires on the contrary six

to seven months, when a portion of nerve has

been removed to the length of 3 or 4 millime-

ters.

When but a slight contusion of the nerve is

made, the loss of excitability is of slight dura-

tion, but the excitability diminishes for both
species of currents, especially for the induced

current.

The return of the excitability in the wound-
ed nerve always takes place in its central por-

tion several days before appearing in the peri-

pheral portion.

While induced and continuous currents pro-
duce the same force of excitation for the cen-
tral portion, the excitation produced by the
continuous current for the peripheral portion
is greater than that produced by the induced
current.

The return of the excitability of the nerve
coincides with the return of the muscular ex-
citability by the continuous current, and with
the diminution of the muscular excitability by
the continuous current.

MUSCLES.
CURRENTS OF INDUCTION.

I

CURRENTS OF THE PILE.

(Currents called Constant and
Continuous.)

Almost immediately after
the section of the nerve the
muscular excitability is aug-
mented.
In half the cases there is a

slight diminution of excita-
bility the second day. but
which only lasts some little

time.

The muscular excitability
diminishes almost immedi-
ately after the section or
compression of a peripheric
nerve.
Sometimes, however, the

normal state exists several
days after the lesion of the
nerve. In this case the lesion
has been made at considera-
ble distance from the mus-
cle.

The further the lesion is

distant from the muscle
the longer the muscle re
mains without losing its ex
eitability.

The loss of excitability va-
ries between four and twen-
ty-eight weeks.

The excitability tends to
augment during several
weeks, so much so that fee-
ble currents produce con-
traction of the muscles,
which they do not produce
on the sound muscles.
For the sound muscles, the

negative pole product s more
energetic contractions ; that
is to say, that if in placing
the positive pole directly
Vi pon the muscle , it is neces-
sary to employ five elements
to obtain a contraction, four
will suffice when the nega-
tive pole is placed directly
upon the muscle. Th j con-
trary takes place for the in-
jured muscles, and it is ne-
cessary to employ from two
to six elements more when
the negative pole is placed
upon the muscle than when
the positive pole is placed
there.
The excitability ofthe mus-

cles diminishes when it re-
turns under the influence of
induced currents.
This excitability remains,

however, during a long time,
superior to that produced by
(induced currents.

Ebb has sought to establish a relation be-

I tween these modifications of electric excita-

The return of the excita-
bility occurs very slowly,]
and attains the normal state
with difficulty.

Sometimes it does not re-|

appear for years.
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bility and the anatomical alterations. As
for the nerves, it is recognized by most

physiologists that the section or compression

of the nervous tubes produces degeneration

of the medullary sheath, and that the nervous

element regenerates itself little by little. It

is after this complete regeneration that the

electric excitability reappears.

But on the other hand several observations

demonstrate that the voluntary movements
take place at an epoch when the electric ex-

citability is completely wanting. Mons. Erb
believes that this difference is owing to the

fact that the axis cylinder is alone necessary

for the conduction of excitation; while in

order to be excited directly the nerve must be

intact, that is to say compound, consisting of

the axis cylinder and the myeline which sur-

rounds it. We know that in alterations of

nerves, it is the axis cylinder which persists

the longest time, and in the regeneration it is

that equally which appears the first.

This theory, which is very hypothetical,

does not account for the difference of action

of the two sorts of currents. Liemssen ap_

pears to us to have indicated one of the rea-

sons which occasion this difference. Pie be-

lieves it due to the difference of rapidity of

the two currents. The induced currents have

an extreme velocity, their passage is brusque,

momentaneous
;
they fulfil perfectly the condi-

tions which, for sound nerves, calls forth the

strongest excitation—that is to say the rapid

cha,nge in the intensity of the current.

But if the nerve has undergone alteration,

and we believe to have added this considera.

tion to the fact signalized by Liemssen, its

excitability is still less, and at the same time

it is necessary that the excitant action exist

longer.

The induced currents in this case act too

rapidty, and are unable, in consequence, to

produce the activity of the nerve. The cur-

rents of the pile, on the contrary, act during

a longer or shorter time, at the will of the

operator, and let him make the interruptions

as frequently as he can, they will always be

much less frequent than those produced by
the induced current. Besides, as we have

pointed out, if the interruption with the cur-

rents of the pile are too rapid, they determine

less powerful contractions.

The same occurs with the muscles. If they

are healthy there is no excitant comparable

to induced currents
;

if, on the contrary, they

are altered, their contraction is very feeble

under the influence of these currents and very

slow, for they are not as sensitive to the ex-

citation.

This theory, however, is still insufficient,

for if it does take account of the less energetic

action of the induced current, it does not ex-

plain wherefore the altered muscles contract

more energetically than the sound muscles

under the influence of the continuous current.

"We shall attempt to complete this study by
some personal researches.

We have been struck, for a long time*, with

the difference of action of the continuous cur-

rent upon striated fibres and upon the non-

striated fibres. While nnder the influence of

these currents, the contraction of healthy stri-

ated fibres is feeble and momentary, it is on

the contrary very marked, and often long per-

sistent upon the smooth fibres.

In some experiments upon the contraction

of the intestine, we have likewise observed

several times, both with the manometer and
with a registering apparatus, that when we
could no longer obtain any contraction by the

induced current, it could still be produced by

the continuous current. In a former article

we have given [BecJiercJies experimentales sur

les mouvements de Vintestin,) two tracings indi-

cating contractions which were obtained with

the continuous current when even the in-

duced current failed to produce any effect.

In the striated muscles, fatigue and the di-

minution of contractility after death, gave

still the same results.

Upon muscles which we have maintained

contracted by induced currents during several

minutes, we obtained still stronger contrac-

tions with the continuous current when the

muscle was fatigued. Upon a muscle thus fa-

tigued, we placed the two reopheres of an

induced current directly upon it, which deter-

mined a permanent contraction. At the mo-

ment that the muscle was thus contracted by
the passage of an inauced current, we applied

at the same time, the electrodes of a current

of the pile, and under this influence, the mus-

cle contracted still more. The continuous

current gave then in this case a more power-

ful contraction than the induced current. This

phenomena never occurred when the muscle

i was fresh.

When, by their death, the muscles gradually

lose their excitability, the same difference oc-

curs between the induced currents and the cur-

rents of* the pile. Without detailing our experi-
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ments upon animals, we may cite the obser-

vations which we have recently had opportu-

nity to verify upon the human body. These
researches were made by us in the laboratory

of Mods. Robin and in his presence, upon the

cadaver of a criminal who had been executed

some hours previously. The execution took

place at five o'clock in the morning, and at

half-past seven all the muscles of the trunk

still possessed their electric excitability ; but

no contraction was produced by acting di-

rectly upon the peripheral nerves or upon the

spinal marrow. The excitability of the

nerves then, as is already well known ] is lost

before that of the muscles.

Muscles exposed to the air lose their excita-

bility very rapidly ; but this is not the case

with the deeper muscles. At half-past eleven,

six hours and a half after death, the muscles

of the calf still contracted under the influence

of the electric currents, notwithstanding that

cadaveric rigidity had already begun in the

lower limbs. Mechanical excitation equally

excited contraction of the muscular fibres, and

it seemed to us that at this period the me-

chanical excitants acted more powerfully than

when the muscles are alive,

The contractility appeared to us to persist

longer in muscles with long fibres.

Upon the trapeze we have noted very

marked contractions six hours and a half, and
more, after death. These contractions were
more energetic by the application of continu-

ous currents than by those of induced currents,

which is contrary to what takes place in fresh

muscles.

The form of the contraction was entirely

different from that which is obtained with

fresh muscles. It was slow and progressive,

and resembled more of the smooth muscular
fibres. The contraction was a little more ra-

pid with induced currents, but less powerful.

When electrization ceased, the muscles re-

turned to themselves with equal slowness.

This movement was more rapid when the

muscles had been electrized with the induced

current.

Instead of obtaining during the passage of

the continuous current, a relaxation of the
muscular fibres, as takes place with fresh mus-
cles, the muscle electrized remained contracted

during the whole time of the application of

tha currents. However, being pressed in our

researches, we were not able to keep the con-

tinuous currents applied longer than from

5 l7

thirty to forty-five seconds, and we could not

assure ourselves whether this state of contrac-

tion would continue several minutes. But,

even in the conditions which we have indi-

cated, this difference in the action of continu-

ous currents upon these muscles, and upon
fresh muscles, is very remarkable.

These different facts demonstrate to us that

when from any cause (defect of nutrition, fa-

tigue, death,) the striated muscles are sub-

jected to a change in their normal state, they

no longer respond to electric currents in the

same manner as before. Thus, in case of

rheumatx or traumatic paralysis, &c, (we
have endeavored to prove that this tact is gen-

eral) the muscular bundles undergo an altera-

tion often appreciable to the microscope.

It is logical, then, to admit that in the path-

ological facts which we have cited, the contin-

uous currents act more energetically upon
injured muscles than upon sound muscles, be-

cause the muscular substance has undergone

a special transformation which approaches the

striated fibre to the smooth fibre, which may
even be its embryonic condition. In fact we
have observed phenomena of the same order

in the muscles of embryos. Upon the young

embryos of rats, living and near term, we have

seen that in the first moments the induced

currents and the currents of the pile produced

contractions of the muscles of the limbs. But

at the end of very little time the induced cur-

rents failed to produce contractions, while the

currents of the pile produced comparatively

strong contractions. In addition, the contrac-

tion produced by the continuous current is

permanent and maintained during all the time

in which the current is applied.

There is then a pathological condition of the

muscular fibre where the induced currents no

longer produce any contraction, or but very

feeble contractions, while the currents of the pile

(continuous currents) determine verypronounced

contractions, and often even more energetically

than in the normal condition.

NERVOUS SYSTEM.
I.

The effects of electric currents on the ner-

vous system are very varied, and we cannot

enter here into all the details. We only dwell

upon one question, as interesting, in a practi-

cal point of view, as it is theoretically.

The importance which the German authori-

ties attach to the facts discussed by Du Bois-

Reymond is well known, and in all their works
on Electro-therapeutics, they endeavor to ex-

Communications,
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plain the curative powers of electric currents

in accordance with these facts. The tendency

is a good one, certainly, but we believe it to

be exaggerated. For one thing, the theory of

Du Bois-Eeymond is no longer tenable when
he endeavors to identify the electric fluid with

the nervous flux ; a,nd the hypothesis that, in

paralysis, neuralgia, etc., they reinforce and
modify the electric tonicity of a nerve appears

to us not only an exaggeration, but a great

error. In all affections of the nerves, as in

those of every other species of anatomic ele-

ment, the alteration consists in a modification

of nutrition ; and the electric currents act, the

greater part of the time, according to us, only

by their influence upon the intimate nutrition,

upon the phenomena of endosmose and of ca-

pillarity, and upon the circulation. As to the

electric currents of nerves and muscles, there

are concomitant phenomena, and not excep-

tional.

The facts of anelectrotonos and of catelec-

trotonos, discovered by Pfluger, render these

theories very seductive, and the entire Ger-

man school adopt them in their dissertations

upon the influence of currents, and upon the

elective properties of nerves. A continuous

current soothes because it produces anelectro-

tonos ; the same excites because it produces

the calelectrotonic condition. The one ren-

ders the molecules more mobile, the other

maintains them in a stabile state ; the one re-

inforces the currents proper, the other en-

feebles them. The direction of the current,

its intensity, its action upon the muscles of

the arterioles, its electrolytic effects, every-

thing disappears before this single law : the

positive pole causes the excitability of the

nerves to disappear because it determines the

anelectrotonic state, and the negative pole

augments the excitability because it produces

the catelectrotonic state.

Thanks to Mattencci, all the incontestible

facts upon which they uphold these theories,

have received a simple and rigorous explana-

tion ; but up to the present time the German
school has not yet taken any account of the

experiments of this Italian savant. Mattencci

argues from this principle easy of experimental

demonstration, that even the most rapid pas-

sage of the current of the pile is accompanied

by electrolytic phenomena : acids are depos-

ited at the positive pole, and alkalies at the

negative pole ; and the experiments of physi-

ologists have long made known that nerves

lose their excitability in the presence of acids,

and that their excitability is augmented , on the
1

contrary, by the contact of feeble alkalies.

In an historical and theoretical point of
j

view, it is very curious to compare these facts
j

with those which have been discovered con-

cerning vegetables, where it has been ob-]

served that the development of plants occurs

more rapidly near the positive pole than at

the negative pole. Here again, the effect is

but indirect, for potassa and chalk form the

salts dissolved in the water, are produced near

the negative pole, while acids are disengaged

at the »positive pole. It is known that bases

favor the transformation of starch into dex-

trine and sugar necessary for germination,

while the presence of acids arrests this trans-

formation.

In employing distilled water in such manner
that the passage of the current produces only

hydrogen at the negative electrode, and

oxygen at the positive one, we favor, on the

contrary, germination at the positive pole by
the oxygen and ozone which are developed

there.

II.

But however indirect, this predominant in-

fluence of the negative pole is no less re-

markable ; and as electrolytic phenomena
have a very great action in physiological

effects, it is necessary to consider them in a

practical point of view.

Some experiments seem, besides, to demon-

strate that the negative pole is alone effica-

cious in producing the decomposition of sub-

stances transmitted by a current, (Daniel,

Yorcillet.) For example, in making an elec-

tric current traverse a series of U shaped tubes

filled with chloride of gold, we notice, at the

end of some time, that the gold decomposed

proceeds from the liquid which is in connec-

tion with the negative electrodes. Chemical

test proves that the liquid surrounding the

positive electrodes does not part with its gold.

The same occurs with other salts.

These facts, apparentlv in opposition to the

laws of electolysis, which show that the quan-

tities decomposed depend on the quantity of

electricity which passes and not on the nature

of the current, have explained by many physi-

cists (d ?Almeida, Poggendorf), just like the

anomalies which are often encountered in the

use of the voltameter (Jamin); but the fact

|

itself is no less worthy of remark in a medical
1 point of view. In the electrolysis of the tissues,

I

the eschar furnished by the negative pole is,
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in fact, always more considerable than that

which is produced at the positive pole. More,

we believe that it is in this chemical action,

more considerable at the negative pole, that

is to be attributed, at least in part, the greater

excitation which the negative pole produces,
in.'

These facts, purely physical, prove well that

for the difference of action of the positive and

negative poles, it is not necessary to resort to

hypotheses which are all more or less obscure

The influence of the direction of the current,

however, seems to us to be outside of the

purely physical phenomena, and proper to the

living nerves themselves. We have already

said that the current in the centripetal direc-

tion, contracts the arterioles and diminishes

the quantity of blood in the peripheric portions,

while the centrifugal current, on the contrary,

dilates the vessels. As the circulation has a

great influence upon the excitability of the

nerves, it is very probable that one portion of

the action of currents on the nervous centres

may be explained in this wray.

Upon the other hand, the motor nerves

transmit the nervous influence of the centres

to the periphery, while the sensitive nerves

transmit it from the periphery to the centres •>

and it is possible that a centrifugal current

acts with more force upon the motor nerves,

and a centripetal current with more force

upon the sensitive nerves. This ha£ in fact

been demonstrated by the. experience of va-

rious authors ; and we have here collated the

influence of the continuous current upon the

peripheric nerves.

A. The descending current is that which
acts most energetically upon the motor nerves.

B. The inverse or ascending current is the

one which acts the most energetically upon
the sensitive nerves.

C. The excitability of the nerves is dimin-

ished by a direct or descending current, and is

augmented by an inverse or ascending current.

We have equally seen, in searching the in-

fluence of the direction of the currents upon
the spinal marrow :

—

D. That the descending current applied

upon the spinal cord acts upon the motor
nerves by direct, and not by reflex action.

E. That the ascending current augments the

excitability of the cord, and that it acts upon
the motor nerves by reflex action.

F. That the descendant current prevents
reflex action, while an ascending current aug-
ments it.#

* Memoircs de la Socictedt biologie. Mai, 1868.

5*9

It is important to remark here that this has-

nothing to do with the local action of this or

that pole. Of course, with a descending cur-

rent for example, the positive pole is the one

placed nearest the centres ; and the partisans

of electro i onos and catalectrotonos may object

that this lesser excitability of the descending

current is due to the presence of the positive-

pole near the centres. But were this the case,

we ought to have, at the same time, an aug-

mentation of excitability at the negative pole
;

but there is no such thing, however, under

these conditions. The inverse current, like-

wise, should, according to this hypothesis, be

always more excitant for the motor nerves

than for the sensitive nerves, a condition

equally contrary to the facts.

We admit, and we have given physical ptoof

in its support, that when the two poles are

placed upon any (one) surface of an organ, or

when they are placed upon a nerve, separated

from the centres, there is a great excitant ac-

tion on the part of the negative pole. But
when we act upon the nerves and upon the

centres in such a manner as to have a suffi-

ciently great extent of nervous substance be-

tween the two electrodes, the direction of the

current has a very marked action, because ac-

cording to its direction, and independently of

the local action of the electrodes, it influences

either the excitability of the motor nerves, or

that of the sensitive nerves. The direction of

induced currents even, seem to have a certain

influence, for A. Becquerel has remarked that

in the treatment of neuralgias by these cur-

rents it is better to employ the direct current.

This influence of the direction of the cur-

rents has great value in practice, and we at-

tach great importance to it.

The German school appears to us to be m
error in not taking into account the direction

of the currents, but only the more excitant

action of the negative pole ; it discovers noth-

ing in this action but a molecular modification,

a polarisation
,
special and different at the two

poles. Matteucci has proved in an incontesta-

ble manner, that these differences depend'

especially upon the electrolytic phenomena ; and

he insists at the same time upon the necessity

to take into consideration the direction of the

currents. However, these explanations for all

these phenomena are, perhaps, too exclusively

based upon the chemical action. For the

nerve intact and attached to the centres, and
above all protected by the surrounding tissues

Communications.
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and by the epidermis from the direct contact

of the electrodes, we believe that the direction

alone of the current has a great influence, ac-

cording as it is identical with that of the flow

of the nerve fluid or in the opposite direction*

CHAPTER V.

EFFECTS OF ELECTRIC CURRENTS UPON GEN-

ERAL NUTRITION.

I.

We have already seen the influence of elec-

tric currents upon the phenomena of endos-

mose and exosmose. It is incontestible that

in traversing living bodies, electric currents

may act in the same manner upon these phe-

nomena, that is to say augment them. Nutri-

tion is constituted by a continuous movement
of molecular change which takes place by en-

dosmose and exosmose; and consequently in

augmenting these phenomena, we stimulate

nutrition.

To appreciate the greater or less activity,of

nutrition, the best means is to study the varia-

tions which occur in the elimination of urea-

Some physiologists maintain it is true, that

urea is not directly formed in the tissues, and
that it is formed only in the kidneys. Without
entering into the details of this question, we
will only remark that urea is a product of the

oxidation of azotic substances, and even if it

does not exist ready formed in the blood, the

substances which give rise to it may exist in

the blood before its entrance into the renal

tissue. The kidneys may perhaps determine
the formation of urea, but only in acting iso-

merically, so to speak ; for we believe that it

would be absurd to maintain that the oxidation

of azotic substances does not occur but in the

kidneys. Whatever may be the theory adopted,

we can always judge of the activity of the

nutrition of the tissues by the greater or less

quantity of urea which is eliminated.

The experiments which we have undertaken
upon this subject have been made upon our-

selves and upon animals. We have presented

the principal results to the Academy of

Sciences (*).

We first analyzed the urine before electriza-

tion and after it, without paying any regard

to the total quantity of the urine, or the time
during which it was secreted. We thus de-

termined that urine examined after the em-
ployment of interrupted currents, contained

# Comptes rendus ties seances de V Academie des sciences,

19 juillet, 1869.

much less azote than before the electrization.

We equally found less azote after the use of

continuous centrifugal currents ; but we found

much more after using centripetal currents.

We append some figures whichrepresent the

azote obtained from 10 grammes of urine (*) :

Ascending Cukeewt. Descending Current.
Before. After. Before. After.
9 cc. 21 cc. 25 cc. 17 cc.
43 60 34 21

We remark that the quantity of urea is ex-

tremely variable in the rabbit, according as it-

may be fasting or undergoing digestion, sick or

well. This will explain the notable differences

of our analyses.

Without desiring to record all of our obser-

vations, we will mention the analagous analy-

ses of the urine of one of ourselves, made be-

fore and after electrization of the vertebral

column

:

Ascending Current. Descending Current.
Before. Alter. Before. After.
50 cc. 53 cc. 5(> cc. 47 cc.

40 45 76 71

in 10 grammes of urine to each analysis.

In another series of observations, we exam-
ined the urine secreted in the twenty-four

hours, before and after electrization. The
rabbit was placed in a cage destined to collect

the urine, and electrized during half an hour.

In these conditions we did not obtain very

striking results, for at the end of twenty-four

hours, a sort of equilibrium became established

in the elimination of the urine, and we could

not judge exactly as to what was the result of

the currents.

Finally, in a third series, we analyzed the

urine secreted in a given time before and after

electrization. From more than 250 analyses

of urine made under these diverse conditions

we may conclude :

1st. That interrupted currents diminish the

quantity of the urine as well as the quantity

of azote.

2d. That continuous centrifugal currents

habitually diminish the quantity of urea, and
increase that of the urine.

3d. That continuous centripetal currents ex-

aggerate the production of urea without

notably increasing the secretion of urine,

which is even sometimes diminished.

We are disposed to believe that interrupted

currents enfeeble the phenomena of general

nutrition, and that continuous currents in

facilitating endosmose and dialysis, re-enforce

the electro-capillary currents, increasing the

#In our analysis of mine we followed the process of

M. Leconte, which consists in decomposing the urine by
means of alkaline hypochlo rites, and measuring the azote.
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changes which occur in the tissues ; above all,

the centripetal current, in acting upon the

central nervous system, determines a stronger

\
reaction, a sort of artificial febrile state, which

to us explains its effects.

11.

To study the influence of continuous cur-

rents upon general nutrition in another aspect,

we day after day electrized some puppies

born at the laboratory and raised by the
mother.

We took three of them at random, and

weighed them two days after birth (March 1,

1869).
No. 1 weighed ----- 369 grammes.
"2 » -" - - - - " 364 «
"3 " 362 "

We electrized No. 1 and No. 2 for a quarter

of an hour every day by plunging one of the

forepaws and one of the hinder ones in some
tepid water containing the electrodes.

No. 1. was electrized with the descending

current, and No. 2. with the ascending current.

March 22d, a new weighing gave us
No. 1 (descendant) weighed lk, 456 gr.
" 2 (ascendant) " lk, 491 "

March 31st.

No. 1 (descendant) weighed lk, 880 gr.
" 2 (ascendant) " lk, 900 "
" 3 (not electrized at all) lk, 860 "

We then discontinued electrizing No. 1, and

in place of it electrized No. 3 every day.

April 15th, we had the following results :

No. 1 (no longer elec tri zed) weighed 2k. 621 gr.
" 2 (electrized since March 2,) " 2k, 817 "
" 3 ( " " " 31,) " 2k, 763 "
" 4 (not electrized at all) " 2k, 345 "

Two other puppies which had never been

electrized had died during this time. We
presented these puppies to the Societe de bio-

logie, and, by simple inspection, all the mem-
bers present recognized this difference of de-

velopment.

These figures show that the animals which

had been electrized had developed more rap-

idly than the others, and it permitted the con-

clusion that continuous currents act upon the

general nutrition in a very efficacious manner.

Nevertheless, we do not deny that these ex-

periments have a relative value only, for there

was nothing to allow us to suppose that all

these puppies were begotten by the same
father ; and consequently it may be admitted,

that by chance we selected those pups which

were of stouter race.

The figures above, however, show us that

one of these animals (No. 1), when no longer

electrized, lost weight in proportion to the

others ; and onthe other hand, all these pup-

pies seemed to be of the same race.

Mons. Bert having repeated this experi-

ment upon young cobayes, announced at a
meeting of the Society of Biology, in the month
of July, that he had not remarked any differ-

ence between the animals which had been
submitted to electrization, and those which
had not. We acid that Mr. Bert rationed his
cobayes, which lessened the interest of his
observations, for it is too evident that an ani-
mal cannot grow more rapidly than others,
unless in a condition to receive more nourish-
ment

; a greater activity of nutrition implies
the necessity for more copious alimentation,

in.

Nothing is more proper to show the differ-

ence of action of continuous or interrupted
currents upon the living tissues, than the ap-
plication of these currents upon certain ele-
ments of the organism devoid of nerves and
vessels, but which are still endowed with
movement. We speak of vibratile cilia and
spermatozoa.

As regards spermatozoa, experiments anala-
gous to our own have been made by Messrs.
Prevost and Dumas. We were not aware of
these previous observations when we com-
menced our researches, which conducted to
identical results.

Vibratile cilise afford a still more evident
demonstration than^do spermatozoa, besides •

which, their movement being always the same
we may hope to discover a difference of action
to the continuous current, following the line of
that current. At any rate, it was an interest-
ing fact to verify.

We will explain, in a few words, how we
arranged the experiment. Upon a glass
dibh, furnished with two metallic plates
slightly separated, we placed the vibratile
cilia or the spermatozoa, in such manner that
they touched the two thin metal plates ; these
were placed in communication with electric
apparatus furnished with a commutator.
The movements of the vibratile cilia of the

pharyngeal cellules of the frog are notably
accelerated by the passage of continuous elec-
tric currents, whatever may be the direction
of the current; the observation is as distinct
as possible in vibratile cilia in which the
movements have become very slow ; we see
them take on a new vigor and move rapidly.

Induced currents, on the contrary, retard
the movement of the cilia and then arrest it

completely. The vitality of the anatomical
elements, however, is not abolished after the
cessation of the undulations, at least, when
the current employed is very strong. In fact,
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if one cease to eleetize them, or better, if we

make use of continuous currents, the move-

ment returns little by little. The experiment

is most difficult to execute with the vibratile

cilia of the tracheal cells of mammifers, but it

occurs equally.

The action is very nearly the same with

spermatozoa, but is not so distinct ; the differ-

ence in the action of the continuous and in-

terrupted currents is not so marked, although

it is by no means doubtful.

It was in vain that we attempted to arrest

the vibratile movement of the cilia with con-

tinuous currents, even in giving them a direc-

tion opposite to that of their movement, that

is to say, placing the positive pole on the

the side where the cite drooped, and

negative on the side where they rise again

;

in spite of our attempts the undulations be-

came more rapid.

It is impossible to refer the explanation of

these facts to a modification of nutrition

caused by the electrization of these elements

separated from the remainder of the organ-

ism; it is equally impossible to invoke the

chemical decomposition of liquids, for the

augmentation in the rapidity of the move-

ments is immediate under the influence of con-

tinued currents. There is a simple excitation

of the anatomical element; this excitation is

here represented by movements : it might be

manifested by a production of heat, light, or

of electricity, if the element was qualified to

call forth these phenomena.
IV.

The chemical combinations of all sorts which

take place in the living tissues give rise to

electric currents. It is known that the currents

have been shown in muscles and in the nerves.

There exists equally a musculo-cutaneous cur-

rent, and a current between the external and

internal surface of the skin. (CI. Bernard.)

It may even be said that there are no portions

,

nor elements of the organism, where electric

currents do not take place. Mons. Becquerel

has discovered that there is a production of

electric currents in every capillary action,* and

in consequence every part of the organism

should give rise to the formation of currents,

as well in the element themselves as in the in-

terspaces which separate them.

* 5L Becquerel recommends electro-^capttlary piles in

every case where there is wanted slow, regular and con-

tinuous electric chemical action. These poles have, at the

same tijme, a powerful tension, and if their construction

was easy and less expensive, they would certainly be the

most advantageous for employment in medicine.

M. Becquerel [Comptes rendus de VAcademic
|

des sciences, 7 juin, 1869,) has found that the

electro-motor force of arterial and nervous
1

blood is equal to 0.57 ; that of a couple of ni-

tric acid being 100. The electro-motor force

which is manifested at the contact of venous

blood coming from vessels contiguous to the

femoral artery, and of a cellular tissue mois-

tened by seriosity is 0.30, that of a couple of

nitric acid being 100.

We believe that M. Becquerel is mistaken
when he considers the morbid state of an or-

gan as the result of the dilatation of the pores,

aud of the cessation of the electro-capillary

forces ; but what is certain, is that it supplies

the only satisfactory explanation of the phen-

omena which go on in the capillaries. It is,

in fact, difficult to comprehend that the laws

of endosmose aud of diffusion alone can ac-

count for the rapidity of the liquid and gaseous

exchange which is made between the capil-

laries and the contiguous tissues. How is it,

besides, that in one case (the greater circula-

tion) oxygen, which has so much affinity for

the globules of the blood, leaves the globules,

and that the blood returns in the veins charged

with carbonic acid ? In another case, (the pul-

monary circulation,) the blood arrives in the

lungs, quickly gives up its carbonic acid and

takes oxygen. Mons. Becquerel has only

sought to explain the electro-capillary pheno-

mena which pass in the capillaries of the tis-

sues, but his theory is just as exact for the ca-

pillaries of the lungs. Solely, in the latter

case, the phenomena are inverse, it is the car-

bonic acid which is expelled, and the oxygen

winch enters into the blood
t
of the efferent

vessels ; but in addition, the electricity of the

walls has also changed sides. The oxygen, in

fact, instead of being on the internal surface,

as in the capillaries of the tissues, is on the

external surface of the capillaries of the

lungs. The phenomena of exchange and of

material transportation may then be, as is

really the case, inverse in the two cases.

It is necessary to remark that all the phe-

nomena of exchange of gases and liquids take

place in the organism, with such rapidity that

it is impossible to explain them by the single

fact of endosmose, which, besides, is accom-

panied by electric phenomena, and which is

augmented in notable proportion by the cur-

rents. Without the intervention of the electro-

capillary phenomena, it is really impossible

to explain the iuLrociuution of the carbonic

acid into the capillaries. For the vessels of
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the lungs it may be pretended, that oxygen

has much affinity for the blood globules, and

I that the carbonic acid', has none
;
but, for the

• capillaries of the tissues, how does it come

! that carbonic acid, which has so little affinity

- for the globules, deposits itself and even pene-

I t rates into the tissues, where the tension is

. more elevated than in the tissue whence it

' comes ?

On the other hand, many experiments prove

1
that the oxygen found in the blood, which re-

. turns to the lungs, exists in the state of ozone.

And how can it be under this form if it does

1 not prove of the influence of electric currents

1 in the capillaries ?

v.

In the chemical effects of electric currents,

we observe a remarkable phenomena called

cementation, and which consists in a molecular

action, in virtue of which elements of different

nature are introduced into the interior of the

body, while others are expelled, and that

without change in the form of the body. M.
Becquerel has succeeded in obtaining many
transformations of this nature, by the aid of

voltaic currents, very feeble, but prolonged

a long time. What is particularly remarkable

in this order of phenomena, is that the effect

is not only produced at the surface, but that

it has an inter-molecular penetration, substitu-

ting one metal for another without alteration

of the exterior form.

Is not this just what takes places in a great

measure in organic bodies ? The anatomical

elements, muscular fibres, nervous cells, etc.,

suffer constantly molecular changes in all their

parts, but the exterior form remains always

the same. Certainly, and we have already

said it often, electricity is not the first cause

of these molecular transformations ; but on

the other side, it is more than a simple acces-

sory phenomenon, for if the chemical combin-

ations of the living tissues are not the effect of

electric currents, it is incontestible that they

give origin to electric currents, and that these

in their turn influence these chemical combi-

nations. How many facts taken from phenom-
ena of daily occurrence show that, even for

inorganic bodies, there is always an intimate

relation between the production of a current

and chemical action. Iron and brass un-

dergo alteration; more quickly when there

are already some points of oxidation on their

surface. It is the same with lead when in

contact with an unoxidizable metal. With or-

ganic bodies these relations are still greater,

and it even becomes difficult to define very
exactly that which is cause and that which is

effect. Animal heat, for example, is the re-

sult of oxidations which take place in the liv-

ing tissues, but we cannot say exactly that it

is the cause of the molecular changes which
take place during life. It is not heat that
puts into activity the oxidation which accom-
panies the hatching of the egg ? It is not
heat which, maintaining a certain mean,
permits the organs the play of their functions,

and favors in them their molecular modifica-

tions ?

It is the same with the electric phenomena.
Reason and experience have demonstrated that
the chemical combinations which take place in
all living tissues, engender electric currents,

and not only in muscles and nerves, but
in all the elements of the body, wherever, in

a word, there is an exchange of material.

It is for this reason, that the currents act so
energetically upon the nutrition, even of deeply
situated parts, and Prof. Niemeyer, though
little enthusiastic, regards them '"as a means
more potent than any other whatever it may be, to

modify the nutritive conditions ofparts deeply
situated.

1 '' To deny that electric currents are
formed in all the tissues, and that they contri-

bute to nutrition, is to fall into an exaggeration
greater perhaps than that of physicians who
would have all vital phenomena dependent
upon electric currents. The one class have
reason enough to maintain that organic com-
binations do not give rise to any disengage-
ment of heat; and the others, that the ner-
vous influx, its propagation, its action upon the
muscles, etc., is nothing else than a phenome-
non of heat.

This assimilation, under certain conditions
of heat and electric currents, shows us how we
may, in a general manner, consider the effects

of electricity upon living bodies. The one
and the other of these agents are the result of
the nutrition of the tissues, and both, acting
from without, whether by the medium of am-
biant heat, whether by a direct introduction
for electricity, augment the vital energy and
excite all the organs. On the other hand,
their inopportune action, too long continued,
or too great, exhausts and kills.

Most medicaments have no other end than
to limit nutrition or to increase it ; to destroy
the too active agents of oxidation, is to intro-

duce oxidizing substances into the organism.
In the same manner, electric currents may be
applied according to the case, to augment vital
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actions or to moderate them. Their effect is

more rapid and more energetic than that of

heat, only because they have a much more

powerful action upon all bodies. A very fee-

ble current appears to make or break combi-

nations upon which the most elevated temper-

ature has no effect.

But electricity has no mysterious action

upon organic bodies any more than upon in-

organic bodies. If its first cause is unknown,

it is the same of all other forces ; and we are

equally ignorant of the nature of heat and of

light.

The only thing beside, that it is important

to us to know, is its influence upon the ele-

ments of living bodies ; its physical, chemical

and physiological effects upon each organ and

upon general nutrition ; its differences of

action according to its mode of production
;

and finally, the limits within which it may be

employed.

Medical Societies.

medical society of west virginia.
We are gratified to learn that the effort to create a

second Medical Society of West Virginia has been

given up. It would appear that in the call for the

formation of the now existing society, many physi-

cians were overlooked who should have been notified

and invited. This unintentional slight has been

amended by the action of the society recently, and

at a late meeting of physicians, at Point Pleasant,

De. S. G. Shaw, presiding, it was

Besolved, 1st. That this convention deems it in-

expedient to form an independent medical society in

West Virginia.

2d. That in view of the recent action of the State

Medical Society, it is the opinion and desire of this

convention that all feeling ol disaffection on the

part of the profession in the State should cease, and
that in future said society should receive the cordial

support of every regular and respectable practitioner

within our borders.

THE PHILADELPHIA HOSPITAL MEDICAL
SOCIETY.

A Medical Society was organized on the evening

of Nov. 2d, and adopted the name of the "Phila-
delphia Hospital Medical Society."

The Society is composed of local ex-residents and
the resident staff' of the hospital, and hold their meet-

ings in the Library Room of the institution on the

second and fourth Wednesday; evenings of each

month.
The following gentlemen were elected officers for

the next six months :

Dr. J. Ewing Mears, President.
Dr. E. B. Moseiey, 1st Censor.
Dr. H. W. Elmer, 2d Censor.
Dr. Geo. H. Fox, Secretary.

Societies. [Vol. xxi

News and Miscellany.

Excessive Opium Eating.

Dr. A. T. Schertzer, of Baltimore, Md., relates

the case of a lady, twenty-eight years of age, who
had consumed in two years, Jivethousand eight hun-

dred and forty ounces of laudanum, and spent

eleven hundred and sixty dollars in purchasing it.

Without pretending to hold her attending physician

to an unjust responsibility, the question naturally

occurs, as to whether or not tins heroic consumption

and lavish expenditure might not have been pre-

vented by the employment of judicious means, in

the first instance ? Medical men should always

bear in mind that this dangerous habit is easily ac-

quired, and should guard as far as possible against it.

" While attached to the Medical Corps of the

Navy," says Dr. S., "I have frequently met with

natives of the East Indies who consumed opium

with a voracity equal to that of the lady in question,

but have never known a similar instance in this

country."

QUERIES AND REPLIES.

Dr. J. W., Texas—The last edition of the U. S. Dispen-

sary can be bought lor $8.00.

Dr. J. W. D., of Pa—The Speculum, described in No.
11 current volume of Reporter, costs $15.00.

Dr. J. Q. E.,of Pa—We do not forward through our of-

fice the Journals with which we commute. The money is

sent by us to the publishers of the respective journals, and
the numbers are sent direct from the publishing office to

subscribers. The Gynaecological Society's journal will

be forwarded you with the Reporter for $7.50.

Dr. G. A.J ., ofN. J—"Are we justified in tapping in con
genital hydrocele, where it fails to be absorbed ? Is there

not danger of peritonitis ?"

We think there is not much danger of the inflammatory

action you fear, and that, cateris paribus
,
you need not

hesitate.

The Reporter, Compendium, and Journal of Psycho-

logical Medicine will cost $11.00.

The case of amenorrhea you mention we cannot explain

from the data given. Perhaps a uterine examination
would reveal the true cause.

[Notices inserted in this colvmn gratis, and are solicited

from all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tions of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to a line.]

MARRIED.

James—Evkland. On the evening of December 2nd,
at the residence of the bride's parents by Rev. Theo. Ste-
vens, Dr. John E. James to Miss Maria L., daughter of
Daniel Eveland, all of Philadelphia.

DIED.

Zeigenfuss. In Buck Mount, Carbon co., Penn'a, on
Tuesday, Dec. 7th, 1869, Dr. A. A. Zeigenfuss, aged 43
years.
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE EFFECTS OF
ELECTRIC CURRENTS UPON THE
LIVING TISSUES, AND UPON

NUTRITION.

By MM. Legros et Onimus.

Translated by J. Solis Cohen, M. D., of Philadelphia.

We trepanned the skull of a robust dog in

order to examine the state of the cerebral ves-

sels under the influence of continuous currents.

Placing the positive pole upon the exposed

portion of brain, and the negative pole upon
a wound in the neck (10 Remak elements), a

contraction of the vessels was determined, and
the brain faded slightly, but in a visible man-
ner. Placing, on the contrary, the positive

pole upon the wound in the neck, and the neg-

ative pole upon the brain, we observed

an injection of the cerebral capillaries , and
the brain formed a protrusion through the

opening in the cranial vault. (It is necessary

to remark that in this case the first current

was ascending and the second descending, in

reference to the sympathetic centres). It is

possible, then, it will augment the circulation

in the encephalon,or diminish it, as we can do

in every species of organ. But no organ per-

haps is as sensitive as the brain to changes in

the circulating phenomena, and for this reason

we selected the observation just mentioned, 1

and to which we are able to refer some patho-
I

logical facts.

VI.

In many cases, and almost each time that

we have had occasion to place the poles upon
the head, the persons electrized have experi-

enced a tendency to slumber, and in general

have enjoyed a very long and very calm sleep

upon the following night. This tendency is

particularly well marked among females sub-

ject to nervous affections. A young female

presented the following symptoms : Hiccough,
which had persisted for eighteen months ; con-
traction of the muscles of the back part of the
throat ; contraction of the flexor muscles of the
right limb

;
very pronounced hyperesthesia of

the entire region of the back ; violent crises

every morning and evening lasting more than
an hour. During these crises the patient had
a series of spasms of a tetanic-like character;

she tossed about and leaped from her bed in a
state which cannot be better compared than
to that which we observe in animals poisoned
by strychnine. In this young girl, having in
the course of the treatment, applied the posi-

tive pole (eight elements) upon the forehead,
and the negative pole upon the nape of the
neck, we determined each time a great ten-
dency to sleep, and at one sitting she did actu-
ally sleep for several moments.

Another patient whom we had occasion to

observe in the service of Mons. Oulmont at.

the Lariboisiere hospital, presented all the
graver hysterical phenomena. She often re-

mained for three or four days in delirium,

having continual hallucinations, neither eat-

ing nor sleeping. In one of these crises, we
passed a current of ten elements through the
encephalon, placing the positive pole upon
the forehead, and the negative pole upon the
neck towards the superior cervical ganglion.
The electrisation lasted five minutes, and im-
mediately afterwards the patient slept in pro-
found slumber for nearly half an hour, and
the following night was better.

If we compare these facts, which we are
able to multiply, with the observations of
Burrows and of Donders, upon the state of the
brain during sleep, we see how well they ac-
cord. In fact, the cerebral vessels are con-
tracted during sleep, and the same effect being
determined by the continuous current in
placing the positive pole in the region of the
encephalon, it is natural for us to obtain in

491
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these conditions the same results, that is to

say, sleep.

These facts too, show us how we may cause

continuous currents to act even upon the en-

cephalic centres without danger, and often

with advantage ; and we are persuaded that

in certain forms of delirium, or of cerebral ex-

citation, they may render great service. We
have obtained a very satisfactory result at the

end of very few sittings, in the case of a young
Russian, aged twenty-eight, who was in a

very inquiet state of cerebral excitement, with

hallucinations, and who slept his very agitated

sleep only with great difficulty.

Hiffelsheim cites several cases of cerebral

congestion and even of softening (ramollisse-

ment) in which the employment of continuous

currents has given him good results. Bail-

larger has mentioned to the Medico-Psy-

chological Society some cases of chronic hal-

lucinations of hearing treated by Hiffelsheim

with success. One of these patients had been
" completely cured of hallucinations which

had lasted for more than a year, and which

produced in her delirious conceptions of the

most pitiful character, and reduced her to a

very miserable state indeed."*

We see by these facts, how electric currents,

but continuous currents alone, may be able

some day, perhaps, to render signal service in

cerebral affections. This is a point to which

it is important to call the attention of physi-

cians in charge of the insane. Until the pre-

sent day, electricity has always been regarded

as an energetic excitant, dangerous to apply

to the region of the nervous centres, and above

all to the encephalon. That which is true for

interrupted currents is far from being equally

true for continuous currents. The facts which

we have cited, demonstrate fully that, far from

being always an excitant, the current of the

pile, as has been maintained by Hiffelsheim,

may become a sedative or calmant.

In a general manner, the power to make

them excitants or calmants, according to their

direction, is one of the great advantages of

interrupted currents, at the same time that it

presents a difficulty in their employment.

They have, in addition, this other advantage

over interrupted currents—the power to be

applied directly and without danger to the

nervous centres.
VII.

We have said that the induced currents ap-

plied directly upon the sensitive nerves pro-

*Baillarger, Archives diniques des maladies mentalet, 1861.

duced an arterial dilatation upon the sensitive

nerves by reflex action. This effect is equally

obtained by continuous currents, but in less-

proportion. Exposing the auriculo-ternporal

nerve, and electrising its central portion with
a continuous current, we obtain equally a vas-

cular hyperemia in the ear of the same side.

But what shows, at the same time, that this

action is reflex, and that the direction of cur-

rent is of great importance is that the effect

is not produced except with a centripetal cur-

rent. We have never observed in this experi-

ment as strong a congestion as in cases where
we electrize the nerve with the interrupted

current.

We exposed the submaxillary gland in a

large sized dog. After having isolated the

chorda tympani nerve, and introduced a canule

into the excretory duct we passed an induced

current through the entire gland, and as had
already been observed by Mons. CI. Benard,

the secretion was not augmented under this

influence. Under the same conditions the

continuous current on the contrary rendered

the secretion more abundant. Carrying the

electric current directly upon the chorda tym-

pani, the continuous current still augmented
the salivary secretion, but in no case was it as

abundant as when the nerve was electrized

with the induced current.

The effect produced by the interrupted cur-

rent is instantaneous^ and disappears when
the application is discontinued. The effect is

slower with the continuous current, but lasts

some time after rthe application. We have

seen one case where, after the employment

of the continuous current (contraction of the

muscles of the neck) there followed an abun-

dant salivation, which continued the entire

day, and which became so great as to render

it necessary to intermit the treatment for

some time.

The preceding physiological experiments

give us, likewise, the explanation of the suc-

cess obtained in the employment of electric

currents to stimulate the functions of certain

glands to activity, as for example, the mam-
mary glands. (A. Becquerel.)

MUSCULAR SYSTEM.
;•• i.

Electric currents cause muscles to contract,

and hence, in consequence, a very great influ-

ence upon the nutrition of muscular fibres.

The contraction of the muscles is accompanied

by an elevation of temperature. Upon man,
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Iiiemssen* has seen the temperature of the

arm while electrised by an induction current,

raise from one to two degrees centigrade. The
first minutes, however, there is a slight de.

pression (from 0°.l to 0°.5), but before the

completion of the third minute the tempera-

ture rises, and continues to rise more and

more. The highest temperature always oc-

curs during the four or five minutes which
follow the cessation of electrization.

The variations of temperature are very

easily explained by the changes of circulation

which take place in the limb electrised. At
the moment that the induced current passes,

there is a contraction of the arterioles and con-

sequently a diminution of the circulation and

a depression of the temperature. When, on

the contrary, the electrization ceases, there

is dilatation of the vessels and an afflux of

blood. In electrizing the superior cervical

ganglion with the induced current, we have

seen contraction of the arterioles and depres-

sion of temperature during the whole time

that the current was applied ; while immedi-

ately after ceasing the electrization, there was

a strong elevation of temperature, due proba-

bly to £f momentary paralysis of the vessels.

As regards the elevation of temperature

which takes place during the electrization of

a limb, it is produced by muscular contraction

principally. We know, in fact, that muscles

in contracting, produce heat ; and that, even

when the circulation is completely arrested in

a limb, if this limb is contracted the tempera-

ture is greater than that of other portions of

the body where the circulation is unimpeded.
Upon frogs, where microscopic examination

shewed us in an indubitable manner that all

the circulation was arrested by the induced

current, we still obtained a very marked eleva-

tion of temperature due to muscular contrac-

tion. We have made these researches with the

differential thermometer of Mons. Malferdin :

and, like Liemssen, we have at the same time

observed that the temperature is elevated the

most immediately after the electrization, be-

cause at this moment the heat produced by
the muscular contraction becomes added to

that which the circulation produces.

it

The study of the action of electric currents

upon the muscular system is very vast ; but

rather than to make it complete, and thus too

summary, we believe it more useful to dwell

upon some facts as yet but little known, but

*Die Electricitat in der Medicin. 1366. P. 29, et seq.

of very great interest. Better than all theo-

ries, and all other experiments, these facts

show us the influence which the electric cur-

rents exercise upon the muscles under patho-

logical conditions ; and show us at the same
time, the difference which exists even in view

of their contractility, between induced cur-

rents and continuous currents.

In paralysed muscles (paralyses of the mus-

cles of the face, traumatic paralyses) the elec-

tro-motor excitability by means of the induced

current is, in certain cases, completely de-

stroyed ; while this excitability is conserved

or even augmented by continuous currents.

*

Mons. Duchenne has already observed that

in trumatic paralyses, the muscles which con-

tract slowly under the influence of volition,

do not contract under the influence of induced

currents ; and Remak has seen that in certain

cases the currents of the pile give more ener-

getic contractions than the induced currents

;

but the first well-authenticated observation

on this subject was made by Baierlacher-

Schultz. In several cases of facial paralyses

he arrived at the following results

:

A very feeble current of eight Daniel ele-

ments produced contractions at its opening

and closing, of all the muscles on the side of

the paralysed facial nerve. The same current

applied to the muscles of the sound side did

not produce any contraction. To obtain the

same muscular contraction upon the sound

side it was necessary to employ a current three

times as powerful. The treatment changed

this state of things, for the exaggerated excit-

ability of the paralysed muscles diminished

from sitting to sitting ; and in order to obtain

the same contractions, it became necessary at

each interview to increase the number of ele-

ments. This diminution of excitability to the

continuous current is a sign of amelioration,

and the case proceeds the more rapidly when
this diminution of excitability occurs more

quickly. At the same time, contractions un-

der the influence of induced currents occur

little by little, until finally they are as pro-

* In this paragraph, the employment of the words con-
stant and continuous currents appears to be paradoxical, for
we only study the influence of the interruption of these
currents upon the muscles. Remak has proposed the
words " c nstant labile currents," but as the interruptions
are pretty frequent, it is impossible that the currents shall

be constant. It is better to employ the expression currents

of the pile, which presupposes nothing, whether with refer-

ence to constancy or continuity ; and the more that the
effects of these currents, in the cases which we are here
studying, depend upon their different origin and not on
differences oi constancy. In every case it is important to

insist upon this fact, that the induced currents (called

interrupted) and the currents of the pile (called continu-
ous) differ from each other even when the latter are them-
selves interrupted.
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Bounced as upon the sound side ; and at this

moment the cure is complete.

Liemssen, some years after, had occasion

to observe the following cases :

Facial paralysis.*—Marcus Windisch, aged

eighteen years, cabinet maker, was attacked

on November 3d, 1863, with a rheumatismal

paralysis of the left facial nerve, as the result

of cold. Three weeks afterwards, he pre-

sented himself at the clinic of Dr. Liemssen,

who diagnosticated a complete paralysis of all

the ramifications of the facial nerve. The
uvula was slightly affected.

Sensibility appeared to be exaggerated in

the left side, for both continuous and induced

currents produced more pain upon the left side

than upon the right.

The induced current localized upon all the

muscles and upon all the branches of the facial

nerve of the paralysed side did not produce

the slightest contraction, even where the cur-

rent was very strong.

The current of the pile, localized on the

muscles or applied to the nervous branches,

produced very powerful contractions at each

interruption ; those of closure being more pro-

nounced than those of opening the circuit.

During the first dozen sittings, he found that

the contraction of the muscles of the sound

side were never as strong as those of the

affected side. A current of six or eight ele-

ments of the apparatus of Stohrer, did not

produce any contraction upon the right side,

while it did produce contraction of the para-

lysed muscles. By augmenting the intensity

of the current, he finally obtained feeble con-

tractions of the sound side, but this same cur.

rent produced very powerful contraction upon
the paralysed side.

The application of the current of the pile

<lid not in any way affect the excitability of

the paralysed muscles to the induced current,

which never succeeded in causing them to con-

tract. Xor was any contraction obtained in

employing induced currents of very slow in-

terruption.

As long as the muscles of the paralysed side

did not contract under the influence of the in-

duced current, or of the will, the excitability

to the currents of the pile was augmented.

But little by^ little, the superior eyelid and the

zygomatic muscle appeared slowly to obey the

action of the will, and in the same time a

slight contraction was produced by electrizing

these muscles with the induction currents.

#Lieiu»seu, Die EL^'.iriciMt in derMedicia. Berlin, 1*CG,

p. 77,etseq.

At the end'of six weeks the deformity of the

visage was less pronounced, and at the same
time the excitability of the muscles under the

influence of the currents of the pile was much
diminished.

In about fourteen or sixteen weeks no devi-

ation of the visage could be remarked during

the state of repose ; it was only in the play of

the physiognomy that any differences could be

detected between the contractions of the sound

and the contractions of the affected side. The
current of the pile employed at first no longer

produced contractions. In place of six ele-

ments, it was necessary to use twenty-four to

obtain contractions. Finally the cure became

complete at that moment, when neither the

currents of the pile nor the induced currents

were able to produce contractions. But some

months later the inductive currents provoked

contractions in ail the muscles of that side of

the visage which had been previously para-

lyzed. Pretty strong currents of the pile pro-

duced only very feeble contractions ; that is to

say, effects contrary to those which had taken

place at the moment of paralysis.

ICE A3ATHERAPEUTIC AGEXT,TTITH
SOME ILLUSTPvATIXG CASES.

By Samuel Weed, M. D.

Of Clyde, Wayne co., N. Y.

Kead before the Medical Association of Central Jsew
York, June, 1869.

The use of ice as a remedial agent is of

comparatively recent date. I am not aware

of its having been recommended by any of the

pharmacopeias of the Eastern Continent, or

of that of the United States, to meet any indi-

cation in the treatment of disease. So far as

my knowledge extends no mention is made of

it whatever. At quite an early period, how-

ever, the hot bath, the tepid bath, and the

cold bath were recommended by high author-

ity, in the treatment of many and various dis-

eases ; but ice was not thought of.

Dr. CrEitiE, of Liverpool, about the begin-

ning of the present century, very highly re-

commended the use of cold affusion in the

treatment of certain febrile affections, regard-

ing it about as a specific in the cases to which

he considered it applicable.

At a still later date the steam bath has been

regarded as a panacea for all the " ills flesh is

heir to,'' by a class of empirics calling them-

selves u Thomsonians/' They use the steam

bath to meet the same indications for which
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CmEiE would use the cold bath or affusion.

Perhaps these opposing and apparently con-

tradictory and irreconcilable theories or sys-

tems of practice have some truth mixed with

much error. It is evidently unsafe for any

practitioner of medicine to ride a hobby. He
who looks over the whole field of medicine^

.

and studies disease in all its various phases,

without prejudice—everything else being

equal, is the safer person at the bed side of

the sick.

Within our day, however, bladders partially

tilled with pounded ice, and carefully applied

to the head, have been recommended by a few

medical men, as worthy of cautious trial in

inflammatory affections of the brain and its

meninges. Freezing mixtures have also been

highly spoken of by a few practitioners in the

treatment of certain forms of erysipelas.

At a still more recent period, ice in rubber

bags, applied to the spine, has been used in

diseases of a nervous or convulsive character

with much, to say the least, apparent benefit.

Dr. John Chapman, of London, " consider*

that ice along the spine increases the general

circulation, stops the cramps of voluntary and

involuntary muscles, proves an effective

retaedy in epilepsy and other convulsive affec-

tions," etc. Some very interesting cases have

been reported in British medical journals

which would seem to warrant some portions,

if not all, of the above statements.

It is well known that ice is a powerful seda-

tive to the parts to which it is directly applied.

It can be used to the extent of destroying

sensibility, and of very much lowering the

vital forces in any given part when used

locally. Hence, the care and sound judgment

required in its use, for it may be productive

of much harm when used injudiciously. I

have spent much time at the bedside in the

cases in which I have employed ice, watching

carefully its effects upon the pulse, and other

symptoms of the disease, in my judgment in-

dicating it as a remedy of the first importance.

Dr. Chapman considers ice as a tonic to

the circulatory system when used according

to his method. Other writers of high stand-

ing entertain somewhat different views from

his. I do not propose, however, to theorize

upon the modus operandi of ice or extreme

cold as a medicinal agent ; for I apprehend it

is of much greater importance to the medical

profession to deal with facts than theories. I

can conceive 1 of cases in which our practice
J

may be correct, and yet our theory, or the rea-

sons we ma}r give for the treatment pursued,

might be radically wrong. When we enter

upon the wide field of speculation we may
honestly differ ; but with well proven facts or

results, it is different. Hence the importance

of weighing well and recording every fact that

may fall under our observation, or come to our

knowledge, which, wrhen judiciously applied

in the treatment of disease, will alleviate hu-

man suffering or cure any of the many ills with

which humanity is scourged.

The cases which I propose to report at this

time are intended to illustrate only a certain

class of diseases to which ice, in my judgment,

is peculiarly adapted as a curative agent.

Perhaps it may be said that water at a low
temperature—just above the freezing point

for instance—would have met all the indica-

tions in these cases equally well with ice. But
ice evidently has the advantage of being the

more manageable of the two. "When by its

use we have reduced the parts to which it is

applied, to a sufficiently low temperature, or

have controlled the symptoms which rendered

its use necessary, instead of removing it, nap-

kins or toweling may be placed between it and
the parts with which it has been in contact to

any- desirable thickness, thereby preventing

the reaction which we wish to avoid, and yet

do no harm by continuing the cold. I believe

it is generally conceded that if we allow reac-

tion to come on in the cases in which extreme

cold is beneficial, by allowing the parts to

which it has been applied to be again heated
up, it does more harm than good. To be of

permanent benefit, it must, to a certain degree,

be continuous, and yet so carefully regulated

astodono injury;

Case 1.—Was that of a middle aged married

woman, who had been under the care of a

neighboring physician, some two or three

days before I was called upon to take charge

of the case. A consultation had been held,

and the prognosis declared to be decidedly un-

favorable. The diagnosis was inflammation

of the brain. On inquiring into the history

of the case, I was informed that she was first

seized with the most intense headache, nausea

and vomiting. There had been no improve-

ment in the symptoms from the first. In fact

she had grown steadily and rapidly worse un-

til the brain seemed to be completely over-

powered, and coma was the result. It was in

this condition 1 found her. Her state looked
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to me almost hopeless. I was requested to do

something, upon the adage that as long as there

is life, there is hope.

Ordered ice to be 'obtained, broken into

small pieces and put into a beef bladder,

when I superintended its application to the

patient's head. I continued the application

some seven or eight hours continuously, when
she gradually opened her eyes, and looked about

the room in the full possession of her facul-

ties. Turning them upon me, she made some
very pertinent inquiries as to her condition,

and wished to know why I was there, etc.

The ice was now removed for a time, and
then again reapplied for an hour or more. I

then continued its use without much other

treatment for a day or so, when it was dis-

continued; my patient being fully convales-

cent. Her recovery was complete and with-

out a single unpleasant symptom.

Case 2.—This was that of a boy seven years

of age, who came home from school in the

afternoon of the month of March, complaining

of severe headache, backache, nausea and
vomiting, accompanied with chills and fever.

Prescribed a cathartic and aconite for the

night. Next f morning patient no better.

Aconite, with .cloths wrung out of cold water

and applied to the forehead, to be used during

the day. Toward evening ascertained that

he had lost his vision; was somewhat deli-

rious; surface hot, with a rapid and rather

hard pulse ; nausea continues ; screams occa-

sionally when aroused. Ordered aconite and
calomel, with the cloths wet in cold water

applied to the forehead,, to be continued

through the night.

Symptoms not much changed on the follow-

ing morning ; toward evening became very

delirious ; at times imagines he is quarreling

with his playmates ; then again sees beautiful

visions of angels, and hears charming music;

screams when aroused; pulse very frequent,

and conjunctiva injected. About sun-down
convulsive movements of the left side, at first,

slight, but soon continuous and severe, were
added to the other unpleasant symptoms. Now
ordered ice to be obtained, pounded and placed

in an oil cloth bag prepared temporarily for

the purpose, and placed upon the pillow and
the back portion of the head ; from the nape

of the neck to the vertex was imbedded into

it. It was not long before the controlling in-

fluence of the ice over the spasms became
manifest. After a few minutes they became
less frequent,—and in the course of an hour

had entirely subsided. There was now no

more screaming; appeared to be sleeping

quietly, and pulse began to improve.

After using the ice in this manner continu-

ously for some 2 or 3 hours, it was removed
for a half hour or so, and until I saw that re-

action was coming on, when it was reapplied

for a short time. My patient now appeared

to be so quiet that I considered it safe to leave

him for the night, with directions to use the

ice bag whenever the symptoms seemed to re-

quire it.

Next morning found patient lying on a sofa,

dressed, extremely cheerful and happy. He
said that he felt well. He was very talkative

and his eyes appeared brilliant. He was also

quite restless and fidgety. I ordered the ice

to be used again at intervals through the day

to control the yet feverish brain. But to this

he would not consent, insisting that he was
well enough without it. Very reluctantly I

allowed him, until I called again, to have his

way. By evening he was worse, if possible,

than on the evening previous. A beef's blad-

der of large size was now procured and par-

tially filled with pounded ice, and placed under

his head on the pillow. I again superintend-

ed the use of the ice. It was kept under the

occipital portion of the head, covering up well

on either side of the head for six consecutive

hours, when all evidence of undue cerebral

excitement had again passed away and he was

sleeping quietly. Instead of removing the

ice as on the evening previous, I now placed

a folded napkin between it and his head.

After a few hours other folded napkins were

added, lessening thereby the degree of cold.

I was careful not to allow the head—especially
the occipital portion—to become warm again

for a number of days. In the course of two

or three days convalescence, although not

rapid as in the former case, was fairly estab-

lished. During the recovery and after the ice

bladder had been removed, he would occa-

sionally call for it himself to relieve headache

and quiet restlessness. The recovery was

complete.

Case 3.—Was that of a boy of seven years,

and of Irish parentage. The messenger re-

quested me to call immediately, as it was sup-

posed he was dying. This was in the evening

of October 16th, 1868. I found him laboring

under very severe convulsions, which were al-

most continuous. The intermissions or inter-

vals between them were short and without

consciousness; bowrels constipated. On in-



Dec. 18, 1869.] Commit

quiry learned that he had been unwell for a

week or more, but not confined to the bed.

A few days previous to my visit had taken
s worm medicine, and some twenty worms of

the lumbricoid species came away.

I treated him for nearly two days for worms.

During that time he lost seven, but with no

improvement of symptoms. His right side

was now constantly convulsed ; his left appa-

rently paralyzed; pupils contracted—one more
than the other

;
pulse steady ; evacuations

from bowels and bladder involuntary, and

moans at every convulsive movement.
Ordered ice bladder as a pillow, as in previ-

ous case—this was 10 a. m. Called again in

six hours, and learned that the convulsive

movements had entirely ceased. Pulse dis-

tinct and less frequent, lies quiet but still un-

conscious. Directed ice bladder to be contin-

ued through the night, with toweling between
it and his head ; the thickness or number of

folds to be graduated by the symptoms. On
the following morning found patient perfectly

conscious with an improvement in all symp-
toms, excepting the evacuations from bowels
and bladder, which were still involuntary,

—

continued same treatment for next twenty-

four hours when the ice was used only occa-

sionally for some two days or more. The
convalescence was quite rapid, and the recov-

ery complete.

Case 4.—On the 17th of December, 1868,

was requested to attend upon a female child,

twenty months old. Hair, complexion and
eyes light ; had not yet got through with the

first dentition; had been unwell nearly a week;

head symptoms most prominent ; the gums
over the eye teeth being swollen, were lanced

;

there was considerable fever; tongue coated
and bowels very much deranged. After some
two days attendance there was constant moan-
ing, with convulsive movement of the muscles

of the left side of the neck; feet turned in

and fixed upon the ankle. Had counsel ; coun-

sel diagnosed tubercular meningitis
;
prognosis

considered unfavorable.

After trying a variety of treatment the ice

bladder was called into use as a last resort.

This controlled the convulsive movements like

magic. But my little patient was so feeble

that it had to be used with great care—not al-

lowing it to remain directly in contact with the

head for any great length of time without the

intervention of folded napkins. Without go-

ing into further particulars, I will state that,

although convalescence was slow, yet it was
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complete. During the later stage of the treat-

ment the bladder nearly filled with cold or

cool water was frequently used, with very

happy efl'ect, to quiet restlessness and promote
sleep. At this stage iodide of potassium was

administered for its supposed beneficial influ-

ence over this class of diseases. Patient fully

recovered.

FOREIGN" BODY IX FOOT REMAINING-
HARMLESS FOR A YEAR—EX-
TRACTION" AND RECOVERY.

W. H. H. Githens, M. D.
Of Philadelphia.

Andrew Roth, aged fifteen years, was play-

ing, barefoot, in a grave-yard, when (to use his

own words) he felt " something give way sud-

denly in the bottom of his foot," from which

a profuse hemorrhage followed, with complete

loss of consciousness. An apothecary bound
up a wound in the sole of the foot, and used

proper restoratives. The wound soon healed,

and the boy returned to his duties at school.

It was observed, however, that he did not

bring his heel to the ground but used only the

of ball the foot in walking.

On June 3d, 1869, about one year after this

accident, Andrew came under my care. The
wound in the foot had opened slightly and a

small quantity of pus was being discharged.

The probe revealed the presence of a foreign

body. As this body was too large to pass

through the existing opening, ether was ad-

ministered, the opening enlarged, and two
pieces of glass, fragments of a porter bottle,

were removed. These pieces, fitted together,

were three-quarters of an inch square, and had

passed directly through the plantar fascia.

The cavity left, after this removal, was one

and a quarter inches in depth. An applica-

tion of cold water/containing a small quantity

of carbolic acid, was ordered.

Ten hours afterwards, I was summoned and

found the patient in great pain, with a broad

red line of angioleucitis extending up the leg

and thigh, the lymphatics of the groin en-

larged, and a fetid, purulent matter being dis-

charged from the wound. As he complained

of the cold water lotion increasing the pain,

flax-seed poultices, containing carbolic acid,

were substituted. Morphia, 1-8 gr., was given
every hour, until the extreme pain was re-

lieved, and quinia,iron and muriatic acid were
prescribed.
Under this treatment I had the pleasure of

seeing all bad symptoms subside ; the wound
filled up from the bottom, and the boy was
soon at school again.
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HOSPITAL GLEANIXGS.

By Dr. J. B. Burnett.

CASE OF HYDROPHOBIA.

Win. O'Leary; set. 48 ; laborer : medium
size

;
temperate, and has alwa3'S been healthy

;

admitted to Bellevue Hospital on Jan. 9th.

Between two and three months since he was
bitten in the palm of the hand by a dog, which
did not seem at the time to be rabid, but which
was afterwards killed. The wound bled some-

what, but excited do apprehensions in the

mind of the patient, who continued perfectly

well until Tuesday, the 6th of January, when
he began to experience pain in the right arm
and shoulder, extending from the wound in

the hand along the inner aspect of the arm, up

to the body, and then to the side of the head.

This sensation he did not seem to regard as

of any moment, and when questioned regard-

ing it, he described it as an ordinary pain

which he attributed to having gotten his shoul-

der wet, the day previous. On Tuesday eve-

ning he complained of great chilliness and
thirst. His manner at this time was some-

what agitated. When asked to drink, he said

that he could not, and he imagined that drafts

of air were blowing upon him, which made him
feel cold. He was then immediately trans-

ferred to the Hospital, and was admitted in an

extremely agitated condition, talking rapidly

and often incoherently. He complained of

being very cold, and asked for more clothes.

He walked very hurriedly, and with a totter-

ing gait, but did not appear much reduced in

strength. He complained of being very thirsty.

When he attempted to drink, he would bring

the cup to the angle of his mouth, turning his

eyes in another direction, when with a seem-
;

ing effort of the will, he would seize the cap
j

with his teeth, spilling the fluid on his clothes,

while the little which he would succeed in
!

forcing into his mouth, would often be ex- !

pelled by the spasmodic action of the muscles
j

of deglutition. At the same time, the invol-
[

untary action would be propagated downwards
to the muscles of the stomach, causing it to

immediately expel its contents. This action
j

of the muscles seemed to be produced only I

by cold fluids, for he appeared to drink warm
coffee with moderate impunity. Cold draughts

j

of air did not appear to affect him severely,
j

The pupils were found natural. Pulse 90, and
natural. Tongue moist and clean. Respira-

j

tion natural ; no cough ; no disease of the
;

chett.

Shortly after admission he began to experi-

ence involuntary urinary evacuations on at-

tempting to drink cold water. At 10 P. M.,

treatment was commenced by the hypodermic

injection of gutt. x. of Magendie's solution of

morphia every hour. At this time the only

change in his condition seemed to be a fear of

some danger, and he would often look under

the bed, like one with delirium tremens, from
apprehension of an imaginary foe. From this

time his pulse began to gradually increase in

frequency.

Jan. WtJi, 8 A. M.—Pulse has risen to 140.

Pupils much contracted. He often appears to

sleep for a moment or two, and then awakes
suddenly. The last of the night was spent in

comparative quiet At 9 A. M. the patient

was attacked by general tetanic convulsions,

causing complete opisthotonos, so that only

his head and the soles of his feet supported

him. These were repeated two or three times

at intervals of five or ten minutes, when he

died apparently from exhaustion, all his mus-

cles being relaxed.

Autopsij.—Kigor mortis well marked ; ca-

daver well nourished, and of a natural color;

pupils natural; thoracic organs healthy ; kid-

neys somewhat congested, and of a darker

red than natural ; cut surface somewhat granu-

lar ; the meninges of the brain were much
congested, the pia mater more than the dura

mater; section of the hemispheres showed

numerous red points, indicating cerebral con-

gestion. The meninges of the cord were

more congested than those of the brain, and

the dura mater more injected than the pia

mater. The vessels of the cord were found

full on miscroscopic examination. Some of

the corpuscles held to indicate inflammatory

exudation, were found in the portion of the

cord just below the medulla oblongata, but

otherwise there were no evidences of inflam-

mation ; other organs healtlw.

GLYCEROLE OF MORPHIA.

By J. B. Garrison, M. D.,

Of Woorlville, Tennessee.

I have used a solution of the salts of mor-

phia in glycerine, as a local application, with

such uniform success, in certain diseases, that

I feel constrained to give my experimental

views concerning it to the profession, through

the columns of the Reporter.
The proportion of morphia used to a fluid
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ounce of pure glycerine varied from ten grains

" to one drachm.

I 1. Carbuncle. Xo remedy or treatment has
been so successful in my hands in the treat-

: ment of carbuncle, as an application of the

I
glycerole of morphia. If applied constantly

I over the tumor in its incipiency, it will arrest
:

its progress, and effect a cure before it assumes
fi the more distinctive features of carbuncle.
' At a later period I make incisions through the

skin, and sometimes when the pain is intense,

into the substance of the tumor, and apply

continuously the glycerole until the pain is

relieved, which has invariably occurred in my
cases in less than an hour. The application

is continued as often as may be necessary to

prevent any return of pain. When called to

a case after ulcerated foramina appear in the

skin over the tumor, I make no incisions, but

apply the glycerole which reaches the seat of

disease through the openings. Belief is soon

procured, sometimes in less than five minutes,

and rapid improvement dates from first appli-

cation. Strength of solution used in carbuncle

is forty grains of sulphate, or acetate of mor-

phia to one fluid ounce of pure glycerine. In

a majority of cases no constitutional treat-

ment is required. The morphia is a local

anaesthetic to the nerves involved in the in-

flammation. The glycerine, besides being an
excellent solvent of the salts of morphia, is

emollient, antiseptic and stimulant to the pas-

sively inflamed tissues.

2. Abscesses, furunculi and ulcers are re-

lieved as to their pain and get well quicker

from the gl3Tcerole of morphia than under any
other local application. It is hardly neces-

sary to say that care should be taken not to

use too much on a surface denuded of the

cuticle.

3. Scrofulous tumors which resisted tincture

of iodine have yielded promptly to the glyce-

role of morphia, applied every hour during

the day. I have used the tincture of iodine

and glycerole of morphia alternately, the

tumor remaining stationary while the former

was applied, but rapidly decreasing when
using the latter.

Max Eichter, of Vienna, used glycerine

with iodine with success in the treatment of

swellings, scrofulous and syphilitic in their

nature.

4. Erysijielas of the ear, in one case, was
cured in twelve hours from first application.

Only two applications were made, one at G,

the other at 9 in the evening. In the morn-
ing not a trace of the disease was left. I

have tried it in no other case. Dr. W. Abbotts
Smith speaks happily of glycerine alone as a

local application in erysipelas.

5. Otitis. In a case of severe inflammation

of the meatus auditorius externus, from a
foreign body, the glycerole of morphia re-

lieved the pain and deafness, and effected a

permanent cure in a few days.

Hospital Reports.

BELLEVUE HOSPITAL, NEW YORK.

Reported for the Medical and Surgical Reporter.

DISEASES OF WOMEN.
Clinic of Prof. T. Gaillard Thomas.

Carcinome of the Uterus.

Mrs. C, £et. 84; married ; has one son, 16 years

old ; never pregnant since. For sixteen years she

has complained of having a yellow discharge coming

on at intervals. One year ago the patient was in

attendance upon one of the clinics in the city, and

was discharged cured with a diagnosis of endome-
tritis. Three or four months after, I again noticed

a discharge ; this time it was quite fetid and bloody.

Prof. Thomas said : After some trouble I got a

vaginal examination. I found the uterus to be of

normal size. I could not detect the os by my fin-

ger, but instead found an irregular surface. There

is also a hardening of the cervix and vagina. This

is the first stage of carcinoma uteri.

In respect to the prognosis, it is needless to tell

you that it is very unfavorable if merely the epithe-

lium were involved, or in other words, if we had

epithelioma we might amputate, but as it is, nothing

of this kind would be admissible. Ail we can do

is to keep up the general health as long as possible,

and relieve pain or answer any other indications.

There will be prescribed for her, three times a

day, tr. columba, with tincture of the sesqui-chlo-

ride of iron
;

£ij of the first, and twenty drops of

the latter. The object in giving columba as a tonic,,

is that with the iron you have no precipitate. An
injection containing 20 grains of carbolic acid to

the pint of water, may be freely used to suppress

fetor.

When the patient complains of severe pain, sup-

positories containing one grain of opium and one-half

grain extract belladonna may be put into the vagina.

Epithelial Growth in Kectum.

Mrs. P., set. 71 1
widow; has ten children; the

youngest 26 years old. Complains of having for

over a year a discharge from her back passage;,

sometimes there is blood and matter in it like the

white of an egg. Has also suffered from worms in
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the back passage. General health pretty fair ; now
and then has dyspepsia. Prof. Thomas said: I

liave made an examination in this case, and find

about three inches up the vagina a soft tumor, hav-

ing a feeling much like a cauliflower. The rough

nebulse, on pressure, readily broke off. By pulling

down on it I brought it outside through the sphinc-

ter ani, and thus allowed another lense-light to bear

upon it. It is covered with a thick glowy mucus,

and on touching it readily bleeds. This might be

diagnosticated bleeding, or internal piles. It is,

however, true epithelial growth. It may be that

the removal of this may prevent its return, and next

Friday I propose to operate on it by the galvano

caustic. It was formerly my habit to use the ac-

tual cautery, but I consider this galvano apparatus

far superior.

Ovarian Tumor.

Ann F., get. 19 ;
to-day shown ; from whom three

weeks ago an ovarian tumor was removed. The
tumor was also shown, being a large cyst containing

a large number of smaller ones in the interior.

The operation consisted in making an incision in

the median line, six inches in length, evacuating

contents of larger cyst, and then breaking down the

smaller ones and treating them in like manner.
The wound was sewed up ; after removal patient

kept on her back and given opiates. The pedicle

was long and manageable. Seven days after the

operation, the clamp was removed, and the patient

continued to do well. On the third Thursday pa-

tient was sitting up, and to-day, for the first time,

she came out by her own request that she might
present herself to you.

Procidentia Uteri.

Mrs. A., aet. 78; widow; has 13 children. Pa-
tient says she has been in trouble for a year. Prof.

Thomas showed the case to the class, and explained

that it was procidentia uteri in the third degree.

The statements of the patient as to it existing only

for one year are not to be believed, as it could by
no means have attained its present state in that

time. The bladder is drawn down with it; the

measurement of the uterus is 4| inches. Prof.

Thomas slowly returned first the bladder then the

uterus. He said that next week he should remove
a portion of the cervix, as advised and performed
by Prof. I. E. Taylor. The reason why atrophy of

the organ should take place under those circum-

stances is unexplainable, but nevertheless a fact.

>7o less than five medical officers were adver-

tised for in a Dublin newspaper about a week ago
—namely; in the Ballymena Union, salary £80 per

annum, exclusive of registration and vaccination

fees
;
Caperciveen Union, salary £80 ; Coleraine

Union, £116; Oldcastle Union, £80; the Stranolar

Union, £100.
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CINCINNATI ACADEMY OF MEDICINE.

November 1th, 1869.

Special Keport of the Section of Obstetrics.

BY J. J. QUINN, M. D., CHAIRMAN".

Reported by Dr. Hadlock.

(The "other" paper of Dr. Whittaker's referred

to, and defined in the following paragraph, was read

two or three weeks subsequent to the one on " Pal-

pation of the Pregnant Abdomen," and is here re-

ported on by the section on obstetrics.

—

Reporter.)

The other paper of Dr. Whittaker, is

"On the Rectification of the Foetal Position by
External Manipulation."

This paper answers some of the objections made
to the first essay, and offers arguments in favor of

correcting malpositions in utero, by external manip-

ulations.

Every obstetrician is aware of the advantages of

certain positions of the patient during labor, in cases

of oliquities of the uterus. And not a few believe

that benefit has often been derived from such exter-

nal manipulations as would tend to bring the os to

the axis of the pelvis, and place the body and fundus

of the uterus in the proper direction for the descent

of the child. It would not be unreasonable to sup-

pose that similar manoeuvres, especially when insti-

tuted before the escape of the liquor amnii, and

after the commencement of labor, so as to be aided

by uterine contractions, would be of advantage in

correcting some irregular presentations. Cases of

spontaneous version and evolution have been re-

corded, and have occurred in our own city. Indeed,

of so frequent occurrence are such cases, that all

doubt on the subject has long since been dis-

pelled. When the uterus is found capable of

changing a shoulder into a vertex presentation,

there is little room to doubt that it might derive as-

sistance from art, in correcting an irregular position.

And this has been demonstrated in the operation of

cephalic version by the united, internal, and exter-

nal manipulations of the accoucheur. In some

cases it is impossible to perform turning, owing to

the mobility of the gravid uterus, without the appli-

cation of the hand externally to support the organ.

The operations of cephalic, pelvic and podalic ver-

sions, are materially facilitated by external manipu-

lations. The foetus has been known to perform

evolutions within the womb before the period of

gestation had expired. It would not be wonderful

if, in such cases, well directed manipulations upon

the abdomen coidd change the position and presen-

tation of the child in utero. But such cases are not

very numerous in the individual practice of many
physicians. And, besides, the capacity which ad-

mits of such free action of the foetus is not always

unattended with danger to the child. We have
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seen more than one case in which the cord was

found knotted, the result of such evolution. In

June, 1851, the writer delivered a woman of a dead,

putrid foetus. The cord was long, and in it was found

a complete single knot, so tightly drawn as to effect-

ually arrest circulation. Seven weeks before this

the patient had complained of experiencing a singu-

lar sensation, attributed, at the time, to anxiety

about the fate of a dangerously sick child. The

sensation was described as a sudden, tumultuous

motion in the abdomen, followed byfaintness which

soon disappeared, and by a total absence of any sub-

sequent movements in the womb. Perhaps version

might have been performed in this instance, had

the indications warranted its attempt; but would

that have obviated the danger of knotting the cord?

The history of this patient's subsequent labors

would indicate that this was not the only pregnancy

in which the fcetus enjoyed great freedom of action.

In March, 1852, we were again called to visit her in

confinement. The cord, which was long as in the

previous pregnancy, collapsed and despite of every

effort to return it, or otherwise prevent compression,

its circulation was arrested and the child still born.

We were again summoned to attend her in April,

1853. The membranes had ruptured and a fetid

fluid was escaping. We expressed the opinion that

the child was dead and requested that another phy-

sician should be sent for to take charge of the case,

as it would be exceedingly unpleasant to deliver the

same patient in three successive labors of still bom
infants. Against this the patient strongly protested

and we remained in charge. Puterfaction had taken

place in the fcetus as predicted, and the funis, which

was again long, had been twisted upon itself in its

placental two-thirds, as perfectly as the twist in an

ordinary hemp rope. We attended the same woman

in three subsequent accouchments, (May, 1854,

April, 1857, and June, I860,) in all of which the

presentations were natural, the part uritions easy and

the births safe.

The following case, we think, illustrates the pos-

sibility of correcting malpositions by slow and what

might be termed passive manoeuvres upon the ab-

domen. In April, 1866, the writer ^ as called to see

a young married woman, aged 22 years, in the sec-

ond labor ; found the child in a transverse position,

and in due time delivered by podalic version, the

child dying from pressing upon the funis. We
learned from the patient and her mother that simi-

lar difficulty had accompanied the first labor, the

attending physician having informed them that it

was a case of back presentation. As in the second

confinement the child was still born. Subsequently

we were again called to visit the same patient, and

found her about seven and a half months advanced

in pregnancy and complaining of constant pain in

the right side. From the external figure of the ab-

domen, in connection with the history of the two

previous pregnancies, and the fact that the os uteri

was found in its proper situation, a transverse posi-

tion of the child was suspected. A compress, held

in position by a bandage, was applied below and

externally to what was supposed to be the pelvic

portion of the fcetus, and the patient instructed to-

lie invariably upon the opposite side of the body-

Relief from the pain followed in a few days after

the application ofthe pad and bandage, and a gradual

adjustment of the gravid uterus towards its natural

position in the abdom en was noticeable up to the

period of her third labor, in March, 1868. A vaginal

examination then revealed an irregular vertex pre-

sentation, which, after twelve hours of severe labor,

during which abdominal manipulations were moder-

ately employed, resolved itself into the fifth position

of Baudolocque (the anterior foncanelle behind the

right acetabalum). We then delivered the woman
safely with forcepes. Both mother and child are

still living and well.

How often external manipulations alone would"

rectify unfavorable presentations, we are not pre-

j

pared to say. But we are not permitted to doubt

the testimony of the essayist who narrates a num-
ber of successful operations, to which he was an
eye witness. We are told, also, that Wigand and

I

Velpeau brought the head into the natural position

by mere pressure upon the abdomen; and Cazeaux

j

says that cephalic version has not unfrequently

been performed by external manipulations. Our

I

own experience would lead us to believe that the

!
correction of an irregular presentation by external

manipulations merely, without the aid of the hand
! within the vagina, is not always as easy of acconi-

I plishment as might be inferred from the reports of

the operations of the German professors referred to

j

in the paper. And this experience is based, not

j

upon doubtful or supposed positions, ascertained

j

through the abdominal parietes, but after careful

i
and accurate diagnosis, made subsequent to the di-

j

iatation of the os uteri, and before the rupture of

the membranes and firm contraction of the uterus

upon the fcetus. That external manipulations

alone, would be always successful in rectifying mal-

positions of the fcetus in utero, even in the hands
of the greatest adepts, we are far from being con-

vinced ; that they will be occasionally successful we
have good reason for believing ; that they are worthy

of trial in many cases, we would not dispute ; but

we would have greater confidence in success from

external and internal manipulations combined.

There is one other point in connection with this

subject to which we might allude, and that is the

period when abdominal manipulations should be at-

tempted. Upon this point the paper does not seem
to be clearly explicit. It is true that some of its

advocates claim that the operation should be resorted

to as soon as the malposition is discovered

—

"the sooner the better, the fruit being ripe." But
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"when, in their opinion, is the fruit ripe ? Is it when
quickening has taken place, or at the end of gesta-

tion? If before the end of gestation, would there

not be some danger of knotting or twisting the cord,

or of tightening it when coiled around the neck or

shoulders of the child, so as to arrest its circulation ?

Might not the placenta become partially detached

and hemorrhage set in ? Is there no danger of in-

ducing premature labor from the manipulations?

If not, and it were possible to adjust the position,

would it remain adjusted until parturition came on ?

If the operation is not to be attempted until after

gestation has been completed, how are we to know
when that function has been accomplished? Few
women know the exact date of their conception,

and the instances are many in which the period of

utero-gestation has exceeded the usual time allotted

to it. If labor must have commenced before abdom-

inal manipulations are warranted, why should the

patient be subjected to such early and frequent ex-

aminations as have been contended for ?

If external manipulations are to be generally

adopted by the profession for the rectification of un-

favorable positions of the foetus in the utero, it is

important to understand, as definitely as possible,

the period of pregnancy at which it should be un-

dertaken.

The section would conclude by -agreeing with the

essayist, but abdominal palpation and manipulation

in cases of pregnancy, have unquestionably their

advantages. Palpation is always of great assistance

in determining the existence of pregnancy. It is

also frequently valuable in detecting an unfavorable

position of the child in utero before the commence-

ment of labor. But the indications it furnishes

must not be implicitly relied upon. External man-

oeuvres, when properly directed, are certainly of

great benefit in correcting malpositions in certain

cases; but, employed alone, they will frequently

fail and will always derive assistance from internal

manipulations.

MEDICAL SOCIETY OF HARFORD COUN-
TY, MD.

The regular quarterly meeting of this Society was

held in Belair, on Tuesday, November 10th.

The President being absent, because of sickness,

the meeting was called to order by Dr. John Evans,

the Vice President.

A paper was read from Dr. W. Stump Forwood,

on the subject of the " Binder" in parturient women

;

which, on motion, was ordered to be published with

the proceedings.

[This paper will be published soon.

—

Eds. Med.
and Subg. Rep.]

Dr. Lee said that his attention had previously

been directed to the article of Dr. Corson, extracts

from which had been published in the Reporter-
He was not willing to discontinue the use of the

Binder, nolens volens ; and while he was willing to

accord to every man his opinion, still he reserved to

himself the privilege of judging as to the conduct of
cases who placed themselves under his care. The
remarks that he made when the subject of the
Binder was under discussion in this society, were
intended, not to amuse Dr. Corson, but to give his 1

reasons why he considered it useful ; if they were

erroneous, and the subject of ridicule as the learned

Doctor above quoted deemed them, he was sustained

in the views by the most eminent men of our pro-

fession—Meigs, Hodges and others, who not only
taught the practice, but did not deem it derogatory

to their dignity to even "apply the bandage" them-
selves.

Dr. Hays adhered to his remarks, made at a
previous meeting. The binder was not useful ex-

cept in certain cases ; he had abandoned its general

use. His preceptor, Professor Potter, had discon-

tinued its application for years before his death.

Dr. Jokn Evans could not appreciate the force

of the comparison between the human female and

the lower animals. If it applied in one instance,

why not in all ? He could not endorse the aban-

donment of the binder upon these grounds, with any
more propriety than he could advise a lady to re-

sume her usual avocations immediately after de-

livery.

Dr. Lee referred particularly to Meigs' Obstetrics,

pages 231, 336.

The society then adjourned.

W. W. Virdin, M. D.,

Secretary.

French Medical Officers.

In an analysis which M. Bertilkm, the well-known

Medical statistician, has just published of M.
ChemVs colossal "Statistique Medico-Chirurgicale

de la Campagne dTtalie," he points out forciblyhow
different is the position occupied by the medical

officer in the French army to that which he holds

in the English and American armies, and does not

hesitate to attribute much of the greater mortality

that is observed in it to this circumstance. In the

French army he is impeded on every side by admin-

istrative regulations, and finds all his efforts to over-

come these ineffectual. During the Italian cam-

paign it required his high position and immense ex-

ertions on the part of Baron Larrey to prevent dis-

astrous overcrowding in the hospitals. Certainly

matters have even mended there since the Crimean

war, a chapter concerning the fearful mortality of

which is supplied by M. Chenu, supplementary to

his former account of the Crimean campaign. The
important fact is strongly brought out that while
during the first winter the English ariny lost 58 per

1000 of its effective, and the French only 23, during
the second winter the English lost only 2 per 1000,

the French lost 27, or rather more than the first

year, although hostilities had ceased

—

i. e., fourteen

times more than the English.
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Stricture of the Urethra.

W. F. Teevan, at the last meeting of the British

Medical Association, drew attention to the impor-

tance of detecting stricture of the urethra in its

earliest stage. The ideas as to the sign denoting the

presence of stricture were vague. Mr. Teevan de-

fined stricture to be " any diminution of the normal

calibre of the urethra, the result of the contraction

of organized lymph." The presence of a gleet, of

six months' duration or more, might commonly be

regarded as the outward and visible sign of the ex-

istence of a stricture which might, perhaps, in no

way interfere with the flow of urine ; and the ac-

tual presence of such stricture might be demon-

strated by the bougie a boule. That instrument

was invented by Sir C. Bell, and was by him made
in metal. Leroy d'Etiolles improved its usefulness

by making it of an elastic material, which allowed

the instrument to follow the deviations of a tortu-

ous and deformed urethra ; its diagnostic value was

still further enhanced by Dr. Henry Dick, who had

the shoulder of the bougie made shaip and angular.

The bougie a boule was simply for diagnosis. It

would, as it was being drawn, catch the slightest

unevenness in the urethra, and told accurately the

slightest change in the mucous membrane. That

tissue, in its normal condition, transmitted through

the bougie the sensation of traveling along a velvety

path
;
and, if there were any constriction, not only

would that fact be communicated to the surgeon,

but also the degree of pathological change which

the urethra had undergone. The bougie a boule,

therefore, would detect stricture of the urethra in

its earliest stage ; and the treatment of such stage

might correctly be termed the preventive treatment.

When a patient went to a surgeon for a gleet, he

ought always to be examined with the bougie a

boule, for it was necessary to ascertain the pathologi-

cal condition of the canal before an appropriate

treatment could be decided on. If there were con-

striction, however slight, it would be aggravated by
injection, but cured by gradual dilatation. Mr.
Teevan, after enunciating M. Mercier's views of the

pathology of stticture, discussed the seats of stric-

ture, as deduced from facts observed by himself.

He grouped together stricture at the bulb or mem-
branous urethra, and called it " subpubic." This

was by far the most common kind of stricture, sim-

ply because the triangular ligament favored its pro-

duction. The next stricture in order of frequency

was the "penile," situated at the spot varying from
two-and-a-half to three-and-a-half inches from the

meatus externus. This stricture was rarely absent,

in some degree, when the other was present. The
rarest form of stricture was that just within the

meatus, the " orificial." Strictures, regarded in

their physical conformation, were of two kinds—the

" tunnel" stricture and the "ring" stricture. He
called them so on account of the sensations com-
municated to the bougie a boule when passing

through them. Subpubic strictures were generally

of the tunnel kind ; orificial strictures were of the

ring character; and penile strictures partook of
both forms. The measurements given of the length

of the urethra varied from seven to eight or nine

inches. He had found the average length to be 7|
inches, as deduced by himself, from measuring the

urethra of one hundred males. Regarding the

treatment of stricture, he stated that, after witness-

ing the practice of various surgeons, and trying dif-

ferent methods, he had come to the conclusion that

there was no treatment equal to that of gradual
dilatation by means of the bougie olivaire and the

piliform bougie, which treatment, he believed, he
was the first to introduce into English hospital prac-

tice. Forcible dilatation was only applicable to the

easier kinds of strictures ; it was not devoid of dan-
ger; it caused an unknown lesion ; it had to be al-
ways followed, and often preceded, by gradual dila-
tation, so that it coidd only be regarded as an occa-
sional auxiliary in the treatment of stricture.
Gradual dilatation was the safest treatment for the
patient, for, out of one thousand recorded cases,
there had not been one death ; all the sufferers could
be treated as out-patients, and no man need ever
lose an hour's work during the treatment. The
bougie olivaire glided in so easily that the patient
was scarcely aware of its presence. It was neces-
sary to pass an instrument about once in every
three or four months, even after an apparent cure.
Dilatation ought to be conducted up to the highest

I

size that the urethra would take.

Transfixion of the Heart without Death.
A rare, if not absolutely unique, pathological fact

has been communicated to the Institute of Science
of Milan, by Dr. Biffi. He showed the heart of
Count Philippe Manci, a lunatic, who, in an attack
of frenzy, killed his father, and who made several
attempts at suicide, dying finally in a successful ef-
fort. The autopsy shows a needle implanted in the
heart, so that four and a-half centimetres of it ex-
tended into the left ventricle, and the point perfor-
ating the mitral valve passed for one centimetre and
a half into the corresponding auricle.

Inquiry resulted in it being discovered that the lun-
atic had declared that he had introduced the needle
into his heart twenty-two minutes before his death

;

but, having presented no morbid symptom or func-
tional derangement either of his chest or heart or
even of his pulse, this avowal was taken for one' of
his numerous fantastic stories.
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S. W. BUTLER, M. D. , D. G. BR1NTON, M. D. , Editors.

Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,

News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

jg^" To insure publication, articles must \>q practical,

brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

We particularly value the practical experience of coun-

try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

The Proprietor and Editors disclaim all responsibility

for statements made over the names of correspondents.

1870. SPECIAL NOTICE ! ! 1870.

By reference to the Prospectus in another column, it

will be seen that we have made, and are making arrange-

ments for communications from some of the best medical
writers, and most prominent medical men in the country.

We are expending- more on the Literary; Depart-
ment op the Reporter than was ever bepore
dreamed op in medical journalism in this country.

JdS?" As a large proportion of our subscribers are, or very

soon will be sending in their subscriptions for 1870, and
many of them can, by a little exertion, send the

names of new subscrirers, we offer the following

LIBERAL PREMIUMS ! !

which the reader will observe are not composed of old and

unsaleable books, but of

IEW AND LIVE BOOKS !

AND SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS ! !

1. For 1 new subscriber and $5, & copy of the Pysician's

Daily Pocket Record—or any other publication the

retail price of which is $1.50.

2. For 2 new subscribers and $10, a copy of Naphey'S
Modern Therapeutics, or any other book selling at

retail for $2.50.

3. For 5 new subscribers and $25, any Books or Surgical

Instruments to the amount of $6.

4. For 10 new subscribers, and $50, the same to the

amount of S12.50.

5. For 15 new subscribers,{and$75, an elegant Pocket-

case of Instruments worth $20—or Books or Instruments

to that amount.

If a new subscriber takes two or more of our pub-

lications at commutation rates, the amount must count $5

only for the premiums.

PORTRAIT OF DR. GROSS.

As a New Year's Present, we 'propose to send our

subscribers in the issue of the Medical and Surgical
Reporter for January 1st, 1870, a Splendid, First-Class,

Original Steel-engraved Portrait of

SAMUEL D. GROSS, M. D.

,

Professor of Surgery in the Jefferson Medical College of

this city.

A few Artists' Proops of the Portrait will be struck

cjf on boards of a size suitableforframing. Price $1.00 each.

CORPOREAL PUNISHMENT IN SCHOOLS.
The day when the birch-rod formed an in-

variable adjunct to the furniture of the school-

room, has nearly passed. We believe that a

shorter road to the intelligence has been found
than that through the gluteal muscles. This
is well, for a love of study can never be suc-

cessfully cultivated by associating it with pain

and suffering. Still more objectionable than
switching is the handier method, not yet obso-

lete, of boxing, slapping, and rapping the

heads of children.

The organs of special sense, and the delicate

tissue of the brain are located in the head,

and not a few instances are on record where
grave maladies have resulted from school pun-

ishments. Very recently in Chicago, a teacher

caused the death of a little girl by severe pun-

ishment. The case was commented on freely

by the Chicago journals, and no defense was
made by the friends of the teacher farther

than the statement that she did not know that

the child was hurt so severely. 2sow we have
an account of another injury to a boy, who
was struck upon the head with a whip by one
ofthe discipline enforcers of the Eeform school

near the same city. The facts m the case are

briefly stated thus : The boy was heard to

make a noise. The discipline enforcer in-

quired which boy made the noise. Receiving

no reply he passed on. The boy laughed. The
other struck him on the head with the whip.

The boy fell, crying, upon the floor. He was
carried to the dormitory, and continued to cry.

After a time he became insensible, and shortly

after died. Commenting on the case, a Chi-

cago paper says,satirically

:

" Of course the blow on the boy's head was
not the cause of his death. That has been
solemnly decided by the board of education, in

a case almost analogous. Oh, no ! The cause
of death was 'congestion' or 'suffusion' of blood,
or a discontinuance of respiration, to which
the boy had a constitutional predisposition,

the result of that imperfect organization which
is supposed to be ^common to the human spe-

cies. Oh, no ; the whipping post in the public
schools had no relation to this case of child

killing ; none whatever."

Briefly, nature never made the human head
for a switch block. Striking children on the

head and boxing their ears is a capital method

of inducing deafness and diseases of the ears

and eyes. The old system of back scarring
and palm blistering would seem to be infinitely

preferable to the Chicago plan. Altogether,
we are inclined to view corporeal punishment
in schools as a relic of barbarism unjustifiable

in ordinary circumstances.
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CASE OF DE PAUL SCHOEPPE.

This case is exciting so much attention that

we must give a brief history of it. We con-

dense it from the Washington Chronicle

:

Dr. Schoeppe is a young man, about 25 years of

age, a German by birth, and a graduate of the Uni-

versity of Heidelburg. For some years back he has

been practicing his profession with success and repu-

tation at Carlisle, Pa., where his father resided and

had charge of the Lutheran congregation.

During the summer of 1868 Miss Steinnecke, a

maiden lady, resident of Baltimore, and full habit,

about sixty-rive years of age, visited Carlisle, where

she had relatives. While there, owing to some in-

disposition, she consulted Dr. Schoeppe. The ac-

quaintance thus begun proved agreeable, and was
followed by a proffer of marriage, which was accep-

ted.

Nothing disturbed the harmony of their friend-

ship or intercourse until Miss S. was taken sick on

the 27th of January, and dying on the 23th, 1869.

She was attended by two physicians, Schoeppe and

Hermon, the latter having been called in by the

former as soon as he found the case assuming a seri-

ous aspect.

The only medicine given, that is in evidence, wras

an emetic, composed of two grains of tartar emetic

and ten of ipecac, administered by Dr. Schoeppe, at

the commencement of her illness, to relieve an op-

pression of the stomacli from a supper of beefsteak

eaten the day before. The medicine acted properly,

but the patient became prostrated, perhaps paralyzed,

followed by profound stupor, ending in death about

thirty-four hours after the commencement of the

attack.

Her remains were taken in charge by her rela-

tives, and removed to Baltimore for interment, ac-

companied by the Doctor as a mourner. On the

1st of February, the Doctor, through his counsel,

filed in the Probate Court of Baltimore a document,
purporting to be the last will and testament of Miss

Maria Steinnecke, dated December 3, 1868, whereby
all her property was left to Dr. Schoeppe, her lover

and physician. The subscribing witnesses to the

will are Dr. Schoeppe and F. Schoeppe, his father.

When this was revealed, the relatives had him
arrested on the charge of poison.

The trial developed most conclusively to all dis-

passionate readers of the report given of it that the

prosecution failed utterly to prove the corpus delicti,

and that the contrary clearly appeared that the death

ensued from natural causes ; and further, it was
particularly made evident that the facts relied upon
by the prosecution and the means employed by the

chemist to prove the presence of prussic acid in the

stomach, were utterly unreliable, and made the very

poison he was in search of, the tests he used not
being the most approved or exact. So complete was
the error of the chemist made to appear by the evi-

dence of other experts and competent chemists, that

the judge, in charging the jury, felt called upon to

direct them to reject the prussic acid theory and in-

quire into narcotics, which the testimony of Dr.
Aiken, as we have just stated, was that he had
looked or tested for all the ordinary mineral and
vegetable poisons, including morphia and strych-

nine, but none were present. But that monster,
suspicion, had firm hold upon public opinion, which
had already adjudged the doctor guilty and were de-

termined to punish him. The indictment against the
doctor charged him with wilfully taking the life of
Miss Steinnecke, by the administration of poison

;

and, although not one iota of evidence from begin-
ning to end went to sustain this allegation, yet the
jury found him guilty of murder as indicted.

Meetings have been held in most of the
Eastern cities, and strong ground taken to

show that his execution, appointed for the
22nd inst., cannot take place except as a judi-

cial murder. We hope the Governor will re

prieve him, as there is every reason to believe

him innocent.

PHILADELPHIA UNIVERSITY OP MEDI-
CINE AND SURGERY.

In our issue of December 4th, a note from
J. T. Davis, M. D., of Laconia, Indiana, was
published, wherein the above named institu-

tion was charged with selling diplomas.

We have been requested by the Faculty to

contradict the statement of Dr. Davis, and to

call upon him for the evidence he says he is

possessed of to support his statement.

We published the letter as it came to us
without any personal knowledge of the fact.

Notes and Comments.

Premiums.
It will be observed that we have offered liberal

premiums in the shape of books and Surgical instru-

ments for new subscribers. Two or three of our
old subscribers object to this as unfair to them. We
can only say to these that we are compelled, in this

matter, to yield to custom. Their own names were
possibly procured by means of agents. Every pub-
lication has to employ some agency to obtain sub-

scribers—and if our readers will take pains to ob-

serve, they will notice that many of the most import-

ant and successful literary enterprises in the coun-

try offer premiums with an apparent extravagant

liberality for new subscribers. It appearing to be
necessary, in self defence, to adopt the custom, we
shall be as liberal as any of our cotemporaries, and,
if we mistake not, study more the interests of our
subscribers in the character of the premiums we
give.

As to our old subscribers, we shall do justly by
them in making use of increased means to improve
the value of our publications. Besides, we have in

contemplation a very valuable present to our old

subscribers, who have stood by us through years of
trial and discouragement—a present that will take
months to prepare, and which, when completed, will

be a valuable contribution to the medical history of

the country.

DJ° It must not be forgotten that hereafter we
charge Ten Cents for stamping the name on the
Pocket Recokd.



506 Correspondence. [Vol. xxi.

The Cattle Plague.

CIRCULAR LETTER OF SECRETARY BOUTWELL.

Washington, D. C, Dec. 6.—The following cir-

cular letter was to-day sent to Collectors of Customs

at all the principal ports of the United States

:

Sir : The Department is advised that a contag-

ious disease affecting the hoof and mouth of neat
cattle and other animals is now prevalent in Europe,
and as it is of the utmost importance that the intro-

duction of this disease into the United States shall

he prevented, you are hereby instructed not to al-

low the landing of any animals brought into your
port from England or from the continent of Europe,
except upon the production of a consular certificate

that they are free from any contagious disease, and
that no such disease prevails in that country from
whence exported. All regulations heretofore issued

which are inconsistent with these instructions are

hereby rescinded.

I may also add that under date of the 29th of Oc-
tober last, the Secretary cf State was requested by
this Department to instruct Consular officers not to

give certificates to persons shipping cattle to the

United States, except in cases where the animals
have been examined by a Government inspector or
other expert, and pronounced free from disease;

and further, that no animals coming from the vicin-

ity of the disease are to be certified by the Consul.
I am, very respectfully,

George S. Boutwell.

Error in Paging.
Our readers will observe that commencing with

number 660, (Oct. 23,) there is an error in paging,

one hundred pages being dropped. The first page

of that number should have been 329. This error

continues to number 667, Dec 11th.

Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.
Marriage in Consanguinity.

Eds. Med. and Surg. Reporter :

Sirs : I propose to occupy a small space in your

journal on the subject of intermarriage of relatives.

I admit that it is the general opinion that consan-

guine reproduction and marriages are contrary to

both the laws of God and nature. In support of

the former, the 18th chapter of Leviticus is frequently

adduced, although it cannot reasonably be construed

to refer to any such thing : " none of you shall ap-

proach to any that is near of kin to him, to uncover

their nakedness/' Specifying, among others, father,

fathers wife (not mother), uncle's wife, brother's

vrife, and son's wife : none of which refers to con-

sanguine reproduction or marriages. Now contrary

to their assumption, it is generally conceded that

an all-wise being created man and woman, a single

pair only, who were the propagation of all the rest

of humanity; consequently God being the author

of all things, he must have had positive knowledge

that reproduction could not be contined, only

through consanguine intercourse, as he had provi-

ded no other means ; this would seem to be suffi-

cient to demonstrate the propriety of consanguine

reproduction. Yet, we have further demonstrations,

for antiquity has taught us that the products of such

intercourse were of superior physical power, extreme

longevity, and original intelligence. Now, in re-

gard to nature's laws, it should suffice to know th at

they cannot possibly antagonize the productive ar-

rangement of God, their author
;
however, to fur-

ther demonstrate that this omnific plan of reproduc-

tion coincides with the laws of nature, I will refer

to the communication of M. Sanson, which was laid

before the French Academy of Science, on the re-

sults of such intercourse of animals, in which he re-

ported a number of cases of horses, horned cattle,

&c, where the progeny from such intercourse

proved favorable to physical development
;
among

which was the famous horse, Flying Childers, he

being the brother of his maternal great grandsire.

He also stated that the best bulls, and the best and
richest milch cows were the results of such inter-

course. As I was brought up among farmers on a

farm, I will here state that the same principle was
practically admitted by a large majority of farmers

;

for neighbors would patronize with their cows a

farmer who kept a superior bull in his own family

of cows for years, until another was raised from the

same sire to supply the same neighborhood. I knew
a fine stallion which was kept as a sire in the same
neighborhood, for about twenty years ; bucks were
kept in the same family of sheep ; and cocks in the

same family of hens, generally until another was

produced from the same sire to fill his place.

I now know a splendid family of hens, produced

in this same manner, which cannot easily be ex-

excelled in looks or productiveness. In none of

these cases did they claim degeneration ; but seemed
to think they were perfecting improvement ; and
why not ? For how can a full-blood be so nearly

perfected as by the nearest in kin t

Before closing, it may be well to offer more testi-

mony in regard to the human family. Dr. Pat-
terson, the Superintendent of the Ohio Idiotic

Asylum, stated that he had been particular in his

inquiries, as to the progenitors of idiots in that

institution, which proved that but two per cent,

were from consanguine progenitors. Here I will

again offer my own experience, which coincides

with the preceding statements and conclusions. I

can call to mind about thirty pairs, who married

cousins ; and do not know of one unfruitful pair

among them ; not one child the least idiotic, but all

fully up to the medium standard of intelligence,

and some admitted to be above the standard of

health, also fully medium. I know of but one

death from tubercular diseases; that occurred at

about the same age that the mother died with the

same disease. Cases have been reported where a man



Dec. 1 8, 1 8 69. J
Correspondence,

was father to his daughter's child, and a brother,

who was father to his sister's child, without the

least mental or physical disability. All these facts

are stubborn things to come in contact with pre-

sumptive evidence.

New York City. D. L. D. Sheldon.

Notes on the Adirondack Mineral Spring.

Eds. Med. and Surg-. Reporter :

Every year brings into public notice a mineral

spring, which is proclaimed by its sanguine proprie-

tors as being endowed with extraordinary properties

in curing many obstinate diseases, if it is not actu-

ally put forth as a panacea for all. While we may
smile at these extravagant claims, we should at the

same time cheerfully receive every agent of this

kind which, properly tested, must serve to enrich

our Materia Medica. Among the latest on the list

is the Adirondack Mineral Spring, the water of

which although only used medicinally in the last

year, has already attracted considerable notice for

its undoubtedly curative powers. The spring is in

the town of Whitehall, at the head of Lake Cham-
plain, in the State of New York, and obtains its

name on account of its issuing from the base of one

of the Adirondack mountains.

As in the case of some other mineral waters, the

Adirondack gives no intimation, m its sensible pro-

perties, of its therapeutical activity. It has no very

marked taste, and it is without smell. Temperature

52° F. Some time after it has been drawn, we see

a precipitate of a reddish color, which may be due

to the iron in the water, but which is, on shaking

the bottle, dissolved. A careful analysis of one

imperial gallon of the water of the Adirondack

Mineral Spring, by Professor P. Collier, of the Ver-

mont University, at Burlington, gives 47,275 cubic

inches of free carbonic acid, and the following solid

contents

:

grains

.

Sulphate of Lime 11.1340
Carbonate of Lime 18.5430
Carbonate of Magnesia 16.6180
Carbonate of Iron 5.0400
Carbonate of Manganese traces.
Carbonate of Soda 5.1380
Carbonate of Potassa 5.3170
Carbonate of Lithia 0230
Chloride of Sodium 14.3400
Alumina traces.
Silica 7420

76.8920

The Adirondack water must be regarded as an
active chalybeate, and holding in solution the alka-

lies and alkaline earths. Of the former there is not

only soda, but also potassa, which latter seldom met
with in mineral waters, and lithia, of still rarer oc-

currence. Could we draw inferences from analysis,

in the present instance, for our guidance therapeuti-

cally, we might expect to find this water of remedial

value in chronic diseases of the stomach and bowels,

and of the kidneys and skin, the two last mentioned

of which are so largely caused and kept up by the

first. Experience goes far already to realize favor-

able expectations of this nature, as I am led to be-

lieve, both from personal observation and the cases

kindly communicated to me by professional friends.

The Adirondack water acts powerfully on the

kidneys, and, as a diuretic, it will meet a number
of indications in the treatment of disease in various

forms. Dr. D. H. Agkew has used it in five cases

with most satisfactory results. The first he describes

was that of a man suffering from symptoms of

stone with aluminous and bloody urine, which was
also very scanty. All the ordinary diuretics had
been employed without avail, the urine became
ropy and exceedingly offensive. Dr. A. then di-

rected the use of the Adirondack water. " In 36

hours the urine became copious and soon free from
mucus, and washed out two calculi, the size of a

coffee grain each." In the second case, which Dr.

A. believed to consist in a retention of the calculus

in the pelvis of the kidney, he ordered the water,

which produced such a profuse flow of urine that

the patient was obliged to stop its use owing to his

being so much disturbed by it at night. The third

case was of a married lady who had albuminous

urine, but no renal casts ; she passed very little

urine. The water acted powerfully, affording

prompt relief. This patient recovered perfectly, al-

though she had been confined to her room for seve-

ral weeks under the usual treatment. The fourth

case was that of a female suffering from rheuma-
tism. The use of the water excited very free secre-

tion of the kidneys, so much as to require its con-

tinuance in small doses. The fifth case was one of

nephritic colic, with scanty and bloody urine. The
action of the water in this case was equally prompt

as in other instances, and caused the discharge of a

large sized concretion. Dr. Agnew, in conclusion,

thinks there can be no doubt of the powerfully

diuretic properties of the water. The dose pre-

scribed by him was a small tumbler full three times

a day.

Dr. E. Wallace tells, with great satisfaction, of

the curative power of the Adirondack water in a
case of sub-acute rheumatism. The patient had

been reduced to a state of extreme debility, which

called for an actively tonic treatment—apart from

his rheumatism, which was very severe, particularly

in one knee. Dr. W. had recourse to the mineral

water, the first sensible effect of which was greatly

increased diuresis and restoration of the renal secre-

tion, which had been previously quite scanty. He
gave the water at the same time with other reme-

dies, and he found that when it was discontinued

the secretion ofurine became at once imperfect, but

was soon restored and increased with the renewal of

the use of the water. He regards it as superior to

any of our known diuretics. By a persistent use of

the water his patient was cured of the rheumatism.

In a case of pleural effusion with partially solidi-

fied lungs, in which it was desired to excite the
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kidneys to increased action, Dr. Da Costa and I

had recourse to the Adirondack water, after the un-

successful use of different diuretics.- The result

was a laree increase in the discharge of urine, which

had been previously much diminished, and a restora-

tion to the ordinary quantity in health. The water

acted beneficially, also, on the stomach by improving

the appetite. Of the actively diuretic operation of

the water I have, at this time, an example in the

case of a man grievously afflicted with rheumatism

of long duration, and most affecting the bands,

knees and feet. The fingers from being contracted

on the palms are now capable of easy extension

since his drinking the water.

The physicians at Whitehall seem to concur in a

favorable opinion of the remedial virtues of the

Adirondack water. Dr. Shumway has come to the

following conclusions respecting it: "Its general

effects are stimulant, tonic and diuretic ; in excessive

doses producing headache, giddiness, oppression of

the stomach, and an irritation of the urinary organs.

In proper medicated doses it promotes digestion, in-

creases the flow of urine, gives tone to the capillary

vessels of the skin, and is a healthy stimulant to the

secretory and excretory organs generally." Dr. S.

speaks highly of the use of the water in all chronic

cutaneous eruptions, and in chronic rheumatism. In

this last mentioned disease its efficacy has been very

decided. The same may be said with even greater

force when given in diseases of the kidneys.

Drs. Long and Bennett cite, each a case, of

diabetes mellitus, cured by the use of the water

;

the first in ten weeks. In four months this patient

gained fifteen pounds in weight. Dr. Long has

prescribed it in a case of Bright's disease, " with the

happiest results." We read, also, of instances of

the speedy and permanent relief offered by drinking

the water in gravel, and in difficult painful urina-

tion, and at times complete obstruction, so that a

catheter had to be introduced. However much one

may mistrust the marvellous accounts of cures

o-iven by over zealous patients, the following, com-

ma- from an inhabitant of Whitehall, and liable to

be contradicted by persons on the spot if it were in-

accurate, is introduced here as a curiosity, both in

pathology and therapeutics. The patient was a

Mr. Warren, who describes himself as having "been

afflicted with a severe and painful disease of the kid-

neys for fifteen years, an inveterate eruption of my
whole face and scalp for ten years, and baldness for

three years." Mr. Warren adds, "that by the use of

the Adirondack spring water for nearly two months,

both internally and externally, the disease of the

kidneys is cured, and the eruption on the face and

scalp has nearly disappeared. More wonderful and

unexpected still, a fresh crop of hair now covers the

entire, previously bald surface."

In diseases of the alimentary canal—dyspepsia,

chronic diarrhoea and dysentery, the water has been

taken with satisfactory results. For the conjunc-

tion of rheumatism with dyspepsia—quite a com-
mon occurrence—this remedy has been successfully

prescribed. Although its sensible action on the

bowels is commonly of no very decided nature, it

sometimes is an aperient, and generally may be

considered to act secondary on the liver, as it does

in a striking manner on the kidneys and urinary

organs generally. We are free, therefore, to antici-

pate its therapeutical value in hepatic congestion

and obstructed biliary secretion and jaundice. Cases

are furnished of its beneficial effects in costiveness.

The large proportion of iron found in the Adiron-

dack water would point, at once, to its use as a
tonic, in a large number of diseases in which anemia

and general debility prevail. These would include

various disorders of the uterine system—amenor-
rhcea and leucorrhcea, and also chlorosis. Nervous*

disorders,—hysteria, hypochondriasis and chorea,

We may believe, would be cured by the water.

Already we learn from Dr. Bennet, that he has

cured a case of importance by it alone.

The dose of the water in the greater number of

cases, is a half pint tumbler three times a day. In

others, half this quantity will suffice. In general it

ought to be taken, at least in the beginning, under-

medical directions.

John Bell, M. D.

Philadelphia.

The Hypodermic Syringe.

Eds. Med. and Surg. Reporter
;

I notice in your issue of November 20th, a com-

munication from Dr. H. C. Smith, of Millville, R»

I., in which he states that lately, for the first time in

his practice, he made use of the hypodermic syringe

in a case of compound fracture, where chloroform

could not be administered during dressing, and that

he was surprised at the prompt manner in which it

relieved the patient of pain, etc.

Now, what I desire to call your attention to is

not that the effect of one-half grain of morphia, in-

jected hypodermically, is so surprising, for that fact

is easily explained to the satisfaction of any one

anxious to study the subject, but what surprises me
is, that, in the language of your good-intentioned

correspondent, there should be professional brethren

who know of the hypodermic application of reme-

dies only by hearsay, and who have either not the

courage or are too indifferent to try it, although this

subject has now been before the profession some

fifteen years, and much has been written upon it.

Now, as to the case reported, it presents only a

fact witnessed innumerable times before. Was the

result in the case reported different than where a

narcotic is injected for neuralgia, gout, rheumatism,

colic, before surgical operations ? The nervous sys-

tem was acted upc n through the circulation instead
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of through the stomach, lymphatics, etc. That it

needed only one-fourth of a grain each time and af-

fected him so promptly was due to his individuality.

In some it requires more, in some less. But four

times the amount injected would hardly have pro-

duced the same effect by mouth. Sometimes one-

twentieth part will do it. Cases similar to the one

reported are of constant occurrence. Let me state

•one.

Some years ago an English sea-captain tried to

commit suicide during a fit of delirium tremens, at

the Tremont House, Boston. When I was called to

see him he had cut his arms and throat with a razor,

but had not severed any arteries sufficient to prove

fatal. The spectacle was a ghastly one. Four or

five strong porters tried to hold him ; he fought

them all. His body as well as the walls of the room

were besmeared with blood. The wounds had to

be dressed ; some vessels to be tied in order to save

him. Could any anaesthetic be administered at that

time ? clearly not. At this critical moment I thrust

my syringe, a constant pocket companion with me,

charged with sixty drops of Squib's liquor opii conip.,

into his back, and repeated the operation four times,

which was as often as I could approach him. In

about fifteen minutes after the last injection this

raving man succumbed, grew indifferent to pain,

laid down as peaceably as a lamb andhad his wounds

dressed, with his eyes wide open, directed upon me
and my assistant, yet entirely free from pain. When
the dressing was done he went to sleep and woke

up a wiser if not a better man.

I see in this morning's -Sim the case of Mr. Bich-

ardson, of the Tribune, who was shot, was similarly

treated by hypodermic injection, and with equal

.success. (Vide Tribune of March 15th, 1867, as

quoted in the Sun.)

Cordially yours,

A. Buppaner, M. D.

Fifth Avenue Hotel,

'New York, Nov. 25, 1869.

Iodoform in Nervous Diseases.

Eds. Med. and Surg. Beporter:

I was called, in March, 1866, to see Mrs. V., set.

40 years ; been married 18 years ; never conceived
;

catamenia easy and regular
;
general health, appe-

tite and appearance good ; stated that she had, some-

time since, in attempting to raise a jar of milk from

the floor, been suddenly attacked with an acute pain

in the left leg, extending along the course of the

sciatic nerve, even to the extremity of the toes.

When first attacked, an " Eclectic" practitioner was
called to the case, and by the way a clever man and

a gentleman. He of course pronounced her case

amenable to treatment, but to his disappointment,

after treating the case nearly two months, and ex-

hausting not only his skill, but his whole arma-
mentarium medkum, without the least benefit to

Navy News. 509

the patient, honestly advised her to try some other
2~>hysician.

Her husband then called me to see her, stating,

however, that he wished me not to take the case, un-
less I felt confident that I could relieve her, as he
regarded her case as incurable, and, of course, did
not wish to expend time and money without a pros-

pect of benefitting her.

I examined the case carefully ; found her general
health good ; no catamenial or discernible uterine
derangement

;
complained of nothing, whatever, ex-

cept this intolerable neuralgic pain, unaccompanied
with heat, swelling or discoleration. She had been
confined to bed two months. I told her and her
husband that I was confident I could give her relief,

thinking at the time I could readily relieve her with
iron, quinine, belladonna, arsenic, counter-irritation,

etc. Herelwasateo disappointed. I treated the
case two months, exhausting everything at my com-
mand adapted to the indications, viz : The bromides,
iodides, arsenic, strychnia, belladonna, hyoscyamus,
iron, quinia, opium, valerian, aletris far., counter-irri-

tation, hypodermic injections of morphia, atropia,

etc., without the slightest amelioration of symptoms.
About this "juncture of the moment" I became

somewhat discouraged ; so did the patient and hus-
band. Just about that time I read an article in the
Beporter, from the pen of Dr. Styles Kennedy (if

I am not mistaken), who stated that he had treated
a similar case with "iodoform et ferri," success-

fully.

Hence, I told her husband that I was not willing

to submit the case without another trial, that if

their was any virtue ir. "sweet oil and perseve-
rance," I would succeed. I immediately ordered
the pill, iodoform et ferri, from Wm. B. Warner &
Co., in your city, and commenced giving them tioo

ter die. In seven days the pain was gone, and ?he
resumed her household duties; cooking, washing,
etc., after four months' confinement to bed.
She calls them her " magic pills." She remained

well until January, 1868, when the disease threat-

ened to return ; a few of the same pills, however,
soon relieved her, and she is still in good health.

Iodoform is invaluable in all nervous, histerical,

neuralgic, rheumatic and cutaneous diseases.

I have written this above expressly to call the
attention of the profession to this drug. Would
like to hear the views of those who have any ex-
perimental knowledge of its therapeutic properties.

Very respectfully,

A. L. Hamilton, M. D.
Kenton, Tenn.

Army and Navy News.

Relative Rank in the Navy.

The report of the Secretary of the Navy recently

presented to Congress, contains the following on
the subject of relative rank :

The subject of relative rank in the various corps

of the naval service is one of much interest and
some difficulty. Some of these corps are dissatis-

fied with their position under the law as it now
stands, but there is no power in the department to

change this, even should the propriety of such ac-

tion be admitted by all. Bank can only be fixed by
law. This subject, involving at the same time so

many considerations of discipline, efficiency, and
feeling, is now pressing for wise and dispassionate
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legislation, having in view only the test interests of

the service.

A Board composed of officers ofhigh rank and long
experience, representing equally the various personal

interests involved, has been constituted by the de-

partment to consider and report some proper system
for the regulation of this matter. Pending the re-

port of this Board I desire to express no opinion on
the subject-matter of their consideration. Should
they be able to arrive at a proper conclusion, the

result of their labors will be at once communicated
to Congress for their information.

OBITUARY.

HAZARD ARNOLD POTTER, M. D.

Dr. Potter -vyas born in Potter township. Ontario (now
Gates-) county, Jvew York, December 21, 1811, and died
December 3, 18t9. He was graduated M.D. at Bowdoin
College in 1835. and began the practice of bis profession
in Rhode Island, but after a residence there of a few
months, returned to his native town. In 1653 he removed
to Geneva, X. Y. We believe he is the only surgeon who
has successfully tretiimedthe spine. In 1845 he removed
depressed portions of the arches of the fifth and sixth ver-
tebrae ; he has performed the same operation four times
since—two of these case? were perfectly successful. Dr.
Potter was early convinced of the safety of operations
within the abdominal cavity, and in 1845 "performed gas-
trotomy, for the relief of intussusception of the bowels,
with perfect success. He was the second person in the
United States to remove ovarian tumors, and his opera-
tions with this object number between 40 and 50. Dr.
Potter is believed to have been the first surgeon who
called attention to the presence of arterial or bright, red
blood, in the veins of the parts paralyzed by depressed
fracture of the cervical vertebra? which he first observed
in 18S7. In these cases, he believed that if the patient
lives the ganglionic or sympathetic system, after a few
weeks, assumes that function of the eerebro-spinal axis
which regulates the process of assimilation and nutrition.
In a case of amputation at tl e hip-joint, reported in the
New-York Journal of MeaiCine and Collateral Science (June,
1845), he introduced a method of amputation in such cases
which was at that time deemed novel, and which an emi-
nent Edinburgh Surgeon pronounced the discovery of the
nineteenth century. Proceeding as if for amputation at
the upper thi: d ot the femur by flaps, he extended the in-
ternal n.cision up to the trochanter major, and dissected
out thehe^d of the cone, by this method obtaining among
other important advantages a large muscular stump for
an artificial limb. Dr. Potter during the war was a most
uncompromising Union man

;
although having lost a leg

—in his youth—he joined the 50th Regiment N. Y. Vols,
as surgeon, and continued through McClellan's peninsu-
lar campaign, when his health obliged him to resign.
Subsequently he responded to the cail of the Surgeon-
General at the battle of Gettysburg, and gave his valuable
services to his country. During the last four years of his
life Dr. Potter was a prominentadvocate of temperance
and contributed much of his time to that cause. The im-
mediate cause of his death was inflammation of the lungs.

EDWARD SWIFT, M. D.

At a meeting of the Easton Medical Fraternity, held
Novembers, 18(9. the following physicians were present

:

Samuel Sandt. J. J^Detwiller, J. Mixsell. Stephen Lau-
hach. Daniel Larhenour, C. C. Field, G. B. Slough, C. I.

Roseberry. C. C. Jennnigs, Evan Slough, Henry D. Lach-
enour and Henry Detwiller.
The Object of the meeting having been stated, on mo-

tion of Dr«. Field and Jennings, a committee of three was
appointed to dratt resolutions expressive of the sense of
the meeting, with full power to act. The following named
gentlemen were appointed said committee • Drs. Field,
Jennings and D. Lachencur. In accordance with the
above action the committee prepared the following resolu-
tions :

Whereas, It having pleased the Almighty in His in-
finite wisdom to remove by death our late associate in the
profession Dr. Edwap.d swift, therefore be it

Resolved, That in his death we recognize a loss to the
members of our local profession of a zealous and devoted
brother ; to his patients of a kind and conscientious friend
and physician, and to those connected with him by ties

of consanguinity, of a relative whose intellectual, moral

and social character, "entitled him to the warmest affec-

tions, and of whose professional career they might well
be proud.

Resolved, Tt at whilst we deplore the loss of our profes-
sional brother, we tender to his family our heartfelt con-
dolence in their irreparable bereavement ; and as a mark
of respect that we will attend in a body the solemn cere-
monial by which his body is consigned to dust.

Resolved, That in our heartfelt ,
sorrow we tender to our

fellow member, Dr. E. C. Swift, our warmest sympa-
thies for the bereavement he has sustained in the loss of

his lather.
Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be pub-

lish* d in the Easton daily papers, and in the medical jour-
nals of Philadelphia.

[Notices inserted in Ihis column gratis, and are solicited

from all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tions of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to a line.]

MARRIED.

Evans—Demise. Nov. 30th, in Franklin, Ohio, by Rev.
H. W. Taylor, Dr. J. R. Evans, assistant Surgeon at the
Soldiers' Home, Dayton, Ohio, and Miss Julia H. Denise.

Farrow—Trimmer. On Wednesday evening, Oct. 20,

at the residence of the bride's parents, Middle Valley,

N. J., by Rev. Mr. Blauvelt, Eevi Farrow, M. D., and
Miss Allie Trimmer, all of German Valley, N. J.

Hart—Burton. In New York, Dec. 3, at St. Ann's
Episcopal Church, bv the Rev. Dr. Gallaudet, Dr. Chas.
A. Hart and Virginia, daughter of the late William H.
Burton.

James—Eveland. On the 2d inst. , at the residence of

the bride's parents, by Rev. Theo. Stevens, Dr. John E.
James and Maria L. Eveland, both of this city.

Knight—Whittier. In West Lebanon, N. H.,Nov.
17th, at the Cong'l Church, by Rev. J. H. Edwards, Ed-
win A. Knight, M. D. , of Lebanon, and Miss May C. Whit-
tier, of White River Junction, Vt.

McCormick—Woods. Nov. 16th, by Rev. Dr. Marshall,
assisted by Rev. Messrs. J. C. Boyd and S. P. .Jennings,

John C. McCormick, M. D., of Mount Washington, and
Miss Ada M.. daughter of John Woods, Esq., of Bethel,
Allegheny co'., Pa.

DIED.

Briggs. In New York, Dec. 3, Chas. A. Briggs, M. D. r

in the 70th year of his age.

Mayer. At Wiikesbarre, Pa., Dec. 7, Ellen McCall.
daughter of the late Ralph Peters, Esq., and wife of Dr.
Edward R. Mayer.

Miller. Oct. 29. at Wickenburg, Arizona Territory,

Geo. W. Miller, M. D., formerly of Philadelphia.

Roe-bins. In this citv, on the 4th inst., Emily Alice

>

daughter of Dr. Charles W. and Emily R. Robbins, aged
3 years.

Van Arsdale. In New York, Dec. 8, Anne C. Hill-

man, wife of Henry Van Arsdale, M. D., and daughter of

the late William Hillman.

METEOROLOGY.

NOV. 29, 30, D.l, 2, 3, 4, 5.

Wind

Weather.
|

DepthRain

s- w
Clear

S.W.
Cl'dv
Sh'ry

1-10

28°

49
54

46.50

30.1

W.
Clear

N. E. N. W.
Cl'dy Clear
Snow

S.
Cl'dy

S. E.
Cl'dy

Thermom—
Minimum..
At 8, A M.
At 12. M...
At 3, P. M.
Mean

223

45
44
36.

32°

51
51
48
45.50

25° 20°

34 30
35 34
35 33
3?.25 29.25

16°

22
30
31
24.75

30°

38
41

38
36.T5

Barometer..
At VI. M... 30.1 30. 30.1 30.1 30.1 30.1

Germantown, Fa. • B. J- Lekdom.
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